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A Push for Driver’s Licenses for
Undocumented Immigrants

PERTH AMBOY - Council-
man Fernando Gonzalez asked
for the topic of driver licenses
for undocumented illegal’s to
be discussed at the 2/9/15 Cau-
cus Meeting. Gonzalez said
that Senators Joe Vitale 19
Dist., Teresa Ruiz 29" Dist.,
Nilsa Cruz-Perez 5" Dist.,
Raymond Lesniak 20™ Dist.
are the sponsors of Bill#16-
96. The same bill is in the As-
sembly A2135 sponsored by
Annette Quijano 20" Dist. and
Joseph Cryan 20™ Dist.

Perth Amboy Resident and
Community Activist Carlos
Rosa gave an overview and
answered questions on why
these licenses would be ben-
eficial. It will benefit not only
the illegal immigrants but to
the State. Rosa said that he
came here from Peru in 2000.
10 other states have given out
these licenses already. So far
Elizabeth, New Brunswick
and Camden have shown sup-
port for these bills. There’s a
strong possibility that Plain-
field will follow suit. Rosa
hopes that Perth Amboy will
be climb aboard. This will
affect a half million undocu-
mented immigrants.

Currently if they don’t have
a driver’s license, they will
flee a scene of an accident.
These licenses will create up-
ward mobility for them and
law enforcement agencies can

share information.
Councilman Fernando

Irizarry was concerned about

Homeland Security.

Rosa responded that is a Fed-
eral Agency jurisdiction. The
number of terrorists crossing
the Mexican border is zero.
With more insured drivers,
this will lower rates and will
allow police to focus on more
important problems.

Council President Lisa Nan-
ton said, “There are driver
privilege cards.”

Rosa said, “There are restric-
tions on those cards and we are
pushing for a regular driver’s
license/ID card.”

Councilman Bill Petrick
wondered if these immigrants
could get an international driv-
er’s license.

Rosa said no, they would
need a regular driver’s license
issued by the State.

Irizarry wanted to know if
the immigrants getting this li-
cense would be subject to all
rules and regulations as regu-
lar drivers.

Rosa replied, “Absolutely.”

Councilman Bill Petrick
wanted to know, “How do
we address concerns of those
who have done the right thing
and we’re now giving illegal’s
preference?”

Rosa replied, “This is an act
of love. People of Philippine
backgrounds have a back-

Carlos Rosa

log of 23 years. There isn’t a
fast process. There is a lot of
violence and poverty in these
countries which are a pressing
problem.”

Councilman Joel Pabon told
Rosa, “We need more people
like you and I’'m sure it will
happen (awarding licenses to
undocumented immigrants). I
support this.”

Nanton said, “The May-
or is meeting with the Ur-
ban League Assoc. about
this issue. People should go
online and read the bill.”

Councilman Gonzalez said,
“This item should be put on
the agenda for the next Coun-
cil Meeting at the end of the
month (2/25/15).”

City Attorney Mark Blunda
was absent and an attorney
from his office was present.

PERTH AMBOY - When it
came to code of conduct per-
taining to City Employees,
Residents did not back off.
The discussion continued at
the 2/9/15 and 2/11/15 Caucus
and Council Meetings.
Resident David Caba wanted
some feedback from the Coun-
cil to see if they took any ac-
tion about the City Employee
who “liked” a comment made
on Facebook. He warned the
Council that if they didn’t re-
spond to his request, he has a
relative that works at a TV sta-
tion indicating it would go fur-
ther. He had policy sheets in
his hands and asked that they
be handed out to the Council

Not Letting It Go

Members and Administrators.

Resident Alan Silber told the
Council that they should look
at the employee handbook.

This handbook has a sec-

tion that addresses inappro-
priate use of comments made
on social media. The Amboy
Guardian was able to obtain a
copy of this policy.

The handbook states: Em-
ployees that maintain per-
sonal web pages and websites
including but not limited to
social networking sites, shall
not post information on such
sites that would constitute a
violation of the personnel poli-
cies of the City if expressed or
published using any other me-

dium or in any other manner.
The posting of words, phrases,
photographs, images or any
kind of information on a per-
sonal website may be grounds
for the implementation of dis-
ciplinary action against the
employee if the words, phras-
es, photographs, images or
information adversely reflects
on the employees fitness for
duty or constitutes a violation
of the personal policies of the
City.

B.A. Jillian Barrick said that
Facebook comments made by
City Employees are person-
nel matters and cannot be dis-
cussed in public.
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Shooting on Amboy Avenue

*Photo by Paul W. Wang

PERTH AMBOY - On early Saturday morning 2/14/15 around 1:35
a.m. there was a shooting near the 829 Lounge on Amboy Avenue.
The police are looking for suspect Jahmmel Chephas, 32, of Frank-
lin Park whom is charged by the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice for the murder of Richard Price who succumbed to his injuries
later that morning at RBMC. If you have any information regard-
ing the shooting please call the Perth Amboy Police Department at
(732) 324-3856 or the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office (732)
745-3373. Above is a memorial left on the corner of Amboy Avenue
and Barclay Streets where the shooting took place.

PERTH AMBOY - The
Board voted to enter in con-
tract negotiations with David
A. Roman as the new Super-
intendent of Perth Amboy
Public Schools. The votes
were as follows: Jose Rodri-
guez, Ken Puccio, Manuel
Nunez, Obi Gonzalez and
Sam Lebreault voted “Yes.”
Milady Tejeda, Anthony
Bermudez and Israel Varela
abstained. Board Member
William Ortiz had left early
and was not present for the
vote. The motion passed.
Roman spoke during the
public portion. “My imme-
diate point of emphasis is
establishing partnerships. |
wish to lead a dialogue with
the Board of Education, Stu-
dents, Teachers and the pub-
lic at large. I will continue
the prestige of the Perth Am-
boy School District and help
students to overcome their
own perceived limitations.
I look forward to meeting
with you. To teachers: what
you do matters. [ will work
in collaboration with you.

BOE Enters Contract Negotiation

with David A. Roman for
Superintendent Position

David A. Roman

We must lead with honor
and integrity. We must unite
to support our beautiful
children of the community.
We must engage collegial-
ity. Let’s take time to know
one another. Our collective
obligation is to recognize
our beautiful children of the
community. They are our
future leaders. To the Perth
Amboy Board of Education:
I thank you for this opportu-
nity.”

For Updated Information go to www.amboyguardian.com or http://ci.perthamboy.nj.us/
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If It’s Local - It’s Here!

Assumption

Catholic School

Meredith and Jacques Streets
Perth Amboy

Middle States Accredited

NOW REGISTERING

PRE-K (4 YR OLD) KINDERGARTEN, GRADES 1 - 8

NOW REGISTERING FOR 2015 - 2016

732-826-8721

ACSSCHOOLOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
WWW.ASSUMPTIONCATHOLICSCHOOL.NET

Students Air Their Grievances
School Discipline a Prime Issue

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY - At the
2/12/15 Board of Education
Meeting Parent (and PTO
President) Donna Stewart
thanked the Board for allow-
ing a group of students to
speak.

Senior Class President Ab-
dul Diof spoke first. “Being
late to school gets you 20 min-
utes of detention. Now during
basketball season they check
your ID’s and you’re are not
allowed to go to the game.”

Interim Superintendent Dr.
Vivian Rodriguez said, “I
don’t have an answer.”

Abdul continued, “On the
uniform code: some kids can’t
purchase a lock. You put a
student in ISD (In School De-
tention) for a full day just be-
cause he/she is not wearing a
uniform. Is there a reason as
to why this is mandatory? It’s
$6 for a lock. Some can’t pur-
chase it.”

Dr. Vivian Rodriguez an-
swered, “Maybe we need a
meeting with the students to
be held soon.”

Donna Stewart added,
“Sometimes it’s a closed
meeting in private and issues
are not addressed. That is why
we came here.”

Student Jasmine Rodriguez
spoke next. “Why are we be-
ing asked to clock in? We are
treated as if our voice doesn’t
matter. | was one minute late
and treated the same as if [ was
two hours late. Yes, discipline
is vital but not when it inter-
feres with the education pro-
cess. Students were put in ISD
when carrying our jackets. Not
everyone has a locker. Now
the rules are being enforced.
Why should students suffer for
the inconsistency of policy?”

Board President Sam Leb-
reault said, “You’re voices do
matter.”

Jasmine continued, “We
shouldn’t be treated like that.
Why are we being treated as if
our thoughts didn’t mean any-
thing?”’

Another student spoke. “I
am in my senior year and on
the basketball team. The foot-
ball players were allowed to
play when late. We hosted St.

Meeting.

Students air their grievances at the 2/12/15 Board of Education
*Photo by Katherine Massopust

Joe’s (in basketball). Last year
we had a full house. This year
there wasn’t because of deten-
tion. I wasn’t allowed to play
and we lost. How can you tell
kids in their senior year they
can’t play? Sometimes kids
come late (to school) and they
turn around and go home (so
they don’t get detention) Also
what about sports jackets?
I can’t wear them in class.
I worked hard to earn that
jacket. It’s against the uniform
policy.”

Another student, Reginald
Boston, Vice-President of the
Junior Class spoke next, “The
uniform policy is blown out
of proportion. Teachers rat on
teachers on uniform policy.
We’re trying to get here our
best on time. I’'m a young Af-
rican-American and I want an
education.”

Senior Melissa Rodriguez,
Student Council Secretary
spoke next, “Students don’t
have time to make up 10 hours
of time (they have work, activ-
ities, etc.) Students work hard.
How can they not let us go
to a basketball game? If you
are getting the opportunity to
speak, we should be allowed to
speak. It’s like we’re going to
jail. We must do what they say
or else. There should never be
an “or else.” Until all the stu-
dents come and speak and ev-
ery seat here is taken nothing
will change. I will come back
as a sophomore in college and
speak if [ have to.

After all the students spoke,
Donna Stewart made a few
remarks, “Consistency. The

Update on New Schools &
Vehicle Garage

PERTH AMBOY - At the
2/12/15 Board of Education
Meeting Board Secretary Der-
ek Jess reported on the status
of the building of the two new
schools.

“As far as the Seaman Street
Elementary School, PennlJer-
sey has reported that they are
all done with the preliminary
testing. There will be bids out
for remediation if the property
needs it. We are starting bids
for design consultants for the
buildings and grounds part of

the project.”

Jess continued, “As far at
the property with the Hous-
ing Authority (former Delaney
Homes), we need to discuss
those negotiations. Our ap-
praisal of the property and
theirs are not the same.”
When asked about the Garage
for busses and other school ve-
hicles Jess answered, “An ar-
chitect is working on several
different locations. We looked
at different places in town.”

rules are in place. No code of
conduct. They are pressured
in a uniform policy. None
of these students mentioned
a name. We should not care
about appeasing adults. That
cannot happen if they spend
all this time in detention.” She
then read the mission state-
ment for the Perth Amboy
School System and concluded
with: “Let’s be consistent. A
child should not be denied a
prom because they don’t have
a uniform on. THE YOUTH
MATTER - I MATTER -
YOU MATTER!”

During the public portion
resident Stanley Sierakowski
stated, “The road to hell is
paved with good intentions.
Donna Stewart and the stu-
dents should be ashamed of
themselves. I’ll give a $6
check for a lock. For the stu-
dents: they are the decision
makers. When I work, I sign
in: on paper and on the com-
puter. In a work environment
if a meeting starts at 9:00 a.m.
and you are there at 9:02 a.m.
you may not be allowed to
come to the meeting. You hear
it from your boss afterwards. A
group of people will be there
to usurp your power. Mrs.
Stewart brought in a basket-
ball player who couldn’t play
because of a reason, but the
football players got away with
it. Mrs. Stewart — the word is
transparency.”

Donna Stewart spoke next.
“As a parent, people need to
know how they stand. Some
have never spoken in public
before. Thanks to those who
came to the Y.O.U. Matter
March at the Cathedral Inter-
national on January 19th. Stu-
dents need to know that they
matter.”

Resident Reinaldo Aviles
disagreed with Sierakowksi,
“Citizens have a right to ad-
dress you. Donna Stewart
does God’s work. When I was
in here, the Jocks got to wear
their jackets. Cheerleaders
wore their uniforms. Athletes
wore their jackets. He’s right
(the student). He earned that
jacket. It’s like telling some-
one they can’t hang their PhD
diploma on their office wall.
A jacket’s not the same, but it
still is an accomplishment.”



Apokriatiko
Glendi

Carnival - Mardi Gras -
Masque
WOODBRIDGE - Saturday,
Feb. 21, The Forge Inn, Rte.
9 N., Woodbridge. Live Band
for dancing by Maria L Stav-
ros Damore. Fun, Prizes and
Surprises. Doors open 7 p.m.
Cash Bar. All are invited.
Dress in your Favorite Jester,
Joker Costume (Optional). St.
Demetrios Board of Trustees
will be honoring: Lambros
Simatos (Elevator Commit-
tee/Past President); Kateina
Ganiaris (Past President); So-
terios Petroutsos (Sexton);
George Seitis (Chief Chef),
Presvytera Eva Michaels and
Zeffie Filindras (Beautification
Award Winners). Must make
Reservations in advance. Must
RSVP on or before Feb. 15,
2015. Donation: $45 pp; Chil-
dren 7 to 16 yrs $25; Under 6
yrs. Free. Seniors over 65 yrs.
$40. Please make checks pay-
able to St. Demetrios Church
and mail to Olga Mamaligas,
40 Henry St., Sayreville, NJ
08872. (732-254-0311). For
more info call Irene Pakis -
732-591-1878; Afroula Kanel-
lides - 732-423-7256 or Helen

Horan - 908-756-6352.
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LAW OFFICES OF

ERALIDES E. CABRERA
Specializing In
* Civil Litigation
e Matrimonial
e Immigration
* Bankruptcy
* Real Estate

Offices Located At:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 (732)826-5020
1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 (908)351-0957




4. The Amboy Guardian * February 18, 2015

LOCAL PERSPECTIVE

EDITORIAL THE COMMUNITY VOICE

A House will Crumble
Without a Sturdy Foundation

Sometimes at a Council
Meeting a statement made by
the Council, Administrators or
the Public will make my ears
perk up. This happened at the
2/11/15 Perth Amboy Council
Meeting.

One of the speakers said that
the Council Meetings should
have electronic translators
for residents who only speak
Spanish. Furthermore, the
speaker said that there should
be a Spanish speaking news-
paper to report on the Council
Meetings.

If this were to come to frui-
tion, especially with electronic
translation devices only for
Spanish speaking residents, it
could open up a lawsuit.

Any other ethnic group who
doesn’t understand English
could also demand the same
treatment.

The argument that because
Perth Amboy is about 70%
Hispanic may not hold up in
the court of law.

Let’s take one case, for in-
stance. Remember Madalyn
Murray O’Hair. She was an
atheist who complained about
prayer in public school. Guess
what, she got her way and won
the case and prayer in public
schools went out the door.

In Ocean Grove, New Jer-
sey there is a venue called the
Great Auditorium. There is a
cross on the roof at the front
entrance. A person (who was
an atheist) attending a high
school graduation (which has
been held there for years) said
it was offensive that they had
to enter a door with a cross
above it and other religious
artifacts that was part of that
Auditorium since its incep-
tion. So guess what happened?
The school board of that high
school crumbled and at next
year’s graduation everyone
had to enter through the side
doors and the religious arti-
facts were covered. Just be-
cause one person complained
about a cross.

Currently, there are between
4 and 5 Spanish newspapers
circulating in Perth Amboy.
The question is why are they
not covering the Meetings?

These publications have been
around a lot longer than the
Amboy Guardian. [ person-
ally knew the publishers of
at least 3 Spanish newspapers
that covered Perth Amboy in
the past. These newspapers are
no longer in publication.

There are other media outlets
that cover Perth Amboy events
in Spanish, but ’m not sure to
what extent.

I was born and raised in Perth
Amboy and I grew up in a
very ethnically mixed neigh-
borhood. A lot of those people
were from Poland and Ger-
many. [ don’t ever remember
election material being trans-
lated into their language.

When you use an ATM ma-
chine, sometimes there are 3
or 4 different languages avail-
able that you can do your
transactions. The International
Civil Aviation Organization
has decreed that from January
1, 2008 all Air Traffic Control-
lers and Flight Crew Members
engaged in or in contact with
international flights must be
proficient in the English lan-
guage as a general spoken me-
dium.

How did immigrants learn
to speak English before we
had electronic translators, bi-
lingual classes and comput-
er software such as Rosetta
Stone?

A few months ago, Jelmin
Caba was attending a Meet-
ing and showed Katherine
and me an interesting app on
our cell phones called World
Lens. With this app you can
actually put your cell phone
over a piece of paper written
in another language and it will
translate it to the language of
your choice.

There are just too many re-
sources available today that
makes it very easy to learn the
language.

Spanish, like other languages
has different dialects. Whose
translation would be used?
All regions have a slight dif-
ference in cultural interpreta-
tions. I have traveled to Yugo-
slavia on vacation. There were

Continued on Page 8
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City Council
Policy &
Procedures

Policy and procedures gov-
erning council meetings have
been in effect since 1972.
They are not new nor have
they been created by any re-

cent council.
This council is here to protect
effective thoughtful discourse.
In the interest of good gov-
ernment here in Perth Amboy,
we will continue to explore
better ways to create an invit-
ing and open process. We have
been conducting research on
better governing procedures.

To ease the minds of Perth
Amboy residents, our goal is
to investigate the best way to
make this happen.

“Civility costs nothing and
buys everything.”
Mary Wortley Montagu

Lisa Nanton
City Council President

Applause for
the Latest Dyke
Documentary

I am shouting out a loud
“Bravo” after watching the
premier of “The Bombard-
ment of Perth Amboy 1776”
on Channel 34! Congratu-

lations to John Dyke and
company on producing this
wonderful documentary. By
weaving together snippets of
our local history from many
different sources, it gives the
viewer a marvelous glimpse of
what life was like in Perth Am-
boy during the Revolutionary
War. “Bombardment” brings

to life Perth Amboy’s place in
our nation’s history. Accord-
ingly, I hope it will be viewed
by the students in Perth Am-
boy’s schools, as well as by all
those who have an interest in
local history.

Mary Ellen Pavlovsky

The Dyke
Documentary
on the
Bombardment
of Perth Amboy

I have now watched--twice--
John Dyke’s superb documen-
tary on the Bombardment of
Perth Amboy. As with all of
Mr. Dyke’s productions, it is
both meticulously researched
and exquisitely produced.
Moreover, as it contains fac-
tual information directly rel-

evant to Perth Amboy’s colo-
nial history, I’d like to suggest
that this half hour presentation
be required viewing in Perth
Amboy’s schools and incor-
porated into the curriculum. It
would cost nothing to do this.
Its links to our past are of
paramount importance and
should be of interest to anyone
of any age who lives in and
loves this city. Its format fits
perfectly into a normal class
period, and the fact that it is
a visual presentation makes it
very palatable to young view-
ers. That history lessons, in-

cluding inexpensive and cost-
effective field trips to the areas
discussed, could be easily de-
veloped adds to its appeal.
Perth Amboy’s history is
a rich one, and our children
should be exposed to it, the
earlier the better. [ would im-
plore our Board of Education
members to give serious con-
sideration to the inclusion of
this and other documentaries
based on that rich history.

Kurt Epps

The Mural
Project in the

City of
Perth Amboy

As a Perth Amboy Educa-
tion Center art teacher, former
Founder/Director of the Perth
Amboy Art Gallery and mem-
ber of the Perth Amboy Coun-
cil for the Arts I am excited to
be part of an art movement in
the city. The reason I am writ-
ing this article is to inform the
community members that we
are in the process of seeking
approval for art murals. In
this endeavor, I am working

with my advisory and art class
students who are enthusiasti-
cally engaged in creating and
designing the Mural Project on
panels which will be installed
on windows and doors of Perth
Amboy residences. The Mural
project was born out of a de-
sire to improve, rehabilitate,
and encourage love for the
arts in our community. Some
of these homes have plywood
and other types of covering on
windows and doors to prevent
and protect from intruders or
as a precaution against severe
weather elements. We assume
that some of these homes have
gone into foreclosure or have
been abandoned as a conse-

quence of owners unable to
keep up with the cost of main-
tenance. Regardless of the sit-
uation, we want these homes
to be visually attractive, “eye
appealing” to our community
tax payers, residents, neigh-
bors and visitors. I appreciate
the help and support of the
Perth Amboy Education Cen-
ter, the Board of Education,
the Council for the Arts, the
Office of Recreation, City of
Perth Amboy and last but not
least all city residents with
whose support this project will
became a reality.

Olga Bautista

What Do You Think?

Send us Your Response!

Keep Those Letters Coming!

We Love to Hear From You!

Keep those Letters Coming! We Love to Hear From You! E-mail letters to the editor to amboyguardian@gmail.
com or write to the paper at Letters to the Editor, The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 0127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862-
0127. Letters must include your full name, address and daytime telephone number or cell phone number for
verification. If you are a public official, please include your title. All letters are subject to editing or rejection.
All submissions may be published or distributed by us in print, electronic or other forms. Opinions expressed in
Letters to the Editor are those of the writers and do not represent or reflect the views of the Amboy Guardian.




CuARDIAN

Where to Find Us . . .

IN CLIFFWOOD:

A&P FOOD MARKET .....ccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciniiccicceee s 325 ROUTE 35
IN FORDS:

BIGGS PIZZA & PASTA ......ccoovviviiiiiicicicicee 211 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
COLONIAL RESTAURANT........ccevviiiiiiiinns 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY....... 211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI 684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELIIII ......ccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiicicine 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.
IN HOPELAWN:

KRAUSZER’S......oiiiiiiiiiicicccccins 683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
SOVEREIGN BAN 571 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN ISELIN

THOMAS PLOSKONKA C.PA........ccevviiiine 1149 GREEN ST.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:

HOFFMAN’S DELI .....cocooiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiicinciccecceee 5 LAURENCE PKWY.
KRAUSZER’S.....coiiiiiiiiiiicccccscins 9 LAURENCE PKWY.
IN MORGAN:

SOUTHPINE LIQUORS ......ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccicecceeeened 467 S. PINE AVE.
IN PARLIN:

DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY.......cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiicccnne 3290 WASHINGTON RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:

15T CONSTITUTION BANK 145 FAYETTE ST.
TTT e 502 SMITH ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .. 178 BARRACKS ST.
ALAMEDA CENTER ......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccine 303 ELM ST.
AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE . .321 MAPLE ST.
AMBOY EYE CARE .......... ....94 SMITH ST.
AMBOY PHARMACY ...186A SMITH ST.

..664 BRACE AVE.

271 KING ST.

201 FRONT ST.
..272 MAPLE ST.
313 STATE ST.
400 STATE ST.
260 HIGH ST.
306 SMITH ST.

ANITA’S CORNER ..

587 FAYETTE ST.

............................................................... 87 SMITH ST.

175 HALL AVE.

FAMILY FOOT CARE .... ..252 SMITH ST.
FLOWERS ‘N THINGS 69 SMITH ST.

79 SMITH ST.
598 STATE ST.
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ......ccccoeoeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciiee 1 OLIVE ST.
JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER 272A HOBART ST.
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ......cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccciseiine 73 SMITH ST.

LAUNDRY FACTORY ....... 162 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
LAUNDRY ON MADISON ..285 MADISON AVE.
LAW OFFICES ......... 708 CARSON AVE.

LEE’S MARKET ......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccceniiaas 77 SMITH ST.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .. .75 BRACE AVE.
LUIGI’S RISTORANTE ......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicceceens 93 SMITH ST.

MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC .. ..788 CONVERY BLVD.
PETRA BEST REALTY.....ccocooiiiiiiiiiiiicccccccccccs 329 SMITH ST.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS .. 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PORTUGUESE MANOR ...t 310 ELM ST.
PROVIDENT BANK 339 STATE ST.
PUBLIC LIBRARY 196 JEFFERSON ST.
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATIO 100 FIRST ST.
QUICK CHEK 853 CONVERY BLVD.
QUISQUEYA MARKET 249 MADISON AVE.

RARITAN BAY AREAYM.CA. .. .365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER .........cccccceueuuee. 530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SANTANDER BANK 365 CONVERY BLVD.
SANTIBANA TRAVEL 362 STATE ST.
SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT 473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SHOP-RITE 365 CONVERY BLVD.
SIPOS BAKERY ... 365 SMITH ST.
SUPERIOR DINER 464 SMITH ST.

SUPREMO SUPERMARKET 270 KING ST.

TORRES MINI MARKET ...... ..403 BRUCK AVE.

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......ccccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicccicees 238 SMITH ST.
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNIO .615 AMBOY AVE.
WELLS FARGO ...ttt 214 SMITH ST.
IN SAYREVILLE:

BOROUGH HALL 167 MAIN ST.
SENIOR CENTER 423 MAIN ST.
SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT ..ot 111 MAIN ST.
VENEZIA PIZZERIA ......cocoiiiiiiiiiicecccccs 881 MAIN ST.
IN SEWAREN:

PUBLIC LIBRARY ...c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccicccesicnciaes 546 WEST AVE.
SEWAREN CORNER DELI .......ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiicnne 514 WEST AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:

AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ....ccoooriiiiniiinccineceneceneeeeenes 100 N. BROADWAY
BROADWAY BAGELS 105 S. BROADWAY
BROADWAY BISTRO ..126 N. BROADWAY
CENTER DELI .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccciccciine 250 N. STEVENS AVE.
CITY HALL 140 N. BROADWAY

COMMUNITY CENTER
KRAUSZER’S
KRAUSZER’S
PUBLIC LIBRARY
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS

..200 O’LEARY BLVD.
200 N. BROADWAY
717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
...100 HOFFMAN PLAZA
132 S. BROADWAY

SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER...........ccccceuvunnnne. 540 BORDENTOWN AVE.
WELLS FARGO BANK ........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiccicccceee 116 N. BROADWAY
IN WOODBRIDGE:

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 91 MAIN ST.

MAIN ST. FARM
NEWS & TREATS
REO DINER
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE

.107 MAIN ST.
99 MAIN ST.
392 AMBOY AVE.
....1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Deadline for Print Ads:
7 p-m. Thursday
Office Hours:

Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HIV Support
PERTH AMBOY — Raritan
Bay Medical Center is spon-
soring an HIV support group
meeting on Monday’s at 6 p.m.
Anyone diagnosed with or car-
ing for someone infected with
HIV is welcome to attend.
Meetings are held at the hos-
pital’s Perth Amboy Division,
New Brunswick Avenue.

To register or for more infor-
mation, call (732) 324-5022.

Food Stamps

Assistance
PERTH AMBOY - Every
Wednesday there will be a
Food Stamps Assistance Pro-
gram 10 am.- 5 pm.: JRF’s
Family Success Center fami-
lies to come in and meet with
a representative from the
Community Food Bank of NJ
to assist with food stamps ap-
plication and eligibility guide-
lines. For additional informa-
tion please call 732-638-5063
or visit our office located at:
149 Kearny Ave. Perth Amboy
(Proprietary House).

Volunteer
Firefighters
Needed

PERTH AMBOY - The Perth
Amboy Fire Department: Vol-
unteer Division needs mem-
bers.  Accepting men and
women ages 18 years or older.
Volunteers must be a Perth
Amboy resident. For more in-
formation please contact 732-
442-3430 or 732-324-3505.

Citizenship

Classes
PERTH AMBOY - Every
Wednesday: : FAMILY SUC-
CESS CENTER is offering a
free course to assist those who
plan on taking the USCIS Citi-
zenship Test. All details will
be discussed at the meeting.
All who plan to take the course
must attend Orientation. Call
or visit the office to register.
149 Kearny Ave. (Proprietary
House) Perth Amboy.

Kearny
Cottage Open

PERTH AMBOY - Come visit
the historic home of Commo-
dore Lawrence Kearny. The
Cottage is located at 63 Ca-
talpa Ave, Perth Amboy, and is
open on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and
the last Sunday of the month
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. The Ke-
arny Cottage needs your help.
Anyone interested in joining
the Kearny Cottage Historical
Society please contact 732-
293-1090. We are on the web!
www.KearnyCottage.org
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Community Calendar

Perth Amboy

MON. Feb. 23 City Council, Caucus, 4:30 p.m.
City Hall, High St.

WED. Feb. 25  City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

City Hall, High St.
THURS. Feb. 26 Historic Preservation Commission, 7 p.m.
City Hall, High St.

South Amboy

WED. Feb. 18  City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
City Hall, N. Broadway

MON. Feb. 23 Board of Education, Business/Public, 6 p.m.
SA Middle/High School,
Harold Hoffman PI.

Amboy Guardian
Subscriptions are
Only $65 per year for

50 Issues Mailed to
Anywhere in the U.S.A.

For more info Contact
Carolyn at 732-896-4446
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Thomas M. Ploskonka & Company, P.A.
Certified Public Accountants

“My approach to the practice of

accounting is different than most others’.

Accountants normally respond to their clients’

Thomas M. Ploskonka requests and needs. I go beyond that.”
Visit my Web page for a Free Consultation!

Web: www.ploskonka-cpa.com
1149 Green Street
Iselin. New Jersey 08830
E-mail: tploskonka@comcast.net

Phone (732) 283-0114 Fax: (732) 283-3329

Henri Rousseau Art Exhibit

Perth Amboy Catholic School

*Photo Submitted

PERTH AMBOY - Students at Perth Amboy Catholic School stud-
ied French artist Henri Rousseau and prepared an Art Exhibit for
parents, teachers and students for Catholic Schools Week. The proj-
ect was under the direction of Art teacher, Rose Lavin Pennyfeather.

Work Done at Waterfront

*Photo by Angel Robledo

PERTH AMBOY - Work is being done repairing the walls.

£ www.amboyguardian.com >

Code Blue

Heating Centers

in Perth Amboy
Press Release 1/8/15
PERTH AMBOY - The Office
of Emergency Management
has announced a “Code Blue”
in the City of Perth Amboy.
Heating Centers are desig-
nated for the public in three
Perth Amboy facilities due to
low temperatures, until further
notice:
1. Alexander F. Jankowski
Community Center located on
1 Olive Street; open M-F from
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
2. Perth Amboy Public Library
(Brighton Avenue Community
Center) temporarily located
on 57 Brighton Avenue; open
Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day 9:00 am. - 8:00 p.m.;
Wednesday and Friday 9:00
am. - 5 p.m.; and Saturday
9:00 — 4:00 p.m.
3. Raritan Bay Area YMCA
gymnasium located on 357
New Brunswick Avenue; open
M-F 5:30 a.m. - 9:45 p.m.
A “Code Blue” is activated
when temperatures fall below
20 degrees. If anyone sees a
person who needs help, they
are urged to call the Perth Am-
boy Police Department at 732-
442-4400. If needed, trans-
portation will be provided by
local emergency responders.

Tax Appeals - 2015

APPEAL your Property Taxes

Deadline to file April 1, 2015
SUSAN BATISTA

Licensed NJ Real Estate Appraiser

& Consultants
30 years Experience

* FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

732-423-2639 Office Phone




PERTH AMBOY - There were
three applicants for the one po-
sition open for a Housing Au-
thority Commissioner. Doro-
thy Daniel who was seeking
reappointment to her expired
term was the only candidate to
show up at the 2/9/15 Caucus
Meeting to be interviewed.

During her interview, Daniel
listed what she and the other
Commissioners had accom-
plished since she was first ap-
pointed.

The Council brought up con-
cerns that some speakers had
questioned in regards to the
Housing Authority projects,
finances and salaries.

Ms. Daniel said, ‘“People
came up to speak about one
entity in particular called
PARTNER. What they said
was not true.”

“HUD (Housing and Urban
Development) had awarded
us funds. Any funds not used
would have to be returned
back to them. HUD gave us
options so we could keep the
unused money. One of those
options is to create a nonprofit
for purposes of redevelop-
ment, etc. In the past, a now
former Commissioner said
that money awarded to us was
misused. The building on New
Brunswick Avenue (Parkview)
was built with that money.”

“PARTNER was only 4 years

Putting it to Rest

old at that time. We had to hire
architects, developers, con-
tractors, etc. for these projects.
No federal laws were broken.
The person who made false ac-
cusations about finances was
the Finance Chair during that
time. He said there was misap-
propriation of funds.”

Daniel gave out copies of
material to the Council to back
up her statement. In the past
Ms. Daniel had provided in-
formation to the Council and
B.A. all materials that they
had requested pertaining to
any Housing Authority and
PARTNER issues.

Councilman Fernando Gon-
zalez who resigned as a Hous-
ing Commissioner when he
decided to run for City Coun-
cil said some of the questions
presented to Ms. Daniel was
out of order. “This Council has
no jurisdiction over the Hous-
ing Authority. PARTNER is
a redevelopment arm of the
Housing Authority.”

Former Commissioner Pedro
Perez is one of the people who
questioned the PARTNER en-
tity at this meeting as well a
previous ones. He stated that
there was mishandling of fi-
nances in PARTNER. He em-
phasized the years between
2003 thru 2010. He said he
was never a member of the
PARTNER Board. He ques-

Dorothy Daniel

tioned $250,000 which he said
should have been spent on
housing for low income resi-
dents. A good portion of that
money was spent on salaries
for an executive director, an
accountant and a secretary.

“If you are satisfied after
getting information from Ms.
Daniel, then reappoint her,”
Perez said.

Councilman Fernando Gon-
zalez said that we need to put
a rest to this. This has been
going on a long time with the
Housing Authority practices
being questioned. Ms. Daniel
was appointed to the Housing
Authority as a Commissioner
for a term ending on Decem-
ber 31, 2015.

Petrick moved the resolu-
tion, Pabon seconded it. It was
passed unanimously.

Bid Chair Responds to Critics 2/11/15 Council Meeting

PERTH AMBOY - At the
2/11/15 Council Meeting a
handout was available which
gave a breakdown of the 2015
BID budget.

Barry Rosengarten was reap-
pointed Chair at the BID Re-
organization Meeting that took
place Tuesday, February 10" at
the YMCA. At that BID Meet-
ing, 15 more Board Members
were appointed.

Rosengarten said that ap-
plications had been advertised
in newspapers including the
Amboy Guardian. 18 appli-
cants filled out applications.
The voting was done by secret
ballots. Present members vot-
ed and there is representation
of businesses and community
leaders on the Board.

Rosengarten said that only
Council Member that was
present at the BID Reorga-
nization Meeting was Fer-
nando Gonzalez. The budget
that we are presenting here
tonight (2/11/15) is the same
as last year. We work within
the UEZ. The UEZ would be
the donut and the BID would
be the hole in the donut. The
State eliminated a lot of fund-
ing from the BID and we were
left with $236,000. The BID
has funded several projects
and we’ve made $19 million
in improvements. We support
our businesses who request
new facades. We have one
person who’s doing all our
programs and an administra-

tor is needed to handle these
programs. The downtown is
cleaner and if you see litter -
just pick it up! I’'m asking all
to support our businesses and
programs.

Rosengarten emphasized that
they followed the proper pro-
cedures and by-laws for the
election process. There are
no new by-laws. We are using
those that are currently in place
and operating under them. We
will review them later.

Former BID Board Member
Virginia Lugo said that the
budget is the same as in the
past and was mostly for sala-
ries. At the election that was
just held, there was a new VP
and Treasurer, but he same
people were appointed but the
businesspeople still don’t have
a say.

Councilman Fernando Gon-
zalez said that the budget pre-
sented is not an audit - just a
statement. The purpose of the
BID was to improve the down-
town. 36% of the budget is for
administration; 6% for down-
town beautification and 7% for
facades. The Council should
go downtown to see where
improvements are needed and
should supply input. The BID
needs to answer more ques-
tions about the downtown.

Gonzalez cited Carteret as a
town who turned their down-
town from something ugly to
something beautiful.

The planters on Smith Street

BID Chair
Barry Rosengarten

have been in another point of
contention.

BID Chair Rosengarten ac-
knowledged that there had
been a problem with the plants,
but said the plants have grown
since then.

Councilman Fernando Gon-
zalez cited Metuchen as hav-
ing beautiful flower beds and
that we need to be more influ-
ential.

Resident Reinaldo Aviles told
the Council that they control
the ordinance and they can
hold it. The present BID Mem-
bers picked the new Members.
No election took place. Many
Members cannot be accessed.
This is the time for the Coun-
cil to ask questions now. New
BID Members were chosen
and who are they?

It’s taxpayers’ money and
they want it spent properly.
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A Helping Hand

PERTH AMBOY - Praises
were heaped onto the Depart-
ment of Recreation Director
Kenny Ortiz from City Resi-
dent David Caba. Caba had
prefaced it by saying that
he wanted to make sure that
something positive was said at
Council Meetings.

At the 2/9/15 Caucus Meet-
ing Caba explained that there
was a kid who had no hope
and Kenny Ortiz spent two
hours talking to the child to
help his out of his dilemma.
Caba continued and acknowl-
edged that he’s had disagree-
ments with Kenny Ortiz in the
past. We’ve known each other
for a very long time and grew
up together. He explained that
Ortiz has always run the Lit-
tle League in a very positive

Kenny Ortiz

way and I can ensure you that
whatever Kenny Ortiz said to
that person who felt hopeless
was very good advice.

Not a True Representation

Councilman

Fernando Gonzalez

Councilman
William Petrick

PERTH AMBOY - Council-
man Fernando Gonzalez has
made no bones about the lack
of minorities on the City Mu-
nicipal Boards. At the 2/11/15
Council Meeting he said these
Boards do not make a fair rep-
resentation of the composition
of the residents of the City of
Perth Amboy.

Proper procedure is not fol-
lowed when making appoint-
ments.

Councilman Bill Petrick
retorted those statements by
saying race or heritage is not
questioned on the application.
All members of the commu-
nity can apply.

Learn with the

Rabbi at

Panera Yeshiva
WOODBRIDGE - Every
Wednesday in  February,
Rabbi Saks of Congregation
Beth Mordecai of Perth Am-
boy will be at Panera Bread
in Woodbridge (across from
Wegmans) from 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. He will be teach-
ing different Jewish subjects
each week.

Ask the Rabbi

EDISON - Every Wednesday
in February, Rabbi Saks of
Congregation Beth Morde-
cai of Perth Amboy will be at
Menlo Park Mall Food Court
at 12 noon to 1 pm for his
“Ask the Rabbi” program. He
will offer a Jewish perspec-
tive on any question that you
would like to ask.

St. Mary’s
Class of 1969

45+ Reunion

POINT PLEASANT - Please
join us for St. Mary’s High
School, South Amboy, NI
Class of 1969 45+ Class Re-
union on Saturday, May 2,
2015 from 6 p.m. — 10 p.m.
at White Sands Oceanfront
Resort and Spa, Point Pleas-
ant Beach, New Jersey 08742,
Appetizers, Dinner Buffet,
Unlimited Soft Drinks, Tea,
Coffee and Desserts Cash Bar
Entertainment. Casual Dress
$70 pp. There is a $35 non-
refundable deposit due upon
affirming your attendance.
$35 balance due by March 2,
2015. For Information: Face-
book: St Mary’s High School
Class of 1969 South Amboy
&  Class of 1969 reunion.
Contact: smhsclassof1969@
gmail.com.
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Editorial

Continued from Page 4

6 regions that each had their
own dialect. In spite of that,
they all had to learn one spe-
cific dialect so they could all
communicate with each other.

We are a country where many
different languages are spo-
ken, but we need to all speak
a common language for all to
understand.

Spanish is not the only lan-
guage that is on election bal-
lots. In some other States
and Municipalities election
materials are printed in other
languages. In Los Angeles
County, officials are now be
required to offer materials in
Cambodian and Asian Indian
languages in addition to Span-
ish, Chinese, Filipino, Japa-
nese, Korean and Vietnamese.

Instruction guides for the
U.S. Census are available in
50 languages from Albanian to
Yiddish.

This is RIDICULOUS!

What happens if an Ameri-
can Citizen decides to move to
another country and relinquish
their American citizenship?
If they become a citizen of a
non-English speaking country,
would that country be required
to print voting ballots in Eng-
lish just to accommodate
them?

Just wondering. Maybe there
are countries that have done
this.

How many other groups are
going to pop up and say, “We
want ballots printed in our lan-
guage?”’

When are we going to be at
the saturation point printing
forms in all these different lan-
guages/dialects? It think we’re
there now.

Let’s face it. Some people
will use the defense of saying,
“I don’t speak English,” when
you know full well that they
do. This happens more than
often.

What happened to the days
when people came to the Unit-
ed States because they wanted
to better themselves and the
first thing they did was enroll
in a class to learn English?

I remember about 15 years
ago | was in a restaurant and
my waiter had a slight accent.
I asked him where he was
from. He told me Poland and
proceeded to apologize for
his accent which I found very
pleasing. I also remember him

telling me the first thing he
did when he came to Ameri-
ca was to enroll in a class to
learn English. He knew that it
was the only way he could get
ahead in America.

There are just too many tools
available no matter where
you’re from that can help you
master English.

There is a school on Smith
Street in Perth Amboy, that
teaches people how to speak
English.

There is a family friend
of ours who is German and
learned Spanish. When I asked
them, did they take a class for
that? They simply said, “No.”
I just learned by hearing oth-
ers speak it. Because everyone
in my building except for my
family were Spanish.”

Mauro E. Mujica is the Chair-
man/CEO of U.S. English, the
nation’s largest organization
advocating for English as the
official language of the United
States. According to his web-
site: U.S. English: Mugica
states: “Our government’s re-
fusal to embrace English as our
official language has resulted
in a jigsaw puzzle approach
to multilingualism, leaving
speakers of hundreds of lan-
guages stranded. The value of
an official English language
policy has never been greater.”

Radio talk show host Barry
Farber states, “The English
language is the only glue hold-
ing America together.”

The fascinating thing about
Mr. Farber is that he has
knowledge of 25 languages.
He failed Latin in the 9" Grade
but started reading Mandarin
that same summer. He took
up Italian, French and Spanish
before is other. When he was
inducted into the U.S. Army
in 1952, he was tested and
qualified for work in 14 differ-
ent languages. He has written
a book called, How to Learn
Any Language Quickly, Easily,
Inexpensively, Enjoyably and
On Your Own.

With all this knowledge of
language, Farber feels that it
is important that English be-
come the official language of
the United States.

Where do we draw the line?
In my editorials I always ask
people if you have any opin-
ions, feel free to express them.
I would really love for people
to express their opinions on
this subject matter.

CM. & KM.

What Do You Think?
Send us Your Response!

Email The Amboy Guardian
AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Vitale & Codey Take Action To Provide
Hepatitis C Screening to All Baby Boomers

Senate Health Committee Advances Legislation to Require Hospitals and
Health Care Providers to Offer Testing to Certain High-Risk Patients

News Release 2/5/15
TRENTON — A bill sponsored
by Senators Joseph F. Vitale
and Richard J. Codey that
would put New Jersey in line
with CDC recommendations
to test baby boomers for Hep-
atitis C was approved today
by the State Senate.

“I have seen firsthand the ef-
fects that Hepatitis C can have
on an individual and their
family,” said Senator Vitale,
D-Middlesex, Chairman of
the Senate Health Committee.
“If a patient is screened and
made aware of the disease ear-
lier, they can have a real shot
at treatment, often so success-
ful as to remove any trace of
the disease. Real lives can be
saved with this legislation.”

The issue is close to Sena-
tor Vitale’s heart as his father
passed away from compli-
cations due to Hepatitis C,
a disease that he contracted
through a tainted blood trans-
fusion. The Senator notes that
through this legislation, in-
dividuals will be diagnosed
earlier, allowing for effective
treatment to avoid liver dam-
age, cirrhosis and even cancer.

The bill, S-876, would re-
quire hospitals and health
care professionals to provide
individuals born between
1945 and 1965 with a Hepa-
titis C screening. Hepatitis C
is a liver disease that can lead
to scarring of the liver or cir-
rhosis; eventually it can cause

liver cancer, liver disease or
liver failure. Those with the
disease are often asymptom-
atic, allowing for the liver to
be irrevocable damaged prior
to diagnosis and treatment.
“Hepatitis C is one of those
diseases that many individu-
als have without knowing it
until it has advanced to an ir-
revocable stage,” said Sena-
tor Codey, D-Essex and Mor-
ris. “For high-risk patients,
such as those within the Baby
Boomer generation, testing
will provide insight into their
health and allow them to work
with health care professionals
to determine a treatment plan
that could provide them with
life-saving medical care.”
Under the bill, health care
professionals would be re-
quired to offer screenings to
all patients within the age
range except those who are
being treated for a life-threat-
ening emergency, have been
previously screened or offered
to be screened for the disease,
or who lack the capacity to
consent to the screening. If the
patient tests positive for Hepa-
titis C, the hospital or health
care professional would be re-
quired to provide appropriate
follow-up care or refer the pa-
tient to a professional who can
provide follow up care.
Hepatitis C is spread through
blood-to-blood contact, often
through sharing of needles;
although prior to the prac-

tice of screening of blood
supplies in the United States
starting in 1992, many indi-
viduals contracted the disease
through blood transfusions
and organ transplants. In fact,
baby boomers are more than
five times likely to be infected
with Hepatitis C than any oth-
er adult due to lax screenings
prior to the 90s. The Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) estimates that
75 percent of the 2.7 to 3.9
million Americans living with
Hepatitis C fall within this age
range. In 2012, the CDC rec-
ommended all boomer-aged
adults — those born between
1945 and 1965 — be tested for
the disease.

The bill would require the
Commissioner of Health to
evaluate the impact of the bill
with respect to the number of
individuals screened and the
number of individuals who
have received care following
a positive test. The CDC esti-
mates that with universal test-
ing more than 800,000 Hepati-
tis C cases would be diagnosed
and more than 120,000 deaths
prevented nationwide.

Governor Cuomo signed
similar legislation in New
York in October of 2013.

The bill was approved by the
Senate with a vote of 21-14. It
now heads to the General As-
sembly for further consider-
ation.

Municipal Officials Take Aim at Problem
Properties Plaguing NJ

Forum Explores Restoring Towns of Vacant & Abandoned Properties

News Release 2/10/15
WESTAMPTON - Municipal
officials from across the state
convened at a forum in South
Jersey to explore best practices
for managing vacant and aban-
doned problem properties. Lo-
cal decision makers including
mayors, council members, and
department heads participated
in the day long forum will assist
them in developing a problem
property strategy in their com-
munities.

“The issue of abandoned and
vacant properties is a challenge
for many municipalities around
the state. So many local officials
and community leaders are here
today to learn how we can re-
store these areas to productive
use,” said the Honorable Carolyn
V. Chang, mayor of Westampton
Township. “My colleagues and I
are excited to learn about tools
available to us to address these
properties to improve the quality
of life in our neighborhoods.”

“In 2008 when the entire na-
tion experienced an economic
plunge, it affected many com-
munities— with  foreclosed
homes, unemployment and de-
clined commerce,” said the Hon-
orable Wilda Diaz, mayor of the

City of Perth Amboy and presi-
dent of the New Jersey Urban
Mayors Association. “Today, it
is great to have a cross section
of our southern municipalities
working together to address the
issue of abandoned properties, as
we work towards rebuilding our
economic status, beautifying our
cities and addressing the needs
of our community.”

To assist municipal officials
with developing their own va-
cant property strategies, experts
shared tools and best practices
for reclaiming vacant proper-
ties along with municipal case
studies. Participants also how
to utilize tools available at their
disposal through the Abandoned
Properties Rehabilitation Act,
and other legal avenues, to ad-
dress these problem properties,
including strategic code enforce-
ment, vacant property registry
and inspection programs, and
taking title to abandoned proper-
ties.

Participants described the
opportunities and barriers their
communities face, including:

“Most of our properties are
vacant houses, we have a couple
hundred in total throughout the
town in all income group de-

velopments and in rural areas.
The challenge is finding the real
owners to hold responsible.”

“We do tax liens on vacant
properties so that we can fix the
problems like dead trees and
high grass. The most difficult
problem we face is finding banks
or people responsible for the
property. Some properties take
up to a couple of years to notify
us of changes.”

“The problem of keeping the
houses in good repair is costly to
our City. Neighbors do not like
to see overgrown plantings/grass
and a house next door in disre-
pair.”

Today’s forum was hosted by
the Affordable Homes Group,
the Borough of Roselle, the Cen-
ter for Community Progress, the
Housing and Community Devel-
opment Network of New Jersey,
New Jersey Community Capital,
the New Jersey Urban Mayors
Association, and Thomas Edison
State College John S. Watson In-
stitute for Public Policy. Special
guests included the Honorable
Wilda Diaz, mayor of the City
of Perth Amboy and president of
the New Jersey Urban Mayors
Association and the Honorable
Carolyn V. Chang, mayor of the
City of Westampton.
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First Round of Heroin & Prescription Drug

Abuse Measures Now Law

News Release 2/5/15
TRENTON - The first round
of bills championed by the
State Senate to combat the
prescription drug and heroin
abuse epidemic in New Jer-
sey was signed into law today
by the Governor. The three
bills are part of a comprehen-
sive bipartisan bill package
led by Senate Health Human
Services and Senior Citizens
Committee Chairman Joseph
F. Vitale to provide education,
prevention and treatment op-
tions for those dealing with
drug addictions.

“More than a year and a half
ago, we set out to change the
way we think about and ad-
dress drug addiction in New
Jersey, to tackle this perva-
sive problem that is killing
hundreds of our state’s resi-
dents,” said Senator Vitale,
D-Middlesex. “Today, we see
the beginning of that work
paying off as we change laws
and implement programs that
will save individuals’ lives
and help them to begin to re-
cover from their addictions.
From expanding the program
that literally puts a stop to
overdoses through an opiate
antidote to providing those
with an addiction and their
families with up to date in-
formation regarding treatment
options to ensuring that those
who fill our state’s prisons are
getting the right type of treat-
ment so they can enter society
in recovery rather than the
real risk of relapse, these bills
will make a difference in indi-
viduals’ lives. I look forward
to continue to work with the
Governor to complete this bill
package and to put a stop to
this epidemic in New Jersey.”

The first law, S-2378, spon-
sored by Senator Vitale and
Senator Robert Singer, will
expand the Overdose Preven-
tion Act to allow medical pro-
fessionals to provide a stand-
ing order for Naloxone — an
overdose antidote — to other
professionals who work at

HSE (GED)

Classes
PERTH AMBOY - Interested
in obtaining your high school
equivalency (HSE formerly
known as GED) diploma
while getting paid to learn?
If so, please contact the Civ-
ic Justice Corps program at
(732)324-2114 Ext. 102 or
Ext. 100 or visit us at 149 Ke-
arny Ave. (Proprietary House)
Room 401 Perth Amboy, NJ
08861. CJC is a project of the
Jewish Renaissance Founda-
tion. We provide academic,
leadership and career support
to males between the ages of
18-25 years old. We also of-
fer a modest stipend to all our
participants.

syringe exchange programs,
community-based programs,
substance abuse therapy pro-
grams or other organizations
where they come into contact
with people who are suscep-
tible to an opioid overdose.
The law extends the immunity
provisions of the original bill
to allow these professionals
to dispense the antidote to cli-
ents and patients who may be
likely to need the antidote. The
law will go into effect imme-
diately.

“Week after week we con-
tinue to see real stories of how
the use of Naloxone is sav-
ing lives across New Jersey
and giving residents a second
chance. Expanding the reach
of this life-saving antidote will
not only save more lives but
hopefully give more people
struggling with the disease of
addiction a chance to seek out
treatment,” said Senator Sing-
er, R-Monmouth and Ocean.

According to a New Jersey
Advance Media article, 750
New Jerseyans lives were
saved using Naloxone in its
first year of use by law en-
forcement  throughout the
state. The Senators note that
the more available the antidote
is to those who may need to
use it, the better the chance to
save someone’s life and help
transition them into treatment
for their addiction.

The second measure signed
into law today, S-2373, spon-
sored by Senator Vitale and
Senator Dawn Marie Addi-
ego, will help those looking
for the right treatment op-
tions for their own recovery
to make an informed decision.
Under the law, the Division of
Mental Health and Addiction
Services will be required to
annually prepare a Substance
Use Treatment Provider Per-
formance Report including the
patients’ success of remaining
abstinent from drugs and al-
cohol after completion of the
program, employment figures,
education and job training ad-
missions and housing informa-
tion. The law will go into ef-
fect on June 1st.

“In battling the state’s grow-
ing heroin epidemic, we need
to ensure that people seeking
to be healed have access to ef-
fective substance abuse treat-
ment providers,” said Senator
Addiego, R-Burlington, Cam-
den and Atlantic. “This new
law will help us all understand
the treatment facilities that
work well and those that need
improvement, in order to help
more people to successfully
overcome addiction.”

The third law, S-2380, spon-
sored by Senator Vitale and
Senator Raymond J. Lesn-
iak, will require coordination
between the Commissioners
of Human Services and Cor-
rections to ensure that state-

owned correctional facility
inmates are receiving mental
health and substance abuse
disorder services by licensed
service providers. The law re-
quires the creation of a joint
plan between the two depart-
ments that outlines procedures
for identification, evaluation
and treatment for inmates with
mental health or substance
abuse issues. The law will go
into effect on June Ist.

“New Jersey’s prisons are
filled with individuals with an
addiction, often arrested for
drug-related crimes,” said Sen-
ator Lesniak, D-Union. “As a
state, we have the choice be-
tween providing these individ-
uals with treatment, so when
they are released they can be-
come productive members of
society or to release them with
their addictions and watch as
they return to the prison sys-
tem over and over again. We
have made great strides over
the past few years with the
expansion of drug courts, but
if the treatment we are pro-
viding them is not adequate
to get these individuals clean,
our efforts are for naught. This
legislation ensures that the
Department of Corrections is
working closely with the De-
partment of Human Services
Division of Mental Health
and Addiction Services so that
they are not receiving infe-
rior treatment opportunities to
those who are outside the cor-
rectional system.”

The full Senate is set to take
action on three additional mea-
sures that are part of the heroin
package later today. The three
bills are:

* S-2369, sponsored by Sena-
tor Jim Whelan, D-Atlantic
and Senate Republican Leader
Tom Kean, R-Union, Somerset
and Morris, that would codify
and expand the “Project Medi-
cine Drop” program;

» S-2370, sponsored by Sena-
tors Whelan and Joe Kyrillos,
R-Monmouth, that would re-
quire pharmacists, doctors and
advanced practice nurses who
dispense prescription medica-
tion to alert their patients of
safe and proper disposal meth-
ods of excess medications; and
» S-2372, sponsored by Sena-
tors Fred H. Madden, D-
Gloucester and Camden, and
Steve Oroho, R-Sussex, War-
ren and Morris, that would au-
thorize the Attorney General to
coordinate and direct a state-
wide effort of law enforce-
ment agencies along with the
Division of Consumer Affairs
and professional licensing
boards to identify, investigate
and prosecute illegal sources
and distribution of prescrip-
tion opioid drugs.

For more information, please
visit us on the Web:
www.njsendems.com
WWww.senatenj.com

Get Your Financial House in
Order For The New Year

Courtesy of Tom Ploskanka CPA

The arrival of a new year is a great time to assess your house-
hold finances and prepare for new opportunities. To help you
get started, here are a few suggestions:

* Set financial goals. Financially speaking, where do you want
to be a year from now? Will you start a small business, cut
back spending or look for better returns on your investments?
Take time to dream; then put your goals in writing. Thoughtful
planning is a first step toward prioritizing both spending and
saving.
* Review your credit report. The law requires each of the three
major credit bureaus to give you a free copy of your credit
report every twelve months. The reports shouldn’t contain
significant errors; if they do, make sure the discrepancies get
resolved.
* Make or update a home inventory. Go through your house
with a camera and describe what you see, along with perti-
nent information about your most valuable assets (purchase
dates, prices, estimated values). Make an extra copy or two of
the video. Keep one for yourself, put one in a safety deposit
box, or send one to a friend or relative (preferably in another
town) for safe keeping. Should you experience a fire or other
disaster, your home inventory can be vital for getting insur-
ance claims approved.
* Increase your savings. The start of a new year is often a time
when companies offer cost-of-living adjustments (COLASs)
to their employees. If your employer provides such a benefit,
consider contributing a portion of the increase to your 401(k)
plan or other savings account. It’s a relatively painless way to
save more.
* Calculate your net worth. This is a great yardstick for mea-
suring your household’s financial growth (or shrinkage) from
year to year. Simply put, your net worth is the value of your
assets (house, personal property, bank accounts, car, invest-
ments) minus your liabilities (mortgage, credit card balances,
loans). Widely available financial software can help you auto-
mate this task.
* Purge old financial records. If you’re a financial packrat who
keeps old cancelled checks and bank statements long past
when they may be needed for an IRS audit or your own use,
consider shredding them.

If you’d like additional suggestions for setting your financial
house in order this coming year, give us a call.

Pallone Announces Release of
Study to Improve Coastal

Resiliency in New Jersey
Lessons Learned from Superstorm Sandy Can Help
Reduce Impact of Future Storms, Climate Change
News Release 1/28/15 local governments mitigate

WASHINGTON, DC — Today,
Congressman Frank Pallone,
Jr. (NJ-06) announced that the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
has released a report detailing
the results of a two-year study
to address storm and flood
risk to vulnerable populations,
property, ecosystems, and in-
frastructure in areas severely
affected by Superstorm Sandy.
The study, known as the
North Atlantic Coast Compre-
hensive Study, is designed to
help the federal government,
states, and local communi-
ties better understand chang-
ing flood risks associated with
climate change and to provide
tools to help those communi-
ties better prepare for future
storms. Federal funding for
this study was provided by the
Sandy aid package, which Pal-
lone fought for in Congress.
“I am hopeful that this report
will help federal, state, and

the adverse effects of future
disasters,” said Congressman
Pallone. “This study builds on
the lessons we learned from
Superstorm Sandy and allows
officials to use the latest sci-
ence and tools to ensure that
New Jersey coastal communi-
ties are resilient to the impacts
of climate change, as well as
future storms.”

Through the study, the Army
Corps of Engineers has de-
veloped a nine-step “Coastal
Storm Risk Management
Framework,” which will help
officials identify and reduce
risks in their town or state and
can be customized for differ-
ent coastal areas. The report
also analyzed the potential im-
pacts of sea level rise on areas
affected by Superstorm Sandy
and found that more attention
must be paid to bayside areas
where the effects of sea level
change will be felt first.



10. The Amboy Guardian * February 18, 2015

Rainbow
Loom Club

SOUTH AMBOY - Thurs-
days in October at 4 p.m. at
the Dowdell Library of South
Amboy, 100 Harold G. Hoft-
man Plaza, South Amboy. For
more info call 732-721-6060.
All Ages!

OLYV Senior
Group Casino

Trips
SAYREVILLE - The OLV Se-
nior Group is sponsoring ca-
sino trips for February 22, and
March 22, 2015. The Group
will be going to the Sands Ca-
sino in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania. The cost of the trips is
$35.00 with $20.00 slot play
and $5.00 in a food voucher.
For further information or to
make a reservation, contact
Geri at 732-257-4351.

NFL Flag
Football

League
SOUTH AMBOY - The NFL
and the YMCA of Metuchen,
Edison, & South Amboy are
teaming up again for our an-
nual Association wide Flag
Football League. The League
is open to boys and girls ages
8-12. Teams will be made and
given an NFL team name.
Players who register early
will receive a NFL jersey. The
season will run from March 8
through May 31 with games
played on Sundays between
fields in Metuchen, Edison and
South Amboy. Time to be de-
termined. Registration is now
open and will close on March
2. Please contact Kaleigh
DeLucca at 732-553-9622
or email kaleigh.delucca@
ymcaofmewsa.org if you have
any questions.

LIVESTRONG

at the YMCA

12 Weeks of Healing
SOUTH AMBOY - The South
Amboy Y is offering a FREE
12 week program for cancer
survivors starting February
17 through May 7. Extensive
research has shown that exer-
cise for individuals recovering
from cancer, and individuals
going through treatment for
cancer, can help reduce fa-
tigue and loss of strength. The
program meets twice a week,
Tuesdays 6-7pm and Thurs-
days 1-2pm, and will give par-
ticipants a gradual approach
to exercise as they work hand
in hand with our experienced
trainers and staff. There will
be a focus on cardio exercise
and progress into weights,
stability and endurance. For
more information, contact
Lois Griffin at 732-316-8219
or lois.griffin@ymcaofmewsa.
org.

Xbox Club

SOUTH AMBOY- Xbox from
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fri-
days at the Dowdell Library of
South Amboy, 100 Harold G.
Hoffman Plaza, South Amboy.
For more info call 732-721-
6060.

Pirohi Sale

PERTH AMBOY - St. John
the Baptist Orthodox Church
is having a Pirohi Sale. Order
date is Feb. 23" to Feb 26™.
Call 732-826-7067 between
9 am. to 1 p.m. to place your
order. All gourmet items are
handmade. Potato Pirohi - $8/
dozen. Pickup date is March
3 & March 4™ at 404 Division
St., Perth Amboy.

Atlantic City
Bus Trip

PERTH AMBOY - Trip to
Caesar’s Casino Every First
Thursday of Each Month. Bus
leaves 12 Noon from Knights
of Columbus, 228 High St.,
Perth Amboy. Cost $30 per
person. Receive a $30 slot
card. For more info call Joe at
732-826-0819.

Raritan Bay
Medical Center
Seeking
Volunteer
Greeters

Press Release

PERTH AMBOY - Raritan
Bay Medical Center is look-
ing for compassionate adults
who are interested in volun-
teering their time to serve as
customer greeters. At the hos-
pital’s Perth Amboy location,
volunteer customer greeters
are stationed in the main en-
trance lobby to assist patients,
families and visitors, answer
their questions and guide them
through the facility. Bilingual
English and Spanish speaking
greeters are most needed.

Volunteers can make a dif-
ference for visitors and pro-
vide a valuable contribution
by donating as little as four
hours of time, once a week.
Hospital volunteers have a
unique opportunity to connect
with people on a personal lev-
el, advance RBMC’s mission
and help provide high-quality
healthcare to those in need.
Those interested, adults only,
should call Manager of Volun-
teer Services Susan Pasternack
at 732-324-5006.

After a brief orientation and
training, volunteers will be
able to greet and assist visi-
tors through the medical cen-
ter. In addition to escorting
and greeting visitors, volun-
teers gain a feeling of personal
satisfaction, meet new friends
and support the medical cen-
ter. A uniform, free parking
and meal allowance are also
provided.

C is for Cookie
SOUTH AMBOY - Ages 3-4
yrs. old. Tuesdays at 2:30
p-m. at the Dowdell Library
of South Amboy, 100 Harold
G. Hoffman Plaza, South Am-
boy. For more info call 732-
721-6060. Decorate Cookies
- Hear a fun story!

Proprietary
House Open

PERTH AMBOY - Free Tours
of The Royal Governor’s
Mansion, located at 149 Ke-
arny Ave. Perth Amboy N.J.
on Sunday the 22" of Febru-
ary, from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. For
more information please call
(732) 826-5527 or contact us
at www.theproprietaryhouse.
org.

Edison AARP
Chapter 3446

EDISON - The following is a
schedule of events for the com-
ing months, which are open to
non members. Feb. 19, 2015:
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
- “Jukehouse Heroes” - For
more info call Mary Ann at
732-287-3659. For additional
info visit our website at www.
edisonaarp.org.

Photography

Classes
PERTH AMBOY - Come
learn Portrait Photography.
Lessons take place at the Ke-
arny Cottage, 63 Catalpa Ave.
at 7 p.m., Tuesdays starting
2/17/15 will last an 8 week
session. Must have a Digital
Camera. $50 pp for 8 week
session. For more info call
Paul at 732-293-1090 or 908-
812-4549.

Lenten
Fish Fry’s

SOUTH AMBOY - South
Amboy FElks No. 784, 601
Washington Ave, South Am-
boy, N.J. Fish Fry’s every Fri-
day Night During The Lenten
Season. 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Starting February 20th until
April 3rd. Come and join us
every Friday!!! For more info:
call 732-727-7170

Spaghetti

Dinner
PERTH AMBOY - The
NJROTC is having a Spaghet-
ti Dinner on Friday. Feb. 20"
at American Legion Post 45,
530 Smith St., Perth Amboy
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
For tickets or questions speak
to the NJROTC Unit SNSI by
emailing PAHSNJROTC@
GMAIL.COM. Menu: Choice
of Pasta Salad, mini sandwich/
bread, choice of drink.

Vet’s Coffee

House
PERTH AMBOY - Attention
area vets of our Armed Forc-
es. The Salvation Army Vet’s
Coffee House meets once a
month, every 2™ Thursday for
coffee, donuts and conversa-
tion. Time is 19:00 - 21:00
located at the corner of Wash-
ington Street and State Street,
Perth Amboy. We can be
reached at the Salvation Army
732-826-7040. We look for-
ward to meeting you.

Civil War
Round Table

WOODBRIDGE - The Robert
E. Lee Civil War Round Table
of Central New Jersey will
hold its next meeting at the
Woodbridge Public Library on
Monday, March 9th, at 7:00
p.m. The guest speaker will be
John Heiser and his topic will
be “The 50th Anniversary of
the Battle of Gettysburg.” The
meeting is open to the public
and all are welcome.

Audra
McDonald

Performance
PERTH AMBOY - With the
growing need to serve more
individuals in need, the Jew-
ish Renaissance Family of
Organizations (JRFO) has
partnered with NJPAC as part
of their 2015 fundraising cam-
paign. The JRFO invites you
to a night of captivating per-
formance with Audra McDon-
ald on April 19th at 3pm at
NJPAC. Contact Lisette Leb-
ron at 732-376-6642 for ticket
information.

Saint Patrick’s
Day Harp &
Violin Duo

Concert
SOUTH AMBOY - Calling all
Irish! Join Merynda Adams
and Christopher Collins Lee as
they team up for this wonder-
ful concert of music for violin
and harp. Mr. Lee is a world-
famous violinist who holds
degrees from the Juilliard
School of Music, a Doctor-
ate from SUNY Stony Brook,
and five Honorary Doctor-
ates from foreign institutions.
Adams, an internationally re-
nowned harpist, has performed
throughout the United States,
France, Belgium, the Nether-
lands, and Puerto Rico. Ms.
Adams has performed with the
New Jersey Symphony, New
York Grand Opera, New Phil-
harmonic, and many others.
Sunday-March 8, 2015; 4:00
p-m., at Saint Mary Church,
256 Augusta St., South Am-
boy! Free admission ($15 do-
nation suggested). A special
IRISH RECEPTION will fol-
low the concert in honor of
Saint Patrick’s Day.

Knitting Circle
SOUTH AMBOY - There will
be a Knitting Circle on the
first and third Tuesday each
month at 6 p.m. at the Dowdell
Library, 100 Harold G. Hoft-
man Plaza, South Amboy. For
more info call 732-72 1-6060.

K of C Lenten
Linguini

Dinners
FORDS - Our Lady of Peace
Knights of Columbus Council
#9199 of Fords is sponsoring
their annual Lenten Linguini
Dinners every Friday in Lent,
except Good Friday. The din-
ners will be served from 5 p.m.
— 7 p.m. in the cafeteria below
the Church.

The menu includes Linguini,
with a choice of Red (Marina-
ra) or White clam sauce, salad,
garlic bread, coffee, soda and
desserts. The menu will also
include our FAMOUS HOME-
MADE PIZZA! The cost is
$10 for adults, $9 for Senior
Citizens, $5 for children under
12 and children under 5 are
free. There is a special family
price of $20 (EAT IN ONLY).
A family would consist of
only 2 adults and any children
under 12. No reservations
are necessary and take-out is
available. For more info call
Tony at 732-233-4473.

Teen Summit
PERTH AMBOY - Think,
Act, & Believe Youth Devel-
opment’s mission is to create
an atmosphere for scholars
to learn key life skills while
exercising creativity through
self-expression and realiza-
tion of their passions. We have
created a weekend long event
called the T.A.B. Teen Sum-
mit, which will allow us to ful-
fill our mission.

The Summit takes place on
the weekend of March 13th-
15th at The Perth Amboy
Community Center. (FRI 6pm-
9pm, SAT. 9 am. - 8 p.m., &
SUN 10 a.m. - 1p.m.)

Think, Act, & Believe Youth
Development & the Perth
Amboy Recreation Dept. will
present our T.A.B. Spring
Teen Summit. This is a free
event catered to High School
students as a way to empower
and encourage them to be the
best versions of themselves.
Some topics that will be cov-
ered during this event will
include teamwork, self-aware-
ness, compassion for others,
and the importance of support.
Empowering our youth in a
positive way creates a brighter
future for not only themselves
but for our city and commu-
nity as a whole.

Registration Ends on March.
6th. You can also register at:
www.ThinkActBelieve.com/
Youth-Development. 848-459-
9947 or email LD@ThinkAct-
Believe.com
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Swearing-in Ceremony for New Police Officers 2/13/15

*Photos by Paul W. Wang

PERTH AMBOY - Five new Police Officers were sworn in on Friday, February 13 at City Hall Council Chambers. The Police Officers sworn
in were: Frank E. Cristiano, Johnathan Coronado, Dennis Marte, Anthony Colon and Enmanuel Pena-Sanchez. Congratulations to the new
officers.

OLYV Senior
Group Casino

Trips
SAYREVILLE - The OLV Se-
nior Group is sponsoring ca-
sino trips for February 22, and
March 22. The Group will be
going to the Sands Casino in
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The
cost of the trips is $35.00 with
$20.00 slot play and $5.00 in
a food voucher. For further
information or to make a res-
ervation, contact Geri at 732-
257-4351.

OLYV Senior

Group March
Meeting

SAYREVILLE - The OLV
Senior Group will hold their
March meeting on Friday,
March 6 at 1:00 p.m. in Monsi-
gnor Dalton Hall. After a short
business meeting, we will have
a guest speaker. Members are
invited to wear their favorite
St. Patrick’s Day attire. Please
bring a non-perishable food
item for the St. Vincent de
Paul food bank. Trip money
is due for Sands trip, Biltmore
trip and the Radio City trip.
For further information con-
tact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Car Raffle

PERTH AMBOY - Sponsored
by Saint John Paul I Parish. 1st
Prize - 2015 Chevrolet Cruze;
2nd Prize - Two round trip air-
line tickets to Florida, Puerto
Rico or Dominican Republic
- donated by Ana Maria Zeval-
los/Skrocki Home for Funer-
als; 3rd Prize - Flat screen
55” TV donated by Toshiba;
4th Prize 15.6” Touch-Screen
Laptop, donated by Tropical
Cheese Industries; Sth Prize
- IPad 16 GB, donated by
United Poles Federal Credit
Union; 6th Prize - X-Box
One, donated by Zylka Fu-
neral Home; 7th Prize - $500
Gift Certificate Card, donated
by Quisqueya Restaurant; 8th
Prize - Home Theater System,
Donated by K&K Project; 9th
Prize 4 Burner Stainless Gas
Grill, donated by Petra Best
Realty; 10th Prize - Micro-
wave Oven, donated by Flynn
& Son Funeral Home.

Drawing is Saturday, May
30,2015 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Ste-
phen’s Auditorium, 500 State
St., Perth Amboy. No substitu-
tion of the offered prize may
be made and no cash will be
given in lieu of the prize. NO
one under the age of 18 is per-
mitted to participate. Winner
need not be present. Winner
is responsible for all Federal
and State Tax. For more info
call 732-826-1395. All pro-
ceeds benefit St. John Paul II
Parish. Tickets are $20 each.
R.L.-3099
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2015 RYC Commemorative

Calendars For Sale

PERTH AMBOY - Raritan Yacht Club, Perth Amboy will
be celebrating their 150th Anniversary in 2015. To “Kick
Off” the New Year, a limited edition, commemorative cal-
endar with 13 vintage photographs is available for $15 by
contacting the RYC Office 732-826-2277 or Barbara Booz
732-442-4234.

2015 Commemorative Historic
Perth Amboy Calendars

2015 Historic Perth Amboy Calendars are avail-
able at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth
Amboy 732-442-3000 or at Fertigs Dept. Store, 195
New Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy 732-646-8337 or
Call Paul or Katherine at 732-293-1090. This year,
the Calendars feature full color paintings by Artist
Francis McGinley from Donald Johnstone Peck’s
book, “An American Journey of Hope.” Sponsored
by the Kearny Cottage Historical Association and
the Friends of Perth Amboy Free Public Library.
Calendars are $15 Each.

Grandparents
Newborn Care

Buffalo
Soldiers
Presentation

Class
PERTH AMBOY - Raritan
Bay Medical Center is provid-

New Date
PERTH AMBOY - In honor
of Black History Month there
will be a presentation on the
Buffalo Soldiers at 1 p.m. on
Sunday, February 22 at the
Kearny Cottage, 63 Catalpa
Ave. Sponsored by the Kearny
Cottage Historical Associa-
tion and the Friends of Perth
Amboy Free Public Library.
$5 Suggested Donation. Light
refreshments available.

ing a Grandparents Newborn
Care Class Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 18, 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Raritan Bay Area YMCA, 357
New Brunswick Ave., Perth
Amboy, NJ. The class is about
learning to help in your grand-
baby’s growth and develop-
ment. The newest research in
baby care will be discussed.
Cost is $50 per couple. Make
checks payable to RBMC.
Registration required, call
1-800-DOCTORS.

Arturo Alfonso

Schomburg
An Afro Puerto Rican
Contribution to
African American

History Month
PERTH AMBOY - In honor
of African American History
Month on Friday, February
27 from 12 noon to 2 p.m.;
The Puerto Rican Association
for Human Development, Inc.
(PRAHD) will present the or-
ganization’s 2™ annual Arturo
Alfonso Schomburg African
American  History Month
Award to Ms. Edna Dorothy
Carty-Daniel, an individual
who exemplifies excellence
and service to the Perth Am-
boy community. New Jersey
Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno
will give remarks.

St. Patrick’s

Day Dinner
SAYREVILLE - The Sayre-
ville United Methodist Church
will be having their annual St.
Patrick’s Day Corned Beef
Dinner on Saturday, March
7, 2015 from 6 - 8 pm at
Sayreville United Method-
ist Church, 406 Main Street,
Sayreville, NJ 08872. Cost:
Adult: $10.00, Seniors/Stu-
dents/Children 5-12: $8.00,
Children under 5: Free Dinner
of Spaghetti & Meatballs. Din-
ner Includes: Corned Beef or
Spaghetti & Meatballs, Boiled
Cabbage & Carrots, Boiled
Potatoes, Rye Bread or Roll,
Beverage and Dessert. For
questions or additional tick-
ets, please contact: Christine
Glace (732)613-8768.

Pot O’ Gold
Tricky Tray

PERTH AMBOY - The St.
Ann Society of Ukrainian
Catholic Church of the As-
sumption is sponsoring a Pot
O’ Gold Tricky Tray and Gift
Auction on Sunday, March 1,
at Assumption Catholic School
Auditorium, 380 Meredith St.,
Perth Amboy. Doors open at
12 noon and the drawings be-
gin at 2:00 p.m. Admission is
$8.00. There are hundreds of
prizes at the end of this rain-
bow, including electronic and
tech super-prizes, an “It’s Your
Lucky Day!” birth date raffle,
“Beautiful Baskets” raffle, 50-
50 Money Raffle, and more.
Complimentary cake, coffee,
and tea will be served. The
kitchen will be open for an in-
ternational lunch featuring hot
dogs, cabbage and noodles,
kielbasa and kraut, empana-
das, Irish potato soup, soda,
water, and snacks. Tickets are
available in advance for this
St. Patty’s themed event from
members of St. Ann Society
or at the door. For more infor-
mation call the rectory, (732)
826-0767.

/Academy for Urban Leadership\

Charter School
will be holding a lottery
for incoming-Freshmen
(school year 2015-2016) on
Thursday, March §, 2015 at 7 p.m.
All completed applications must
be submitted to the main office by
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 by 3 p.m.
Location at 612 Amboy Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ

\Call 848-203-3742 for Information ,

OLV Senior

Group March
Meeting

SAYREVILLE - The OLV
Senior Group will hold their
March meeting on Friday,
March 6,, 2015 at 1:00 PM in
Monsignor Dalton Hall. Af-
ter a short business meeting,
we will have a guest speaker.
Members are invited to wear
their favorite St. Patrick’s Day
attire. Please bring a non-per-
ishable food item for the St.
Vincent de Paul food bank.
Trip money is due for Sands
trip, Biltmore trip and the Ra-
dio City trip. For further in-
formation contact Teri at 732-
727-7639.

Birthday
Parties at the
South Amboy Y

SOUTH AMBOY - Relax and
let the Y host your child’s next
birthday party! No fuss, no
mess, no worries... Parties
can be almost totally custom-
ized by you. Try a Y! Party
featuring traditional games,
mat play, face painting, and
parachute, or a Dance Party
with your choice of music. Of
course, most children love our
Swim/Gym Parties with an
hour of swim time, followed
by an hour of sports play in
the gymnasium. All parties
include pizza and party hosts.
Dates are booking quickly for
the winter, so reserve your
child’s birthday weekend to-
day! For more information
on Birthday Parties, please
contact our Member Services
Desk at 732-553-9622.

E-Book Help

SOUTH AMBOY - There are
free E-Book Help on Thurs-
days from 6:15 p.m. to 7:45
p-m. at the Dowdell Library,
100 Harold G. Hoffman Plaza,
South Amboy. For more info
call 732-721-6060.

Flu Shots
Available

PERTH AMBOY - Don’t Let
the Flu Be Your Costume.
Get your vaccination at the
JRMC. Schedule your ap-
pointment today at one of
our locations. Perth Amboy,
275 Hobart Street, (732) 376-
9333 or email contactus@jmec.
us. In Newark - 5 locations
(973) 679-7709 or email new-
arkhealthcenters@jrmc.us

Childbirth
Education
Class

PERTH AMBOY - Raritan
Bay Medical Center is spon-
soring a one day Childbirth
Education class Saturday,
February 28, 8 am. to 5 p.m.
The class is designed to help
expectant parents better under-
stand the childbearing process.
A registered nurse with special
training in labor, delivery and
childcare techniques will facil-
itate the class. It will be held
at Raritan Bay Area YMCA,
357 New Brunswick Ave.,
Lower Level, Perth Amboy.
The fee for the course is $125
per couple. Registration re-
quired, call 1.800.DOCTORS
(1.800.362.8677) and refer-
ence zip code 08861.



Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those
who art in greatest need,
thou who shineth as a star
of hope in the midst of dark-
ness, blessed Saint Rita, bright
mirror of God’s grace, in pa-
tience and fortitude thou art a
model of all the states in life.
I unite my will with the will
of God through the merits of
my Savior Jesus Christ, and
in particular through his pa-
tient wearing of the crown
of thorns, which with tender
devotion thou didst daily con-
template. Through the merits
of the holy Virgin Mary and
thine own graces and virtues,
I ask thee to obtain my earnest
petition, provided it be for the
greater glory of God and my
own sanctification. Guide and
purify my intention, O holy
protectress and advocate, so
that I may obtain the pardon
of all my sins and the grace to
persevere daily, as thou didst
in walking with courage, gen-
erosity, and fidelity down the
path of life. (Mention your re-
quest.)

Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us.

Saint Rita, advocate of the
helpless, pray for us.

Recite the Our Father, Hail
Mary, and Glory Be three
times each. K.M. & C.M.

Answers

From Puzzle
On Page 15

Petition to
St. Jude

May the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus be adored, glorified, loved
and preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, have mer-
cy on us. St. Jude worker of
Miracles, pray for us. St. Jude,
helper of the hopeless, pray for
us.

Say this prayer nine times a
day for nine days. It has never
been known to fail. Publica-
tion must be promised.

Thank you, St. Judle M.P.

Prayer to St. Joseph

for Employment

Dear Saint Joseph, you were
yourself once faced with the
responsibility of providing
the necessities of life for Jesus
and Mary. Look down with
fatherly compassion upon me
in my anxiety over my present
inability to support my family.
Please help me find gainful
employment very soon, so that
this heavy burden of concern
will be lifted from my heart
and that [ am soon able to pro-
vide for those whom God has
entrusted to my care. Help
us to guard against bitterness
and discouragement, so that
we may emerge from this trial
spiritually enriched and with
even greater blessings from
God. Amen. A.M.R.

Novena to St. Jude

Most holy Apostle, St. Jude,
faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the Church honors and
invokes you universally, as
the patron of difficult cases,
of things almost despaired
of, Pray for me, I am so help-
less and alone. Intercede with
God for me that He bring vis-
ible and speedy help where
help is almost despaired of.
Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive
the consolation and help of
heaven in all my necessities,
tribulations, and sufferings,
particularly - (make your re-
quest here) - and that I may
praise God with you and all
the saints forever. I promise,
Oh Blessed St. Jude, to be
ever mindful of this great fa-
vor granted me by God and to
always honor you as my spe-
cial and powerful patron, and
to gratefully encourage devo-
tion to you. Amen. A4.L.

8" Pastoral
Anniversary of
Concord Missionary

Baptist Church
PERTH AMBOY - The Con-
cord  Missionary  Baptist
Church, 795 State St. cele-
brates its 8" Pastoral Anniver-
sary of The Rev. Fred E. Sharp,
On Sunday, February 15,2015.
The Guest Preacher For The
10:30 a.m. Service will be the
Rev. Ernest Jackson, Associate
Pastor Of New Hope Bapptist
Church, Metuchen, New Jer-
sey. Preacher For The 4:00
p-m. Service will be the Rev.
Dr. Ronald L. Olwens, Senior
Pastor Of New Hope Baptist
Church, Metuchen, New Jer-
sey. All Are Invited.

LOOKING BACK

PERTH AMBOY - Fundraiser for Perth Amboy General Hospital Building Fund circa 1930’s.

*Photo Courtesy of the Perth Amboy Free Public Library
This Photo was restored under a grant for the Kearny Cottage Archiving project by the Middlesex
Cultural and Heritage Commission
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Senior Scene

Happenings

Perth Amboy
WED. Feb. 18  Simpson Seniors, 10 a.m.,
Williamson Hall, High St.
. Holy Rosary Seniors, 12:30 p.m., Auditorium,
Florida Grove Rd.
. St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
. Holy Trinity Seniors, 1 p.m.,

Church Hall, Lawrie & Johnstone St.
THURS. Feb. 19 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m.,
Family Life Center, Madison Ave.

MON. Feb. 23 St. James Golden Girls, 10 a.m.,
Fellowship Hall, Commerce St.
TUES. Feb. 24  Holy Spirit Seniors, 12:30 p.m.,

Church Hall, Brace Ave.
. Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m.,
Presbyterian Center, Market St.

WED. Feb. 25  Simpson Seniors, 10 a.m.,
Williamson Hall, High St.
. Holy Rosary Seniors, 12:30 p.m., Auditorium,
Florida Grove Rd.
. St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.

THURS. Feb. 26 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m.,
Family Life Center, Madison Ave.

South Amboy
MON. Feb. 23 Sacred Heart Seniors, 12 Noon

Memorial Hall, Wash Ave.

MON. Mar. 2 St. Mary’s Seniors, 12 Noon,
Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.
WED. Mar. 11  South Amboy Seniors, 12 Noon,

Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.

Attn: If Your Club changes Your
Schedule due to the Holidays or if you have
Community Events to Submit

Please give us two weeks advanced notice!
732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610
AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine
Massopust is available at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front

St., Perth Amboy or in Fertig’s Department Store, 195 New
Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy For more info call Katherine
at 732-261-2610 or call the Barge at 732-442-3000 - or Fer-
tig’s at 732-646-8337 - A Great Gift!
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can
Go Here for

$11

a week
10 Week
Minimum
Required

Auto Repair/Service

Tell Our Advertisers
YOU SAWIT IN

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can
Go Here for

$11

a week
10 Week
Minimum

Required

Cash for Cars

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can
Go Here for

$11

a week
10 Week
Minimum

Required

Classified’s

Now Hiring

Licensed Cosmetologist/
Barber needed for Fam-
ily Salon. Call 848-203-
2338 3/11

BE
ws
. 774 Convery Blvd.

TEL: 732-826-2388
FAX: 732-826-2088
: We Cater
Call for
Mare Info

Mon-T

: Free Delivery
i (Minimum $10.00)

For Sale

Music Sheet Music for
Piano $1 - Music Books
$5 732-442-1953

: Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

Catering and Dining

E o F- |
CARDEN

Best Chinese Food Eat In Or Take Out

10% OFFJ
With This AD |E

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK i

“hurs:11:00 AM - 10:30 PM |

Fri. & Sat:11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Sun: 12 Noon- 10:30 PM

Try our Ialian Chicken
AG H

Household Items - Carpet
Steamer - $45, lamp - $10
TV - $20 - 732-967-6587

Sharpening

Make dull stuff sharp
“Cheap” - knives, scis-
sors, garden tools - 732-
442-3430

Show display cases - good
condition - must sell $20
732-382-5096

Sheep Skin Coat Size 42
Fr. Tripler Like New $60
732-727-8417

Sony 3D Blu-Ray DVD
Player - used one time -
$60 - 732-721-4477

Pre-lit X-mas Tree 7 1/2
ft. 700 Lights - Excellent
Cond. Pd. $150 - Sell

Cement Mixer - Electric,
3 Cubic Feet, Good Work-
ing Condition $50 or Of-
fer 732-750-1340

Three Piece American
Tourister Luggage with
wheels $75 732-442-1642

Joe  Weider  Workout
Bench Signature Series
Like New $60 732-727-
1306

Super Blower Vacuum
Toro  Electric ~ Model
51587 - 732-826-6324

Kenmore Gold Washer
$35; Kenmore White Gas
Dryer $35 732-826-1651

Blue house birdcage $20
732-277-0706

$45 - 732-324-0964 -
leave message

1950s Wood Sled - $30;

Uprite Vacuum Hoover
with Attachments $50
732-442-9454

50/60 Typewriter; Fog
Lights (2); 1900 Tobacco
Cards asking $75 - 732-
713-0536

Oak Armor with TV in-
cluded. Can Send Picture
$75 732-925-6542

For Sale - Vintage Play-
boy Hustler Magazines
$10 Each or 3 for $25

Whirlpool Electric Dryer
- Runs Great! Moving! -
Must Sell - 732-417-9209

Sony Megastorage 200
CD Player $45 732-595-
6334

Christmas Decore - large
assortment lights, wreaths,
balls, etc. $25 - 732-826-
5865

2 Dell Computer Bags -
Nylon 17 inch $10. Excel-

732-826-3716.

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner
Ball Model - Like New

Chain Saw - Gas - 16”
Homelite - Mint Condi-
tion $60 - 732-721-4477

lent Condition - 732-642-
7182

Metal black Futon $75

$75 - 732-290-1551

Golf Balls - like new
$1.00/dozen. Golf Shoes

Green Jacket - Medium
with pockets - excellent
condition - $35 or B.O.
732-642-7182

Livingroom  Chairs -
Wood Cloth $70 732-442-
3036

wet/dry 10 1/2 - 11
$10.00 - 732-721-4214

2 Piece Furniture - chair
& sofa, tan color, good
condition $75. 732-887-
2235

Ads Sell

Call Carolyn
732-896-4446

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50
5 Weeks for .... $30

Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 « PERTH AMBOY * NJ 08862

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian,
you may use this coupon.

A Petition to
St. Joseph

Dear St. Joseph, head of the
most perfect household, foster
father of Jesus and guardian
of His mother Mary, I confi-
dently place myself and all my
concerns under your care and
protection. I ask that, through
your powerful intercession
with God, you obtain for me all
the help and graces that I need
for my spiritual and temporal
welfare and in particular, the
special favor I now ask there
mention or think of your home
sale or any other petition, es-
pecially family needs. Good
St. Joseph, I know with confi-
dence, that your prayers on my
behalf will be heard by God
and that He will grant my re-
quest, if it be for His glory and
my greater good. Thank you St.
Joseph, for having responded to
my call. Amen. G.TA.

Cost $10.

Pre-payment required.

Name

Address

Phone ( )

Initials at end of prayer

Please circle one prayer, and return
form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian
P.O. Box 127
Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Prayer To St. Claire For Employment

Prayer To Blessed Mother Prayer To Holy Spirit

Prayer To Blessed Virgin Thanksgiving Novena

St. Jude Novena Pray The Rosary

A Petition to
St. Jude

May the sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughout the world, now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, have mercy on us.
St. Jude, worker of Miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper
of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a
day for nine days. It has nev-
er been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you, St. Jude
EM.J.

Prayer To St. Jude
Novena To St. Anthony
Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER
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Classified Ads SERVICE DIRECTORY

Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

. Dry Cleaning Hall For Rent
The Amboy Guardian
Classified’s Work! KIMBER
assiiicea-s Ork.
DRY CLEANING
! FREE CLASSIFIED AD V| -t Work Done On Premises
! FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER | " Same Day Cleaning
* Expert Tailoring
I Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-1 & Alterations
hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am- 106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell
] those items. Merchandise must be used and not new items || Graphic Design Hall Available

for sale items. Please send one ad per family per week.
I I

Need an
Advertisement
Designed?

Call 732-293-1090

Newspaper, Photography,
Photo Restoration, etc.
www.photosbythebay.com

Counseling Insurance

Heart Soul Mind Body
Christian Counseling
720 King George Post Rd.
Ste. 307 Fords
James M. DeStefano,
L.C.S.W.

732-887-1530
JMD1111@AOL.COM
Individual, Family &
Children
14 yrs. exp. with depres-
sion, anxiety, addictions
and more

Now Hiring

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Mediation Consulting

R.T. McCRAY ASSOCIATE

Mediation Consulting
76 Main Street Woodbridge, NJ 07095
732-855-9177, Facsimile 732-855-9171

website http://www.mccrayassocs.com
Richard T. McCray, JD, PIA, CPM

“&~r Court Approved Mediator
%.59; ir Business to Business * Insurance
=" Employer/Employee * Family Matters

SETTLEMENT BY MEDIATION helps the parties

facilitate a mediated settlement with less cost and time.
Family Quarrel * Breach of Contract * Less Standard of Customary Care
Workplace Disy s * Overdue Pay ts on Book Accounts

Pest Control

Your Ad Here Sewer Drain Cleaning

Your Ad Can
Go Here for

$11

a week
10 Week
Minimum
Required




Want to Sell Your
Home Quickly?

Call

Petra Best Realty!

329 SMITH STREET « PERTH AMBOY
(732) 442-1400 » (732) 442-1480 fax

The Real Estate Team With

Dedication, Vision and Results!
FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

IN THIS CHANGING MARKET, HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU WONDERED HOW MUCH YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH?

CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

FORDS - Beautiful Ranch 2 bedroom contemporary styl-
ish with many upgrades. Kitchen cabinets will be replaced
by different ones. It is being sold in “AS IS” condition.
Buyer is resp. for Smoker Cert. and all repairs. $175,000

e —————
CARTERET - Short Sale. Buyer resp. for C/O inspec-
tion. $189,900

PERTH AMBOY - Absolutely gorgeous split level, in the
best Eagle Rock location features 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath
formal dining room, Family room finished basement with
built in bar, A/C. and much more a must see to appreciate
$259,000

EDISON - CHARMING WELL MAINTAINED CAPE-
COD WITH A HUGE BACKYARD. NOTHING TO DO
BUT MOVE IN. SHOW IT AND BRING OFFER, SELL-
ER VERY MOTIVATED TO SELL. GARAGE WAS
CONVERTED INTO A STORAGE ROOM. $259,900

e ——
PERTH AMBOY - Charming 4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
property at the desirable waterfront section, freshly paint-
ed full basement, Formal dining room, water view and

much more! $269,000

e ——
_
PERTH AMBOY - The whole apartment has been fully

renovated. Front and back porches and access to drive-
way. $1,350 Mo/Rent

ELIZABETH - Great opportunity!! First level a Barber
Shop and a Beauty Salon plus 2 3 bedrooms apartments.
$200,000

[ ————
PERTH AMBOY - Great potential with this handy man
special, all brick, no heat, electricity, needs lots of work
but huge possibilities. Subject to sub-division. Buyer is
resp. for all repairs and C/O. $159,000

_—------—-——
e —
PERTH AMBOY - Split level home with 5 bedrooms. 1.5
bathrooms but also has an unfinished room in the addition
that is set to be a 2nd full bathroom. Beautiful landscap-
ing throughout the property. Large Shed in yard. Nice

deck that leads to a pool. Jacuzzi in the yard as is. Home
is 5 minutes Outer Bridge/Parkway/Turnpike. $284,999




