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PERTH AMBOY - Kenneth Gonzalez is sworn in as a Perth Amboy Municipal Court Judge in the Perth 
Amboy City Council Chambers (L to R) Mayor Wilda Diaz, Kenneth Gonzalez, son, Michael, daughter, 
Kimberly and wife, Jeannette. (Story on Page 2)     *Photo by Katherine Massopust*Continued on Page 8

Benjamin Ruiz with Larry Cattano
*File Photo by Carolyn Maxwell

Mayor Diaz Appoints Acting Police Chief
Cattano Takes Over For Suspended Chief Ruiz

Mayor Diaz’s State-
ment on Police Chief 

Allegations
News Release 12/16/14
PERTH AMBOY — Mayor 
Wilda Diaz responds to the 
Middlesex County Prosecu-
tor’s charges against Chief 
Benjamin Ruiz, below:
    “I have been informed by 
the Middlesex County Pros-
ecutor’s Office that it has 
charged the Chief of Police 
with allegations announced in 
a statement by Prosecutor An-
drew Carey.
    Throughout my six years as 
Mayor of Perth Amboy, I have 
prided myself on running an 
open and ethical administra-
tion. I have taken immediate 
action to ensure the best in-
terest of the residents of our 
community.
   Although we live in a so-
ciety where each one of us is 
innocent until proven guilty, 
the Middlesex County Pros-
ecutor’s charges are serious 
enough that I am immediately 
moving to suspend Chief Ruiz 

without pay until the final res-
olution of the charges against 
him.
    Effective immediately, I 
have appointed Captain Larry 
Cattano, as Acting Deputy 
Chief of Police. He has been 

SOUTH AMBOY - (L to R) Councilwoman Zusette Datom 
Councilman Mickey Gross, Council President Joe Connors, Mayor 
Fred Henry, Councilwoman Christine Noble, B.A. Camille Tooker 
and Councilman Donald Applegate pose under the City Seal in the 
Council Chambers after the 12/17/14 meeting.

*Photo by Carolyn Maxwell

Council President 
Joe Connors’ Last Meeting

Kenneth Gonzalez Sworn in as Perth Amboy 
Municipal Court Judge 12/12/14

placed in command of all Po-
lice Department operations 
until further notice.”
    All questions regarding the 
matter should be directed to 
the Middlesex County Pros-
ecutor’s Office.

Residents Concerned About 
New Development and Possible 
Consolidation of Fire Houses

SOUTH AMBOY - During 
the 12/17/14 Council Meet-
ing, a resident was concerned 
that the square footage of the 
two bedroom apartment sizes 
going up at The Manhattan 
Beach Club will be too small 
to attract buyers. 
  Joseph Bauman, the Special 
Legal Counsel for the Rede-
velopment Agency said that, 
“We deferred to the develop-
er’s judgement. The Council 
wanted to make sure that the 
larger buildings were further 
away from Broadway.”
   Resident George Gonza-
lez said, “I am in favor of the 
Beach Club project. I just want 
to make sure that the proper 
planning is done and that the 

developers will not move for-
ward until it is approved by the 
Planning Board.” 
   The project consists of over 
1700 luxury residential units, 
affordable housing units, park-
ing and commercial uses.
     Resident Beverly Samuel-
son talked about Resolution 
173-2014 which increased the 
maximum amount for evalua-
tion, consulting and appraisal 
services and Amending resolu-
tion 89-2014. (Increasing the 
maximum to be paid under the 
contract to total of $33,500.) 
Samuelson wanted to know, 
“Is this for the Rocky-Top  
Appraisals only?”
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NOW REGISTERING
PRE-K (4 YR OLD) KINDERGARTEN, GRADES 1 - 8

Assumption
Catholic School

Meredith and Jacques Streets
Perth Amboy

Middle States Accredited

NOW REGISTERING FOR 2015 - 2016

732-826-8721
ACSSCHOOLOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

WWW.ASSUMPTIONCATHOLICSCHOOL.NET

If It’s Local - It’s Here!
Kenneth Gonzalez is Sworn in as Municipal Court Judge, 12/12/14

City Hall, Perth Amboy
*Photos by Katherine Massopust & Carolyn Maxwell

The Gonzalez Family poses for a photo

A crowded City Hall Chambers watches the swearing in

Barry Rosengarten, Judge Maria Del Valle Koch and Kenneth Gonzalez

Kenneth Gonzalez greets fellow Board Member Austin Gumbs. 
Standing behind Gonzalez is Cherrill Garoniak and behind Gumbs 
is his daughter, Joycelyn Gumbs-Alsup.

PERTH AMBOY - Before 
swearing in Kenneth Gonzalez 
as a Municipal Court Judge, 
Mayor Wilda Diaz offered the 
following remarks: “Gonzalez 
is a very special person in the 
community. As a resident of 
40 years, he understands our 
needs, has knowledge of gov-
ernment, has a love of history 
and has served on several civic 
and community Boards. He’s 
also been a great supporter of  
Youth and ROTC programs.”
   The Mayor acknowledged 
Kenny as a family man and 
mentioned his wife, Jeannette 
and his children: Michael 
and Kimberly who have been 
there to support him. “As you 
can see by those in attendance 
professionally and personally, 
this is a testament to him.”
   After the swearing in, Ken-
neth Gonzalez thanked those 
in attendance. He started out 
by giving thanks to God in 
heaven for His grace. Con-
tinuing, he said, “This is a 
wonderful city. It’s not per-
fect, but it has potential.” He 
thanked his whole family and 
said that the Court has a lot of 
pride. 
  “I’ve been doing a lot of 
training with Judge Herman. 
I’d like to acknowledge the 
Court Staff (Judges that are 
here). Judge Herman says that 
our courts are doing well. I 
want to make sure that the 
courts are as friendly as pos-
sible: for the litigators and the 
lawyers. I want to thank the 
Council and Mayor for their 
support: sharing this with you 
is bittersweet.”
  Gonzalez also acknowl-
edged  some of his classmates 
that were present and some 
of those he served on Boards 
with. One of those present in-
cluded former Board of Edu-
cation Member, Austin Gumbs 
who he considered one of his 
mentors when they served to-
gether.

The JROTC present Colors

Amboy Guardian Subscriptions are 
Only $65 per year for 50 Issues 

Mailed to Anywhere in the U.S.A. 
For more info Contact Carolyn at 732-896-4446
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Kidz Wii Club
SOUTH AMBOY - The Kidz 
Wii Club will meet every 
Monday  from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Li-
brary, 100 Harold G. Hoffman 
Plaza,South Amboy. Ages 5 
and under For more info call 
732-721-6060.

Knitting Circle
SOUTH AMBOY - There will 
be a Knitting Circle on the 
first and third Tuesday each 
month at 6 p.m. at the Dowdell 
Library, 100 Harold G. Hoff-
man Plaza, South Amboy.  For 
more info call 732-72 1-6060.

E-Book Classes
SOUTH AMBOY - There 
are free E-Book Classes on  
Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Dowdell Li-
brary, 100 Harold G. Hoffman 
Plaza, South Amboy. For more 
info call 732-721-6060.



4. The Amboy Guardian * December 31, 2014 

LOCAL PERSPECTIVE
THE COMMUNITY VOICEEDITORIAL
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of the space of the copy.  Notification must be made of errors in ads within one 
week of publication. Pictures may be claimed up to 3 weeks after publication, or 
by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope with submission.

Printed on 100% recycled paper

Published by Amboy Guardian LLC
P. O. Box 127 • Perth Amboy • New Jersey  08862

(732) 896-4446      Email - CRLYNMXWLL@AOL.COM
(732) 261-2610   Email - KMASS514@GMAIL.COM

Carolyn Maxwell
Acting Editor, Publisher & Advertising Manager

Keep those Letters Coming! We Love to Hear From You!  E-mail letters to the editor to amboyguardian@gmail.
com or write to the paper at Letters to the Editor, The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 0127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862-
0127. Letters must include your full name, address and daytime telephone number or cell phone number for 
verification. If you are a public official, please include your title. All letters are subject to editing or rejection. 
All submissions may be published or distributed by us in print, electronic or other forms. Opinions expressed in 
Letters to the Editor are those of the writers and do not represent or reflect the views of the Amboy Guardian.

Keep Those Letters Coming!
We Love to Hear From You!

Jet Blue is Just One of Many 
Who Stepped Up to the Plate

Letter to the 
Voters 2014

Dear Voter, and Citizens,
   Thanks for exercising your 
right to vote this past Novem-
ber 4, 2014. This letter is to 
alert you of actions taken by 
Mr. Sergio Diaz, candidate to 
the City Council in the past 
elections.
   Mr. Sergio Díaz submitted 
various petitions before the 
Board of Elections of the Mid-
dlesex County, with results 
that did not get him elected. 
For this reason, he decided 
to hire a private company,  
Nicholas Soranno President 
“STATEWIDE SECURITY 
AND INVESTIGATIONS 
INC”.  Mr. Soranno has been 
visiting voters who voted by 
mail falsely introducing him-
self as a Policeman or Federal 

Agent questioning the voters 
how they filled out their vote, 
who assisted on their vote us-
ing scared tactics; these are 
some of the questions that is 
asked which violates your pri-
vacy and your constitutional 
rights.  
   We are asking that if this per-
son comes to your house tell 
him to leave or you will call 
the police.  His questions re-
garding your voting process or 
any other private issue are of 
no business to his and you are 
not obligated to respond. This 
is just an attempt to suppress 
you vote.  You can contact 
the Middlesex County Board 
of Elections at 732-745-3471 
regarding your vote and your 
right to vote.  You can also tell 
him to contact your lawyer, 
Daniel González 732-697-
1134.

   This is an action to attack the 
citizens of Perth Amboy, cre-
ating panic, terror, and insecu-
rity among the members of our 
families, to create a precedent 
for violating the right to vote 
freely in future elections.  This 
is the right that our fathers 
fought for and we will do the 
same.
   If you feel that your rights 
have been violated by the visit 
of this investigator or you 
simple do not agree with this 
action please come and join 
us to defend our/your rights 
as citizens of this great city. 
WE WILL KEEP YOU IN-
FORMED WHERE, WHEN 
AND WHAT TIME.
PLEASE JOIN US!

Concerned Citizens / Fight for 
your rights group and
Leslie Dominguez Rodriguez

Addiction 
In Our 

Community
   With drug addiction plagu-
ing our community, yes OUR 
community. I have some ques-
tions for our leaders, where are 
the parent education forums ?  
Where is the awareness ?  I 
have seen other counties pro 
actively working to hold opi-

ate / heroin education forums 
for parents and the public, I 
have yet so see anything here. 
    This epidemic has grown to 
enormous numbers, it is touch-
ing t every single family, drug 
overdose deaths are at an all-
time high,  this problem can-
not be arrested away or swept 
under the rug.  
    Our community must be 
educated on the warning signs, 
educated on what to do, where 
to turn if a loved one has be-

come addicted.  Many sit in 
silence alone, afraid, and lost.  
Families need help. We must 
come together as a commu-
nity, open the lines of commu-
nication and all work together.  
These  are scary times for our 
youth, let’s do what we can for 
their future.
    Get rid of Stigma and Shame 
and let families be heard.
  
Kim Seber

Invitation 
Letter To 

Prospective 
Board Members
December 15, 2014
Dear Esteemed Business 
Owner and/or Community 
Member, 
   In February of 2015, The 
City of Perth Amboy Down-
town Business Improvement 
District, Inc. will be electing 
new members to its Board of 
Directors. The BID is seek-
ing interested board member 
candidates who believe in our 
mission and are willing to be 
active in their governance 
roles. 
   On November 12, 2014, the 
board adopted a resolution, in 
accordance with the By-Laws, 
to expand the number of board 
members from 9 to 15. Pursu-

ant to this resolution, there are 
now 12 slots available for one 
and two year terms. 
 Individuals interested 
in becoming a member of the 
BID Board of Directors must 
meet the following eligibility 
criteria for further consider-
ation:  
• Perspective member must 
be a property/business owner 
within the Perth Amboy BID 
area OR community member 
interested in serving 
• Business must be in good 
standing New Jersey Depart-
ment of Treasury to qualify for 
nomination 
• Perspective member must 
be willing to attend monthly 
meetings and BID functions as 
required 
   The Perth Amboy Downtown 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict is entering a challenging 
and exciting time, as economic 
pressures on our customers in-

crease and the demand for our 
services continues to rise. We 
have a tradition of high quality 
service provision and activism 
related to business improve-
ment and community engage-
ment. 
   If you are interested in be-
coming a member of the BID 
Board of Directors, please 
complete and submit the at-
tached application packet by 
January 7, 2015 to: 

Roxana Troche, BID Manager 
Attn: Executive Committee 
260 High Street
Perth Amboy, NJ, 08861 
rtroche@perthamboynj.org | 
(732) 442-6421
   
Sincerely, 
Downtown Business Improve-
ment District Board of Direc-
tors

    The other day when I was 
listening to the radio, my ears 
perked up. There was an an-
nouncement that Jet Blue 
would pay the airfare for any 
Police Officer or any other 
law enforcement agency that 
wished to attend the funeral 
services of NYPD Officer Ra-
fael Ramos. Of course, I had to 
Google this information, and I 
found out that it was true.
   People always complain 
about Corporate greed. It feels 
refreshing when you have the 
softer and generous side of 
large corporations front and 
center. If I ever have to fly 
anywhere, I will see if Jet Blue  
has flights there first.
  There is an organization 
called the Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation. The mission of 
this Foundation is to honor the 
sacrifice of firefighter Stephen 
Siller who laid down his life 
to save others on September 
11, 2001. The foundation also 
honors our military and first 
responders who continue to 
make the supreme sacrifice of 
life and limb for our country. 
   They have set up an account 
to make sure that the families 
of assassinated NYPD Offi-
cers Rafael Ramos and Wen-
jian Liu have the mortgages to 
their homes paid off.
   Whatever your thoughts 
are of former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, he personally went 
into his own pocket to make 
a donation to the families 
of the assassinated officers. 
Here’s something to brighten 
your spirits when your view 
of your fellow man becomes 
jaded. It has been reported 
that hundreds of people, not 
only in the United States, but 
from around the world have 
contributed money for the Of-
ficers’ families to survive.
  New York Mayor Bill de 
Blasio had asked for the pro-
testors to cease demonstrating 
until both Ramos and Liu have 
been put to rest. I guess it was 
asking too much for some of 
the protestors to comply, but I 
was hoping against hope.
   Speaking of the protestors, 

I’m still not understanding 
why they would protest in-
side a department store or dis-
rupt traffic, which I believe is 
against the law.
  I admire the strength of the 
NYPD officers who in spite 
of being viciously verbally 
attacked and in some cases 
physically attacked, that they 
have the courage to protect 
those who do so.
  I disagree with Mayor de 
Blasio when he said the media 
focused too much on the pro-
testors who chanted and held 
signs up with vile statements 
against the police.
  Instead, he should have de-
nounced them.
  There was controversy with 
some of the police officers 
who turned their backs against 
de Blasio when he went to the 
hospital where the officers 
were taken after they were as-
sassinated.
  This scenario was again re-
peated at the funeral of Officer 
Ramos. 
   There was mixed feelings as 
to whether or not these officers 
were wrong to do so. Each of-
ficer had to do what their heart 
told them to do and I cannot 
fault them for that. I agree 
with former Mayor Giuliani 
that de Blasio needs to make 
an apology to the NYPD. I be-
lieve that it’s the duty of any 
responsible adult in charge of 
a child to tell them to respect 
law enforcement. If someone 
believes they were unfairly 
treated, there are channels to 
go through to make a com-
plaint.
   I was pleased that NY Com-
missioner William Bratton 
made Officer Ramos a honor-
ary Police Chaplain and both 
Ramos and Liu were posthu-
mously promoted to Detec-
tives.
   God Bless the families of 
both slain officers and those 
organizations and individu-
als who gave so charitably to 
those families. Most of all, 
God Bless the NYPD for pro-
tecting all of the citizens of  
New York.   C.M.
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Attention! The Perth Amboy Free Public Library 
Satellite Location is Located on Brighton Avenue & 
Sadowski Pkwy until further notice!

IN CLIFFWOOD:
A&P FOOD MARKET .................................................................... 325 ROUTE 35
IN FORDS:
BIGGS PIZZA & PASTA .......................................... 211 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE.......................................... 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
METROPOLITAN CAFE .............................................. 747 KING GEORGE’S RD.
PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.
IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
SOVEREIGN BANK ................................................... 571 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN ISELIN
THOMAS PLOSKONKA C.P.A......................................................1149 GREEN ST.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.
KRAUSZER’S..........................................................................9 LAURENCE PKWY.
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.
IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.
7-11 ...................................................................................................... 502 SMITH ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.
ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.
AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.
AMBOY EYE CARE ............................................................................94 SMITH ST.
AMBOY PHARMACY .....................................................................186A SMITH ST.
ANITA’S CORNER .........................................................................664 BRACE AVE.
ASIAN CAFE.........................................................................................271 KING ST. 
THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.
C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.
CAPITAL ONE BANK ........................................................................ 313 STATE ST.
CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.
CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.
COPA DE ORO .................................................................................... 306 SMITH ST.
CRISPY CHICKEN .................................................... 223 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
DUNKIN DONUTS ........................................................................ 587 FAYETTE ST.
EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS ...............................................................87 SMITH ST.
ELIZABETH CORNER ..................................................................... 175 HALL AVE.
FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.
FLOWERS ‘N THINGS .........................................................................69 SMITH ST.
FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.
INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.
JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.
LAUNDRY FACTORY ............................................... 162 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
LAUNDRY ON MADISON ........................................................285 MADISON AVE.
LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.
LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.
LUIGI’S RISTORANTE ....................................................................... 93 SMITH ST.
MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ...............................................788 CONVERY BLVD.
PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.
PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.
PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.
QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.
QUISQUEYA MARKET ............................................................249 MADISON AVE.
RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.
SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.
SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.
SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.
SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.
SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.
TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.
TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 238 SMITH ST.
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION .............615 AMBOY AVE.
WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.
IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.
SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.
SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT .............................................................. 111 MAIN ST.
VENEZIA PIZZERIA ............................................................................ 881 MAIN ST.
IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.
SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ......................................................100 N. BROADWAY
BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY
BROADWAY BISTRO ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 
CENTER DELI ........................................................................250 N. STEVENS AVE.
CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY
COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.
KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY
KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.
WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY
IN WOODBRIDGE:
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE .................................................................91 MAIN ST.
MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.
NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.
REO DINER ....................................................................................392 AMBOY AVE.
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy  
WED. Jan. 7 Board of Education, 6 p.m.
   PAHS, Eagle Ave.
MON. Jan. 12 City Council, Caucus, 4:30 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
TUES. Jan. 13 Library Board of Trustees, 5 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
  UEZ, 6 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
WED. Jan. 14 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, High St. 
South Amboy
MON. Jan. 5 City Council, Reorganization, 6 p.m.
   City Hall, N. Broadway 
 • Board of Education, 6 p.m.
   South Amboy Middle/High School   
   Cafeteria, Governor Harold Hoffman Plaza

Kearny 
Cottage Open

PERTH AMBOY - Come visit 
the historic home of Commo-
dore Lawrence Kearny.  The 
Cottage is located at 63 Ca-
talpa Ave, Perth Amboy, and is 
open on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and 
the last Sunday of the month 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.  The Ke-
arny Cottage needs your help.  
Anyone interested in joining 
the Kearny Cottage Historical 
Society please contact 732-
293-1090.  We are on the web!   
www.KearnyCottage.org

Volunteer 
Firefighters 

Needed
PERTH AMBOY - The Perth 
Amboy Fire Department: Vol-
unteer Division needs mem-
bers.  Accepting men and 
women ages 18 years or older.  
Volunteers must be a Perth 
Amboy resident.  For more in-
formation please contact 732-
442-3430 or 732-324-3505.

Deadline for Print Ads: 
7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Citizenship 
Classes 

PERTH AMBOY - Every 
Wednesday: : FAMILY SUC-
CESS CENTER is offering a 
free course to assist those who 
plan on taking the USCIS Citi-
zenship Test. All details will 
be discussed at the meeting. 
All who plan to take the course 
must attend Orientation. Call 
or visit the office to register. 
149 Kearny Ave. (Proprietary 
House) Perth Amboy.

Food Stamps 
Assistance

PERTH AMBOY - Every 
Wednesday there will be a 
Food Stamps Assistance Pro-
gram 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.:  JRF’s 
Family Success Center fami-
lies to come in and meet with 
a representative from the 
Community Food Bank of NJ 
to assist with food stamps ap-
plication and eligibility guide-
lines. For additional informa-
tion please call 732-638-5063 
or visit our office located at: 
149 Kearny Ave. Perth Amboy 
(Proprietary House).

Amboy Guardian 
Subscriptions are 

Only $65 per year for 
50 Issues Mailed to 

Anywhere in the U.S.A.
For more info Contact 

Carolyn at 732-896-4446

HIV Support
PERTH AMBOY — Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is spon-
soring an HIV support group 
meeting on Monday’s at 6 p.m. 
Anyone diagnosed with or car-
ing for someone infected with 
HIV is welcome to attend.    
Meetings  are  held  at  the hos-
pital’s  Perth  Amboy Division, 
New Brunswick Avenue.
   To register or for more infor-
mation, call (732) 324-5022.
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Perth Amboy Volunteer 
Fire Department 

Parade Committee
will be holding their 5th Annual

Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, January 17, 2015 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall
228 High St., Perth Amboy

Adults $10 Children under 5 - Free
Come out and support your local heroes!

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Thomas M. Ploskonka & Company, P.A.

Certified Public Accountants

 “My approach to the practice of  
accounting is different than most others’.

Accountants normally respond to their clients’
requests and needs. I go beyond that.”

Visit my Web page for a Free Consultation!

Web: www.ploskonka-cpa.com
1149 Green Street

Iselin. New Jersey 08830
E-mail: tploskonka@comcast.net

Phone (732) 283-0114  Fax: (732) 283-3329

Thomas M. Ploskonka

LAW OFFICES OF
ERALIDES E. CABRERA
                        Specializing In    

• Civil Litigation
• Matrimonial
• Immigration
• Bankruptcy
• Real Estate

Offices Located At:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 (732)826-5020

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 (908)351-0957

Edison AARP 
Chapter 3446

EDISON - The following is 
a schedule of events for the 
coming months, which are 
open to non members. Dec. 
18: Paper Mill Playhouse - 
“Elf.” Dec. 31: New Years 
Eve Day at Doolans, Spring 
Lake - For info call Mary Ann 
at 732-287-3659. Jan. 13 & 
14, 2015 (9 a.m. to 12 Noon): 
AARP Drivers Safety Pro-
gram - To register call Bob at 
732-885-1789. Feb. 19, 2015: 
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 
- “Jukehouse Heroes” - For 
more info call Mary Ann at 
732-287-3659. For additional 
info visit our website at www.
edisonaarp.org.

PERTH AMBOY - The Chapel Choir of Perth Amboy Catholic 
School sang Christmas Carols to the Senior Citizens of 315 High 
Street in Perth Amboy on December 18th, 2015, under the direction 
of Ms. Anna Lawrence, music teacher, and with the supervision of 
Rose Pennyfeather. Photo: Ms. Anna Lawrence with Chapel Choir 
of Perth Amboy Catholic School and Senior Citizens.

Christmas Caroling at 315 High St. 
*Photo Submitted

Healthy 
Heart Event

SAYREVILLE - The Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is hold-
ing a healthy heart event pro-
viding free education about 
chronic heart conditions, 
medication management and 
blood pressure screenings and 
heart testing Friday, January 2, 
11:00 a.m. to 12 noon, at the 
Sayreville Borough Hall, 167 
Main St., Sayreville, NJ.  High 
blood pressure and irregular 
heart rate is associated with 
stroke, heart failure, heart at-
tack and other life threatening 
conditions.  Take advantage of 
these screenings and education 
to maintain a healthy heart.
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Correction

www.amboyguardian.com  

Pasta Night
SOUTH AMBOY - Come for 
Dinner, Stay for Music at Open 
Mic Night. Friday January 30, 
2015 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
hosted by the Columibettes at 
the South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus, 308 4th St., South 
Amboy. Pasta Night - Spa-
ghetti or Baked Ziti, Meatballs 
or Sausage, (1) beer, wine or 
soda, salad/bread/dessert and 
coffee - $10 per adult $7 per 
child - children under 5 yrs old 
free....Please call Maria for 
tickets 732-313-6483.

New Year’s 
Eve Party

SOUTH AMBOY - South 
Amboy Elks No. 784 will 
be hosting their annual New 
Year’s Eve Party on December 
31st from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at 
the lodge located at 601 Wash-
ington Ave., South Amboy. 
Tickets are $50.00 per person 
which includes:  D.J., Hot and 
Cold Buffet and Champagne 
Toast. To reserve call 732-
718-3125  by Dec, 24th.

Health 
Coverage

PERTH AMBOY - The Health 
Insurance Marketplace helps 
uninsured people enroll in 
health coverage. From No-
vember 15, 2014  to Febru-
ary 15, 2015, the Jewish Re-
naissance Medical Center at 
275 Hobart Street can help 
you apply for health cover-
age through the Marketplace. 
Plans cover essential health 
benefits, pre-existing condi-
tions, and preventive care.  
Our Patient Navigators are 
available to help. Call us at 
732-376-9333.

PERTH AMBOY - Police Officers Miguel Morales, Jorge Martinez 
and Harry Scheman cook a meal for the poor. Martinez was mis-
identified a the previous issue.       *File Photo by Henry Rodgers

Chamber 
Players 

WOODBRIDGE - Happy 
New Year! 2015 at the Bar-
ron Arts Center. All Seasons 
Chamber Players on Friday, 
February 13, 2015 at  8 p.m. 
Their 26th Season at the Bar-
ron Arts Center, 582 Rahway 
Avenue, Woodbridge. Reser-
vations Essential. Call 732-
634-0413.

Healthy 
Heart Event 

SOUTH AMBOY - Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is provid-
ing a healthy heart event pro-
viding free education about 
chronic heart conditions, med-
ication management, blood 
pressure screening and heart 
rate testing Wednesday, Janu-
ary 7, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 
at South Amboy YMCA, 200 
John T. O’Leary Blvd.  High 
blood pressure and irregular 
heart is associated with stroke, 
heart failure, heart attack and 
other life threatening condi-
tions.  Take advantage of these 
screenings and education to 
maintain a healthy heart.

Healthcare 
Provider 

CPR Class
PERTH AMBOY… Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is pro-
viding an American Heart As-
sociation Healthcare Provider 
CPR class Wednesday, Janu-
ary 7, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the 
Raritan Bay Area YMCA, 357 
New Brunswick Ave., Perth 
Amboy, NJ.  Participants will 
receive certification CPR for 
adults, infants and children 
and learn about ventilation 
devices, automated exter-
nal defibrillators and how to 
clear an obstructed airway in 
responsive and unresponsive 
patients.  Cost is $80 per per-
son. Make checks payable to 
RBMC. Registration required, 
call 1-800-DOCTORS. (1-
800-362-8677)

Suicide 
Prevention and 

Depression 
Awareness Event
WOODBRIDGE - Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is provid-
ing a Suicide Prevention and 
Depression Awareness Event 
Sunday, January 11, 12 noon 
to 4 p.m., Center Court, in the 
Woodbridge Center Mall, 250 
Woodbridge Center Drive.

Toastmasters
WOODBRIDGE - For those 
who are looking to improve 
their speaking and leadership 
skills, Woodbridge Toastmas-
ters is accepting new mem-
bers for 2015. The next meet-
ing will be held on Monday, 
January 5th, 7pm at the Iselin 
Library, 1081 Green St., in Is-
elin, NJ.  For further informa-
tion contact: 732-596-2116
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News Release 12/16/14
   Middlesex County Pros-
ecutor Andrew C. Carey an-
nounced that the chief of the 
Perth Amboy Police Depart-
ment was charged today with 
using a department mechanic 
to repair personal vehicles 
while the mechanic was sup-
posed to be fixing police ve-
hicles for the city.
   Benjamin Ruiz, 53, of Perth 
Amboy was charged with one 
count of theft of services for 
authorizing the repairs on var-
ious occasions between De-
cember 8, 2013, and July 29, 
2014.
   Ruiz was released in his own 
recognizance after he surren-
dered at the Middlesex County 
Sheriff’s Department in New 
Brunswick.
   He was charged after an in-
vestigation by Sgt. Michael 
Daniewicz of the Middlesex 

Perth Amboy Police Chief 
Charged With Theft

County Prosecutor’s Office 
determined that the chief had 
the city mechanic make repairs 
to two of the chief’s personal 
vehicles, as well as having re-
pairs performed on a vehicle 
privately owned by a personal 
acquaintance of the chief.
   After being charged, the chief 
was suspended without pay. 
He began working as a police 
officer for the city on May 23, 
1988, and was appointed chief 
of police on September 10, 
2012.
   The investigation is active 
and is continuing. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call Sgt. Daniewicz of the 
Middlesex County Prosecu-
tor’s Office at (732) 745-4018.
   As is the case with all crimi-
nal defendants, the charge 
against Ruiz is merely an ac-
cusation and he is presumed 
innocent until proven guilty.

Press Release
PERTH AMBOY - Middlesex 
County Prosecutor Andrew 
C. Carey and Anthony A. Ca-
puto, chairman and president 
of Crime Stoppers of Middle-
sex County Inc., announced 
today that a reward is being 
offered to anyone who anony-
mously provides information 
that leads to an arrest in the fa-
tal stabbing of a Perth Amboy 
man more than two weeks ago. 
   The reward is being offered 
as an investigation continues 
into the death of Jean Carlos 
Morel, 26. He was pronounced 
dead on December 7, 2014, af-
ter police were dispatched to 
his second-floor apartment on 
Smith Street in Perth Amboy. 
   No arrests have been made. 
Anyone wishing to offer infor-
mation anonymously may con-

Reward offered for Homicide 
Any information in regards to the death of 

Jean Carlos Morel, 26. Contact 
Crime Stoppers / middlesextips.com

tact Crime Stoppers of Mid-
dlesex County Inc. The phone 
number is: 1-800-939-9600. 
The website is: middlesex-
tips.com. Text messages may 
be sent to 274637 (CRIMES) 
with the keyword ‘’midtip’’ 
followed by a message. 
   Those who call will be given 
instructions on how to collect 
cash rewards by using a nu-
merical code that will be rec-
ognized by a local bank, which 
will pay the rewards following 
approval by Crime Stoppers of 
Middlesex County Inc. 
   In addition, anyone with in-
formation may call Detective 
Andreea Capraru of the Mid-
dlesex County Prosecutor’s 
Office at (732) 745-4274, or 
Detective Sandy Rivera of the 
Perth Amboy Police Depart-
ment at (732) 324- 3856.

  B.A. Camille Tooker re-
sponded to Samuelson by 
saying, “This only pertains to 
one property, which is taking 
longer than expected. This ac-
counted for the increase from 
$35,000 to $55,000.”
  Samuelson questioned, 
“What services that the City 
requires to be done by contrac-
tors have to go out to bid?”
   Council President Joe Con-
nors said, “Requests go out for 
vendor qualifications first.”
  B.A. Tooker followed up 
with, “Then we meet with the 
qualified vendors to negotiate 
for a contract. Projects have to 
go to bid, but for professional 
services, it’s a different pro-
cess.”
   Bauman stated, “The Man-
hattan Beach Project is pri-
vate property (Amboy Aggre-
gates). They still have to go to 
the Planning Board and utility 
reports have to be shown. Our 
agency decides if they are ac-
ceptable redevelopers. As far 
as private property, it would 
be the owners of that property 
who deal with the developers.”
  Ms. Pasternack wanted to 
know, “Will this project in-
volve any bond issuances?”
   Bauman said, “The develop-
er will be paying $3.8 million, 
which will help the town.” 
   B.A. Camille Tooker re-
sponded to a question regard-
ing the town’s low bond rat-
ing. “We’ve got a new bond 
rating from MOODY and we 
are out of a negative rating.”
   Tom Kross, from the Me-

South Amboy

Continued from Page 1

chanicsville Fire Department 
was concerned about a safety 
issue. “We need a better sig-
naling and traffic lights by our 
location. The Business Admin-
istrator told me to meet with 
the Chiefs. There are safety is-
sues that need to be addressed 
at he fire house to protect us 
and the public.”
  B.A. Tooker said, “We have 
gotten many things done for 
the Fire Department and one 
of our Councilmen has ad-
dressed the issue. We will look 
further into it.” 
  A John Street Resident was 
concerned about the eight sto-
ry buildings going up for the 
Manhattan Beach Project.”
   Bauman said, “We have stan-
dards, and the  new buildings 
cannot go above eight stories. 
Parking unit sizes and other 
criteria are considered.”
  That same resident talked 
about a $500,000 donation 
earmarked for a public safety 
complex. It was acknowl-

edged that safety complex will 
take awhile.
    That same resident from 
John Street had a question for 
Mayor Henry: “I hear there’s 
a rumor going around that 
some firehouses are slated 
for closing and to build an-
other one for consolidation.”  
   Henry replied, “We brought 
it up and there have been talks  
to see if it could be cost effec-
tive. I will not do anything un-
til then.”
  Before the Meeting began, 
it was acknowledged that this 
would be Council President 
Joe Connors’ last Meeting.
  Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
said, “Joe is a devoted family 
man, smart, kind and I remem-
ber how welcoming he was 
when I was appointed the first 
female on SARA.”
   Connors was also thanked 
for his service on many City 
Boards, and on his terms as a 
City Councilman.

Not a 
Good Sign

SOUTH AMBOY - A resident 
of the Beacon Point Complex 
was disturbed by a very rusted 
sign by Krauszer’s. “It just 
looks bad. Just paint the sign 
or something!”
   Business Administrator Ca-
mille Tooker acknowledged 
the resident’s concerns and 
said, “Krauszer’s North were 
told to take care of it.”
   The resident also was con-
cerned that there were no 
signs on the Boulevard by 
the Middle School to let cars 
know that there is no parking 
on one side of the street. “This 
needs to be taken care of.”
  Tooker nodded in agreement.

Council President Joe Connors is seated next to City Clerk Laura 
Kemble-Kalantsis at the 12/17/14 Council Meeting

Cardiac Club 
PERTH AMBOY - Raritan 
Bay Medical Center’s Cardiac 
Club will meet Monday, Janu-
ary 19, 7 to 8:30 p.m., at the 
hospital’s Perth Amboy loca-
tion, 530 New Brunswick Ave.  
Meetings are held in the hospi-
tal’s Centennial Hall and pro-
vide education and support for 
those managing chronic heart 
conditions.  Refreshments will 
be served. For more informa-
tion, call 732.324.5178.

Attend Public
Meetings
Have Your 

Voice Heard!

Christmas 
High Tea

PERTH AMBOY - Come to 
the Christmas High Tea on 
Saturday, January 3, 2015 at 
2 p.m. at Saint John Paul II 
Parish Office, 490 State St., 
Perth Amboy. Enjoy a vari-
ety of scones, savories and 
sandwiches and sweets. Lim-
ited Seating, reservations 
required. Cost - $25 pp. For 
information and reservations 
call: 732-826-5362. 

New Year’s 
Eve 

Celebration
PERTH AMBOY - Come to 
our New Year’s Eve Celebra-
tion on Wednesday, December 
31, 2014 from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
at St. Stephen’s Auditorium, 
500 State St., Perth Amboy. 
Donation: Adults $40, Chil-
dren under 14 free. Includes 
music & food B.Y.O.B. Res-
ervations Required: Parish 
Office - 732-826-1395; Anna 
- 732-947-0458; Ana Maria - 
732-485-9367. Come and join 
your Parish Family to wel-
come the New Year!

Christmas Party Olive Street Community Cen-
ter, Perth Amboy 12/17/14 *Photos by Bob Ned
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Minimally Invasive Spinal Surgery
 May Be Right for You

By: Dr. Sripad Dhawlikar
   With the use of small inci-
sions, customized instruments, 
and innovative imaging tech-
niques, minimally invasive 
spinal surgery (MIS) may 
be performed with less pain, 
blood loss, and hospital time 
as well as reduced risk. This 
muscle-sparing approach leads 
to rapid recovery, high patient 
satisfaction, and the best pos-
sible outcome.
   The goal of minimally in-
vasive spine surgery is to sta-
bilize the vertebral bones and 
spinal joints and/or relieve 
pressure being applied to the 
spinal nerves — often a result 
of conditions such as a spinal 
instability, bone spurs, herni-
ated discs, scoliosis, or spinal 
tumors.
   Minimally invasive spine 
surgery was developed out of 
the desire to treat disorders of 
the spine with minimal mus-
cle related injury, and with a 
more rapid recovery. Tradi-
tional surgical approaches to 
spine surgery often involve 
large incisions which naturally 
result in damage to muscle. 
A smaller incision normally 
means less muscle damage as 
a result of the incision. Less 
muscle damage can result in 
quicker recovery, decreased 
blood loss, and faster return to 
normal function.
   Because MIS procedures 
use video-assisted equipment, 
the surgeon normally has bet-

ter visualization and magnifi-
cation of internal organs and 
structure. For patients, this 
translates into a more accurate 
and definitive procedure. Be-
cause of the reduced trauma 
to the muscles and soft tis-
sues - compared to open spinal 
surgical procedures - benefits 
include:
• Better cosmetic results from 
smaller skin incisions
• Less blood loss from surgery
• Reduced risk of muscle dam-
age since less or no cutting of 
the muscle is required
• Reduced risk of infection and 
postoperative pain
• Faster recovery from surgery 
and less rehabilitation required
• Diminished reliance on pain 
medications after surgery
   In addition, some MIS sur-
geries are performed as out-
patient procedures and utilize 
only local anesthesia, so there 
is less risk for an adverse reac-
tion to general anesthesia.
   Conditions using MIS pro-
cedures include degenerative 
disc disease, herniated disc, 
lumbar spinal stenosis, spinal 
deformities such as scoliosis, 
spinal infections, spinal insta-
bility, vertebral compression 
fractures, and spinal tumors.
   Your spine specialist will be 
able to tell you which MIS sur-
geries, if any, may be a treat-
ment option for your spinal 
condition. In some situations, 
MIS surgery may not be as 
safe or effective as traditional 

Studies Show Bariatric Weight 
Loss Can Improve Fertility

By: Dr. Ayotunde Adeyeri
    There is a strong association 
between obesity and infertil-
ity, and several recent studies 
are showing that weight loss 
can increase fertility in obese 
women.  In one study from 
the University of Iowa Hospi-
tals and Clinics in Iowa City, 
100 percent of women who 
were diagnosed with polycys-
tic ovary syndrome (PCOS), a 
condition that can occur with 
weight gain and cause infer-
tility, successfully achieved 
pregnancy after bariatric 
weight loss surgery.
   Obesity, especially centered 
in the abdomen, among infer-
tile women seeking pregnancy 
is also associated with poor 
response to ovulation induc-
tion and with decreased preg-
nancy rates. Doctors usually 
tell obese women who want 
to get pregnant to lose weight. 
For women who have strug-
gled with weight gain and loss 
throughout their lives, this is 
no easy task.
   Though this is a small study 
it has a big result, one that 
morbidly obese women who 
are having trouble conceiving 
should discuss with an experi-
enced, board certified bariatric 
surgeon.

   These studies overall sug-
gest that women with morbid 
obesity, who are infertile due 
to PCOS, may have a new sur-
gical option to help them con-
ceive. Many other studies have 
shown bariatric surgery can 
improve or resolve a multitude 
of diseases and conditions. In-
fertility now joins that list.
    Bariatric surgery is an in-
creasingly popular, safe, and 
effective approach for achiev-
ing sustainable weight loss, as 
well as reducing infertility and 
other health problems associ-
ated with severe obesity, such 
as diabetes, heart disease, can-
cer, high blood pressure, sleep 
apnea, and joint problems.
    Dr. Ayotunde Adeyeri is a 
board-certified and fellow-
ship-trained laparoscopic, 
bariatric and general surgeon 
and serves as medical direc-
tor of the Institute for Weight 
Loss at Raritan Bay Medical 
Center. The Institute provides 
individualized medical and 
surgical solutions and support 
for individuals seeking weight 
loss, including nutrition and 
lifestyle counseling.  For more 
information or to attend a free 
bariatric surgery seminar, 
held twice monthly, call 855.
TIME.4.ME.

open surgery. If so, your doc-
tor will be able to inform you 
about the relative risks and 
benefits.
When considering minimally 
invasive spinal surgery, al-
ways seek a consultation with 
a board certified surgeon spe-
cializing in spinal procedures. 
Your doctor will ensure an ac-
curate diagnosis of your con-
dition, and together with you, 
determine the best course of 
treatment.   
Board certified orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. Sripad Dhaw-
likar is part of the Human Mo-
tion Institute at Raritan Bay 
Medical Center’s Neck and 
Back Center. The Institute is 
a comprehensive musculo-
skeletal program dedicated to 
returning patients to normal 
activities quickly and safely 
with help from a nurse navi-
gator who guides patients and 
their families through surgi-
cal care.  The Neck and Back 
Center uses a multifaceted 
approach to accurately diag-
nose and treat back and neck 
pain. Treatment options in-
clude physical therapy, medi-
cation, alternative therapies, 
lifestyle changes, non-surgical 
and minimally invasive surgi-
cal procedures.    For referral 
to an orthopedic specialist at 
the Center, call 1.877.MDS.
RBMC. For more information 
about The Human Motion In-
stitute, call 1.855.5.MOTION.

Tax Facts: Deductible Medical Expenses

Courtesy of Tom Ploskanka
As medical costs continue to soar, it might be a good idea to reconsider whether or not you might benefit from a medical expense deduction (page 3). If so, you’ll 
want to start keeping track of your medical expenses. Attached is a list of many deductible medical expenses, some of which you may not have realized were al-
lowable as medical deductions. This list can help you get an idea as to how much you are spending on unreimbursed medical expenses. Keep in mind that only 
expenses that aren’t reimbursed are deductible.
    To receive a tax benefit from unreimbursed medical expenses, you’ll need to jump two hurdles. If your unreimbursed medical expenses will exceed these hurdles, 
you may benefit from keeping up with them. The first hurdle is the 10% (7.5% if you or your spouse are age 65 by the end of the year) of your Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) hurdle. Only unreimbursed medical expenses exceeding this hurdle are deductible as an itemized deduction. You can use the following chart to get 
a rough idea as to whether your unreimbursed medical expenses will get over this hurdle.
 
Expected AGI   10% Limitation (Under Age 65) that Expenses Must Exceed  7.5% Limitation (Age 65 or Older) that Expenses Must Exceed
$80,000-99,999    $8,000-10,000          $6,000-7,500
$100,000-119,999   $10,000-12,000          $7,500-9,000
$120,000-150,000   $12,000-15,000          $9,000-11,250
$150,000-250,000   $15,000-25,000          $11,250-18,750
         
 The next hurdle is the itemized deduction hurdle. Here, medical expenses that exceed the 10% or 7.5% limit, as applicable, are combined with other itemized 
deductions (such as, interest, taxes, and charitable contributions) to determine total itemized deductions.
  You’ll benefit from your itemized deductions only to the extent they total more than your standard deduction for the year. The 2014 standard deductions are gen-
erally as follows:
  Filing Status     Basic Standard Deduction
Married filing jointly      $12,400
Single or married filing separately   $6,200
Head of household       $9,100
   If you are married, your standard deduction is increased by $1,200 for each spouse who is blind. It’s increased by another $1,200 for each spouse who is age 65 
or over. If you are single, your standard deduction is increased by $1,550 if you are blind/age 65 or over.
  Finally, high-income taxpayers are subject to the phaseout rules, which cause a taxpayer to lose itemized deductions. For 2014, the phaseout begins when AGI 
exceeds $$305,050 for a married filing joint ($152,525 for married filing separate) filers, $254,200 for single filers, and $279,650 for head of household filers. 
Because the mechanics of this limitation is complex, we will not try to explain it here. If your AGI exceeds these amounts, you may want to give us a call. To the 
extent that you have control over the timing of medical expenses or other itemized deductions, you might consider bunching deductions into a lower income year 
in order to lose fewer dollars to the phaseout.
  Bottom Line: If it looks like your unreimbursed medical expenses will be high enough to jump all these hurdles, it’s time to start keeping up with your receipts. 
Please give us a call if you have questions or want to know more about medical deductions.
 Call us to discuss the types of deductible medical expenses available. 
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Perth Amboy & Woodbridge Law Enforcement Joins David’s Touch to Distribute Christmas Toys
    *Photos Submitted

Franklin’s Royal Governor’s Mansion: A 
Christmas Tour    *Photo by Matthew Telliho

By: Guy Hogan
PERTH AMBOY - Benjamin Franklin, enriched the Christmas 
Tours, of The Royal Mansion, on Sunday, 12/21/14. The Mansion, 
was decorated by the Royal Garden Club, of Perth Amboy, to the 
enjoyment to all that came. Located at, 149 Kearny Ave, Perth Am-
boy N.J..
   Franklin’s Royal Governor’s Mansion,  is the last Royal Gover-
nor’s Mansion, left in our country from the Original 13 Colonies. 
William Franklin, the Royal Governor, of New Jersey, and son to 
Benjamin Franklin, resided at the Mansion. Benjamin Franklin, 
John Adams, British General Cornwallis & British Commander 
Howe, among other notables of the Revolutionary War, all spent 
time inside the Mansion. 
  If you have interest in receiving a tour or would like to have your 
next special event at the Mansion, contact us @theproprietary-
house.org. If you would like to be personally involved with The 
Royal Mansion, we are now excepting new memberships. We are 
also seeking Private & Corporate Donors, interested in preserving 
American, history for our future generations. The Royal Mansion, 
is owned by, The New Jersey State Parks. Photo: Benjamin Frank-
lin Reenactor Barry Stevens with Prop House Members
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Fire Truck Christmas Parade South Amboy 12/17/14 *Photos by Joe Bayona and Carolyn Maxwell

Chanukah Celebration 12/16/14,  City Hall, Perth Amboy  *Photos by Bob Ned

South Amboy Middle/High School Band led by Ms. 
Veronica Aleuri South Amboy Middle/High School Chorus Santa with kids

Girl Scouts of South Amboy Sayreville chorus Students from Cardinal McCarrick High School 
man the hot chocolate and cookies

The Crowd enjoys the parade

PERTH AMBOY -  Chanukah was celebrated at a ceremony held on 12/16/14 at the City Hall Council Chambers. Those who participated included Herschel Chomsky, Rabbi Ari 
Saks and family, Mayor Wilda Diaz, Rabbi Shabsi Ganzweig (Perth Amboy Police Chaplain Corps) and Chaplain Shmuel D. Fried. Chanukah songs were performed by the chil-
dren from the Wilentz School Gifted and Talented Chorus under the direction of Diane Squillace and Claudine Bishop. The Council was represented by Bill Petrick, and Council 
President Joel Pabon. Assemblyman Craig Coughlin represented the 19th District. As you can tell by the photos above, everyone had an enjoyable time.
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Learn with the 
Rabbi at 

Panera Yeshiva   
WOODBRIDGE - Every 
Wednesday, in December and 
January, Rabbi Saks of Con-
gregation Beth Mordecai of 
Perth Amboy will be at Panera 
Bread in Woodbridge (across 
from Wegmans) from 9:30 
a.m .to 10:30 a.m. He will be 
teaching different Jewish sub-
jects each week. 

Ask the Rabbi
EDISON - Every Wednes-
day, in December and Janu-
ary, Rabbi Saks of Congrega-
tion Beth Mordecai of Perth 
Amboy will be at Menlo Park 
Mall Food Court at 12 noon to 
1 p.m. for his “Ask the Rabbi” 
program. He will offer a Jew-
ish perspective on any ques-
tion that you would like to ask.

Vet’s Coffee 
House

PERTH AMBOY - Attention 
area vets of our Armed Forc-
es.  The Salvation Army Vet’s 
Coffee House meets once a 
month, every 2nd Thursday for 
coffee, donuts and conversa-
tion.  Time is 19:00 - 21:00 
located at the corner of Wash-
ington Street and State Street, 
Perth Amboy. We can be 
reached at the Salvation Army 
732-826-7040.  We look for-
ward to meeting you.

Atlantic City 
Bus Trip

 Date Change
PERTH AMBOY - Trip to 
Caesar’s Casino Thursday 
January 8, 2015. Bus leaves 12 
Noon from Knights of Colum-
bus, 228 High St., Perth Am-
boy. Cost $30 per person. Re-
ceive a $30 slot card. For more 
info call Joe at 732-826-0819. 

Ladies 
Auxiliary #4699
SAYREVILLE - There will 
be no meeting this month for 
the Ladies Auxiliary # 4699, 
Sayreville due to the holiday. 
The next meeting will be on 
January 27, 2015 at 7 p.m. For 
more info call 732-264-3041.

Military 
Assistance 

Center
WOODBRIDGE - Sansone 
Auto Mall and Woodbridge 
Township are sponsoring a 
Military Assistance Center, 3rd 
Floor, Town Hall. Ronald G. 
Davie, Coordinator. 732-634-
4500 ext. 2037. Email - Ron.
Davie@twp.woodbridge.nj.us

HSE (GED) 
Classes

PERTH AMBOY - Interested 
in obtaining your high school 
equivalency (HSE formerly 
known as GED) diploma 
while getting paid to learn? 
If so, please contact the Civ-
ic Justice Corps program at 
(732)324-2114 Ext. 102 or 
Ext. 100 or visit us at 149 Ke-
arny Ave. (Proprietary House) 
Room 401 Perth Amboy, NJ 
08861. CJC is a project of the 
Jewish Renaissance Founda-
tion. We provide academic, 
leadership and career support 
to males between the ages of 
18-25 years old. We also of-
fer a modest stipend to all our 
participants.

South Amboy 
YMCA 

Registration
 for Winter 
Programs

SOUTH AMBOY - The South 
Amboy YMCA Winter Pro-
grams starts on Monday, Janu-
ary 5 through March 1.  Regis-
tration opens up for full facility 
members on Monday, Decem-
ber 15 and open registration on 
Monday, December 22. You 
can either stop in to register at 
the Members Services Desk or 
online which is a convenient 
way to register for your favor-
ite YMCA programs.  Just go 
to ymcaofmewsa.org and fol-
low the directions to log onto 
your membership account.  If 
you have any questions, please 
call our Member Services 
Desk at 732-553-9622.  

Flu Shots 
Available

PERTH AMBOY - Don’t Let 
the Flu Be Your Costume. 
Get your vaccination at the 
JRMC. Schedule your ap-
pointment today at one of 
our locations. Perth Amboy, 
275 Hobart Street, (732) 376-
9333 or email contactus@jmc.
us. In Newark - 5 locations 
(973) 679-7709 or email new-
arkhealthcenters@jrmc.us

2015 RYC Commemorative 
Calendars For Sale

PERTH AMBOY -  Raritan Yacht Club, Perth Amboy will 
be celebrating their 150th Anniversary in 2015. To “Kick 
Off” the New Year, a limited edition, commemorative cal-
endar with 13 vintage photographs is available for $15 by 
contacting the RYC Office 732-826-2277 or Barbara Booz 
732-442-4234.

Food Bank Donation by United Methodist 
Church      *Photos Submitted

SOUTH AMBOY - Once again, Trinity United Methodist Church 
(815 Bordentown Avenue) has been fortunate enough to be able 
to provide both the South Amboy Food Bank in the Presbyterian 
Church and the Sayreville Food Bank located in the Senior Cen-
ter with $1000 each for their ministry. These donations are enabled 
through our Actions, Bazaar, when applicable, dinners. We feel 
blessed that we can support our community for these wonderful 
causes.

Free Tai Chi/
Qigong class

PERTH AMBOY…The Divi-
sion of Integrative Medicine 
at Raritan Bay Medical Center 
is providing a Free Tai Chi/
Qigong class Monday, January 
12, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Raritan Bay Area YMCA, 
357 New Brunswick Ave., 
Perth Amboy, NJ. Practice this 
system of exercises, practiced 
slowly and smoothly, to pro-
mote calmness, relaxation and 
reduce stress, and to improve 
strength, stability, balance and 
coordination. Registration re-
quired, call 732-324-5257 or 
email integrativemedicine@
rbmc.org.

Free Medita-
tion/Guided 

Imagery class 
PERTH AMBOY - The Divi-
sion of Integrative Medicine 
at Raritan Bay Medical Center 
is providing a FreeMeditation/
Guided Imagery class Mon-
day, January 12, 7:35 to 8:35 
p.m., at the Raritan Bay Area 
YMCA, 357 New Brunswick 
Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ.  Learn 
quiet, sitting, standing and 
guided meditations for peace 
of mind and to manage pain 
and stress. Registration re-
quired, call 732-324-5257 or 
email integrativemedicine@
rbmc.org.

Tour of 
Berkow 

Maternity
 Pavillion

PERTH AMBOY- Raritan Bay 
Medical Center’s monthly tour 
of The Berkow Maternity Pa-
vilion and family health infor-
mation open house will be held 
Wednesday, January 14, at 7 
p.m.  Newly expectant parents 
are invited to take the tour and 
learn about the maternity unit’s 
modern comforts designed to 
provide a calm and relaxing 
birthing experience. Partici-
pants are asked to meet in the 
main lobby of the hospital’s 
Perth Amboy location, 530 
New Brunswick Ave.  Reg-
istration required, call 1.800.
DOCTORS (1.800.362.8677) 
and reference zip code 08861

Childbirth 
Education 

Class
PERTH AMBOY  - Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is spon-
soring a one day Childbirth 
Education class Saturday, 
January 17, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
The class is designed to help 
expectant parents better under-
stand the childbearing process. 
A registered nurse with special 
training in labor, delivery and 
childcare techniques will facil-
itate the class.  It will be held 
at Raritan Bay Area YMCA, 
357 New Brunswick Ave., 
Lower Level, Perth Amboy.  
The fee for the course is $125 
per couple.  Registration re-
quired, call 1.800.DOCTORS 
(1.800.362.8677) and refer-
ence zip code 08861.
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LOOKING BACK

Senior Scene
Happenings

Perth Amboy
WED. Dec. 31 Simpson Seniors, 10 a.m., 
      Williamson Hall, High St.
 • Holy Rosary Seniors, 12:30 p.m., Auditorium,  
      Florida Grove Rd.
 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
MON. Jan. 5 St. James Golden Girls, 10 a.m., 
       Fellowship Hall, Commerce St.
TUES. Jan. 6 Holy Spirit Seniors, 12:30 p.m.,
       Church Hall, Brace Ave.
 • Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m., 
     Presbyterian Center, Market St.
WED. Jan. 7 Simpson Seniors, 10 a.m., 
      Williamson Hall, High St.
 • Holy Rosary Seniors, 12:30 p.m., Auditorium,  
      Florida Grove Rd.
 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
 • Holy Trinity Seniors, 1 p.m., 
        Church Hall, Lawrie & Johnstone St.
 • Holy Trinity Seniors, 1 p.m., 
        Church Hall, Lawrie & Johnstone St.
 THURS. Jan. 8  The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m., 
  Family Life Center, Madison Ave.
South Amboy
MON. Jan. 12  St. Mary’s Seniors, 12 Noon, 
     Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave. 
WED.  Jan. 14   South Amboy Seniors, 12 Noon, 
      Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.
MON. Jan. 26     Sacred Heart Seniors, 12 Noon
                                Memorial Hall, Wash Ave.

Attn: If Your Club changes Your 
Schedule due to the Holidays or if you have 

Community Events to Submit
Please give us two weeks advanced notice!

732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610
AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Answers
From Puzzle
On Page 15

PERTH AMBOY - Babe Ruth along with his wife, Claire Merritt Ruth visit Perth Amboy circa 1930’s
*Photo Courtesy of the Kearny Cottage Historical Society

This Photo was restored under a grant for the Kearny Cottage Archiving project by the Middlesex Cul-
tural and Heritage Commission

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those 
who art in greatest need, 
thou who shineth as a star 
of hope in the midst of dark-
ness, blessed Saint Rita, bright 
mirror of God’s grace, in pa-
tience and fortitude thou art a 
model of all the states in life. 
I unite my will with the will 
of God through the merits of 
my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his pa-
tient wearing of the crown 
of thorns, which with tender 
devotion thou didst daily con-
template. Through the merits 
of the holy Virgin Mary and 
thine own graces and virtues, 
I ask thee to obtain my earnest 
petition, provided it be for the 
greater glory of God and my 
own sanctification. Guide and 
purify my intention, O holy 
protectress and advocate, so 
that I may obtain the pardon 
of all my sins and the grace to 
persevere daily, as thou didst 
in walking with courage, gen-
erosity, and fidelity down the 
path of life. (Mention your re-
quest.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the 
helpless, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three 
times each. 
K.M. & C.M.

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 
Massopust is available at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front 
St., Perth Amboy or in Fertig’s Department Store, 195 New 
Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy For more info call Katherine 
at 732-261-2610 or call the Barge at 732-442-3000 -  or Fer-
tig’s at 732-646-8337 -  A Great Gift!

Novena to St. Jude

Prayer to St. Anthony

O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest 
of Saints, your love for God 
and charity for His creatures 
made you worthy, when on 
earth, to posses miraculous 
powers.
   Miracles waited on your 
words, which you were ever 
ready to speak for those in 
trouble or anxiety. Encouraged 
by this thought, I implore you 
to obtain for me (request). The 
answer to my prayer may re-
quire a miracle. Even so, you 
are the Saint of Miracles.
  O gentle and loving St. An-
thony, whose heart was full of 
human sympathy, whisper my 
petition into the ears of Sweet 
Infant Jesus who loved to be 
folded in your arms, and the 
gratitude of my heart will ever 
be yours. Amen. Our Father. 
Hail Mary. Glory be.  M.S.K.

Most holy Apostle, St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of 
Jesus, the Church honors and 
invokes you universally, as 
the patron of difficult cases, 
of things almost despaired of, 
Pray for me, I am so helpless 
and alone.  Intercede with God 
for me that He bring visible 
and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come 
to my assistance in this great 
need that I may receive the 
consolation and help of heav-
en in all my necessities, tribu-
lations, and sufferings, par-
ticularly - (make your request 
here) - and that I may praise 
God with you and all the saints 
forever. I promise, Oh Blessed 
St. Jude, to be ever mindful of 
this great favor granted me by 
God and to always honor you 
as my special and powerful pa-
tron, and to gratefully encour-
age devotion to you.  Amen.   
M.S.K.

Prayer to St. Jude

To be said when problems 
arise or when one seems to be 
deprived of all visible help, or 
for cases almost despaired of.
Most holy Apostle, St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of 
Jesus, the name of the traitor 
who delivered our beloved 
Father into the hands of His 
enemies has caused you to 
be forgotten by many, but the 
Church honors and invokes 
you universally, as the patron 
and invokes you universally, 
as the patron of hopeless cas-
es, of things almost despaired 
of.  Pray for me, I am so help-
less and alone.  Make use I 
implore you, of that particular 
privilege given to you, to bring 
visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of.  
Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive 
the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, 
tribulations and sufferings, 
particularly (Here make your 
request) and that I may praise 
God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise, O blessed 
St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always 
honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to grate-
fully encourage devotion to 
you.  Amen.  A.L.S.
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Tell Our Advertisers
YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 
you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 
St. Joseph

A Petition to 
St. Jude

Cost $10. 
Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 
form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian
P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 
most perfect household, foster 
father of Jesus and guardian 
of His mother Mary, I confi-
dently place myself and all my 
concerns under your care and 
protection. I ask that, through 
your powerful intercession 
with God, you obtain for me all 
the help and graces that I need 
for my spiritual and temporal 
welfare and in particular, the 
special favor I now ask there 
mention or think of your home 
sale or any other petition, es-
pecially family needs. Good 
St. Joseph, I know with confi-
dence, that your prayers on my 
behalf will be heard by God 
and that He will grant my re-
quest, if it be for His glory and 
my greater good. Thank you St. 
Joseph, for having responded to 
my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, have mercy on us. 
St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 
pray for us. St. Jude, helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a 
day for nine days. It has nev-
er been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude
                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Claire

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:

Classified’s

Music Sheet Music for 
Piano $1 - Music Books 
$5 732-442-1953

Show display cases - good 
condition - must sell $20 
732-382-5096                          

Lionel 027 Train Set with 
Diecast Engine $75 732-
727-8417

Cement Mixer - Electric, 
3 Cubic Feet, Good Work-
ing Condition $50 or Of-
fer 732-750-1340               

Three Piece American 
Tourister Luggage with 
wheels $75 732-442-1642

Uprite Vacuum Hoover 
with Attachments $50 
732-442-9454

Oak Armor with TV in-
cluded. Can Send Picture 
$75 732-925-6542          

Whirlpool Electric Dryer 
- Runs Great! Moving! - 
Must Sell - 732-417-9209 

Chain Saw - Gas - 16” 
Homelite - Mint Condi-
tion $60 - 732-721-4477 x

For Sale

Sharpening
Make dull stuff sharp 
“Cheap” - knives, scis-
sors, garden tools - 732-
442-3430

For Sale
Household Items - Carpet 
Steamer - $45, lamp - $10 
TV - $20 - 732-967-6587

Refrigerator and Gas 
clothes dryer $25 each 
732-925-1072         

Joe Weider Workout 
Bench Signature Series 
Like New $60 732-727-
1306                     
     
Super Blower Vacuum 
Toro Electric Model 
51587 - 732-826-6324

Kenmore Gold Washer 
$35; Kenmore White Gas 
Dryer $35 732-826-1651

Round Kitchen Table w/4 
chairs, leaf $35, wall mir-
ror 42” x 28” $25 - 732-
442-2521

Blue house birdcage $20 
732-277-0706

Sony Megastorage 200 
CD Player $45 732-595-
6334

Christmas Decore - large 
assortment lights, wreaths, 
balls, etc. $25 - 732-826-
5865

Your Ad Can 
Go Here for 

$11 
a week

10 Week 
Minimum
Required

Your Ad Here

For Sale

2015 Commemorative Historic 
Perth Amboy Calendars

2015 Historic Perth Amboy Calendars are avail-
able at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth 
Amboy 732-442-3000 or at Fertigs Dept. Store, 195 
New Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy 732-646-8337 or 
Call Paul or Katherine at 732-293-1090. This year, 
the Calendars feature full color paintings by Artist 
Francis McGinley from Donald Johnstone Peck’s 
book, “An American Journey of Hope.” Sponsored 
by the Kearny Cottage Historical Association and 
the Friends of Perth Amboy Free Public Library. 
Calendars are $15 Each.

www.amboyguardian.com  

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner. 
Uprite Mint Condition 
$75 - 732-721-4477

Pre-lit X-mas Tree 7 1/2 
ft. 700 Lights - Excellent 
Cond. Pd. $150 - Sell 
$45 - 732-324-0964 - 
leave message

1950s Wood Sled, 50/60 
Typewriter; Glass Clock; 
1900 Tobacco Cards 
Asking $75 - 732-713-
0536

For Sale - Vintige Play-
boy Hustler Magazines 
$10 Each or 3 for $25 
732-826-3716.

Sharp Sound Bar Home 
Theater HTSL75 System 
Mint $60 732-290-1551

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$19 
a week

10 Week Minimum Required
Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Van For Sale
Astro Van Chevrolet 
2000 Passenger Good 
Motor Transmission 
$1,200 - 732-887-2235
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The Amboy Guardian 
Classified’s Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-
hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-
boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 
for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 
FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Need an 
Advertisement 

Designed? 
Call 732-293-1090
Newspaper, Photography, 

Photo Restoration, etc. 
www.photosbythebay.com

Graphic Design

Heart Soul Mind Body
Christian Counseling
720 King George Post Rd.

Ste. 307 Fords
James M. DeStefano, 

L.C.S.W.
732-887-1530

JMD1111@AOL.COM
Individual, Family & 

Children
14 yrs. exp. with depres-
sion, anxiety, addictions 

and more

 Counseling

Now Hiring

Roofing

Your Ad Can 
Go Here for 

$11 
a week

10 Week 
Minimum
Required

Your Ad Here

KIMBER
DRY CLEANING
732-721-1915

• All Work Done On Premises
• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring
& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Dry CleaningAuto Repair/Service

Pest Control

Cash for Cars

Hall For Rent

Hall Available

Insurance
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