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Affirmative
Frank Hoffman Appointed Department of Public Works 

Director; Jamie Rios Appointed Code Enforcement Director

City Employees pose for a photo with DPW Director Frank Hoff-
man                                                *Photo by Carolyn Maxwell

The Battle Continues and 
Old Wounds Reopened

2/10/16 Council Meeting
PERTH AMBOY – Resolu-
tion: R-84-2/16 - Consenting 
to the appointment of Frank 
Hoffman as the Director of the 
Department of Public Works.
Resolution R-85-2/16 Con-
senting to the appointment 
of Jamie Rios as Director of 
Code Enforcement.
   There was overwhelming 
support for the two newly ap-
pointed DPW and Code En-
forcement Directors. There 
were several employees for the 
Department of Public Works 
who praised Frank Hoff-
man, who worked his way up 
through the ranks to become 
the new leader.
   Perth Amboy Democratic 
Chair Billy Delgado com-
mended the two individuals, 
“Hoffman should be appoint-
ed. His department worked 
40-50 hours nonstop during 
the recent storm. I have known 
Jamie Rios for 25 years and 
I’m astounded as to how much 
he has accomplished in the 
short period of time as the Act-
ing Director of Code Enforce-
ment. Since Rios has been the 
acting head of that department, 
they have been working 7 days 
a week and have been getting 
more work done through the 
use of smartphones. All neces-
sary permits are on site when 
work is being done. Now only 
one inspector is needed at the 
courthouse so others in that 
department can be out in the 
field. Rios is also a resident of 
the City.”
   After Delgado’s remarks, an 
employee from Code Enforce-
ment came up to speak. That 
employee said, “It’s a pleasure 
to come to work now. Rios 
preaches customer service and 
tells us how to educate the 
public. I’ve seen more people 
cleaning up their properties. 
We have weekly update meet-
ings. If he’s done this much in 
six months, imagine what he’ll 
do in one year.”
   The next speaker was Greg-
ory Pabon, a Democratic 
Committeeman who has been 
impressed with Code Enforce-
ment under the leadership of 

Rios, “Whenever I call about 
a problem I’m having in my 
district, Code Enforcement re-
sponds very quickly. That’s all 
that I’ve come up here to say.”
    Mayor Diaz then spoke, “Ev-
ery appointment I’ve made has 
been to benefit the City. Em-
ployees are uplifted in these 
departments (Code Enforce-
ment and DPW). Diaz echoed 
Delgado’s comments, “Code 
Enforcement has been work-
ing 7 days a week.” She asked 
the Council to appoint Frank 
Hoffman (DPW Director), Ja-
mie Rios (Code Enforcement 
Director) and Adam Cruz (as 
Business Administrator).
    Geri Barcheski, herself a 27 
year City Employee, who has 
periodically acted as Interim 
Public Works Director dur-
ing periods of transition spoke 
next. “In the time I’ve been in 
Public Works, I’ve worked un-
der 9 different Directors. We 
are concerned with the health 
and safety of the residents of 
the City. We are proud of the 
work we do. Hoffman is tough, 
but fair and we’ve had more 
training under him. The work 
relations and morale are up in 
the department. Hoffman has 
the confidence, intelligence, 
skills and knows how to get 
it done. Please make Hoffman 
the Public Works Director. It’s 
the best decision you’ll make. 
He was born and raised here. 
People in our department start 

work at 3 a.m. and 4 a.m. We 
do work that we are not even 
responsible for.”
   DPW Supervisor Hector 
Polidura spoke, “Hoffman and 
I worked as City mechanics 
and we both worked our way 
up. The staff has worked long 
hours and many days with 
little rest. Hoffman respects 
feedback from employees. 
There are positive changes in 
the office and responses from 
the residents. Under Hoff-
man’s watch, there have been 
better communications.” Poli-
dura pleaded with the Council 
to put politics aside and to look 
at the work all the departments 
are doing – not just Code En-
forcement and the Department 
of Public Works.
   An employee who has been 
in the DPW since 1991 re-
marked about the snowstorm 
we had this past January. He 
was proud to report, “Our 
town had many roads cleared 
in 3 days compared to some 
of the towns in surrounding 
communities. We are so happy 
with Mr. Hoffman, that we 
threw a party for him to show 
our appreciation.”
   Buildings and Grounds Su-
pervisor Danny Cleaver came 
up to speak, “I am a 27 year 
employee. We had another 
good Director (Ken Schwartz) 

PERTH AMBOY –  Resolu-
tion R-83 – 2/16 – Moving the 
Election Date of the Perth Am-
boy School Board Members to 
the first Tuesday after the First 
Monday in November.
   Resident Stanley Sierakows-
ki was very interested in this 
resolution. As he did previous-
ly, Sierakowski told the Coun-
cil Members that the Board of 
Education did nothing illegal 
when they decided to change 
the election to April. He then 
asked the Council Members, 
“Did you read the stature in 
reference to changing Munici-
pal Elections?” Sierakowski 
continued, “What’s the legal 
basis for the Council moving 
the Board of Education Elec-
tion back to November?”
   Law Director Arlene Qui-
nones-Perez answered Siera-
kowski and proceeded to read 
the stature: (See Page 8).”
     Perth Amboy Republican 
Chair Sharon Hubberman said, 
“I was present at the Board of 
Education Special Meeting 
1/12/16 at PAHS when they 
decided to change their elec-
tion to April. I sent an OPRA 
request to the County Clerk 
and to City Clerk Jasko’s of-
fice to see if the Board of Edu-
cation had sent a public noti-
fication to the newspapers 48 
hours prior to the date of the 
meeting. I only found it on-
line.”
   Resident Alan Silber came 
up and wanted to know who 
initiated this resolution. Law 
Director Arlene Quinones-
Perez said, “It was either initi-
ated by the Council or the Law 
Director.”
   Silber also had a question 
about the candidate chosen to 
be the new Business Admin-
istrator. “Was this candidate 
ever a Business Administra-
tor?” There was no answer.
   Resident David Caba also 
had questions about the sal-
ary for the Business Admin-
istrators. “Assistant Business 
Administrator Peter Pelissier 
said, “The new Business Ad-
ministrator will be getting a 

$130,000 per year.”
   Caba retorted, “I guess 
Councilman Fernando Gon-
zalez won’t hire the new B.A. 
because he’s not a resident. 
Aren’t we paying the Assis-
tant B.A. $157,000? Doesn’t a 
Vice President earn less than a 
President?
  Councilman Joel Pabon an-
swered back to Caba, “He (Pe-
lissier) was paid based on his 
experience.”
   The ball went back into Ca-
ba’s court, “But the Council 
had an ordinance with a salary 
cap (with this position.)”
   Pabon answered, “It was an 
old ordinance that we should 
not have voted on.”
   Law Director Quinones cited 
the Faulkner Act, “The ordi-
nance pertaining to the sal-
ary range is for department 
heads.”
   Perth Amboy Democratic 
Chair Billy Delgado said, “We 
need to have an experienced 
Assistant Business Admin-
istrator here to help the new 
B.A. in his transition.”
   Mayor Diaz said, “Adam 
Cruz, the candidate to be ap-
pointed as the new B.A. was 
an Assistant Business Ad-
ministrator in Newark. Peter 
Pelissier has over 20 years 
experience. These are people 
who really want to work in the 
City.”
  Resident Stanley Siera-
kowski came back later in 
the evening (public portion). 
“Nothing is official. (The date 
being changed back to April 
for the Board of Education 
Elections) According an ar-
ticle published in the Amboy 
Guardian in 2012, “Three 
Board of Education Members 
voted against moving the elec-
tions to November.” He then 
again encouraged the Council 
Members to read the stature on 
changing Board of Education 
election dates.”
   Councilman Fernando Gon-
zalez showed his displeasure 
in regards to moving the Board 
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Affirmative
2/10/16 Council Meeting

who retired. When Schwartz 
retired, Hoffman stepped in as 
Public Works Director and did 
a good job until a permanent 
replacement could be found 
for Schwartz. In that short 
period of time, Hoffman had 
to do the budget for Public 
Works and he did a good job 
and brought it under budget. 
Both Hoffman and Jamie Rios 
are dedicated employees.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon said, 
“I was impressed by the em-
ployees who came up to speak 
about these two individuals 
(Hoffman and Rios). Three 
of the most important depart-
ments in the City are the Po-
lice, Public Works and Code 

Enforcement. Sometimes peo-
ple in these departments may 
think that no one is watching 
them when they’re working at 
certain hours. But, there are 
a lot of people who are look-
ing when you’re working at 
all different hours of the day. 
I know, because we get com-
plaints from these people. I 
know the employees said we 
are short of manpower and 
equipment, but that’s why we 
(the Council) are here so you 
can tell us exactly what you 
need.”
   Hoffman’s appointment was 
moved and passed unanimous-
ly. 
   After Hoffman was approved 
as Public Works Director by 
the Council, the DPW em-

ployees and many others at 
the Council Meeting stood up, 
cheered and applauded for that 
decision. Hoffman stood up 
with a big smile on his face 
and thanked the DPW for be-
ing here and supporting him. 
He asked the Council to please 
vote for Rios as well.
  Rios’ appointment was 
moved and passed unanimous-
ly as well.
 Hoffman complimented the 
new Code Enforcement Direc-
tor, Jamie Rios whom he sided 
as being a “very understanding 
director.” He added, “Rios has 
to be a disciplinarian as well as 
a leader.”     

of Election date, “For 30 to 40 
years the Board of Education 
elections were held in May. 
Governor Christie said that the 
municipalities could change it 
to November to save money. 
(November is when the gener-
al elections are held.) We spent 
$80,000 on a special election 
(Fernando Gonzalez vs. Sergio 
Diaz for a 3rd spot on the City 
Council held May 12, 2015) 
just because the City didn’t 
like the 2014 election results. 
There is a desire to control ev-
erything in the City. Instead  of 
the City, the Administration, 
the Council and the Board of 
Education sitting down and 
talking, there will be money 
spent on making lawyers rich 
(arguing this change of date). 
It is sad for the future of Perth 
Amboy.”

   Councilman Fernando Irizar-
ry responded to Councilman 
Fernando Gonzalez’ outburst, 
“That election (5/12/15 Spe-
cial Election) was ordered by 
the Court.”
   Councilman Bill Petrick add-
ed, “There was fraud found. 
I’m surprised at Fernando 
Gonzalez. He piloted this 
(change of the election to No-
vember). Look at the records.
   Fernando Gonzalez was as-
tounded at Petrick’s remarks.
  Councilman Joel Pabon 
added, “This looked too se-
cretive (the Board of Educa-
tion changing their election 
to April 2016). I haven’t been 
to many Board of Education 
Meetings lately, but people 
have said that something is not 
right. The City and the Board 
of Education need to get to-
gether.”
   Councilman Fernando Gon-

zalez stated, “I was against the 
Board of Elections moving 
the election to November. We 
were not giving the education-
al system the value it deserves. 
There were 57 names on the 
ballot which was very confus-
ing for the people.”
  Council President Lisa 
Nanton said, “I’m not really 
against moving the Board 
of Education elections back 
to April. I just question why 
they’re doing it so late. The 
Board of Education Members 
had 4 years to change the date 
back to April. The special 
meeting they had to decide 
this date change was given on 
short notice.”
  The Resolution R-83 passed. 
Councilman Fernando Gonza-
lez abstained because of con-
flict of interest.
(See Related Article, Page 10)

Resident Feels House is in Danger
2/10/16 Council Meeting

Hedberg House    *Photo by Josh Hedberg 2/12/16

PERTH AMBOY - Water Street 
Resident Dan Hedberg was 
concerned about the stones that 
were removed which secured 
the hill leading to Bayview 
Park from Front Street. He pre-
sented photos to the Council, “I 
called Council President Lisa 
Nanton who is the committee 
woman in our district about not 
only my home but other homes 
that may be affected by this. I 
came to City Hall and spoke to 
Mayor Diaz and B.A. Pelissier. 
Our neighborhood was not told 
about the rock removal which I 
feel will put us in danger. Heavy 
rains can cause the dirt to slide. 
There was a front-end loader 
that was digging out the dirt. 
I’m asking that this project be 
put on hold.”
  Hedberg had a list of requests  
to present before the Council. 
One included if the town would 
be able to issue any kind of in-
surance to protect his residence 
for any damages. He wanted to 
know if there were any legal 

requirements informing resi-
dents in an area that there may 
be a project that might endan-
ger them. “Why are we putting 
walkways in the middle of a 
hill?”
  Law Director Arlene Qui-
nones-Perez told Hedberg, “The 
City does not provide insurance 
in those cases. I am not familiar 
with this project and will have 
to take a look.”

   Councilman Joel Pabon said, 
“I think we have engineers look-
ing at this.”
  Annie Hindenlang - Exec. Dir. 
Office of Economic and Com-
munity Development Rede-
velopment Agency said, “The 
walkway is actually a terracing 
effect to prevent further damage 
from another Superstorm Sandy 
occurrence. This will actually 
make the area safer.”
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Gift Auction
PERTH AMBOY – The St. 
Ann’s Society of Ukrainian 
Assumption Church,  will 
hold their annual Tricky Tray 
& Gift Auction - Bunny Hop 
Tricky Tray on Sunday, March 
6 at the Assumption Catholic 
School Auditorium, 370 Mer-
edith St., Perth Amboy.  Doors 
open at 12 Noon. Drawings 
begin at 2 p.m. Tickets are $8.  
Cruise through rows of Table 
Prizes while listening to tunes 
from the 50’s and 60’s. Rock 
on over to stage prizes, Money 
Raffle, Calendar Raffle, Bas-
ket Raffle and More! Food 
available for purchase in the 
kitchen. Free cake, tea and cof-
fee. No outside food, Please! 
For tickets and info call Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church of the 
Assumption Office: 732-826-
0767.

Tax Appeals - 2016
 APPEAL your Property Taxes

Deadline to file April 1, 2016
 SUSAN BATISTA 

Licensed NJ Real Estate Appraiser 
& Consultants

30 Years Experience
 • FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

732-423-2639 Office Phone

PERTH AMBOY - St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Clergy marked the 
forehead of passer-byers with ashes for Ash Wednesday 2/10/16 during 
the morning hours at Perth Amboy Train Station Parking Lot. Photo 
(Top) - Brigitte Pincelli, Deacon Kathleen DeJohn and Rev. Anne-
Marie Jeffries

An Evening 
of Jazz 

COLONIA – Sponsored by 
the Independent Club of Co-
lonia featuring the Danny 
Mixon Trio or Quartet. April 
2 at the Colonia Fire House, 
250 Inman Ave., Colonia from 
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. Advanced 
Tickets required. Limited 
Seating. $30pp includes wine 
and beer, hot and cold hors 
d’oeuvres. BYOB optional. 
For more info go to www.in-
dependentclub.org. For tick-
ets call Glen 732-213-7797 or 
Phillip 908-337-1554 or Roz 
732-734-7538 or Rhonda 732-
925-0162. 2/10

Go to www.amboyguardian.com 
for the Latest Breaking News

Ashes To Go, Perth Amboy Train Station 
2/10/16    *Photos by Paul W. Wang

Connections 
Program Seeks 

Volunteers
METUCHEN - The Con-
nections Program of Catho-
lic Charities, Diocese of 
Metuchen, a voluntary child to 
adult match program is seek-
ing adult volunteers to provide 
a positive friend relationship 
to children and youth that has 
suffered a loss or has special 
needs.  These children reside 
in Middlesex County and 
Franklin Township and are in 
desperate need of a positive 
role model.  Adult Volunteers 
are being sought to make a dif-
ference in the lives of children 
and youth through one-to-one 
activities.
   Any individual 18 years old or 
older, of any ethnic, religious 
or economic background, who 
is interested in making a posi-
tive impact on a child’s life 
is eligible to become an adult 
volunteer mentor.
   All adult volunteers will be 
screened, receive training, 
staff support and other ser-
vices as needed.   If you are 
interested in learning more 
about the Connections Men-
toring Program, please contact 
Jeanette Cullen at (732) 738-
1323. 1/27

Amboy Guardian Congratulates 
One Of Our Own     *Photo Submitted

By: Beverly Samuelson
SOUTH AMBOY - A big congratulations to our Photographer Aar-
on Beers on his invitation to join Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
after making the Dean’s List at Middlesex County College. Aaron is 
going for his Accounting Degree and after Middlesex he will move 
on to gets his Master’s. Aaron is already an IT Guru and wants to 
expand his career.  Aaron is a graduate of Kings Academy and Pem-
berton Township High School, Burlington County College. We at 
the Guardian are all proud of Aaron and wish him much success. He 
is a brilliant young man with a great future ahead.  Way to go Aaron!

Criollos Athletic Club of Perth Amboy
1st Annual Comedy Show

Saturday, March 19, 2016, 6:30 p.m. 
Portuguese Sporting Club
782 State Street, Perth Amboy

 $30 pp. Includes: Buffet, Beer, Wine, Soda & 3 Comedians. 
For Tickets/Info call Chico: 732-921-0006 

or Hector: 732-925-3067.
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Of Dire Need

Donna M. Chiera
President AFT of NJ

Defending 
the AFT

   During my time in the Dis-
trict, until I  became disabled 
and unable to work, I found 
the AFT representation excel-
lent. Our contracts were nego-
tiated at the local level taking 
into consideration the param-
eters needed to benefit the 
learning outcome for students 
in our classroom.
    Our benefit package was 
second to none. Who has com-
pared State health care plans 
to our present health package? 
Give it a try and open an eye.
   NJEA members are just that. 
NJEA members. They are not 
AFT members. Why would 
they want to even think of 
attending an AFT meeting? 
Would be like a registered 
Democrat trying to sneak into 
the Republican convention. 
Silly at best.
   What did all those NJEA 
dues get their members? Man-

datory health contributions 
and decreased retirement ben-
efits. Worse is yet to come for 
the NJEA membership rank 
and file.
   I am retired now due to my 
injuries. But if I would have a 
vote it would be for the AFT. 
Local representation on the lo-
cal level for those in our Dis-
trict as a priority. 
   No outsiders coming in to 
push their weight around. Do 
we need this?  For what reason 
would we need it? I can see 
none whatsoever. 
   My father was a custodian 
in District and retired in the 
1970’s. I was a business and 
mathematics teacher and re-
tired in the 2010’s. The AFT 
was here and represented both 
of us.
   We should not now allow 
a group of outsiders to enter 
our City and attempt to cre-
ate a circus arena  atmosphere 
during the critical negotiating 
technicalities needed to bring 
forth a viable agreement.

   Obama brought change and 
created a disaster.  Christie 
brought change and screwed 
us. Now the NJEA wants to 
bring us relief. I don’t believe 
so. 
   My thinking leads me to be-
lieve that the NJEA just wants 
all monies in their coffers from 
everyone who is an education-
al employee in the state. They 
have jealousy in their blood 
for the AFT. 
   Worst of all they attempt to 
undermine first amendment 
rights and laugh at our district 
wide communication channel 
of the “mailbox”. They pro-
fess that visiting a colleague 
at their home is not worth your 
time.
   My door is open at all times 
to any of my colleagues and 
friends who desire to stop 
around. It’s always OK, in my 
book, to stop and say hello.

Bill Pafinty
Retired PABOE Teacher

Equal Pay for 
Women Can’t 

Wait
   Seven years ago, President 
Obama signed the Lily Led-
better Fair Pay Act ensuring 
that anyone whose pay lagged 
because of gender, race, age, 
disability, or religion could 
assert her rights under fed-
eral anti-discrimination laws. 
While the act has helped many 
deserving individuals since 
its enactment, according to 
the National Women’s Law 
Center[i], women remain eco-
nomically marginalized and 
underpaid in comparison with 
men throughout the United 
States and here in New Jersey.    
   Enter New Jersey legislative 
champion state Senator Loret-
ta Weinberg introducing a crit-
ical measure to help address 
the persistent problem of pay 
inequity that hurts New Jersey 
families so dramatically. Sen. 
Weinberg’s bill takes steps to-
wards strengthening New Jer-
sey’s laws against discrimina-
tion particularly as it relates to 
wages and sex. A requirement 
for employers contracting with 
the state to provide demo-
graphic and wage information 
is a good measure to help iden-
tify discriminatory practices 
where they exist. This measure 
and corresponding initiatives 
in other states need to be sup-
ported with advocacy and ac-
tivism to move them through 
attempts to derail and obstruct.

    Legislative measures are 
one tool in what must be a 
multi-faceted approach to the 
persistent problem of the gen-
der pay gap.
    Our unions continue to ad-
vocate successfully for equal 
pay and make some progress. 
The Institute for Women’s 
Policy Research found that 
women represented by labor 
unions earn 88.7 cents on the 
dollar compared with their 
male counterparts, a consider-
ably higher earnings ratio than 
the earnings ratio between all 
women and men in the United 
States (78.3 percent)[ii].
    When I started teaching 
more than three decades ago, 
the profession was low-paid 
and comprised of a mostly fe-
male workforce. We suffered 
with low salaries for decades. 
Collectively bargained salary 
guides accounting for both ex-
perience and education have 
gone a long way towards ad-
dressing pay inequality with-
in the ranks of professional 
educators, but it is still not 
enough. Unfortunately old at-
titudes persist and we still see 
that men are more likely to be 
moved into athletics coaching 
and extracurricular activities 
that offer stipends and more 
likely to be hired into district 
administration with higher 
salaries.
  Although we know that edu-
cation is a great equalizer in 
many areas and of immea-
surable value in shaping our 
society, the wage gap exists 

regardless of education level. 
Women with master’s degrees 
working full time are paid just 
72 cents for every dollar paid 
to men with master’s degrees, 
according to the National Part-
nership for Women and Fami-
lies.[iii] Further, women with 
doctoral degrees are paid less 
than men with master’s de-
grees, and women with mas-
ter’s degrees are paid less than 
men with bachelor’s degrees.
   None of these persistent gaps 
are going to be closed by the 
force of wishful thinking or 
platitudes. We need solid leg-
islation like Sen. Weinberg’s 
to keep us moving in the right 
direction. We need programs 
to train women for rewarding 
careers in trades as well as 
for professional and manage-
rial roles. We need to change 
the mistaken impression that 

Continued on Page  7

McClellan Street *Photos by Paul W. Wang

Madison Avenue Gutter on Madison Avenue and 
Market Street

   According to the 2010 Unit-
ed States Census, there were 
50,814 people in Perth Amboy, 
including 15,419 households, 
and 11,456 families residing in 
the city. Even if you factor only 
one car per household (being 
conservative), that’s over 15,000 
vehicles that need parking in 
a 4.702 sq mi land area. That’s 
10,806.8 people per sq mi - and 
more people coming in. Enough 
already! Where are these people 
going to park? As it is now, we 
don’t have sufficient parking 
for our residents, including all 
the residents which are living 
in illegal housing. Even if these 
vehicles are garaged, there are a 
large amount of cars on the street 
and people driving in town. It’s 
getting more and more difficult 
to navigate while driving in the 
City. Perth Amboy is bursting 
at the seams. Any additional 
housing will put a strain on the 
City. What will be the straw that 
breaks the camel’s back?
       Winter has taken its toll on 
Perth Amboy’s roads, as it has 
been doing so for many years, 
and it doesn’t help our sewer 
system either. The last snow-
storm added to the ever in-

creasing pothole problem. Look 
around the City and count how 
many potholes and cracks you 
see. The roads are continuing to 
deteriorate and are getting worse 
and worse each day. The ap-
pearance of some roads as they 
are now is deplorable. Besides 
being unsightly, they are an ac-
cident waiting to happen to both 
pedestrians and drivers. Some 
of the roads going through Perth 
Amboy are state or county roads 
and are the state’s and county’s 
responsibility respectively. Perth 
Amboy should request that these 
roads be paved.
   While patching helps put a 
Band-Aid by fixing the problem 
temporarily, many of Perth Am-
boy’s roads are beyond patching. 
These roads need to be paved. 
Paving Perth Amboy’s roads will 
improve the overall appearance 
of the town giving it a much 
needed face-lift. At the same 
time, it will give the City the 
opportunity to take the time to 
improve the infrastructure of the 
sewers (which may collapse one 
day and cause major sinkholes). 
It’s a job long overdue. The new 
Director of Public Works has his 
work cut out for him. K.M.
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Attention! Our Newspaper is available at Shop-
Rite, Perth Amboy at the Courtesy Counter! 

Attend Public Meetings 
Have Your Voice Heard!

IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE.......................................... 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.
IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.
IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.
ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.
AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.
AMBOY EYE CARE ............................................................................94 SMITH ST.
ANITA’S CORNER .........................................................................664 BRACE AVE.
ASIAN CAFE.........................................................................................271 KING ST. 
THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.
C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.
CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.
CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.
COPA DE ORO .................................................................................... 306 SMITH ST.
DUNKIN DONUTS ........................................................................ 587 FAYETTE ST.
ELIZABETH CORNER ..................................................................... 175 HALL AVE.
FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.
FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.
HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.
INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.
JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.
LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.
LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.
MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ...............................................788 CONVERY BLVD.
PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.
PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.
PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.
PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.
QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.
QUICK STOP DELI .......................................................................814 AMBOY AVE.
QUISQUEYA MARKET ............................................................249 MADISON AVE.
QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.
RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.
SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.
SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.
SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.
SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.
SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.
TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.
TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 238 SMITH ST.
WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.
ZPA ...................................................................................................... 281 GRACE ST.
IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.
SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.
SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT .............................................................. 111 MAIN ST.
IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.
SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ......................................................100 N. BROADWAY
BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY
BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 
CENTER DELI ....................................................................... 250 N. STEVENS AVE.
CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY
COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.
KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY
KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.
WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY
IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.
MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.
NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.
REO DINER ....................................................................................392 AMBOY AVE.
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy  
MON. Feb. 22 City Council, Caucus, 4:30 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
WED. Feb. 24 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
THURS. Feb. 25 Historic Preservation Commission, 7 p.m.
   PAHS, Eagle Ave.
South Amboy
WED. Feb. 17 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, N. Broadway

Kearny 
Cottage Open

PERTH AMBOY - Come visit 
the historic home of Commo-
dore Lawrence Kearny. The 
Cottage is located at 63 Ca-
talpa Ave, Perth Amboy, and is 
open on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and 
the last Sunday of the month 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. by ap-
pointment. The Kearny Cot-
tage needs your help.  Anyone 
interested in joining the Kear-
ny Cottage Historical Society 
please contact 732-293-1090.  
We are on the web!   www.Ke-
arnyCottage.org

Volunteer 
Firefighters 

Needed
PERTH AMBOY - The Perth 
Amboy Fire Department: 
Volunteer Division needs 
members. Accepting men and 
women ages 18 years or older.  
Volunteers must be a Perth 
Amboy resident.  For more in-
formation please contact 732-
442-3430.

Deadline for Print Ads: 
7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HIV Support
PERTH AMBOY — Raritan 
Bay Medical Center is spon-
soring an HIV support group 
meeting on Monday’s at 6 p.m. 
Anyone diagnosed with or car-
ing for someone infected with 
HIV is welcome to attend.    
Meetings  are  held  at  the hos-
pital’s  Perth  Amboy Division, 
New Brunswick Avenue.
   To register or for more infor-
mation, call (732) 324-5022.

Do you or someone you know have 
Old Photographs or Documents?
 The Kearny Cottage Historical Society is
Looking for Old Photos and Documents of 

Perth Amboy, South Amboy, 
Woodbridge, Fords, etc. (Local Area)

For an Archiving Project - Your Photos & Documents 
will be scanned into digital format & returned to you.

For more info please call 732-293-1090

Tea Room 
Open

PERTH AMBOY - The Pro-
prietary House is now open 
every Wednesday from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for tea and 
tours.  The tea room has re-
opened, serving their usual de-
licious homemade cakes and 
assorted teas.  Hostesses Dot, 
Helen and Joanne are back to 
greet you.  A $7.00 donation 
includes both the tea and a 
tour of the mansion.  Although 
the house is still in the process 
of being restored, some rooms 
have been newly decorated, 
and we have acquired several 
pieces of antique furniture, 
including a 1700’s desk and 
game table. The gift shop is 
also opened. A visit to the tea 
room is the perfect way to 
spend a pleasant afternoon. 
Groups are welcome, although 
reservations are required for 
groups over six people.  The 
Proprietary House is located 
at 149 Kearny Ave., Perth Am-
boy, NJ. Tel: 732-826-5527. 
Email: Info@proprietary-
house.org.
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Ads Sell!
Call Carolyn

732-896-
4446

Five New Jersey Schools 
Awarded Verizon

 Innovative Learning Grants 
to Enhance STEM Education

News Release 2/9/16
NEWARK – Five New Jersey 
schools are recent recipients 
of highly competitive Verizon 
Innovative Learning Grants 
designed to accelerate innova-
tive learning opportunities in 
under-resourced schools.
      The winners are:
• Nathan Hale School in Cart-
eret
• Academy of Urban Leader-
ship Charter High School in 
Perth Amboy
• High Tech High School in 
North Bergen
• Paulsboro High School in 
Paulsboro
• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community School in Atlantic 
City
    This program is a part of 
Verizon’s commitment to the 
White House’s ConnectED 
initiative. The company has 
pledged up to $100 million in 
cash and in-kind contributions 
over three years as part of this 
program. Each school was 
awarded $20,000 for the 2015-
16 school year to support and 
better engage students’ interest 
and understanding in STEM 
subjects.
   “Verizon understands Amer-
ica’s need for a diverse, skilled 
technology workforce,” said 
Samuel Delgado, vice presi-
dent of external affairs for 
Verizon New Jersey. “Today, 
too few young people in New 
Jersey are prepared to play a 
meaningful role in the tech-
based economy, and that’s es-
pecially true for women and 
minorities.
“The grants are being used to 
help students have increased 
access to technology as a pow-
erful tool to create more excit-
ing, hands-on and experiential 
learning environments,” Del-
gado added.
The grants will help the 
schools launch or accelerate 
STEM programs that incorpo-
rate experiential learning, train 
teachers on the effective use 
of mobile technology to help 
increase student achievement, 
and create more personalized 
learning environments to help 
students succeed.
    The national grant program 
is open to any public elementa-
ry, middle or high school in the 

United States in which at least 
70 percent of students qualify 
for free or reduced lunch.
   Learn more about Verizon’s 
commitment to New Jersey at 
www.VerizonUpdateNJ.com
Verizon Communications 
Inc. (NYSE, Nasdaq: VZ) 
employs a diverse workforce 
of 177,700 and generated 
nearly $132 billion in 2015 
revenues. Verizon operates 
America’s most reliable wire-
less network, with more than 
112 million retail connections 
nationwide. Headquartered in 
New York, the company also 
provides communications and 
entertainment services over 
America’s most advanced 
fiber-optic network, and deliv-
ers integrated business solu-
tions to customers worldwide.

Need Rent, 
Food or Utility 

Assistance?
PERTH AMBOY - The JRF 
Family Assistance Center pro-
vides rent, food or utility assis-
tance to qualifying individuals 
or families in the community. 
To be eligible you must meet 
program requirements. For 
more information, please call 
732-324-2180. You can also 
stop by our office on the 2nd 
floor! (149 Kearny Ave. – Rear 
of Proprietary House)

Drums Alive
Press Release
SOUTH AMBOY - Drums 
Alive (R) Fundraiser to ben-
efit the Columbian Club #426. 
Drums Alive Classes with Li-
censed and Certified Instructor 
Denise Morgan!!! Thursdays 
at 7pm! Feel and experience 
the pulsating rhythms, dy-
namic movements and pow-
erful percussions of this 
new and unique high-energy 
dance rhythmical workout. 
The Drums Alive® program 
is simple and fun for adults 
and kids of all fitness levels, 
including seniors and those 
who may have physical chal-
lenges. Participants enjoy a to-
tal “mind and body” workout 
with just a pair of drumsticks 

in hand and a stability ball at 
their feet. By combining the 
cognitive and physical pro-
cess involved in the rhythmic 
movements, one can discover 
balance of the mind, body 
and spirit. February 25th thru 
March 24th from 7 p.m. to 7:55 
p.m. at the Knights of Colum-
bus, 308 Fourth Street South 
Amboy. Price: 5 classes = $45  
a portion of the proceeds go 
to the Columbian club #426. 
You must bring a stability ball 
and a yoga mat, don’t forget 
your water!  Come join the 
fun and see what Drums Alive 
is all about. Preregistration is 
required. Email healthandfit-
nesswithdenise@gmail.com 
or call Denise 732-525-9536.

Lego Toddlers
SOUTH AMBOY - Ages 2-3 
yrs. old. Wednesdays at 1:30  
p.m. at the Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy, 100 Harold G. 
Hoffman Plaza, South Amboy.  
For more info call 732-721-
6060. Come build with us!

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM
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The Community Voice

Vet’s Coffee 
House

PERTH AMBOY - Attention 
area vets of our Armed Forc-
es.  The Salvation Army Vet’s 
Coffee House meets once a 
month, every 2nd Thursday for 
coffee, donuts and conversa-
tion.  Time is 19:00 - 21:00 
located at the corner of Wash-
ington Street and State Street, 
Perth Amboy. We can be 
reached at the Salvation Army 
732-826-7040.  We look for-
ward to meeting you.

Ladies 
Auxiliary 

#4699
SAYREVILLE - the Ladies 
Auxiliary of #4699 of Jernee 
Mill road, Sayreville will hold 
their monthly meeting on Feb-
ruary 23 at the post hall. All 
are invited to attend and light 
refreshments will be served. 
For any info call 732-264-
3041. 2/10

Continued  From Page  4

males are family breadwinners 
and women are only working 
to supplement a husband’s 
income. In fact, census data 
show more than 441,000 fam-
ily households in New Jersey 
headed by women[iv]. About 
23 percent of those families, 
or 99,308 family households, 
have incomes that fall below 
the poverty level.
    One strength we have in 
advocating for local, state 
and federal legislation is that 
women vote at higher rates 
than men since 1980 and in 
higher numbers since 1964[v]. 
In 2012, 71.4 million women 
(64 percent of those eligible) 
voted, compared to 61.6 mil-
lion men (less than 60 percent). 
In 2012, 81.7 million women 
were registered to vote, com-
pared to 71.4 million men.
    Legislators of both parties as 
well as candidates for higher 
office should be held to task 
for their past votes and asked 
to pledge to support bills that 
provide accountability and 
address wage discrimination. 
These are among the tools that 
we can use so that subsequent 
generations of Lilly Ledbet-
ter’s daughters and nieces earn 
enough to be self-sufficient 
and those who choose to can 
care for their own families.

Donna M. Chiera
President of the American 
Federation of  Teachers 
New Jersey

References:
[i]The Lilly Ledbetter Act 
Five Years Later – A Law That 
Works,
 http://nwlc.org/resources/
lilly-ledbetter-act-five-years-
later-law-works/
[ii] Unionized Women Earn 
More than Nonunionized 
Women in Every U.S. State, 
http://statusofwomendata.
org/press-releases/unionized-
women-earn-more-than-non-
unionized-women-in-every-u-
s-state/
 [iii] America’s Women and the 
Wage Gap, http://www.nation-
alpartnership.org/research-
library/workplace-fairness/
fair-pay/americas-women-
and-the-wage-gap.pdf
 [iv] America’s Women and the 
Wage Gap, http://www.nation-
alpartnership.org/research-
library/workplace-fairness/
fair-pay/americas-women-
and-the-wage-gap.pdf
 [v] The Gender Gap: Gender 
Differences in Vote Choice and 
Political Orientations, http://
www.cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/
default/files/resources/closer-
look_gender-gap-07-15-14.
pdf

Keep Those Let-
ters Coming!  

We Love to Hear 
From You!

$100 Worth of Food for $40
PERTH AMBOY – The Jolin Food box program is de-
signed to provide families with nationally branded food 
products at wholesale prices. On behalf of the Cathedral’s 
Community Development Corporation, the Jewish Re-
naissance Foundation’s AmeriCorps is helping promote 
the Jolin Food Box. This month’s deadline is Feb. 10. Pick 
Up Date is Saturday, Feb. 20 between 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 
a.m. at 282 McClennan Street, Perth Amboy Check out 
https://jolinfoodbox.com or contact us at 732-826-8207.

Success 
Coaching

PERTH AMBOY – The JRF 
Family Success Center helps 
families reach their goals. Feel 
free to stop by and meet with 
or family partners for goal 
planning, helping you and 
your family members reach 
your individual success. The 
JRF Family Center is located 
in the rear of the Proprietary 
House (149 Kearny Ave.) For 
more info call 732-638-5063.

Military 
Assistance 

Center
WOODBRIDGE - Sansone 
Auto Mall and Woodbridge 
Township are sponsoring a 
Military Assistance Center, 3rd 
Floor, Town Hall. Ronald G. 
Davie, Coordinator. 732-634-
4500 ext. 2037. Email - Ron.
Davie@twp.woodbridge.nj.us

This is 
Outrageous!

Mayor circumvents City Code 
and Ordinances, Council sup-
ports and condones it; City 
Attorney goes against Ordi-
nances she herself submitted.
   This is an outrage. At the 
Council Meeting on January 
13, 2016, it was pointed out 
that City Code 4-23 proce-
dures had been violated in hir-
ing Mr. Pelissier as the Interim 
Business Administrator.
    Attempting to cover up the 
violation, Mayor Diaz presum-
ably acted upon Ms. Quinones’ 
advice and submitted a letter to 
the City Council dated January 
27, 2016, which circumvented 
City Code 4- 23 by backdating 
Mr. Pelissier’s appointment as 
an Assistant BA to January 5, 
2015, thereby keeping his sal-
ary at $157,000.00. In a con-
venient lapse of memory by 
both the Mayor and Ms. Qui-
nones, this disregarded anoth-
er Ordinance, 1798-2015, that 
had just been adopted by the 
Council on December 9, 2015. 
Signed by Lisa Nanton Mayor 

Diaz, Elaine Jasko approved 
as to form by Arlene Quinones 
Perez, this ordinance limited 
the salary for an Assistant 
B.A. to $106,000 and required 
any appointee to be a resident 
of Perth Amboy.
   In violation of this ordinance, 
Mr. Pelissier’s present sal-
ary of $157,000.00 represents 
an unlawful overpayment of 
$51,000.00. This is on top of 
the fact that Mr. Pelissier is not 
a resident of our city, another 
violation.
   Mr. Pabon at the February 
10th Council meeting, stated 
that Ordinance 1798-2015 ad-
opted by the Council on De-
cember 09, 2015 should not 
have been passed, that it was
an error on their part, thus try-
ing to provide cover for the 
Mayor, the attorney, and the 
Council, with the exception of 
Fernando Gonzalez, who was 
the only council member to 
vote “nay.”
   Can anyone please tell me 
what is going on here? THIS 
IS OUTRAGEOUS!!

Virginia Lugo
Concerned Citizen

What Do You Think?   Send us a Response!
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Comments
Public, Council & Administration 

2/10/16 Council Meeting
PERTH AMBOY - Truxton  
Avenue Resident William Ma-
son inquired about the lawsuit 
filed about Susan Batista over 
a year ago. “What are the legal 
bills so far?”
   Law Director Arlene Qui-
nones-Perez said, “The fees 
are covered by the City’s in-
surance company carrier that 
has a rider attached to it.”
  Truxton Avenue Susan Batis-
ta inquired again, “Was Peter 
Pelissier ever an Acting Mayor 
before January of this year?”
   Council President Lisa Nan-
ton said, “He was only the 
Acting Mayor from the Janu-
ary dates that were listed on 
the previous agenda when the 
Mayor was out of town.”
  (Mayor Diaz came back at 
an earlier date than original-
ly scheduled because of the 
snowstorm.)
   Resident David Caba said, 
“I should apply for a City Pen-
sion because I’ve been com-
ing to the Meetings for over 
20 years. Nobody wanted to 
run against Joe Vas for many 
years. I respect Pelissier as a 
Veteran. I have a right to come 
up here because of our Veter-
ans fighting for our freedom.” 
  When Caba started to speak 
about an 85 year old man 
who was a Veteran who he 
considers as a second father, 
Councilman Fernando Irizar-
ry interrupted him and said, 
“You’ve told this to us many 
times already.”
   Caba became agitated and 
responded, “I can come up and 
speak as many times as I want 
- Even if it’s on the same sub-
ject! 35% of the people voted 
for Mayor Diaz. The other 
65% did not want her.”
   Resident Alan Silber came 
up to speak. He addressed 
Councilman Joel Pabon. Sil-
ber questioned Pabon about an 
ordinance that Pabon said the 

Council should have pulled 
from the December 9, 2015 
Council Meeting Agenda:
2. An Ordinance to Amend 
An Ordinance Entitled “Or-
dinance Fixing and Establish-
ing A Schedule of Salaries and 
Salary Ranges and Increments 
for Officers and Employees 
of the City of Perth Amboy” 
(Ordinance No. 218-79 As 
Amended) Adopted July 3, 
1979. Re: Management & Non 
Union - January 1, 2015 – De-
cember 31, 2018.
  Silber stated, “This Ordi-
nance was signed by Coun-
cil President Nanton, Mayor 
Diaz, City Clerk Elaine Jas-
ko and Law Director Arlene 
Quinones-Perez. It was on the 
January 7, 2016 Agenda that 
made Pelissier an Assistant 
B.A. You can’t trust people 
who said they’ll run for two 
terms, and then break their 
promise.”
  He questioned the Council, 
“Are you part of the Admin-
istration? Or Separate? She  
(Mayor Diaz) doesn’t appoint. 
You have to consent. How 
are sick/vacation days deter-
mined? We’re talking about 
dollars here. I’ll say one thing 
- Frank Hoffman was one of 
the City Employees who went 
to the Vas trial everyday. I’ve 
been speaking to people in the 
Ethics Department in Trenton 
about the Mayor not follow-
ing the ordinances. The people 
in that Department wanted 
to know why isn’t the Coun-
cil doing anything about it?” 
  Law Director Quinones-Per-
ez interjected and said to Sil-
ber, “I’ve worked with many 
people in different State De-
partments and the Governor’s 
Office. I know a lot of them. 
Who did you speak to?”
  Silber mentioned two names: 

*Continued On Page 11
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Easter 
Cake Sale

PERTH AMBOY - St. John 
the Baptist Orthodox Church, 
Perth Amboy is having an Eas-
ter Cake Sale from March 7th 
-March 10th. Pick up your or-
der at 404 Division St. To place 
your order call: 732-826-7067 
between 9 a.m. to 12 noon. All 
gourmet items are homemade. 
Cakes: Walnut, Poppyseed, 
Prune (Lekvar), Raspberry. 
Price - $11.00 each. Pickup 
dates are March 15th & March 
16th. after 2 p.m. 2/17

PryceLess Foundation: Celebrating The Life Of 
Richie Pryce in A Memorial Service

Richard Pryce

Press Release
PERTH AMBOY – Violence 
took his life but his legacy 
continues to speak out against 
the violent behavior that dev-
astates communities. Richie 
Pryce was gunned down one 
year ago and one year later 
his vision of starting a non-
profit organization is alive and 
closer to becoming a reality.  
Saturday, February 27, 2016, 
6:00pm a memorial service for 
Richie Pryce will take place at 
the Jankowski Center, 1 Olive 
Street Perth Amboy, NJ 08861.  
   Richie’s family and friends 
were shocked to hear of his 
death resulting from the 
very thing he spoke against. 
“Speaking out against vio-
lence” will be one of the topics 
lifted up at the occasion where 
he will be remembered.  

   Richie Pryce’s service will 
be a community event that will 
have performance, motiva-
tional speakers, spoken word, 
food, dance and music.  Fam-
ily, friends and the community 
will come together to honor 
Richie and share stories about 
his life.  
   February is Black History 
Month and the memorial event 
will include presentations on 
gun violence, leadership and 
social justice.  The PryceLess 
Foundation which is being set 
up and will be announced dur-
ing the service has a mission 
to: Inspire and motivate every-
one to make positive decisions 
and to live a healthy and suc-
cessful life.
   There is no cost to attend 
the service. “It’s a special eve-
ning for us to reminisce on his 

life, become inspired and start 
working to get rid of commu-
nity violence.” Stated Jahmal 
Pryce, brother of Richie 
   For additional information 
call Keneshia Pryce (443) 
380-3851

Edison AARP 
Ch. 3446

FORDS - Edison AARP Chap-
ter 3446 Planned Trips: May 
17-18: Pennsylvania Package 
Tour - includes “Samson” at 
the Sight & Sound Theater, 
“Million Dollar Quartet” at the 
Dutch Apple Theater, Turkey 
Hill Taste Lab, and a hotel stay 
at Eden Resort in Lancaster, 
PA. Contact Bob at 732-885-
1789 for reservations. All trips 
are open to non-members. For 
information on the Knitting & 
Crocheting club, contact Kay 
at 732-548-1976. Canned food 
for MCFOOD, miscellaneous 
items for nursing homes & 
hospitals, used eyeglasses for 
the Lions Club, and can tabs 
for Ronald McDonald House 
will be collected at the meet-
ing. For additional informa-
tion, visit our website at www.
edisonaarp.org. 1/13

Winter
 Paper Sale 

SOUTH AMBOY - The 
Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy will be holding a Win-
ter Paper Sale beginning Mon-
day Jan 18th  through February.  
The Library will be offering 
paperback books - five for 
$1; adult hardcover books $1 
each; magazines $2 per year, 
and children’s books for only 
25 cents each. A coordinated 
special sale of DVDs are avail-
able for only $1 each, as well 
as printers for $10, and much 
more!  While you’re at the li-
brary, pick up an entry form 
for Dowdell Library’s 102nd 
Anniversary Cooking Com-
petition “ Festive Appetizers.” 
The contest will be held on 
Monday, March 14 and a soft 
drink “cocktail” party will be 
held from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The library is located off John 
T O’Leary Blvd (adjacent to 
High/Middle School) in South 
Amboy. Hours are Mon-Tues-
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., Wed 
and Fri 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 
Sat 12 noon  to 4 p.m.  For 
additional information con-
tact the Library at 732-721-
6060 or email: comments@
dowdell.org. The library web-
site  is www.dowdell.org.  1/20

Mah Jongg
PARLIN - Looking for some-
thing fun to do? The Friends 
of Sayreville Public Library 
invite you to come play Mah 
Jongg in the Young Adult 
Room. Sunday, February 21, 
2016 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. New and 
experienced members wel-
come. This is event is FREE 
and Mah Jongg sets and cards 
will be available for use by 
all players. 1050 Washington 
Road, Parlin. For more in-
formation, please call Elaine 
(732) 727-0192. 2/3

Fish & 
Chicken Fry 

SAYREVILLE - The First 
Presbyterian Church of Sayre-
ville located at 172 Main 
St. will be having a Fish and 
Chicken Fry on March 4. 
Tickets are $13 in advance 
and there are limited tickets 
available at the door for $15.  
Chicken is available by ad-
vance order only.  Take-outs 
will begin at 5 p.m. and din-
ing room seating will be from 
5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. For tickets 
please call 732-257-6353 or e-
mail us at churchoffice172@
optimum.net.  2/10

Dowdell Library 
Foundation DVD 

&Recorded 
Media Drive

SOUTH AMBOY - Your fall 
cleanout is done and you’re 
wondering what to do with 
all of those unwanted DVD’s, 
CD’s, and video games. How 
about donating them to South 
Amboy’s Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library?  Just bring those un-
wanted items to the library, 
during regular hours. No VHS 
please!
  This program has been run-
ning since 2012 collecting 
thousands of DVD’s and other 
electronic media for the library.  
Those generous donations have 
enabled the library to increase 
its resources for the benefit of 
South Amboy residents and the 
surrounding communities.  
   All donations are fully tax 
deductible and the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, Inc. is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit corpora-
tion.  Please call (732)721-6060 
for library hours. To schedule 
a pick-up for larger collec-
tions, please contact Grace at 
732-721-6592. Your support is 
greatly appreciated.

Food Pantry
SAYREVILLE - Each month 
on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month our Food Pantry “Daily 
Bread” distributes food for 
those in need. Between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Faith Fellowship Ministries, 
2707 Main St., Sayreville. For 
more info call (732)727-9500 
ext. 1704

The Green Truth
(Variation Upon A Theme 

By John Burroughs)

For Anton Massopust by Jerry Shonds

Cleansed by the trees of this forest of my city thoughts,
Dark with envy, nearly black with strife,
I will no longer chase after things I cannot keep
When I can seize what I can never lose.
What is really mine will come to me and cling.

Replenished by its towering canopies of flickering 
leaves,
Each green leaf repeating the same green truth,
I wait to complete what I have just begun,
Casting off all my false selves,
Like strange garments that never belonged, 
Like incredible news delayed but certain,
I will come into my own and revel in my watch.

Renewed by the throwing realms of jubilant birdsongs 
overhead,
By the myriad lifeforms stirring unseen under my feet,
What can swerve me from my way, 
Separate me from my core?
All that belongs to me will find me and sing.

Released from the error of hurry, the unnecessary rush,
I move now among timeless things;
There is neither early nor late.
Brightened here by sunlight,
Dappled there by shadows,
One by one, all my thoughts now completely green,
Sit down, fold their hands and beam.

Email The Amboy Guardian at 
AmboyGuardian@gmail.com
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Miss Melody Bioletti’s class of 4-year old preschool students from 
Clifton Early Learning Academy, Clifton School #17 sing for at-
tendees at an announcement event of legislation that would expand 
preschool access to more three- and four-year olds in New Jersey.

Send Your Events to: 
AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Five Points by Board 
President Lebreault

2/11/16 Board of Education Meeting

Dual Language Academy; 
Board Certified Teachers

Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent’s Report 
2/11/16 Board of Education MeetingBy: Katherine Massopust

PERTH AMBOY – During 
the President’s Report, Board 
President Sam Lebreault stat-
ed five major points he want-
ed to emphasize. The Amboy 
Guardian reached out to Leb-
reault who explained each of 
the five points.
1.) The Board of Education 
is looking into purchasing 
3 properties near the Patten 
School located at 500 Charles 
St. (Off of Hall Avenue). “The 
reason for this is not only to 
create parking for teachers and 
staff, but to create traffic pat-
terns to make it a lot easier for 
parents to drop kids off. There 
will be one-way traffic in front 
of the school and more control 
of traffic on Charles and Eliza-
beth Streets. We will be build-
ing a cul-de-sac to provide for 
ease of traffic.”
2.) The Bus Depot – the Board 
of Education is looking at the 
East Avenue Property as well 
as other areas to build a bus de-
pot. “We already own the East 
Avenue Property but if another 
property is more suited for our 
needs, the Board will be look-
ing into purchasing it.”
3.) The SDA (School Develop-
ment Authority) has requested 
that the Board of Education 
have a name given to the Sea-
men Avenue School. “The 
Board will reach out to the 
public for suggestions, but 
Board will decide on the name 
of it.”
4.) The final purchase of the 
Delaney Homes Property is 
in the works. The SDA wants 
to know what programs to be 

expected to be held at the new 
high school. “We will work to 
present to the state what is re-
quired by them.”
5.) The Board of Education 
Election has been moved to 
April 2016.  The City is chal-
lenging that. In reference to 
the City Council: “The Board 
of Education is a separate en-
tity than the Council. We are 
a self-governing body. The 
law’s written part (referring 
to the election) is ambiguous. 
The Board has the right to 
move it.  In some districts the 
Board of Education is appoint-
ed by the City Council. It (this 
ordinance) was never meant 
for fully elected bodies. The 
Board wishes to keep political 
influence out of the election. 
The City Council (on 2/10/16) 
wanted to move the election 
back to November. We (The 
BOE) want what’s best for the 
BOE’s purpose. We’re taking 
it to court. I’m only guessing, 
but the court will have to act 
expeditiously.”

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY - During the 
Superintendent’s Report, Dr. 
David Roman stated, “Stu-
dents are engaging in mean-
ingful activities, higher order 
thinking and a nurturing envi-
ronment.” 
  Dr. Roman continued to 
praise the staff on their hard 
work during the recent snow 
storm. “Snow had an impact 
on the community.” 
    Dr. Roman went on to speak 
about the Dual Language 
Academy at the building that 
used to be Our Lady of Peace 
School, now being utilized by 
the Perth Amboy BOE, “The 

importance of dual languages 
– we’re not just going to open 
up a building without engag-
ing teachers, parents and meet 
with them. What we need is 
to have a successful dual lan-
guage program.”
   In reference to the new high 
school, “How do we build it 
into our High School.? We will 
meet with the SDA and include 
everyone (input) into the new 
High School. Where we are 
and what we’re doing – our 
workforce is not viewed as a 
challenge.”
   Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Vivian Rodriguez gave her re-
port which included a report 

on violence in all the schools. 
She first praised the Nationally 
Board Certified Teachers of 
which Perth Amboy has elev-
en in our school system mak-
ing the Perth Amboy District 
in the top 5 school systems 
statewide. “Tonight we are es-
pecially proud to embark on 
revitalizing the Perth Amboy 
School District. The Members 
of the Board of Education sup-
port the Board Certified Teach-
ers. In September of 2016 we 
are planning to offer technical 
support on site.”
   Board Members Jose Rodri-
guez, Anthony Bermudez and 
Ken Puccio were not present.

Assemblywoman Mila Jasey, 
D-27, speaks at an announcement 
event Tuesday morning at Clifton 
School #17 in Clifton N.J. regard-
ing legislation she introduced to 
expand New Jersey’s high-quality, 
publicly-funded preschool pro-
gram to more NJ district. 

Pre-K Our Way Applauds Assembly Members Jasey, 
Prieto, Diegnan & Decroce for Bipartisan 

Pre-K Expansion Measure

Speaker Vincent Prieto, D-32, 
speaks about the importance of 
preschool education at an an-
nouncement of legislation he 
sponsored to expand preschool 
access in New Jersey.
*Photos Submitted

News Release 2/9/16
CLIFTON, N.J. –Today As-
semblywoman Mila Jasey 
(D-27), Assembly Speaker 
Vincent Prieto (D-32), As-
semblyman Patrick Diegnan 
(D-18), and Assemblywoman 
Betty Lou DeCroce (R-26)  
announced they have intro-
duced legislation to expand 
high-quality, publicly-funded 
preschool to additional com-
munities throughout New Jer-
sey. The announcement took 
place at Clifton School #17 in 
Clifton, N.J.
   Sam Crane of Pre-K Our 
Way released the following 
statement:
    “With this major bipartisan 
step taken today by Assem-
bly members Jasey, Prieto, 
Diegnan and DeCroce, pre-k 
expansion to over 100 com-
munities across the state is be-
coming a major state priority. 
If enacted, more New Jersey 
three- and four-year olds have 
access to high quality pre-k 
programs.
    “New Jersey already has 
one of the best, most success-
ful preschool programs in the 
country. However, today chil-
dren in fewer than 40 school 
districts have access to the 
high-quality pre-k program. 
Where a child lives should not 
determine whether or not they 
have access to high-quality 
preschool. With more pre-k 
access, our kids will enter kin-
dergarten prepared for school 
and ready for success.
   “At Pre-K Our Way, we want 
to thank Assembly members 
Jasey, Prieto, Diegnan and De-
Croce for making preschool 
access a priority in New Jer-
sey and their leadership in ad-

vocating for more New Jersey 
children benefiting from this 
program, regardless of where 
they live.”
    During the event on Tues-
day, Assembly members Jasey, 
Prieto, DeCroce announced 
they have introduced A-2572 
and will be joined by Assem-

blyman Diegnan in bill spon-
sorship, but who was unable 
able to attend Tuesday.  A 2008 
law called for the expansion to 
over 100 districts, but the law 
was never funded.  A-2572 
calls for the implementation 
of the 2008 law and provides a 
specific funding source.  

Board President
Sam Lebreault

Caesar’s Wife Must be 
Beyond Reproach

2/11/16 Board of Education Meeting
By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – During the 
public portion, Resident Stan-
ley Sierakowski came up to 
the podium to speak. He began 
with an old expression: “Cae-
sar’s wife must be beyond 
reproach.” This old proverb 
stems from ancient Rome 
when Julius Caesar (suppos-
edly) gave the reason why  
he divorced his second wife, 
Pompeia because she was sus-
pected of some wrongdoing, 
and  therefore he could not be 
associated with her anymore. 
 Sierakowski explained, 
“There are three members of 
the negotiating committee 
(with the PA-AFT) who are 
incumbents. When you have 
a relationship with a Union 
Member. 3 of 4 of the negoti-
ating committee are BOE in-
cumbents. As a business prac-
tice, that does not happen. See 
the process at it evolves. In the 
future, take into consideration 
Caesar’s second wife.”
   Board President Sam Leb-

reault answered Sierakowski, 
“All 9 Members are conflicted. 
New Jersey mandates the Doc-
trine of Necessity where all 9 
Board Members on this Board 
are conflicted. Of the 4 out of 9 
Board Members, they are the 4 
who are least conflicted of the 
9. Jose Rodriguez and Manuel 
Nunez are not up for reelec-
tion. We put a lot of thought 
into it.”

Stanley Sierakowski
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Max Henry and James Don-
nelly from the State of New 
Jersey Comptroller’s Office.
   From www.nj.gov: The Of-
fice of the New Jersey State 
Comptroller is an independent 
office created to bring greater 
efficiency and transparency to 
the operation of all levels of 
New Jersey’s government. For 
more information go to www.
nj.gov
 Silber then became agitated 
with Quinones-Perez and said, 
“I really didn’t have to give 
you those names. I’ll tell you 
what - have the DeCotiis Law 
Firm call me.”
   Before sitting down, Silber 
said to Quinones-Perez, “It’s 
because of your attitude that 
a lot of people don’t want to 
come here (to the Council 
Meetings).
   Businesswoman Virginia 
Lugo said, “I’m appalled. The 
City Codes are not being fol-
lowed. You (the Council) have 
non-caring attitudes. You are 
supposed to question when 
something is amiss. You guys 
are rubber-stamping every-
thing. That is what is wrong 
with the City.”
   Perth Amboy Republican 
Chair and Businesswoman 
Sharon Hubberman had sev-
eral subjects she wanted to 
discuss, “I witnessed City 
Employees who came to sup-
port their Directors. These em-
ployees who spoke said, “We 
haven’t had this sort of exem-
plarity leadership in years. A 
lot of individuals state their 
views and as public servants, 
you are indifferent.”
   Hubberman used as an ex-
ample Water Street: Dan 
Hedberg’s concerns about his 
property next to Bayview Park. 
“Where is the transparency 
and checks and balances? Are 
we looking at changes through 
politics or public interests? 
There’s a separation between 
the Board of Education and 
the City. If the Board of Edu-
cation sees there is something 
not in line, they question it. I 
have respect for individuals 
who respect the ordinances.”
   During the Council Com-
ments, Councilman Fernando 
Gonzalez said, “I heard an 
Auditor might be under indict-
ment. 
   Gonzalez stated that the City 
is ordering a lot of vehicles. 
He wanted to know who is 
driving these vehicles in the 
departments that is ordering 
them.
   Councilman Joel Pabon 
said, “We need clear-cut an-
swers just like what the public 
is questioning. If I feel as if 
someone is disrespecting me, I 
just won’t answer you. We’re 
only human.”
   Councilman Bill Petrick 
said, “It was encouraging to 
see the Employees supporting 
their Directors.”
   Council President Lisa Nan-

ton said, “I understand your  
(the Residents’) frustrations. 
This is our fourth Business 
Administrator. We were given 
letters of appointments and 
other correspondence at the 
last minute. We hear you. We 
understand.”
   Assistant Business Admin-
istrator Peter Pelissier com-
mented, “I want to thank every 
single employee, the Depart-
ment Heads, the Mayor, the 
Business Owners and the BID/
UEZ Members who I have 
worked with. I’ll be leaving 
here with more than just be-
ing a TV Personality Show. 
It’s been a rewarding experi-
ence. I have done nothing il-
legal. I work for the Adminis-
tration and not the legal body. 
There are three envelopes I 
will leave in a desk drawer for 
the next Business Administra-
tor. The first envelope says: “I 
will blame my predecessor; 
The second envelope will say: 
What do I do now? - It will 
simply say ‘Reorganize,”; The 
third envelope will say: Pre-
pare three envelopes and leave 
it in the left hand drawer for 
the next B.A. after you.”
   Mayor Diaz came up to speak, 
“We can only take advice from 
our advisors. Employees do 
care about how their depart-
ments are handled. I make as-
sessments of individuals that 
I put in place. They’re open 
to suggestions. I know Adam 
Cruz (the new Business Ad-
ministrator) will have a tough 
job. In a short period of time, 
I had to find a replacement for 
the last B.A. who left on short 
notice. The person (Pelissier) 
I chose is one had experience 
in making us a transit village. 
I wanted someone short term 
until we could find a long term 
B.A. We needed a change. Pe-
ter had military service and I 
worked with him day in and 
day out. He was very disre-
spected by some residents. I 
will not allow Fernando Gon-
zalez to distort what was said. 
I have always been a supporter 
of the schools. It was the pub-
lic who told us about the Board 
of Education changing their 
election dates. Let’s be clear. 
It was because of fraud that a 
special election was made.” 
The Mayor again praised Pe-
lissier for his service. “He’s a 
brave man. He defended our 
Country and he took abuse 
from some residents.”
  Council President Lisa Nan-
ton ended the evening with 
the following quote: “It isn’t 
the mountain ahead that wears 
you out; it’s the grain of sand 
in your shoe.” Quote from 
Robert W. Service.
  The next Caucus is Monday 
February 22, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. 
in City Hall Chambers. The 
next Regular  Council Meet-
ing is Wednesday, February 
24, 2016 at 7 p.m. at City Hall 
Chambers.

*Continued From Page 8

Comments NJ Flower & Garden Show, Raritan Expo 
Center, Edison  2/11 - 2/14/16

 *Photos by Paul W. Wang & Carolyn Maxwell

Opening the 
Door of Mercy 
Press Release
PERTH AMBOY - Celebrate 
the Rite of Opening of the 
Door of Mercy at Assumption 
Church, Perth Amboy. Just as 
Pope Francis opened the Holy 
Door at St. Peter’s Basilica at 
the Vatican and at St. John Lat-
eran, Rome, so too His Grace 
Metropolitan Archbishop Ste-
fan Soroka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archdiocese chose 
certain church doors in His 
Archdiocese as Holy Doors to 
mark the Holy Year. The faith-
ful can receive special graces 
by walking through the Holy 
Door, receiving Communion, 
going to confession and pray-
ing for the intentions of the 
Holy Father.
    The Assumption of Blessed 
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catho-
lic Church at 684 Alta Vista 
Pl, Perth Amboy, NJ was des-
ignated as a special pilgrimage 
site for the Extraordinary Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy declared by 
Pope Francis. This honor and 
blessing for our parish will 
take place on Sunday, Febru-
ary 28th, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 
with celebration of “Akathist 
to The Divine Passion of 
Christ”. The main celebrant 
and homilist will be Rev. Taras 
Lonchyna, Dean for the New 
Jersey parishes.  The Sacra-
ment of confession will be 
available before and during 
the service. All are welcome 
to come to pray with us and 
to seek special blessings dur-
ing the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
by walking through the main 
door of Assumption Church 
-the  Door of Mercy.

Cooking 
Competition

SOUTH AMBOY - SAVE 
THE DATE! The Dowdell 
Library 102nd Anniversary 
Cooking Competition Festive 
Appetizers! Monday March 
14th Enter the competition 
and enjoy soft drinks & appe-
tizers 6:30-8 pm. See rules for 
details. Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library - Adjacent to High 
School, South Amboy. For 
more info call 732-721-6060 
or email comments@dowdell.
org 2/17

Lung  
Cancer 

Support Group
PERTH AMBOY - Lung Can-
cer Support Group, Monday, 
February 1, 2016 at 7pm at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church 183 
Rector St., Perth Amboy. For 
more information please call 
Rev. Anne-Marie Jeffery 732-
826-1594. 1/13

Attend Public 
Meetings:

Have Your Voice 
Heard!

EDISON - The New Jersey Flower and Garden Show took place 
over Valentine’s Day Weekend from 2/11 -2/14/16 at Raritan Expo 
Center, Edison. Vendors displayed their different wares from plants, 
flowers, gardening to organic clothing and health related items. 
Every day there was a list of different exhibitions and lectures on 
anything  or everything related to your home and gardens. We look 
forward to going back in February 2017 for an even bigger and bet-
ter show!
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This Week in World War II 
75 Years Ago

By: Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Wal-
ter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed Guard, USNR, and all men and wom-
en who have answered the country’s call in time of need. Phil can 
be contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.
   On February 14, 1941, the first units of the German Afrika 
Korps, commanded by Lt. Gen. Erwin Rommel, begin landing at 
Tripoli, Libya. At Berchtesgaden, Germany, Adolf Hitler meets 
with Yugoslavia’s prime minister, Dragiša Cvetković, in an at-
tempt to persuade him to join the Tripartite Pact (among the Axis 
nations: Germany, Italy and Japan). Cvetković declines to make 
a commitment, however, hoping to get assistance from the U.K. 
and the U.S. Great Britain announces that because of the pres-
ence of over 500,000 German troops in Romania, it considers 
that nation “territory under enemy occupation” and an “enemy 
destination.”
   During the night of February 15, Royal Air Force planes, based 
in Great Britain, drop propaganda leaflets over Kraków and Ka-
towice, in German-occupied Poland. In Italy, the government 
forces the U.S. to close its consulates in Naples and Palermo.
   On February 16, the 1st South African Brigade begins an im-
portant battle to seize crossings over the lower reaches of the 
Jubba River in southern Italian Somaliland.
   Pressured by Germany, Turkey and Bulgaria sign a “friend-
ship” agreement in Sofia on February 17 stating that Turkey 
acknowledges that passage of German troops through Bulgaria 
does not constitute an act of war. The British conclude that the 
agreement more or less confirms that there is little to no chance 
of persuading Turkey to join the Allies.
   South African troops, advancing from Kenya on February 18, 
attack the town of Mega, in southern Ethiopia, which is taken 
quickly, along with over 1,000 Italian prisoners. In Asia, thou-
sands of Australian troops arrive in Singapore to help prepare 
defenses against a possible attack by the Japanese.
   The Luftwaffe begins the “Three Nights’ Blitz” of Swansea, 
Wales, on February 19. The central portion of the town is almost 
completely destroyed by 896 high-explosive bombs dropped 
over the nights of February 19, 20 and 21. 230 people are killed 
and 397 are injured. In Cairo, Egypt, on February 19, Anthony 
Eden, of the British Foreign Office (an assistant to Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill), Gen. John Dill, Chief of the (British) 
Imperial General Staff, and local commanders Gen. Archibald 
Wavell, Commander-in-Chief Middle East, and Lt. Gen. Alan 
Cunningham, Commander East Africa Force, meet to discuss 
whether they can send help to Greece, and, if so, how much. 
British political leaders strongly favor sending as much help 
to the Greeks as possible, and Gen. Wavell agrees that send-
ing assistance can be done effectively. In Amsterdam, Occupied 
Netherlands, two German policemen enter an ice cream parlor 
where they are sprayed with ammonia by a protective device that 
had been installed by the establishment’s German-Jewish own-
ers. The incident will have repercussions. In Washington, D.C., 
President Roosevelt signs legislation that converts the U.S. Coast 
Guard Reserve from a civilian organization to a military one.
   On February 20, British and German patrols make contact for 
the first time in North Africa, in the desert near Sirte, Libya.

2016 Historic Perth Amboy 
Calendars

2016 Historic Perth Amboy Calendars are available at the 
Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth Amboy 732-442-3000 
or at Fertigs Uniform Store, 195 New Brunswick Ave., Perth 
Amboy 732-442-1079 or Call Paul or Katherine at 732-293-
1090. Back by popular demand the Calendars feature old 
photographs from Perth Amboy. Sponsored by the Kearny 
Cottage Historical Association and the Friends of Perth Am-
boy Free Public Library. Calendars are $10 Each.

Lecture by 
Donald Peck

PERTH AMBOY - Donald 
Peck will lecture and sign 
his new book “The American 
Journey of Hope” on Sunday, 
March 13 at 2 p.m. at the Ke-
arney Cottage, 63 Catalpa 
Ave., Perth Amboy.

Lecture by 
Joyce 

Richardson
PERTH AMBOY - Joyce 
Richardson will be giving a 
lecture on her father, Herbert 
Richardson on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 28th at 2 p.m. at the Ke-
arny Cottage, 63 Catalpa Ave., 
Perth Amboy.

Uncle Floyd
SOUTH AMBOY – The SAFD 
Merchandise Hose Company 
presents, “An Evening with 
Uncle Floyd.” Appearing on 
Saturday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. at 
Sacred Hall Annex Hall (Me-
morial Hall) on Washington 
Rd., South Amboy. Buffet, 
Beer and Wine. $40 pp. For 
tickets call 732-642-4608 or 
email SAFD1LMartinJr@
gmail.com 1/27

Notice: Community 
Announcements or “Shorts”

The Amboy Guardian is committed to serving the community. 
However, due to the rising cost of print publication, we are forced 
to now charge a small fee for community announcements. We will 
provide one complimentary short paragraph or “short” per event. 
After your event “short” is published for one week, there will be 
a $5.00 fee per week charge for each additional “short” published 
pertaining  to that particular event. For those who pay for a display 
ad, there will be no fee for additional shorts pertaining to the event 
in the paid display ad. To our regular loyal advertisers who hold 
community events, your “short” announcements will remain com-
plimentary. Effective 1/1/16. Thank you.

Carolyn Maxwell   Katherine Massopust
Owner/Editor/Publisher  Asst. Editor/Writer/Layout

The Amboy Guardian

Friends of 
the Library 

Meeting
PERTH AMBOY - The 
Friends of Perth Amboy Free 
Public Library Meeting will 
be Wednesday, February 17 at 
7 p.m. at the Kearny Cottage, 
63 Catalpa Ave., Perth Am-
boy. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. For more info call 732-
261-2610.

Open Jam 
Night

PERTH AMBOY - Stageright 
Studios Presents Open Jam 
Night every Wednesday Night 
at 9 p.m. at Al Cibelli’s Night 
Club, 1096 Convery Blvd., 
Perth Amboy. Music lovers 
can enjoy great food at the low-
est drink prices in town as you 
watch the best entertainment in 
New Jersey. Listen as amazing 
musicians jam with one anoth-
er. As always, no cover charge 
in the downstairs lounge, all 
back line provided. 21 to enter 
and drink. Extra parking across 
the street. Hosted by John Ga-
roniak. For more info call: Sta-
geright Studios 732-602-1355. 
Bands welcome - all styles.

21st Annual 
Charity Ball 

OLD BRIDGE - Sunday, 
March 20 from 12:00 Noon to 
5:00 p.m. at the Grand Mar-
quis, Rt 9, Old Bridge. Tick-
ets $105 pp. Includes cocktail 
hour followed by dinner & 
music with open bar through-
out. Sponsored By The Sayre-
ville Association For Brain 
Injured Children, a non-profit 
organization that provides 
year round recreation pro-
grams to children and adults 
with special needs. Also seek-
ing sponsors for our ad jour-
nal. For more information or 
to reserve call Jim Gilleite or 
Laurie Ventolo @ 732-254-
8530.

AC Bus Trip
PERTH AMBOY - The San 
Salvador Seniors are sponsor-
ing a bus trip to Caesar’s Casi-
no in AC on Thursday, March 
3rd. Bus leaves 12 Noon from 
the Perth Amboy Knights of 
Columbus, High Street, Perth 
Amboy. Cost 30 pp. Receive 
$30 back in slot dollars. For 
more info call Joe at 732-826-
0819. 2/10

Gas Tank Mojo Cafe
PERTH AMBOY  - Friday Night Feb. 19 at 8 p.m. at the Ke-
arny Cottage, 63 Catalpa Ave., Perth Amboy. Coffee, cake, 
poetry, stories & opinions. In the spirit of Beat author Jack 
Kerouac, of “On the Road” fame who, as a merchant marine, 
shipping out of Perth Amboy, on his way to Tangier, referred 
to Perth Amboy as “Gas Tank Mojo Town.” For more info 
call 732-293-1090 or 732-675-8826. Bring Your Own Bon-
gos. (weather permitting)

Book Drop/Book 
Exchange/Book 

Sale
PERTH AMBOY - The Friends 
of the Perth Amboy Free Pub-
lic Library have established 
a use for the books you have 
read and would like to recy-
cle!!!  Drop off your books.  
Exchange them for books you 
have not read …. pick up a 
book or two ($.50 for paper-
backs/$1 for hard cover) …
or select a “bag of books” for 
a price of only $5.  Please no 
text books or reference books.  
   Visit us at the Brighton Ave. 
Community Center located at 
the corner of Brighton Ave. 
and Sadowski Pkwy. in Perth 
Amboy.  The schedule for the 
next three months is as fol-
lows:  Saturdays February 27 
and March 12.  We will be 
there from 12 noon until 2 p.m. 
(weather permitting).
    For more info, e-mail us at 
friendsofperthamboylibrary@
gmail.com 

Support Our 
Troops Buffet 

Dinner
SAYREVILLE - VFW Post 
4699 Auxiliary Fundraiser at 
575 JerneeMill Rd., Sayre-
ville. Classis Rock/Oldies 
Night--Music by: Clem & 
Friends on Saturday, March 19 
--Doors open at 6 p.m.--Open 
Bar, Buffet Dinner at $40 pp-
-contact Carmen 732-254-
9425 or Post at 732-254-4789. 
For more info call 723-264-
3041 or Carmen.  1/20

Passport Fair
PERTH AMBOY – The 
United States Postal Service 
Woodbridge Branch will be 
hosting a US Passport Fair on 
Tuesday, March 22 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Alexan-
der F. Jankowski Community 
Center, 1 Olive, Street, Perth 
Amboy. For more information 
please contact, 732-826-1690, 
Ext. 4307.
   United States Postal Service 
Passport Fees: Adult, Pass-
port Book & Card $140.00 + 
$25 (Execution Fee); Passport 
Book only: $110.00 + $25 
(Execution Fee); Applicants 
16 years and younger Pass-
port Book/& Card: $95.00 + 
$25 (Execution Fee); Passport 
Book only: $80 + $25 (Ex-
ecution fee); Individuals must 
bring: 2 color passport photos 
(2 x 2), taken within the last 
six months.

Seed Swap
PERTH AMBOY – The City 
of Perth Amboy Seed Swap 
Event - Grow with your com-
munity! Bring your seeds 
and leave with: Pro Garden-
ing Tips; New Friends; More 
seeds! PLUS: Technical As-
sistance to Help You Develop 
Your Own Neighborhood 
Garden from 12 noon to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, March 5th 
at PRAHD Headquarters, 100 
First St., Perth Amboy.
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LOOKING BACK

Senior Scene
Happenings

Perth Amboy
WED. Feb. 17 Holy Rosary Seniors, 12:30 p.m., Auditorium,  
      Florida Grove Rd.
 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
 • Holy Trinity Seniors, 1 p.m., 
        Church Hall, Lawrie & Johnstone St.
THURS. Feb. 18 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m., 
     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.
MON. Feb. 22 St. James Golden Girls, 10 a.m., 
       Fellowship Hall, Commerce St.
TUES. Feb. 23 Holy Spirit Seniors, 12:30 p.m.,
       Church Hall, Brace Ave.
 • Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m., 
     Presbyterian Center, Market St.
WED. Feb. 24 Holy Rosary Seniors, 12:30 p.m., Auditorium,  
      Florida Grove Rd.
 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
South Amboy
MON. Feb. 29     Sacred Heart Seniors, 12 Noon
                                Memorial Hall, Wash Ave.
WED. Mar. 2  South Amboy Seniors, 12 Noon, 
      Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.
MON. Mar. 7  St. Mary’s Seniors, 12 Noon, 
     Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave. 

Attn: If Your Club changes Your 
Schedule due to the Holidays or if you have 

Community Events to Submit
Please give us two weeks advanced notice!

732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610
AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Answers
From Puzzle
On Page 15

PERTH AMBOY - President Teddy Roosevelt stopping at Perth Amboy July 7, 1905                                                
*Photo Courtesy of the Tarlowski Family

This Photo was restored under a grant for the Kearny Cottage Archiving project by the Middlesex Cul-
tural and Heritage Commission

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those 
who art in greatest need, 
thou who shineth as a star 
of hope in the midst of dark-
ness, blessed Saint Rita, bright 
mirror of God’s grace, in pa-
tience and fortitude thou art a 
model of all the states in life. 
I unite my will with the will 
of God through the merits of 
my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his pa-
tient wearing of the crown of 
thorns, which with tender de-
votion thou didst daily con-
template. Through the merits 
of the holy Virgin Mary and 
thine own graces and virtues, 
I ask thee to obtain my earnest 
petition, provided it be for the 
greater glory of God and my 
own sanctification. Guide and 
purify my intention, O holy 
protectress and advocate, so 
that I may obtain the pardon 
of all my sins and the grace to 
persevere daily, as thou didst 
in walking with courage, gen-
erosity, and fidelity down the 
path of life. (Mention your 
request.) Saint Rita, advocate 
of the impossible, pray for 
us. Saint Rita, advocate of the 
helpless, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three 
times each. K.M. & C.M.

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 
Massopust is available at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front 
St., Perth Amboy or in Fertig’s Uniform Store, 195 New 
Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy For more info call Katherine 
at 732-261-2610 or call the Barge at 732-442-3000 -  or Fer-
tig’s at 732-442-1079 -  A Great Gift! Get it now along with 
Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

3rd Annual Af-
rican American 
History Month 

Celebration
PERTH AMBOY - PRAHD 
will be honoring Carole 
Dortch-Wright with the Arturo 
Alfonso Schomburg Award for 
all the love and care she gives 
to our community in the City 
of Perth Amboy.  Please join us 
as we celebrate the many con-
tributions of Carole Dortch-
Wright during African Ameri-
can History Month. Special 
Guest: Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Guadagno, Dean Schom-
burg, Adrian A. Council, Sr. 
- Publisher, Community Posi-
tive Magazine. Friday, Feb. 
19 from 12 Noon to 2 p.m. at 
PRAHD, 100 First St., Perth 
Amboy. RSVP Lillian Marti-
nez at lmartinez@prahd.org or 
732-638-2811. 

St. Patrick’s 
Day Dinner

SAYREVILLE - St. Patrick’s 
Day Corned Beef Dinner at 
Sayreville United Methodist 
Church, 406 Main St., Sayre-
ville, NJ on Saturday, March 
12, 2016 from 6 p.m. to 8 pm.
Cost:  Adults $12; Seniors/
Students/Children 5-12 $8; 
Children under 5 -  Free Din-
ner of Spaghetti & Meatballs. 
Dinner includes: Corned Beef 
or Spaghetti, Boiled Cabbage 
& Carrots, Boiled Potatoes, 
Rye Bread or Roll, Beverage 
and Dessert. For questions or 
additional tickets, please con-
tact Winsome at (732)432-
9072. 1/20

 “All You Can 
Eat” Lenten 

Linguini Dinners
FORDS - Our Lady of Peace 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#9199 of Fords is sponsor-
ing their annual “All You Can 
Eat” Lenten Linguini Dinners 
every Friday in Lent, except 
Good Friday. The dinners will 
be served from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. in the cafeteria below the 
Church. The menu includes 
Linguini, with a choice of 
Red (Marinara) or White clam 
sauce, salad, garlic bread, cof-
fee, soda, water, iced tea and 
desserts.  The menu will also 
include our FAMOUS PIZZA!  
The cost is $10 for adults, $9 
for Senior Citizens, $5 for 
children under 12 and chil-
dren under 5 are free.  There 
is a special family price of $20 
(EAT IN ONLY).  A family 
would consist of only 2 adults 
and any children under 12.  No 
reservations necessary and 
take-out is available. For more 
information, call Tony at 732-
233-4473. 1/20

Lenten 
Dinners

SOUTHR AMBOY - The 
South Amboy Elks #784, will 
be holding their annual Lenten 
Dinners, starting on Friday, 
February 12th thru March 25th 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. (Every 
Friday).Take-outs are avail-
able by calling 732-727-7170 
or stop by the Lodge located at 
601 \Washington Ave., South 
Amboy. The Dining room 
will also be open for sit down 
meals. All proceeds will ben-
efit the Elks charities. 2/17
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Check out Our Website for 
Breaking News!

www.amboyguardian.com

Dremel 16” Scroll Saw, 
2 Speed, Model #1671 
with Table - used 2x, 
$75 firm. 732-826-8024

Thatcher for Snapper 
Power Lawn Mower 
Good Condition $20 
732-826-8522

10 Piano Keyboards 
$50 each, piano stands 
$20 each. 732-881-0434

Kitchen Cabinet - white, 
tan class top, shelves  - 
5 drawers, 6 ft. tall - $75 
- 732-887-2235

Excellent Condition Fu-
ton Brown with Storage 
underneath $75 or B.O. 
732-895-4542

Golf Clubs $25; Weslo 
Treadmill $50; Bamboo 
Sofa $25-732-925-6542

Handyman’s complete 
workshop - Radial Saw 
$30, tons more. 732-
970-3097.

9PC Silver Plated 
1950’s Rogers Tea 
Serving Set $50 - 908-
561-9033

Women’s Clothing, 
Shoes, Jewelry, Hand-
bags, Accessories $1 - 
$20 each 908-803-9623

2 Tires 195-75-14 Ex-
cellent Cond. $20 Each;  
$30 for Both - 732-634-
3815

Two Medical Crutches 
$50; Two Ice Chests $10 
Ea. 732-676-3313

Woodsled $25 - boxing 
memorabilia, oil paint-
ings (religious), bakers 
rack set, steifbear - $75- 
732-713-0536

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner 
Uprite Mint Condition - 
$45 - 732-721-4477

School desk - excellent 
condition $75 - 732-
721-7186

Five Foot Round Fold-
ing Tables $12 Each (4) 
732-725-1772

Carhart Jacket Size Lg. 
Black - Rich $20 732-
727-1306

Hess Red Firetruck 
1986 MIB $30 Train Set 
$10 - 732-727-8417

Singer Machine Model 
223 - $50; Singer Model 
626 - $60 - 732-753-
9935

Free Sanyo TV 25” Col-
or Silver 732-754-3718
          
Senior Clearance X-
Mas Decore; Large Se-
lection $25 takes all - 
732-826-5865

Tell Our Advertisers
YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 
you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 
St. Joseph

A Petition to 
St. Jude

Cost $10. 
Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 
form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian
P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 
most perfect household, foster 
father of Jesus and guardian 
of His mother Mary, I confi-
dently place myself and all my 
concerns under your care and 
protection. I ask that, through 
your powerful intercession 
with God, you obtain for me all 
the help and graces that I need 
for my spiritual and temporal 
welfare and in particular, the 
special favor I now ask there 
mention or think of your home 
sale or any other petition, es-
pecially family needs. Good 
St. Joseph, I know with confi-
dence, that your prayers on my 
behalf will be heard by God 
and that He will grant my re-
quest, if it be for His glory and 
my greater good. Thank you St. 
Joseph, for having responded to 
my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, have mercy on us. 
St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 
pray for us. St. Jude, helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a 
day for nine days. It has nev-
er been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude
                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:

Classifieds

Radio Control Truck - 
Duratrax - $50 - Steven 
732-316-2148

Back - 2 Life Therapeu-
tic Massager for home or 
office. Great Condition  
$75 - 732-354-1249

LazyBoy Dual Recliner 
Sofa $75 Trundle Bed 
$50 - 732-382-6917

20 Mint CD’s for $8.  
Various  Music. Call Joe 
- 732-423-0646

Speakers Cerwin-Vega 
MX250 Watts - 250 
Max, Sensitivix 107db 
$75 Call Jerry - 732-
425-1394

Lady’s Schwinn Bi-
cylcle 3-Speed with 
Deluxe Foot Pump $50 
- 732-442-5806

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 
732-570-9732

HP Officejet 5610 All-
In-One Color Inkjet 
used slightly $45 - 732-
595-6334

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

For Sale

Please Notify Us 
Immediately After 
Your Item is Sold!

Caregiver
Care of Loved Ones. 
Medicine, Dr. Appoint-
ments, Clean, Cook, 
Drive 24/6 or 7 Days. 
908-494-8967 - Roza - 
Live in

   New Plans for the Service Direc-
tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-
ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-
ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-
ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 
Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-
vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 
Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-
puter Repair etc.
   Call For the Plan Which Will 
Best Suits Your Needs. Discounted 
Rates for Prepaid Plans! 

732-896-4446
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Photos by the Bay/
ALR Photography
All your Photography Needs 

Under One Roof
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots
Photo Restoration

www.photosbythebay.com
732-500-5093 or 732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

Need an 
Advertisement 

Designed? 
Call 732-293-1090
www.photosbythebay.com

Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 
Go Here for 

$11 
a week

10 Week 
Minimum
Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$19 
a week

10 Week Minimum Required
Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

The Amboy Guardian 
Classified’s Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-
hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-
boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 
for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 
FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Your Ad Can 
Go Here for 

$11 
a week

10 Week 
Minimum
Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$19 
a week

10 Week Minimum Required
Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Photography

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$19 
a week

10 Week Minimum Required
Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Ancient Order 
of Hibernians

271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ
Hall Accommodates 100 Guests
Great for: Birthdays, Retirement, 

Christenings, Communion Parties and 
Baby or Wedding Showers

VERY REASONABLE RATES
Call: 732-721-2098

Hall for Rent

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$19 
a week

10 Week Minimum Required
Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 
Go Here for 

$11 
a week

10 Week 
Minimum
Required

Your Ad Here

Make Dull 
Stuff Sharp
 Cheap!!!

Knives, Scissors, 
Garden Tools

732-442-3430

Sharpening
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Want to Sell Your 
Home Quickly?

Call 
Petra Best Realty!

Enrique Hernandez
Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY
(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

THE VALUE OF YOUR HOUSE HAS INCREASED. DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH? 
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

PERTH AMBOY - Large two family needs some TLC, 
but lots of potential close to all major transportations lo-
cated in the heart of downtown. Buyer is resp. for C/O, 
termite and all repairs is being sold strictly in “AS IS” 
condition. $199,000 

PERTH AMBOY - Great location, high visibility, office, 
warehouse or store. Space has been going under major 
renovation, roof, HVAC, windows, electrical, plumbing, 
floors, insulation, new drywall(wall/ceiling). Look at the 
new pictures attached for a better idea. $1,800/Mo Rent 

FORDS - large two family moving condition great loca-
tion 3 Bedroom each apartment great layout, corner prop-
erty and much more. $389,000

PERTH AMBOY - Large two family lots off street park-
ing, all separated utilities, very clean great location will 
not last!!!!!!! $319,000 

PERTH AMBOY - Great investment 2 family all rented 
all separated utilities, huge shed with lots of storage, is 
being sold in “ AS IS” condition. $245,000

PERTH AMBOY - Being sold strictly in ‘’AS IS’’ con-
dition buyer is responsible for Smoke Cert, Termite Cert. 
and all repairs. $150,000 

PERTH AMBOY - Great location for retail in the heart 
of Perth Amboy Down Town. All separated utility. $2,200/
Mo Rent

PERTH AMBOY - Wow, absolutely beautiful single 
family in the water front section of Perth Amboy, in fact 
you can watch the ships pull into the Raritan Bay from 
this stunning 4 bedroom, fire place, sun room, custom 
built, quality shows in its design. This is a once in a life-
time opportunity. Will not last!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! $259,000 

PERTH AMBOY - BEAUTIFUL AND SPACIOUS 
UPDATED 3 BEDROOM APARTMENT IN A QUIET 
NEIGHBORHOOD. A MUST SEE! TENANT RESP. 
FOR ALL UTILITIES. $1,400/Mo Rent 


