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South Amboy Candidates

Mayor 

Former & Present Council Members

Support Perth Amboy First Candidates

at Rally at Bayview Park

Fred Henry Line A

· Served South Amboy for 
18+ years
· Held position of Mayor 
since 2010
· Life long resident of South 
Amboy
· Worked in the field of 
education as Dean of Schools 
and Athletic Director
POSITIONS HELD
· Council President, Vice 
President
· Planning and Zoning Board

· Served South Amboy for 33 
years
· Division Head of Middlesex 
County Environmental Divi-
sion
· Chairman of NJ Public 
Health Council
· Chairman of St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade
· Active organizer and 
community leader in South 
Amboy
POSITIONS HELD
· Zoning BoardMickey Gross Line A

Christine Noble Line A

Served South Amboy for 6+ 
years
· Life long resident of South 
Amboy
· Daughter of Councilman 
Robert Noble
· Employed with NJ Turnpike 
Authority
· Former Recreation girls 
sports coach
POSITIONS HELD
· 2nd Ward Councilwoman
· Planning and Zoning Board

Peter Pisar Line B

Perth Amboy Candidates

City Council 

Marilou Villacis Line NAlana Cueto Line N Vincent Makfinsky Line N

Joel Pabon Line OWilliam Petrick Line O Milady Tejeda Line O

Working For You *Platforms Page 8

Perth Amboy First*Platforms Pages 8-9

PERTH AMBOY - Former 
Council President Lisa Nanton, 
who is now the Campaign Man-
ager for the Perth Amboy First 
Council Candidates opened up  
the rally. She gave a brief over-
view of the candidates (William 
Petrick, Joel Pabon and Milady  
Tejeda). She emphasized  the 
following in her speech: "These 
candidates love our City, and 
have decades of serving our 
community. The City Council 
is crucial to the success of our 
City. They are the voice and 
the protectors of the City. They 
have stood up to the admin-
istration and believe in trans-
parency in City Government. 
Some of their concerns are with 
the parking situation, and our 
crumbling infrastructure and 
overcrowding."
   The next person to speak was 
City Councilman Helmin Caba: 
"I am speaking on behalf of my-
self, and not as the Chair as the Perth Amboy Democratic Par-

(LtoR) Board of Education President Ken Puccio, Board of Ed 
Candidate Stephanie Márquez-Villafañe, Former Councilwoman 
Nancy Munez (First Latina Council Person in the State of NJ), For-
mer Councilwoman Geri Bolanowski, Former Councilman Robert 
Sottilaro, Council Candidate and Board of Education VP Milady 
Tejeda, Council President William Petrick, Former Councilwom-
an Lisa Nanton, Councilman Joel Pabon, Councilman  Fernando 
Irizarry, Councilman Helmin Caba, Former Councilman Ken Balut, 
Councilman Fernando Gonzalez  *Photo by Carolyn Maxwell

South Amboy Candidates

City Council

Newcomer Peter Pisar chal-
lenges Fred Henry for May-
oral Seat for South Amboy

Additional

Platforms & 

Bios on Page 7
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QUIZ
The election for city council is Nov. 6.

Why is an independent city council important to you? 

 A. An independent council is not under the control of the mayor.
 B. An independent council can say “No” when the administration proposes an increase in taxes.
 C. An independent council will ask questions that a council closely tied to the mayor will not.
 D. An independent council is the only thing preventing the mayor from having control of every   
 part of our city’s government.
 E. All of the above.

Choose your answer, and then check below to see how you did.

The correct answer is---E. Yes, they’re all correct!

If you elect a slate of candidates tied to the mayor, they will be under her control. 

Our independent city council prevents the mayor from controlling every part of our city government—and 
preserves the diverse viewpoints needed to solve the city’s problems.

Our government needs independent voices on the city council, not people who will rubber stamp the mayor’s 
decisions without question.

Keep the City Council independent.

Vote LINE O - 1-O Joel Pabon  •   2-O William A. Petrick  •  3-O Milady Tejeda

Paid for by Perth Amboy First                                                                                                          Norberto Soltren - Treasurer
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Keep those Letters Coming! We Love to Hear From You!  E-mail letters to the editor to amboyguardian@gmail.
com or write to the paper at Letters to the Editor, The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 0127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862-
0127. Letters must include your full name, address and daytime telephone number or cell phone number for 
verification. First time letter-writers must be called for verification or your letter will not be published. If you are 
a public official, please include your title. All letters are subject to editing or rejection. All submissions may be 
published or distributed by us in print, electronic or other forms. Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are 
those of the writers and do not represent or reflect the views of the Amboy Guardian.

Is it Really 2018?
A Warning?

   I want you to think about 
this: Was Christine Blasey 
Ford used by the Demo-
crats? Your guess. Why do 
we ask? It was so odd when 
Sen. Lindsey Graham(R) 
asked U.S. Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh 

at the hearing about the Mili-
tary Tribunal, and that's when 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein(D) also 
sat at the hearing and PANIC. 
Can it be possible that some of 
those Democrats were send-
ing a warning to Kavanaugh by 
sending Christine Ford before 
releasing those FISA warrants 
or something more damaging? 

Now do I like Kavanaugh? 
I'm somewhat concerned (He 
will talk behind closed doors). 
Also, why did Sen. Feinstein 
sit on the letter Christine Ford 
gave her and leaked it out to the 
Washington Post?

Orlando “Wildman” Perez

We Value Your Opinion Send Us a Response!

Teaching
Gun Safety

    A writer recently advised the 
Boy Scouts to end their historic 
connection to the NRA, which 
provided gun safety materials 
to the Boy Scouts. Is gun safe-
ty education wrong? No, and 
such safety education should be 

continued. It seems contrary to 
common sense to advocate ig-
norance about gun safety.
   Aren’t school shootings 
against the policies of both or-
ganizations? So why blame 
them? Search the Internet for 
“SSRI Drugs and Mass Shoot-
ings” to learn the common 
cause of these crimes since the 

1980's. There were fewer mass 
shootings before the 1968 Gun 
Control Act which limited ac-
cess to and familiarity with fire-
arms. There were about 15,000 
violent deaths before this law 
compared to over 35,000 today.

Ronald A. Sobieraj

What of the 
Vagrants?

   As we eagerly await the ren-
ovations to the Perth Amboy 
Train Depot, some questions 
arise. What is to become of the 
various vagrants and vagabonds 
that constantly congregate the 

corridors; the loquacious lads 
lamenting their lot in life, the 
downtrodden damsels discuss-
ing their dismal daily duties? 
Will the elevators become uri-
nation stations like the one in 
Woodbridge? Will Perth Am-
boy law enforcement have to 
respond to issues that clearly 

should fall under the jurisdic-
tion of New Jersey Transit Po-
lice? 

Sincerely,
Michael J. Rusznak

Mayor Diaz 
Must Resign 
Immediately

    I am calling on Mayor Wilda 
Diaz to resign immediately be-
cause her deceitful and scan-
dalous public attacks on Coun-
cilman William Petrick were 
beneath the dignity of the office 
of Mayor of Perth Amboy.
    Councilman Caba, who ran 
on the Mayor’s ticket just two 
years ago and is the Chair of 
Perth Amboy Democratic Com-
mittee, called the Mayor out on 
the outrageous and untrue po-
litical attacks and of course the 
Mayor failed to re-spond.
   I am calling on Mayor Wilda 
Diaz to resign immediately be-
cause her Strategic Planning 
Task Force members include 
the President of LUPE PAC Pa-
tricia Campos and her husband 
as well as another member who 
is a past President of the Latino 
Action Network. Both of these 
organizations diminished them-
selves by following the mayor’s 
lead with untrue press releases 
condemning Petrick. Other Task 
Force members from the LUPE 
PAC executive committee in-
clude a failed Perth Amboy Mu-
nicipal Attorney and two other 
members, one of which, Naomi 
Velasquez, is one of the found-
ers of the organization.
   Velasquez stated recently that 
Trump administration leaders 
“are all evangelical assholes” 
[her words not mine]. “They 
are molesters, liars, drunks, 
racists, bigots”. This was at the 

same time that Mayor Diaz, 
LUPE PAC, Latino Action Net-
work and the mycentraljersey 
editorial board were unfairly 
attacking Councilman Petrick. 
Velasquez, who is an aide to 
Governor Murphy and paid by 
NJ taxes, received a two-week 
suspension. The Mayor and the 
other organizations have issued 
no statements regarding Velas-
quez’ conduct. The Mayor has 
not called for her resignation 
from the task force and LUPE 
PAC has not called for her res-
ignation or even publicly con-
demned her statements. The 
Editorial Board was so eager to 
give a helping hand to Mayor 
Diaz’ political ambitions that 
the irony of the Velasquez story 
conveniently just slipped away. 
Maybe they should also resign.
   I am calling on Mayor Wilda 
Diaz to resign immediately be-
cause:
   She has appointed to the task 
force a convicted felon.
   The Mayor has appointed to 
the task force an opponent in 
the 2012 election who she ac-
cused of being a MISOGY-
NIST.  Was she just making that 
up in 2012?  It appears so since 
the Mayor went on to later ap-
point the opponent and accused 
Misogynist to the position of 
City Prosecutor.
   The Mayor has hired a crony, 
Bryan Wallensky, who was paid 
close to $100,000 as a political 
consultant for her 2016 cam-
paign, to a city job that had nev-
er before existed. 
   The Mayor had the Nepotism 
ordinance changed and then 

hired relatives to her staff.
   I am calling on the Mayor to 
resign immediately because:
   She hired Adam Cruz to the 
position of Business Admin-
istrator even though he had 
never before been a Business 
Ad-ministrator. At least 6 times, 
Cruz was appointed acting may-
or. However, on June 20, 2018 
Cruz resigned without any no-
tice or adequate explanation 
by the Mayor to the Council 
and the public. Although Cruz 
resigned, the Mayor reached a 
settlement agreeing to have the 
taxpayers compensate him for 
an additional 3 months. Could it 
be the settlement was reached to 
mask the reasons for the sudden 
resignation? The independent 
Council members voted to stop 
the pay-ments.
   The Mayor has divided the 
city in every way possible. She 
seems gleeful that this is hap-
pening. The entire City Council, 
who all either ran with or were 
endorsed by the Mayor, has 
publicly supported Petrick and 
the entire ticket of which he is 
a candidate.
   Wilda Diaz, it is time for you 
to resign. Maybe you can agree 
to a settlement similar to the 
former Business Administra-tor 
for ninety days’ additional pay. 
But please, Mayor, before you 
do resign can you tell us why 
the Deputy Court Admin-istra-
tor resigned right after the mys-
terious departure of Adam Cruz.

Concerned about Perth Amboy
Alan E. Silber

   How is it that the people who 
have the most technology are 
the ones that are falling behind? 
You have students in the lowest 
income countries that are do-
ing better than the students in 
America. Maybe it’s because 
they appreciate what others take 
for granted.
   Oprah Winfrey opened up a 
school in an impoverished part 
of Africa. The students were so 
excited because they were able 
to learn and have uniforms. 
Founded in 2007 by Winfrey to 
serve the needs of underprivi-
leged girls (from any ethnic 
group) living in nine provinces 
across South Africa, the board-
ing school has transformed the 
lives of hundreds of students 
in grades 8-12, providing them 
with the educational and emo-
tional tools to realize their 
dreams of pursuing careers in 
such illustrious fields as medi-
cine, public service and archi-
tecture. (variety.com)
   It would be interesting to have 
those students from Africa test-
ed in some of the same subjects 
as our students in America to 
see the outcome of the results. 
Pick any of the subjects from 
the STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering Math) Program. 
   If we continue to receive State 
aide and not get the expected 
results, maybe we should take 
away computers and let the stu-
dent use abacuses. It might be 
an interesting experiment.
  The argument is that children 
that come from certain impov-
erished nations have a limited 
education in their country of or-
igins and that may be why they 
are having difficulty when they 
come here. Why is it 40 years 
ago when students that came 
over from those same countries 
were able achieve success when 
they came here without all the 
money and technology poured 
into education now?
   In New York City, there’s a 
controversy because many stu-
dents from Asian countries are 
admitted to some of the best 
prestigious high schools in the 
City. There is a very stringent 
exam required for admittance. 
The call is that these schools 
need to be more diversified. 
Many of the students in these 

schools are from middle to 
lower economic class working 
families. The solution is to find 
out what methods those families 
use to have those students so 
successful. Some of those par-
ents who are trying to get their 
children into those classes are 
concerned because they may be 
overlooked, even though their 
children’s test scores were ex-
ceptional. 
  More studies should be con-
ducted as to why some students 
in lower income states have 
high test results. We need to 
find out what the missing link 
is. Free tutoring has been avail-
able for those who need it.
   Another factor attributed to 
children failing in school is 
because both parents have to 
work, or because of single par-
ent households. This isn’t new. 
During WWII, women had to 
work in factories while their 
husbands were off to war. Both 
parents have worked in the past. 
Also, in the past, there were 
work-study programs where 
work was part of the curricu-
lum. I remember not that long 
ago when some of the mem-
bers of the Board of Education 
would have community meet-
ings to allow parents who could 
not attend Board of Education 
Meetings to voice their opin-
ions. Maybe Board Members 
should think about that.
  There is a book called: “The 
Pact: Three Young Black Men 
Make a Promise and Fulfill a 
Dream,” written by Sampson 
Davis, George Jenkins, Ra-
meck Hunt, and Lisa Frazier. 
The book shows three young 
black men who made a pact to 
graduate from college and be-
come doctors rather than to suc-
cumb to the violence in their 
community (from Wikipedia). 
This should be recommended 
reading for all institutions of 
learning. Your opinion counts is 
valuable, and this subject is of 
most importance.
P.S. Also, any schools where 
schools are failing should con-
tact these young men to speak 
at schools at an assembly. They 
are a shining example of what 
can happen when you have a 
support system and the plan. 
C.M.  
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Attention! Our Newspaper is available at 

Shop-Rite, Perth Amboy at the Courtesy Counter! 

IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE.......................................... 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.
IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.
IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.
ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.
AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.
AMBOY EYE CARE ............................................................................94 SMITH ST.
ANDERL & OAKLEY PC ................................................................ 309 MAPLE ST.
ANITA’S CORNER .........................................................................664 BRACE AVE.
THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.
C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.
CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.
CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.
COPA DE ORO .................................................................................... 306 SMITH ST.
DUNKIN DONUTS ........................................................................ 587 FAYETTE ST.
EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.
ELIZABETH CORNER ..................................................................... 175 HALL AVE.
FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.
FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.
HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.
INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.
JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.
LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.
LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.
MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ...............................................788 CONVERY BLVD.
PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.
PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.
PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.
PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.
QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.
QUICK STOP DELI .......................................................................814 AMBOY AVE.
QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.
QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.
RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.
SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.
SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.
SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.
SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.
SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.
TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.
TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 238 SMITH ST.
WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.
ZPA ...................................................................................................... 281 GRACE ST.
IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.
SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.
SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT .............................................................. 111 MAIN ST.
IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.
SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ......................................................100 N. BROADWAY
BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY
BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 
CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY
COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.
KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY
KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.
WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY
IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.
MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.
NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.
REO DINER ....................................................................................392 AMBOY AVE.
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
WED. Oct. 24 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m. 
   City Hall, High St.
THURS. Oct. 25 Historic Preservation Commission, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
South Amboy
WED. Nov. 7 City Council, Business, 6 p.m.
   City Hall, N. Broadway

*Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on 

meeting times and placesKearny 

Cottage Open
PERTH AMBOY - Come visit 
the historic home of Commo-

dore Lawrence Kearny. The 
Cottage is located at 63 Catalpa 
Ave, Perth Amboy, and is open 
on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and the 
last Sunday of the month from 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. by appointment. 
The Kearny Cottage needs your 
help.  Anyone interested in join-

ing the Kearny Cottage Histori-
cal Society please contact 732-
293-1090. We are on the web!   
www.KearnyCottage.org

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Proprietary 

House Open
PERTH AMBOY - The Pro-

prietary House, the last official 
Royal Governor’s residence 
still standing in the original 13 
colonies, is open every Wednes-

day from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
for tea and tours.  Tea  is served 
in our atmospheric candle-lit 
wine cellar, and includes our de-

licious homemade desserts and 
assorted teas. A $10 donation, 
$5 for children under 12, covers 
both the tea and a mansion. 

   Although the house is still in 
the process of being restored, 
some rooms have been newly 
decorated. Go back in time and 
learn about William Franklin 
and other residents of the house. 
It’s a perfect way to spend a 
pleasant afternoon. The gift 
shop is also open.
   Groups are welcome, although 
reservations are required for 
groups over six people. The 
Proprietary House is located at 
149 Kearny Ave., Perth Amboy, 
NJ. Tel. 732-826-5527 E-mail: 
info@proprietaryhouse.org. 
Follow us on our website, www.
theproprietaryhouse.org and or/
Facebook. 

Historic Surveyor 
General's Office

PERTH AMBOY - The His-
toric Surveyor General's Office, 
which is adjacent to Perth Am-
boy City Hall, is now open for 
tours. At one time, this structure 
was the meeting place of the 
East Jersey Board of Propri-
etors & housed their records. 
Presently the Surveyor Gener-
al's Office is displaying artifacts 
from the John Watson (1685-
1768) archaeological site along 
with other items from Perth 
Amboy's rich history. Perth 
Amboy history DVDs are also 
available.
   Free tours are available 
Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fri-
days from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Clubs, classrooms & 
groups are welcome. Come & 
view this newly restored build-
ing! 

Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz 

Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!

Do not think that any call or report is too small
Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life
FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Please Submit Your Events 

to AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Volunteer 

Firefighters 
Needed

PERTH AMBOY - The Perth 
Amboy Fire Department: Vol-
unteer Division needs members. 
Accepting men and women 
ages 18 years or older. Volun-
teers must be a Perth Amboy 
resident. For more information 
please contact 732-442-3430.
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• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-6646

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959

Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM

Story Time with 
Ms. Mel 

Press Release
PERTH AMBOY --Parents with 
children of all ages are invited 
to the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library for an especially excit-
ing story time with Ms. Mel.  
Story time consists of age-ap-
propriate picture books, songs, 
fingerplays, poetry, and crafts. 
Join In on the following dates: 
October: Tues, 23 & Thurs, 25; 
1:00 p.m.; November: Tues, 13 
& Thurs, 15; 1:00 p.m.; Decem-
ber: Tues, 18 & Thurs, 20; 1:00 
p.m.
   The Perth Amboy Free Pub-
lic Library is located at 196 
Jefferson Street, Perth Amboy, 
NJ 08861.  For more informa-
tion, please call the library at 
732.826.2600 or visit us online 
at www.perthamboypublicli-
brary.org

Halloween 
Parade

SOUTH AMBOY – Saturday, 
Oct. 27, 2018; Rain date: Sun-
day Oct. 28, 2018. Line up be-
gins 12 noon at Progressive Fire 
House, Bordentown Avenue. 
Parade starts at 1 p.m. *Please 
check www.southamboynj.gov  
and Facebook page for date re-
scheduling. Sponsored by the 
South Amboy Recreation  De-
partment.
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South Amboy Candidates

Mayor & City Council

Fred Henry - Line A

About Mayor Fred Henry
Born (1950) and raised in South Amboy Son of Ann Henry 
and the late Fred Henry, Sr. (former Councilman-at-Large). of 
South Amboy Married (2000) to Linda MacKay Henry, a re-
tired South Amboy Elementary School teacher.  Resides at 304 
Main St.   3 children: Kristen (born 1977) graduated Hoffman 
High School and Rutgers University Erin (born 1980) gradu-
ated South Amboy High School and Rutgers University Fred III 
(born 1986) graduated South Amboy High School and William 
Paterson University.
Education:
• Graduated (1973) Trenton State College with a BA in social 
studies and English
• Graduated (1970) Middlesex County College with an AA in 
Liberal Arts
• Graduated (1968) St. Marys High School, South Amboy
• Attended Rutgers University and Kean College for additional 
courses in English and history
• Attended Rutgers University for courses related to redevelop-
ment (Ethics and Principles of Redevelopment)
Work experience:
• South Amboy High School: Dean of Students (2006 to 2015)   
Retired as of June 2015  
• H.G. Hoffman/South Amboy High School: social studies and 
English teacher (1982-2006)
• South Amboy Middle School: English and social studies 
teacher (1982)
• St. Marys, South Amboy Elementary School: social studies 
teacher (1974-1981)
• South Amboy Recreation Department (1980-1983) Assisted 
with Babe Ruth League, soccer, and basketball programs
•Raritan River Railroad: maintenance of track (1973-1974)
• Athletic Director at H.G. Hoffman/South Amboy High School 
(1986-1999) Coached varsity baseball at St. Marys and Hoff-
man, varsity girls basketball and  softball at South Amboy and 
intramural golf Currently coaching varsity boys and girls cross 
country at South Amboy High School
Miscellaneous:
• 1991 Named to Mayor’s Educational Advisory Committee
• 1992 Named to Board of Education ad hoc committee con-
cerning the overcrowding of the South Amboy school system. 
Helped to devise the revolutionary concept of a community 
school which integrated the public school with community ser-
vices.
South Amboy City Government:
• 1992 appointed as Councilman-at-Large
• 1993 elected in a special election as Councilman-at-Large
• 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006 elected as Councilman-at-Large
• 1993 to 2001 elected as Vice-president of the city council
• 2002 to 2003 elected as President of the city council
• 2004 to 2005 elected as Vice-president of the city council
• 2006 to present elected as President of the city council
• 1996 to 2006 served as council representative to the Rede-
velopment Agency and elected as Vice-chairman and then as 
Chairman of the Agency.
• 2010 elected as Mayor of the City of South Amboy; reelected 
Mayor in 2014

South Amboy Candidates

Mayor & City Council
Councilman-at-Large 

Michael "Mickey" Gross - Line A

Michael 'Mickey' Gross - Councilman-at-Large, President
• Division head Middlesex County Environmental Division (30 
years)
• Member of the New Jersey Public Health Council
• Past president Middlesex County Health Inspectors Associa-
tion
• Adjunct professor Middlesex County College Education & 
Cerfications
• Masters of Public Administration Farleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity
• Bachelors of Science Farleigh Dickinson University
• Associates degree Middlesex County College
• Attended New Jersey Environmental Health and Law School
• Licensed NJ Health Officer Membership, Boards & Commis-
sions
Past president and trustee Frog-Hollow Swim Club
• Past trustee South Amboy Little League
• Past vice president Saint Mary Sports Association
• Past chairman South Amboy Saint Patrick’s Day Parade
• Member of the MAVIS Board of Directors
• Past member of the South Amboy Zoning Board
 • Past Chairman Cardinal McCarrick's Carnival
• Past chairman Frog-Hollow 5K Run
• Peter Barnes / YMCA Community Service Man of the Year 
2016
• Married to Susan Gross
• Children Michael and Kim (son in law Robert)
• 2 grandchildren Ava and Mia

South Amboy Candidates

Mayor & City Council
Councilwoman-at-Large 

Christine Noble - Line A

Born and raised in South Amboy, daughter of Claire McKeon 
Noble and the late former Councilman and South Amboy Hous-
ing Authority Executive Director, Robert Noble. Ms. Christine 
Noble is a 1989 graduate of H.G. Hoffman High School and has 
been employed at the New Jersey Turnpike Authority for the 
past 25 years. Not only a former Coach of South Amboy Rec-
reation girls basketball and softball, but also girls 6th, 7th and 
8th grade basketball at Sacred Heart School and Girls JV and 
Varsity basketball at Cardinal McCarrick High School. Former 
member of the South Amboy Planning and Zoning Board, a for-
mer 2nd Ward Council Women, a current member of the South 
Amboy Elks Lodge and currently serves as Councilwomen-At-
Large for the city of South Amboy.

South Amboy Candidate: Mayor 
Mayoral Candidate: Peter Pisar - Line B

SOUTH AMBOY - My name 
is Peter Pisar and I am run-
ning for mayor of South 
Amboy because I believe 
that I am the best candidate 
to create change through my 
three-point plan that entails 
improvement, innovation and 
greater involvement for the 
community.
   As mayor, I will work to 
attract new businesses, in-
cluding a supermarket, to 
improve the downtown com-
mercial area, which will help 
stabilize/lower taxes and cre-
ate economic growth for the 
city. I would look to support 
existing businesses by creat-
ing a strong core economic 
business development orga-
nization that will be based on 
not only input from business 
leaders but from members of 
the public as well. 
   Now is time for appropri-

ate redevelopment. Proper re-
development will address the 
city’s traffic, congestion and 
parking problems. We need 
to stop the overdevelopment 
of expansive townhouses and 
look to develop the water-
front as well as the downtown 
area. Furthermore, we need 
to eliminate wasteful spend-
ing by taking a transparent 
look at where every dollar 
is appropriated, determining 
where we can save money. 
   We also need to be innova-
tive in our thinking and work 
together to find real solutions 
and not just point out real 
problems. Solar power is be-
coming increasingly depend-
able and affordable, which is 
why the City of South Amboy 
needs to look at instituting 
this type of energy source to 
provide clean power while 
saving taxpayers money. 

   Another innovative idea 
that we need to consider is to 
finally create a viable water 
taxi system solution that will 
not burden the taxpayer and 
will provide a streamlined, 
quick route to New York City 
for residents and commuters. 
   If elected, I would also cre-
ate an open and transparent 
form of government where 
everyone has a voice and the 
ability to contribute to the fu-
ture direction of South Am-
boy. Communities are made 
up of people and we need to 
do a better job embracing, 
recognizing, listening, and 
caring for our citizens in ev-
ery way possible. 
   We should also have more 
community programs for our 
youth, seniors, and veter-
ans which will provide them 
with positive opportunities 
to become more involved in 

their city. In addition, I would 
work as a tireless advocate to 
help stop the opioid/heroin 
drug problem in South Am-
boy, which has claimed far 
too many lives. I am a former 
Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Officer and understand full-
well the consequences of drug 
addiction. My ideas involve 
the application of strategies 
and tactics from my unique, 
aggressive, and practical anti-
drug plan.
   If you would like to learn 
more about me or my ideas 
on how I plan on transform-
ing the City of South Am-
boy, please visit my website; 
www.pisarforsamboymayor.
com.

LiteracyNJ ESL 
Tutor Training 

FORDS - Imagine if you 
couldn’t read a prescription, 
job application, bedtime story, 
or ballot. Become a volunteer 
literacy tutor and help adults 
improve their reading, writ-
ing, or English skills. Sign up 
now for our next tutor training 
class! You can make a differ-
ence! Classes are on Saturdays 
October 6, 13, 20 & 27 from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (must 
attend all 4 sessions) Location: 
Fords Branch Library; 211 Ford 
Ave. Fords, NJ 08863. To reg-
ister: contact Melissa Bernstein 
at mbernstein@literacynj.org or 
732-906-5456. Registration fee: 
$45.00.

Baby & Me 
Story Time 

Press Release
PERTH AMBOY -- It is never 
too soon to share the wonder-
ful world of literature with chil-
dren! The new Baby and Me 
Storytime Series at the Perth 
Amboy Free Public Library in-
vites very young children (ages 
birth through 24 months) and 
their enthusiastic adult care-
takers to explore language and 
literature through rhythm and 
rhyme, finger plays and very 
simple stories. Each story time 
will last about 45 minutes, with 
time for parents and children to 
enjoy one another’s company 
and the library’s resources af-
terwards. The series will run 
alternating Wednesdays at 11:00 
am from September 5th through 
December 19th. 
   The Perth Amboy Free Pub-
lic Library is located at 196 
Jefferson Street, Perth Amboy, 
NJ 08861.  For more informa-
tion, please call the library at 
732.826.2600 or visit us online 
at www.perthamboypublicli-
brary.org

Mentors Wanted
MIDDLESEX COUNTY/
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP - 
Catholic Charities is seeking 
volunteer mentors. Both male 
and female mentors are needed 
to participate in one-to-one ac-
tivities and be a role model to 
young people.
Do you:
1. Have a minimum of three 
hours per week to offer a child?
2. Like having fun?
3. Reside in or near Middlesex 
County or Franklin Township?
4. Want to make a difference in a 
child’s life?
Contact Jeanette Cullen at (732) 
738-1323 or jcullen@ccdom.
org, for more information.

Teen Craft Night
PERTH AMBOY -- Please join 
us at the Perth Amboy Free 
Public Library for a FREE craft 
activity just for teens.  Teen 
Craft Night takes place the last 
Tuesday of the Month at 6:00 
p.m. Registration is required for 
this event.  To register for this 
event, please call the library at 
732-826-2600 or visit us online 
at www.perthamboypublicli-
brary.org. 
   The Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library is located at 196 Jeffer-
son Street, Perth Amboy, NJ.
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Working For You: Marilou Villacis 3N
PERTH AMBOY - I am a life-
long resident in the City of 
Perth Amboy and am very 
proud to say I am third genera-
tion. My family and I continue 
to grow and flourish in Perth 
Amboy. I’ve committed myself 
to service working as a nurse in 
Perth Amboy for over 30 years. 
I work at CareOne LTAC Hos-
pital at Raritan Bay Medical 
Center for over fifteen years.
   I am the current Community 
Outreach President for Care-
One LTAC Hospital at Raritan 
Bay Medical Center. I have 
reached out to the community 

to help educate in health issues 
affecting the City residents. As 
a nurse I am very passionate 
about the health of our com-
munity. I have helped initiate an 
annual bake sale to raise money 
for women in need of Mammo-
grams. The money we raised 
has helped hundreds of women 
offset the cost of annual mam-
mograms; this has helped many 
women that would not be able 
to afford the cost. Through the 
years I have been very active 
in my children’s schools help-
ing organize many fundraisers 
such as Bingo, Holiday Bazaar 

and anywhere else my help was 
needed. Through my volunteer 
work I have built a vast network 
with local businesses.
   I volunteer my time with food 
banks donating 100’s of bags of 
canned box pasta food to Good 
Shepherd pantry.
   I spearhead a drive to give 
back and collected over 1000 
pieces of personal care products 
for men in recovery to help Pas-
tor Sears keep his cost down. 
I also step up as chair of the 
kitchen for the holiday Bazar at 
the Ukraine Assumption School 
for the last 10 years.

Working For You: Vincent (Vinny) Makfinsky 2N
PERTH AMBOY - My name 
is Vincent (Vinny) Makfinsky 
and I am running for Perth Am-
boy City Council. I am a life-
long resident of the city. I’m a 
homeowner living here with my 
wife Mary and 14 year old son 
Michael. I’m currently a parish-
ioner of St. James Church. I at-
tended Holy Trinity Grammar 
School, 2 years at St. Mary’s HS 
and graduated from Perth Am-
boy HS. After HS I furthered 
my education at Stockton Uni-
versity graduating with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Envi-

ronmental Science. I am retired 
from a position of Laboratory 
Supervisor at the Joint Meeting 
of Union and Essex Counties 
Wastewater Treatment Facil-
ity. I was employed there for 31 
years. Currently I am Captain of 
the charter boat Morning Dew 
sailing out of Perth Amboy Ma-
rina and a NJ State Police certi-
fied boating safety instructor.
     Over the years I have been 
involved in many organiza-
tions such as the Perth Amboy 
Boat Owners Association/Rari-
tan Bay Anglers Club where I 

served as President for 9 years, 
NJDEP Environmental Lab 
Advisory Committee, NJ Wa-
ter Environment Association, 
Water Environment Federa-
tion, Knights of Columbus and 
Perth Amboy Moose Lodge. 
I have been involved in many 
youth activities including the 
Perth Amboy Kids Fishing 
Derby, Cub Scout Leader, Lit-
tle League Baseball coach and 
Class Parent at my son’s school, 
St. James School, where I also 
wrote the athletics newsletter. 

Working For You: Alana Cueto 1N
PERTH AMBOY - Alana has 
spent her professional career 
improving the health and well-
being of vulnerable children 
and families living in distressed, 
urban neighborhoods through 
service, scholarship, and edu-
cation. Alana is a registered 
professional nurse and veteran 
health care administrator having 
dedicated over two decades to 
the healthcare delivery system. 
That time has been divided be-
tween hospital administration, 
dental and medical consulting, 
nursing and higher education. 
These experiences have helped 
shape her leadership skills and 
have allowed her to understand 
the nuances that entail moving 
an organization forward while 
seamlessly shifting roles from 
team leader to team member. 
Alana was President and CEO 
of ac2 Healthcare Consulting 
& Management Services, LLC 
a dental and medical consult-
ing company serving the tri-
state area and recognized by the 
American Dental Association® 
as a premier consulting firm.  
She was an active contribut-
ing writer to Dental Economics 
Magazine and hosted a regular 
column in Doctor of Dentistry: 
A Business and Lifestyle Maga-
zine for Dentists. Alana suc-
cessfully wrote the proposal 
for establishing the Academy 
for Advanced Dental Education 
(AADE) located in Hoboken 
NJ, and the first Dual Language 
Immersion Model (English/
Spanish) BSN nursing program 
in Texas. 
   As an executive nurse leader, 
Alana combined purpose and 
passion as Founding President 
of the National Association of 
Hispanic Nurses (NAHN) Gar-
den State Chapter where she 

led the chapter in an effort to 
cultivate healthier communi-
ties for all residents in the state 
of New Jersey. During her ten-
ure, the Garden State chapter 
received national recognition. 
They received the NJSNA/
Institute for Nursing "EPIC” 
Exceptional People Impact-
ing Our Communities Award, 
American Diabetes Association 
Mission Volunteer Award, and 
the 2016 NAHN National As-
sociation of Hispanic Nurses 
“Viajero” Award. Through her 
leadership and service, Alana 
helped shape policy and prac-
tice that has directly influenced 
the well-being and social deter-
minants of health of vulnerable 
populations living in distressed 
communities. As a nurse mem-
ber of Nightingale Initiative 
for Global Health (NIGH) she 
contributed to the survey for 
the development of the Sustain-
able Development Goals and 
was privileged to present at the 
2018 United Nations Parallel 
Event 62nd Commission on the 
Status of Women, Empowering 
Girls and Women through Inno-
vative Nursing and Midwifery 
Interventions. She has served 
on several medical missions 
including three to Puerto Rico 
post-Hurricane Maria. 
   Alana has been honored for 
her leadership, health advo-
cacy, and volunteerism. Rec-
ognitions include being nomi-
nated as a Public Health Hero 
by NJ Biz (2017) and March 
of Dimes Nurse of the Year 
(2017). She is the recipient of 
the NAHN National Henrietta 
Villaescusa Community Service 
Award (2016), NAHN Ambas-
sador Award (2016), Seton Hall 
University College of Nursing 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Young 

Alumni Award (2015), and the 
Hispanic Leadership of New 
Jersey Health Advocate Award 
(2015) which includes Spe-
cial Recognition from both the 
United States Congress and the 
Joint Legislature of New Jer-
sey. Alana is currently working 
towards completing her doctor-
ate degree. She is a Nurse Fel-
low at the New York Academy 
of Medicine and a candidate for 
Fellow at the American College 
of Healthcare Executives.
Current National & State Lead-
ership roles include: 
o President Elect, National As-
sociation of Hispanic Nurses
o Chair Education Committee, 
National Association of Hispan-
ic Nurses
o American Heart Association 
│American Stroke Association 
National Diversity Leadership 
Committee
o American Red Cross Diversi-
ty in Aquatics National Leader-
ship Committee 
o Governor Phil Murphy’s State 
of New Jersey Healthcare Advi-
sory Transition Team
Past Leadership roles include: 
o Vice President, Institute for 
Nursing/NJSNA Region 3 
(2014-2016)
o Chair, Leadership & Succes-
sion Committee Gamma Nu 
Chapter Sigma Theta Tau Inter-
national Honor Society of Nurs-
ing (2013-2016)
o Latino Advisory Council, 
American Heart Association 
(2015-2016)
o Board Member, American 
College of Health Care Ex-
ecutives New Jersey Chapter 
(ACHE-NJ) 
o Chair, ACHE-NJ Diversity 
& Inclusion Committee (2014-
2016)
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DVD/Media Drive
SOUTH AMBOY - Please place your unwanted DVDs, Blu-Ray, 
CDs, and video games in good condition, into the collection boxes 
at the Dowdell Library, or Madura Pharmacy Your contributions 
will be donated to the Dowdell Library to help enhance its cur-
rent collection. Larger collections call Grace at 732-721-6592 for 
pick-up Thank you for your support! This on-Going Collection 
Drive is Sponsored by the Dowdell Library Foundation, Inc.

If It’s Local - It’s Here!

News Release
SAYREVILLE - Gregory Scharpf, Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Amboy Bank, presents a donation to 
Mark Schlauch and Fred Whiteley, Vice Presidents of the Sayreville 
Association for Brian Injured Children; Maggie W, volunteer; and 
the children of the BIC. The mission of the organization is to pro-

mote a more general interest in brain injured children, to organize a 
variety of programs and activities, and to raise funds to furnish aid 
and assistance.

   Scharpf said, “Amboy Bank is committed to supporting local ef-
forts that enhance the quality of life of the brain injured children of 
our community. We have always considered community involve-

ment to be an essential part of our business, and we are delighted to 
support the Sayreville Association for Brain Injured Children.”

Amboy Bank Makes Contribution to the Sayreville 

Association for Brain Injured Children
*Photos Submitted by Amboy Bank

Do you or someone you know have 

Old Photographs or Documents?
 The Kearny Cottage Historical Society is
Looking for Old Photos and Documents of 

Perth Amboy, South Amboy, 
Woodbridge, Fords, etc. (Local Area)

For an Archiving Project - Your Photos & Documents 
will be scanned into digital format & returned to you.

For more info please call 732-293-1090

Museum Pass 
Program

PERTH AMBOY - The Friends 
of the Perth Amboy Free Pub-
lic Library have generously 
provided FREE passes to some 
of the area’s most popular mu-
seums! Museum passes offer a 
great way for family and friends 
to experience educational and 
cultural fun.
Picking Up and Returning Pass-
es: Passes can be picked up at 
the Circulation Desk. Patron 
must present the library card 
under whose name the pass 
was reserved. Only Adult pa-
trons whose cards are in good 
standing will be able to check 
out Museum Passes.  Passes are 
good for a total of three days 
and are NOT renewable.  Pass-
es can be returned at the Circu-
lation Desk or at the Book Drop 
after hours.
Late, Lost or Unreturned Pass-
es: There will be a $5 amount 
late fee each day the pass is past 
due. The maximum fine will not 
exceed $25.00. Passes not re-
turned within 14 days after the 
due date, will be presumed lost 
and borrowers charged the full 
replacement cost.
Replacement costs for items 
are as follows:  Lost museum 
pass: Full cost of the pass. Re-
placement costs vary according 
to the museum and listed on the 
catalog record for each muse-
um. Pass Case: $1
Museum Passes available:
• American Museum of Natu-
ral History, New York, NY | 
free admission and 1 free ex-
hibit or show
• Grounds for Sculpture, 
Hamilton NJ | pass admits 4 
people
• Intrepid Sea, Air & Space 
Museum, New York, NY | pass 
admits 6 people
   Sponsored by the Friends of 
Perth Amboy Free Public Li-
brary. www.folperthamboy.com 
For more information, please 
call the Perth Amboy Free Pub-
lic Library: 732-826-2600.

ESL Literacy 
Registration 

Fall 2018
Press Release 8/16/18
WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP - 
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) conversation groups and 
beginning instruction will be of-
fered at all Woodbridge Town-
ship Libraries from September 
2018 through May 2019. In-
struction and ESL Conversation 
Group leaders will be provided 
in partnership with LiteracyNJ, 
(https://literacynj.org/), a state-
wide literacy services provider.
    In-person registration is re-
quired for a fifteen week series 
of Conversation Group classes 
that will be held at the Iselin 
Branch Library, the Henry In-
man Branch Library and the 
Main Library.  Also available 
to English language learners 
will be Beginning ESL group 
instruction at the Fords Branch 
Library.
    For more information about 
ESL classes at Woodbridge 
Public Libraries, LiteracyNJ 
or classes offered in the area, 
please contact Melissa Bernstein 
of LiteracyNJ, 732-906-5456, 
mbernstein@literacynj.org.

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Maria Rodriguez Line K

PERTH AMBOY - Maria Rodriguez has been a resident of Perth 
Amboy for over 45 years, and is a retired former businesswoman, 
and former committeewoman for many years.  As a mother and 
grandmother, she believes that a quality education is the only way 
our children will achieve success in life.  She is running for the 
Perth Amboy Board of Education because our children are our fu-
ture, and it is time we help our Children succeed in our schools 
through innovative and fresh ideas.
   Maria's platform is called STARS. In which she would like to see 
the following:
                 A Safe School Environment
     Amazing Teachers who are appreciated.
               An A+ Education
                 A Rewarding Experience of
                    Success. 
    Maria believes that a STARS pilot program will help bolster stu-
dent achievement, engagement, and enthusiasm.  It is important for 
our children to Reach For The Stars by focusing on empowering 
children to reach their full potential with both parental and creative 
involvement.  On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, please vote for 
Column 1-K.  For more info, please visit the facebook page:  
Rodriguez for Perth Amboy Board of Education.
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Damaris Ramirez 1M

Danielle Brown 3M

PERTH AMBOY - Ken Puccio 
is a Perth Amboy example of the 
American spirit of courage and 
dedication to duty. While serv-
ing as a police officer, he put his 
life at risk, and as a teacher, he 
helped nurture success in our 
community's children because he 
attributes his own success in life 
to educators that guided him.
   Born in Perth Amboy and 
raised by his mother, a single 
parent, Ken Puccio attended our 
city's public-school system. Af-
ter graduating from Perth Am-
boy High School in 1974, Ken 
Puccio enlisted in the U.S. Army, 
where he served four years in ac-
tive duty and spent another eight 
years in the Army Reserves.
   While stationed with his army 
unit in Texas, Ken Puccio par-
ticipated in the Big Brother Pro-
gram. He remained involved in 
community service when he re-
turned home, as a volunteer fire-
fighter for 10 years and by serv-
ing as coach and president of the 
Perth Amboy Babe Ruth League.
   Ken Puccio became a police 
officer in September 1983. After 
seven years in the Perth Amboy 
Police Department patrol divi-
sion, he became one of 35 police 
officers selected by the Middle-
sex County Prosecutor to bring 
Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion (D.A.R.E.) to classrooms 
from Kindergarten through 12th 
grade. D.A.R.E. is a drug pre-
vention program that teaches 
students good decision-making 
skills to help them avoid high-
risk behavior and to ensure they 
grow up healthy, safe and secure.
   In 17 years as a D.A.R.E. Offi-
cer, Ken Puccio has taught more 
than 4,000 Perth Amboy 5th 
graders. There are 46 police offi-
cers (in Perth Amboy and Wood-
bridge) that are a direct result 
of Kenneth Puccio’s influence 
on Perth Amboy youth. Puccio 
also taught the G.R.E.A.T. Pro-
gram, a law enforcement officer-
instructed classroom curriculum 
with the primary objective of 
immunizing children against de-
linquency, youth violence, and 
gang membership.
   Ken Puccio is a recognized 
expert on street gangs, graffiti, 
and the juvenile justice system. 
He has lectured on the subject 
of gangs at Rutgers, Monmouth, 
and Rider Universities.
   He also taught classes at the 
Jersey City and NYPD police 
academies, trained with the Los 
Angeles Police Department 
Gang Unit and worked with the 
FBI, New Jersey State Police, 
and NYPD gang units.
   In his capacity has a gang in-
vestigator, Puccio was targeted 
for assassination by the Latin 
Kings, Bloods, and Trinatarios, a 
prison gang that emerged during 
the early 1990’s. In 2007, Puccio 
was assaulted by members of the 
Trinatarios.
   Throughout his career as a 
police officer, Puccio has been 
accredited by other police de-
partments and law enforcement 
agencies such as the N YPD, 
FBI, New Jersey State Police, 
and New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral's Office. He was called to 
work with the FBI's Innocent 
Images Program, an undercover 
operation to catch pedophiles 
attempting to lure young sexual 
victims through the internet.
   He has been recognized as 

'Police Officer of the Year' three 
times: 1987 by the VFW, 1995 
by the FOP and PBA, and by the 
Perth Amboy Merchants Asso-
ciation in 2003.
   Puccio has earned two valor 
awards; once for disarming an 
individual wielding a handgun 
and for rescuing a victim trapped 
in a burning building; and a life-
saving award for performing 
CPR on a 14-month-old baby.
   He has been widely recognized 
for his community service, earn-
ing the Perth Amboy Chamber 
of Commerce Outstanding Com-
munity Service Award in 1995 
and being recognized by the 
Perth Amboy Police Department 
with more than 30 plus letters 
of commendation. He has been 
presented with several citations 
from the Senate and General As-
sembly.
   Puccio served on the Middle-
sex County Youth Services Com-
mission, as a board member for 
the Middlesex County Minori-
ties Issues Committee, and on 
the Attorney General's working 
group on stationhouse adjust-
ments. He administered the grant 
that funds Perth Amboy's police 
stationhouse adjustment pro-
gram. Since 2004, he has been 
a member of and participated 
in the Police Unity Tour, riding 
his bicycle from Ground Zero 
to Washington, DC, and raising 
over $220,000.00 for the Law 
Enforcement Memorial.
   In addition to having served as 
a team member of the Juvenile 
Intensive Supervision Program 
and as president of the Middle-
sex County Juvenile Officers 
Association, Puccio was the 
commander of the Perth Amboy 
Police Youth Academy (PAYUP) 
and Perth Amboy Police Depart-
ment historian.
   In his 24 years as a juvenile 
detective, Ken Puccio served on 
the School Leadership Commit-
tees of Shull, Ceres, and Perth 
Amboy High. Since 2003, Ken 
Puccio has sponsored a scholar-
ship in memory of his grandfa-
ther, Giovanni Puccio, to benefit 
graduates of Perth Amboy High 
School and the Middlesex Coun-
ty Vocational School.
   Puccio was elected to the Perth 
Amboy Board of Education in 
2009. He served as Vice-Pres-
ident of the Board from 2010-
2013, and was elected president 
in 2017.
    In addition to being a commu-
nity-spirited volunteer, advocate 
for Perth Amboy youth, heroic 
law enforcement officer, and 
gifted teacher, Puccio is a dedi-
cated parent who has been gifted 
with six children and five grand-
children.

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Education First: Ken Puccio 1L

Ken Puccio 1L

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Working For You: The Rev. Dr. Danielle L. Brown 3M

PERTH AMBOY - Saved and 
filled with the Holy Ghost at 
an early age, The Reverend Dr. 
Danielle L. Brown finds great joy 
and satisfaction in learning, liv-
ing, and preaching the Gospel. 
Rev. Dr. Brown was Licensed 
to preach on July 17, 2003 by 
Cathedral International and or-
dained by the American Baptist 
Churches USA and the Covenant 
Ecumenical Fellowship and Ca-
thedral Assemblies on June 3, 
2012.  Over the years she has be-
come an increasingly sought af-
ter preacher and workshop leader 
with the ability to communicate 
the Gospel across multiple gen-
erations.
   Educated in the Perth Amboy 
Public Schools, Rev. Brown went 
on to attend Virginia State Uni-
versity where she was a Provost 
Scholar and three-sport athlete. 
After teaching in the Richmond 
Public Schools, Rev. Brown re-
sponded to God's call to return 
to the church of her rearing un-
der the dynamic leadership and 
tutelage of Bishop Donald Hill-
iard, Jr. (Senior Pastor) and The 
Reverend Dr. Bernadette Glover 
(former Executive Pastor).  Cur-
rently, she has the honor of serv-
ing as the Pastor of Church Life 

there at Cathedral International 
(The Historic Second Baptist 
Church) in Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey.  Dr. Brown also serves as 
the Moderator of the Raritan As-
sociation of the American Baptist 
Churches of New Jersey. 
   For the last fifteen years, Rev. 
Dr. Brown has served in various 
leadership capacities working to 
develop and implement ministry 
programs and strategies.  During 
this time she has also developed a 
passion for mentoring and assist-
ing in the development of church 
leaders.  As such, she has served 
as a supervisor in the Princeton 
Theological Seminary, New 
Brunswick Theological Semi-
nary, and Pillar College Field Ed-
ucation Programs. She has also 
taught on the adjunct faculty of 
New York Theological Seminary, 
served on the ordination commit-
tee of her denominational asso-
ciation, and is currently serving 
a term on the Board of Trustees 
of New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary. In addition to her ec-
clesiastical work, Dr. Brown has 
recently been appointed to serve 
on the Mayor’s Strategic Plan-
ning team in the City of Perth 
Amboy. 
   Both a servant and a scholar, 
Rev. Dr. Brown holds Master 

of Education and Bachelor of 
Science Degrees from Virginia 
State University in Petersburg, 
Virginia and Master of Divin-
ity and Master of Arts Degrees 
from New Brunswick Theologi-
cal Seminary in New Brunswick, 
New Jersey.  She also holds an 
earned Doctor of Ministry De-
gree from Palmer Theological 
Seminary in Valley Forge, Penn-
sylvania where she studied Lead-
ership and Church Renewal.
   Rev. Dr. Brown loves God, 
God’s Church, and God’s people 
and counts it an honor and a priv-
ilege to serve.

Isamar Payano 2M

PERTH AMBOY:
• Perth Amboy High School Graduate 2008
• Municipal Alliance Coordinator for the City of Perth Amboy
• Bachelors Degree in Communications (Rutgers alumnae and 
Douglass woman)
• Perth Amboy resident and homeowner
• Oversees the Brighton Avenue Teen Center, creates new pro-
grams and collaborates with community partners to engage Perth 
Amboy youth.
• Former Mentor for BYoutiful Mentoring Program
• AmeriCorps Alumn
• Latina Leadership Potential Award from the Associate Alumnae 
of Douglass College (AADC)- 2013
• Former President of the Association of Women in Communica-
tions for Rutgers chapter - 2013. 

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Working For You: Isamar Payano 2M

Teen Center Details 
• The Brighton Ave Teen Center is to provide Perth Amboy youth ages 13-18, a safe place to interact 
with their peers and engage in recreational, social, educational programs and activities. It is located on 
56 Brighton Avenue, next to the tennis courts in the waterfront area.  It is the home base of the Perth 
Amboy Youth Alliance, a group of high school students, which focus on community service, academic 
success, leadership development and how to live a healthy lifestyle .
• The center provides workshops such as job readiness, resume writing, networking, interviewing 
skills, financial literacy, FAFSA help, gardening 101 (using a vertical aeroponic growing system and 
our outdoor community garden), and more.  Recreational programs such as tennis, Zumba, beach vol-
leyball, running, group walks, and more. Special trips are offered at low or no cost.
• The center also provides youth an opportunity to create or join clubs such as the book club, step 
team, gardening club and more.

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Working For You: Damaris Ramirez 1M

PERTH AMBOY
• Over 10 years of experience as 
professional manager.
• Ability to direct complex proj-
ects from concept to fully opera-
tional status.
• Goal-oriented individual with 
strong leadership capabilities.
• Proven ability to work in uni-
son with staff, volunteers, and 
board of directors.
• Proficient in the Spanish lan-
guage
Certificates of completion: Mid-
dlesex County College, High 
school Diploma: Elizabeth High 
School
Program Director
• Successfully established new 
Food Distribution program for 
the community 
• Supervise a staff of paid and 

volunteer  workers
• Maintained billing activities 
utilizing established policies and 
procedures
• Ability to prioritize, organize, 
trouble-shoot and rectified situa-
tions on a daily basis
• Interact with a high volume of 
networking partners
• Supervise the Mercy House dis-
tribution of clothes, food pack-
ages
• Supervise the distribution of 
food packages from our food 
pantry
• Implemented a financial liter-
acy program for members of the 
community
• Implemented a ESL course for 
stay at home mothers and unem-
ployed persons 
• Implemented a job readiness 

program for single parents here 
in the community
• Implemented a tutoring pro-
gram for at risk youth in the el-
ementary and middle school in 
the community.
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Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Education First: Anton Massopust 2L

Anton Massopust 2L

PERTH AMBOY - Anton Mas-
sopust is a lifelong resident of 
Perth Amboy. His father died 
when Anton was age 3 and he 
was raised by his mother, Anne. 
Anton graduated from Perth Am-
boy High School in 1958 with an 
interest in science, nature, and 
the fire department.
   He went to college and gradu-
ated from Villanova University 
in 1962 with a B.S. in biology, 
a minor in chemistry, and a con-
centration in religion. He faced 
hardship when his mother, Anne 
Massopust, long time art teacher 
in Perth Amboy High School 
lost her battle with breast cancer.  
Alone at age 22 Anton Massopust 
continued his volunteer work as 
a Scoutmaster of Troop 10 from 
Perth Amboy, organizing camp 
activities. He had earned the hon-
or of Eagle Scout previously and 
volunteered many hours with the 
Boy Scouts.
   Anton Massopust decided to 
become a teacher. "Teaching is 
not an easy job." When asked 
why he continues to teach Tony 
replies, "When a carpenter builds 
a house and drives by it, he'll 
say I built that house.  A teacher 
helps build people. My students 
have become firefighters, EMT's, 
biologists, teachers, politicians 
and many other vocations. I was 
a part of that, building their fu-
ture. Teaching can be tough. You 
can't rest, and you always have 
to be on your toes. Every day is 
opening day on Broadway, and 
you are the star."
   Anton Massopust has taught 
biology since the day he signed 
the contract with Perth Amboy 
High School. His love for nature 
especially small animals stems 
from his boy scout days where 
his scout leader, Mr. Nestle took 
him all over New Jersey to such 
places as the Great Swamp and 
the Pine Barrens. 
   He was a volunteer firefighter 
in the PAFD since age 21 and 
still continues to be active in the 
fire department. Combining two 
of his most favorite activities, 
teaching and firefighting, Tony 
Massopust teaches firefighting 
in Perth Amboy along with EMT 
and numerous other courses.  
   At age 24 he married Marcella 
Zaleski, native of Perth Amboy 
and graduate of NYU and Par-
son’s School of Design and an 
Art Teacher of forty-four years 
in the Perth Amboy School Sys-
tem. Later he became the father 
of two children, daughter, Kath-
erine, and son Anton. Through-
out his lifetime, he served as an 
officer on three historical com-
mittees including President of the 
Kearny Cottage Association for 
many years, Vice President of the 
Waterfront Association (an orga-
nization for the preservation of 
Perth Amboy’s Waterfront) and a 
trustee in the Proprietary House. 
In the late 1960’s to early 1970’s 
Tony Massopust served as super-
visor of Archeological studies 
in Perth Amboy. This included 
excavations at the Proprietary 
House and the Waterfront Area.  
   In 1974 Mr. Massopust was 
Chairman of the City of Perth 
Amboy Beautification Program.
   In 1976 Anton Massopust was 
Chairman of the Perth Amboy 
Bicentennial Commission.  Mr. 
Massopust organized a number 
of events and coordinated the 
celebration throughout the year.  
Anton Massopust received a cita-
tion from President Gerald Ford 

for his work in the Bicenten-
nial. Anton Massopust was also 
a trustee and the Historic Fair 
Chairman for the Celebrate Perth 
Amboy Festival. In the early 
1980’s, Mr. Massopust served as 
YCC advisor for Cheesequake 
Park, in which he built board-
walks and marked the trails at 
Cheesequake.
   Anton Massopust was Sci-
ence Department Head at Perth 
Amboy High School for over 20 
years. He taught his favorite sub-
ject, biology and was beloved by 
many students who often speak 
fondly of Biology BSCS at Perth 
Amboy High School. During 
this time, Mr. Massopust served 
through 3 Middle States Evalu-
ations, 3 State Monitoring Visi-
tations and served on a visiting 
team for Middle States Evalu-
ations. Mr. Massopust actually 
designed the science curriculum 
at PAHS and presented a variety 
of in-service programs and as-
semblies. In the curriculum in 
addition to basic Biology, Chem-
istry, and Physics were such sub-
jects as Astronomy, Criminology, 
Ecology, Marine Science, and 
Anatomy & Physiology.  Anton 
Massopust attended the State 
Education Academy, always im-
proving his skills as both a teach-
er and department chairman. 
   He received his Master’s in 
Supervision in 1976 from Mon-
mouth College. He served on 10 
committees during his 20-year 
run as PAHS Science Depart-
ment. He received 3 mini-grants 
and 1 ESEA title for Marine Sci-
ence at PAHS where one student, 
Karen Zupko was a Westing-
house Science Award Recipient.  
He received the esteemed Gov-
ernor’s Teacher Award for ex-
cellence in teaching in 1987. At 
Perth Amboy High School, An-
ton Massopust was active in stu-
dent life, the advisor of 8 clubs 
including: The Biology Club, 
Military Modeling Club, Tropi-
cal Fish Club, Ecology Club, N.J. 
History Club, Softball Club, An-
gling Club, and Environmental 
Club. The biology club featured 
trips to the Pine Barrens canoe-
ing down the Wading River and 
a trip to the Pine Barrens experi-
encing nature. 
   Anton Massopust was also ac-
tive in the athletic department.  
He served as athletic Trainer 
for 19 years in PAHS as a State 
Licensed Trainer. He was Girls 
Softball Coach in both Hopelawn 
Little League and Perth Amboy 
High School (a combination of 
11 years). That is a total of 24 
years of active service in the ath-
letic department. 
   He was a judge in the Decath-
lon of Knowledge for 3 years.  
He also participated in the “Fac-
ulty Follies”, a teacher’s show 
presented annually at PAHS dur-
ing the 1980’s. Anton Massopust 
initiated the Night School Gar-
dening Program and ran a Nature 
Program for the Special Educa-
tion Camp Outs. He designed an 
outdoor program for the G&T 
Students.
   He served as CYO advisor for 
Saint Mary’s Church for 14 years 
and served as president of the 
PTA for 8 years at Ukrainian As-
sumption School. He is presently 
a member of the Holy Name So-
ciety, and a member of the Ukrai-
nian Assumption Church Cultur-
al Festival Committee. 
   His service is undisputed in 
the community. Anton Masso-

pust served as grand marshal of 
the 1994 Crop Walk. He has also 
served on the advisory commit-
tee of the Crompton-Chevron-
Kindermorgan Community Ad-
visory Panel and was president.  
He has served the city of Perth 
Amboy as Democratic Commit-
teeman for Ward 3 District 2.
   Mr. Massopust has been a vol-
unteer firefighter since he was 21 
years old and has now served for 
58 years. During 1984-1987 An-
ton J. Massopust served as Fire 
Chief in the City of Perth Amboy. 
He has attended State, County 
and National Fire Academies and 
has taken over 36 different cours-
es in Fire Science. These include: 
Arson Detection, Hazmat Aware-
ness, the State Police Bomb 
School and Emergency Response 
to Terrorism Incidents plus a 
lengthy list of other fire courses. 
A Level II fire instructor, Mr. 
Massopust volunteers his time to 
pass down his knowledge of fire 
science as Lieutenant and train-
ing officer at the Perth Amboy 
Fire Department. He has been an 
officer for many years and has 
remained active for the entire 
49 years he has been a member 
of the PAFD. Mr. Massopust has 
also served on the Perth Amboy 
First Aid Squad, and still volun-
teers as an EMT, CPR, and Bomb 
awareness instructor. He even 
had a stint teaching fire science at 
the Middlesex County Fire Acad-
emy.
   Even after Anton Massopust re-
tired from teaching at PAHS, he 
continued to teach at Middlesex 
County College both biology and 
the Natural History of New Jer-
sey, a popular class in which stu-
dents take trips learning all about 
New Jersey’s treasures.  He is 
now since retired from Middle-
sex County College. He taught as 
an Associate Professor of Biolo-
gy in Caldwell College, Caldwell 
New Jersey from 2011 to 2016. 
He has also taught at Ukrainian 
Assumption School, Mount Saint 
Mary’s Academy, and St. Peter’s 
High School.  Anton Massopust 
was inducted to Perth Amboy 
High School's Hall of Fame in 
2006 for Community Service and 
Secondary Education.
   He received a citation from 
Mayor Wilda Diaz for saving a 
life at a Ukrainian Assumption 
Church Dance in 2010. He was 
honored by the Knights of Co-
lumbus earning the Shield Award 
in 2014.
   Anton Massopust is presently 
the City Historian in Perth Am-
boy. He served as a member of 
the Perth Amboy Board of Edu-
cation for the year of 2013. He 
returned to serve on the Perth 
Amboy Board of Education 
from 2016 to 2018. Currently, he 
serves as Chair of the Curriculum 
Committee.

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates

Education First: 
Stephanie Márquez-Villafañe  3L

Stephanie 

Márquez-Villafañe  3L

PERTH AMBOY - Stephanie 
Márquez-Villafañe is attending 
Rutgers University with a dou-
ble major in Latino & Caribbean 
Studies and Labor Studies with 
an intention of entering the civil 
rights/social justice field. Ms. 
Márquez-Villafañe is the found-
er and President of the United 
Messengers of Peace, an advo-
cacy nonprofit organization for 
educational rights. 
   As Founder and President of 
United Messengers of Peace, 
Ms. Márquez-Villafañe's re-
sponsibilities included making 
volunteer schedules, attending 
meetings with community mem-
bers, attending different com-
munity meetings, advocating, 
creating plans for events, writing 
letters, writing emails, and plan-
ning tutoring sessions. She also 
is responsible for maintaining 
the organization's website and 
helping to organize the annual 
Lung Cancer Awareness Flag 
Raising in Perth Amboy, High-
land Park and Middlesex County 
and corresponding events.
   She is the Latino Student 
Council Multicultural Chair at 
Rutgers University, a position 
she was elected to in 9/17 and 
currently holds. She also cur-
rently serves as the Educational 
Opportunity Program Student 
Association (EOPSA) Vice Pres-
ident at Rutgers University since 
5/18. She was Head Volunteer 
Tutor at Cathedral Community 
Development Corporation sum-
mer camps from 7/15 - 8/17. She 
volunteered with the CDC Sum-
mer Camp as the Head Tutor 
where she helped students retain 
and fortify knowledge learned 
during the school year. Stepha-
nie serves as the President of 
the Rutgers Unión Estudiantil 
Puertorriqueña, the oldest and 
currently only Puerto Rican stu-
dent organization in New Jersey. 
Serving as the Parliamentarian 

for UndocuRutgers, Stephanie 
has helped the undocumented 
population at Rutgers (all three 
campuses), the surrounding area 
and Perth Amboy. Over the sum-
mer Stephanie began her role as 
a legislative intern for the Dis-
trict 19 legislators: Senator Jo-
seph Vitale, Assembly Speaker 
Craig Coughlin and Assembly-
woman Yvonne Lopez. She re-
mains interning for the office.
   Stephanie Márquez-Villafañe 
offers a unique perspective and 
a different angle to the problems 
and challenges facing our youth. 
She is highly respected from 
those who know her, and she 
doesn't take "no" for an answer. 
Working with various church 
officials, local politicians, com-
munity leaders and others, 
Stephanie created programs 
and established relationships to 
serve the community in various 
roles. She has volunteered in 
feeding the community, assisted 
in summer camps, and has even 
lead her organizations free Tu-
toring Program.
   If elected, Ms. Márquez-Villa-
fañe will work with the Board of 
Education, the School Adminis-
trative Staff, School Personnel 
and respective City Officials to 
do what's best for Perth Amboy’s 
students, guardians and staff. 

Perth Amboy BOE Candidates
Beth Lieberman Line J

• Resident of Perth Amboy 
since 2003
• Graduate of Lehman College 
with a B.A. Degree in History
• NYU Master Courses in Ele-
mentary Education – 30 credits
• Masters of Educational Tech-
nology 
• Teacher Certification Pre-
School
• Teacher Certification Kinder-
garten through 8th Grade
• 28 years of experience teach-
ing elementary school in Perth 
Amboy
• AFT member
• Mother and Grandmother

Beth Lieberman Line J

Helping Veterans Find 
a Place to Call Home

PERTH AMBOY – Are you or know a veteran with DD 214? Are 
you or they interested in being a first-time home owner? The Perth 
Amboy Housing Authority is looking for a Veteran to help realize 
the dream of home ownership. The first step is to attend the First 
Time Homebuyer Class to obtain information on how you can be 
eligible for our upcoming lottery. You fought for our country, now 
let us fight for you! Register Today! Housing Authority of the City 
of Perth Amboy, 881 Amboy Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861. Call 
to reserve your seat today: 732-826-3110 ext. 647 or email home-
ownership@perthamboyha.org We are a HUD Certified Housing 
Counseling Agency. Free for all Veterans with a DD 214.
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October 17, 2018 Press Conference at Bayview Park

Opening statement by 
Former City Council 

President Lisa Nanton
PERTH AMBOY - Good after-
noon and thank you for coming. 
   I am Lisa Nanton, campaign 
manager for PERTH AMBOY 
FIRST for City Council, and 
a former Perth Amboy City 
Council President. 
   Let me introduce the council 
and former council members 
here with us this afternoon.
   Current council members Hel-
min Caba, Fernando Gonzalez, 
Council President Wm. Pet-
rick, Fernando Irizarry and Joel 
Pabon. Joining us are former 
council members Ken Balut, 
Geri Bolanowski, Nancy Mu-
niz, Robert Sottilaro and Dave 
Szilagyi and 
   Board of Education Vice Pres-
ident Milady Tejeda, President 
Ken Puccio, Anton Massopust 
and Stephanie Marquez-Villa-
fane.
   We have all lived in Perth 
Amboy for years. Most of us 
were born here, have  raised 
our families here, and while 
working for a living, have do-
nated our “free” time to serv-
ing Perth Amboy: through our 
churches, PTO’s ,band parents, 
firefighters, coaches, committee 
people, community organiza-
tions, Zoning Board, Planning 
Board, Board of Education and 
City Council. Our service began 
years ago. We have been on op-
posite sides of issues. But we 
always respected each other and 
are capable of disagreeing with-
out being disagreeable.
   The common denominator that 
unites us today is the LOVE of 
our city. The decades of hours 
spent serving our residents is 
the evidence.
    And that passion is why we 
have all come together to en-
dorse Joel Pabon, Bill Petrick, 
and Milady Tejeda for city 
council—the PERTH AMBOY 
FIRST team. 
   We are standing together in 
support of PERTH AMBOY 
FIRST because we know how 
crucial the city council is to 
the success of this city and the 
well-being of its residents—and 
how important it is that the right 
people occupy those three open 
council seats. 
   We know better than anyone 

that the city council is the voice 
of the people—the protector of 
the people. We know that the 
current city council—which in-
cludes 
   Joel Pabon and Bill Petrick—
has stood up for the people of 
Perth Amboy against an admin-
istration of self interests.
   In the past year alone Joel Pa-
bon and Bill Petrick, as a part of 
this independent city council, 
stopped the mayor from rais-
ing municipal property taxes. 
They listened to residents of 
this neighborhood and stopped 
rezoning. They have fought to 
strengthen anti-nepotism laws. 
They have tried to eliminate 
some of the mayor’s reckless 
expenditures. They have pushed 
relentlessly for transparency 
in city government, so that the 
people know how their tax 
money is spent. 
   Looking out for residents—
having solutions for traffic con-
gestion and the parking debacle, 
holding the line on taxes, deal-
ing with crumbling infrastruc-
ture, pushing for adequate parks 
and sports programs for kids, 
ensuring safe drinking water, 
supporting smart development 
that doesn’t increase conges-
tion—that is what this indepen-
dent council has done and will 
continue to do.
   Councilman Helmin Caba re-
iterated some of the statement 
he made in page 7 of the 10/3/18 
Issue of the Amboy Guardian.

Joel Pabon
   Good afternoon, everyone. 
My name is Joel Pabon. I am a 
two-term member of the Perth 
Amboy City Council, and I’m 
running for re-election along 
with Councilman Bill Petrick 
and board of education member, 
Milady Tejeda. 
   Because two of us are incum-
bent council members, residents 
have a right to ask, “What have 
you done for us while in of-
fice?” I can stand here and hon-
estly say that I am very proud of 
what Bill Petrick and I have ac-
complished as members of this 
city council.
   We have stood up time and 
again for the residents of Perth 
Amboy—even when we had 
to oppose the administration. 
There will be no municipal tax 
increase this year because we 
stood up for residents and op-

posed the increase in the may-
or’s budget. Time and again we 
have gone to bat for more parks 
and activities for our kids. We 
have fought against nepotism 
and wasteful spending. 
   The people in this neighbor-
hood will remember how we 
on the city council stood with 
them when the mayor wanted to 
rezone parts of this area—even 
over the objections of most resi-
dents. We heard you. We tabled 
the rezoning—and as long as 
we keep a majority of votes on 
the council, that rezoning will 
not go through. 
   The choice is yours. Choose 
candidates who have already 
proven that they have your 
back and will act in your best 
interest. Or choose candidates 
whose only selling point seems 
to be that they have the support 
of the mayor—and when elect-
ed will be controlled by her. But 
a power grab by the mayor is 
not the way to solve the city’s 
problems. The mayor needs to 
work with the council, not try to 
dominate it.
   Finally, I want to express my 
thanks to all of my present and 
former council colleagues for 
coming out to support the Perth 
Amboy First team. That sup-
port means a lot to us. It shows 
the people of Perth Amboy that 
you—those who know best 
what it takes to succeed on the 
city council—believe that Bill, 
Milady, and myself are the best 
people for the job. 
   And thanks to the people of 
Perth Amboy. Remember to 
vote Line O—Pabon, Petrick, 
and Tejeda—on Nov. 6.

Bill Petrick
   Good afternoon. My name is 
Bill Petrick, and I am running 
for my third term as a member 
of the Perth Amboy City Coun-
cil. I want to thank all of my 
current colleagues on the coun-
cil, as well as the former council 
members who have come out to 
support us today. 
   This has been a difficult cam-
paign, because our opponents 
have decided that the way to 
win this election is to engage in 
personal attacks—attacks that 
have been exposed as calculat-
ed and dishonest. So I want to 
move away from that, because 
mud-slinging is not going to 
fix the city’s crumbling streets. 

It’s not going to deal with our 
lack of parking and congestion. 
It’s not going to stabilize our 
taxes or provide jobs. What the 
people of Perth Amboy need is 
a discussion of the issues that 
affect their lives, not political 
warfare that divides the com-
munity. 
   Yet I’m not surprised that our 
opponents are not discussing 
the issues. They have no expe-
rience in city government and 
no demonstrated commitment 
to service in this community. I 
answered the call for more than 
40 years as a volunteer fire-
fighter in Perth Amboy. Anyone 
who has been involved in youth 
sports in Perth Amboy knows 
Joel Pabon, who coached our 
kids for more than 20 years as 
a volunteer, and is past presi-
dent of the Perth Amboy Youth 
League. Milady Tejeda has been 
very active on the parish coun-
cil of Our Lady of Fatima, and 
she is secretary of the United 
Dominicans of Perth Amboy. 
Again, proven voluntary service 
to the community.
   It’s not enough to just show 
up at campaign events, shake 
hands, and pose for pictures—
as our opponents have done. 
We need leaders with experi-
ence and commitment to solve 
Perth Amboy’s problems. I 
hope the voters of Perth Am-
boy will choose the experience 
and commitment demonstrated 
over many years by Joel Pabon, 
Milady Tejeda, and myself. On 
Nov. 6, I ask you to Vote Line 
O, the Perth Amboy First team. 
Thank you!

Milady Tejeda
   Greetings to everyone—and 
thank you to all of the present 
and former members of the city 
council who are here to support 
Bill Petrick, Joel Pabon and my-
self. For those of you who don’t 
already know me, my name is 
Milady Tejeda. I am currently 
vice-president of the Perth Am-
boy Board of Education.
   Some of you might wonder 
why I am made the decision to 
leave the board of education to 
run for a seat on the city coun-
cil. I’m in my third term on the 
board of education, and educa-
tion has always been a primary 
focus of my work in this com-
munity. I came to Perth Amboy 
as an immigrant in my teens, 

speaking no English. But edu-
cation was always important 
in my family. I worked hard 
in school, and when I gradu-
ated from Perth Amboy High 
School, I went on to attend col-
lege where I earned a bachelor’s 
degree that started me on a very 
fulfilling career. I want that 
same opportunity for my chil-
dren and for every child who 
attends school in Perth Amboy.
   Still, my concerns for the fu-
ture of this city go well beyond 
our schools. As a member of the 
city council I can expand my 
reach, using both my experience 
and my knowledge of this com-
munity to help solve some of 
our most pressing problems—
such as overdevelopment, high 
property taxes, and crumbling 
infrastructure.
   I also want to serve as a bridge 
between the city government 
and the board of education. 
The administration has taken 
a very adversarial approach to 
relations with the board. That 
is not helpful to our children. I 
hope that with a seat on the city 
council, I can help bring about a 
closer working relationship be-
tween the city government and 
the board of education, which 
can only benefit our children.
   So again, we appreciate every-
one who has come here today—
and I want to thank the residents 
of Perth Amboy for supporting 
our team!
Closing statement by 

Lisa Nanton
   We know what a disaster it 
would be for Perth Amboy to 
vote in three inexperienced peo-
ple who are puppets for a mayor 
who has proven that she will do 
just about anything. no matter 
how ruthless to maintain power.   
They have remained silent in its 
wake.   We need honest people 
like Joel Pabon, Bill Petrick, 
and Milady Tejada, who have 
years of experience serving 
Perth Amboy’s government and 
the community. Our records are 
one of self-sacrifice – not self 
interest. We need members of 
the city council that will always 
put PERTH AMBOY FIRST. 
Pabon, Petrick, Tejeda For 
Council - Line O
Puccio, Massopust, Marquez-
Villafane for Bd of Ed- Line L
Nov. 6

Raritan Bay 
Cruisers

Car Show
Trunk O Treat

WOODBRIDGE - Saturday, 
October 27th from 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at Pizza Hut, 320 Rte. 9N, 
Woodbridge, 07095. Car trunks 
decorated with various themes 
or stories and filled with lots of 
candy and other treats! Come 
join us for an afternoon full of 
fun and enjoy the music! 3 ft. 
Trophy - 1st Place for Best Dec-
orated Trunk; 2 ft. Trophy - 2nd 
Place for Best Decorated Trunk
FREE

ty." He questioned the Mayor's 
outrage now instead of in 2016 
and 2017. "I fell for her tactics. 
Petrick's Facebook Page had re-
posts views that were pro and 
con against all political parties. 
He did not comment on any of 
them. Petrick wanted to inform 
and stimulate conversation. 
There were over 400 postings 
on Petrick's pages, but the May-
or cherry-picked a few of those 
postings (from Petrick's Face-
book page). Mayor Diaz, you 
owe an apology to Bill Petrick, 
his family, and also the commu-
nity. I have relatives who have 
been victims of abuse. You have 
disgraced them. My offer still 

stands to what I have stated in 
previous letters. I will take a 
polygraph test to prove that."
   Councilman Joel Pabon talked 
next and said, "I am proud of 
what Petrick and I have accom-
plished. There have been no tax 
increase and we opposed an in-
crease in the Mayor's budget. 
We've fought against wasteful 
spending and tabled rezoning. 
We have your (the communi-
ty's) back and will vote for your 
best interest. The Mayor needs 
to work with the Council and 
not oppose us. I want to thank 
the former Council Members 
for their support."
   Council President Bill Pet-
rick spoke next. He thanked the 
current and former Council for 
their support. "Our opponents 

are making dishonest attacks." 
He then commented about a 
member of Governor Phil Mur-
phy's staff (who made recent 
racist and insulting comments 
aimed at religious and other or-
ganizations). That person is a 
member of LUPE PAC and nei-
ther our Mayor or anyone from 
that LUPE PAC commented 
about those insulting comments. 
Mudslinging will not fix our 
problems. We need to discuss 
issues affecting our daily lives. 
Our opponents  have no com-
munity service. I started serving 
at the age of 18. Our combined 
team has over 80 years of com-
munity service. Experience and 
commitment is what is needed."
   Milady Tejeda came up to 
speak, "I am the current Vice 

President of the Board of Edu-
cation and am on my third term. 
I came to Perth Amboy as a 
teenager and spoke no English. 
I graduated college with a bach-
elor's degree. I want the same 
opportunity for all students. We 
have a lot of overdevelopment, 
high taxes, and a poor infra-
structure. I want to be a liaison 
between the City and the Board 
of Education."
   At the end, Lisa Nanton 
summed it up. "We don't need 
people who are puppets for the 
Mayor. We need honest people 
and people who are there as a 
self-sacrifice and not for self in-
terest."
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South Amboy Council Approves Marijuana Ban
10/17/18 Council Meeting

By: Joseph L. Kuchie
SOUTH AMBOY - The South 
Amboy city council unanimous-
ly passed an ordinance that will 
ban the growth and distribution 
of marijuana throughout the en-
tire city.
   Ordinance No. 15-2018 states 
that businesses engaged in the 
growth or sale of medicinal or 
recreational marijuana or para-
phernalia that facilitates the use 
of marijuana are prohibited in 
all zoning districts. The pass-
ing of this ordinance adds South 
Amboy to the list of nearly 40 
towns in New Jersey that have 
officially banned marijuana 
from being sold.
   The ordinance now goes to the 
desk of Mayor Fred Henry, who 
will need to provide final ap-

proval before it is published as 
provided by law. Mayor Henry 
announced after the vote that he 
would have no problem approv-
ing the ordinance. 
   “I’d like to thank the council 
tonight for passing ordinance 
15(-2018) that shows the city’s 
continued commitment to help 
stop drug use,” Mayor Henry 
Said. “Obviously I’m going to 
have no problem signing that 
particular ordinance.”
   The sudden movement by 
these towns to ban marijuana 
throughout New Jersey is the 
result of the potential legaliza-
tion of marijuana throughout 
the entire state by Governor 
Phil Murphy. The bill to legal-
ize marijuana isn’t expected to 
be introduced for another few 

weeks, but cities like South 
Amboy have already made their 
opposition very clear. 
   South Amboy, like all other 
towns that have banned mari-
juana, are allowed to ban busi-
nesses but will not be able 
to collect any tax revenue if 
marijuana is legalized and sold 
through New Jersey. Accord-
ing to the ordinance, however, 
South Amboy determined that 
there is no area in the city that 
can safely house a business en-
gaged in the growth, sale, or 
distribution of medicinal or rec-
reational marijuana.
    Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin was not in attendance for the 
meeting. The next city council 
meeting will be held on Novem-
ber 21 at 7:00 p.m.

BOE Candidates Forum 10/17/18 PAHS

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – The Board 
of Education Candidates Fo-
rum took place on 10/17/18 at 
Perth Amboy High School. The 
forum was sponsored by the 
Perth Amboy Federation and 
the League of Women Voters 
who monitored the event. There 
were 6 candidates present at the 
forum. Candidates Maria Ro-
driguez and Anton Massopust 
were not present.
The forum began with an 
opening statement presented 
by each candidate
Isamar Payano: I’m born 
and raised in Perth Amboy. 
My parents came to America 
for the American Dream. I 
have a bachelor’s degree. I at-
tended the Perth Amboy Public 
Schools and graduated in 2008. 
Currently I work for the City of 
Perth Amboy Teen Center. I’m 
positive I will focus on what’s 
best for our schools.
Beth Lieberman: I’ve taught 
for the last 20 years. I was a 
teacher mainly in the Patten 
School. I retired last year. I still 
want to contribute to the school. 
As a working teacher, one needs 
not only vision but what’s best 
for educators such as myself. 
My experience over the years 
makes for better ideas, better 
results.
Damaris Ramirez: I am a life-
long resident of Perth Amboy. 
My parents moved here 64 
years ago. I’m involved in a lot 
of organizations in the City. I 
do policy writing. I have ideas 
for our children. Networking is 
very important in our commu-
nity.
Ken Puccio: I was born and 
raised in Perth Amboy. I was 
raised by a single parent (my 
mom) and graduated in 1974, 
was in the army 4 years and 
lived here since that time in 
1978. I first was a fireman and 
then a police officer. I’m now 
part-time. For 24 years I’ve 
worked in juvenile division (of 
the Police Department). I’m a 
passionate advocate for kids. 
I chose to stay here the last 10 
years. I was the Board Presi-
dent for the last 2 years, and 
the Board Vice President for 3 
years.
Stephanie Márquez-Villa-

fañe: I’ve attended Board of 
Education Meetings religiously 
for the past 6 years. I’m an ad-
vocate for the handicapped 
community. I led a movement 
in the district to save the Hon-
ors Program. We completed 
that goal. I started a non-profit 
501c3. We helped with updates 
to the curriculum, to help stu-
dents get books when they had 
no books. 20-30 students should 
be the class size. For years I 
have tutored for free. Changes 
need to be made. People need to 
change.
Danielle Brown: I’m an Hon-
ors Student and 3-Sport Ath-
lete and graduated Cum Lada. 
I’ve been a teacher for 5 years 
in Richmond, Virginia Pub-
lic Schools. I now serve at the 
Cathedral (International). In 
2006 I became involved in the 
youth minister program which 
is geared toward tutoring. 
Anton J. Massopust was un-
able to come to the debate, but 
gave a statement: The students 
come first, second the parents 
third, the Board as a unit, fourth 
are the People of Perth Amboy. 
The ultimate goal of our educa-
tional process is to produce an 
productive individual who will 
be a good citizen.
Question: What do you see as 
the greatest challenge in Perth 
Amboy Schools?
Danielle Brown: A lot of my 
work now involves providing 
services to families for those 
that can’t afford necessities such 
as school supplies. So many 
factors come into the classroom. 
Test scores have made progress, 
but more can be made.
Beth Lieberman: Sitting on 
this side of the table is a differ-
ent perspective. It’s important 
to create transparency.
Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe: As someone who has seen 
the district grow, one has to 
find a balance of finances and 
resources with the staff. If the 
staff doesn’t have the manpow-
er, they can’t do what needs to 
be done. It’s that feedback from 
staff that makes sure they get 
what they need to serve the stu-
dents.
Isamar Payano: Resources – 
make sure the staff has the best 
materials. We must do what we 

can for what’s best for the stu-
dents. There is a language bar-
rier – many students come from 
different countries. Many par-
ents want to get involved but 
don’t know how to. We should 
be able to engage them. 
Ken Puccio: I’ve been here 
when things are bad. I’ve seen 
improvements. We have room 
for more. 1.) Parental involve-
ment. 2.) We need more room. 
Down the road we’ll need more 
space. We’re on course on the 
Board of Education and we’re 
moving in the right direction.
Damaris Ramirez: Parents are 
fearful because of immigra-
tion status. The bridge between 
the staff and children – some 
parents don’t have resources 
and there’s a language barrier. 
They’re scared to ask for help. 
They don’t know what’s going 
to happen.
Question: What do you as a 
candidate offer as a Board of 
Education Member?
Beth Lieberman: I’ve known 
the classroom for 28 years. I’ve 
seen just about everything that 
goes on in a classroom. My 
eyes offer a different perspec-
tive than what the Board sees. 
Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe: My experience working 
with parents, students, are a 
fresh pair of eyes. I graduated 
high school in 2016. I know the 
dynamics and how the Board of 
Education works. I’ve advocat-
ed with the Union. 
Isamar Payano: I work with 
volunteers, hundreds of kids 
writing different political col-
laborative and different com-
munity partners. There’s lots of 
different things students tell us 
consistently. I’ve dedicated my 
life to this. I’ve been on the oth-
er side as a student.
Ken Puccio: I will continue to 
be open minded and contribute 
to insure the school district is 
run properly and fairly.
Damaris Ramirez: When stu-
dents, staff, and parents need 
help, I’ll bridge that gap and ex-
press their concerns to help the 
staff and parents.
Danielle Brown: I’m a former 
educator and will bring experi-
ence to the Board. I have been 
an adjunct. I’m a product of the 
City of Perth Amboy. I was a 

3-sport athlete in high school 
and college. As a college ath-
lete, I have a history of team-
work. My life’s work has been 
in the community and I have the 
energy for the Board.
Question: What is the role of a 
School Board Member?
Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe: Doing what’s required, run 
the business of the school dis-
trict, working with parents and 
staff, knowing the dynamics 
of the school system, and the 
community. Working with par-
ents and staff in what benefits 
the students, staff and parents. 
Come with new ideas and be 
there overall.
Isamar Payano: To set policy, 
advocate, plan, promote stu-
dents with vision. To plan how 
to improve the district. To es-
tablish policies that are feasible 
on what we want and advocate 
for the community. Measure 
benchmarks for the goals. 
Ken Puccio: I’ve sat here and 
gone through all the ground-
work. We make policy and 
make sure the district runs prop-
erly. We establish a relationship 
with the Superintendent, and 
make sure students, teachers, 
staff and parents work together. 
We are the advocates of Perth 
Amboy, not only here, but to the 
City itself.
Damaris Ramirez: To make 
policy. Make sure everyone in-
volved benefits. Makes plans 
that are feasible and to set pol-
icy with the Board and Superin-
tendent that are going to work.
Danielle Brown: To call for 
and provide accountability and I 
will support those who we hire 
to have accountability and mea-
sure progress.
Beth Lieberman: Advocate 
and ensure for entire school 
community in manner as best as 
possible and to have responsible 
education.
Question: What qualities make 
for an effective school board 
member?
Isamar Payano: I’m open to 
change and improvement and 
funding in the community and 
care for the well-being of our 
youth. To understand to com-
promise and work together ef-
fectively and compassionately 
and do what is best for our chil-

dren.
Ken Puccio: One must respect 
one another and their opinions. 
We don’t always agree. Work 
as a team and come to a con-
clusion. Advocate and work 
together for the kids and staff, 
whatever personal bias you 
have stays at the door. It’s im-
portant we all get along.
Damaris Ramirez: Take your-
self personally out of the equa-
tion. Respect each other. 
Danielle Brown:  I have a fin-
ger on the pulse of the commu-
nity and what will impact Board 
decisions.  What’s the bigger 
picture for the entire district.
Beth Lieberman: Collaborate, 
communicate, both with the ad-
ministration, Board Members, 
parents and students. Problem 
solving is important. I’m a good 
listener. You make decisions 
that will impact the children.
Stephanie Márquez-Villa-
fañe: Transparency with the 
community needs to be a good 
foundation. When you’re on a 
committee, know the specifics 
of that committee. Be a good 
sorter and a good researcher. 
Know what’s the truth and 
what’s not, know what can be 
done – what policies are good 
and what needs to be changed. 
Transparency is most important.
Question: How would you 
balance the budget pressures 
against the growing needs of 
the community?
Ken Puccio: Perth Amboy is a 
special needs district. Over 80% 
of our budget is from outside the 
City. 20% of the budget comes 
from the taxpayers - their fair 
share. $27 million in taxpayers’ 
money comes from the City. 
We really should be paying $46 
million, - their fair share, but for 
certain reasons we don’t. Our 
budget is around $300 million. 
We are the watchdog on what 
is spent and if it is spent wisely. 
We should be ever vigilant.  
Damaris Ramirez: We have to 
be very vigilant. When all our 
expenses we have our budget 
needs, so the rest doesn’t have 
to bear the burden.
Danielle Brown: Giving needs 
of the community funding and 
identify the needs of the dis-

*Continued on Page 14

Ads Sell!  Call Carolyn 

732-896-4446



14. The Amboy Guardian * October 24, 2018

Fire Prevention Week Open House, Perth Amboy 10/12/18   *Photos by Paul W. Wang

PERTH AMBOY - The Perth Amboy Fire Department held their annaul open house during Fire Prevention Week. The community learned about steps to take to prevent 
fires and different safety precautions to take. There was a live burn demonstration as well as exhibits in the Fireman's Museum. There were plenty of goodie bags handed 
out. 

BOE Candidates Forum 10/17/18 PAHS *Continued from Page 13

trict. You must prioritize needs 
and have an understanding what 
comes to the table for the needs 
of many. We don’t want anyone 
to lose out. We must be careful 
when making these decisions.
Beth Lieberman: We all deal 
with these types of budge de-
cisions at home. It’s the same 
thought process. It’s similar 
with the Board of Education. 
Keep the priorities.
Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe: It’s a very intricate prior-
ity of the Board of Education 
to make sure the school district 
run smoothly. There are many 
priorities for the state. Perth 
Amboy does not pay its fair 
share and it’s important to the 
School Board to focus on what 
the needs of our staff and stu-
dents are.
Isamar Payano: The way is 
prioritizing. We have to be dili-
gent. Prioritizing and evaluat-
ing the budget. At the end of 
the day, what is the best way to 
handle the issue.
Question: What factors are 
critical to education? What 
would you do to improve this?
Damaris Ramirez: Our gradu-
ates are not on par with students 
in other districts. Things can 
be done to improve that. Allow 
students to do more on the com-
puter.
Danielle Brown: Classroom 
size is important. It is nearly 
impossible to teach (in a huge 
teacher to student ration) which 
starts chaos. Classroom size im-
pacts where the students learn. 
Students need the tools to com-
pete.
Beth Lieberman: A decent 
ratio of teacher/children is im-
portant to learn. When you have 
parents that are involved, the 
students can have a better edu-
cation.
Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe: A few years ago, Perth Am-

boy paid a lot of money (for a 
research study on this subject). 
In the first 1½ years many of 
our K-1 students are behind by 
6 months. By 2nd & 3rd Grade, 
they are 1½ years behind, by the 
4th Grade many students are on 
a 1st Grade reading level or 2nd 

Grade Math level. Looking at 
those immigrant children, sta-
tus is irrelevant to education in 
my opinion, our students are at 
a major disadvantage. I see the 
need to close the gap.
Isamar Payano: Send teachers 
to the right professional devel-
opment. The culture and energy 
of families are giving them the 
equipment they need for their 
education. 
Ken Puccio: Our most impor-
tant vessel is the classroom 
teacher who gives all the stu-
dents need. A happy staff is a 
productive staff. We need to 
find a happy medium. It all be-
gins with the classroom teacher.
Question: Many new staff 
members are leaving and retire 
as soon as eligible. What would 
you do to retain staff?
Danielle Brown: Make deci-
sions to alleviate the pressure. 
Create a work environment with 
understanding this is a district 
where you support the educa-
tors.
Beth Lieberman: I believe de-
cision making and what is hap-
pening now in our district. We 
are not that different than other 
districts. We are not the lowest 
priced district. Salary is not the 
single answer. Raise the bar just 
like in the other districts. Stress 
exams and what teachers need 
to do to function.
Stephanie Márquez-Villafañe: 
This was recently brought up at 
the Board of Education Meet-
ing. Teachers, staff, personnel 
come and go. That’s the reality. 
Colonia High School was given 
the bronze medal, and teach-

ers there were paid less than 
here. Make sure morale is up. 
Teachers feeling valued and that 
knowing their opinions matter 
is important.
Isamar Payano: More team-
work. Feeling appreciated. 
More staff involvement in deci-
sion making. The ratio of class-
room size is important.
Ken Puccio: I’m a team mem-
ber of the Board of Education. 
What’s happening to teachers 
is not only in Perth Amboy, but 
statewide and across the nation. 
A lot of pressure is put on teach-
ers today. We should improve 
morale. People who do choose 
to leave, find out the reason. We 
need dialogue with staff. There 
should be an exiting interview. 
Never close the door with them.
Damaris Ramirez: There 
should be an open-door policy. 
Feel comfortable everyday dis-
cuss something. Help them do a 
good job.
Question: Where do you stand 
on privatization of schools?
Beth Lieberman: I’m a firm 
believer in public school educa-
tion. Education should not be 
based on money. 
Stephanie Márquez-Villa-
fañe: I’m a strong believer of 
public-school education. We 
must do what’s best for our dis-
trict. Ultimately what we do for 
the district will affect us.
Isamar Payano: It’s important 
to have the best education. I be-
lieve in a public-school educa-
tion. 
Ken Puccio: No. I would never 
vote to privatize any part of the 
school system. Most of our em-
ployees live in this town.  For 
example, instead of outsourc-
ing for the need of additional 
landscaping, the maintenance 
department is doing it. It usu-
ally hurts the little people (to 
privatize services). I would 
never vote to privatize any de-

Representative from the League of Women Voters, Candidate Beth 
Lieberman, Representative from the LWV Barbara Chaubery, Can-

didate Isamar Payano, Incumbent and Board President Ken Puccio, 
Candidate Damaris Ramirez, Candidate Danielle Brown, Candidate 
Stephanie Márquez-Villafañe          *Photo by Katherine Massopust

partment.
Damaris Ramirez: I’m against 
privatization. It hurts our com-
munity. A lot of good comes out 
of public-school education. 
Danielle Brown: I am a prod-
uct of the public-school system. 
I am opposed to privatizing any 
shape or form.
Closing Statements:
Danielle Brown: Thank you to 
the AFT and LWV and every-
one. I also ask for you for the 
opportunity to serve the City of 
Perth Amboy.
Damaris Ramirez: Thanks for 
the opportunity to have this fo-
rum.
Isamar Payano: I’ve commit-
ted my life to service working 
with grassroots efforts. I care 
about results and making effec-
tive change. I’m very passion-
ate about Perth Amboy. I have a 
pulse on the community and the 
challenges that are youth based. 
Beth Lieberman: I want to 
thank the AFT and League of 

Women Voters. My experi-
ence as a classroom teacher can 
only be a positive course for the 
Board of Education. Teachers 
by nature are looking for com-
munity involvement. 
Ken Puccio: I want to thank 
the AFT and LWV. I’ve been 
here 9½ years. I’ve been here 
through bad times and the be-
ginning of good times. I have 
no regrets. If I did it all over I 
would make the same decisions. 
We have are building a new 
high school, new elementary 
school, and we have the start of 
a Dual Language School. I am 
proud to be a part of it. I don’t 
take that lightly.
Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe: 6 years goes by quickly. 
We’ve gone through a lot of 
changes, both positive and neg-
ative. Work needs to be done. 
We do what’s best for the dis-
trict. I want to thank the AFT 
and LWV. Always put education 
first.
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Renovations, PARCC Results, Turnover Rate, 

Naming New Elementary School
10/11/18 BOE Meeting

Students who had a perfect score on the PARCC Exam, Parents, Board of Education Members along 
with Administrators pose for a group photo      *Photos by Katherine Massopust

Students who had a perfect score on the PARCC Exam pose for a 
photo at the 10/11/18 BOE Meeting

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – At the 
10/11/18 Board Meeting Stu-
dent Representative Kevin 
Chavez gave a report on the 
positive changes in the schools. 
He stated the pep rally was a 
success and students showed a 
lot of school spirit. He also stat-
ed that the Homecoming game 
and dance was successful.
  Superintendent Dr. David Ro-
man showed a video of all the 
improvements made in the high 
school which included a remod-
eled media center, a nice new 
guidance office and theme-
based academies. This includes 
a new Freshman Academy com-
ing soon.
   Dr. Roman was proud to an-
nounce that the district won 
First Prize for their Best News-
letter and Second Prize for Best 
Website in the State of New Jer-
sey.
   The presentation was on the 
HIB Self-Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers 
(PARCC) which was presented 
by Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Vivian Rodriguez, Assistant 
Superintendent Mr. Richard 
Chromey and Anti-Bullying 
Specialist, Ms. MaryJo McAd-
am. First, Ms. McAdam showed 
the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights 
and each school were given a 
score on anti-bullying. Dr. Ro-
man stated that the assessment 
was given by a survey and they 
self-access. The presentation 
then compared the PARCC 
scores in different grades as op-
posed from a few years ago. In 
general, there was improvement 
in all of the scores except for 
math in some schools.
   Dr. Vivian Rodriguez, Dr. Da-
mian Medina, and Mr. Michael 
Heidelberg and Board of Edu-
cation Members gave awards to 
students who achieved a perfect 
score on the PARCC exam. The 
Board congratulated all the stu-
dents who achieved this honor.
   There was no executive ses-
sion. No one came from the au-
dience to speak on agenda items 
only.
   During the Board Meeting, 
comments were made by Junior 

Iglesia, “The minutes of the ex-
ecutive session don’t reflect all 
the information at the Meeting. 
“I stated the public should know 
what is going on. Most of what 
is said is accurate except for me 
making a motion. I made a mo-
tion to amend the minutes.”
   There was a discussion on 
how to proceed with this mat-
ter. Since there was already a 
motion on the floor to accept 
the minutes as presented, the 
motion and second had to be 
rescinded. Then the minutes 
could be accepted with the nec-
essary corrections. 
   Board President Ken Puccio 
gave the President’s Report, 
“I’ve reflected back as the last 
4 years. We’ve come a long 
way in the last 3½ years. The 
scores are improving. There’s 
going to be a new high school 
and elementary school. Noth-
ing is perfect. Students are in a 
better place. Things are chang-
ing and changing for good. I 
want to thank everyone from 
the Superintendent down to the 
lunch aide.  I want to tip my 
hat to you. Dr. Roman, what is 
occurring in this district is phe-
nomenal. Thank you for your 
dedication to the children of this 
district.”
  There were a number of staff 
and teachers leaving the district. 
Board Member Junior Iglesia 
was curious as to why there 
what he considered to be a high 
turnover rate. “There’s always 
an opportunity to improve to get 

better. Eleven staff workers and 
six teachers are resigning.”
  Mr. Rodriguez, Director of 
Personnel came up to speak, 
“I’ve looked at the recent res-
ignations. Mostly the reason is 
due to money. (they leave for 
higher paying jobs) Several 
people have moved out of the 
state.”
   Dr. David Roman added, “The 
bar has been raised. There are 
certain expectations.”
   Board Member Junior Iglesia 
then stated, “We should keep 
staff turnover low. Last year 45 
of our staff left the district. We 
have to improve the ratio of 
staff.”
   Dr. Roman, I hope the contract 
will be settled soon. (which will 
help with this matter).”
   Board Member Tashi Vasquez 
stated, “I informally converse 
on my way out (after the meet-
ings). We need feedback. Some 
of its more money. We want to 
have these conversations. We 
need to share the reasons, not 
on hearsay, so we can improve 
in those areas. We want new 
young staff. How do we keep 
people here?”
   Board Member Jesus Martinez 
said, “The workload volume 
can create a negative morale.”
   Dr. David Roman said, “We 
struggle with manpower. I agree 
with Ms. Vasquez. We want to 
hear from the staff. We can’t 
stop people from leaving the 
district for more money, some-
times $10,000 more. There are 
so many factors: salary, work-
load. We’re going to do those 
observations. There’s account-
ability for everyone. We’re go-
ing to have those hard conversa-
tions.”
   Board Secretary Derek Jess 
commented, “Irene Hand is re-
tiring. For the past 15 years, it’s 
been my pleasure to work with 
her.”

   Under Old Business, Board 
President Ken Puccio said, “The 
Committee to name the Seaman 
Avenue Elementary School in-
cludes myself and Board Mem-
ber Lissette Lebron.” There 
were two meetings and 14 peo-
ple attended to the first meeting 
while 12 attended the second. 
The name of the school will be 
one of the three suggestions: 
Rose Lopez, Austin Gumbs, or 
the Rebecca & Marcus Spring 
School. 
   Board Member Anton Masso-
pust explained that Rebecca & 
Marcus Spring founded the fa-
mous school Eagleswood in the 
1850’s where they educated the 
finest minds of the 19th Cen-
tury. Rose Lopez and Austin 
Gumbs were both educators in 
Perth Amboy. There will be one 
more meeting of this committee 
regarding this matter. Accord-
ing to policy, the committee 
will make a recommendation 
and bring it before the Board.
  For New Business, Board 
Member Randy Convery stated 
jokingly, “Is there any way I can 
reenroll in high school?” citing 
all the positive changes that are 
being made. 
   Board Member Tashi Vasquez 
thanked the PTO for their work, 
“It takes a special parent to get 
involved in that level. They 
meet once a month. Please 
come and help us set up (for 
their events). It’s important to 
get involved as much as pos-
sible.”
   Board Member Lissette Leb-
ron stated that the Class of 1993 
is having their 25th Class Re-
union. 
  Board President Puccio stated, 
“We all bleed Red & White.”
   No one spoke during the pub-
lic portion. The meeting was ad-
journed at 6:57 p.m.

Calendar
Dinner Dance

PERTH AMBOY – The St. Ann 
Society of Ukrainian Assump-
tion Church will sponsor its an-
nual Calendar Dinner Dance on 
Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018, in the 
Assumption Catholic School 
auditorium, Meredith & Jacques 
Sts. Enjoy a night of dining and 
dancing: appetizers and a lavish 
buffet by Palms Plaza and DJ 
music by Supreme Sound and 
Entertainment. Doors open at 6 
p.m., buffet at 7 p.m. As always, 
BYOB. Tickets are $40 pp and 
can be purchased by calling the 
church office at 732-826-0767 
or after liturgies from members. 
Get your tickets soon! No tickets 
will be sold at the door.

Coffee House
PERTH AMBOY – The 1683 
Society is presenting Musical 
Guest Kim Boyko at the Propri-
etary House, 149 Kearny Ave., 
Perth Amboy on Sunday, No-
vember 11, 2018 from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. 

Annual 5K Fun 
Run & Walk 

SAYREVILLE - Support sav-
ing lives and finding homes 
for shelter dogs and cats! Sam-
my’s Hope Animal Welfare and 
Adoption Center of Sayreville 
is holding its annual 5K Fun 
Run and Walk on Saturday, No-
vember 3 at 9 a.m., Sayreville 
Sports Complex, 4441 Borden-
town Ave., Sayreville. Register 
online: runner.com/sammysho-
pe5K.

Come Party 
with Us!

PARLIN - In celebration of the 
band’s 20th Anniversary, Mikell's 
Plot will be having a party bash! 
  The event is being hosted and 
sponsored by DAA Entertain-
ment and NJ's Rock Radio 92.9 
FM. The party will include guest 
performances by some of NJ'S 
greatest bands. Rebels United, 
Tilted, Pale Horse, Metal Land, 
Jernee Mill and Smoked Rose.
  "Making original music for 20 
years is a milestone that we had 
to acknowledge and what bet-
ter way to do it then with this 
party?" said Michael O'Connor, 
lead singer of Mikell's Plot.
   The event is on Saturday, No-
vember 3, 2018 starting at 5 p.m. 
located at  Brighton Bar, 121 
Brighton Avenue, Long Branch, 
NJ 07740. The party is open to 
all ages, 21+ to drink. There will 
be catered food and a cash bar. 
Come and enjoy the celebration 
and be part of this event with 
Michael O'Connor and George 
Rivera and the rest of the band.
  Tickets are $10 in Advance 
and $12 at the door. Go to http://
www.ticketweb.com for your 
advance tickets. www.mikell-
splot.com 

A.C. Bus Trip
Ukrainian 

Assumption Seniors 
PERTH AMBOY – The 
Ukrainian Assumption Se-
niors are having a trip to 
Resorts Casino in Atlantic 
City on Sunday, November 
18, 2018. For more informa-
tion, call Eleanor: 732-874-
5291.

Autumn
Breakfast

Buffet
PERTH AMBOY – The Holy 
Name Society of Ukrainian As-
sumption Church is sponsoring 
an All You Can Eat Autumn 
Breakfast Buffet on Sunday, 
November 4, 2018 from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Ukrainian Assump-
tion School Cafeteria (Meredith 
& Jacques St., Perth Amboy)
   Breakfast Menu (subject to 
change): Scrambled Eggs, Om-
elets (made to order), Pancakes, 
French Toast, Bacon, Sausage, 
Egg Souffle, Fruits, Juice, Hash 
Browns, Coffee, Tea, and more. 
Donation; $12 Adults; $6 Ages 
6-12yrs; Free Children Under 
6yrs. Tickets are available in 
advance after each Mass or by 
calling Charlie Boyko at 732-
254-3966.

Saturday
Storytime

SEWAREN – The Sewaren 
Public Library warmly pres-
ents: Saturday Storytime with 
special assistance from Kara 
& Elizabeth. Stories, crafts, 
snacks, and more! 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The 1st & 3rd Satur-
day of every month! (Starting 
Oct. 6th). Bring only imagina-
tion. Interested? Contact us at 
: 732-634-7571 or email us at 
sewarenlibrary@gmail.com 
The Sewaren Library is located 
at 546 West Ave.

Vendor Night 
SOUTH AMBOY – The South 
Amboy Columbiettes hold a 
Fall Vendor Night on Friday, 
November 9th from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. at the Knights of Columbus 
Columbian Club at 308 Fourth 
St., South Amboy. Vendors are 
wanted. Please contact Cheryl at 
732-407-3295 or sa426ladies@
yahoo.com
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This Week in World War II

75 Years Ago

By: Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 

Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed Guard, USNR, and all men and 

women who have answered the country’s call in time of need. 

Phil can be contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.

   On October 15, 1943, German troops surround Rome’s Jewish    
A second day’s bombing of Kassel, Germany, by the RAF takes 
place on October 22, 1943. The 416,000 incendiaries dropped 
by 569 bombers cause a firestorm that keeps flames burning for 
seven days in the city of 236,000. Over 10,000 people — mostly 
civilians — are killed and 150,000 are rendered homeless.
   A German torpedo-boat flotilla on October 23 sinks the Royal 
Navy cruiser HMS Charybdis and the destroyer HMS Limborne 

in an attack in the English Channel. From Japanese-occupied 
Singapore, the provisional government of Azad Hind (“Free In-

dia”) declares war on the United Kingdom and the United States. 
In Italy, almost 1.5 million people begin evacuating Naples in 
fear of a rumored bombing threat that, in fact, never material-
izes. The Soviet 28th Army — after many days of heavy street 
fighting — drives the German Sixth Army out of Melitopol, in 
southeastern Ukraine.
   In the Bismarck Archipelago, Allied aircraft on October 24 raid 
Rabaul, New Britain Island, for a second time in two days. One 
Japanese destroyer and five merchant ships are sunk in the raids. 
At Aitape, Papua-New Guinea, captured Australian commando 
Sgt. Leonard Siffleet is executed by beheading. A photograph 
taken just a moment prior to Siffleet’s execution by a sword-
wielding Japanese soldier is found six months later by Ameri-
can soldiers on the body of a dead Japanese officer at Hollandia, 
Papua-New Guinea. The photo — believed to be the only picture 
of the execution of a POW by a Japanese soldier — is published 
in Australian newspapers and in LIFE magazine in the U.S.
   On October 25, the Japanese open the infamous 258-mile-
long Burma-Siam Railway, connecting Bangkok, Thailand, with 
Rangoon, Burma. The Japanese used 61,000 British and Com-

monwealth POWs and some 220,000 Burmese forced laborers 
to build the railroad. Over 90,000 Burmese and 12,000 prison-

ers died during construction. (The building of the railroad was 
the setting for Pierre Boulle’s novel [and a subsequent motion 
picture], The Bridge over the River Kwai.) In Europe, the Red 
Army’s 3rd Ukrainian Front captures Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine’s 
fourth-largest city.
   An amphibious invasion of the Treasury Islands, south of Bou-

gainville in the Solomons, is made on October 26 by the New 
Zealand 8th Brigade, which defeats the Japanese garrison sta-

tioned there. Following the islands’ capture, U.S. Navy Seabees 
build an airstrip used for attacks on the Japanese base at Rabaul. 
In Germany, a prototype of the Dornier Do 335 heavy fighter 
makes its first flight. The plane will be the Luftwaffe’s fastest 
piston-engined aircraft during the war.
   The first prototype stainless-steel airplane — the twin-engined 
RB-1 Conestoga cargo plane, designed for the U.S. Navy by 
Philadelphia’s Budd Company — rolls off the assembly line on 
October 27. The craft never becomes operational, however, due 
to steel-price increases, production problems and excessive fuel 
consumption.
   In the U.S., unresolved disputes have caused coal miners to 
once again start walking off their jobs. By October 28, thousands 
are on strike and the work stoppage is gaining momentum. In the 
Pacific, 650 U.S. Marines of the 2nd Parachute Battalion led by 
Lt. Col. Victor “Brute” Krulak, land on Choiseul, in the Solomon 
Islands. Their mission is to conduct raids against Japanese army 
and navy facilities on the island to divert attention from planned 
Allied landings on Bougainville at Empress Augusta Bay.

Pet of the Week

Hi. My name is Moon & I'm still a kitten. I'm only 4 mths. Please 
ADOPT ME or one of my friends. ADOPT. SPAY. NEUTER. 
LOVE. Adoption application & donation fee apply. All for the 
Paws P. O. Box 2281 Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 Allforthepaws.org 
Paypal Allforthepaws@gmail.com Text name and email address to 
1.732.486.6382 to adopt or for more info.

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@

gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject 

line and explain why your pet is special. Please 

include Name and Phone# for verification.

A.C. Bus Trip
San Salvador Seniors

PERTH AMBOY - The San Sal-
vador Seniors are sponsoring a 
bus trip to Caesar’s Casino in 
AC on Thursday, Nov. 1, 2018. 
Bus leaves 12 Noon from the 
Perth Amboy Knights of Co-
lumbus, High Street, Perth Am-
boy. Cost 30 pp. Receive $30 
back in slot dollars. For more 
info call Joe at 732-826-0819. 

A.C. Bus Trip
St. John Paul II 

Seniors
PERTH AMBOY –  A trip to the 
Resorts Casino in Atlantic City 
will be held on Wed. Oct. 24, 
2018. Cost $35 pp.; $25 back in 
slot play. Bus will depart from 
behind St. Stephens Church 
parking lot on Mechanic Street 
at 9:30 a.m. Call Bobbi to re-
serve a seat: 732-636-2867.

Sands Casino 
Bus Trip
Holy Rosary 

Seniors
HOPELAWN – Holy Rosary 
Seniors is sponsoring a bus trip 
to the Sands Casino in Penn-
sylvania Thursday 11/29/2018.   
Cost is $30 - $20 back in play 
and $5 food voucher.  Bus 
leaves church parking lot at 
10:00 a.m. For any questions 
please call Ronnie at 732-442-
5252. 

A.C. Bus Trip
Fellowship Circle of 

the Hungarian 
Reformed Church

PERTH AMBOY - Atlantic 

City Bus Trip to the Golden 

Nugget on Sunday, Nov. 11, 

2018.

  Sponsored by the Fellow-

ship Circle of the Hungari-

an Reformed Church, 331 

Kirkland Place, Perth Am-

boy, NJ. Bus leaves the 

church at 12:00 Noon - 6 

hour stay at Casino from 

when we arrive in AC. Cost: 

$30.00 per person ($25 slot 

play & $5 food voucher). 

Bagged lunch provided -To 

reserve a seat: call:  732-

261-8726. Payment due 

ASAP

   NO REFUND FOR LAST 

MINUTE CANCELLA-

TIONS.

Book Sale
PERTH AMBOY - Pick up a 
book or two ($.50 for paper-
backs/$1 for hard cover) or se-
lect a “bag of books” for a price 
of only $5. Presently, we are not 
accepting donations of books.
   Visit us at the Brighton Ave. 
Community Center located at 
the corner of Brighton Ave. and 
Sadowski Pkwy. in Perth Am-
boy. The schedule is as follows: 
Saturday: Oct. 27th &. Nov. 
10th. We will be there from 1:00 
p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  (weather per-
mitting). For more info, e-mail 
us at friendsofperthamboyli-
brary@gmail.com Book Deal-
ers are welcome. !!!!

National 
Friends of the 
Library Week

PERTH AMBOY - The Friends 
of Perth Amboy Free Public Li-
brary are celebrating National 
Friends of the Library Week on 
Tuesday, October 23, 2018. Af-
ter a brief meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
p.m. at the library (adult library 
upstairs), 196 Jefferson St., 
Perth Amboy, the PAFOL will 
be offering a live reading of Ed-
gar Allan Poe’s “The Raven,” 
and other spooky stories. Light 
Refreshments will be available. 
Come out and support your lo-
cal library! Everyone is invited 
to attend. For more information 
call 732-261-2610.Haunted

Lantern Walk 
from the 

Proprietary 
House

PERTH AMBOY – The Propri-
etary House, the Royal Gover-
nor’s Mansion, has scheduled 
“A Haunted Lantern Walk” for 
Friday & Saturday, October 26th 
& 27th, with guided walks to be 
offered at 7:00 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 
each evening. Take a ghostly 
journey through centuries of 
history from Proprietary House 
to St. Peter’s Graveyard.  Hear 
creepy tales & meet spirits from 
Perth Amboy’s past.  Hot cider 
& sweets.  DOORS OPEN AT 
6:45 PM. ADMISSION:   $20 
in advance / $25 at the door 
(Members $20) THERE IS 
LIMITED SPACE, SO RE-
SERVE IN ADVANCE. All 
funds raised will benefit ongo-
ing restoration and operation of 
Proprietary House’s Museum.
    CONTACT THE PROPRI-
ETARY HOUSE ASSOCIA-
TION - Phone: (732) 826-5527; 
E-mail: info@theproprietary-
house.org; Address: 149 Ke-
arny Avenue, Perth Amboy, NJ, 
08861.

Perth Amboy Free Public Library 
Sets up for A Spooktacular Halloween
Press Release
PERTH AMBOY --The Perth Amboy Free Public Library is 
ready to scare up some Halloween fun this October! Drop in 
every week for a new make and take craft and to play our Chil-
dren’s Room Monthly Game! Registration is required for the 
activities below, to register call the library or visit us online at 
www.perthamboypubliclibrary.org 
Carve Your Own Pumpkin: Tuesday October 23 5:30 pm A 
Halloween staple, stop by the library and create your own mas-
terpiece!   
Teen Craft Night: Oct 30th 6:00pm Stop in the Library to cre-
ate a chilling craft. 
Careers from the Crypt: October 25th 6:00pm Learn about 
nonmainstream professions from those in the field. 
The Ghost Train Visits Perth Amboy: October 26th 7:00pm.  
Local Horror author, Donald Garvon reads his latest scary tales. 
Trick or Treat at the Library:  October 31st Stop by the Library 
to show us your creepy costume! 
   The Perth Amboy Free Public Library is located at 196 Jef-
ferson Street, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861.  For more information, 
please call the library at 732.826.2600 or visit us online at www.
perthamboypubliclibrary.org

K of C 
Spaghetti & 

Sausage Dinner
EDISON - Our Lady of Peace 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#9199 of Fords is sponsoring 
a Spaghetti & Sausage Dinner 
on Sunday, Oct 28, 2018 from 
1PM to 6PM at the OLP Par-
ish Center.  The Parish Center 
is on Franklin St, Edison. All 
proceeds will benefit the annual 
Right To Life Bus trip to Wash-
ington, DC.       
      The menu includes linguini 
& sausage (sweet or hot) with 
Marinara sauce, salad, bread, 
coffee, tea & desserts.  Cost is 
$10 for adults, children under 
12 are $5 and children under 5 
are free. There is a special Fam-
ily Price of $20 (eat in only).  A 
family is 2 adults and any chil-
dren under 12. Soda & bottled 
water will be available for $1 
each.  No reservations necessary 
and take-out orders are avail-
able. For more information, call 
Kevin at 732-877-8170.

A.C. Bus Trip
Broadway Diner

SOUTH AMBOY – There will 
be a Bus Trip to Atlantic City 
to the Golden Nugget Casino 
on Monday, November 5, 2018. 
Bus will depart from Methodist 
Church, Bordentown Avenue 
leaving sharply at 10 a.m. for 
6 hours once we arrive at the 
Golden Nugget Casino. Cost 
$36; $25 back in free play; $5 
food voucher. *Must be 21 or 
older to attend, with picture ID; 
Snack Pack will be provided 
on bus! To reserve a seat or for 
more info, please contact Vicky 
at 732-753-9449.
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Miraculous Invocation 

to St. Therese

A Petition to St. Jude

LOOKING BACK

Senior Scene

Happenings
Perth Amboy
TUES. Oct. 23   Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m., 
     Presbyterian Center, Market St.
 • Good Shepherd Tuesday Seniors (HS) 12:30 p.m.
     Msgr. Gambino Hall, Florida Grove Rd.
WED. Oct. 24 Good Shepherd Wednesday Seniors, 12:30 p.m.,
        Msgr. Gambino Hall , Florida Grove Rd.

 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
THURS. Oct. 25 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m., 
     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.
MON. Oct. 29 St. James Golden Girls, 10 a.m., 
       Fellowship Hall, Commerce St.
TUES. Oct. 30   Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m., 
     Presbyterian Center, Market St.
 • Good Shepherd Tuesday Seniors (HS) 12:30 p.m.
     Msgr. Gambino Hall, Florida Grove Rd.
WED. Oct. 31 Good Shepherd Wednesday Seniors, 12:30 p.m.
        Msgr. Gambino Hall , Florida Grove Rd.

 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.
THURS. Nov. 1 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m., 
     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.
South Amboy
WED. Nov. 7  South Amboy Seniors, 12 Noon, 
      Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.
MON. Nov. 12  St. Mary’s Seniors, 12 Noon, 
    Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.
MON. Nov. 26   Sacred Heart Seniors, 12 Noon
     Memorial Hall, Wash Ave. 

Attn: If Your Club changes its 

Schedule due to the Holidays or if you have 

Community Events to Submit

Please give us two weeks advanced notice!

732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610

AmboyGuardian@gmail.comAnswers

From Puzzle

On Page 15

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 

Massopust is available at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front 

St., Perth Amboy or in Fertig’s Uniform Store, 195 New 

Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy For more info call Katherine 

at 732-261-2610 or call the Barge at 732-442-3000 - or Fer-

tig’s at 732-442-1079 - A Great Gift! Get it now along with 

Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

PERTH AMBOY - Halloween Parade 
      *Photo Courtesy of Gary Muska

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

Remember to 

Say Your Novenas!

Prayer to the

Holy Spirit

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world, 
now and forever.  Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, have mercy on us. St. 
Jude worker of Miracles, pray 
for us. St. Jude, helper of the 
hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a day 
for nine days. It has never been 
known to fail.  Publication must 
be promised.
Thank you, St. Jude J.M.P.

O Glorious St. Therese, whom 
Almighty God has raised up to 
aid and inspire the human fam-
ily. I implore your Miraculous 
Intercession. You are so power-
ful in obtaining every need of 
body and spirit from the Heart 
of God. Holy Mother Church 
proclaims you “Prodigy of Mir-
acles . . . the Greatest Saint of 
Modern Times.” Now I fervent-
ly beseech you to answer my 
petition (mention here) to carry 
out your promises of spending 
Heaven doing good upon earth 
. . . of letting fall from Heaven a 
Shower of Roses. Little Flower, 
give me your childlike faith, 
to see the Face of God in the 
people and experiences of my 
life, and to love God with full 
confidence. Saint Therese, my 
Carmelite Sister, I will fulfill 
your plea “to be made known 
everywhere” and I will continue 
to lead others to Jesus through 
you. Amen.
   “I will let fall from Heaven . . . 
a Shower of Roses” 
– St. Therese
   Say this prayer for nine con-
secutive days. After the ninth 
day your prayer request will 
be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is 
granted. J.M.P.

Holy Spirit, you who solve all 
problems, light all roads so that 
I can achieve my goal. You who 
give me a divine gift to forgive 
& forget all evil against me 
and that in all instances of my 
life are with me. I want to this 
short prayer to thank you for all 
things you confirm once again 
that I never want to be sepa-
rated from you, even in spite of 
all material illusions. I wish to 
be with you in eternal joy and 
thank you for your mercy to-
wards me and mine. 
   The person must say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days. 
After 3 days the favor requested 
will be granted even if it seems 
difficult. The prayer must be 
published immediately after the 
favor is granted without men-
tion of the favor, only your ini-
tials should appear at the bot-
tom. J.M.P.

Spooky Stories
PERTH AMBOY – Friday, 
October 26, 2018 from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Surveyor General’s 
Office Museum, 260 High St., 
Perth Amboy. For more info, 
call 732-826-0290 ext. 4860 or 
email: history@perthamboynj.
org 



18. The Amboy Guardian * October 24, 2018

Exercise Equipment for 
sale: Weights, Benches, 
Bikes, Machines, Tread-

mill. 732-539-7659 11/21

For Sale:

Exercise Equipment

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446

Sayreville Bombers Gold 
Charm Boxed Original $75 
- Call "Kitch" - 732-525-
2405

Brand New Electric 
Heater Radiator. Was 
$65 Now $20 New Never 
Used. 732-547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 
732-570-9732

Panasonic 2.2 cu.ft. full 
size Microwave, great for 
home, office or dorm $25. 
Girls 20" bike $15. 732-
596-2116

Safe Combination 21" 
High 13 1/2" wide on 
wheels $75 732-634-1851

Household Wheelchair 
$75 - 732-634-3589

Exercise Bike Pro Form 
JT-30 $75; 46" Samsung 
TV Flat Screen $75 732-
636-3345

Gold Carnival Glass Col-
lector Plate (5th Day of  
Christmas) $25 732-673-
6305

Sewing Machine - por-
table Singer $35; Toilets, 
Shower Doors $20 Each 
732-679-0086

Playstation, XBox, Sled, 
Batman Cards, Flipper 
Movie Poster, Telescope 
Prices: $25-$75 - 732-713-
0536

New never used Mirror 
27"/41" Brown Frame was 
$120 - Now $75 - 732-721-
7186

Stationary Bike - Whis-

per Air Brand - Like New 
- $75 - 732-236-4479

Household Items - Gun 
Case; Tables, Lamps, 
Furniture, Dishes $5-$75 
- 732-277-4975

Umbrella - Patio, needs 
cord and iron stand. $30 
- 732-283-0975

HD Motorcycle Jack - 
Like New $70 or Best 
Offer - 732-290-1551

Dining Room Set, 
6-Piece Bedroom Set, 
Lamps, Lounge Chairs - 
$75 - 732-297-4457

Collector Plate, White 
Raised Figurine. The La-

Nativita $30 - 732-309-
0477

Older New Toy Trucks 
Sunoco, Exxon, Mobil 
Hess $20 Each or B.O.  - 
732-316-5092

6x8 Railroad Tie $20 - 
732-396-9537 - leave a 
message 

Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 
$25 - 732-442-1093

For Sale

Tires - Firestone M&S 
LT275170R 18 Two $10 
Each 732-727-1772

Antique Sleds Good 
Shape, Flexible  Flyer 
Size 51 1/2 in. FF Original 
Sticker $50 732-727-0314

Baseball Card Collection 
30+ Years Old $75 - 732-
727-8417

40 Folding Chairs $40, AB 
and Back Machine $25 - 
732-826-9014

Fish Tank - 55 gal. $50. 
Call Richie: 732-727-9523

Dining Hutch - Wood 
- Good Condition $50 
- Self Pick-up 732-826-
6324

Moving - tables, lamps, 
dresses, dishes, tools 
grandfather clock $5-$75 
- 732-925-6542

Atari 2600 original joystix 
paddles 27 cartridges $75 
or B.O.  908-803-9623

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-

sonic LX Sport Twelve 
Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 
B.O. 908-501-3993

32ft. Heavy Duty Alumi-
num Roofing/Siding Lad-

der $75 - 908-803-9623

Toro Commercial Edger 
Gas $75 - 908-930-6741

Tell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and

telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,

P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 
form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 
most perfect household, foster 
father of Jesus and guardian 
of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 
concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 
your powerful intercession 
with God, you obtain for me all 
the help and graces that I need 
for my spiritual and temporal 
welfare and in particular, the 
special favor I now ask there 
mention or think of your home 
sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 
St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 
behalf will be heard by God 
and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 
my greater good. Thank you St. 
Joseph, for having responded to 
my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, have mercy on us. 
St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 
pray for us. St. Jude, helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 

Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.

   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 

Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published
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Photos by the Bay/

ALR Photography
All your Photography Needs 

Under One Roof
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots

Photo Restoration

www.photosbythebay.com

732-500-5093 or 732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

Need an 

Advertisement 

Designed? 

Call 732-293-1090
www.photosbythebay.com

Graphic DesignThe Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 
for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Photography

Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$11 

a week
10 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Make Dull 

Stuff Sharp
 Cheap!!!

Knives, Scissors, 

Garden Tools

732-442-3430

Sharpening

Rehearsal Studios

Ancient Order 

of Hibernians
271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ

Hall Accommodates 100 Guests
Great for: Birthdays, Retirement, 

Christenings, Communion Parties and 
Baby or Wedding Showers

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Call: 732-721-2098

Hall for Rent

2/21

Hall For Rent

10/24

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Marketing Plus, Inc.
 Now Hiring AM/PM 

Flexible hours,
Competitive Pay

Guaranteed 
Hourly Rate.

Strong Work Ethics 
Shifts Available

Mornings, Evenings 
and Weekends.

Call Today!
John at 732-694-1022

Marketing Laundrymat

10/31

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$11 

a week
10 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here
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PERTH AMBOY - Great investment two family all sepa-

rated utility including water, great location 3 bedrooms 
each unit, full basement, needs some TLC. Mutual drive-

way. It has lots of potential. $329,000

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!

The Real Estate Team With

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

 PERTH AMBOY - Spectacular waterfront property. En-

joy the Raritan Bay from your master bedroom, this spa-

cious property features a beautiful open floor plan with 
many upgrades, 3 brs, 2.5 bath fire place, private deck 
with great water view, close to Marina, fine Restaurants, 
Downtown and public transportation. No Maintenance 
fees. This property only needs your personal touch and is 
a must see. $319,000

PERTH AMBOY - STUDIO APT. NICE UNIT W/15FT. 
CEILINGS. CUSTOM BUILT LIBRARY STYLE 
WOOD WALL UNIT WITH ROLLING LADDER. 
TONS OF STORAGE(ATTIC) WITH A FEW CLOS-

ETS. $89,900

EDISON - Rte. 1 South to Woodbridge Ave towards 
Highland Park left on Fox Road 1 Bedroom plus extra 
room, 1st Floor, centrally located to downtown Highland 
Park and New Brunswick, commuter train and theatre 
district. Close to all major highways, Rutgers University 
and hospitals. Association fees include heat, taxes, water, 
sewer, ground maintenance and pool. Sold As-Is Condi-
tion. $68,000

PERTH AMBOY - Very warm and beautiful cape cod 
in the Budapest section of Perth Amboy 3 bedrooms, 2 
full baths, large basement, lots of space, large private 
yard, off street parking. Owner needs action Hurry!!!!!!!!! 
$245,000

PERTH AMBOY - Large single-family house in the heart 
of Perth Amboy, close to all major public transportation 
and shopping district, many upgrades, off street parking 
and more. $250,000

PERTH AMBOY - Very low taxes!!!!! This Single-Fam-

ily Home is what you are looking for. Freshly painted, 
new roof, new siding, patio deck, hardwood floor on the 
master and living room, big attic for storage. Close to Ev-

erything! $169,900

PERTH AMBOY - Commuters dream. Massive town-

home, with some water views. Courtyard entrance, 2 
parking spots in the underground garage. 3 levels, 3 bed-

rooms, 3 bathrooms!!! A must see!!! $249,900

Enrique Hernandez

Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS

NEW BRUNSWICK - Very large two-family great in-

come producer property with $4,900 monthly rental in-

come, Insurance $1,111. All redone from top to bottom 
large two car garage with plenty of storage space, a must 
see to appreciate the total potential. All separated utilities 
and easy to show. $565,000

Call Petra and 

Start Packing!


