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PERTH AMBOY - Empty shelves in ShopRite due to fear of Co-

rona Virus.  *Photo by Justin Bognar

*Photos on Page 1 by RJ 
Kawka, Carolyn Maxwell. 
and Courtesy of the PAFD 
Facebook Page

Press Release From Mayor Wilda Diaz
Regarding the Coronavirus

Cancellations & Postponements 
The Following Events have been cancelled or postponed:
•Lecture on Women's Suffrage on March 23
•Friends of the Library Meeting on March 24
•St. John Paul II Bus Trip to A.C. on Mar. 25
•The Friends of the Library Book Sale on March 28
•The Women of Distinction Award Dinner on March 19 has been 
rescheduled for September
•The Women of the Moose Chapter 1247 Perth Amboy Designer 
Bag Bingo & Tricky Tray has been postponed to May 30th, 
Please go to www.amboyguardian.com for the latest infor-
mation. For any event you are interested in attending, please 
confirm with the organizer if the event will still take place.

March 16, 2020
Dear Perth Amboy Community, 
The City of Perth Amboy and 
the Office of Emergency Man-
agement (OEM) is monitoring 
and implementing emergency 
orders to attempt to contain the 
spread of the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19). My administra-
tion has been in discussions 
with various stakeholders in-
cluding the Office of the Gov-
ernor, New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Health (NJDOH) and 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) to en-
sure the safety and wellness of 
our residents. The following 
executive orders will be in ef-
fect starting Monday, March 16, 
2020 at 8:00 p.m. Though we 
have no confirmed cases of the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
amongst our residents, we want 
to attempt to contain the spread 
of virus and take every precau-
tion possible to safeguard our 
community.
•Mayor Wilda Diaz and the Of-
fice of Emergency Management 
have declared a State of Emer-
gency for the City of Perth Am-
boy;
•All public, private, and pa-
rochial preschool programs, 
and elementary and secondary 
schools in Perth Amboy, in-
cluding charter and renaissance 
schools, are closed beginning on 
Monday, March 16, 2020, and 
remain closed as long as the Or-
der remains in effect. This does 
not apply to daycare centers 
which can remain open at their 
discretion;
•All gatherings of persons shall 
be limited to 25 persons or few-
er in Perth Amboy, with limited 
exceptions;
•All nightclubs, gyms, fitness 
centers and classes, movie the-
aters, and art galleries will be 
closed to the public beginning 
on Monday, March 16, 2020 at 
8:00 p.m. and remain closed as 
long as this Order remains in ef-
fect;
•All other non-essential retail, 
recreational, and entertainment 
businesses must cease daily 
operations from 8:00 p.m. until 
5:00 a.m. During business hours 
businesses may remain open 
if they limit their occupancy to 
no more than 50 persons and 
adhere to social distance guide-
lines;
•Essential businesses such as 
supermarkets, grocery stores, 
pharmacies, medical offices, 
and gas stations may remain 
open past 8:00 p.m. After 8:00 
p.m. all non-essential business 
must close;
•All restaurant establishments, 
with or without a liquor, are lim-
ited to offering delivery and/or 
take out-services ONLY;
•Residents are encouraged to 
stay on their homes at this time, 
baring emergencies and exempt-
ing those reporting or return-
ing from work. ESSENTIAL 
TRAVEL ONLY.
The Perth Amboy Police De-
partment is keeping a close eye 
on price gauging throughout 
city-wide. Residents wanting to 
report price gouging and con-
sumer fraud are encouraged to 
call the Division of Consumer 
Affairs at 973-504-6240

CLOSURE AND 
CANCELLATIONS

EFFECTIVE MARCH 17TH 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

o Schools will be closed as of 
Monday, March 16th until fur-
ther notice
o City Hall is closed to the pub-
lic
o Perth Amboy Public Library 
will be closed
o All recreational programs, in-
cluding senior services, have 
been suspended
o Perth Amboy court sessions 
have been suspended for two 
weeks
o The Tax and Water Depart-
ment will be closed until further 
notice. Residents are encour-
aged to pay online and or use the 
city’s drop off box in the front of 
City Hall. Please use a money 
order or check and be sure to 
add your account number.
o All parks will enforce closure 
at dusk
• The Alexander F. Jankowski 
Community Center at 1 Olive 
Street will allow public to visit 
the Office of Vital Statistics, by 
appointment only.
•Code Enforcement Department 
will have the 1 st floor recep-
tionist area open to assist resi-
dents with their code issues. All 
other offices will be closed and 
or by appointment only.
•The Department of Public 
works will remain in operation 
for garbage collection and sani-
tation.
•Public Safety will remain in 
full operation and will ensure 
enforcement of the city-wide 
State of Emergency Executive 
Order.
•Alternate side street cleaning is 
canceled until further notice

PREVENTION AND 
WELLNESS

It is important to stay up-
to-date by visiting the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s(CDC) website. 
Here are some everyday preven-
tative measures you can follow 
(as instructed by the CDC):
•Wash your hands often with 
soap and water for at least 20 

seconds, especially after going 
to the bathroom; before eating; 
and after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing;
•Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose, and mouth with unwashed 
hands;
•If soap and water are not read-
ily available, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol;
•Avoid close contact with peo-
ple who are sick; the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
recommends that people keep a 
distance of six feet from others 
to avoid spreading or catching 
of the virus;
•Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces us-
ing a regular household cleaning 
spray or wipe;
Sign up for Coronavirus Noti-
fications:
For the emergency updates and 
up-to-date notifications, resi-
dents are encouraged to text 
their zip code to 888777. I en-
courage our residents to fol-
low these rules to help prevent 
the spread and infection of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), es-
pecially amongst elderly and 
those with underlying medical 
conditions. In times of crisis, 
we are reminded of our strength 
and courage as a community. 
As your mayor, I thank you for 
your cooperation so that our of-
fice and community partners can 
provide seamless care to the res-
idents of Perth Amboy.
Yours truly,

Wilda Diaz
Mayor of Perth Amboy
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Correction
PERTH AMBOY – During 
the discussion in the 2/24/20 
Caucus Meeting, there was 
mention of proper proce-
dures the Fire Department 
will undertake after a fire. 
What Council President Bill 
Petrick actually said was, 
“In the Fire Department, 
we do a run-through after a 
fire incident to see what we 
did right or wrong.”

Coronavirus and PARA Top List of Subjects Discussed
3/11/20 Council Meeting

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – Deputy Po-
lice Chief Lawrence Cattano 
presented an update of what the 
city is doing in response to the 
public’s concerns of the out-
break of the corona virus. He 
stated, “There is cross-training 
in all departments so that there 
is more than one person who 
can be assigned to do needed 
tasks. We are making sure that 
all necessary equipment is 
sanitized and there are enough 
cleaning supplies on hand. We 
are coordinating efforts with 
our hospitals, nursing homes, 
schools, and medical entities.”
   Business Administrator Fred-
erick Carr had some comments 
concerning Code Blue situa-
tions, “There should be a 6-foot 
distance from individuals who 
may be suffering symptoms. 
Clean your work area with 
wipes and disinfectants. Make 
sure you always wash your 
hands.”
   Cattano then continued, “If 
someone comes into the hos-
pital with symptoms and fur-
ther testing is needed, samples 
are then sent to the state. If it's 
warranted, the state will send 
samples to the CDC. I was re-
cently on a conference call with 
the White House. We discussed 
small business loans with low 
interest. The department of edu-
cation is looking to relaxing the 
rules for those to graduate. We 
may recoup monies due to the 
corona virus if we have to use 
additional manpower.” Cattano 
also talked about the possibility 
of closing of schools and peo-
ple who display mild symptoms 
may have to do self-isolation. 
People can also pay their bills 
for taxes and water online.
   For the first public portion 
on agenda items only, Resident 
Ken Balut came up first. He re-
ferred to R-115-3/20 – A haz-
ardous discharge site remedia-
tion grant from the Department 
of Environmental Protection. 
He talked about the Kushner 
properties again, and that a de-
veloper was given $5 million 
for their land. “It’s taken $20 
million to clean up the place. 
This is a $9 million grant and 
it’s disgusting to give it to a de-
veloper. Since 2006, the Kush-
ner properties have been a rat-
hole. Kushner has been selling 
condos in Long Branch for $2.5 
million for one condo. When I 
and Fernando Gonzalez were 
on the council, we wanted to 
break Kushner’s contract. Code 
Enforcement does nothing, and 
you should have the state in-
vestigate that department. Take 
control of PARA.”
  Resident Stanley Sierakowski 
came up next. “Kushner has 
interest in that property (dis-
cussed on R-115). His contract 
is voidable and that property is 
probably worth double that was 
paid for the land. Get a quali-
fied lawyer. They may think 
you are not qualified to make 
decisions. The mayor extended 
the contract that you can void.”
   Sierakowski again urged the 
council to table R-100 (Re-
funding money to Seabra’s 
Armory for the Family Day 
Event). “The Armory prevented 

residents from parking in their 
lot. You loaned the Armory 
$400,000 and that money was 
not paid back.”
   Vince Mackiel came up next. 
He had concerns about the new 
road by Second Street. “You 
need to look that along with 
what you want to do with the 
road along First Street (to re-
lieve the congestion for the 
schools and the residents). You 
will be giving up recreational 
space.” 
   Mackiel was also concerned 
that the city was not doing 
enough when it came to deal 
with the corona virus. “We’ve 
lost facilities in Perth Amboy 
and we need spaces to add new 
beds. For the underinsured, 
there will not be enough doc-
tors. We need new hospitals. 
China added new beds over-
night. We need new hospitals. 
The city should apply for new 
beds now and have this as a pri-
mary obligation.”
   Carr responded, “It was ware-
houses that were turned into 
hospitals (in China). Putting an 
application in for new hospitals 
is not viable. We have a robust 
health system.”
   Cattano came up to address 
Mackiel, “I’ve been employed 
for 30 years at Robert Wood 
Johnson and Perth Amboy Hos-
pital. There are areas in those 
hospitals that could be convert-
ed into treatment areas. Large 
tents have been ordered for 
Perth Amboy and Old Bridge. 
Statewide. We have EMS, Task 
Forces, and Field Hospitals, but 
there is certain information that 
cannot be divulged for security 
purposes. We have many emer-
gency situations protocols in 
place.”
   There was a lengthy discus-
sion concerning the ordinance 
entitled: Wreckers (Towers). 
Council President William Pet-
rick had questions regarding 
storage fees, call cancellations, 
how fees are displayed on the 
tow truck vehicles, and fees that 
are charged by the towers when 
cars are left in their garages for 
an extended period of time. Pet-
rick was concerned that consid-
ering the city’s average income 
level, he felt the fees were too 
steep.
   Later during the public por-
tion, Adele Tawfik came up and 
explained, “When it came to 
pick up oil spills, depending on 
the spill, it’s 5-6 gallons of an-
tifreeze in an average car. The 
labor charge is only one aspect. 
There are a lot of components 
involved.” He responded to 
Petrick’s statement, Tawfik an-
swered, “When a car is towed, 
they should have 12 hours of 
free storage before they pick it 
up. I feel that 8 hours is enough 
time. Nobody disappears from 
their car for more that 8 hours. 
The rates are pretty fair, and we 
are below what the fees that the 
state charges. There is a fatal-
ity every 6 days for tow drivers. 
Give us what we deserve. We 
have been going through this 
for the last 10 years.”
   Another tower who has a com-
pany on Second Street talked 
about the fees he incurs just 
when he has to get someone to 

start a truck just to go out. I lose 
almost $100 a day on cleanups. 
Transmission fluid is the most 
dangerous to clean up. If there 
is an accident involving glass, 
it may take us from 1-2 hours 
to do that. With some of these 
fees, we are not even breaking 
even. Sometimes we don’t get 
any payment for the cleanups.”
  When it came to vote on the 
resolution, R-93 thru R-114 and 
R-118 thru R-120 was moved 
by Councilman Fernando Irizar-
ry and seconded by Councilman 
Joel Pabon. 
   R-116 – Overriding the May-
or’s veto of an ordinance dis-
solving PARA and designating 
the city council as the rede-
velopment entity for the city 
of Perth Amboy and enjoining 
those previously approved rede-
velopment projects identified in 
this ordinance pending review 
and further action by the city 
council.
   R-117 – Overriding the May-
or’s veto of an ordinance en-
titled “An ordinance to amend 
an ordinance entitled Redevel-
opment adopted May 28. 1997 
a.k.a. Chapter 99 et seq. of the 
code of the city of Perth Amboy.
   R-116 and R-117 were pulled 
to be voted on separately. When 
it came to vote, Councilman 
Fernando Irizarry and Council-
man Joel Pabon voted “No”. 
Councilman Helmin Caba, 
Councilwoman Milady Tejeda, 
and Council President Bill Pet-
rick voted “Yes”. Motion did 
not pass (4 votes were needed 
to pass the resolutions involving 
PARA).
   The reasons that were giv-
en for voting “No” are that 
Irizarry was concerned about 
the onslaught of lawsuits from 
developers that were already 
approved for their projects. Pet-
rick reminded Irizarry that Perth 
Amboy is “hot property” for de-
velopers. “And presently PARA 
is operating fast and loose. We 
need to look at the projects that 
had caused them to lose money. 
There were decisions made by a 
small group of people.”
   Tejeda agreed with Petrick, 
“We have to take the bull by the 
ring.”
   Petrick also stated, “Every-
one is suing us already. We 
don’t review everything that 
PARA is doing now.” Tejeda 
also questioned R-115 dealing 
with property for remediation 
that still belongs to the city. She 
questioned, “What will happen 
to that grant money if we turn 
down that resolution?”
   B.A. Carr responded, “If we 
don’t use the grant, it would go 
somewhere else.”
 Public Portion:
   Resident Balut came up, 
“PARA has been a scam since 
the Joe Vas situation. There’s 
no overlook on the Kushner 
property and Kushner keeps 
benefiting. Former B.A. Peter 
Pellisier told me we are getting 
$4 million from Kushner. The 
city is now faced with over a 
million-dollar lawsuit the police 
filed under an unfair labor prac-
tice. The firemen contract starts 
at $41,000 for the first year. I 
guess other employees are more 
important than the police who 

should be at least on the equal 
level than the firemen. You guys 
changed the police contract af-
ter they agreed to it.”
   Irizarry challenged Balut and 
stated, “That doesn’t change 
what the police agreed to in the 
past.”
   Balut came back and said, 
“When I was negotiating the 
contract for the police depart-
ment, they all got raises.” Balut 
told the council that they need 
to read the unfair labor practices 
against them. You don’t read the 
lawsuits because no one cares.”
   Stanley Sierakowski came up. 
“The council can save money 
with property such as Simpson 
Methodist Church Clock. I’m 
not against fixing the clock, but 
you need to see what the indi-
vidual contract called for. May-
be you can get the state or the 
church to accept responsibility 
for the cost. Go higher to the 
state church. Maybe they could 
help out.”
   Resident and businesswoman 
Sharon Hubberman came up. 
She talked about the measures 
taking place regarding the coro-
na virus. “We want to be ahead 
of the curve.” She then tackled 
the two resolutions: R-115 and 
R-116 (regarding PARA). “To 
dissolve the entity is not the di-
rection to go. We have a lot of 
vacancies. You need different 
input and I’m glad the reso-
lutions didn’t pass.” She was 
happy to report the lights in her 
part of town are being fixed. “I 
appreciate the council looking 
out for the residents but regret 
the PBA litigation.”
   Jeremy Baratta came up. 
“I looked at Wilda’s veto let-
ter regarding the two PARA 
resolutions. I’m astounded the 
mayor couldn’t find 7 qualify-
ing people out of a population 
of 60,000 people to apply for 
PARA. I applied and Stanley 
said he applied. I believe that 
Kenny Balut also said he ap-
plied for PARA.” Baratta then 
ask, “What does the word “en-
join” mean?”
   Substitute Law Director Ro-
man B. Himiak  said he couldn’t 
go into more detail.
   Baratta then asked the council 
if the get the PARA minutes. “I 
haven’t seen any PARA meet-
ings posted. Do you get cancel-
lation of your meetings?”
   Petrick replied, “Speaking for 
myself. No.”
   Baratta concluded, “A scheme 
has been said. There’s been en-
cumbered services and land and 
funds going thru PARA.”
   Resident Lisa Nanton came 
up. She congratulated the coun-
cil for holding the line on the 
taxes. The homeowners own 
the burden of property taxes and 
they were not happy with the 
raises going to people who were 
disrespectful during meetings. 
The most valuable real estate in 
the United States is the shore-
line, but PARA does not take 
advantage of it. The mayor ap-
points people to PARA and she 
benefits along with other poli-
ticians who get contributions 
from developers.”
  Nanton then turned her atten-
tion to historic buildings, “We 
suggested the Copperworks 

building could be used as a mu-
seum. The Planning Board was 
asked to tour the building. Only 
Petrick toured the building. The 
Copperworks was a historic 
building which didn’t need to 
be abolished. PARA had a $3 
million debt with nothing to 
show for it.  PARA is not for the 
people. It’s for the politicians.”
Council Comments: 
Before the comments started, 
B.A. Carr wanted to give an up-
date on the barriers on the Rte. 
35 Bridge. “The DOT said they 
won’t remove the barriers. They 
flat out refused.”
   Pabon then commented, 
“Some of the barriers have been 
tipped over for a while which 
shows the DOT hasn’t been that 
area for a while.”
   Irizarry heard the DOT was 
coming to Perth Amboy to dis-
cuss the Rte.35 road.
   Carr responded, “They are 
coming to Perth Amboy to dis-
cuss something else.”
   Irizarry said, “They should 
come at night so people can at-
tend the meetings.”
   Carr said, “I’ll make sure the 
DOT knows this.”
   Helmin Caba had no com-
ments.
   Fernando Irizarry cautioned 
the public, “Don’t make com-
ments that are not verified. Ev-
eryone should remain calm dur-
ing the Corona Virus outbreak.”
   Joel Pabons said, “We are all 
ears and appreciate all you say. 
Not everyone has a computer.” 
He also requested if they get 
the lawsuit filed by the PBA 
filed under unfair labor practice. 
“Stay safe and use common 
sense.”
   Milady Tejeda thanked ev-
eryone who gave an update on 
what’s being implemented in 
the city regarding the corona vi-
rus situation. “North Brunswick 
is closing their schools. Be cau-
tious. We are all going to miss 
Mr. Massopust.”
    Bill Petrick sent his sympa-
thies to Mr. Massopust’s family. 
“Mrs. Massopust, his wife is 
also an educator.” He signed off 
by telling everyone, “Be care-
ful, especially for those with 
compromised immune systems. 
We are all susceptible.” 

Attend Public

 Meetings

Have Your

Voice Heard!
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Anton Massopust
Thanks for the Memories

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

But that distinction did not save it from recent 

destruction.  *File Photo by John K. Dyke

How Much Does Perth Amboy Value Its History?

This building at the Copper Works site was one of 11 
buildings in Perth Amboy on the New Jersey Regis-

ter of Historic Places. *Photo by Renee Skelton

Upon the Passing 
of Mr. Anton J. 

Massopust
   A bright light has gone out 
from the City of Perth Amboy 
with the passing of Mr. Anton 
J. Massopust. He was very ac-
tive in our community, serving 
as the Fire Department Chief, 
Board of Education member, 
and participated in the bicenten-
nial celebration of Perth Am-
boy’s Signing the Bill of Rights 
First, which are just some of his 
many pursuits.
   But what I remember him for 
most, was his time as a biology 
teacher in Perth Amboy High 
School. He made learning inter-
esting as well as fun, with trips 

to the Pine Barrens, and a sense 
of humor which brightened our 
days. As chair of the Science 
Department, we visited a room 
in his office that had animals 
which he rescued. 
   He also had a great love for 
the history of our city. “Mr. 
Mass,” as we called him, led 
the archeological excavations at 
the Proprietary House and other 
locations. It was a real learn-
ing experience to actually touch 
history, to make it become real 
while finding artifacts. 
   Mr. Mass was a role model to 
students, many of whom looked 
up to him as a father-figure for 
his wise counsel. He was a mor-
al man who shared his faith in 
God with others.
   His wife, Marcella, was also 

an educator, an art teacher, who 
inspired her students to excel. 
City Hall has a mural depict-
ing the branches of our mili-
tary which she supervised her 
students to paint. Together, the 
Massopusts shared their con-
cern, time, and talent for the 
youth of our city.
   I would like to extend my con-
dolences to the entire family, 
Mrs. Mass, Katherine and her 
husband, Paul, and Anton III.
   Although he is no longer 
among us, Mr. Mass will con-
tinue to live on in the happy 
memories that we have of him, 
and in the difference that he 
made to help so many other 
people.

Marianne Zanko Komek

   This massive brick building 
stood for about 120 years at the 
southern end of Elm Street—
the main office for what was 
Anaconda Copper. The build-
ing was listed in the New Jersey 
Register of Historic Places—
one of just 11 buildings in Perth 
Amboy with that distinction. 
Unfortunately, that didn’t save 
it from destruction. It’s now 
gone, demolished just a few 
weeks ago to extend a planned 
parking lot. 
Our Hall of Shame
The list of major pieces of this 
city’s history that have been de-
molished for the most trivial of 
reasons is an amazing one. The 
Hall of Shame includes the In-
ness House, listed in both the 
New Jersey and National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. It was 
pulled down in 1993 for a ham-
burger place. Now it’s an empty 
lot next to a car wash. In 2019 
the owners of the Parkhurst 
House, a mid-19th century 
home on outer Smith Street 
that was part of the Eagleswood 
community and most likely a 
stop on the Underground Rail-
road, had it demolished. The 
debris-strewn lot remains emp-
ty. The latest on this list is the 
destruction of this 120-year-old 
Anaconda Copper administra-
tion building. Why? Because 
Home Depot, the new occupant 
of the gargantuan warehouses 
going up on the Copper Works 
site, demanded that the prop-
erty owner/developer clear the 

spot where the historic building 
stood for additional parking.
   There is a second smaller 
building, the “Lab Building,” 
across from where the admin-
istration building stood. The 
property owner, Duke Realty, 
has made a commitment to re-
hab that building for city offices 
and public bathrooms. But that 
doesn’t make up for the loss of 
the much larger and more im-
pressive administration build-
ing, which should have been 
saved as well—and could have 
been repurposed for use by the 
community.
   The city was offered the build-
ing at some point in the process, 
but didn’t have the money in its 
budget to restore and maintain 
it. Unfortunately, the historic 
preservation commission or 
others that might have been able 
to locate sources of alternate 
funding to save a building on 
the New Jersey Register of His-
toric Places were not brought 
into the decision-making pro-
cess. Yes, the building was in 
private hands, and it would have 
been expensive to rehab it. But 
threatened buildings that are 
listed in the National or State 
Register often attract attention 
and funding that other buildings 
do not. Unfortunately, at this 
point we’ll never know what 
could have been done—and this 
historic building is gone.
Perth Amboy’s Industrial 
Heritage
The building that was just de-

molished was one of the last 
links to the city’s industrial past. 
Built in about 1898, it was the 
main office for Anaconda Cop-
per, the first of the city’s major 
industrial giants. At its height, 
Anaconda Copper employed 
2500 workers and produced al-
most 500 million pounds of re-
fined copper each year. 
  Anaconda Copper, National 
Lead, American Smelting and 
Refining, General Cable, Chev-
ron—all were part of an indus-
trial engine that drove the econ-
omy of this city during the early 
to mid-20th century. These in-
dustries left a legacy of contam-
ination that we are still dealing 
with today. Yet they also played 
a huge part in building the blue-
collar working-class commu-
nity that thrived in Perth Amboy 
for much of the 20th century. 
Just about all vestiges of that in-
dustrial heritage are gone—with 
the tiny Lab Building just about 
the only piece that remains.
  People in Perth Amboy talk 
endlessly about their pride in 
our history, about the impor-
tance of history. But historic 
buildings are our history—in 
brick, mortar, wood, and stone. 
Whether residential, commer-
cial, or industrial, they are a 
tangible link to the people and 
events of the past. 
   Preserving historic buildings 
while adapting them to new 

*Continued on Page 6

   I remember being invited to the 
Calendar Dance that has been 
held for a number of years at 
Ukrainian Assumption Church. 
I was pleasantly surprised to 
see all the tables decorated for 
the 4 seasons and songs to ac-
company each of the months. 
There was one year when Mr. 
and Mrs. Massopust along with 
their son, Anton dressed in Civil 
War garb to get into the spirit of 
the month they were represent-
ing. There was another time at 
the dance when Mrs. Massopust 
wore this beautiful outfit which 
originally, she had bought to 
go to a wedding reception. I re-
member when I complemented 
her on her attire, she told me 
she was not going to let that 
dress go to waste. Besides the 
good company and good food, I 
loved when the Massopust fam-
ily got up to dance to a couple 
of fast dances and I joined in 
with them. My favorite part of 
the evening when it came to 
music was to see Mr. and Mrs. 
Massopust dancing to Elvis 
Presley’s version of “I Can’t 
Help Falling in Love with You.” 
Sometimes they would spoil me 
when returning from their vis-
its at Culvers Lake and bring 
me back a couple of pieces of 
Dales Fried Chicken. When I 
offered to pay them for it, they 
refused my money. I loved how 
Mr. Massopust would address 
his wife by calling her Marcy. 
Katherine would show me pic-
tures she took of her parents 
when they vacationed in Cape 
May, Wildwood, and from day 
trips to the Great Swamp. They 
were so relaxed and happy, and 
I love to see couples who have 
been married for decades enjoy 
each other’s company. There 
are 2 stories in my mind that 
Katherine told me. One how she 
and her mother got up very ear-
ly to take pictures of the sunrise 
down the Waterfront. The other 
stunning picture took of her fa-
ther fishing in Sunset Beach, 
Cape May. It’s a very unique 
shot. 
   One of adventures that Kath-
erine and I had was trying to 
find the gravesite of Marcus 
Spring in Alpine Cemetery. Her 
father knew where the grave 
was and told us where exactly 
in the cemetery where to find it. 
We followed the directions and 
we still couldn’t find it, but I 
was pleasantly surprised when I 
saw the magnificent monument 
that said Massopust on it which 
were his ancestors who served 

in the civil war. Another pleas-
ant discovery, I have a penchant 
to always look at buildings, es-
pecially when they are older. 
One building caught my eye, it 
had the name of Massopust on 
top of the façade. I asked Mr. 
Massopust about it and he was 
telling me the Massopusts had 
businesses in town a long time 
ago. 
   I also like when they had their 
famous picnics in the backyard. 
Mr. Massopust loved to use the 
grill and the smoker to make his 
famous ribs, hamburgers, and 
chicken. Anton made lemonade 
and Mrs. Massopust made pota-
to salad. Mr. Massopust always 
liked people to critique his ribs 
as if he was a contestant on Iron 
Chef. He was one of a kind and 
I was fortunate enough to be one 
of the attendees when Joanie, 
Mrs. Massopust’s sister threw 
a party for their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary in 2014. One of the 
souvenirs was a bottle of water 
with the label of Mr. and Mrs. 
Massopust on it. I still have that 
bottle and believe it or not it still 
has water in it. To me, it was one 
of the nicest souvenirs I ever 
kept.
   I remember when Mrs. Masso-
pust was telling a story of when 
she decided she wanted to marry 
him and told her mother. “But 
mom, I love him.” Her voice 
changed as she told the story 
back to that young girl in love. 
Her face lit up. It was like as she 
remembered that moment as she 
went back in time. 
   Mr. Massopust told the story 
of how he was an event and 
talking to an older man who told 
him that he better not let that girl 
get away. When he told that sto-
ry, his expression also changed. 
They had a lot in common being 
educators, and having a goal, 
and being on the same page. 
   I’m not saying they always 
had smooth sailing, but some-
times you have to ride through 
tough times. And it’s how you 
react to those tough times that 
tells how strong a marriage you 
have. There are other stories that 
can be told about Mr. and Mrs. 
Massopust on their many trips 
by Katherine and Anton. 
   Thank God there are so many 
great memories that Mrs. Mas-
sopust, Katherine, and Anton 
have to cherish. 
  As for myself, I am grateful 
that they graciously welcomed 
me to share some of those mo-
ments and memories with them. 
C.M.  
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Proprietary 

House Open
PERTH AMBOY - The Pro-
prietary House, the last official 
Royal Governor’s residence 
still standing in the original 13 
colonies, is open every Wednes-
day from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
for tea and tours.  Tea  is served 
in our atmospheric candle-lit 
wine cellar, and includes our de-
licious homemade desserts and 
assorted teas. A $10 donation, 
$5 for children under 12, covers 
both the tea and a mansion. 
   Although the house is still in 
the process of being restored, 
some rooms have been newly 
decorated. Go back in time and 
learn about William Franklin 
and other residents of the house. 
It’s a perfect way to spend a 
pleasant afternoon. The gift 
shop is also open.
   Groups are welcome, although 
reservations are required for 
groups over six people. The 
Proprietary House is located at 
149 Kearny Ave., Perth Amboy, 
NJ. Tel. 732-826-5527 E-mail: 
info@proprietaryhouse.org. 
Follow us on our website, www.
theproprietaryhouse.org and or/
Facebook. 

IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE.......................................... 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.

ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.

IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.

IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.
IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.
ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.
AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.
ANDERL & OAKLEY PC ................................................................ 309 MAPLE ST.
THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.

BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738 STATE ST.
C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.
CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.
CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.

COPA DE ORO .................................................................................... 306 SMITH ST.
DUNKIN DONUTS ........................................................................ 587 FAYETTE ST.
EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.
ELIZABETH CORNER ..................................................................... 175 HALL AVE.
FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.

FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.
HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.
INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.

JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.

JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.
LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.
LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.
MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ...............................................788 CONVERY BLVD.
PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.
PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.
PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.
PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.

PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.

QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.
QUICK STOP DELI .......................................................................814 AMBOY AVE.
QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.
QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.

RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.
SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.
SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.
SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.
SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.
SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.
TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.
TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 238 SMITH ST.
WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.
ZPA ...................................................................................................... 281 GRACE ST.

IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.
SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.
SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT .............................................................. 111 MAIN ST.

IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.
SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ......................................................100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 

CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY
COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.

KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY

KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 

SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.
WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY

IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.

MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.
NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
WED. Mar. 23 City Council, Caucus, 4:30 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
WED Mar. 25 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
THURS. Mar. 26 Historic Preservation Commission, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.
THURS. Apr. 2 Board of Education, 5:30 p.m.
   PAHS, Eagle Ave.
South Amboy
WED. Mar. 18 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
   City Hall, N. Broadway

Check the City Website to see if the meeting will take place

WED. Apr. 1 City Council, Business, 6 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

*Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on 

meeting times and places

Kearny 

Cottage Open
PERTH AMBOY - Come visit 
the historic home of Commo-
dore Lawrence Kearny. The 
Cottage is located at 63 Catalpa 
Ave, Perth Amboy, and is open 
on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and the 
last Sunday of the month from 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. by appointment. 
The Kearny Cottage needs your 
help.  Anyone interested in join-
ing the Kearny Cottage Histori-
cal Association please contact 
732-293-1090. We are on the 
web!   www.KearnyCottage.org

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Historic Surveyor 

General's Office
PERTH AMBOY - The His-
toric Surveyor General's Office, 
which is adjacent to Perth Am-
boy City Hall, is now open for 
tours. At one time, this structure 
was the meeting place of the 
East Jersey Board of Propri-
etors & housed their records. 
Presently the Surveyor Gener-
al's Office is displaying artifacts 
from the John Watson (1685-
1768) archaeological site along 
with other items from Perth 
Amboy's rich history. Perth 
Amboy history DVDs are also 
available.
   Free tours are available 
Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fri-
days from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Clubs, classrooms & 
groups are welcome. Come & 
view this newly restored build-
ing! 

Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz 

Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!

Do not think that any call or report is too small

Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Please Submit Your Events 

to AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Attention! Our Newspaper is available at 

Shop-Rite, Perth Amboy at the Courtesy Counter! 

Important!
   Always call ahead of time 
to make sure any event you 
intend to attend will take 
place.
   The  Amboy Guardian 
will only put a cancellation 
notice in if we receive notice 
from the organizer of the 
event.
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How Much Does Perth Amboy
Value Its History?

Letters to the Editor
*Continued from Page 4

uses should always be preferred 
to demolition. We only have to 
look to other towns around the 
country—many right here in 
New Jersey—that preserved 
historic industrial buildings 
and repurposed them. In Tren-
ton, 100-year-old industrial 
buildings of the Roebling Wire 
Works, which produced cable 
for the Brooklyn Bridge and the 
Golden Gate Bridge, are being 
developed into “Roebling Cen-
ter,” which will house a mixture 
of entertainment, retail, office, 
and residential space. In Pat-
erson, several industrial build-
ings that were once textile mills 
are now home to art galleries, a 
museum, banquet facilities, and 
residences. Several other cit-
ies around the state, including 
Newark, Jersey City, and Cam-
den, have presided over creative 
reuse of industrial buildings. 
A Better Future for Our Past
   A city like Perth Amboy, with 
all of its challenges, must use 
all of the tools in its toolbox for 
economic development. One of 
those tools is heritage tourism—
using the city’s historic assets to 
attract people from other places 
to visit, with the resulting effect 
of boosting local restaurants 
and other businesses. Perth 
Amboy cannot attract heritage 
tourists or heritage businesses 
if it does not protect its historic 
buildings and historic districts, 
which are the anchors of any 
such initiative.
   We can’t allow the destruc-
tion of our heritage to continue. 
Perth Amboy must give con-
crete protection to its historic 
resources in local law. Historic 
buildings worthy of preser-
vation should be listed in the 
city’s Master Plan as such. Any 
requested alteration or destruc-

tion of these historic buildings 
should be a matter of pubic 
discussion and scrutiny—with 
such proposals undergoing re-
view by the historic preserva-
tion commission, the planning 
board, and professionals with 
expertise in historic preserva-
tion.
   The preservation of heritage 
in Perth Amboy requires more 
of us to be Keepers—protectors 
of that which has been passed 
down to us, with the sole mis-
sion to let it survive for future 
generations. Keepers don’t bar-
gain away heritage. They don’t 
give permision to others to de-
stroy it. They keep it and protect 
it for posterity. This city has lost 
too much already.

********************
   We didn’t succeed in saving 
the Copper Works building—
but not for lack of trying. Those 
who helped in that effort de-
serve thanks: 
• From the Proprietary House 
Association: Lisa Nanton and 
Mary Ellen Pavlovsky
• From the Historic Preservation 
Commission: Anna Daily, Jens 
Efsen, Phyllis Gianfrancesco, 
Katherine Massopust, and Luis 
Rosario
• From the City Council: Coun-
cilman Joel Pabon and Council 
President William Petrick
   Thanks are also due to Mike 
Davis of Duke Realty for allow-
ing us access to the buildings 
and for being open to saving 
some parts of the building for a 
historical monument on the site. 
Thanks also to city business ad-
ministrator Fred Carr, who was 
made aware of our concerns and 
put us in touch with Duke for 
those discussions.

Renee Skelton

Lions and
Tigers And 

Bears, Oh My!
   This whole Corona thing is out 
of control. Granted it hard not to 
panic when your alleged leaders 
seem to be. If you think there is 
no panic, try to go out and find a 
roll of toilet paper.
   I’ve always hated crowds from 
the get go, so I’m not too wor-
ried about going to mass gath-
erings, but canceling events 
and gatherings of 250 people 
or more? I guess 249 are OK. 
This panic is out of control and 
seems to be on the way to get-
ting worse.
   There are some good things 
that may come out of this, like 

the closing of schools. Aside 
from the students being happy, 
that is till they realize that they 
will have to make up the missed 
days in the summer, it has some 
good points.
    If you give all students a lap-
top so that they can learn from 
home, we might realize that 
we can get rid of three quarters 
of our teachers, lower prop-
erty taxes, get rid of annoying 
school buses, not have students 
throwing garbage on our prop-
erties on the way to and from 
schools, and even eliminate 
school shootings.
   I take what I said earlier back, 
lets panic, it might be good for 
all in the long run.

Joe Bayona  

Nice to Know 
and a Necessity

   When we have lawyers mak-
ing laws and educators deciding 
curriculum for school systems, 
I'd say we have a classic case of 
conflict of interests! Although 
society may benefit from this it 
is the lawyers that get wealthy 
and the teachers who get to 
keep their jobs regardless of 
whether or not the subjects that 
they teach ACTUALLY PRE-
PARE our children for life in the 

world of employment. There's 
a big difference between some-
thing that is "nice to know" 
and a necessity, especially now 
when virtually everything can 
be looked up so easily on vari-
ous devices. Too bad most folks 
are duped into thinking that the 
importance of some things is re-
ally not that important!

Sincerely yours, 
The Honorable
Michael J. Rusznak

Crime, Finances, and Renovations

 Topics of Discussion
3/9/20 Caucus

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – Evan Sulli-
van, a NJ Representative came 
before the council to give them 
an update on the new criminal 
justice reform bill. He stated, 
“The reform is working as in-
tended and the jail population 
is lower. Of 1,426 individuals 
on pre-trial release, only 19 of 
those individuals violated the 
pre-trial release and are back 
in custody. Of that total, 13.6% 
were kept in custody. 73 indi-
viduals remained incarcerated 
after the hearing.”
   Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
challenged Sullivan and said, 
“Our police said that bail re-
form is not working. They are 
dealing with career criminals 
who are being released over and 
over again. It is a continuous 
cycle, and they are laughing at 
our officers.”
   Sullivan suggested that these 
complaints should go to your 
state representatives. “The law 
states the accused is innocent 
until proven guilty. When indi-
viduals are released, there are 
several eyes placed on them. 
Reports on their activities are 
given to the prosecutor and the 
judge.”
   Irizarry countered again, “It’s 
the legislators who implement-
ed the law you are upholding.”
   Sullivan responded, “It was a 
public question that was voted 
on. We can only go by what 
the law says. We are not letting 
dangerous people out as they do 
in other states.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
asked, “Is there anything built 
in for repeat offenders?”
   Sullivan responded, “No, but 
the judge and prosecutor have 
to decide which individuals 
should be detained if needed. 
Once someone is released be-
fore the pre-trial, ankle brace-
lets can be placed on them for 
tracking purposes if needed. If 
they step out of line, they can be 
arrested. We’re mostly talking 
about low-level crimes.”
  Council President Petrick 
questioned if muggings and 
robberies would be low-level 
crimes. “Would they be held?”
   Sullivan said, “They may or 
may not be contained.”
   The next presentation was 
given by Neil Grossman who is 
the City Financial Advisor. He 
wanted to present to the council 
how important it is to refinance 
2 bonds: one from 2007 and the 
other from 2012. “By refinanc-
ing these bonds, the city will 
save $1.1 - $1.2 million a year 
between the years 2020 thru 
2031.” He then went on to give 
an example: “Such as a person 
having a mortgage. Suppose 
you had an 8-12 year mortgage 
with an interest rate that would 
be from 5%-12%. You can refi-
nance these two bonds. This is 
the right thing to do.”
   Petrick also stated, “Bonds 
are not part of the stock market, 
which makes them safer.”
   Topic #3 which dealt with the 
Sadowski Parkway project was 
presented by City Engineer Jef-
fery Rauch. “This is a part of the 
plan between the Board of Edu-

cation and the city to change the 
traffic pattern near the Wilentz 
School. There’s not enough 
parking in that area. We’re try-
ing to reconnect part of this 
area to Sadowski Parkway. 
Part of the land we are looking 
at is Green Acres. There has to 
be a tradeoff between the city 
and the school. There may be a 
loophole to connect to Sadows-
ki Parkway. We could connect a 
driveway down First Street go-
ing down to the Sadowski Park-
way entrance. If we relocate 
the bathroom trailers, it could 
free up 86 parking places. If 
you keep those trailers in place, 
we’ll wind up with about 70 
spaces. We also propose making 
that area a two-way during the 
school hours and when school is 
out for the summer.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon spoke 
up and remembered that he was 
part of a project to start this 
about a year ago because they 
want to relieve some of the con-
gestion around the school. I re-
member it was I and the Mayor 
meeting with some of the school 
board members about this prob-
lem. I believe that Milady Teje-
da was on the school board dur-
ing these discussions. During 
the day, it’s hard to get parking 
near the Wilentz school. There’s 
a tenant on Madison Avenue 
who complains about the con-
gestion during the school year 
and also with all the festivals 
taking place at the Waterfront. 
With this new project, it’s a 
win-win for everyone. “
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
spoke up, “I was not involved 
in the discussions involving the 
Sadowski Parkway Project. I 
was involved with the problems 
of traffic congestion at the Pat-
ten School.”
   Councilman Irizarry then 
wondered if the Dominican Fes-
tival would still be able to put 
their rides on the property.
   Rauch responded, “You’ll 
have to talk to the city on how 
to handle this if the plan goes 
through for renovations.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon spoke 
up, “We can’t base our decision 
on how it will affect festivals. 
We have to think about reliev-
ing traffic for the schools and 
residents.”
   Tejeda who is part of the Do-
minican Festival Committee 
said, “I just want to understand 
exactly what land will be a part 
of the parking? I agree that it 
should just be based on the 
needs of the school and the resi-
dents.”
   Rauch continued, “The proj-
ect will cost about $350,000 
and the cost will be between 
the Board of Education and the 

city.”
   Petrick had an alternate pro-
posal which will connect First 
Street with Madison Avenue.
   Pabon spoke up and said, “I 
don’t think that connection 
would work.”
   Rauch continued and said, 
“It’s the drop-offs and pickups 
at the Wilentz School where the 
problem lies.”
   Irizarry ended the discussion 
and stated, “This proposal is 
really looking at putting in an-
other street and not a driveway. 
The problem is that we need 
more enforcement by the school 
now. People double park when 
picking up and dropping off the 
students. The same thing is hap-
pening at the Cruz School.”
   The last topic for discussion 
was the Waters Stadium En-
trance Façade. 
   Councilman Joel Pabon ques-
tioned, “Where are we at in 
this project? I thought we were 
going to reach out to Board of 
Education Secretary Derek Jess 
about the situation. Jess recent-
ly reached out to us (to question 
what is the status of this proj-
ect).”
   Resident Stephanie Márquez-
Villafañe stated, “There has 
been a miscommunication. I 
was in a discussion with the 
Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee. We want to put a fence 
up because the façade is fall-
ing.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
then saw resident John Dyke 
sitting in the audience and stat-
ed, “I see the City Historian is 
here. Maybe he would like to 
add some comments regarding 
this.”
   John Dyke came up to the po-
dium and stated, “I’m not the 
City Historian. That would be 
Tony Massopust who unfortu-
nately just passed away.” Dyke 
then gave a brief overview of 
the importance of the archway. 
“In the 1920’s, Albert G. Waters 
was an auditor for the city. In the 
1930’s, he was a commissioner 
and under him, a boat basin was 
built along with the McWilliam 
Stadium. Waters did a lot for 
the city – more than anybody 
would ever know. It was Re-
inaldo Aviles (who at the time 
was the chair of the Historic 
Preservation Commission) who 
contacted a historic architect. 
This architect stated that the fa-
çade could be restored. The sug-
gested materials are stucco and 
fiberglass, but it won’t last long. 
This was a WPA project which 
was a program under FDR. The 
city has not maintained this 
structure. It’s been neglected 

*Continued on Page 7
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for a long time and not just from 
this administration. There are 
other buildings that have also 
been ignored. I suggest preser-
vation of this structure. It’s not 
historic, but it has great senti-
mental value. It’s been nostalgic 
for decades with graduations 
and football being played here. 
It can be repaired.”
   Someone asked Dyke if he 
knew what the price would be 
between restoring the structure 
or having a new one built. Dyke 
admitted he wouldn’t know, 
“But don’t be pennywise and 
pound foolish.”
   Councilman Irizarry suggest-
ed to restore the façade. 
   Pabon was not so sure, “There 
is a net there now, and the struc-
ture is falling. We need to talk 
more and maybe we can use 
other material than stucco.”
   Dyke still insisted, “It’s be-
cause the structure has been 
ignored for decades.” He also 
wanted to thank Mike Carr who 
is restoring the town clock. He 
thanked Petrick and the Council 
for supporting the restoration of 
that clock. 
   There was a motion made on 
whether or not to restore the 
Waters Stadium Façade. It was 
moved by Irizarry and seconded 
by Joel Pabon for the structure 
to be restored. All councilmem-
bers present agreed. 
Public Portion: 
    Resident Ken Balut came 
up to speak. He was happy 
to report that this is the first 
weekend that he didn’t have to 
take photos of buses parked on 
Bruck Avenue. He again talked 
about how Kushner still owes 
the city money and the vote that 
PARA did involving the latest 
Kushner Project. The tape of 
that meeting should be shown to 
the FBI.” He once again spoke 

about the Batista and Burgos 
cases and the YMCA contract 
“which should have been settled 
a long time ago. You can’t give 
the police a 2% raise. Did any-
body figure out the firemen’s 
contract?” He was still con-
cerned about a judge misusing 
handicapped parking. “The bail 
reform program is a scam. The 
police chief and director should 
have been here to question this 
program. The bail reform may 
work in other towns, but it’s not 
working here.”
   Resident Stanley Sierakows-
ki came up to speak. He ques-
tioned, “Which crimes are ex-
empt from bail reform? What 
is considered a serious crime? 
What towns are these crimes 
happening in (where many 
people are being released from 
jail)? The smaller and lower in-
come towns are the ones being 
negatively affected by the crim-
inal justice reform bill?” 
   Sierakowski then questioned 
Resolution R-100-3/20 – Au-
thorizing $3094 to Seabra’s Ar-
mory for Family Day that was 
paid in error. 
   “Who was the city employee 
who received the check from 
the Armory? Why was the mon-
ey given back to the Armory? 
When did this happen? You 
should table this. When Greg 
Fehrenbach (former B.A.) was 
here, he said that the Armory 
owed us $486,000 because 
of improvements that the city 
made to the Armory property. 
We lost over $400,000 from 
them over the years. Give them 
a $400,000 ten-year loan with 
interest. This could pay for a lot 
of salaries.”
   Deputy Chief Larry Cattano 
came up in response to some 
of the questions regarding the 
Criminal Justice Reform Bill. 
“There is an added overtime 
cost for the police, because 
now a speedy trial is required. 

We need to have all the paper-
work ready for the prosecutor, 
which is a financial burden to 
us. In the past, the paperwork 
may have taken us a couple of 
days, but now the paperwork 
has to be done the same day. 
That may require an officer to 
work overtime to complete that 
task. There is a public safety 
score which determines if a per-
son is held or released and this 
is determined by what’s written 
in the bail reform law. I didn’t 
know beforehand that there 
would be a gentleman here to 
discuss the Criminal Justice Re-
form Bill. 
   After Cattano finished talking, 
Adele Tawfik who has a towing 
company came up to discuss 
some of the items of concerns 
by the council. “Our insurance 
company needs to see what’s in 
the city’s ordinance when pay-
ing us. We pay a lot money for 
insurance. We need to have to 
have the proper tools as to not 
damage the vehicles. When ap-
proving vehicles for towing 
when the police vehicles are 
used for towing cars, they will 
also need additional items such 
as the proper decals for their 
vehicles. Everything in the or-
dinance should be itemized so 
that the consumers and insur-
ance companies can see what 
they are paying for.”
Council Comments: 
   Councilman Helmin Caba had 
no comments.
   Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
wanted to know, “What are the 
plans regarding the Corona Vi-
rus?
   B.A. Carr answered first, “It’s 
similar to other emergency situ-
ations and the city has been in 
talks with the hospital and the 
Jewish Renaissance.”
   Deputy Chief Cattano came 
up to add to the conversation, 
“The government declared a 
state of emergency to free up 

money. The hospital has isola-
tion wards. There is a statewide 
plan in effect. If a person walks 
into a medical facility, and they 
appear to have the symptoms 
of the virus, they would be iso-
lated. Only the state labs can 
analyze the test. If the results 
are positive, it goes to the CDC 
(Center of Disease Control). 
There are criteria that determine 
if you would be an inpatient or 
outpatient treatment. Quaran-
tines are being taken over by the 
health department. Over 1000 
people perished in New Jersey 
just by the common flu.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
spoke up, “I worked in the hos-
pital and told people you cannot 
just walk into the emergency 
room and ask to be tested. They 
won’t do it. You can’t demand 
to have it done.”
   Cattano continued, “You 
have to meet the requirements 
through the checklist for people 
who may be suspected of hav-
ing the Corona virus.”
   Council President Petrick 
interjected, “They don’t want 
people coming in who just have 
a runny nose to be tested.”
   Cattano continued, “People 
should check with their lo-
cal physician first. We are also 
meeting with the nurses who 
are in charge in the different 
schools.” 
   Cattano then answered a ques-
tion from Petrick dealing with 
the collapse of a building at 51 
Washington St. “Heavy timber 
construction may have caused 
the collapse.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon said, 
“There are people who question 
who is in charge of the walkway 
underneath the Yacht Club steps 
leading to Sadowski Parkway. 
It’s very dark at night. It needs 
to be lit. Who does the lighting 
belong to: the city or the Yacht 
Club? They have the dog poop 
dispensers down the waterfront, 

but there are never any bags in 
the machines. I want to congrat-
ulate the 5 new police officers 
who recently graduated. People 
are also complaining about a 
bodega who is receiving unfro-
zen meat. Did the health depart-
ment get involved? Could it be 
there’s a war going on between 
different stores? There was raw 
meat being delivered to a store 
with blood coming out of it.” 
He then questioned the big fire 
on Market Street and the col-
lapse on Washington Street. He 
also wanted to congratulate the 
police department who rescued 
a boater. “There was a fire by 
the Landings.”
   Deputy Chief Cattano an-
swered the questions, “There 
were three people rescued at 
the fire on Market Street which 
started in the basement. We’re 
working with Code Enforce-
ment to check who was living in 
that structure. All the occupants 
escaped. With the collapse of 
the other building (on Washing-
ton Street), there were signs of 
human life and the building had 
to be taken down.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
thanked the fire and police de-
partment for what they do. “I 
also reached out to the Board 
of Education about Styrofoam 
used in the schools. They are 
looking to replace them. My 
prayers and condolences to the 
Massopust family. I and the en-
tire community will miss Mr. 
Massopust.”
   Council President William 
Petrick stated how Anton Mas-
sopust touched many lives. “He 
was a volunteer with the First 
Aid Squad and served the Fire 
Department until the very end. 
He was the city historian and he 
was involved in so many things 
with many contributions which 
will be hard to beat.”
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Anton J. Massopust
November 23, 1940 – March 7, 2020

PERTH AMBOY – Anton Mas-
sopust was a lifelong resident of 
Perth Amboy whose ancestors 
from Perth Amboy fought in the 
Civil War. His father’s family 
were businessowners. Anton’s 
father died when he was 3 years 
old. Anton was raised by his 
mother, Anne. Anton Massopust 
graduated from Perth Amboy 
High School in 1958 with an in-
terest in science, nature, and the 
fire department.
   He went to college and gradu-
ated from Villanova University 
in 1962 with a B.S. in biology, 
a minor in chemistry, and a con-
centration in religion. He faced 
hardship when his mother, Anne 
Massopust, long time art teacher 
in Perth Amboy High School 
lost her battle with breast can-
cer. Alone at age 22 Anton 
Massopust continued his vol-
unteer work as a Scoutmaster 
of Troop 10 from Perth Amboy, 
organizing camp activities. He 
had earned the honor of Eagle 
Scout previously and volun-
teered many hours with the Boy 
Scouts. Anton Massopust de-
cided to become a teacher and 
always said, “When a carpenter 
builds a house and drives by it, 
he’ll say I built that house. A 
teacher helps build people. My 
students have become firefight-
ers, EMT’s, biologists, teach-
ers, politicians and many other 
vocations. I was a part of that, 
building their future. Teaching 
can be tough. You can’t rest, 
and you always must be on your 
toes. Every day is opening day 
on Broadway, and you are the 
star.”
   Anton Massopust taught biol-
ogy since the day he signed the 
contract with Perth Amboy High 
School. His love for nature es-
pecially small animals stems 
from his boy scout days where 
his scout leader, Mr. Nestle took 
him all over New Jersey to such 
places as the Great Swamp and 
the Pine Barrens. 
   He was a volunteer firefighter 
in the PAFD since age 21 and 
continued to be active in the 
fire department until his death. 
Combining two of his most fa-
vorite activities, teaching and 
firefighting, Anton Massopust 
taught firefighting in Perth Am-
boy along with EMT and nu-
merous other courses.  
   At age 24 he married Marcella 
Zaleski, native of Perth Amboy 
and graduate of NYU and Par-
son’s School of Design and an 
Art Teacher of 44 years in the 
Perth Amboy School System. 
Later he became the father of 
two children, daughter, Kather-
ine, and son Anton. Throughout 
his lifetime, he served as an of-
ficer on 3 historical commit-
tees including President of the 
Kearny Cottage Association for 
many years, Vice President of 
the Waterfront Association (an 
organization for the preserva-
tion of Perth Amboy’s Water-
front) and a trustee in the Propri-
etary House. In the late 1960’s 
to early 1970’s Tony Massopust 
served as supervisor of Archeo-
logical studies in Perth Amboy. 
This included excavations at the 
Proprietary House and the Wa-
terfront Area. In 1974 Mr. Mas-
sopust was Chairman of the City 
of Perth Amboy Beautification 
Program.
   In 1976 Anton Massopust was 
Chairman of the Perth Amboy 
Bicentennial Commission. An-
ton Massopust organized many 
events and coordinated the cel-
ebration throughout the year. He 
received a citation from Presi-
dent Gerald Ford for his work in 
the Bicentennial. Anton Masso-

pust was also a trustee and the 
Historic Fair Chairman for the 
Celebrate Perth Amboy Festival. 
In the early 1980’s, Mr. Masso-
pust served as YCC advisor for 
Cheesequake Park, in which he 
built boardwalks and marked 
the trails at Cheesequake.
   Anton Massopust was Sci-
ence Department Head at Perth 
Amboy High School for over 
33 years. He taught his favor-
ite subject, biology and was 
beloved by many students who 
often speak fondly of Biology 
BSCS at Perth Amboy High 
School. During this time, Mr. 
Massopust served through 3 
Middle States Evaluations, 3 
State Monitoring Visitations 
and served on a visiting team 
for Middle States Evaluations. 
Mr. Massopust designed the sci-
ence curriculum at PAHS were 
a variety of in-service programs 
and assemblies. In addition to 
basic Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics, included in the curricu-
lum were such subjects as As-
tronomy, Criminology, Ecology, 
Marine Science, and Anatomy 
& Physiology. Anton Massopust 
attended the State Education 
Academy, always improving his 
skills as both a teacher and de-
partment chairman. 
   He received his M.S. in Super-
vision in 1976 from Monmouth 
College and served on 10 com-
mittees during his 33-year run 
as PAHS Science Department. 
He received the esteemed Gov-
ernor’s Teacher Award for ex-
cellence in teaching in 1987. 
   At Perth Amboy High School, 
Anton Massopust was active 
in student life, the advisor of 8 
clubs including: The Biology 
Club, Military Modeling Club, 
Tropical Fish Club, Ecology 
Club, N.J. History Club, Soft-
ball Club, Angling Club, and 
Environmental Club. The biol-
ogy club featured trips to the 
Pine Barrens canoeing down the 
Wading River and a trip to the 
Pine Barrens experiencing na-
ture. 
   Anton Massopust was also ac-
tive in the athletic department. 
He served as Athletic Trainer 
for 19 years in PAHS as a State 
Licensed Trainer. He was Girls 
Softball Coach in both Ho-
pelawn Little League and Perth 
Amboy High School (a combi-
nation of 11 years). That is a to-
tal of 24 years of active service 
in the athletic department. He 
was a judge in the Decathlon 
of Knowledge for 3 years. He 
also participated in the “Faculty 
Follies”, a teacher’s show pre-
sented annually at PAHS dur-
ing the 1980’s. Anton Masso-
pust initiated the Night School 
Gardening Program and ran a 
Nature Program for the Special 
Education Camp Outs. He de-
signed an outdoor program for 
the G&T Students. He served as 
CYO advisor for Saint Mary’s 
Church for 14 years and served 
as president of the PTA for 8 
years at Ukrainian Assumption 
School. He was a member of the 
Holy Name Society of Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church of the As-
sumption, and a member of the 
Ukrainian Assumption Church 
Cultural Festival Committee. 
   His service is undisputed in 
the community. Anton Masso-
pust served as Grand Marshal of 
the 1994 Crop Walk. He has also 
served on the advisory commit-
tee of the Crompton-Chevron-
Kindermorgan Community Ad-
visory Panel and was president. 
He has served the city of Perth 
Amboy as Democratic Commit-
teeman for Ward 3 District 2.
   Of all of Anton Massopust’s 

accomplishments the one most 
dear to him was his service to 
the Perth Amboy Fire Depart-
ment. He was a volunteer fire-
fighter since he was 21 years 
old and has now served for 59 
years. During 1984-1987 An-
ton J. Massopust served as Fire 
Chief in the City of Perth Am-
boy. He has attended State, 
County and National Fire Acad-
emies and has taken over 36 dif-
ferent courses in Fire Science. 
These include: Arson Detection, 
Hazmat Awareness, the State 
Police Bomb School and Emer-
gency Response to Terrorism 
Incidents plus a lengthy list of 
other fire courses. A Level II fire 
instructor, Mr. Massopust vol-
unteered his time to pass down 
his knowledge of fire science as 
Lieutenant and training officer 
at the Perth Amboy Fire De-
partment. He was an officer for 
many years and has remained 
active for the entire 59 years 
he has been a member of the 
PAFD. Mr. Massopust has also 
served on the Perth Amboy First 
Aid Squad, and still volunteers 
as an EMT, CPR, and Bomb 
awareness instructor. He even 
had a stint teaching fire science 
at the Middlesex County Fire 
Academy.
   Even after Anton Massopust 
retired from teaching at PAHS, 
he continued to teach at Middle-
sex County College both biol-
ogy and the Natural History 
of New Jersey, a popular class 
in which students took trips 
learning all about New Jersey’s 
treasures. He taught as an As-
sociate Professor of Biology 
in Caldwell College, Caldwell 
New Jersey from 2011 to 2016. 
He has also taught at Ukrainian 
Assumption School, Mount 
Saint Mary’s Academy, and St. 
Peter’s High School. 
   Anton Massopust was inducted 
to Perth Amboy High School’s 
Hall of Fame in 2006 for Com-
munity Service and Secondary 
Education. He received a Citi-
zenship Award in 2006 from the 
New Jersey Assembly and Sen-
ate. He received a citation from 
Mayor Wilda Diaz for saving 
a life at a Ukrainian Assump-
tion Church Dance in 2010. He 
was honored by the Knights of 
Columbus earning the Shield 
Award in 2014. He was a mem-
ber of the Perth Amboy Hiberni-
ans.
   Anton Massopust was the City 
Historian in Perth Amboy. He 
served as a member of the Perth 
Amboy Board of Education for 
the year of 2013. He returned to 
serve on the Perth Amboy Board 
of Education from 2016 to 2018 
and again from 2019 to present. 
He served as Chair of the Cur-
riculum Committee. He was 
recently honored by the Boy 
Scouts in 2019 with the Service 
Award.
    Anton Massopust died on 
March 7, 2020. He is survived 
by his wife, Marcella whom he 
was married to for 56 years, son 
Anton Massopust III, daugh-
ter Katherine Massopust, her 
husband Paul W. Wang, and 
sister-in-law Joan Zaleski. He 
is predeceased by his mother 
Anne Hallahan Massopust and 
his father Anton Massopust, his 
mother-in-law Anne Zaleski, 
and father-in-law Vincent Za-
leski. He loved Perth Amboy, 
the town which he was born and 
grew up in and served so well. 
Anton was a man of faith who 
always believed in following 
his principles, love of God and 
neighbor. He will be missed by 
his family, friends, and students.

My Dad

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY - My dad 
liked snakes. I asked him one 
time why he liked snakes. He 
answered, “Because snakes are 
the underdog and no one likes 
snakes, so someone has to like 
them, so I do.”
   He lived his life like that. He 
always stood up for the down-
trodden and the people that 
needed help. If someone had 
a problem, he always helped 
them. That is one of the reasons 
he became a firefighter. To my 
dad, the Fire Department is a 
brotherhood and his fellow fire-
fighters were his family. He was 
there for everyone in life and 
in death. If a fellow firefighter 
needed help, he helped them 
with whatever problem they 
faced. If a firefighter died, he 
was there at every funeral read-
ing the fireman’s prayer.
   He loved nature whatever 
the season was. He loved to 
go down to the Perth Am-
boy Waterfront to look at 
the brant, swans, or ducks or 
whatever creature was visit-
ing down there. He loved the 
Great Swamp and made sure 
he went there every fall to see 
all the colors of the trees. When 
everyone else went shopping 
on Black Friday, my dad went 
to see the snow geese in Brig-
antine. He loved to go to Lan-
caster, not only to eat at Dinni-
er’s or Millers, but to stop, and 
watch the Amish Farmers plow 
their fields, or to buy all the 
many variety of pickles he en-
joyed in Bird-in-Hand Market. 
   He loved Culvers Lake and 
listening to the insects and frogs 
on warm August nights. The lo-
custs, crickets, other insects and 
the frogs were music to his ears. 
He loved to go to Wildwood for 
the Firemen’s Convention, and 
to Cape May in the summer and 
fall, especially to the nature re-
serve there and Sunset Beach to 
watch their flag ceremony. He 
used to ride the bikes across the 
entire boardwalk in Wildwood 
which is around 2 miles. He 
did this until he got too sick in 
2003. (My mom still rode the 
bikes down the whole board-
walk 2 years ago – we both 
did!)
   He was the Science Depart-
ment Head in Perth Amboy 

High School for over 30 years. 
I always remember him feeding 
the rats, mice, hamsters, gerbils, 
Guinee pigs, turtles, snakes, 
frogs, lizards, fish, and every 
other creature in the biology 
department including an alliga-
tor, a skunk, George the Parrot, 
Houdini the Ferret, and Thomas 
the Tarantula.
   Every April 1st he made it a 
point to go to a pond in Culvers 
Lake to get frog eggs for his bi-
ology classes. The frogs always 
laid their eggs on the first day in 
April. Those eggs would even-
tually hatch into tadpoles, then 
transform into polliwogs, then 
frogs. The students saw this 
firsthand. 
   From when the time I was 
11-16, my dad coached the 
Blue Koalas softball team in 
Hopelawn Little League and 
later on the girl’s softball team 
in Perth Amboy High School 
(from my sophomore year to the 
year after I graduated in 1985). 
I remember he had beard bite 
as one of the signals to steal a 
base. Sometimes he would for-
get himself and bite his beard, 
and the runner would go, even 
though it wasn’t a good time.
   He always enjoyed the flea 
market in Culvers Lake. He 
loved to socialize with all the 
characters there, both the deal-
ers or the customers. He would 
go on to run the Culver Lake 
Wicker Outlet and Flea Mar-
ket in the Red Barn for over 30 
years with his partners.
   He always wanted to be the 
tough guy, the "real man," but 
he was tougher than he thought. 
More important than being a 
"real man," he was a good man. 
Daddy was the type of person 
who picked and chose his bat-
tles. If someone wronged him, 
many times he viewed bicker-
ing with them as a waste of his 
time and not worth the aggra-
vation. He felt they had to live 
with what they did.
   He was a man of character, 
and always believed to do what 
is morally right.
   There were many vacations, 
parties, and events that we en-
joyed over all the years. So 
many memories. 
   Miss you, Daddy.

Fishing at Sunset Beach, Cape May
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World War II - 75 Years Ago

By Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed Guard, 
USNR, and all men and women who have answered the country’s call in time of need. Phil can be 
contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.
   In the Pacific, Iwo Jima is declared secured on March 16, 1945, after a month’s fighting, although 
sporadic skirmishing continues as isolated Japanese soldiers emerge from caves and tunnels. Halfway 
around the world, in Europe, the German offensive in Hungary ends in another victory for the Soviet 
Red Army. In a news conference in Washington, D.C., President Roosevelt says that as a matter of 
decency, Americans should tighten their belts so that food could be shipped to war-torn countries to 
feed people there who are starving.
   The U.S. Third Army takes Koblenz, Germany, on March 17. The Ludendorff bridge, at Remagen, 
Germany, seized by U.S. troops on March 7, collapses suddenly, killing 25 U.S. Army engineers work-
ing to reinforce it. (It had likely been weakened by the battle fought around it as the Germans tried to 
recapture it. By this time, however, engineers of the U.S. First Army had already built other crossings.) 
Allied ships bombard the northern coast of Sumatra in the Dutch East Indies.
   The Red Army on March 18 approaches Danzig, on the Baltic Sea. About 1,300 American bomb-
ers drop 3,000 tons of bombs on Berlin despite heavy anti-aircraft resistance, including numerous jet 
fighters. The U.S. Eighth Air Force loses six fighters and 13 bombers, while the Luftwaffe loses only 
two fighter planes. In the Ligurian Sea, off Genoa, Italy, British and German naval forces clash. Two 
German torpedo boats are sunk, and a destroyer is damaged. One British destroyer takes light damage.
   Important bases of the Imperial Japanese Navy at Kobe and Kure, in Japan, are heavily bombed by 
American planes on March 19. In Berlin, Adolf Hitler issues what comes to be known as his “Nero De-
cree,” ordering that all of Germany’s infrastructure — industrial complexes, machine shops, military 
installations, transportation facilities and communications centers — be destroyed, so that it cannot be 
used by invading Allied forces. Aghast at the dictum, Albert Speer, the Third Reich’s Minister of Ar-
maments and War Production, — who is made responsible for the decree’s implementation by Hitler 
— deliberately disobeys the order and works hard to prevent the decree from being carried out by oth-
ers. Most German army commanders in the field either ignore or circumvent der Führer’s command. 
Off the coast of Japan, Japanese bombers attack the aircraft carrier USS Franklin, killing about 800 
of her crew, wounding 486 and crippling the ship. (Franklin’s casualty numbers are the highest of any 
U.S. fleet carrier that survives the war.) Franklin’s Catholic chaplain, Lt. Cmdr. Joseph T. O’Callahan, 
S.J., provides extraordinary leadership in saving the ship — in addition to administering the last rites 
to the dead and dying, he organizes and directs firefighting and rescue parties and leads men below to 
wet down magazines that are in danger of exploding from the heat. In 1946, he is awarded the Medal 
of Honor for his work, the first of only two Navy chaplains ever to be so honored and the only chaplain 
of 464 individuals awarded the Medal of Honor during the war. Lt.(j.g.) Donald Gary is also awarded 
the nation’s highest military honor for his work on Franklin in rescuing 300 crewmen trapped below 
decks, organizing and leading firefighting parties on the hangar deck, and working his way below to 
the engineering spaces to raise steam in one boiler to power fire-fighting pumps.
   After 12 days of fighting, Mandalay, in central Burma, is liberated by the (British) Indian Nineteenth 
Army on March 20 and is firmly under the control of British and Indian troops. Tokyo is firebombed 
again by American bombers. Lt. Gen. Patton’s U.S. Third Army troops capture Mainz, Germany. The 
U.S. Seventh Army captures Saarbrücken, in southwestern Germany. In Berlin, Adolf Hitler makes 
a rare public appearance, awarding medals to Hitler Youth (Hitlerjugend) soldiers. He also replaces 
Heinrich Himmler (who had declared himself “sick” and abandoned his post) as commander-in-chief 
of Army Group Vistula with Gen. Gotthard Heinrici, considered the best defensive tactician in the 
German Army. Heinrici is tasked with arranging defenses along the Oder River in anticipation of the 
Red Army’s expected offensive towards Berlin.
   The Japanese attempt to attack Allied ships off Okinawa with the first Yokosuka MXY-7 Ohka flying 
bombs on March 21. The piloted, rocket-powered bombs, essentially kamikaze rockets, carried by and 
launched from Mitsubishi “Betty” bombers, can reach speeds up to 650 miles per hour in a dive. The 
flight of 16 Bettys carrying the Ohkas is intercepted by American carrier-based planes 60 miles from 
the task force and all are shot down. (The pilots note that the Bettys are flying unusually slowly and 
are carrying some sort of unusual payload, but the significance of this is not understood at the time.) 
The RAF conducts a precision airstrike on Gestapo headquarters in Copenhagen, Denmark. Although 
the target building is destroyed, disrupting anti-resistance operations, the surrounding neighborhood 
suffers collateral damage, including a school where 86 students and 18 adults die. Also killed are 21 
other civilians in the area.
   U.S. and British troops cross the Rhine at Oppenheim, Germany, on March 22. In Cairo, Egypt, 
representatives from Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Syria sign a charter creating 
the Arab League. In Madrid, Infante Juan de Borbon of Spain, Count of Barcelona and heir-apparent 
to the Spanish throne, demands the resignation of Francisco Franco and the restoration of the Spanish 
monarchy.
   U.S. Marines on March 23 seize islands off the coast of Okinawa, south of Japan. Col.-Gen. Hein-
rich von Vietinghoff is named supreme commander of German forces in Italy, replacing Field Marshal 
Albert Kesselring, who had earlier been named as head of German Army Command West, in France. 
In Berlin, Adolf Hitler approves the withdrawal of German troops across the Rhine, but by the time 
this permission is granted, any German troops who were going to make it across were already across.
   On March 24, two Allied airborne divisions capture bridges across the Rhine River to aid the Allied 
advance. British Field Marshal Montgomery’s troops cross the Rhine, at Wesel. Provisional President 
Charles de Gaulle announces in Paris that France intends to retain control of Indochina.
   The U.S. Navy begins the pre-invasion bombardment of Okinawa on March 25, firing more than 
half a million shells and rockets in the space of a week. In a symbolic act, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, accompanied by Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery and a military escort, crosses 
the Rhine River into Germany near Wesel in an Allied landing craft. The group ventures as far as a 
bridge that is under enemy fire, then returns. (Gen. Eisenhower later says that if he had been there, 
he never would have let Churchill cross the river because of the obvious danger.) American troops 
capture Darmstadt, Germany, about 15 miles south of Frankfurt am Main; they find that about 60% of 
residents who are still there are homeless.
   The last organized Japanese troops on Iwo Jima launch a suicide attack on March 26. In a pitched, 
90-minute battle, Army pilots, Navy Seabees and Marines fend off the 300 Japanese attackers, suf-
fering 53 killed and 126 wounded. Total U.S. casualties on Iwo Jima number 6,891 killed and 19,217 
wounded. Japanese casualties number 18,300 killed and 216 captured. (Another 867 Japanese are 
captured by the U.S. Army after the marines leave the island.) Medals of Honor are awarded to 22 
marines and five sailors for their efforts during the battle, the only one of the war where U.S. Marine 
casualties are higher than those of the Japanese. The Red Army captures two German strongpoints 
covering approaches to the Austrian border.
   On March 27, the 1,115th V-2 launched — and the last to reach England — lands in Orpington, Kent, 
England, killing one person. There is bitter street fighting in Danzig (Gdańsk), Poland, as the Red 
Army forces its way into the city’s defenses. Argentina declares war on Germany and Japan.
   The British Second Army on March 28 begins a drive towards the Elbe River in Germany as the U.S. 
First Army captures Marburg, 60 miles northeast of Koblenz. The U.S. Third Army captures Limburg 
on the River Lahn. The 1st Belorussian Front, after a long struggle, captures Gotenhafen (Gdynia), 
Poland, on the Baltic coast northwest of Danzig, along with 9,000 prisoners. After a heated argument 
with Hitler over the conduct of the war on both fronts, Col.-Gen. Heinz Guderian is replaced by Lt. 
Gen. Hans Krebs as chief of the German High Command. In Asia, Burmese politician and military 
leader Aung San leads his small Burma National Army in a revolt against the Japanese, with whom, 
until recently, he has been allied. On Bougainville Island, in the Solomons, the Australian 7th Brigade 
engages troops of the Japanese 6th Division in the start of the Battle of Slater’s Knoll.
   On March 29, the Red Army enters Austria. The U.S. Seventh Army captures Mannheim and Hei-
delberg, both in Germany. Other Allied troops capture Frankfurt am Main. The Germans are in general 
retreat throughout the center of the country. The Soviets seize oilfields south of Komorn, Hungary, the 
last possible source of petroleum for the German war effort.

2020 Historic Perth Amboy Calendars are now available at 

the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth Amboy 732-442-

3000 or at Fertigs Uniform Store, 195 New Brunswick Ave., 
Perth Amboy 732-442-1079, and Perth Amboy City Hall.  

For more information: call Paul or Katherine at 732-293-

1090. Back by popular demand the Calendars feature old 
photographs from Perth Amboy. Sponsored by the Kearny 

Cottage Historical Association and the Friends of Perth Am-

boy Free Public Library. Calendars are $10 Each.

2020 Historic Perth Amboy 

Calendars

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959

Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    

Hackensack Meridian Health 
Announces Visitation

Restrictions at its Hospitals
Press Release
NEW JERSEY - As you know, 
the situation surrounding CO-
VID-19 (novel coronavirus) 
continues to evolve and changes 
occur rapidly. As a result, Hack-
ensack Meridian Health (HMH) 
is restricting visitation across all 
of its hospitals. This network-
wide restriction takes effect on 
Friday, March 13, 2020. Please 
know, the health and safety of 
our patients, their families, and 
team members remains a top 
priority for HMH.
Visitation exceptions will be 
made in certain situations, in-
cluding:
• Hospice
• Pediatric care
• Ambulatory Care/Same day 
surgery (one visitor)
• Maternity/Labor and delivery 
(one visitor)
   Once a visitor is approved, 
they will undergo a temperature 
screening.  They will also need 
to provide their contact infor-
mation in the event that tracing 
becomes necessary.  Phone and 
video calls to patients are wel-
come and encouraged. 
   As a precautionary measure 

and to keep patients and team 
members safe, HMH is also 
asking its team members to self-
monitor their temperature be-
fore they report to work.  
   Earlier this week, HMH also 
announced it was restricting 
visitation at all of its nursing 
and rehabilitation facilities.  
To view these restrictions visit 
HackensackMeridianHealth.
org. 
   “We are taking these proac-
tive precautions to protect our 
patients, team members, and the 
communities we serve,” said 
Jerry Zuckerman, M.D., vice 
president, Infection Prevention 
and Control at Hackensack Me-
ridian Health. “Our care team is 
sensitive to the separation this 
restriction causes our patients 
and their loved ones, but we be-
lieve this measure of protection 
is essential at this time to keep 
people safe.”
   These visitor restrictions 
will be reevaluated in 30 days. 
Hackensack Meridian Health 
remains committed to providing 
the highest level of compassion-
ate, quality care.
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Tom's Tax Tips

Courtesy of Tom Ploskanka C.P.A. 1-800-801-1099

You NEED These Documents
to File Your Taxes!

It's easy to get inundated with documents during tax season. You 
can receive documents from many different organizations, includ-
ing employers, financial institutions and others. Many documents 
are now also being sent via e-mail, which increases the likelihood it 
could get lost in your inbox.
As tax season is quickly approaching, here are some of the docu-
ments to be on the lookout for:
• W-2s
While W-2s are the most widespread and well-known tax form, it 
can be easy to lose track of W-2s if you or your spouse have mul-
tiple jobs. Keep track of each employer to ensure you receive the 
forms in time. 
• 1099-INTs and 1099-DIVs
Most of us receive small interest or dividend payments throughout 
the year. These payments are reported on a Form 1099 and must be 
included on your Form 1040. Depending on the type of investments, 
there could be numerous 1099s to report this interest and dividend 
income. Make a list from last year's tax return to help keep track of 
these 1099s as they arrive via mail or e-mail. 
• 1099-Rs
Form 1099-R is used when a distribution is made from a pension or 
retirement account. You could receive a 1099-R if your employer 
was part of a recent merger, and the company which was acquired 
rolled its retirement funds into the new company's plan. You could 
also receive a 1099-R if you get a new job and you roll your existing 
retirement funds into your new company's plan. 
• Form 1095
Different versions of Form 1095 are sent to you recapping your 
health insurance. While the penalty for not having proper health in-
surance is suspended for 2019, the form may still be important. So 
look for it and retain it with your other records. 
• Get Organized
You will also need any documents that confirm and support any de-
ductions you plan to take. For instance, you may need documenta-
tion to claim deductions for day care expenses, educational expenses 
(form 1098-T), mortgage interest documentation (form 1098), proof 
of medical, dental and vision care, charitable contributions, business 
records, property taxes, state taxes and much more. 
It is best to use last year's tax return PLUS a tax organizer to ensure 
you have all the proper records needed to accurately prepare your 
tax return. The organizer is especially helpful as there are a list of 
questions to help you jog your memory to recall certain events that 
have taken place over the past year that might have a tax conse-
quence. If in doubt, save the documentation, proof of payment and 
any receipts!

Pets of the Week 

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@
gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject 
line and explain why your pet is special. Please 
include Name and Phone# for verification.

Puppy on the right is Brandy, 3 mths old, adopted her thru a rescue, 
the guy on the left is Rocky, 2yr old, who I also rescued, was living 
in a barn, they've became good friends, people should adopt more 
thru a rescue, than paying $2000 from a store. Thank you, Jeannine

A.C. Bus Trip
San Salvador Seniors

PERTH AMBOY - The San Sal-
vador Seniors are sponsoring 
a bus trip to Caesar's Casino in 
AC on Thursday, Apr. 2, 2020. 
Bus leaves 12 Noon. Bus will 
depart from behind St. Stephens 
Church parking lot on Mechanic 
Street, Perth Amboy. Cost 30 
pp. Receive $30 back in slot 
play. For more info call Joe at 
732-826-0819. 

Designer Bag 
Bingo &

Tricky Tray 
Postponed

PERTH AMBOY - The Wom-
en of the Moose Chapter 1247 
Perth Amboy are hosting a De-
signer Bag Bingo & Tricky Tray 
Event. This event has been post-
poned to Saturday May 30th, 
2020 at the lodge located at 989 
Convery Blvd in Perth Amboy. 
The doors open at 1:00 p.m. and 
the first game is called at 2:30 
p.m. Tickets are $25.00 and in-
cludes 1 Bingo set, 3 boards per 
game, coffee & cake. For tick-
ets call Gwen @ 732-694-0746. 
The kitchen will be open, no 
outside food please.

Bus Trip to 
Playhouse

Holy Rosary Seniors
HOPELAWN – The Holy Rosa-
ry Seniors are sponsoring a bus 
trip to Hunterdon Hills Play-
house Wednesday April 29th. 
Cost is $100 which includes 
Bus, lunch and a “Sherlock 
Holmes Mystery” show. Bus 
leaves Church parking lot at 
10:00 am. Any questions please 
call Ronnie at 732-442-5252.

Pirohi Sale
PERTH AMBOY - St. John The 
Baptist Orthodox Church will 
be holding their Pirohi Sale. 
Please call your order in from 
March 9th thru 11th, 2020 to 732-
826-7067 between 9 a.m. and 
12 noon. Please call early so 
that you will not be closed out.  
Orders may be picked up on 
March 17th & 18th, 2020, at 404 
Division Street, Perth Amboy, 
NJ after 2:30 p.m.

Palm Cross 
Sale

SOUTH AMBOY - Sacred 
Heart Rosary Society will be 
selling Palm Crosses on the 
weekends of March 21st-22nd and 
28th-29th in front of Memorial 
Hall across from Sacred Heart 
Church, 531 Washington Ave., 
South Amboy before and after 
all masses. The price is $8.00 
for one and $15.00 for two.

St. John’s
Orthodox Church 
Spring Cake Sale

PERTH AMBOY - Please place 
your order for Walnut, Poppy-
seed, Prune (Levkar), Apricot, 
or Raspberry by calling 732-
826-7067 from March 23 thru 
25, 2020 between 9:00 a.m. and 
12:00 noon. Price is $13.00. 
Please call early before the or-
ders are closed out. Cake pick-
up will be April 1 and 2, 2020 
at 404 Division Street after 2:30 
PM. 

Hungarian 
Homemade Nut 

Rolls Sale
WOODBRIDGE – The Lo-
rantffy Women’s Guild of the 
Calvin Hungarian Reformed 
Church, Woodbridge, NJ is 
having a Nut Roll Sale. Each 
individually hand rolled and 
made from the best ingredients. 
Each Weighing 1lb 8oz. Avail-
able in English Walnut, Poppy 
Seed, Prune-Lekvar, Apricot, 
Raspberry. Price: $17.00 each. 
Deadline for orders by Monday, 
March 23, 2020. Orders will be 
available for pick-up on Friday, 
April 3, 2020 between 12 noon 
and 4 p.m. at the Fellowship 
Hall of the Church. Please use 
Ross Street Entrance. All orders 
must be paid in full upon order-
ing. Please call: Florette Pastor 
@ 732-636-2868.

Fresh
Hungarian

Kolbasz Sale
WOODBRIDGE – Made by the 
members of the Calvin Hungar-
ian Reformed Church of Wood-
bridge on Friday, April 3, 2020. 
Place your orders with Audrey 
Marciniak @ 732-494-1431. 
Price: $6.00 per lb. Deadline 
for order – Monday, March 23, 
2020. Order may be picked-up 
on the day of the sale between 
12 noon and 4 p.m. Use Ross 
Street entrance.
   If you are ordering Nut Rolls, 
you can also place your order 
for Kolbasz at the same time.

Fish on Fridays
SOUTH AMBOY – The South 
Amboy Elks, 601 Washington 
Ave., invite you to Fish on Fri-
days during Lent. Starting Feb. 
28, 2020 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Menu: 
1 doz. Steamed Clams - $8.00; 
Fish Sandwich w/Fries & Cole-
slaw - $10.00; Fish Dinner Plat-
ter - $14.00; Shrimp Dinner 
Platter - $14.00; Scallop Dinner 
Platter - $16.00; Combo Platter 
w/4 Shrimp, 3 Scallops, & Fish 
Fillet - $18.00.
   All Platters are served with 
French Fries, Coleslaw, Soup 
or Salad, Dessert, Coffee & Tea. 
For the Kids: 3 Chicken Fingers 
& Fries - $5.00
   Please be patient…All Menu 
Items are made to order. Your 
selection can be broiled or fried. 
Take Out Available and Weekly 
Specials. Please understand that 
your order cannot be changed 
once placed. Take your time 
while ordering. For more infor-
mation call: 732-727-7170.

Annual
Cabbage & 
Noodle Sale

PERTH AMBOY - St. John’s 
Evg. Lutheran Church is hav-
ing a cabbage & noodle sale.  
Orders taken March 1st through 
March 28th. Pick up will be at 
664 Amboy Ave (use the side 
door on Meredith St.) on Sun-
day March 29th from 11:00 AM 
to 1:30 PM.  Contact Lorraine 
at 732-996-8860 or kookie.
mc@gmail.com to place your 
order. Cost:  $6.00 for 1 pound 
or buy 3 lbs. or more save $1.00 
per pound!

Vendors
Wanted

SAYREVILLE - We are look-
ing for vendors for the annual 
Flea Market at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Sayreville.  
Our Flea Market will be held on 
June 6, 2020. The time is 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. We are located at 172 
Main Street, Sayreville-directly 
across from the Borough Hall. 
Spaces are available for $15.00 
for one space, $25.00 for two. 
There are a limited number of 
tables to rent for an additional 
$5.00. No food vendors please. 
For information please leave a 
message on the church answer-
ing machine at 732-257-6353 or 
e-mail us at churchoffice172@
optimum.net.

JRMC Women's 
Health Initiative 

Rio Carnival
Postponed 

PERTH AMBOY - The JRMC 
Women's Health Initiative Rio 
Carnival event originally sched-
uled for Thursday, March 19th, 
has been postponed. This cel-
ebratory event was changed in 
response to the growing con-
cerns of public safety and secu-
rity. The new date is Thursday, 
September 17th, 2020 from 
6:00PM-10:00PM, at the Grand 
Marquis in Old Bridge, NJ.
   For anyone who has purchased 
a sponsorship package or ad-
mission tickets to this event, 
please contact Lisa Lucia at 
(732) 376-6610 to confirm your 
participation and attendance for 
the rescheduled date. 
   The 50/50 raffle that was 
scheduled to be announced at 
the event will still take place 
Thursday, March 19th at 10:00 
PM to announce the winner. 
Please keep your tickets for 
Thursday's announcement at 
10:00 PM.
   The JRMC and WHI fami-
lies wish you health and safety 
throughout this season. For 
more information on staying 
healthy during the COVID-19 
outbreak, visit the CDC website 
or call 1(800) 232-4636.

2020
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January 15
February 5
February 19

March 4
March 18

April 1
April 15
May 6
May 20
June 3
June 17
July 1
July 15

August 5
August 19

September 2
September 16

October 7
October 21
November 4
November 18
December 2
December 16
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Solar Pool Cover Roller - 

Easy to use 16 x 32 - $75 
- 732-236-4479

Lighted Three Piece Wall 
Unit Plenty Storage - Excel-
lent $75 - 732-238-8439

Umbrella - Patio, needs 

cord and iron stand. $30 - 
732-283-0975

Lazy Boy Recliner - Color 

- Casual Oak - Hardly Used 

$70 - 732-290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-

reo System - Dog Bed $65 
ea. 732-293-0151

1 Large Christmas Tree 
$25; 1 Small $15; Lounge 
Chair $15 - 732-297-4457

Older New Toy Trucks Su-

noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess 

$20 Each or B.O.  - 732-
316-5092

Pancake Air Compressor 3 
Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-
1551 - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

6x8 Railroad Tie $20 - 732-
396-9537 - leave a message 

Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 

$25 - 732-442-1093

Car Battery 75 Series under 
1 year old. $50 - 732-442-
6057

Sayreville Bombers 14 KT  
Charm - $75 in Box; can 
add Specialty Sport Charm, 

etc. - 732-525-2405

Movano Watch SS Mu-

seum Style Mint Condition 

$75 Firm. 732-540-5351

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar. 
Good for young child - 
$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric Heater 

Radiator. Was $65 Now 
$20 New Never Used. 732-
547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 
732-570-9732

Safe Combination 21" High 
13 1/2" wide on wheels $75 
732-634-1851

Patio cushions - Perfect 

Condition- 6 - $30 -732-
634-3589

Gold Carnival Glass Col-

lector Plate (5th Day of  

Christmas) $25 732-673-
6305

Portable Singer Sewing 
Machine $35; Shower 
Doors $20 -  4'4"x 29 1/4" 
732-679-0086

Custom Jewelry $5-$10; 
Sled $25; Sports Memora-

bilia $10; Dream Catcher  
Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

New never used Mirror 

27"/41" Brown Frame was 
$120 - Now $75 - 732-721-
7186

For Sale

Collector Plates - too 

many - to list $5-$10 each. 
Interested - Call: 732-727-
1306

Tires - Firestone M&S 
LT275170R 18 Two $10 
Each 732-727-1772

Lionel Electric Train 

Transformer KW 190 

Watts. Excellent Condi-

tion $65 - 732-727-8417

Chairs - Dining- 6; 4 side; 
2 arms; good condition, 
oak - $75 - 732-738-4283

Dining Hutch - Wood - 
Good Condition $50 - Self 
Pick-up 732-826-6324

Free Firewood. Must pick 

up and cart away. 732-
826-8024

LP's Cassettes, CD's 

DVD's $1.00 each; Radio, 
CD $20 - 732-887-2235

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-

sonic LX Sport Twelve 

Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 
B.O. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for Har-

ley Sportster - Great Con-

dition $65 - 908-590-8885

Power Lift $75. Wing 
Chairs, Sofa, End Tables, 

Lamps, Microwave $10-
$50 - 908-803-9623

Children's Sports Lamp 

w/shade. Really cute, BB, 
FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-
670-4908

Tell Our AdvertisersTell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,

P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 

form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 

most perfect household, foster 

father of Jesus and guardian 
of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 

concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 
your powerful intercession 

with God, you obtain for me all 

the help and graces that I need 
for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare and in particular, the 

special favor I now ask there 

mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 

St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 

behalf will be heard by God 

and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 
my greater good. Thank you St. 
Joseph, for having responded to 
my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 

Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 

pray for us. St. Jude, helper 

of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 

Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.

   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 

Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446
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Remember to

Say Your

Novenas!

LOOKING BACK

Senior Scene
Happenings

Perth Amboy
WED. Mar. 18 Good Shepherd Wednesday Seniors, 12:30 p.m.,
        Msgr. Gambino Hall , Florida Grove Rd.

 • Holy Trinity Seniors, 1 p.m.,

      Church Hall, Lawrie & Johnstone St. 
THURS. Mar. 19 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m., 
     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.

MON. Mar. 23 St. James Golden Girls, 10 a.m., 
       Fellowship Hall, Commerce St.

TUES. Mar. 24 Good Shepherd Tuesday Seniors (HS) 12:30 p.m.
     Msgr. Gambino Hall, Florida Grove Rd.
THURS. Mar. 25 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m. 
     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.

 South Amboy
MON. Mar. 23  Sacred Heart Seniors, 12 Noon
     Memorial Hall, Wash Ave.

WED. Apr. 1  St. Mary’s Seniors, 12 Noon, 

    Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.

MON. Mar. 6  South Amboy Seniors, 12 Noon, 

      Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.

Attn: If Your Club changes its 

Schedule due to the Holidays

or if you have 

Community Events to Submit

Please give us two weeks 
advanced notice!

732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610

AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Answers

From Puzzle

On Page 19

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 

Massopust is available at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front 

St., Perth Amboy or in Fertig’s Uniform Store, 195 New 

Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy For more info call Katherine 
at 732-261-2610 or call the Barge at 732-442-3000 - or Fer-

tig’s at 732-442-1079 - A Great Gift! Get it now along with 

Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

 PERTH AMBOY – The Raritan Building circa 1920's located on the corner of Madison Avenue and 
Smith Street.                                                    *Photo Courtesy of Perth Amboy Free Public Library 

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

Poll Workers 
Wanted

Press Release
MIDDLESEX COUNTY - 
John Anagnostis Regional Vice 
Chair of the Middlesex County 
Republican Organization has 
announced there are openings 
for Poll Workers for the 2020 
Primary and General Elections 
to be held on June 2, 2020 and 
November 3, 2020.
   You can be a poll worker if 
you are 18 years old, a regis-
tered voter and live in Middle-
sex County. The following 
communities need poll workers: 
Carteret, Perth Amboy, Wood-
bridge, Sayreville and South 
Amboy.
    A poll worker attends a train-
ing class, reports to the poll-
ing places 45 minutes prior to 
the polls opening on election 
day, prepares the polling place, 
verifies voters are registered in 
the district, assists the voter if 
there are questions, maintains 
order at the polls, closes polling 
places at the designated times. 
The pay for the election day is 
$200.00
    This is a chance for residents 
to participate in our democracy.  
If you are interested, please 
-contact our office at 732-371-
9967 Monday to Friday be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. if 
no answer, leave a message.

Assemblyman 
Danielsen to 

Host 6th Annual 
Free Job Fair 

in Central
Jersey

Press Release 3/2/20
Somerset, NJ- On Wednesday, 
April 15, 2020, Assemblyman 
Joe Danielsen will host the 6th 
Annual Free Job Fair in part-
nership with The Imperia, lo-
cated at 1714 Easton Avenue, 
Somerset, NJ 08873.
   Recruiters from public and 
private businesses will be 
available to meet with job seek-
ers between the hours of 11:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. If you have 
a Resume, please be sure to 
bring 10-15 copies with you.
   Classes will be offered for 
participants from 10:00 a.m. 
until 11:30 a.m. on Job Search 
Techniques, Resume Writing, 
Interviewing and Dressing for 
Success.
   “I encourage anyone who is 
looking for their first job, a new 
job, returning to the job force of 
New Jersey to join us through-
out the day,” said Assembly-
man Danielsen (D-Middlesex, 
Somerset). “If you’re looking 
for assistance to change ca-
reers, then participate and meet 
75 to 80 diverse vendors who 
will be available to talk with 
you. Listen, jobs don’t come to 
you. It is up to you to seize the 
opportunity!”
   Vendor Space will be avail-
able until April 8, 2020 for or-
ganizations or employers who 
would like to participate. We 
encourage you to register early. 
Space is limited. Please contact 
Laura Spector for more infor-
mation or to request a registra-
tion form at (732)-247-3999.
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PERTH AMBOY - On Thursday, March 5, 2020 
there was a Swearing In & Promotional Ceremony 
at the Perth Amboy YMCA. Jose Pais - Police Ser-
geant; Luis R. Almanzar – Police Officer; Jose L. 
Lopez – Police Officer; Jeramey I. Mendez – Police 
Officer; Ryan Moskwa – Police Officer; Alex Perez 
– Police Officer; Luis Perez – Police Sergeant; John 
Wonski – Police Sergeant. Congratulations Officers. 

Woodbridge St. Patrick's Day Parade 3/8/20     *Photos by R.J. Kawka

Perth Amboy Swearing in and Promotional Ceremony PAPD 3/5/20, Perth Amboy YMCA     *Photos by Paul W. Wang
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 

for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Your Ad Here Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Make Dull 
Stuff Sharp
 Cheap!!!

Knives, Scissors, 

Garden Tools

732-442-3430

Sharpening

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$20 
a week

5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Repairs

Cooling & Heating

We’re Cool…ARE YOU?

Stephen’s Cooling 
& Heating

Window, Wall, Central 
Air Conditioning
Repair or Replace

We beat all prices!!!

214-287-1731
40 Years Service Experience
Hudson/Bergen/Essex Co.

Your Comfort is Our Business

Let Me Help

Tired of Taxes
 & Maintenance Costs?

Are you facing Foreclosure?
Pre-foreclosure?

Divorce? Separation? 
Just want to move? Family? Death?

Save your credit and reputation

I can solve your real estate problems
917-747-0304 ask for Tim

Email: McNairCapitalLLC@gmail.com
Se Habla Español 3/18

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$20 
a week

5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Funeral Service

Hall for Rent

Ancient Order 

of Hibernians
271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ

Hall Accommodates 100 Guests

Great for: Birthdays, Retirement, 

Christenings, Communion Parties and 
Baby or Wedding Showers

$400 Plus Refundable Deposit

Call: 732-721-2098 4/1

Hall For Rent

4/1



 

PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

PERTH AMBOY - Each apartment has 3 bedrooms, 1 
bathroom. Fully finished attic. All utilities separate, in-
cluding water. $420,000

PERTH AMBOY - Large office space 6 offices large con-
ference room,1.5 bath, kitchen, storage room 3 parking 
spaces, A/C. $2,250 Mo Rent. PERTH AMBOY - Two family, featuring 2-bedroom 

unit, garage and 2nd unit 1 bedroom with balcony located 
in the heart of Perth Amboy only few blocks from train 
station and all major public transportation. $359,000

EDISON – Rte. 1 South to Woodbridge Ave towards 
Highland Park left on Fox Road 1 Bedroom plus extra 
room, 1st Floor, centrally located to downtown Highland 
Park and New Brunswick, commuter train and theatre 
district. Close to all major highways, Rutgers University 
and hospitals. Association fees include heat, taxes, water, 
sewer, ground maintenance and pool. Sold As-Is Condi-
tion. $62,500

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful Raritan Model Elevation A 
to be built as an open floor plan design, featuring living 
room, dining room, modern kitchen, 2.5 bath, full base-
ment, 2 car garage. Lots of optional upgrades to choose 
from, close to Staten Island, all major highways, shopping 
centers and parks. $449,900

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful Bayshore Model elevation 
B, is being built as an open floor plan design featuring 
living room, dining room, full basement, A/C, 2 car ga-
rage, 4 bed rooms, 2.5 baths. Lots of upgrades to choose 
from, close to all major highways, Staten Island, parks and 
shopping centers. $450,900

PERTH AMBOY - Fully functioning restaurant. All 
equipment and furniture included. Priced to sell immedi-
ately. Cark parking for customers, 3 refrigerators, 3 freez-
ers included. Also 1 large steam table. Basement used for 
storage and full surveillance system with 5 cameras. Over 
$10,000 a month net profit. 2 years remaining on lease of 
$3,400 a month. $60,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great investment opportunity this is 
package deal two Dry Cleaners for the price of one J & 
A Cleaners and Sunny Cleaners. Net income $190,00 an-
nually. buyer is responsible for all due diligence and EPA 
regulations. Owner will train potential buyer. $150,000

PERTH AMBOY - Large 3 level townhouse with 3 bed-
rooms, 3 full baths, family room, office. Master Bedroom 
has full master bath with double sink, tub and shower stall. 
Unit has private front paver patio yard before you enter 
the townhouse. Two parking spots in covered garage/park-
ing deck included. Unit has 1 assigned parking spot that 
comes with the townhouse, owner pays additional fee for 
2nd spot that is already included in the maintenance fee. 
$269,000

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!

The Real Estate Team With

Enrique Hernandez

Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS

Happy Easter!

 From

Petra Best Realty !


