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Problems Persist: Contracts, Quality of Life

By: Carolyn Maxwell

PERTH AMBOY — There was a
brief discussion involving Ordi-
nance No. 1 entitled “Adminis-
tration of Government RE: Di-
vision of Engineering.” Council
President Bill Petrick wanted to
make sure that the applicant also
must be a professional planner.

Business Administrator Fred-
erick Carr assured Petrick that
this requirement was added per
the council’s request.

Petrick then asked, “Do we
have a guideline to go on?”

At this point, City Clerk Vic-
toria Kupsch stated, “This po-
sition may have to be re-adver-
tised and reintroduced because
of the added requirement (must
be a professional planner).”

The next discussion involved
Ordinance No. 2 — Establishing
protective measures during a lo-
cal state of emergency. Carr ex-
plained, “We (the city) can cite
someone according to our local
ordinance and not have to de-
pend on the state requirement.”

Petrick disagreed stating, “I
can’t remember a time when the
state was not involved in any of
our emergencies.”

OEM Coordinator Larry Cat-
tano was on the line and ex-
plained, “Not everything that
happens locally will affect the
state (or other municipalities).
This (the COVID-19 epidemic)
is the longest emergency we
ever had and has been unique to
our city.”

There was a brief discussion
involving R-217 — the purchas-
ing of nets from Storm Trap not
to exceed $25,900. And R-218
— the rehabilitation of well No.
9 for $18,357 with a contract
from AC Schultes and R-219 —
A contract with A&D Industrial
Pump Repair for the replace-
ment of Well No. 5 pump, motor
and valves in the amount not to
exceed $37,000.

B.A. Carr explained that they
all had to do with our storm
sewers. “There was a tempo-
rary connection to the discharge
pipe. R-219 did go out for a
bid.”

Carr then explained R-220
— 6/20 — An agreement with
Cakharyayev Rashvi & Marina
for use of property at 86 Smith
Street for his Perth Amboy Mu-
ral project. “There was an ap-

& State of Emergency Measures
6/24/20 Caucus & Council Meetings via Teleconference

plication for the city to accept
a mural to be placed there. The
property owner was okay with
the use of their property (for
this project). The Arts Council
will have to approve the mural.
Once they do that, it has to go
over to the council for their ap-
proval.”

Councilman Fernando Irizarry
had a question regarding R-221
— A contract with city officials
and the Jewish Renaissance
RE: COVID-19 response in the
amount of $125,000.

R-221 is in the annual action
plan for the Jewish Renaissanc-
es Medical Center to assist i n
the construction of an infections
disease negative pressure suite/
wing within its existing facility
to include 8 exam rooms dedi-
cated for COVID-19 testing
and treatment in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. (Infor-
mation provided in the backup
material)

Irizarry was concerned as to
what was going to happen af-
ter the pandemic is over. “What
will any leftover supplies and
ventilators be used for?”

Petrick answered, “I think that
this ordinance will be calling
for the medical staff at the Jew-
ish Renaissance to be adminis-
trating vaccines.”

B.A. Carr then spoke up,
“This resolution involves cases
of coronavirus patients plus oth-
er infectious diseases.

Tashi Vazquez, Assistant Di-
rector of City's Office of Eco-
nomic & Community Develop-
ment was on the conference call
and explained that they will be
isolating individuals with COV-
ID-19 and other infectious dis-
eases. “There will be a rehabili-
tation facility for treatments and
other eligible activities. We are
following the recommendation
given to us by HUD (Housing
and Urban Development). In
addition, $388,023.00 was also
received and approved by the
council in April. This resolution
also included grants for small
businesses and PPE equipment.
This is money from HUD and
the CDBG (Community De-
velopment Block Grant) and
we came before the council to
approve the contract. The sum-
mer program money also comes
from HUD.”

Petrick then questioned if any
of this money would be allo-
cated for administrative fees,
“What would be the dollar
amount?”

Vazquez responded, “Around
16% of the monies received will
be used to offset some of the ad-
ministrative fees. There will be
testing for COVID-19, but not
treatment of COVID-19.”

R-223 — A memorandum of
agreement between Middlesex
County College and the City of
Perth Amboy for the Success
Bound Program was presented
by Angelo Abreu who is Direc-
tor Middlesex County College.
He explained that this pro-
gram is to engage our youth at
Middlesex County College in a
partnership and provides intern-
ships for our students in Perth
Amboy. “I want to thank you
(the council) for giving this pro-
gram a chance. This program
will be done virtually and the
students participating will get
college credit. 40 students are
on board and recruitment was
through the city’s schools. They
will be having enriching sum-
mer ahead of them.”

Dianne Roman from So-
cial Services then spoke up to
give more detailed information
about this program, “We started
to promote the Success Bound
Program in December. I worked
with the Success Bound Coordi-
nator and we talked to students
from the high school, charter
schools and vocational schools
about the opportunities that this
program will give them. Stu-
dents with a grade point aver-
age from 2.0 all the way up to
4.0 qualify for this program and
they will be working with men-
tors. After completing their in-
ternships, they will be getting
letters of recommendation (for
any careers they choose to pur-
sue).”

After Roman spoke, Council-
man Irizarry told the council he
wanted to add a late-starter res-
olution R-228 — RE: Payment of
services to Stateside Affairs.

Petrick questioned if the coun-
cil received an insurance form
from this company.

B.A. Carr answered, “We had
to chase them down to get their
contract and they did not have
an insurance policy. This com-

pany went through an RFQ.
We vetted them, but the coun-
cil took no action. They did
the work (public relations) and
need to get paid. They were
there to get out the word to the
residents.”

Petrick then responded, “They
were there to help get out the
word to help the mayor through
an ad. The public should not be
funding an ad for the mayor.
There was a huge picture of the
mayor with little information
(regarding COVID-19).”

Law Director Peter King then
asked, “Did the ad say: “Vote
for Me”?”

Petrick responded, “T didn’t
ask for your opinion.”

King then shot back and stat-
ed, “I just want you to know
that I have your back.”

Councilman Helmin Caba
then joined in, “When did State-
side get hired?”

Carr explained that it was De-
cember 2019 and they started a
campaign to get out information
about the COVID-19. “The fact
is that this company did a lot of
work getting information out to
the residents. There are a lot of
employees in city hall that were
working in departments that
they normally don’t work in.”

Petrick still was not satisfied,
“We are going around in circles.
This company was not hired by
the council and they should not
have done the work.”

Councilman Irizarry then stat-
ed, “There was a resolution in
place to hire them.”

Law Director King then ex-
plained why their hiring did
not have to go before the coun-
cil. He stated that if a contract
us below a certain number
($17,005), they could be hired
without the council’s consent.
“Any additional monies past
that amount, that contractor un-
der the RFQ Qualifications will
not receive any excess money.”

Councilman Joel Pabon spoke
up next, “These people have
to get paid, but I’'m confused.
None of this makes any sense
and we should have been in-
volved in this a long time ago.
We don’t know what’s going
on and if we still need their ser-
vices.”

King spoke up and reminded
the council, “This (hiring of

Council President
William Petrick

this company) was put on the
agenda 4 times and taken off the
agenda 4 times by the council.”

Councilman Caba want-
ed clarification on the dollar
amount where a contractor can
be hired without the council’s
approval.

Carr explained, “If the money
of the contract is under $17,005,
the council’s approval is not
needed. If it goes above that
amount, we are not obligated to
pay the additional money.”

Pabon spoke up again and
stated, “A email was sent to the
council after this company had
already started working. Ev-
erything will fall back into our
laps.”

Irizarry then cautioned the
council, “The city needs a pub-
lic information officer. There
are 3 of us running for mayor
on the council right now, and
whoever gets in is are going to
need a public information of-
ficer. The mayor cannot do all
this work herself. Let’s just vote
on this up or down.”

Petrick said this will be done
at the next meeting (the council
meeting after the caucus later
tonight).

Councilman Pabon then ques-
tioned if this company will be
staying on. “We have to make
the decision if these people
(who are now doing the pub-
lications work) or it will be
someone else coming in to do
this job.”

Councilwoman Milady Tejeda
spoke up stating she had talked

*Continued on Page 7

Updates on Coronavirus Outbreak: www.perthamboynj.org & www.southamboynj.gov & www.amboyguardian.com
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Recent events
have left us with immense challenges.
Yet, we have much to be grateful
Let us be thankful for out

May God bless each of you
with many more days of freedom,
h.eﬂt;h, and abundant prosperity.

FOR MAYOR 2020

PERTH AMBOY

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020

* %k

MAKING DECISIONS
FROM INTEGRITY,
HONESTY AND EXPERIENCE

©Paid for by:
EFO Friends of Fernando Irizarry
441 Bruck Ave. Perth Amboy NJ 08861

© Photography and Design by Gabriel Pena
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VO] Wilda Diaz

Reading of the Declaration of
[ndependence & Liberty Bell
Ringing Ceremony

Saturday, July 4, 2020
City Hall Circle, 260 High Street
Program: 1:30 p.m.
Bell Ringing: 2:00 p.m.

Social Distancing regulations will be practiced and
face masks are encouraged.
For more information please call the Office of the
Mayor at: (732)826-7121
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LOCAL PERSPECTIVE

EDITORIAL THE COMMUNITY VOICE

freedom? It really depends on

Thank You Freedom you. Freedom is a people choice

' - not a political choice. We de-

Happy Independence Day! Hapgﬁgo’flgﬂl}ffhe day cide our freedom - not those

control freak politicians like
you are seeing now with their
miserable ideas. Those out-of-
control protesters are telling us
how we should think. In fact,
"ALL LIVES MATTER"! Re-
member, FREEDOM comes
with a price tag.

we as Americans celebrate
our independence by living
with freedom and joy. I am
very proud to live in this great
land of ours. Is it perfect? No,
but I make the best of it. Yes,
many people come to America
to have the opportunity what
other countries do not have —

FREEDOM! Will we lose that Oriando “Wildman” Perez

We Value Your Opinion!

Please Send Us A Response!

VOTE BY-MAIL NOTICE

Perth Amboy Registered Democrats
and Republicans

To vote in the July 7, 2020 Primary Election you
must vote on the Vote By Mail Ballot that you re-

In CONGRESS. Jviy 4, 1. ceived from the Middlesex County Clerk. The pre-
paid postage ballot can be returned by mail, dropped
%e'mm’tmous el ATATEON sy ten weir DEATES ofc)ktmgﬁga," off at the Middlesex County Board of Elections or
—— L i to one of the secure drop box locations available
I e e fivesoe gt Hormess ¢ vwnde. 18 Bovmass iuat et oo coremacthit e oot = . . .
S s Kt s A ik el ity throughout the County. Visit www.middlesexcoun-
Jﬂ&mmw e /x;wmmﬂxﬁ.mmammemx,mmg ) '
ﬁw&:’ e 4 i L ol ety Tp— Hd 4 e ;;g ﬁm‘:&mﬁfm‘x tynj.gov/vote2020 for those locations.
e e
[y A A—— rw.«mw(/w;.f‘ ‘?‘/.mfmﬂ/ﬁ.yﬂ. i l,lz e st e mxﬂsm/ﬁ;éﬁgﬂ . . o .
00 R R s e SR i L e i o ,’m,mrv il In person polling is limited to the following loca-
ZL& /W’maixm%f}”/ﬂyﬁﬁ%" o o L ammm tions:
SRS o e e vl e i ”’YLMWW st oy "'"J-vz;c, ' %MW@/WM 10ns:

ety wadd 4 i ,MA M.../ .:,. o i -uf.M o e &
;;f e M@W ,r,&,..s m;; M«-—Kf’« sk i Afj;z: d:.{ﬁmm s vl b gd ol

o s o Ak s i, 7y * Alexander Jankowski Community Center
s gy e e ﬁmww M .&X- o i i . y
e S e {Olive St
g oo . okt s /7 e e

e f &%& Ak i P s, ,wawﬁwé = gl oue flufils; e wﬁmm’ﬁ“ ,5«""%:&’, o .

o m-’vcfwwmw/»@m e j; %m;ﬁm@ﬁ;g&;@ 7{;‘5;: T * McGinnis School Gymnasium
%é&ﬂ #ﬁﬂm;:m 2 m; ,s.}gma.s:..’f.x J..,Mumm T:;r«.,.@,n-,z 9}‘, &% é 271 State Street

: g?(""”{ o AMeolill: e il i Z&w 3.1»7“.1‘{,@ .,z.,u e j&ﬂ ik
4 w,mn..{m ; — % i, vl # ”a...‘mmwwv i 3;. i ) )
Lt oo ey “ﬁg'@%ﬁ;&m{% wa;%%m Lo gl e s s * Wilentz School Gymnasium

MEM &MJM»ayn -ymw-:, A&ﬁgmém.m ﬁ‘_‘m&,m g E - _f*‘ 5 "'"9:: 51-1% Street
,(,“m,:‘gé_, 7 P T ‘l Tk Il‘ d&i-ﬁ“ M--—M d-‘ﬁ;’% gﬁ%{

W“’ C.-G,uﬁ- thwmﬁmﬁﬁ” ;‘L #WM*M P thA b H h S h 1 G i
y s * Perth Amboy Hi chool Gymnasium
Magﬂm“mﬁsm}gm, i, M«W?MWMM?MW‘%%&@% m u[/ y Hig Y

e e ; 300 Eagle Avenue
maf;mw i }...{@,d, B
M’jﬁf?“‘“j
S gl .,fmz,e."""‘ ik * Flynn School Gymnasium

Fodgor—> : it ? e 850 Chamberlain Avenue

Voting will be by Provisional Ballot ONLY'!

g, For more information, Contact Victoria Ann Kupsch,

City Clerk at 732-826-0290 x 4018

They risked everything for freedom. Would you take the chance that they did?
Read this article: https://michaelwsmith.com/2015/07/04/the-sacrifices-made-by-the-declaration-sign-
ers/ *Photos Public Domain
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Important! Community Calendar

-+
e G .
AMDOT M. CUARDIAN | PRERBRORAIREN | rerts Amboy
MON. Jul. 6 City Council, Caucus, 4:15 p.m.
City Hall, High St.

intend to attend will take

lace.
. P . .
Where to Find Us . . . P LRIty | VED-Jul 8 City Council, Regular, 7pm.
will only put a cancellation City Hall, High St.
IN FORDS: notice in if we receive notice South Amboy
COLONIAL RESTAURANT...........coovvommrreenrrrrrsrnene 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. from the organizer of the WED. Jul. 15 City Council, Business & Regular 6 p.m.
LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE......ccccccooocooovrivrrrrrrrrsre 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. - City Hall, N. Broadway
PUBLIC LIBRARY.........ccccccocermvererssessooeeesssesoeeessssss oo 211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ........ooooooooeeveoeeeeeseeeeeeeeee 684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELI I ..coooooummereveoorninnnnneeeennnnns 650 KING GEORGE’S RD. All meetings are subject to change. Check the City Website to
IN HOPELAWN: see if the meeting will take place via phone conference and for
KRAUSZER’S...occccccoeeeeoeeeeeesseeoeeeee oo 683 FLORIDA GROVE RD. details how t sicivat
IN LAURENCE HARBOR: . etaris frow to participate
100)2 2V NN o) <3 ) O 5 LAURENCE PKWY. Attentlon
IN MORGAN: . *Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on
flgl;;fg]ir;lls'LlQUORs ................................................................. 467 S. PINE AVE. BuSlnesseS meeting times and places
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY.....ooooccccccrorrrieroreeesssesoeee 3290 WASHINGTON RD. .
IN PERTH AMBOY: Op cn Durlng
1T CONSTITUTION BANK ......oooooooorrieoeeeeseeeooeees oo 145 FAYETTE ST. .
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER ... .. 178 BARRACKS ST. Pandemlc
ALAMEDA CENTER ......oooooooiiiooeoeeeeeoeeeseeesoeeeeseesoeeee e 303 ELM ST.

AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE ... ...321 MAPLE ST. CriSiS o Please Submit Community Events
ANDERL & OAKLEY PC .oooooooeoeooes oo eeeeeressessseesesesseeseeeeeee 309 MAPLE ST. . 2 Weeks in Ad -

THE BARGE .....ooovvroreeereoo ...201 FRONT ST.

BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT.......coooooeeeeecoeeeeseesssceresessssseessseeeesseees 738 STATE ST. Let customers know S L vance:
C-TOWN oo ..272 MAPLE ST. 3 1. c 3
CTOWN o 72 MAPLE ST. your services are Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com
(6 ' & VN 3 TSSO 260 HIGH ST. helping to serve the

(6101703 K0):30 JH 306 SMITH ST. R

DUNKIN DONUTS ......ccoocvrrvenn .... 587 FAYETTE ST. communlty. Con-

EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS «.....cooooooooeecoeeeeeessseersesseessseesesesessee 87 SMITH ST. . . . .

ELIZABETH CORNER ............. .. 175 HALL AVE. sider Advertising in

FAMILY FOOT CARE ... ...252 SMITH ST.

FU LIN oooovoovvovvoososmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s sessssssssssssssssssee 79 SMITH ST. the Amboy Guard- ar B p =
HY TAVERN w.ooocooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseee s seessseesessseeseseesesssessssesessseees 386 HIGH ST. . SR
INVESTOR’S BANK ...ccccirrivveemmmmmmmnenessssesssssssnessssssssssssssssessssssseens 598 STATE ST. ian. Our rates are istoric Perth Amboy
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ...ccoooooeeeeereseeeesseeeeeeseeese 1 OLIVE ST. =

JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ... ... 272A HOBART ST. rez}sonable for b(.)th Open for Lunch and Dln ner
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS .ccooocooeeceeseeesseeessseeseeseesseseeses e 73 SMITH ST. print and/or online L h-11:30 3:00

LAW OFFICES .....covvrrrrrnn. .. 708 CARSON AVE. . . -11 -

LEE'S MARKET w........oocoeoeoeoees et 77 SMITH ST. advertising. Are unc -2Ua.m.- 500 p.m.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY ...coooooeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeesesseseseeeessesessseeees 75 BRACE AVE. o o i -2 -0

MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ... 788 CONVERY BLVD. you hiring? Get the i T Dinner- 3:00 p.m 930. p.m.
PETRA BEST REALTY....ooooooeooeeeoeeees oo 329 SMITH ST. word out! Dlnlng on our outside patlo Only or
PETRICK’S FLOWERS .cooosooeeeeeeoeeeeeeseeeeeeseessseesseseeesssne 710 PFEIFFER BLVD. .

POLICE HEADQUARTERS ... ... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. Call Carolvn: Orders to go

PORTUGUESE MANOR ..o 310 ELM ST. g y * Come have our favorite San ria
PROVIDENT BANK ....ccovooooeeeeeeseeeeseseereseessssseesesssssssseesesesesssses 339 STATE ST. 732-896-4446 y g
PUBLIC LIBRARY ....... 196 JEFFERSON ST. = - or & SeafOOd DiShes

PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION .....cooovooroeeceerressessseeessesessseeeneeen 100 FIRST ST. Katherine:

QUICK CHEK ... 3 CONVERY BLVD. . :

QUICK STOP DELL «..vecovroeeeeeeee e seeeessessesseessesessesseeeeseesens 814 AMBOY AVE. 2.261-261 Check our website for menu
QUISQUEYA MARKET ... ..249 MADISON AVE. 732-261- 0 The Barge

QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE .....ooooeeecoroessees oo 259 MADISON AVE. q -442- 3

RARITAN BAY AREA YM.CA. ........ 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. Email the Amboy oo ol Lo e o
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER .. ...530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. .

SANTANDER BANK ....ccoomrororeeeeeeceseeeseeeeeereoceesseseeeeeeeeeenes 365 CONVERY BLVD. Guardian:

SANTIBANA TRAVEL ..ovroooeoeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseseeseseesesseeseseeeessnes 362 STATE ST.

SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT ... 473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. AmboyGuar d-

SHOP-RITE ......cooooooeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeessseessseeseessesessesssssees 365 CONVERY BLVD. . .

SIPOS BAKERY ....coovvoieieeeveeeeeoeeeseeeese e 365 SMITH ST. lan@gmall. com

SUPERIOR DINER.................. ..464 SMITH ST.

SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ..o oo eereesessesseenerseses 270 KING ST.

TORRES MINI MARKET ... ...403 BRUCK AVE.

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL w..eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseesssssseeeeeenes 238 SMITH ST.

WELLS FARGO ....coovrorererreer ... 214 SMITH ST.

N 281 GRACE ST.

IN SAYREVILLE: .

BOROUGH HALL ..o ees s eseeneee 167 MAIN ST. Attention!

SENIOR CENTER 423 MAIN ST. .

SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT ....ooooeeocceeeeesseeseeeeeeseseseeesssse e 111 MAIN ST. Our Newspaper is

IN SEWAREN: available at Shop-Rite,

PUBLIC LIBRARY ....ooocooveoeeeeceeeseeeesseeresseeesssessseseessssessseeessses 546 WEST AVE.

SEWAREN CORNER DELI ....oooe oo 514 WEST AVE. Perth Amboy at the

IN SOUTH AMBOY: . /

AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ...oooorooceeerseeees oo seneseeeees 100 N. BROADWAY Courtesy Counter!

BROADWAY BAGELS . .105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .126 N. BROADWAY

CITY HALL .ottt 140 N. BROADWAY
COMMUNITY CENTER ... ..200 O’LEARY BLVD.
KRAUSZER'S ..ottt 200 N. BROADWAY 2020
KRAUSZER'S ..ottt 717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY ..ottt 100 HOFFMAN PLAZA °
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ....cooiiiiieieiieiirieieieieeiens 132 S. BROADWAY Amboy Guardlan Ph t b th B
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER 540 BORDENTOWN AVE. Pllbli c ati on Dates otos by € bay
WELLS FARGO BANK ......coviiiiiiiieiecieeeece et 116 N. BROADWAY 3 3 3
NWOODBRIDOE: Portralts/Wefldlngs/Sweet Sixteens
CITY HALL oottt | MAIN ST. January 15 Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots
NEWS & TREATS - T S MAINST February 5 Photo Restoration/Digitization/Graphic Design
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE .......c.ccccovviniiniiiennnns 1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR. Febmary 19 www.photOSbythebay. com
March 4
March 18 732-293'1090
A‘f})}}riil 115 All your Photography
May 6 Needs Under One Roof
. . May 20 .
Deadline for Print Ads: June 3 Photography Done Right!
une
7 p-m. Thursday July 1
0 H . Asg{lst s Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz
.ﬁi ce ours. August 19 Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
IIZ September 2 We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-
M on. - ed’ 9 a.m. - 5 p -m. September 16 phasize that it is important:
October 7 IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!
T h urs. 1 0 a.m. - 7 P- m. October 21 Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!
F o 9 3 November 4 Do not think that any call or report is too small
ri. a.m. - p .M. November 18 Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life
December 2 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1
December 16 FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400
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{"" COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL ‘"'!

General Mechanical Services of NJ

*HEATING * COOLING * SUMP PUMPS *
* SEWER & DRAIN CLEARING *

HIGH PRESSURE WATER JETTING &
VIDEO PIPE INSPECTION

732-558-3190

$75 For Any Sewer or Drain Clearing

NJ State Licensed Master HVACR Contractor
NJ State Registered Home Improvement Contractor

24 Hrs/T Days Service www.gmsofnj.com

LAW OFFICES OF
Kenneth L. Gonzalez

> & Associates, LLC
{  OffiinadeAbogados |

Call Us For a Consultation Today!
AUTO INJURY CASES / FALL DOWNS
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
FAMILY MATTERS / DIVORCES / CHILD
CUSTODY / SUPPORT
WORKERS COMPENSATION /

BANKRUPTCY CASES/Billingual Staff

=

Kenneth I Gonralez, ESQ

Phone: 732-442-250
Fax: 732-442-0114
283 High Street
Perth Amboy NJ 08861

Serving the Middlesex County
& Surrounding Areas
lawyergonzalez283@gmail.com

Attn: Walgreens Customers:
We Are Now Accepting Express Script Ins. Plans

| LUDWIG’S PHARMACY
1 FREE Rx Pickup & Delivery
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Teleconferencing Technical Issues,
Corporate Distribution Center, Waterfront

Parking Topics of Discussion
6 17 20 Council Meeting via Teleconference

By: Katherine Massopust

SOUTH AMBOY - Resolution
No. 07-2020 — An ordinance of
the city council of the city of
South Amboy establishing stan-
dards for electronic meetings in
the city of South Amboy.

Councilman Thomas Reilly
asked B.A. Glenn Skarzynski,
“How do we know the public
dialed in?”

B.A. Skarzynski explained
when people log on, they pop
up on the screen. If they dis-
close their name, it is recorded.
If not, they are assigned as list-
ed and recorded. He stated that
there were 23 people participat-
ing in the meeting.

Reilly was concerned about
technical issues and if the pub-
lic had difficulty getting to log-
in, that the meeting should be
called off.

Council President Mickey
Gross stated that if multiple
people can’t login, the meet-
ing should be cancelled, but if
one person is having difficul-
ties (due to their own issues), it
might be different.

Law Director Francis Wom-
ack stated that they could make
sure the electronic system is or-
der.

Council President Gross
stated, “We have to be realistic
about this.”

Reilly assured everyone that
he wanted it done the way B.A.
Skarzynski laid it out and that if
one person cannot dial in is one
thing, but if seven can’t dial in
that’s another.

Law Director Francis Womack
stated, “We can include a clause
if the information is correct and
if the electronics are in working
order.

Council Vice President Chris-
tine Noble asked, “What if no
one is dialing in from the pub-
lic?”

City Clerk Debra Brooks as-
sured everyone that the council
was using the same number as
the public is using (if it is work-
ing for the council, it’s working
for the public).

Womack advised for that situ-
ation; it wouldn’t require the
meeting to be cancelled.

Councilwoman Zusette Dato
asked, “On this particular ordi-
nance, have other municipali-
ties had any recent ordinances?”

Law Director Womack an-
swered, “I have to go back and
look, but several other states
have done it.”

Ordinance No. 08-2020 — An
ordinance of the city of South
Amboy, county of Middle-
sex, New Jersey amending the
Broadway/Main Street Rede-
velopment Plan.

Councilman Thomas Reilly
asked about the plan to put a
light industrial warehouse on
Main Street.

B.A. Glenn Skarzynski ex-
plained that the plan is to put a
155,000 corporate distribution
center on lower Main Street. He
stated that this will be a clean
industrial building and will be
on what remains of develop-
ing (undeveloped property) in
South Amboy.

Reilly asked if there were any

PILOTS involved. He stated
that he was weary of any more
PILOTS in South Amboy.

Skarzynski stated he is sure the
subject will come up.

Council President Mickey
Gross stated that this project is
in its early stages. “We are vot-
ing on a plan.”

B.A. Skarzynski assured the
council that any PILOTS must
go before the council.

Council Comments:

Councilwoman Zusette Dato
said, “Monday is the first day
we allowed local restaurants
to open (with outdoor seating).
“It’s all good. I encourage ev-
eryone to support our restau-
rants.”

Council Vice President Chris-
tine Noble asked, “Is outside
dining allowed to be open later
than 8 p.m.? Will those hours be
increasing?”’

B.A. Glenn Skarzynski an-
swered, “Closing time did not
come from the state. We tried to
pick a balance between peace in
the neighborhood and business-
es being open. We can revisit
that.”

Councilman Thomas Reilly
thanked the First Presbyte-
rian Church, Friends of South
Amboy, and St. Mary’s Food
Pantry. He also thanked the
Ancient Order of Hibernians
who teamed up with the Friends
of South Amboy to distribute
meals to the needy.

Reilly also brought up about
the same eyesore on First Street
that was mentioned before at
many council meetings. B.A.
Skarzynski stated he would get
back to him with an update.

Reilly again mentioned the
pallet business. He also brought
up a house which is located next
to a playground on Roosevelt
Avenue. “It’s been 8 years and
that structure is still there.”

B.A. Skarzynski answered,
“It’s bank owned and as long as
it’s not collapsing, little can be
done.” He explained that if the
structure is uninhabitable it is
different than a hazard.

Reilly congratulated the class
of 2020. He also offered his
condolences to the family of
Police Chief Darren Lavigne on
the passing of his father.

When asked about the First
Aid Squad, Skarzynski told the
council the meeting is tomor-
row (6/18/20). Reilly asked
that the results be shared of
the conclusion at that meeting.
Skarzynski stated it was up to
the mayor if whether or not he
wants to share that information
with the council.

Reilly asked about the board-
ing house issue. Skarzynski an-
swered that Jay Elliot (Director
of Code Enforcement) is hand-
ing this matter with the State.

Reilly asked if there can be a
grace period for the water/sewer
bills.

Law Director Womack stated
that they can draft an ordinance
to make it happen.

Reilly then asked about the
vaping ordinance. Womack said
they certainly can do it.

Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin expressed his condolences to

the family of Chief Lavigne and
First Responders. He stated that
a suspect had been apprehended
in the homicide at the South
Amboy Train Station.

McLaughlin asked about
Cambridge.

B.A. Skarzynski stated that
Code Enforcement came for
a rather lengthy visit and told
them what needed to be done.

McLaughlin then asked for an
explanation of Vote-by-Mail.

Councilwoman Zusette Dato
answered, “I just posted the first
of the flyers we received from
the county. At the voting places
there only will be provisional
ballots.”

McLaughlin asked about
parking.

B.A. Skarzynski stated we
need a study on parking. “We
were in the process, then the
pandemic happened.”

Law Director Francis Wom-
ack emphasized that it needs to
be time related study.

Council President Mickey
Gross stated, “Hats off to Glenn
Skarzynski, Jay Elliot, the po-
lice department, and everyone
to make outside dining. It was a
joint effort by a lot of people. It
was a priority getting these res-
taurants open in less than two
weeks.”

Mayor Fred Henry also ex-
tended his condolences to Chief
Lavigne. He thanked the An-
cient Order of Hibernians and
Friends of South Amboy. Over
100 meals were served. He then
noted, “The American Legion
is having a flag retirement cer-
emony on July 9th at 6 p.m. at
the Fisher’s Lodge. The South
Amboy Seniors are having
friendly graduation posts and
pictures of seniors on Broad-
way. On Monday, the library
opened for curbside pickup.”
He then added, “Anybody who
would like to join the Rotary
Club, please contact them.”

B.A. Glenn Skarzynski
thanked everyone for their ef-
forts. He thanked the city clerk
and the incredible staff.

City Engineer Mark Rasimo-
wicz stated there were city im-
provements going on and to be
careful driving. “Stevens Ave-
nue is being re-milled. O’Leary
Boulevard has new curbing and
sidewalks. It will be milled and
repaired.”

Public Portion:

Resident William DeMasi was
the first person to speak. “There
are cars racing down the street
at all hours from 10 p.m., some-
times from 2 a.m. to 3 a.m. Is
there anything that can be done
about this?”

Mayor Fred Henry answered
DeMasi, “Get in touch with the
police department. Obviously,
we don’t want anyone speeding
around.”

The next person to speak was
Lisa Joseph. “I want to thank the
first responders and healthcare
workers. I have a deep appre-
ciation on how difficult it is for
them. The Fisherman’s Parking
Lot in the Waterfront, we have

*Continued on Page 9
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to Business Administrator Carr
over the telephone and asked if
we needed a public information
officer regarding the COVID-19
crisis. “My understanding was
they were getting someone to
do the job not knowing they had
someone already in place doing
it. The council needs to have
input before any hiring is done.
We may be in a position that we
have no choice but to pay these
people.”

After Tejeda spoke, Tashi
Vazquez came on the line to
say Jack O’Leary, The CEO
of the Jewish Renaissance was
on the phone and he wanted to
give a more detailed explana-
tion of R-221. He first thanked
the council for giving him this
opportunity to go over what this
unit will provide for Perth Am-
boy residents. “This is an infec-
tious disease unit. So far, 4000
tests have been administered
to Perth Amboy Residents and
45 tests were completed today.
This unit also has a Map Pro-
gram and can also handle sub-
stance abuse cases. There will
also be a zero negative pressure
unit which will protect doc-
tors or any medical personnel
when treating patients with CO-
VID-19 symptoms or any other
infectious diseases. Included
will be telemedicine where we
can monitor and advise patients
at home and see if they may
need hospitalization. It’s a way
to monitor their health from the
beginning to the end of treat-
ment. Perth Amboy is a very
walkable city. Most of the resi-
dents walk to our facility which
increases them getting proper
treatment. We also have 2 buses
parked outside our facility for
testing.”

Public Portion:

Resident Vince Mackiel was
the first to speak. His main con-
cern had to do with R-218 and
R-219 (Runyan Water System).
He wanted to know how much
water the city gets from the Ru-
nyan well.

Council President Petrick stat-
ed, “All of it, but in an emergen-
cy situation, we can purchase
water from the Middlesex Wa-
ter Company.”

Mackiel said, “I understand
we will be getting better water
with rehabilitation and replace-
ment of some of the parts stated
in the 2 resolutions, but will our
industries also be getting water
from the same well? How much
good will it be for drinking if
the industries will be using the
same water as a resident?”

Petrick responded to Mack-
iel, “If they (the industries) are
hooked up to the same system
as the residents, will they be
getting the same water?”

Mackiel concluded his com-
ments by stating, “Dr. Anthony
S. Fauci (NIAID Director) said
in the beginning of 2021, a vac-
cine will be available (to com-
bat COVID-19). We have to be
prepared to use large facilities
which handle the large amount
of people who will be coming
into the city for vaccinations.
We also have the Jewish Re-
naissance.” He then asked for

an up to date account of how
many cases and deaths in Perth
Amboy, statewide, and in the
county regarding COVID-19.

Resident Sharon Hubber-
man spoke next and cautioned
the council that they need to
monitor the bills going for le-
gal services which amounts to
between $20,000 - $42,000 a
month which is quite a lot. She
questioned 2 line items in the
budget, one for pizza which
was under mutual aid and the
other under equipment and sup-
plies. She had a concern about
an item which was under vari-
ous capital improvements for
Hudson County Auto. “Under
Code Enforcement, there was
an item called ‘“Nuisance Main-
tenance”. There was an invoice
which had no name attached to
it. This is an abuse of due pro-
cess.”

Petrick responded, “Liens
were placed on some of these
properties. There is always a
Block and Lot number attached.
The tax collector would have
the full information.”

Carr then responded, “Nui-
sance Liens are attached to
properties, some of which are
vacant lots which habitually
have the same violations. There
is no pizza line in the budget. As
far as the item “Hudson County
Auto,” it was a truck that was
purchased by one of the city
departments, and it was autho-
rized by the council.”

Resident Justin Ross spoke
next. He was concerned about
the quality of life, “Many hous-
es are in disarray and there is
trash thrown about. I see there
are 6 properties on the agenda
which have tax liens for clean-
ups. This is a chronic issue. |
reached out to the police, code
enforcement and the parking
utility. They all used the ex-
cuse that everything is due to
COVID-19. Why are parking
infractions not being enforced?
There are safety issues with
speeding on residential streets,
loud noise, loud music, and so-
cial distancing (not being taken
seriously). Of all the city de-
partments that I have called, the
best response has come from
code enforcement. The police
are not able to handle all the
calls, and the quality of life is
declining. During these con-
ference calls, I can only catch
25% of what Mr. Carr says. |
sent a letter resigning from the
Library Board of Trustees and I
still have not gotten a response
(to make sure that the resigna-
tion was acknowledged). I even
reached out to the mayor.”

Carr responded, “The parking
utility is only working part-time
and only certain parking situ-
ations are being ticketed. The
police will handle concerns
involving residential parking
complaints. With COVID-19, a
lot of people are worried about
opening their doors to anyone.”

Fire Chief Ed Mullen came up
and talked about problems the
city is having right now regard-
ing the quality of life. “Fire-
works are a major issue all over
the country. Fireworks shot in
the air are illegal. 4 fires were
started last July 4™ from illegal
fireworks.”

Resident Jeremy Baratta
spoke next. He was beside him-
self regarding the Jewish Re-
naissance and the money they
were getting regarding the neg-
ative pressure unit which costs
$125,000. “Why would they be
handling substance abuse cases
when this is already handled by
our regular hospital? This is not
needed.” He then questioned
the budget for the planning and
zoning board members. “Will
they be getting any training?
There should be no money for
PARA. Stateside Affairs (which
is handling the public relations
for the city) are fundraisers and
media consultants for Wilda.
There is a conflict of interest.”
He then addressed Council-
man Irizarry and stated, “There
is a conflict of interest since
you were on her (the mayor’s)
team (in 2016). When the bid
for a public relations team was
submitted, there were 2 RFP’s
(Request for Proposals). At the
time, COVID-19 was not men-
tioned. Wilda has enough peo-
ple in her office to pick up the
slack. The other firm (who had
been doing press releases) had
more experience and they cost
less.”

The caucus meeting conclud-
ed in 6:57 p.m. The council then
went into closed session.

The regular council meeting
started at 8:24 p.m.

The first order of business was
a hearing of a citizen, which
was Jeremy Baratta of J. Barat-
ta Industries regarding OECD
Grants. Jeremy Baratta spoke
about the business grants due to
the coronavirus. He stated, “On
the flyer was a number for Tashi
Vazquez who would answer any
questions (regarding the grant
money). | emailed questions
involving the advertising of the
grants. That was on June 9. 1
emailed again on June 16™ and
copied the emails to others in
the city. I’'m still waiting for an-
swers to these emails. I question
the exact amount of the grants
and how many businesses they
expect to help. All grant money
is voted on and approved by the
council. Is the council going to
vote on this before any money
is awarded? I just want to start
a discussion about the criteria
to getting any money and how
it would be distributed. Look
through the application process.
Questions need to be answered
by the administration and is
there a way for you (the coun-
cil) to protect this money? I am
entitled as a taxpayer to get an-
swers in writing.”

B.A. Carr stated he would get
written responses to Baratta’s
questions.

Resident Jeremy Baratta ques-
tioned Ordinance No. 2 — Pro-
tective measures during a local
state of emergency. “Is there
such a thing as a municipal state
of emergency? New Jersey is a
pre-exemption state. There is
always a civilian in the path of
the police. They (civilians) are
given an oversight over state
laws. The OEM Director has
the authority to vote this (ordi-
nance) down.”

Resident Sharon Hubberman
spoke next. She also wanted to
address this ordinance, “What

about people who travel during
certain times? Is this ordinance
new?”

Council President Petrick re-
sponded, “It’s new.” He then
gave an example, “Such as
when Superstorm Sandy hit
Perth Amboy. People who lived
down by the Waterfront had cer-
tain restrictions as to when they
could go home to retrieve per-
sonal items. They were under
OEM directives.”

Hubberman then stated, “This
ordinance is too general. We
need parameters during the state
of emergency.”

OEM Director Larry Cattano
addressed Hubberman’s con-
cerns and stated a Title 40 Di-
rective which would include the
duties of an Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator. “This will
affect local resident’s health and
safety needs. There is a larger
scale of outside help if need-
ed. Sometimes a local state of
emergency does not rise to the
level of state statute. This may
only affect what local residents
may need. Some people ignore
orders. Not every municipality
will have the same issues.”
Public Comments on Agenda
Items Only:

Resident Jeremy Baratta
spoke first. He then brought up
the issue involving Stateside
Company who has been doing
PR work for the city regarding
the coronavirus. “They are not
insured, and they don’t have the
required workers compensation
insurance. They are not a le-
gitimate business nor legitimate
public contractors.”

Sharon Hubberman came up
to speak next. She referenced
R-227-6/20 — Urging the legis-
lature to oppose the governor’s
defunding of the Homestead
Benefit and Senior Freeze Pro-
grams. “The Homestead Benefit
should be defunded, and Gov-
ernor Murphy should not hold
these funds. Approve this reso-
lution.” She then questioned
the salary guide, specifically
mentioning the Superintendent
of Recreation, and the Super-
intendent of Maintenance. She
also questioned the amount of
$7,500 for a postage machine
and additional $7,500 for post-
age and miscellaneous expense.
“How was money spent and
how are they placed in the mis-
cellaneous expense column?”

R-188 then wasv opened up
for discussion. A public hear-
ing on amendments to CY:2020
Budget.

Jeremy Baratta spoke first. He
questioned items dealing with
the Planning and Zoning Board.
He asked the council if they
were aware of a fender-bender
that occurred recently. “An or-
dinance needs to be introduced
to account for the need to have
fiscal control. There is no ac-
countability and you have to
make sure we get what we paid
for. There needs to be a parity
between the Zoning and Plan-
ning Boards. Is any city money
going to PARA?”

Council President Petrick re-
sponded, “No.”

Sharon Hubberman came up
next to speak about the budget.
She questioned the increase of
$82,000.

Petrick responded, “It’s in
case, we (the council) need to
hire paraprofessionals. In the
police department, there was
a decrease in the FOP and the
PBA. There was no adjustment
for the Chief of Police.

When it came to voting, Or-
dinance No. 2 (state of emer-
gency) was moved by Irizarry
and seconded by Pabon. Ordi-
nance No. 1 First Reading — no
Public Discussion — (establish-
ing a schedule of salaries and
salary ranges for management
and non-union) was moved by
Irizarry and seconded by Caba.
For the consent agenda, R-203
(adopting statewide 2020 Bud-
get as amended) was moved
by Irizarry. R-204 (Authoriz-
ing emergency temporary ap-
propriations to extend the CY:
2020 Temporary Budget in
the amount of $4,931,927.21
was removed. For the consent
agenda, R-205 thru R-227 was
moved by Irizarry and second-
ed by Pabon. R-228 was added
to the agenda per discussions
during the closed session. This
was regarding approving pay-
ment to Stateside for services
rendered. It was unanimously
added to the agenda. Then they
voted to approve payment for
around $30,000 total to State-
side Affairs. It was moved by
Irizarry and seconded by Joel
Pabon. When it came time to
vote, Helmin Caba abstained.
Council President Bill Petrick
voted, “No.” Pabon, Tejeda, and
Irizarry voted, “yes”. Resolu-
tion passes.

Public Portion:

Market Street Resident Hec-
tor Gonzalez spoke first. He
mentioned the fire that occurred
on May 2™, 2020 on Madison
Avenue. He stated the cleanup
of this property was not being
done properly. “This house is
over 130 years old and I believe
there is lead paint inside the
structure.”

Council President Bill Petrick
then added, “There could also
be asbestos. People could throw
things out of windows into a
dumpster. Code Enforcement
should be involved and there
also should be a demolition per-
mit. The State DEP should be
involved. It’s like a Third World
operation that should have been
shut down from day one.”

Gonzalez continued, “Workers
are not wearing masks and I’'m
having asthma attacks. It is like
a Third World Country.”

Code Enforcement Director
Irving Lozada came on the line
and requested the address of the
structure that is being worked
on.

Gonzalez stated, “This struc-
ture is four feet from my prop-
erty, and I don’t know if they
have a permit (to do any work
on this building).”

Lozada then said, “The own-
ers are waiting for insurance.”
He asked for Gonzalez’s phone
number and stated he would fol-
low up on the situation the next
morning.”

Petrick spoke up again and
stated, “There is a possibility of
lead, dust, and asbestos. There

*Continued on Page 9
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Perth Amboy’s Back to Business Program Helps

Local Merchants Safely Reopen and Serve Customers
City and BID Guide Small Businesses to Strike
Balance between Reopening and Meeting Public Health Rules

Press Release 6/29/20

PERTH AMBOY, N.J. — The
City of Perth Amboy and its
Business Improvement District
(BID) have launched Back to
Business, a multi-pronged ef-
fort to help local businesses get
back on their feet while safely
taking care of their customers
and workers.

The “Back to Business” pro-
gram includes a grant assistance
program, safe reopening with
testing and providing and guid-
ance and planning on how to
meet public health rules when
reopening.

In discussing the city’s initia-
tive, Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda
Diaz said, “Our essential and
non-essential small businesses
suffered greatly during the 12-
plus week shutdown caused by
the coronavirus pandemic. We
are finding new ways to assist
small businesses by offering
financial incentives and guide-
lines for protecting employees
and clients while reopening.
Our goal is to energize business
activity in the downtown area
and keep everyone as safe as
possible and we are doing this
together with the BID.”
Local Partnerships

The Back to Business pro-

gram brings together local or-
ganizations with a long tradition
of serving city residents and the
small business community. The
Jewish Renaissance Medical
Center has provided healthcare
professionals to conduct the
antibody and COVID testing at
Raritan Bay Area YMCA for
business owners and employ-
ees, in addition to their most
recent donation of hundreds of
face shields for local business
owners. Internally, the City’s
Office of Economic and Com-
munity Development (OECD)
and the BID are jointly funding
the $180,000 Small Business
Grant program for payroll sup-
port.
Outdoor Dining

The City and BID are encour-

aging downtown restaurants
and cafes to reopen by offering
outdoor dining. With work of
Code Enforcement, Municipal
Clerk’s Office and the Mayor’s
Office, BID has created an on-
line application for ease of use
and submission for eateries to
participate, the city has waived
a total of $350 in application
and permit fees normally as-
sessed to set-up sidewalk cafes.

BID Presents New Guidelines
for Personal Care Businesses

Also, the BID organized an
information meeting for the
owners of nail and hair salons,
barber shops and personal-care
businesses in the downtown
district. The State of New Jer-
sey has issued a detailed list of
requirements that these types
of businesses need to follow
when they reopen with the guid-
ance of the Perth Amboy Police
Department and the Office of
Emergency Management.

BID Chairman Barry Rosen-
garten stated, “The BID office is
communicating with our local
businesses so they can safely
reopen and start generating rev-
enue to meet their expenses in-
cluding workers’ salaries.”
BID’s Back to Business Pro-
gram

Here is a recap of the broad
range of “Back of Business”
programs that Perth Amboy and
the BID has been working on
for the past several weeks and
launched in support of the safe
reopening of local businesses:

e Supporting OECD with
$30,000 of BID funding to
launch the $180,000 Small
Business Grant program that
provides companies with up to
$3,500 in wage funding for low-
to moderate income employees.
The application for the CO-
VID-19 Small Business Grant
is available online at: https://
tinyurl.com/y9rts3fh,

e Partnered with the Jewish
Renaissance Medical Center
to provide antibody and COV-

ID-19 testing for business own-
ers and employees with no out-
of-pocket expense,

* Partnered with City to coordi-
nate and facilitate the meeting
with owners of personal care
businesses to present New Jer-
sey’s guide list of reopening and
operating requirements,

* Redirected annual Indepen-
dence Day fireworks celebra-
tion planning and fundraising
efforts to create and launch the
not-for-profit Celebrate Perth
Amboy COVID-19 Help com-
mittee that is raising $100,000
to purchase groceries and
household supplies for local
families. To learn more about
this visit www.perthamboyco-
vidhelp.org

* Created signage for all busi-
nesses city-wide alerting shop-
pers on the general reminders
for safety,

e Continually providing as-
sistance to business owners
regarding federal grant infor-
mation and availability, state
guidelines for reopening and
public health safety and infor-
mation on local efforts.

About the Perth Amboy Busi-
ness Improvement District

(BID)
The Perth Amboy BID serves

local businesses and property
owners with support for eco-
nomic revitalization, business
promotion and educational re-
sources. The BID also serves
the community and its visitors
by scheduling and coordinating
a year-long schedule of special
events. The programs include
business seminars, skill build-
ing programs for employees.
The BID has also made signifi-
cant capital improvements, by
offering facade grants to small
businesses within the district
and by helping maintain the
City’s streetscapes by informa-
tion kiosks, planters and direc-
tional signs, as well as seasonal
decorations.

Reynolds-Jackson, Holley & Wimberly Introduce
Bill to Designate Juneteenth as a
State & Public Holiday

Press Release 6/24/20
TRENTON — As cities through-
out the state move to recognize
Juneteenth as a day of remem-
brance and reflection in their
communities, Assembly Demo-
crats Verlina Reynolds-Jack-
son, Jamel Holley, and Benjie
Wimberly sponsor legislation to
have the historical commemo-
ration designated as a state and
public holiday in New Jersey.
The bill (A-4315) would des-
ignate the third Friday in June
in each year as Juneteenth Day,
which commemorates June
19, 1865, when Union Gen-
eral Gordon Granger rode into
Galveston, Texas to inform
enslaved Africans of the 1863
Emancipation Proclamation and
their freedom. The announce-

ment from General Granger led
to celebration and jubilation,
which has continued each year
in various forms throughout
the United States for over 150
years.

The sponsors—Assembly-
woman Reynolds-Jackson
(D-Mercer, Middlesex, Hunt-
erdon), and Assemblymen Hol-
ley (D-Union) and Wimberly
(D-Bergen, Passaic)— issued
the following statement on the
legislation:

“We’re at another set of
crossroads in this country’s
history—just as we were in
1863— where we can decide
to move humanity forward by
once again acknowledging the
wrongs committed against Afri-
can Americans and taking bold

action to correct them.

“A visual illustration of the
impact of centuries of system-
atic and institutionalized racism
has our country reeling over the
question, “Why?” Why does
this continue to persist in our
communities today?

“Juneteenth was a defining
moment in American History,
claiming the beginning of Afri-
can American independence in
this country. It is time for the
commemoration of a pivotal
moment in history to become an
official state holiday, underscor-
ing its importance to our com-
munities and giving time for
reflection on how far we have
come and have to go to achieve
equality and justice for all.”

OBITUARY: Ronald A. Jobin

May 4, 1937 - June 27, 2020

PERTH AMBOY/TOMS RIVER - Ronald A. Jobin, 83, passed
away peacefully at his home on June 27, 2020 surrounded by his
loving family.

He is survived by his wife of nearly 59 years, Barbara (Wallace).
Ron was the most incredible dad to Laura (Keith) Cornish, Su-
zanne (Albert) Hines, Eileen Szewczyk and Stephen (Lori) Jobin.
He was a devoted, adoring grandpa to Timothy Hines, Samantha
and Kerianne Szewczyk and Shawn and Ronald James Jobin.
Ronald was predeceased by his parents Armand Jobin and Louise
Jobin Smith, his brothers, Edmour and Kenneth Jobin, and his
sister, Shirley Holden.

Born in New York City, as a teenager, Ron moved to Staten

Island where he attended St. Peters High School and graduated
from Rutgers University. In 1963 he and Barbara settled in New
Jersey, raising their children in the Metuchen/Edison area. As a
parishioner of St. Francis, a North Edison Little League coach,
and assistant baseball coach at St. Joseph’s High School, Ron
took pride in volunteering his time to young people in his com-
munity. He was a dedicated role model for those he mentored,
and his positive influence continues to inspire the next genera-
tion.
Ron retired from Western Electric after 30 years and relocated to
Toms River in 1994. As a resident of the Greenbriar Woodlands
Community, he enjoyed golfing, bocce, and being a member of
the Men’s Club and Finance Committee.

Ron was a founding member of the FIDES Club, a loyal fan
of the Lakewood Blue Claws and NY Giants, and an avid ge-
nealogy buff. He loved block parties, Halloween celebrations
and family vacations, especially the Outer Banks. All who knew
Ron enjoyed spending time with him, as his caring nature always
made them feel special. Remember Ron with a toast and a smile
and think of him with love!

We will celebrate Ron’s life and legacy at Silverton Memorial
Funeral Home, 2482 Church Rd., Toms River, NJ on Wednesday
July 1 from 4-7 PM, followed by a funeral mass at St. Luke’s Ro-
man Catholic Church on July 2 at 10:30 AM.

In lieu of flowers, please honor Ron’s memory by donating to
your favorite charity or performing a random act of kindness on

his behalf.

Johnson, Conaway & Zwicker
Bill to Establish NJ Fuel Cell
Task Force Signed into Law

Press Release 6./19/20

TRENTON — Aiming to boost
adoption of clean energy alter-
natives and grow the market
for fuel cells in New Jersey,
legislation (A-741) to establish
a 15-member task force within
the Board of Public Utilities
(BPU) on the use of fuel cell
technologies was signed into
law by the Governor on Friday.

Fuel cells facilitate the com-
bining of hydrogen and oxygen
to make water, and convert the
chemical energy into electric-
ity. The cells can be used in all-
purpose generators as well as
integrated with stationary ma-
chinery, specialty vehicles like
forklifts, portable floodlights,
and motor vehicles giving them
broad applications.

Sponsors of the bill now law,
Assembly Democrats Gordon
Johnson (D-Bergen), Herb
Conaway (D-Burlington) and
Andrew Zwicker (D-Somerset,
Mercer, Middlesex, Hunterdon)

released the following joint
statement:

“As the applications of fuel
cell technology continue to
grow, we are looking at an ev-
er-increasing capacity to shift
away from fossil fuels and
toward better, cleaner power
sources. By creating a central
task force comprised of cross-
sector experts, this measure
takes the first step in accelerat-
ing New Jersey’s implementa-
tion of fuel cell technologies.

“Engaging State departments,
local government, industry and
the public on the topic of fuel
cells, the task force would be
largely beneficial in helping
develop policy recommenda-
tions and a course of regulatory
action. If we plan to make New
Jersey’s goal of 100 percent
clean energy by 2050 a reality,
keeping at pace with innova-
tions and integrating clean en-
ergy technologies will be criti-
cal.”

Attend Public Meetings

Have Your Voice Heard!
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are state laws on the books, and
this is not being followed.”

Gonzalez said, “There could
be long term health affects (for
the workers and the residents in
the surrounding area).”

Resident Jeremy Baratta
then came up to speak. Baratta
thanked Council President Pet-
rick for voting his conscience
(regarding payment to State-
side Affairs for public relations
work). “The mayor keeps hiring
people not qualified, then the
council votes to cover up what
she does. I'm beside myself.
This is another shell company
that changes their name and you
(the council) keep falling for it.
I’m not letting this go.” Baratta
then questioned if the council
has to go to any classes (per-
taining to their duties).

Petrick responded, “There is
an ethics class that the council
has to go to through the DCA
(Department of Community Af-
fairs).”

Resident Sharon Hubberman
spoke next. She asked when
will the council meetings be
held indoors. “The clarity and
transmission are very poor dur-
ing these teleconference meet-
ings.” She continued, “The gov-

ernor lifted some restrictions
and we could be seated inside
buildings. “I couldn’t hear what
Business Administrator Freder-
ick Carr was saying most of the
time. Look for alternative ways
to hold meetings.”

Resident Vince Mackiel came
up and referenced the COV-
ID-19 crisis. “T have my service
vaccination forms and they list
all of my shots I’ve received.
We have many people in the
city that have been exposed,
and many have not been tested.
Don’t fear inoculations. 40% of
people are asymptomatic and
they probably have had those
symptoms anywhere from 2 to
3 months.”

Council Comments:

Councilman Helmin Caba
asked, “When the parking me-
ters be operational?”

Carr explained that July 6th
will be when the city starts en-
forcing the parking meters.

Council President Petrick sug-
gested that the high school can
be used for a council meeting.

Councilman Fernando Irizarry
had no comments.

Councilman Joel Pabon com-
mented that the Board of Edu-
cation is waiting for the deci-
sion regarding what will be
done with the Water’s Stadium

Entrance (regarding the historic
fagade — to replace or restore it).
“The wave parade for the grad-
uation ceremony was very inter-
esting. There were more people
in that parade than I’ve seen in
a long time. I want to thank all
the companies who contributed
(to make the parade possible).
Be safe. Be careful, but don’t be
completely isolated.”

Councilwoman Milady Tejeda
congratulated the Board of Edu-
cation for doing a good job. “I
was touched to see all the grad-
uates who were humble and ap-
preciative (of what was done in
their honor).” She then asked,
“When will protective fencing
go up in Washington Park?”

Business Administrator Carr
replied, “After the sewer line
connections are completed in
that area.”

Council President William
Petrick thanked all who called
in for their patience and partici-
pation in the meeting.

At the last minute, Council-
man Fernando Irizarry wished
everyone a Happy Fourth of
July! Council President Bill
Petrick concluded the meeting
with the same sentiment. “Hap-
py Fourth of July!” The meeting
ended at 9:45 p.m.

Teleconferencing Technical Issues,
Corporate Distribution Center,

Waterfront Parking Topics of Discussion
6 17 20 Council Meeting via Teleconference

*Continued from Page 6

an amazing beachfront as an
unpolished gem. The parking
lot is at maximum capacity in
the morning. I understand it is a
free beach to be enjoyed by ev-
eryone. The parking lot is being
used by everyone here. It has
an extremely high traffic use.
Is there any way we have South
Amboy resident’s parking? We
have a lot of overflow in park-
ing. There is extensive parking
at the county park. Can we open
the school parking lot for park-
ing? Maximizing with one-hour
park opening or have something
to cater to South Amboy resi-

dents? We need to look at park-
ing for residents.”

B.A. Glenn Skarzynski an-
swered Lisa Joseph’s concerns,
“I asked Ms. Joseph to join the
public portion.”

Council President Mickey
Gross said, “I think you have a
valid point and it’s something
worth looking into.”

Joseph said, “This might be
one thing of three months of
quarantine. We should not turn
away our residents. The devel-
opment can only take so much
parking. We just came off 3
months of quarantine.”

Councilwoman Dato said,
“It’s an interesting idea. How
would we monitor it? We would

have to man it 24 hours. That’s
if the county says you can open
the lot to 100% at this point.”

B.A. Skarzynski said, “There
are a couple of options, whether
it be a decal or badges.”

Gross added, “We should have
a discussion to address this to
make it right.”

Joseph then concluded, “All it
takes is to put up a sign tomor-
row. It’s something we can do
now.”

Law Director Francis Wom-
ack requested that the coun-
cil go into a closed session to
discuss litigation. The council
went into closed session at 8:26
p-m. All council members were
present.

Lopez, Pinkin & Freiman Bill to Extend Cover-
age of COVID-19 Testing and Care Delivered via
Telehealth and Telemedicine Clears Committee

Press Release 6/23/20
TRENTON — The Assembly
Health Committee advanced a
measure (A-4215) Tuesday to
enable provisions of legislation
(A-3843 and A-3860) — con-
cerning coverage of COVID-19
testing and telehealth and tele-
medicine care — to remain in
effect for 90 days after the de-
clared state of emergency and
public health emergency end.
Sponsors of the bill, Assem-
bly Democrats Yvonne Lopez
(D-Middlesex), Nancy Pinkin
(D-Middlesex) and Roy Frei-
man (D- Hunterdon, Mercer,

Middlesex and Somerset) is-
sued the following joint state-
ment:

“As New Jersey gradually re-
opens, we are reminded that the
novel coronavirus still poses a
significant risk to public health.
With that in mind, to mitigate
future spread, the State’s strat-
egy has been to look toward a
‘new normal’, one that relies
heavily on access to testing and
remote delivery of healthcare.

“Prior legislation set out to
make testing as well as tele-
health and telemedicine univer-
sally accessible, but only ac-

counted for its need during the
period of declared emergency.
This legislation takes a critical
step to ensure testing and care
can remain safe and affordable
beyond this point. It functions
to provide crucial time to assess
the continuing role of policy in
these areas.”

The measure would require the
Commissioner of Human Ser-
vices to receive federal approv-
al for State plan amendments or
waivers prior to provisions of
the bill being implemented.

It now goes to the Speaker for
further consideration.
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Yvonne Lopez
Assemblywoman 19 Legislative District

New Jersey General Assembly
2020 Census

Once every ten years, New
Jersey residents get the op-
portunity to shape the future
of their state and its resources
and representation in Wash-
ington D.C. This opportunity
comes in the form of the de-
cennial census. Mandated by
the Constitution, the U.S.
Census Bureau has been
counting the U.S. population
since 1790. While we have
come a long way from con-
ducting a census count by

Asw. Yvonne Lopez

horseback, the census remains just as important for New Jersey.

New Jersey has a lot at stake in the 2020 census and so do all of
us as individual residents. The census determines billions in fed-
eral dollars to support everything from college tuition aide, social
service programs and affordable housing. Universities, hospitals,
school systems and other essential services also depend on the
census for their resource allocations. If money is not enough of a
driving force, the census also determines our representation in
Congress. In 1980 New Jersey had 15 congressional districts and
every census since then the state has lost more seats resulting in a
net loss of 3 congressional representatives. Right now New Jer-
sey has 12 congressional districts and if we lose another district,
the state will have one less advocate for New Jersey issues in the
House of Representatives. Finally an accurate census count is
crucial for accurate data on our state. Everyone from college stu-
dents working on a research paper to the business development
manager of a Fortune 500 Company rely on census data to make
decisions and justify policy. Inaccurate information can lead to a
host of issues where NJ and its communities are short changed.

Hopefully, you now see the importance of the U.S. census and
how its results not only impact the state as a whole but your indi-
vidual lives as well. So, I am asking you to step up and become a
census champion. There are many hard to count communities in
New Jersey, including Perth Amboy, and we can all help make
sure our most vulnerable communities get the resources they
need. As a census champion all you have to do is encourage your
friends and family members to complete the census.

The census can be completed by phone and online, with a turn-
around time of 5 minutes. Your information is protected by state
of the art software and federal law, meaning your information
will never be released in any way. If you haven't done so already,
please complete your 2020 census today. New Jersey is counting
on all of us to do our part and we cannot let our state down!

To complete your census online, please visit 2020census.gov and
to complete your census by phone please dial, 1-844-330-2020
(English) and 1-844-468-2020 (Spanish).

iz

Gustav J. Novak
Funeral Hom -
Services of Remembrance Since 1932
During Your Time of Need
We are Here for You!
eTraditional Funerals eCremation Services
ePre-Planned Funeral Services ePublic Assistance Accepted
eShipment to Foreign Locations
Family Owned and Operated
Available 24 Hours / Se Habla Espaiiol

419 Barclay St.
Perth Amboy NJ, 08861
732-826-4525
Joseph P. Diaz % Gary Earl Rumpf
% Manager \ Director
NJLIC No 3841 < NJLIC Noém
\\_ 9 IS ) I jj‘/‘

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado
Specializing In

e Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959
Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com
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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

——————————————] — Iris Benzan- Diaz President
R &S GLASS & MIRROR INC. R L . GORZAREZ 213 aples. Cro
ATTORNEY AT LAW Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
Lo “BOBCHAPMAN b ctown, Eerthamboy@gmall com o\H =
602 STATE ST, 2ND FLOOR PERTH AMBOY, NJ 08861 ph.(732) 442-8809 %/ A SUPERMARKET FOR SAVINGE!

'I_i ‘:‘-. HA”Y 4?" OFJULY,' | .‘,_?1,-:.5.

e fax (732) 442-0453 r-: =
* Auto * Residential u]l_lﬂﬁppv 4th Of Julv! }E :

L TS
lii * Commercial * Industrial
g 414 Amboy Ave.
Perth Amboy NJ,08861 QTEL: (732) 697-1134 /FAX: (732) 697-1135
- (732) 442-5433 M @ www.eliasandgonzalez.com
> Board up service (732) 429-9072 B4 dfg@eliasandgonzalez.com

" PETRICK'S FLOWERS |

TORRES MINTMARKET
Happy Fourth of July \,ﬁg_,
Specializing in Roast Pork and r‘;x-
Roast Chicken
and Best Sandwiches in the City :
Proprietor | Propretario 7%
Luis & Nelly Torres

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK il
403 Bruck Ave. (732) 442-8740
Perth Amboy,NJ Fax: (732) 442-4151

Ath oFJuLY "

717 CONVERY BOULEVARD (ROUTE 35)
PERTH AMBOY NEW/JERSEY 08861
TEL: 732-826-5555- FAX: 732-826-4653

Happy Fourth of July!
Home of the free because of the brave.

Happy
< EEn <oF
HUGO FLEITES INC.

362 STATE STREET
PERTH AMBOY, NJ 08861

732-826-1124 OFFICE
732-902-9156 FAX Senator Joseph F. Vitale

wilma.matey@comcast.net
“Specializing in Auto, Commercial 1 :
& Residential Insurance since 1971” Speaker Cralg J Coughlln
Wilma R. Matey,Broker, Notary Republic
Home Owners/Apartment Rentals ASSCmbl) woman Yvonne LOpeZ
Buildings/Vacant or Occupied
Restaurants and so much more.

We Have Competitive Pricing, Premium Financi : : : .
e e T Jointly paid for and authorized by the Election Funds of

& Fantastic Friendly Customer Service
POl e v Joseph F. Vitale, Craig J. Coughlin and Yvonne Lopez
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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

_ | | ANDERL & OAKLEY, P.C / %
B AYS I D E C R E A M E RY e A
S
( Sy
,\nglappy 4th Of July
Happy 4th of July! URKA ANDERLLESQ.
{ - ATTORNEYSATLAW N
® 2 \‘ff}* :'\
Serving Over 36 Flavors A mmemn
= 309 MAPLE STREET 20 NASSAU STREET
Premium Ice Cream En :*;:sg;m:sﬁ*
FAX (732) 324.8908 FAX (609) 921-8907
& Soft Serve
Enjoy our delicious ice cream and
the beautiful historic =
Raritan Bay waterfront. Bob Rinklin ~ Public &——
We are located near the Marina. Relations
- Essential Public Relations
Open Every Day from 1 p.m.-9:30 p.m. IR - Wr07s 765 0105
- rinklin@comcast.net
273 Front Street ririnklin@optimum.net
Perth Amboy, New Jersey Serving Perth Amboy’s Small Business
732 _442_7200 Community for Five Years
America’s Independence Day!

Amboy Eye Center

94 Smith St. * Perth Amboy 73 2-442-2027

Next to Rite-Aid

Kevin Geiger, OD NJ Lic# 270A00519600/27TO00008800

“WHERE QUALITY EYE CARE Sl R
MEETS QUALITY EYE WEAR”
Eyemed - Medicare H ave A

Horizon PPO -Aetna- Cigna PPO -Oxford- United HealthCare
VSP - NJ Family Care Horizon

Call for an Appointment and we'll check your benefits. Discounts Available H a p py & Sa fe

Outside RX’s Wele Fourth of July

Thursday i Saturday

10:00 ! 9:30

6:00 6:00

— Se Habla Espanol —
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Pallone Leads Introduction of Historic $1.5 Trillion Infrastructure Bill
The legislation includes Pallone’s Living Shore Shorelines Act that protects coastal communities from sea level
rise and stronger storms caused by climate change

Press Release 6/22/20
WASHINGTON, DC - Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(NJ-06) today announced the
introduction of an historic $1.5
trillion infrastructure bill that
would rebuild America’s infra-
structure, stimulate our econ-
omy, create millions of good
paying jobs and make invest-
ments in clean energy initiatives
to combat climate change. The
Moving Forward Act invests in
roads, bridges and clean energy
to put the United States on a
path toward zero carbon emis-
sions while creating safer com-
munities and roads.

As Chairman of House Energy
and Commerce Committee, Pal-
lone authored the clean energy,
safe drinking water, broadband
and health infrastructure provi-
sions in the bill.

The Moving Forward Act
makes critical investments in
public lands and the environ-
ment with the goal of protect-
ing coastal habitats and ma-
rine ecosystems. It includes
Pallone’s Living Shorelines
Act that protects coastal com-
munities from sea level rise
and stronger storms caused by
climate change. The bill cre-
ates a federal grant program
through the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion to assist states, localities
and non-governmental organi-

zations (NGOs) in constructing
living shorelines. The Living
Shorelines Act will help pro-
tect coastal communities from
the effects of climate change,
including more flooding from
sea level rise and stronger hur-
ricanes, by harnessing proven
natural infrastructure solutions.
Last year, Pallone held an event
in Keyport where living shore-
lines already are strengthening
the coastline in New Jersey.

“There is no better way to
jumpstart our economy and
advance our country’s momen-
tum toward a green future than
to modernize our badly aging
infrastructure. The coronavi-
rus pandemic has wiped out
more than 600,000 clean energy
jobs, stifling both our economy
and our fight against climate
change. This bill will help us
rebuild our economy with a $70
billion investment in clean ener-
gy,” Pallone said. “This bill also
invests $30 billion to upgrade
our nation’s health infrastruc-
ture, allowing us to effectively
respond to the coronavirus pan-
demic, prepare for future public
health crises and improve the
overall quality of care across
the country.

“The Moving Forward Act
makes critical investments that
will help my home state of
New Jersey, including a much-
needed investment in modes of

transportation my constituents
use every day, including roads,
bridges, and Amtrak. I’'m also
proud that my Living Shore-
lines Act was included in this
bill. Since Superstorm Sandy,
we have invested hundreds of
millions of dollars to make New
Jersey more resilient against
the effects of climate change.
This legislation will provide
additional help so communi-
ties can use living shorelines
to effectively mitigate future
flooding while benefiting local
economies. Strengthening liv-
ing shorelines will also improve
the local environment by sup-
porting water quality and habi-
tats for local wildlife and fish
as well as provide enhanced op-
portunities for recreation,” Pal-
lone concluded.

The Moving Forward Act:

e Delivers better roads and
bridges faster with more than
$300 billion of investment that
prioritizes fixing what we al-
ready have, including tens of
thousands of structurally defi-
cient bridges.

* Invests more than $100 bil-
lion in transit to put more zero-
emission buses on the road, add
new routes, and provide more
reliable service, resulting in
better transit options and fewer
single-occupant cars clogging
highways.

* Invests in programs, projects,

and materials that emphasize re-
siliency while reducing carbon
pollution from the transporta-
tion sector, including $1.4 bil-
lion in alternative fuel charging
infrastructure.

e Triples funding for Amtrak
to $29 billion, allowing for up-
grades and expansion of the
passenger rail network, and
improves rail crossing safety
and addresses increasingly long
trains that block crossings for
longer than ten minutes, which
impacts local traffic and emer-
gency response times.

* Modernizes our energy infra-
structure for a clean energy fu-
ture by investing more than $70
billion to transform our electric
grid to accommodate more re-
newable energy, expand renew-
able energy, strengthen existing
infrastructure, help develop an
electric vehicle charging net-
work, and support energy ef-
ficiency, weatherization, and
Smart Communities infrastruc-
ture.

e Puts Americans to work
strengthening our  coasts
through a $3 billion grant pro-
gram for shovel-ready proj-
ects to restore Great Lakes and
coastal habitats and marine
ecosystems, with priority given
to qualifying communities of
color.

* Modernizes the nation’s health
care infrastructure by invest-

ing $30 billion to upgrade hos-
pitals to increase capacity and
strengthen care, help communi-
ty health centers respond to CO-
VID-19 and future public health
emergencies, improve clinical
laboratory infrastructure, and
increase capacity for communi-
ty-based care.

* Protects access to safe drink-
ing water by investing over $25
billion in the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund and other
programs to ensure all commu-
nities have clean drinking water
and to help remove dangerous
contaminants like PFAS from
local water systems.

* Revitalizes our communities
and creates jobs by investing
$2.7 billion for Brownfields
redevelopment and returning
valuable land to productive use.
e Delivers affordable high-
speed broadband Internet ac-
cess to all parts of the country
by investing $100 billion to
promote competition for broad-
band internet infrastructure to
unserved and underserved rural,
suburban, and urban communi-
ties, prioritizing communities in
persistent poverty and ensuring
that broadband-related support
is being administered in an ef-
ficient, technology-neutral, and
financially sustainable manner.

Assemblyman
Joe Danielsen
Returns to
Franklin Food
Bank to Donate
Free Pizzas
and Facemasks
to Families in
Need

Press Release 6/22/20
SOMERSET - Last month, As-
semblyman Joe Danielsen (D-
Middlesex, Somerset) stood
behind the flame and made 60
pizzas at the Franklin Food
Bank to donate them and face-
masks to residents in line for
groceries. This past Thursday,
he returned.

This time, his team had the
help of Franklin Township
Councilmen Sivaraman "Ram"
Anbarasan and Will Galtieri
and Coucilwoman Crystal
Pruitt.

Together, they made and gave
out 70 pizzas to families in need
and donated 10 PPE facemasks
to each family.

"These are the people who
need it the most and are strug-
gling during these times," Dan-
ielsen said, adding "When you
see the look of joy on every-
one's face, it is well worth the
effort. 'We must all help each
other out during these difficult
times and pull together. That is
what community is about."

Singer, Verrelli
Commend DOH
Overdose Study

Grants for

Municipalities

Press Release 6/24/20
TRENTON - On the recent an-
nouncement by the Department
of Health to create overdose
study grant opportunities for lo-
cal health departments, Senator
Robert Singer (R-Monmouth,
Ocean) and Assemblyman An-
thony Verrelli (D-Mercer, Mid-
dlesex, Hunterdon) issued the
following statement:

“We commend the New Jersey
Department of Health for creat-
ing a grant program to expand
and integrate overdose fatality
review teams (OFRTSs) across
the state.

“This program will do exactly
what we wanted to accomplish
with our bill, A-798 (Verrelli) /
S-52 (Singer), which aimed to
establish OFRTs in each county
through legislative action.

“We applaud the administra-
tion of Governor Phil Murphy
for not waiting for this measure
to progress through both cham-
bers of the legislature to imple-
ment OFRTs as soon as pos-
sible.

“It is only with rigorous data
analysis, research, and evalu-
ation that we can further our
work of preventing fatal drug
overdoses among our families,
friends, and neighbors.”

-

Unsung Heroes: Catholic
Charities’ PACT Teams

Press Release 6/29/20

PERTH AMBOY - In the media
- newspapers, television, and
on-line, we hear about heroes
in hospitals, EMS, police, su-
permarkets, food pantries, Am-
azon and so many others that
step up in times of crisis. We
are so grateful for their service
and compassion. Dr. Esther
Schlesinger wants you to know
about another group of heroes.
Dr. Schlesinger works for the
Program of Assertive Commu-
nity Treatment (PACT) team in
Middlesex County at Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Metuchen,
serving those with serious and
persistent mental illness.

PACT teams exist throughout
the state and in fact the coun-
try.  Catholic Charities oper-
ates three PACT teams within
Middlesex County — in Perth
Amboy, East Brunswick, and
New Brunswick. These teams
are comprised of a variety of
staff members, including nurs-
es, social workers, licensed
counselors and substance abuse
counselors, peer advocates, vo-

cational specialists, housing
specialists, team leaders, and
psychiatrists.

These staff members work on
the front lines, delivering food
and medication, providing ac-
tivities, and transporting clients
to urgent doctor appointments.
The PACT teams provide sup-

port 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. They support families
and communicate with hospital
staff as needed.

The Catholic Charities' Pro-
gram of Assertive Community
Treatment (PACT) is guided by
the principal that individuals
with mental illness, even those
with the most impaired func-
tioning, can reside in normal
settings in the community if ad-
equate supports and services are
provided.

Last year Catholic Charities’
PACT teams provided more
than 15,000 hours of support
to PACT consumers. We join
Dr. Schlesinger in bringing to
light the wonderful work of the
PACT team heroes to make sure
their contributions are not over-
looked.
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Hair and Nail Salon Reopening Meeting at Ciro's, Perth Amboy, 6/18/20

*Photos by Katherine Massopust
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aul Food Pantry 6/6/20

Submitted by Jerry Yaros

How the Perth Amboy Salvation
Army Corps Has Been Helping
That Community and Beyond...

Submitted by Terese Kelly
Greer

PERTH AMBOY - The Salva-
tion Army, one of the Nation’s
largest disaster relief organiza-
tions, is serving as the #1 char-
ity in feeding the tens of thou-
sands of New Jerseyans in need
during COVID-19. Many of the
Salvation Army locations are
helping double, if not triple the
amount of people they usually
serve — Perth Amboy being one
of them, specifically since there
are 2,000 coronavirus cases in
the town. Last year in April, the
Perth Amboy location provided
more than 11,000 meals. This
past April, they provided more
than 41,000. Normally, Perth
Amboy serves 100-150 families
— by next week, they will serve
450 families out of their food
pantry. One of the first days,
within 18 minutes, they helped
100 plus people.

Bottom line, they have seen
people who wouldn’t normally
come to the Salvation Army nor
ask for help. There are people
coming with “beat up cars” as
well as SUVs and BMWs. More
children coming with parents or
people coming for their elderly
parents — a woman, age 29,
with three kids came for help
— her husband passed from the

virus. In addition, they are see-
ing people beyond Perth Amboy
-- people travel from Sayreville,
Woodbridge and Carteret.

Sidebar story: the Perth Am-
boy Salvation Army officer
Mhairi Smeaton has been get-
ting volunteer help from the
Latin American Motorcycle As-
sociation (LAMA). The other
day they were scheduled to re-
ceive 7 palates of food for their
pantry and 15 palates were de-
livered. The Association of bik-
ers didn’t let her lift a finger —
they helped to bring the palates
into the pantry. She also said
that the Perth Amboy commu-
nity has been working together
— the Township, other food pan-
tries, Soup Kitchen 411, etc.
She has received several anony-
mous donations of bleach and
personal care items.

In addition to monetary do-
nations, they are also in need
of snacks for kids, crayons and
other activities, personal care
items, diapers, baby food and
pet food/supplies.

The Salvation Army officer
also mentioned that they are
getting requests for help with
funeral services — which they of
course don’t have the funds to
provide.

PERTH AMBOY - Last Saturday was one of the busiest at the Perth Amboy St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry. Megan Goodwin continued her project of giving out presents to the
children who had birthdays this month. We received from McFoods County Warehouse, 100 cases of fruits and vegetables and 50 cases of milk that the volunteers distributed to
351 families along with the regular bags of groceries. We gave out a record of over 8000 lbs. of food. Carlos Capellan from State Farm Insurance, Caldwell, donated 200 bags of
cereal and helped with the distribution. LeeAnn Leathem and KG Brown, have been doing the registrations every Saturday since the onset of the covid virus. As you can see from
the pictures, our volunteers did an outstanding job of providing supplemental food to our needy families.

Barge Outdoor Dining, Perth Amboy

PERTH AMBOY - Enjoying
outside dining at the Barge.

THANK YOU F

*Photos by Carolyn Maxwell

OR YOUR SUPPORT
RIENDS OF THE BARGE

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM
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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

Ana Marra Zevallos/Skrocki
HOME for FUNERALS
732-826-1321

WE ARE OPEN By Appointment Only!
Q{F emamlo s Unisex Hmrs*r‘ylmg £LC

469 State Street-Perth Amboy

During Your Time of Need...... :
e'Traditional Funerals g“ﬁ% é‘:::"f
. 3 —— Saen ’ Lt}
o Cremation Services : N.J. License #4192
o Pre-Planned Funeral Services L
sShipment to Foreign Locations |
ePublic Assistance Accepted

Phon: 732-324 0283

848-203-2338 639 Amboy Ave .
fernandoshairstyling@yahoo.com  Perth Amboy NJ 08861

4TH ]ULY

IIHDEPEHDEHCE DAY
Be Safe and God Bless.

PERTH AMBOY

il Bt LN |, Cafik, T il s

-BUNIONS = HAMMERTOES
*CORNS & CALLUSES Y -HEEL PAIN

«DIABETIC FOOT CARE S -INGROWN TOENAILS

B -FRACTURES B ‘ULCERS/FOOT WOUNDS
¥ -FUNGUS NAILS i

HAPPY

- FOURTH ' Se Habla Espanol
VOTE COLUMN B OF JULY!! 252 SMITH ST., PERTH AM’VBOY

( ™)
Happy 4th of July to All Our Customers

22 Feliz 4 de Julio (\:#e es

‘S?ﬁ\ From = , ) :
(‘UISQUEYA HEAT _
prEs 249 Madison Ave.os

63 C.ltalpa Ave. 732-293-1090
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

Wishing Everyone a Happy Independence Day!

PR == o SOCOSTOSDBOGBEEEOTOONEEO0D > =

'AJJIIS IS BACKI!

; Perth Amboy’s Finest & Only Homemade Ice Cream!

Try Out Our New ARSI R =5
e amnne . GET A FREE :
We Have Dairy Free And Vegan Options! : :
. | o 3 . I Dole Whip Cone '

Brownie Special, & Cookie Lovers : With anv bnrchase :

& Peanut Butter Lovers Sundaes i Y, S i
A 4 1
Tﬁ'_ Our Famous Coconut Helados Tropicales 1 I
N (] ]
M & All Our Other Homemade Flavors : (7 32) 442-5111 I
Q 810 Amboy Ave, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 :
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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

* PERTH AMBOY ARTWORKS PRESENTS

STRY

FEATURING

JOE JRCK
TRLCUM

GF T'HIE L Ei‘q El' v fllme '-_ll'lll'

. 7 ;/ - MIXEY ERGH
AUTO INJURY CASES / FALL DOWNS c‘q Tﬂf ]-E ‘

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS ¥ a
M FAMILY MATTERS / DIVORCES / CHILD

CUSTODY / SUPPORT \s . LUKE

During Your Time of Need
We are Here for You!

e Traditional Funerals
sCremation Services

o Pre-Planned Funeral Services

e5Shipment to Foreign Locations
s Public Assistance Accepted
Family Owned and Operated
Available 24 Hours / S

JULY ZTH | WORKERS COMPENSATION / ¥
BANKRUPTCY CASES/Billingual Staff N et HS
Phone: 732-442-2500 i\ 4" TEENAGE HALLOWEEN
Serving the Middlesex County i
& Surrounding Areas H*i Fa;cnﬁl;'fiﬂ-ﬂ1l14 Sﬂw m
lawyergonzalez283@gmail.com Perth Amboy NJ 08861 OF EROTIC MOVELS
> Attn: Walgreens Customers:
We Are Now Accepting Express Script Ins. Plans
ATHEAM FOR FREL OMLINE AT
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY FACEBDOK cowPERTHAMBOYARTWORKS [Eacl I ™1 o] W 39 =5 4
% = FREE Rx Pickup & Delivery wwew. PERTHAMB.OYARTWORKS. ors COUNTY NI
“|; “WE ACCEPT ALL PLANS :rj ~
"' Including Medicare Part “D*-) v\\.{
: =] O
~ L W e |
ST G o Hactes

-' ve., Perth Amboy
Tel: 732-442-6442 Fax: 732-442-5784 =7
M-F 9:30am-6:30pm ° Sat 9:30am-1pm * Sun Closed

The Home Improvement Loan that suits /" budget

Applying for Amboy’s Choice Equity Line is simple. Just give us
a call, visit AmboyBank.com/Choice or stop by a branch and get a
quick decision.

il Choice Home Equity Line

Il ) * Guaranteed 12-month low rate
F—L_‘j; | ' e Flexible payment options for your budget
it e Change your payment with just a phone call
}E e Ongoing access to principal as you pay it back

Amboy Bank makes it easy! That’s why we've been Voted Best Bank
for 22 years in a row.

é\m Visit AmboyBank.com/Choice

Bank | or call 800.94.AMBOY
Happy Independence Day! %

*Introductory (“Intro”) Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 2.99% in effect for the first 12 months on balances up to $100,000, with an initial minimum draw of $10,000. During the
Intro period, for the portion over $100,000, the APR will be Prime plus .50% and may change daily, After the Intro Period, the APR will be Prime plus .50% and may change daily
on all balances. Prime is highest rate published daily by WSJ. Prime as of 6/22/2020 is 3.25%. Lifetime rate floor is 4.00% APR, lifetime cap is 12.99% APR. Min. Line is $15,000,
max. $100,000. Annual Fee of $35 waived for the first year. Early termination fee applies if loan is closed in first two years. Available on owner-occupied 1-4 family NJ residences
only. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Subject to credit approval. Additional terms may apply.




16. The Amboy Guardian *July 1, 2020

ShopRite Donation Helps
Perth Amboy Families Facing
Severe Food Shortages

Press Release 6/23/20

PERTH AMBOY - Charitable
companies and individuals have
helped restore a sense of hope
for thousands of Perth Amboy
families facing severe food
shortages. Many households are
running out of food and basic
necessities because wage earn-
ers are unemployed or working
fewer hours due to COVID-19.

ShopRite of Perth Amboy,
located at 365 Convery Blvd.,
has donated $4,000 worth of
gift cards for the purchase of
groceries and basic household
items. The City of Perth Am-
boy’s Mayor Wilda Diaz, work-
ing with Kenneth Ortiz, direc-
tor of the city’s Department of
Human Services, and his staff,
have carefully identified those
families most in need of the re-
cently distributed gift cards.

Mayor Diaz said, “We are
deeply grateful for the generous
support from our local Shop-
Rite supermarket. Each time we
need groceries and household
basics to help feed our fami-
lies in distress, businesses have
stepped forward and made in-
credible donations. Our city is
blessed to have such exception-
al and giving companies as our
neighbors.”

ShopRite of Perth Amboy was
contacted by Tashilee Vasquez,
Assistant Director of the city’s
Office of Economic and Com-
munity Development. Teaming
with Mr. Ortiz, who created one
of the community’s food col-
lection and distribution centers,
Ms. Vasquez asked the super-
market to support the efforts
of supplying food to the many
families disadvantaged by the
coronavirus. The supermarket
responded by donating 80 gift
cards valued at $50 each.

“We are proud to support
Mayor Wilda Diaz and organi-
zations such as Perth Amboy
COVID Help that are working
to improve the lives of local
residents,” said Terry Glass, co-
CEO of Glass Gardens, Inc., a

family-owned business. “The
ShopRite of Perth Amboy and
all our ShopRite stores have a
history of supporting the com-
munities where we operate and
take seriously our role in help-
ing supply local families with
the essential items, especially
during times of uncertainty.”

Meanwhile, the not-for-profit
Perth Amboy COVID Help or-
ganization continues to solicit
contributions from companies,
local business and individuals
on behalf of impacted families
and individuals. The nonprofit
group — formed after Mayor
Diaz and Barry Rosengarten,
chairman of the Celebrate Ours
Stars & Stripes Committee,
canceled the city’s annual fire-
works display marking Amer-
ica’s Independence Day. The
organization 1is encouraging
fireworks sponsors to redirect
their donations to the campaign
to secure food and supplies for
local families in need.

Companies and families may
donate online by visiting the
Perth Amboy COVID Help
website and clicking on the do-
nate button. People may also
send their contributions to Perth
Amboy COVID Help, P.O. Box
999, Perth Amboy, N.J. 08862.
Donors are asked to make their
checks payable to CPA COV-
ID-19 HELP.

Mr. Rosengarten said, “Our
community needs your help --
right now. We have too many
families without funds to buy
food for the people in their
household. We deeply appreci-
ate ShopRite’s commitment to
serve our community and its
residents. We ask more compa-
nies to support our fundraising
efforts by making a contribution
today.”

Local companies that have
made generous donations of
food and supplies include Su-
premo Food Market, Tropical
Cheese, Quisqueya Food Mar-
ket, Goya Foods, Cream-O-
Land Dairies and ShopRite.

Pallone Statement on House
Passage of Justice in
Policing Act

Press Release 6/25/20
WASHINGTON, DC - Today,
Congressman Frank Pallone,
Jr. (NJ-06) issued the follow-
ing statement on House passage
of the Justice in Policing Act of
2020:

“For too long, Black Ameri-
cans have faced systemic rac-
ism and unjust force by the po-
lice. That is why I cast my vote
today in support of the Justice
in Policing Act. It’s past time to

end police brutality, stop profil-
ing, and hold police account-
able. The bill bans chokeholds
and no-knock warrants. It en-
sures that state and local law en-
forcement use body cameras. It
also establishes a National Po-
lice Misconduct Registry to pre-
vent problematic officers from
being rehired. We can never re-
place the lives we have lost, but
we can work together to ensure
a more just society for every
American.”

Perth Amboy City Council Votes to Oppose the
Governor’s Cuts to Property Tax Relief Programs

Press Release 6/26/20

PERTH AMBOY — The Perth
Amboy City Council has voted
unanimously to oppose Gover-
nor Phil Murphy’s freezing of
funds for two popular programs
that have extended needed tax
relief to senior and low-to-mod-
erate income property owners.
Funding for both the Home-
stead Rebate program and the
Senior Freeze program has been
held up by the governor in the
wake of the fiscal crisis brought
on by the COVID-19 health
emergency.

The city council voted to sup-
port a resolution at its June 24
meeting, which demands that
the governor “fully restore
funding” for the Homestead Re-
bate program and Senior Freeze

program in order to assist those
residents who are most in need
of property tax relief.

“I am always sensitive to the
needs of our senior citizens in
Perth Amboy,” said William
Petrick, President of the Perth
Amboy City Council, and the
initiator of the resolution. “We
are an economically strapped
community. I am always think-
ing about how these decisions
will impact our seniors.”

Perth Amboy has a large
low-income population, and
many moderate-income prop-
erty owners who are especially
stressed by job losses and the
depressed economy. Property
tax relief programs are often
crucial in assisting homeowners
in communities such as Perth

Amboy in meeting their prop-
erty tax obligations. The loss of
these programs could threaten
home ownership for many fami-
lies, in a city where the percent-
age of owner-occupied homes is
already extremely low.

The Homestead Rebate pro-
gram allows property owners
who meet certain income re-
quirements to decrease their
property tax burden by an aver-
age of several hundred dollars
per year. The state reimburses
municipalities that credit resi-
dents’ property tax bills. The
Senior Freeze program reim-
burses seniors and disabled
residents who meet certain re-
quirements for increases in their
property tax bills.

Perth Amboy’s Small Businesses Invited to
Apply for a Local Grant to Help Reopen after
COVID-19 $180,000 Grant Program for Local

Companies Focused on Getting “Back to Business”

Press Release 6/24/20

PERTH AMBOY - The City
of Perth Amboy and the Busi-
ness Improvement District
are launching the Small Busi-
ness Grant program to provide
funding to local companies
negatively impacted by the
COVID-19 crisis. Small busi-
nesses are encouraged to apply
for grants of up to $3,500 online
at HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/
YORTS3FH. The grant was de-
veloped to help local businesses
get “Back to Business.”

The city will begin accept-
ing grant applications at 9 a.m.
on Friday, June 19, 2020. The
funding is available on a first-
come, first-served basis. The
goal is to process the grant re-
quests as rapidly as possible.

The City’s Office of Economic
and Community Development
and the Business Improve-
ment District (BID) are provid-
ing $180,000 to fund the CO-
VID-19 Small Business Grant
program. The grant is one ele-
ment of BID’s effort to stimulate
local economic activity by get-
ting companies “Back to Busi-
ness.” The grants are federally
funded by the CDBG (Commu-
nity Development Block Grant)
to prevent, prepare for, and re-
spond to the coronavirus, and
$30,000 of contributed locally
by the BID, sourced from BID-
sponsored special events during
2020 that were canceled due to
the coronavirus and other unex-
pended funds.

Applicants are advised that doc-
uments listed below are needed
to complete their grant request:
» Completed and signed Small
Business Grant application
* Business owner’s statement
about hardship caused by CO-
VID-19 shutdown
* Business Formation Docu-
ments
* Tax returns filed for 2018 and
2019
* W9 Form and New Jersey
Business Registration Certifi-
cate
* Employee Self-Certification
Form.

In announcing the Perth Am-

boy’s Small Business Grant,
Mayor Wilda Diaz said, “Our
small businesses are the back-
bone of the city’s economy and
many have struggled during the
coronavirus. We’ve launched
our own grassroots grant pro-
gram to help local companies
‘Get Back to Business’ by
supporting their rehiring of
employees and serving their
customers. I'm grateful to the
inspired City Hall team and the
BID for partnering to create one
of the only locally-funded busi-
ness grant programs of its kind
in the Garden State.”

Here is a checklist for busi-
ness owners to review to make
certain they qualify for the grant
program:

* Business needs a physical lo-
cation within the city

* Demonstrate an economic
hardship due to COVID-19 cri-
sis

* Business’ employees meet
the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) guide-
lines (information available on-
line)

* Business must have 1-10 full-
time employees (or equivalent)
* Business is registered to do
business in New Jersey

* Business is a for-profit busi-
ness.

Tashilee Vazquez, assistant
director of the city’s Office of
Economic and Community De-
velopment, said: “Our prior-
ity is to alleviate the financial
hardships that COVID-19 shut-
downs and continued social
distancing policies caused on
our small business community.
Many businesses have depleted
their cash reserves and need

Tashilee Vazquez

grant funding to pay expenses
and meet their payroll. Grant
funds will be used to retain or
rehire low to moderate income
individuals, a CDBG national
objective.”

The BID’s Director, Noelia
Colon added, “Our communi-
ty, its residents and businesses
were hit hard by the pandemic
and damage continues. The BID
serves our small businesses in
many positive ways and the
Small Business Grant program
is an innovative effort to serve
and help speed their recovery.
Helping fund and administer the
grant program validates the val-
ue of the BID in responding to
and supporting our local busi-
nesses during times of difficulty
and need.”

If questions about the City of
Perth Amboy’s Business Grant
Program, please contact Ms.
Vazquez by calling 732-826-
0290, ext. 4863, or by email-
ing tvazquez@perthamboy.org.
Application opens on Friday,
June 17th at 9:00 a.m., visit:
HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/
YORTS3FH
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Press Release

SOUTH AMBOY - As rede-
velopment continues in the
City of South Amboy, the City
Government and South Amboy
Redevelopment Agency have
taken a major step to bring im-
provements to benefit all resi-
dents that would not have been
possible without their collec-
tive efforts.  Tuesday, June
23rd Mayor Fred Henry and
Executive Director of Rede-
velopment Eric Chubenko pre-
sented a check in the amount of
$100,000 to Superintendent of
Schools Jorge Diaz and Board
of Education President Anthony
Conrad to begin the process of
equipping every South Amboy
Public School student with a
Chromebook computer. The
check represents a third of the
cost involved with a goal to
fund the remaining two thirds of
the project through impact fees
collected by the Redevelopment
Agency.

“This is an excellent example
of how partnership and col-
laboration between the City, its
Redevelopment Agency, and
our Board of Education can en-
hance the academic opportuni-
ties to our children at no cost to
the taxpayer!” said Mayor Fred
Henry. Eric Chubenko agreed
with that idea. “Gradual smart
development and careful nego-
tiations have provided opportu-
nities for the City which under
normal circumstances would
not have been possible. A good
example of past success is our
outstanding Community Cen-
ter/YMCA that was the result
of one of our earliest redevelop-
ment projects”.

School Superintendent Jorge

Diaz echoed those sentiments.
“The level of cooperation be-
tween the Mayor’s Administra-
tion, the Redevelopment Agen-
cy, and the Board of Education
shows how partnerships like
this can provide great opportu-
nities where working together
we can provide both a superior
academic and social environ-
ment for all of our children.”
Working with various develop-
ers the City has been reclaiming
former industrial sites located
in prime waterfront locations
to provide superior housing op-
portunities along the Raritan
Bay. As both Board of Educa-
tion President and as a Redevel-
opment Commissioner, Antho-
ny Conrad has been involved on
both sides of this partnership.
“Strong teams make achieve-
ment possible. The synergy that
occurs between the Board of
Education, the Redevelopment
Commissioners, and the Mayor
& Council is regular, consistent,
and has great value to our com-
munity”.

The City of South Amboy has
been at the nexus of commercial
and residential redevelopment
in New Jersey. The Manhattan
Beach development is currently
under construction in anticipa-
tion of the imminent construc-
tion of a Passenger Ferry Ter-
minal that will offer service to
NYC.

As one of the four original State
designated Transit Villages
South Amboy continues to work
with various stakeholders to de-
velop integrated Mass Transit
options for City and County
residents who commute to New
York City.

July 1, 2020 * The Amboy Guardian .17

Gifting Bites

A Participant of School Based Youth Services
Program Presented the Winning Plan!

iF School Base - YEP Butineines made the top 10 in the NITE Regionsl |
. Leon will repeesent Perth Ambay, M) at Nationals in ’
! whip BNFTE 8%uperitsrs #Emerpinglesden 8Ge teh

Press Release 6/26/20

PERTH AMBOY - In its first
year of participation, a Youth
Entrepreneurship Program
(“YEP”) nparticipant of the
School Based Youth Services
Program (“The Base”), a pro-
gram of The Jewish Renais-
sance Foundation (“JRF”),
earned first place in the regional
competition of the Network
for Teaching Entrepreneurship
(“NFTE”). Competing against
25 other programs through-
out New York, and as the only
New Jersey Program repre-
sented, Charlize Leon, a rising
junior at Perth Amboy High
School presented the winning
plan for Gifting Bites, a mo-
bile app which allows busi-
nesses to “gift” food items that
would otherwise be disposed of
to Non-Profit Organizations or
consumers in need. In total, the
YEP program had three submis-
sions from four students in the
regional competition. All three
submissions scored in the top
10.

For the 2019-2020 school
year, The Base partnered with
NFTE and Perth Amboy High
School to develop YEP for
Perth Amboy High School Stu-
dents. YEP is a program which
helps high schools’ students de-
velop an entrepreneurial mind-
set as they build and test their
own business ideas. Lead by
School Based Staff members,
the eight-month program pro-
vided 15 high school youth with
the opportunity to meet weekly
and explore how to solve prob-
lems as entrepreneurs, learn
how to provide business solu-
tions to programs, and focus on
developing the knowledge the
students would need to succeed
in business. The YEP partici-
pants also had an opportunity
to participate in a Youth Entre-
preneurial Conference held at
Microsoft Headquarters in New
York City back in 12/12/2019.

The 2020-2021 school year
will be the 20th anniversary for
School Based Youth Services
Program at Perth Amboy High
School. A program of the Jew-
ish Renaissance Foundation and
funded by the New Jersey De-
partment of Children and Fami-
lies, The Base is in its 19th year.
The Base has provided support
to thousands of Perth Amboy
High School students by pro-
viding a variety of services,
which include, mental health
support, career development/
exploration, college prepara-
tion, and community service.

The NFTE program is an in-
ternational non-profit organi-
zation providing entrepreneur-
ship training and education
programs to young people from
low-income urban communi-
ties. Based in New York City,
NFTE focuses on developing
the skills and knowledge need-
ed to succeed in postsecond-
ary education, advanced career
training and/or immediate entry
into jobs with a meaningful ca-
reer path.

Precious Ojeda (Program As-
sistant for School Based Youth
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Services) "My experience with
NFTE solidified my purpose.
My initial thought was that
teaching certainly wasn’t my
calling. However,

I soon realized that teacher
was a simple title but it en-
compassed so much more. It
was a vehicle that allowed me
to utilize my creativity to con-
nect with my student’s innova-
tive thoughts. The fusion of our
collective talents and hands on
opportunities birthed amazing
ideas and projects. The
culmination of their excellence
resulted in business plans that
literally took my breath away.
I never imagined that our first
year would yield presentations
of such caliber. Therefore, sub-
mitting multiple presentations
and seeing all three make the
top 10 was beyond comprehen-
sion. I have shared this journey
and witnessed their collective
and individual growth and de-
velopment. Watching what they
have learned in the classroom
translated into a

screen, was such a proud mo-
ment. However, nothing will
compare to the pride and ad-
miration I felt when I heard
Charlize’s name called as the
1st place winner. My NFTE stu-

dents were the catalyst [ needed
to catapult me to what may lie
next in my professional career,
thank you for an indelible expe-
rience!"

The Jewish Renaissance Foun-
dation (JRF) is a non-profit,
non-sectarian organization
founded by individuals who
feel compelled to act upon the
teachings of the Jewish faith.
With two federal designations:
as a Community Action Agen-
cy and as a Federal Qualified
Health Center, we believe as
citizens in a democratic society,
we must respond to the needs
of our neighbors and share our
talents and resources. The JRF
is committed to helping indi-
viduals/families become health-
ier and stronger. We believe
in changing lives by creating
hope and self-sufficiency, and
we succeed by providing indi-
viduals, children and families
with essential health and human
services, community develop-
ment and youth programs. Our
life-improving services extend
across all cultures and faiths, re-
gardless of economic status. We
are so proud of not only, Charl-
ize Leon, but all of the partici-
pants of NFTE.

Custom Service, + 100’s More!

tions (Exam Fee May Apply)

* Free of Charge

points
* Professional development

SKillUp Middlesex

MIDDLESEX COUNTY - County offering over 4,500 Courses
Through Free Online Learning Platform. Enhance skills and obtain
industry recognized credentials by taking online courses developed
by Skillsoft, a training provider used by Fortune-500 companies.
Transportation/Logistics, Business Etiquette, QuickBooks, Project
Management/Microsoft Office, Adobe, Accounting, Human Re-
sources, Six Sigma, Informational Technology, Sales/Marketing,

Explore Career Pathways, Browse the Catalog, Find a Job! Bonus:
Visit the Industry Certification page to choose from 130+ Certifica-

Register Today at www.middlesexcountynj.gov

» Manage your own online training

* Flexible, self-paced learning of essential workplace skills

* Courses to train for industry-recognized certifications

* Pass courses with 80% or higher to earn a completion certification
* Download and print your completion certificates

* Certifications for your resume that provide new interview talking
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REVIEW

30 FOR 30: LONG GONE SUMMER

By: Anton Massopust III
“I think that what me and

Mark did shocked the world,”
Sammy Sosa
The newest documentary from
ESPN - 30 for 30: Long Gone
Summer has a great title. The
documentary features Mark
McGwire and Sammy Sosa’s
famous home run chase to
beat Roger Maris’s record of
61 home runs in 1961. In the
Summers of 1998 baseball was
an all-time low after the base-
ball strike from Aug. 12, 1994
to Apr. 2, 1995. There was no
world series in 1194 and people
were saying they were sick of
baseball and they'll never watch
another baseball game ever
again. But that summer of 1998
both the St. Louis Cardinals
and Chicago Cubs produced
two huge home run Kings: First
Baseman Mark McGwire and
Right Fielder Sammy Sosa.
This documentary talks
about the rise Mark McGwire,
the California kid who lived,
breathed, and ate baseball. He
wanted to be a pitcher but was
moved to first base when he got
to the majors because he was a
good hitter and knew how to hit
the homerun.

Sammy Sosa played for the
Chicago Cubs. He was from
the Dominican Republic and
looked at baseball as a means to

get out of poverty. Sosa eventu-
ally made it to the big leagues,
and he was a homerun phenom-
enon.

The chase was to beat Rod-
ger Maris, the legendary Yankee
slugger who beat Babe Ruth’s
record with 61 homeruns in
1961.

You see how both McGuire
and Sosa surpassed that record,
but Mark McGwire came out
out on top. He beat the record
first, then Sammy Sosa sur-
passed him.

Although they were very gen-
erous and kind men who came
together with love of the game
and good sportsmanship, it was
later found out they were both
taking steroids.

At first, it seems that during
the chase, Major League Base-
ball first let this slide, but it be-
came apparent that both men,
like many of the top players had
to admit they were using ste-
roids. Mark McGwire eventual-
ly admitted to it, while Sammy
Sosa denied the allegations.

This documentary is worth
watching, especially if you
were a baseball fan. Check out
the library of 30 for 30. There
is a little something on there for
everybody. LongGone Summer
is interesting and both a sad and
joyful tale.

Pallone Applauds Extension of
Federal Support for Coronavirus
Testing at New Jersey Pharmacies

Press Release 6/24/20
WASHINGTON, DC - Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(NJ-06) today applauded the
extension of federal support for
coronavirus testing at New Jer-
sey pharmacies through August.
Pallone and his delegation col-
leagues sent a letter in May re-
questing the Trump Administra-
tion extend existing agreements
with pharmacies in New Jersey
for at least an additional three
months.

“As one of the hardest hit
states, federal support is criti-
cal to expanding and sustaining
New Jersey’s coronavirus test-
ing capacity. The extension of
federal support at pharmacies
across the state will allow New

Jersey to maintain testing and
keep New Jerseyans healthy,”
Congressman Pallone said. “We
know that coronavirus testing
reduces the transmission of this
virus and saves lives, and I will
continue to make sure New Jer-
sey has the resources and sup-
port it needs to meet its testing
goals.”

In May, the New Jersey Attor-
ney General announced that the
state’s Division of Consumer
Affairs authorized licensed New
Jersey pharmacists to widely
administer COVID-19 tests to
customers. Coronavirus testing
at pharmacies has been critical
for New Jersey to improve daily
testing capacity to reduce the
transmission of the virus.

World War II - 75 Years Ago

By Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed
Guard, USNR, and all men and women who have answered the country’s call in time of need.
Phil can be contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.

Ruthenia, formerly in Czechoslovakia, becomes part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic on
June 29. In Washington, D.C., President Truman approves “Operation Downfall” —— the two-part
plan devised by the Joint Chiefs of Staff for invading the home islands of Japan. Involved will be
five million troops, mostly American. British Commonwealth forces will provide very-long-range
bomber support. The southernmost Japanese island of Kyushu will be invaded first, on November 1,
1945 (“Operation Olympic”), with the island of Honshu — the main island, where Tokyo is located
— to be invaded on March 1, 1946 (“Operation Coronet”).

President Truman appoints James F. Byrnes to succeed Edward Stettinius as U.S. Secretary of
State. Byrnes, from South Carolina, has been a U.S. Representative and a U.S. Senator, as well as an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. Stettinius had resigned to become the
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. Chinese forces capture Liuchow, in southern China. They
then take towns on the southern border and move into Japanese-occupied French Indochina. At a
press conference announcing a major investigation of the film industry by the House Un-American
Activities Committee, U.S. Rep. John Rankin, a Democrat from Mississippi, states that Hollywood
“is the greatest hotbed of subversive activities in the United States.” In New York City, a 17-day
newspaper-delivery strike begins. Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia famously reads the comics over the
radio to the city’s children to keep them up on the happenings of their favorite cartoon characters.

Australian and Dutch troops land near Balikpapan, Borneo, on July 1, 1945. The U.S. 2™ Armored
Division enters Berlin in accordance with the four-power agreement over the division of Germany
— and, separately, Berlin — into zones of control. British troops withdraw from Magdeburg, Ger-
many, which is located in the Soviet Occupation Zone.

The British on July 2 capture secret documents indicating plans for a breakout of Japan’s Thirty-
Third Army in Burma. Japanese sources report that only 200,000 people remain in Tokyo, with the
others evacuated to safer places. The Japanese claim that over five million people have been killed
or wounded by American fire-bombs.

On Borneo, Australian and Dutch troops have driven 6 miles inland from their Balikpapan beach-
head by July 3. Moscow Radio reports that the body of former Nazi Minister of Propaganda Joseph
Goebbels has been discovered in the courtyard of the Chancellery in Berlin. In Detroit, Michigan,
the first civilian passenger car made in the U.S. in three years rolls off the assembly line of the Ford
Motor Company.

The British 7 Armoured Division — “The Desert Rats” of the North African Campaign — enters
Germany on July 4 to establish and patrol the British Sector of Occupation. Patrolling 95 miles off
the coast of Brazil, the Brazilian scout cruiser Bahia sinks within three minutes when its own gun-
ners during target practice accidentally shoot mines stored on the stern of the ship. Few of the 375
crew members survive the blast and sinking, and many of those who do die of thirst, injuries and
exposure in shark-infested waters. The 37 ultimate survivors are rescued only four to five days later,
when the Brazilian cruiser Rio Grande do Sul, scheduled to relieve Bahia on patrol, arrives on the
scene to find the ship missing and men in the water.

In Manila, U.S. Gen. of the Army Douglas MacArthur announces on July 5 that the Philippines
has been liberated. However, sporadic fighting continues in the islands until after the Japanese sur-
render. U.S. losses total 11,921 dead and 42,970 injured or captured. Across Germany, the rumor
begins to spread that Adolf Hitler is still alive. In the United Kingdom, general elections are held,
the first since 1935. Results will not be posted until July 26, so votes of British service personnel
overseas can be included. In the American Occupation Zone of Germany, the U.S. military govern-
ment seizes all assets within the zone of IG Farbenindustrie AG. The chemicals and pharmaceuti-
cals conglomerate had been a major provider of materials to the Nazi war effort.

On July 6, Norway declares war on Japan. In Berlin, the Allied occupation forces hold a victory
parade. Nicaragua becomes the first country to ratify the United Nations Charter. The government
of Czechoslovakia announces that over three million ethnic German Czechs living in Sudetenland
who had accepted German citizenship will be deported to Germany and Austria over the next 18
months. Their property will be confiscated as war reparations.

On Borneo, troops of the Australian 7™ Division continue to move inland on July 7, assisted by
Dutch and Dutch East Indian troops. France agrees to permit Syrian and Lebanese soldiers serving
in the French Army to transfer to their national militaries.

President Truman on July 8 is informed that Japan might be willing to discuss peace if the nation
can retain the Emperor on the throne. Shortly after midnight, at Salina, Utah, 23-year-old U.S. Army
Pvt. Clarence Bertucci climbs a guard tower at a POW camp holding 250 Germans and opens fire on
the sleeping prisoners with a 30-caliber machine gun. For the next 15 seconds, he riddles their tents
with 250 rounds of ammunition, stopping only when disarmed by another soldier when Bertucci’s
weapon runs out of bullets. Six Germans are killed immediately, three die later and 20 more are
wounded. The victims are buried with full military honors at the federal military cemetery at Fort
Douglas, Utah, near Salt Lake City. (After the wounded recover, they are repatriated to Germany.)
Bertucci shows no remorse, saying only that he hates Germans, and so he killed them. Despite a lack
of any evidence of mental impairment, a military panel declares Bertucci insane and commits him to
a mental hospital. He dies in 1969. Known as “The Midnight Massacre,” the incident is considered
the worst carnage at a POW camp in the history of the U.S.

Dutch troops land north of Balikpapan, Borneo, on July 9. American bombers strike two airfields
near Tokyo.

On July 10, 1,022 American B-29s again bomb Tokyo, targeting some 70 airbases located around
the city. German submarine U-530 — unaccounted for since April, when orders to surrender were
issued by the Kriegsmarine — surfaces at Mar del Plata, Argentina, south of Buenos Aires. Certain
irregularities — its two-month delay in surrendering, the absence of the sub’s deck gun, its missing
ship’s log, and none of its crew carrying identification documents — spark speculation that the sub
has ferried high-ranking Nazi officials to sanctuary in South America. (Not so, says the Argentine
Naval Ministry, after an investigation.)

On Luzon, in the Philippines, American planes on July 11 drop thousands of napalm bombs on
isolated Japanese pockets of resistance. British carrier-based aircraft conduct a bombing raid on
Japanese airfields on the island of Sumatra in the Dutch East Indies. Dutch and Australian troops
capture Balikpapan, Borneo, and its oil-processing installations. The Soviet Union agrees to turn
over civilian and military control of western Berlin to British, French and U.S. forces. (The city of
Berlin is located in the Soviet Occupation Zone of Germany.)

On July 12, concentration-camp survivors parade through the streets of Paris in remembrance
of French victims of the Nazis. In Berlin, the British honor the Soviet military in a ceremony con-
ducted at the Brandenburg Gate.
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The Citizens Campaign Unveils Comprehensive
Police De-Escalation Policy “Tying Promotions
to Officers’ Use of Appropriate Force”

Press Release 6/22/20

NEW JERSEY - The Citizens
Campaign today unveiled a
comprehensive  de-escalation
policy designed to bring about
the culture change in police
forces essential to making ‘use
of force as a last resort” and
state-of-the-art  de-escalation
practices the accepted and ad-
hered to standards.

The Citizens Campaign Com-
prehensive Police De-escalation
Policy is centered around the
incentivizing of state-of the art
de-escalation practices, includ-
ing a specific and measurable
use of force policy, substantial
and continuing de-escalation
training, and tying use of force
as a last resort performance to
officers promotions. These
measures, according to The
Citizens Campaign’s Law and
Policy Task Force, are proven to
not only reduce excessive force
incidents, but to also reduce po-
lice officer injuries and the costs
of police abuse lawsuits.

Under the proposed policy, the
Camden County Police Depart-
ment definition of de-escalation
is employed: “Actions taken
by an officer meant to stabilize
a situation and reduce the im-
mediacy of a potential threat
so that a potentially dangerous
situation can be resolved with
voluntary compliance and with-
out resorting to force”.

“The cold blooded killing of
George Floyd is driving home
the need for fundamental cul-
ture change in our city police
departments,” said Harry Po-
zycki, Founder of The Citizens
Campaign. This comprehensive
police de-escalation policy pro-
vides the incentives and prac-
tices required to change the
culture of police departments by
prioritizing de-escalation in ev-
erything from hiring to promo-
tions.”

Jiles H Ship, President of the
National Organization of Black
Law Enforcement Executives
(NOBLE) Northern New Jersey
Chapter, and member of The
Citizens Campaign Law and
Policy Task Force said, “We
know that de-escalation works.
Putting this comprehensive
policy in place will ensure that
police departments fully incor-
porate state-of-the-art de-esca-
lation practices into the day-to-
day work of policing.”

Civic Trusts, facilitated by
The Citizens Campaign, are be-
ginning to present the basic ele-
ments of this de-escalation poli-
cies to their local governments
in 6 Civic Trust cities includ-
ing: Newark, Paterson, Perth
Amboy, Philadelphia, Plain-
field and Trenton. Plans will
be adapted to factor in varying
existing local police department
policies and community needs.
Civic Trusts are comprised of
about two dozen Civic Trustees
per city who meet in monthly
No-Blame Solution Sessions to
find and import cost-effective,
evidence-based policy solutions
that have proven successful in
cities similar to their own.

Outlined briefly below are the
general plan elements:

Policy Elements:

1. Putting In Place Use of Force
as a Last Resort Policy: Use
of force policies , such as the
one put in place by the Cam-
den County Police Department,

which has primary law enforce-
ment responsibility in Camden,
provide clear and specific guid-
ance for use of force as a last
resort, contribute to significant
reductions in excessive use of
force incidents. These policies
spell out that the first order of
business is to work to “de-esca-
late confrontations with the goal
of resolving encounters without
force.” To have maximum im-
pact, these policies should, as
required in Camden, require of-
ficers on the scene to intervene
when needed to prevent escala-
tion as well as to report any in-
cidence of the use of excessive
force.

2. Substantial De-Escalation
Training: Police departments
who have implemented seri-
ous and expanded de-escalation
training show significant reduc-
tions in injuries and fatalities
for both civilians and police
officers and much lower pay-
outs in excessive force legal
suits. Tying the training to the
specific use of force as a last
resort policy will make it even
more potent. A 2015 study con-
ducted by the Police Executive
Research Forum (PERF) of
280 law enforcement agencies,
showed that there were 8 hours
of training on uses of various
kinds of force for every one
hour of de-escalation training.
The result of this imbalance in
training, according to law en-
forcement experts, is that police
officers are primed to use force
rather than de-escalation tech-
niques, resulting in violence
that could have been avoided
in at least some cases. Serious
de-escalation training, teaches
“officers to slow down, create
space, and use communication
techniques to defuse potentially
dangerous situations. It also
gives officers strategies to more
effectively deal with people
who are experiencing mental
and emotional crises.

3. Tying Appropriate Use of
Force to Promotions:  Suc-
cess in appropriate use of force
should be given significant
weight in promotions in order to
incentivize the culture change
needed. In addition, superior
officers who have officers re-
porting to them should have the
records of their division or pre-
cincts on use of force as a last
resort incorporated into their
over-all performance evalua-
tions as well.

4. Requiring Body-Worn Cam-
eras: Body-worn cameras
mounted on an officer’s eye-
glasses or chest area provide
a visual record of use of force
incidents and other more posi-
tive interactions with commu-
nity members. Their required
use provides the transparency
that builds trust, deters the in-
appropriate use of force, and
importantly, enhances evalu-
ation and on-the-job learning.
Keeping the cameras turned-on
must be strictly enforced with
consequences for officers that
don’t comply. Experience in the
Phoenix Police Department as
well as others shows that even
if there is a policy in place to do
so, it will often be ignored, if no
enforced..

5. Tracking Use of Force Inci-
dents: Mandating the filling out
of use of force reports, includ-
ing the race and ethnicity of

suspects, is essential to building
the accountability necessary for
implementing a comprehen-
sive de-escalation policy. In-
cidents must be reviewed with
the officers involved for both
evaluation of de-escalation per-
formance and lessons learned
purposes. Additionally, a com-
prehensive use of force report
for the police department must
be produced quarterly in order
to measure progress on de-es-
calation and made public to en-
sure accountability.

6. Use Psychological Testing to
identify police recruits who pos-
sess strong interpersonal skills.
Psychological testing has been
used by police departments
mainly at the tail-end of the hir-
ing process to rule out someone
with obvious red flags, such as
a wanting to ‘join the force be-
cause they like guns or want to
drive fast” or explicit racial bi-
ases. It is better, as some police
departments are beginning to
do, to use the tests earlier in the
hiring process to help identify
candidates who have high ex-
ecutive control of impulses and
strong interpersonal skills that
would make them more likely
to be interested in and skilled at
de-escalation. This kind of test-
ing includes video of actual sit-
uations to gauge an applicant’s
real time reactions

7. Connect Police to the Com-
munity: Research shows that
regular contact with members
of the community in non- law
enforcement settings reduces
implicit bias. Devising pro-
grams that bring police officers
to high schools and junior high
schools on a regular basis to
meet with students to discuss
their work and also to talk about
careers in law enforcement-
-rather than employing them as
enforcers of school discipline--
can help build mutual respect.
Promoting regular contact with
a broad-cross section of resi-
dents through a community po-
licing approach is also essential.
Background:

The comprehensive police de-
escalation policy was developed
by The Citizens Campaign’s
Law and Policy Task Force
with input from Civic Trustees.
The Citizens Campaign and the
Civic Trusts it facilitates have
advanced  police/community
relations by developing best
practices for creating volun-
teer auxiliary police forces and
developing mutual respect pro-
grams to improve police/youth
relations in Trenton and New-
ark.

The Citizens Campaign is a
volunteer community of prob-
lem solvers — government
law and policy experts, civic-
minded business leaders, citi-
zen journalists, civic leaders,
students, teachers, veterans and
more — dedicated to educating
citizens to the fullness of their
political power and developing
citizen leaders through lead-
ership raining in government
problem solving. The Citizens
Campaign is now building a
new citizen-driven,community-
based National Public Service
to develop responsible leader-
ship from the bottom up. For
more information, visit www.
thecitizenscampaign.org
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Pallone Unveils Legislative
Package to Make Health Care
& Prescription Drugs
More Affordable

Legislation Also Expands Access to Health
Care, Protects People with Pre-Existing
Conditions & Reverses Administration’s

Ongoing Sabotage of the ACA

Press Release 6/24/20
WASHINGTON, D.C. — As
Americans face both the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and the result-
ing severe economic downturn,
Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(NJ-06) today unveiled The Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable
Care Enhancement Act, a legis-
lative package that will provide
much needed relief by making
health care and prescription
drugs more affordable. The leg-
islation also expands access to
health care, strengthens protec-
tions for people with pre-exist-
ing conditions, reduces racial
and ethnic health coverage dis-
parities and reverses the Trump
Administration’s harmful ac-
tions to sabotage the Affordable
Care Act (ACA).

The Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Enhancement Act
makes health care more afford-
able by lowering health insur-
ance premiums with strength-
ened and expanded affordability
assistance. Specifically, the leg-
islation expands eligibility for
premium tax credits beyond
400 percent of the federal pov-
erty line and increases the size
of tax credits for all income
brackets. The legislation creates
a national reinsurance program
to help cover the costs of con-
sumers with expensive medical
conditions, which helps lower
premiums, and provides funds
to states to help lower deduct-
ibles and out-of-pocket costs for
everyone. It also offers fund-
ing to states to establish their
own State-Based Marketplaces,
which oftentimes have lower
premiums.

The legislation also makes
prescription drugs more afford-
able by empowering Medicare
to negotiate lower drug prices
and making those prices avail-
able to Americans with private
health insurance. It will stop
drug companies from ripping
off Americans and charging
them more than other countries
for the same drugs. The Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO)
estimates that drugs subject to
negotiation will see price reduc-
tions of up to 55 percent.

“The American people are
anxious about their health and
their economic future, and this
legislation provides critical re-
lief by making health care and
prescription drugs more afford-
able,” Congressman Pallone
said. “Too many New Jerseyans
are forced to choose between
putting food on the table for
their family and taking a life-
saving drug. This commonsense
legislation takes the savings
from lower prescription drug
costs and invests it into lower-
ing health care premiums and
expanding access to afford-
able care. All around, that’s a

win for the American people.
We must take action to lower
these soaring costs, expand ac-
cess to health care, rein in the
Trump Administration’s efforts
to sabotage the ACA and protect
people with pre-existing condi-
tions.”

According to the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation, one-third of
American adults report that they
or a family member have not
filled a prescription, rationed
medication below their pre-
scribed dose, or skipped doses
altogether because they could
not afford the full cost. In New
Jersey, the average annual cost
of prescription drugs rose near-
ly 58 percent between 2012 to
2017. In 2017, 24 percent of
New Jersey residents did not
take medication as prescribed
because of high costs.

The Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Enhancement
Act:

* Encourages states that have
not expanded their Medicaid
programs to do so by renewing
the ACA’s original expanded
federal match. If all states ex-
panded Medicaid, about 4.8
million more Americans would
be eligible for Medicaid, in-
cluding an estimated 2.3 million
people who are uninsured,;

* Reverses the Trump Admin-
istration’s efforts to give states
waivers to undermine pre-ex-
isting condition protections and
weaken standards for essential
health benefits;

* Stops the expansion of junk in-
surance plans that allow insur-
ance companies to discriminate
against people with pre-existing
conditions, put consumers at fi-
nancial risk, and drive up com-
prehensive insurance costs;

* Restores critical outreach and
enrollment funding that has
been gutted by the Trump Ad-
ministration and provide fund-
ing for navigators to assist con-
sumers in signing up for health
care;

* Combats the maternal mortal-
ity epidemic, which continues
to particularly impact Black and
Native American people, by ex-
tending Medicaid or Children’s
Health  Insurance  Program
(CHIP) coverage to new moth-
ers from the current 60 days
post-partum to one year;

e Further reduces racial and
ethnic health inequities by ex-
panding coverage and premium
assistance to more Black and
Hispanic Americans; and

* Protects vulnerable popula-
tions from losing health cover-
age by ensuring that Medicaid
and CHIP beneficiaries receive
a full 12 months of coverage
once enrolled, protecting them
from interruptions due to fluctu-
ations in their income through-
out the year.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

New Plans for the Service Direc-
tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-
ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-
ing, Home Health Aides, Landscap-
ing, Smow Removal, Dry Cleaning,
Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-
vices, Hair Stylists, Photography,
Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-
puter Repair etc.

Call For the Plan Which Will Best
Suit Your Needs.

732-896-4446

Tell Our Advertisers
YOU SAWIT IN

cuarDIAN

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!
Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the
one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or
They will not be Published

Ads Sell!
Call Carolyn!
732-896-4446

Caregiver

Experienced Caretaker
Cook, Clean, Shop, Do
Hair - Part time Caring

For Sale

Car Battery 75 Series under
1 year old. $50 - 732-442-
6057

For Sale

Tires - Firestone M&S
LT275170R 18 Two $10
Each 732-727-1772

Sayreville Bombers 14 KT
Charm - $75 in Box; can
add Specialty Sport Charm,
etc. - 732-525-2405

Person 732-707-4320; c-
201-410-3365

Solar Pool Cover Roller -
Easy to use 16 x 32 - $75
- 732-236-4479

Movano Watch SS Mu-
seum Style Mint Condition
$75 Firm. 732-540-5351

Lawn Mower - Sears - Self
Propelled Mulcher - no
bag 6.75 HP - $45 732-
727-5056

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar.
Good for young child -
$50. 732-541-5491

Lionel  Electric  Train
Transformer KW 190
Watts. Excellent Condi-

tion $65 - 732-727-8417

Lighted Three Piece Wall
Unit Plenty Storage - Excel-
lent $75 - 732-238-8439

Umbrella - Patio, needs
cord and iron stand. $30 -
732-283-0975

Brand New Electric Heater
Radiator. Was $65 Now
$20 New Never Used. 732-
547-7406

Chairs - Dining- 6; 4 side;
2 arms; good condition,
oak - $75 - 732-738-4283

Dining Hutch - Wood -
Good Condition $50 - Self
Pick-up 732-826-6324

Solid Oak Coffee Table
$75; Oak End Table $50
732-570-9732

Free Firewood. Must pick
up and cart away. 732-
826-8024

Lazy Boy Recliner - Color
- Casual Oak - Hardly Used
$70 - 732-290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-
reo System - Dog Bed $65
ea. 732-293-0151

Safe Combination 21" High
13 1/2" wide on wheels $75
732-634-1851

LP's Cassettes, CD's
DVD's $1.00 each; Radio,
CD $20 - 732-887-2235

1 Large Christmas Tree
$25; 1 Small $15; Lounge
Chair $15 - 732-297-4457

Patio cushions - Perfect
Condition- 6 - $30 -732-
634-3589

Older New Toy Trucks Su-
noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess
$20 Each or B.O. - 732-
316-5092

Gold Carnival Glass Col-
lector Plate (5" Day of
Christmas) $25 732-673-
6305

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-
sonic LX Sport Twelve
Speed. Light Blue. $75 or
B.0. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for Har-
ley Sportster - Great Con-
dition $65 - 908-590-8885

Portable Singer Sewing
Machine  $35; Shower
Doors $20 - 4'4"x 29 1/4"

Pancake Air Compressor 3
Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-
1551 - 10 am. - 3 p.m.

732-679-0086

Power Lift $75. Wing
Chairs, Sofa, End Tables,
Lamps, Microwave $10-
$50 - 908-803-9623

6x8 Railroad Tie $20 - 732-
396-9537 - leave a message

Custom Jewelry $5-$10;
Sled $25; Sports Memora-
bilia $10; Dream Catcher
Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

Advertising Fence Enclo-
sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft.

$25 - 732-442-1093

New never used Mirror
27"/41" Brown Frame was
$120 - Now $75 - 732-721-
7186

Children's Sports Lamp
w/shade. Really cute, BB,
FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-
670-4908

Ads Sell!
Call Carolyn!

732-896-4446

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50
5 Weeks for .... $30

Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 « PERTH AMBOY ° NJ 08862

“AMBOY

i

CUARDIAN

How to Publish a Novena

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian,
you may use this coupon.

A Petition to
St. Joseph

Dear St. Joseph, head of the
most perfect household, foster
father of Jesus and guardian
of His mother Mary, I confi-
dently place myself and all my
concerns under your care and
protection. I ask that, through
your powerful intercession
with God, you obtain for me all
the help and graces that I need
for my spiritual and temporal
welfare and in particular, the
special favor I now ask there
mention or think of your home
sale or any other petition, es-
pecially family needs. Good
St. Joseph, I know with confi-
dence, that your prayers on my
behalf will be heard by God
and that He will grant my re-
quest, if it be for His glory and
my greater good. Thank you St.
Joseph, for having responded to
my call. Amen. G.TA.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother Prayer To Holy Spirit

Prayer To Blessed Virgin Thanksgiving Novena

St. Jude Novena

Cost $10.

Pre-payment required.

Name

A Petition to
St. Jude

May the sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved

Address

throughout the world, now
and forever. Sacred Heart

Phone ( )

of Jesus, have mercy on us.
St. Jude, worker of Miracles,

Initials at end of prayer

Please circle one prayer, and return
form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

pray for us. St. Jude, helper
of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a
day for nine days. It has nev-
er been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you, St. Jude
EM.J.

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

For Employment

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude
Novena To St. Anthony
Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER




Classified Ads

Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

The Amboy Guardian
Classified Ads Work!
r | | | | | | | | | | | | 1
[ FREE CLASSIFIED AD l

I FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER I

I Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-I
hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-
boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell

] those items. Merchandise must be used and not new items |
for sale items. Please send one ad per family per week.

Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go Here for

$20

a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Website & Graphic Design

Newspapers Newsletters
Magazines E-Publications

Website Design
Website Updates

Call the communications experts at

Media Trends
732-548-7088

www.mediatrends.org

Dry Cleaning

Funeral Service

KIMBER Raritan Bay Funeral Service
I I 24| Bordentown Avenue
DRY CLEANING South Amboy, NJ 08879
I I Family (haed o Operated for more dhar 75 ears
732-72 1 = 1 9 1 5 Traditional Funerals & Medicaid Packages
| | * All Work Done On Premises Affordable Cremation Packages
I 0 * Same Day Clleaning iy oamplnliie )
Tel: » Expert Tailoring
[ | & Alterations . 132'3 l_?':'?rls |
Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 106 S. Broadway, South Amboy Bl R
L | | | | | | | | | | | |
21. Furry sea 46, Jab 9, Fawn's :
marmmal 49. Operation mother Stephen’s Cooling AMERICAN LEGION
23. Serving reminder 10. Gore and & Heating POST 45
reﬂnpta{.le EE. Fuu,] J&]Sﬂ-]] We’re Cool...ARE YOU? "
24, Mr. K'l'ﬂ.g {around) 11. Bathroom =é —_—n
ACROSS Cole e Irbaoe har rug Window, Wall, Cental
1. Atlas 27. Very enthu- 54 City vehicle 5, o0 after Air Conditoning HALL FOR RENT
' picture slastic 55. Mate of two We bout a”prr;ces!_,! Baby Showers, Sweet 16, Parties,
4. Elongated 23. Newport, §-Across 29 Final 214-287-1731 Meetings, ECT.
: '1'1:] gﬂ —— ]E]&nd 5‘6. N‘}t'h mﬂ' hUt : - 40 Years Service Experience CALL: Mon-Fri (2Pm'3 pm)
CIrche ; 31. T"irr d.ﬂ_g ﬁ?- DH'IE_',' Eta“ﬁ. 23. E‘.{DIT-E . HleSOH/BEfl’g-Cn/ESSCX.COA. (732)_826_2432 4/1
8. Genesis 34. Got misty- 58, Family 24, Word with Your Comfortis Our Business | || 530 Sith St. Perth Amboy,NJ 08861
man ; “seither”
12. Ins the eyed OO neathe
2l 3e. Ravises 25, Summer . —
of: 2 wis. (copy) DOWN citrus drink all for Rent
12. Harsh 36, Fl"Ffl:"‘I L F‘”}!.ES i 26.TV's I REPAIRS Ancient Order
sentence réshman scfiooners Koppe AND . .
14. Soda- 37, Uppermost 2. Without 28. Call on SERVICING of Hibernians
machine pont any 30. Singer 271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ
ssibility 38, Rea_nm"r: S Williams LAWN MOWERS Hall Accommodates 100 Guests
15. higlil-iﬂ for }";Eﬂk les & fft':::.l'xnm 31" N Bf — Great for: Birthdays, Retirement,
16, Be ﬂﬂlﬂ 40. Be aware of L Like Wathie El-E:LpllliiE pan Christenings, Commumon Parties and
: - . ogs lie Ad Baby or Wedding Showers
17, Exam 44. Bit of Time o .
18, Blasting FossIp 5. By means 32. Fuss e e $400 Plus Refundable Deposit
compound: 45, Rhyming of 33. Wee keare av s sssirsed Call: 732-721-2098 1
abhr. heavy- 6. Scared 5 %'-I:aﬂt}w
19. Part of weight 7. Sly glances Ahe _
“MFA" champ 8. Plays a role Command- Let Me Help
T T F T TR O Your Ad Can Tired of Taxes
otk MURIR TRl Go Here for & Maintenance Costs?
12 13 14 39, Takes five Are you facing Foreclosure?
41. Not $ 1 2 Pre-foreclosure?
15 16 17 wearing Divorce? Separation?
lathes Just want to move? Family? Death?
15 E] n 42 ;ﬂ;ﬂﬂmﬂ a Week Save your credit and reputation
; filled food 5 Week I can solve your real estate pi.'oblems
il : 3 L O . . 917-747-0304 ask for Tim
43. Become Minimum Email: McNairCapital LLC@gmail.com
a7 |28 T T broader Required Se Habla Espaiiol 318
44.In a
a1 i |as nonchalant Your Ad Here Your Ad Here
“‘a}' P———————————————
35 46. Old hand Your Ad Can
= T 47 Was a Go Here for Your Ad Can Go Here for
CrosEs-
4 country $ 1 2 $ 2 0
46 47 |48 44 competitor
48, Petroleum a Week a week
fact
0 ] produc 5 Week Y )
50. Lumber- o 5 Week Minimum Required
¥ 4 Jaeks ool Minimuns Call 732-896-4446
51, Cup edge Required
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2020!

fi

p

Congratulations Crystal!
MCGINNIS MIDDLE SCHOOL
CLASS OF 2020

HERSEYPEAKMEDIA 'y

T

stood outside of their homes with their caps & gowns to celebrate this significant milestone in their lives. In addition to PAPD and PAFD, Perth Amboy Public School district
buses joined the parade with Class of 2020 banners and balloons displayed on the sides. A video truck also accompanied the parade looping a senior class slideshow of pictures
throughout the 2019-2020 school year. *Photos Courtesy of Brian Wilson, District Supervisor Perth Amboy Public Schools & by Carolyn Maxwell, & Paul W. Wang

South Amboy/Old Bridge High
School Graduate Receives
Scholarship for Virtual
Valedictorian Speeches from
National Education Organization

Submitted by: Terese Kelly
Greer

SOUTH AMBOY/OLD
BRIDGE - With high school
graduations being canceled,
postponed or transformed into
a drive-by diploma pick-up, a
national education organization
called National Society of High
School Scholars (NSHSS) is
keeping the distinguished tradi-
tion of valedictorian speeches
alive.  The organization con-
ducted a search for high school
valedictorians/graduating  se-
niors to give them the opportu-
nity to still deliver their speech,
share their inspiring messages
and bid farewell to their peers —
virtually — and provide a $1,000
scholarship.

The following is a link to the
selected speeches, which are
creative, heartfelt and thought-
provoking: https://www.nshss.
org/lp/nshss-virtual-valedictori-

an-speeches/. Two New Jersey
students were chosen:

Faizan Khan from South
Amboy, NJ/Old Bridge High
School

“Now more than ever, students
need to have ways to celebrate
and be recognized for their out-
standing achievements,” said
James Lewis, NSHSS President
and Co-founder. “They deserve
a way to voice their thoughts
during this uncertain time, and
our new scholarship gives them
that platform.”

Graduating high school stu-
dents submitted a three-to-five-
minute video submission of
their speech, along with their
high school transcript and a
headshot. The scholarship was
open to both NSHSS members
and non-members, and appli-
cants did not have to be named
class valedictorian.




Novena to St. Rita

Petition to
St. Jude

O holy protectress of those who
art in greatest need, thou who
shineth as a star of hope in the
midst of darkness, blessed Saint
Rita, bright mirror of God's
grace, in patience and fortitude
thou art a model of all the states
in life. I unite my will with the
will of God through the merits
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and
in particular through his patient
wearing of the crown of thorns,
which with tender devotion
thou didst daily contemplate.
Through the merits of the holy
Virgin Mary and thine own
graces and virtues, I ask thee to
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and
advocate, so that I may obtain
the pardon of all my sins and
the grace to persevere daily, as
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity
down the path of life. (Mention
your request.)

Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us.

Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us.

Recite the Our Father, Hail
Mary, and Glory Be three times
each. KM. & C.M.

/ N\

Remember to
Say Your
Novenas!

\, /

Answers
From Puzzle
On Page 15

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, have mercy on us. St.
Jude worker of Miracles, pray
for us. St. Jude, helper of the
hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. It has never been
known to fail. Publication must
be promised.

Thank you, St. Jude M.P.

The Paul Nagy

Project
SOUTH AMBOY - 007 Drive-
in Outdoor Concert, NJ Premier
Classic Rock, Tuesday, July 7,
2020 from 6 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.
at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Li-
brary, 100 Harold G. Hoffman
Plaza. Rain or Shine!

Flea Market
SAYREVILLE - The First
Presbyterian Church of Sayre-
ville has rescheduled their June
Flea Market to September 12,
2020. The rain date is Septem-
ber 19, 2020. It will be held in
the church parking lot at 172
Main Street (across from Bor-
ough Hall) from 8 am. to 2
p.m. There are also still spaces
available for vendors. For more
information, please contact
us at 732-257-6353 or email:
churchofficel 72@optimum.
net. You can also check out our
website at FPCSAYREVILLE.

org.

X

PERTH AMBOY -The Five Corners - 1970's.

*Photo Courtesy of Mike Keller
This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission
to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.
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Outpatient Treatment Center for Adults Seeking Treatment
for Addictions, Alcoholism and Co-Occurring Disorders

Now accepting

New Patients

* Intensive Outpatient Treatment

262 State Street
Perth Amboy NJ, 08861
Tel. 732-442-3535
Fax.732-442-3082
www.claritytreatmentcenter.com

* Co-Occurring Services
* Medication Assisted Treatment

® Accepts Medicaid

In-Network with Most Insurances

Se Habda Espanol

Please Submit Your Events

to AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Pet of the Week

PERTH AMBOY, NJ - Why £
won't anyone give Pochito a 3
chance? WOULD YOU LIKE
TO ADOPT Pochito? He's a
sweet, playful, loving kitty
that has been waiting patiently
for his forever home since his
momma died. He sat alone in
a room for months when how
mom was in the hospital and
she never came back. He has
the nicest coloring and cutest
stare. Pochito loves to watch
you as you go about your day.
He loves Friskies Lil Soups.
Please give him a chance.

Fixed, vaccinated, negative for FIV and leukemia and fully vet-
ted. Adoption application and donation fee apply. Email Vmo-
ralespps@yahoo.com for application or text 1.732.486.6382 for
more info. Allforthepaws.org

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@

gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject
line and explain why your pet is special. Please
include Name and Phone# for verification.
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PRRTH AMBOY

MASSOPUST

KATHERINE

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine
Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or
on Amazon.com. A Great Gift! Get it now along with Then
& Now: Perth Amboy!



Yngrit Martinez
Realtor/Agent

Kaurys L. Polanco
Realtor/Agent

Happy Fourth of July! ;ﬁ» mh ]ﬁ» Pﬁ» ;ﬁ» ﬁ»
m| The Real Estate Team With

2 Dedication, Vision and Results!

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Congratulations to
Yngrit Martinez
for being the

=)

ﬁ

#1 Agent for the
Month of May
& Welcome

/=, = oy
PETRA

New Agent
Kaurys L. Polanco

BEST REALTY

329 SMITH STREET ¢« PERTH AMBOY
(732) 442-1400 « (732) 442-1480 fax

PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!
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PERTH AMBOY - Move in condition. Well-kept single
family. Must sign seller's and buyer's hold harmless and
release regarding COVID-19. Central air. $239,000

PERTH AMBOY - House is in good condition ready to
move in finished attic. $339,000

—

i -
PERTH AMBOY - Two family separated utilities one

block from waterfront and school. well-maintained off-
street parking mutual driveway. $419,000

\
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PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful Starter Home. Entire House
newly renovated with laundry room. Move in ready. Ex-
cellent opportunity. 1 block from waterfront and in front
of elementary School. Low taxes. Central A/C/ Heat and
full basement. Showing time with supra box. Owner will
allow down payment concession or will pay closing fees,
one or the other. $268,900

PERTH AMBOY - Looking to buy a new construction
house? You got it! Close proximity to shopping, schools,
entertainment and recreation. Minutes from major routes,
2 tory home. Brand new from top to bottom. Central AC,
hardwood floor and Ceramic, granite, 2 car garage and
more. 2 Brand new houses one next to the other one.
$415,000

- e T

PERTH AMBOY - Huge two family only a block from
waterfront lots of rooms, off street parking separated
utilities but water, unique two-family great condition.
$550,000

— 1)

PERTH AMBOY - Stunning dream Bi-level featuring
all the elegance and functionality and value at this great
price. Three bedrooms, family room, dining room, garage,
nice patio, central A/C, close to shopping and dining, easy
access to NYC by bus close to all major highways and

PERTH AMBOY - Two family, featuring 2-bedroom
unit, garage and 2nd unit 1 bedroom with balcony located
in the heart of Perth Amboy only few blocks from train
station and all major public transportation. $359,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great brick two family separated
utilities, off street parking, in very good condition easy
to show. Very close to all public transportation. $429,000

\




