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Ken Ortiz
Director
Department of Recreation

Who Has the Authority?
11/23/20 Caucus & Council Meetings

Irving Lozada
Acting Director
Code Enforcement

By: Carolyn Maxwell

PERTH AMBOY - There was
an intense discussion involving
Ordinance No. 2 (first reading)
— Re: Special Events Permits.
Councilman Fernando Irizarry
asked, “What were the chang-
es?”

Council President Bill Petrick
responded, “This is needed to
provide better administration
and fairness. The calendar of
events will be displayed in the
City Clerk’s Office.”

Law Director Peter King re-
minded the council, “Under the
Faulkner Act, the Mayor’s Of-
fice controls any event held on
city properties. If the council
has the final say on event per-
mits, you are going to be put-
ting a burden on the clerk’s of-
fice which would be a violation
of the Faulkner Act. You would
also be taking away work that
is normally done by the Depart-
ment of Recreation and DPW.
I’'m giving you research infor-
mation and what’s the law.”

Petrick then questioned the
timeframe needed for someone
who wants a flag raising versus
having a bigger event such as a
parade.

Irizarry spoke again, “A time
limit should also be imposed
(asking how much time you
should put in your request be-
fore the date of your event. Not
less than 60 days prior to your
event.”

Petrick then added, “Maybe
not more than 2 weeks regard-
ing flag raisings and for parades
— 60 days prior to the event for
them to get back approval.”

Irizarry’s final comments
were: “As long as we comply
with the Faulkner Act, 1 agree

with the 60 days prior to the day
of events regarding parades and
2 weeks prior for flag raisings.”

King’s final thoughts were: “It
should be 120 days prior to an
event for you to submit the date
of your event, in order to ensure
a response within 60 days prior
to your event.”

Bill Petrick then asked Law
Director King if he could get
the budget to the council earlier
than late March. “Ask the CFO
(Jill Goldy) if we can get it by
February.”

King responded, “The CFO
told me it’s always done by the
end of January.”

Irizarry then had a question
regarding R-477 — 11/20 — au-
thorizing a FitLot Partnership
Agreement to receive an AARP
sponsored outdoor fitness park
at Dalton Park.

Irizarry was not comfortable
with the fact that the city has to
maintain the equipment and an
AARP canopy must be main-
tained by the city for 10 years.
“Fitness classes have to be led
by a professional trainer and do
we have to provide and pay for
that trainer? This will be addi-
tional work for the Recreational
Department. The city will be
using Facebook for promoting,
advertising, and maintaining a
Facebook Page for AARP.”

Petrick then inquired, “If the
council approves the resolution,
we might have to fence off Dal-
ton Park because of Covid.”

Director of Department of
Recreation and Human Re-
sources Ken Ortiz provided
more information. “AARP Na-
tional selected us (Perth Am-
boy). They are celebrating their
50" Anniversary. We are the

Tashi Vazquez
Direlz:;(i)‘ll‘li()?(;??llr?:nt of Assistant Director of the
Public I{Vorks Office of Economic &
Community Development
only city in New Jersey to re- and R-486.

ceive this. Any information re-
garding this will be part of our
regular Facebook Page. AARP
will provide 3 years of funding
for this park and will pay for
the fitness instructor. It will be
a cloth canopy that AARP will
provide for 3 years. I’ll get back
to AARP regarding replacement

canopies. The construction
should be completed by the end
of July 2021.”

Irizarry continued, “The con-
tract states the canopy is for 10
years.”

Ortiz answered, “We should
be proud that AARP selected
us. At this time of year, I don’t
think many people will be out
in the park. I believe we can
use all the parks in the warmer
months.”

Acting Code Enforcement Di-
rector Irving Lozada came up to
talk about R-484 — 11/20 — The
purchase of 3 2021 Colorado
4-wt crew cab to Mall Chevro-
let in an amount not to exceed
$88,111.50.

Lozada said, “I came to the
council a month ago to explain
why we need more durable ve-
hicles when going out to con-
struction sites. This was the
cheapest truck we saw in the
state contract.”

Code Enforcement Sub-Code
Construction Supervisor Scott
Melski gave more informa-
tion. “This vehicle is way bet-
ter than the cars we are driving
now which can get stuck in the
mud. Sometimes we have to ask
workers on a construction site
to push our (present) cars to get
us out of muddy conditions.”

DPW Director Frank Hoffman
came up to talk about R-485

R-485 - Contract with Rubber
Cycle for repair or replacement
of various sections of play-
ground safety surface at 6 city
parks in an amount not to ex-
ceed $13,435.

Hoffman said, “The life expec-
tancy of the resurfacing is ex-
pected to be 10 years. Some of
the damage was caused by trees
falling and fires.”

R-486 — A contract for elec-
trical supplies and equipment
to Samson Electrical Supply
in an amount not to exceed
$25,524.57.

“This resolution is for electri-
cal supplies and not electrical
repairs.”

Tashi Vazquez from the Of-
fice of Economic and Commu-
nity Development came up to
talk about R-487 — Accepting
the proposal of and awarding a
contract to Key Marketing for
NPP-CRF: restaurant website
design in an amount not to ex-
ceed $20,000.

She explained, “An RFP was
put out for website design for
the NPP District Page to help
with the menu and QR Codes
which will be used on the Perth
Amboy Page website. Transla-
tions will be listed for different
restaurants. They will create
pages and included will be a
1-year of update of the website.
After one year is up, we can see
if we want to renew the contract
with them. The BID might take
over the cost and expand it to
businesses outside the BID dis-
trict. The person who is doing
this job has one month to get it
done in order to get paid.”

Luis Perez Jimenez - Direc-
tor of Operations at the USA-

Ed Mullen
Fire Chief

PA (Utility Service Associ-
ates Perth Amboy) Middlesex
Water Company) came up to
speak about Resolutions R-488,
R-489, R-490 and R-491.

R-488 — A contract with CDM
Smith Consulting Engineers for
the completion of a Treatability
Study in the Long-Range Plan
for the Perth Amboy Water Sys-
tem in the amount of $669,300.

“This is for the well water dis-
tribution and storage according
to the LCL Guidelines. Every
year, there are different con-
taminants to be tested. There are
certain contaminants maximum
levels that we cannot exceed.
This is through state and fed-
eral standards. Perth Amboy’s
water is not contaminated. I
have been doing work with the
water system for 33 years and
30 years as a licensed operator.
There are natural contaminants,
and you cannot get rid of 100%
of the contaminants. There is no
such thing as pure water in the
United States. We test our water
every 15 minutes and private
labs test 17 water samples ev-
ery month. These labs also work
with different towns.”

Law Director King then spoke
up and indicated, “Mr. Jimenez
is very thorough because his li-
cense is on the line.”

Jimenez continued, “There is
.3% or .4% chloride that we add
to clean contaminants and we
are the only town to use fluo-
ride. We have main lines that
are in Old Bridge and South
Amboy.”

Councilman Helmin Caba
then spoke up indicating, “We
need to do more research on flu-

*Continued on Page 8§

Updates on Coronavirus Outbreak: www.perthamboynj.org & www.southamboynj.gov & www.amboyguardian.com
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Gustav J. Novak
Funeral Home
Services of Remembrance Since 1932
During Your Time of Need
We are Here for You!
eTraditional Funerals eCremation Services
ePre-Planned Funeral Services ePublic Assistance Accepted
eShipment to Foreign Locations
Family Owned and Operated
Available 24 Hours / Se Habla Espafiol
419 Barclay St.
Perth Amboy NJ, 08861
732-826-4525
Gary Earl Rumpf

% Joseph P. Diaz

Manager Director
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- LAW OFFICES OF
- Kenneth L. Gonzalez
& Associates, LL.C

Officina de Abogados

Call Us For a Consultation Today!
AUTO INJURY CASES /| FALL DOWNS
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
FAMILY MATTERS / DIVORCES / CHILD
CUSTODY / SUPPORT
WORKERS COMPENSATION /

BANKRUPTCY CASES/Billingual Staff

Kenneth 1. Gonzalez ESQ

Phone: 732-442-2500
Fax: 732-442-0114
283 High Street
Perth Amboy NJ 08861

Serving the Middlesex County
& Surrounding Areas
lawyergonzalez283@gmail.com

Attn: Walgreens Customers:
We Are Now Accepting Express Script Ins. Plans

LUDWIG’S PHARMACY
FREE Rx Pickup & Delivery

WE ACCEPT ALL PLANS
Including Medicare Part “D"

Fernando Oliveira
Proprietor

475 Brace Ave., Perth Amboy
Tel: 732-442-6442 » Fax: 732-442-5784
M-F 9:30am-6:30pm « Sat 9:30am-1:00pm * Sun Closed

Family Foot Care
DR. ELAINE MARIOLIS, DPM

«BUNIONS
«CORNS & CALLUSES
«DIABETIC FOOT CARE
FRACTURES
<FUNGUS NAILS

252 SMITH ST., PERTH AMBOY

Fizer Plumbing & Heating

Water Heaters, Boilers,
NJ Master Plumber Lic, # 11141 Sump Pumps,

Sewer & Drain Cleaning,

P Fully Insured & Bonded

Backflow Prevention Lic. #10157
‘m;'\f $75 OFF Water Heater Replacement \
X ; 50 OFF Service Call

Call Today 732-738-8989

Peter R. Fizer
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Pallone Announces Rutgers University will Receive
$3.8 Million to Improve COVID-19 Testing in
Underserved Communities

Press Release 11/24/20

LONG BRANCH, NJ — Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(NJ-06) announced today that
Rutgers University will receive
$3.8 million to improve CO-
VID-19 testing in underserved
communities. The award is
made possible by the National
Institutes of Health’s initiative
to enhance COVID-19 testing
of populations disproportion-
ately affected by COVID-19,
including African Americans,
American Indians/Alaskan Na-
tives, Latinos/Latinas, Native
Hawaiians, older adults, preg-
nant women and those who are
homeless or incarcerated. In
New Jersey, Black and Latinx
residents are three times more
likely to contract COVID-19
and are twice as likely to die as
a result of the virus.

“While we have made prog-
ress to close racial and eth-
nic health disparities in recent
years, people of color in Amer-

ica continue to experience dis-
parities in care and worse health
outcomes compared to white
Americans. Unfortunately, we
have clear evidence that com-
munities of color have suffered
disproportionately during the
coronavirus pandemic,” Pallone
said. “As new cases rise each
day, it’s important that everyone
—regardless of where you live —
has access to a COVID-19 test
if they need one. We know that
extensive testing is critical if
we want to crush this pandemic
and get people back to work and
school safely. This funding will
help us ensure that testing is
distributed equitably across our
state and is another step in mak-
ing sure that we keep all Ameri-
cans healthy and safe during
this public health crisis.

“With a RAdx-UP award,
Rutgers and NJ ACTS will lead
the way to improve COVID-19
testing in under-represented
populations,” said Reynold Pa-

nettieri, Vice Chancellor for
Translational Medicine and
Science at Rutgers University.
“This will assist in removing
barriers to care for all New Jer-
seyans during this devastating
pandemic.”

“As an academic institution
committed to serve the New
Jersey community and to make
an impact in health care, this
award will go a long way in fos-
tering that goal and will bring
help to the communities that
need it the most,” said Brian L.
Strom, Chancellor of Rutgers
Biomedical and Health Sci-
ences and the Executive Vice
President for Health Affairs at
Rutgers University.

In June, Pallone’s Energy
and Commerce Committee held
a hearing on racial and ethnic
health disparities in COVID-19
pandemic and the health care
system.

Status of Firehouse, Fire Department/First Aid

Squad Merger, Food Pantries Discussed
11/23/20 South Amboy Council Meeting via Teleconference

By: Katherine Massopust
SOUTH AMBOY - Business
Administrator Glenn Skarzynski
answered a question on Resolu-
tion No. 23-318 (approvement
of bill list) stating that the last of
the old decrepit furniture will be
replaced in city hall.

It was noted by Councilwom-
an Zusette Dato that she was in
favor or the extra payment that
was given to the parttime grant
writer (Resolution No. 20-328)
who was able to receive grant
money above expectation. B.A.
Glenn Skarzynski stated, “We
threw a lot out at him,” and it
was noted he was worth every
penny.

Council Comments:

Councilwoman Zussette Dato
stated, “I saw in the Home
News Tribune Readers Choice
Awards for 2020 that our little
city of less than 2 square miles
there were so many winners,”
this was including the Dowdell
Library and Blue Moon Night
Club. “It’s a lot to say about
South Amboy.” Dato mentioned
that a lot of people came out
last week to the First Aid Squad
Building. “People rallied around
for in two weeks and brought
food. I thank Kim Seaver, the
First Aid Squad and the Raritan
Bay Wreckers and all who do-
nated food to the pantry.” She
said the South Amboy YMCA
had vendor food trucks and live
music. “It is free for families.
Our Y is open for business in a
safe way. Thursday is Thanks-
giving. We are all blessed. We
need to be kind to each other.
Happy Thanksgiving.”

Council Vice-President Chris-
tine Noble wished everyone a
Happy Thanksgiving, “Be safe.”

Councilman Thomas Reilly
thanked the food pantries for
doing great work. “I want to
thank the Lucas Family for their
donation of 200 turkey dinners
and Meet the Need who donated
38 turkeys.” Reilly then asked
about the illegal pallet opera-
tion and illegal housing in South
Amboy.

B.A. Glenn Skarzynski an-
swered, “They (owners of the

pallet operation) have not yet
been heard in court." Reilly then
asked about the Assistant Fire
Chief’s vehicle which is badly
needed.

B.A. Skarzynski answered,
“Once they (Fire Department)
find a vehicle, the city will
transfer the funds.”

Councilman Reilly asked for
clarity on the move of mak-
ing the First Aid Squad a divi-
sion of the Fire Department and
whether or not to build a new
fire house or modify the exist-
ing one. “The membership has
backed the effort to stay where
they are. Is this move being con-
sidered?”

B.A. Skarzynski said, “This
project which has still not come
to fruition to see our firefighters
are up to 21 Century firefight-
ing. After many, many years, the
firechouses are out of date. We
can put hundreds of thousands
of dollars into an old building or
do you want a brand-new build-
ing? One way or another it’s a
million-dollar project — a neces-
sary project that needs the coun-
cil’s consideration.”

Councilman Reilly stated,
“The firefighters have a lot of
legacy there. We can acknowl-
edge all their years of service.”

Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin thanked Kim Seaver for her
efforts at her pantry. He then
directed his attention to the situ-
ation with the fire department,
“Do we have a plan, yet? Can
we make a second fire house?

B.A. Skarzynski answered,
“The administration would be
more than happy to fund this.
We have been talking about this
for 2 decades. Do we leave our
firefighters with substandard
firechouses or do we address it?
We are waiting for the council
to approve the Fire Department
merger with the First Aid Squad.
We have 3 or 4 steps to com-
plete the merger over the next
few months.”

Council President Mickey
Gross thanked Kim Seaver for
her dedication to the food pan-
try. He then spoke about the
firehouse situation, “Keep the

gas pedal on the Deputy Chief’s
(vehicle). It’s a home (the fire-
house) for these guys. We’ve got
guys that have given 35 years or
better. It’s their home. We can
make all foreseeable - it’s their
home. These guys get up in the
middle of the night just to put
fires out.”

B.A. Glenn Skarzynski re-
minded everyone there will be
a blood drive at St. Mary’s and
one in January by the Rotary
Club.” “Please support these or-
ganizations.”

Public Portion:

The first person to speak was
Assistant Fire Chief Andrew
Bielak, “Thank you for your ef-
forts to get a vehicle.”

The next person to speak was
Edward Zarkowski, “We (the
Fire Department) did request
some work to be done. Our
building (the fire house) was
built in 1929. We love our place.
We didn’t’ want to leave it. We
hate to leave it to go to a cinder-
block building.”

Council President Mickey
Gross said, “Thank you for your
service. We will do everything
to help you guys.”

Councilman Thomas Reilly
added, “There’s a long legacy.
There’s something for years of
service and helping people. We
have to help you keep that fire-
house where it is. Bring it up to
code.”

Gross added, “Thank you, sir
for your service.”

Larry Parsons was the next
person to speak. “Is there a
council person who is a liaison
to the Fire Department? With all
this being said, it’s about time
there should be a council mem-
ber between the council and the
mayor.”

Council President Gross said,
“Maybe it’s something to con-
sider.”

The council went into ex-
ecutive session at 8:26 p.m. All
council members were present.
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Anton J. Massopust Honored at the 11/23/20 Council Meeting, YMCA, Perth Amboy *Photos by Paul W. Wang

PERTH AMBOY - Resolution R-475-11/20 proclaiming: In recognition of Anton J. Massopust, the lives he touched, all the good works he performed in and for our community
we name this day, November 23", on the occasion of his birth, "Anton J. Massopust Day in Perth Amboy" and let it forever be known as such from this day forward. This procla-
mation was presented to the Massopust family at the 11/23/20 Council Meeting. Photo #1 - Mrs. Marcella Massopust is presented with a proclamation by Council President Wil-
liam Petrick. (L-R) (Councilman Fernando Irizarry, Councilwoman Milady Tejeda, Joan Zaleski, Anton Massopust III, Katherine Massopust, Mrs. Marcella Massopust, Council
President William Petrick, Councilman Helmin Caba. Photo#2 - Mrs. Marcella Massopust thanks the Council for the proclamation.

Council Recognizes Jeremy Baratta at the

11/23/20 Council Meeting, YMCA, Perth Amboy
*Photos by Paul W. Wang

PERTH AMBOY - Business Owner and Veteran Jeremy Baratta
was commended by the council for being a recipient of the 2020
Hire Vets Medallion Platinum Award (L to R) Councilwoman Mi-

Remarks by Mrs. Marcella Massopust
11/23/20 Council Meeting

PERTH AMBOY - Thank you
for honoring Tony on his birth-
day. It was always a special day
for us. We became engaged on
that day over 56 years ago - the
day after President Kennedy’s
assassination. Those were tur-
bulent times, as they are now.
The storms did pass, and Tony
began to teach. He shared his
knowledge and abilities to all.
He loved Perth Amboy, its chil-
dren, students, and community
and they loved him back. Our
deepest thank you to the City
Council for this resolution and
wish you and your families a
blessed and safe Thanksgiving.

Anton J. Massopust

lady Tejeda, Council President William Petrick, Jeremy Baratta,
Councilman Helmin Caba.

BETTER CARES
FOR YOU TODAY
SO YOU CAN BE

YOUR HEALTHIEST

TOMORROW \'

b

When you choose a Hackensack Meridian Health doctor, you're getting a collaborative
network of providers at over 350 locations covering everything from primary to
specialized care, all focused on helping you live your healthiest life.

Find your Hackensack Meridian Health Medical Group doctor at HMHDoc.org

o _m
0'00 Hackensack Meridian
00-0' Medical Group

KEEP GETTING BETTER
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LOCAL PERSPECTIVE

EDITORIAL

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

2020: The Great Time Out

I saw a T-Shirt in a store. It
said, “The First Rule of 2021 —
Do Not Mention 2020!”

At the end of 2019, we could
not wait for 2020 to roll around
because 2019 had ended on
such sad notes with unexpected
losses. Little did we know that
right around the corner was Co-
vid-19.

2020 began with Australia’s
forests burning down, riots,
looting, murder hornets, and
the topper: the coronavirus pan-
demic. Schools became virtual,
as did meetings. Many began
working from home. Most fes-
tivals, parades, and other events
were either virtual or cancelled.
You cannot go to the mov-
ies, plays, attend sports events
(even ones held outdoors in
warm temperature), concerts
(although only some munici-
palities cancelled their outdoor
concerts), dine in indoor restau-
rants, etc. Parties and all mass
gatherings are banned. For a
while, you could not even get
a haircut or go to church. This
is the first year that the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade was cancelled
in New York City — something
not even the 1918 Spanish Flu
could do. Fun is cancelled for
2020.

Every day the mayors, gov-
ernors, etc. give Covid-19
briefings, citing the number of
cases and deaths from the coro-
navirus. Many know at least
one person who were afflicted

with Covid-19.

The pandemic also brought
out the best in people. Look at
how many organizations donat-
ed food and necessary items to
the pantries. Many people made
protective masks and PPEs that
they donated at no cost to hos-
pital workers and first respond-
ers. While many people became
unemployed, they decided to
make personalized masks to
sell. It spurred a new industry.

After a while, kids became so
disconnected while learning at
home online, they missed the
companionship of their fellow
students and long to be back in
school. It is just not the same.

Those same kids who did
nothing but play video games
and watch YouTube on the in-
ternet while texting their friends
rather than speak to them cannot
wait to have that personal inter-
action again. These same kids
want real board games, puzzles,
and other toys of old instead of
video games. They want off the
computer.

I was listening to a talk show
recently and the host said that a
lot of stores reported that their
nativity set sales were flying
off the shelves. A lot of people
are buying live Christmas trees
instead of putting up artificial
ones. More and more families
are putting Christmas lights and
other festive decorations up.

In a middle of a pandemic,
what items are important? Ly-
sol, Clorox wipes, toilet paper,
paper towels and other clean-
ing products. Supermarkets, big
box stores are having a boom-
ing business.

One bright spot is that restau-
rants for the first time were al-
lowed to have outdoor dining
and that actually increased their
patronage. One woman who
owned a restaurant said that
when she couldn’t have indoor
dining, the demand for takeout
increased so much that she had
to hire additional help.

There is a Silver Lining

Some people began working
on projects they had put aside
for months or even years. Dur-
ing the spring and summer
months, many people began
gardening once more. People
are finding pleasure in simpler
things. Many are learning to
cook meals and bake on their
own. Items such as yeast that
was easily available before Co-
vid-19 are in short supply.

With fewer people traveling
and certain industries at a slow
crawl, nature is beginning to
heal itself. Some species of ani-
mals are repopulating, and the
air is a little cleaner. You hear
the birds chirping a little louder.
The night sky is brighter with
the moon and stars shining. We
all have learned to slow down
again.

With the money that Presi-
dent Trump and his administra-
tion allocated: Operation Warp
Speed, there are three compa-
nies that have vaccines coming
out. The distribution plans are
being finalized. The states will
decide who will get the first
dosages.

Christmas will be different
this year for many. Some will
be separated from people they
normally celebrate with because
of Covid restrictions. Just re-
member the little things in life
— the happy things — whether it
be your dog chasing its tale or
your cats just being cats. Smile
and remember that you survived
The Great Time Out.

KM. & C.M.
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VOTE

New Jersey
Reproductive
Freedom Act

The New Jersey Reproductive
Freedom Act (S3030/A4848),
currently before the state leg-
islature, is the most dangerous
and radical abortion bill ever
proposed in our state. It will
invalidate New Jersey’s con-
science clause which has been
in effect since 1974 which pro-
tects the rights of individuals
to refuse to perform or assist in
abortion procedures. All abor-
tions will be allowed throughout
the entire nine months of preg-
nancy, putting women at risk in
late-term abortions, and risk-
ing women’s lives in abortions
performed by non-physicians.

It enshrines in law that living
babies in the womb capable of
feeling pain have no rights at
any stage of pregnancy, even if
they are viable and at full term.
The bill says, “a fertilized egg,
embryo, or fetus shall not have
independent rights under the
laws of this state.” It will gut
the New Jersey Safe Haven In-
fant Protection Act which saved
the lives of 77 newborns since
its enactment. It is our duty as
citizens to protect the most vul-
nerable members of our society,
such as the unborn who have
no voice. | urge you to contact
your three state legislators and
ask them to Vote No on (S3030/
A4848), the New Jersey Repro-
ductive Freedom Act.

Marianne Zanko Komek

Drawing of Ballot Positions for Runoff Election,
11/21/20 - Perth Amboy *Photo by Paul W. Wang

middlesexcountynj.gov/

PERTH AMBOY - The ballot positions were drawn for the runoff
election of the 2 mayoral candidates and 4 council candidates. Hel-
min Caba drew Column A and Wilda Diaz drew Column B. The
election date is December 15, 2020. Residents should have received
their mail-in ballots by December 5, 2020. You are encouraged to
contact the Municipal Board of Elections at if you did not receive
your ballot by that date. For more information, go to http:/www.

Middlesex County College and The
Citizens Campaign to Unveil Partnership
Establishing the First Citizen Leadership

Center in the State of New Jersey

Press Release 11/30/20

MIDDLESEX COUNTY - Mid-
dlesex County College and The
Citizens Campaign to announce
the establishment of a Citizen
Leadership Center designed to
train students in pragmatic prob-
lem-solving skills of community
issues and provide opportunities
for them to put their training to
use as “citizen leaders” working
to better their communities and
our Country. Middlesex County
College is the first of 10 com-
munity colleges around the na-
tion where model Citizen Lead-
ership Centers will be launched
in partnership with The Citizens
Campaign in the coming year.
These pioneering Citizen Lead-
ership Centers are designed to
pave the way for putting our na-
tion’s 1,100 or so community
colleges at the center of a new

national public service generat-
ing pragmatic and principled
citizen leaders.

Mark McCormick, Presi-
dent, Middlesex County Col-
lege; Harry Pozycki, Founder
and Chair, The Citizens Cam-
paign; Bart Oates, President
NFL Alumni Association and 3
time Super Bowl Champion on
Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 11:00 a.m.
at the Parkview Room, West
Hall, corner of Parkside Drive
and College Drive East, Mid-
dlesex County College, Edison
Campus (Park in Lot 1) or can
be viewed by clicking on the
link below. It will be sent out via
Facebook Live by both MCC
and The Citizens Campaign.
Middlesex County College &
The Citizens Campaign Partner:
First Citizen Leadership Center
in NJ

Keep those Letters Coming! We Love to Hear From You! E-mail letters to the editor to amboyguardian@gmail.
com or write to the paper at Letters to the Editor, The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 0127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862-
0127. Letters must include your full name, address and daytime telephone number or cell phone number for
verification. First time letter-writers must be called for verification or your letter will not be published. If you are
a public official, please include your title. All letters are subject to editing or rejection. All submissions may be
published or distributed by us in print, electronic or other forms. Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the writers and do not represent or reflect the views of the Amboy Guardian.
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Important! Community Calendar

-+
< G .
ampOT M. cunrpinn | PREREIERIRE oo
y b MON. Dec. 7 City Council, Caucus 4:30 p.m.
YMCA, New Brunswick Ave.

intend to attend will take

o place. WED Dec. 9 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.
Where tO Flnd US o o o ) The Amboy Guardian YMCA, New Brunswick Ave.
will only put a cancellation THURS. Jan. 7 Board of Education, 5:30 p.m.
IN FORDS: notice in if we receive notice PAHS, Eagle Ave.
COLONIAL RESTAURANT .....cocoovevvieieieeeeeeeeeeenen 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. from the organizer of the
LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE........ovveeceeroooeeeeeereercen 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE. - & South Amboy . . .
PUBLIC LIBRARY....ooooo... 211 FORD AVE. . WED. Dec. 16 City Council, Business & Regular, 6 p.m.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ...c.covvvumrirmrircrinecireceinseeecninenees 684 KING GEORGE’S RD. City Hall, N. Broadway
SUPER DUPER DELI I ... 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.
IN HOPELAWN: : ; : ;
KRAUSZER'S. 683 FLORIDA GROVE RD. 1.41[ meetmgs are.subject to cha.nge. Check the City Website to see
IN LAURENCE HARBOR: if the meeting will take place via phone conference or at another
100)2 2V NN o) <3 ) O 5 LAURENCE PKWY. Attentio n location and for details how to participate
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .....ooovvoeoeereeeeeeeseeeoeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeee s 467 S. PINE AVE. o . .
IN PARLIN BUSlneSSCS *Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY...........ovoooorooreeceeoreereerssereeee 3290 WASHINGTON RD. . meeting times and places
IN PERTH AMBOY: Op cn Durlng
15T CONSTITUTION BANK ...ooooooierereeeeecesesee oo 145 FAYETTE ST. .
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER ... ... 178 BARRACKS ST. Pandemlc
ALAMEDA CENTER ......oovoioooveoeoeoeeeeoeeoseeeveeeseeeeooee oo 303 ELM ST.
AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE ... ...321 MAPLE ST. (e
ANDERL & OAKLEY PC ....oooooorooreoeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeseseeseeeeeeeees 309 MAPLE ST. CrlSlS .
THE BARGE ....oovoocccere. ...201 FRONT ST.
BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT.......ooioomroeeeeeceeeseeseeeeeeeoeeeseseseeeseeeeeseen 738 STATE ST. Let customers know 4 4 4 4 4 4
(&4 10)'7 N S ..272 MAPLE ST. :
CEDENO’S PHARMAGCY ...ooovooeoeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeeereeenee 400 STATE ST. e
(6 ' & VN 3 TSSO 260 HIGH ST. helping to serve the
(0103270 0] 20 L IO 306 SMITH ST. .
DUNKIN DONUTS ......ccoocemncee .... 587 FAYETTE ST. communlty. Con- Pl Submit C itv E ¢
EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .......oovvvveiooeoveeeoseeeeeeeeseeseoeeeseeeoeeeee 87 SMITH ST. . .G q a mi mmuni n
ELIZABETH CORNER ... .. 175 HALL AVE. sider Advel‘tlSlng 1m case vu o A y EVEILS
FAMILY FOOT CARE ....... ...252 SMITH ST. 1 !
the Amboy Guard- 2 Weeks in Advance!
FU LIN <o ese e ee e 79 SMITH ST.
HY TAVERN ..o esese e eseereeen 386 HIGH ST. . Mo g g
INVESTOR’S BANK .....ocovoooeoveeeeseeeoeeeeseeeoeeee e 598 STATE ST. ian. Our rates are Email: AmboyGuardlan@gmall.com
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ........ooovccccccrererrreccsiimrrecssessien 1 OLIVE ST. reasonable for both
JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER .... ...272A HOBART ST. . .
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ..oooceoeeoeereeesseeseeeseeeseeesseesesressees e 73 SMITH ST. print and/or online
LAW OFFICES ......oooveeo..... .. 708 CARSON AVE. . o
LEE’S MARKET ....oo.ooooovovvvoreereeesseessssesssossssssseeeeees s 77 SMITH ST. advertlsmg. Are
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY ......ooooeroveereeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeseeseee 75 BRACE AVE. .
MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ... ..788 CONVERY BLVD. hAUl hlrlng? Get the
PETRA BEST REALTY......ovvoooooeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeseseseeeeseeeeeens 329 SMITH ST. '
PETRICK’S FLOWERS ....ooovoooeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeees e seseseeeeseeeens 710 PFEIFFER BLVD. word out!

PORTUGUESE MANGR v . e SIOKEMST Call Carolyn: A On The Wateff 0"“ Histori¢Perth Amboy
PROVIDENT BANK st 732-896-4446 or Open for Lunch and Dinner
QUICK CHEX s 3 GONVERY BLVD, Katherine: Lunch-11:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
QUISQUEVAMARKET 3 MADISON AVE, 732-261-2610 Ny . Dinner-3:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
RARTTAN BAY AREA YMGA. o 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE, Email the Amboy Dining on our outside patio only or
RARITAN DAY MEDICAL CENTER T 363 CONVERY BIVD, Guardian: Orders to go -
SANTIRANATRAVEL - 20 363 STATE ST AmbovCuard Y  Come have your favorite Sangria
SHOPRITE ooroertemr s 365 CONVERY BLVD, AmooyGuard- & Seafood Dishes
B —— - 305 SMITH ST ian@gmail.com Check our website for menu
SUPREMO SUPERMARKET .....cccccoeccrvvvrrrmsmmnrnscvcreesssmesssssceeessne 270 KING ST. The Barge

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL - S SMITHST, TIARIB00 SOV RGHI SO P Aoy

WELLS FARGO ... 14 SMITH ST. \ VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.thebarge.com

ZPA oo 281 GRACE ST. \

IN SAYREVILLE: Attention!

2701200101615 1 £ VN 5 DN 167 MAIN ST. .

SENIOR CENTER 423 MAIN ST. Our N, ewspaper is

SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT ...oooiiiiiiiieceee e 111 MAIN ST. . o

IN SEWAREN: available at Shop-Rite,

PUBLIC LIBRARY .......ooivvoervoeeeeoosesseeseseeesseoeesseeessseee oo 546 WEST AVE. Perth A mboy at the

SEWAREN CORNER DELI ....c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeceeeeeeeeeee e 514 WEST AVE. '

IN SOUTH AMBOY: Ol (Lo WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ....ooooiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS . .105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .126 N. BROADWAY

CITY HALL ..o 140 N. BROADWAY

COMMUNITY CENTER ... ..200 O’LEARY BLVD. - -

KRAUSZER'S oo 200 N. BROADWAY 2020 General Mechanical Services of NJ
KRAUSZER'S oo seeeeeeeereeseeessoeessseeeessseeseseseesse 717 BORDENTOWN AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY ...oooiiiiiiiieie e 100 HOFFMAN PLAZA ° '
SCIORTING'S HARBOR LIGHTS o BN i Bl AL I A COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL B8
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER. 540 BORDENTOWN AVE. . ° ’!\
WELLS FARGO BANK ......cooiiiiiiiiie e 116 N. BROADWAY PUbllcatlon Dates = ¥ & ¥

IN WOODBRIDGE: HEATING * AIR CONDITIONING * BOILERS

CITY HALL oot 1 MAIN ST. *FURNACES *DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT SYSTEMS *
MATIN ST. FARM ..o eeseeeeeeseesese s essseseesseesessseesessseen 107 MAIN ST. January 15

ST JOSEPH'S SENIORS RESIDENCE -l ST, IOSEPH'S TERR Fead MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS AVAILABLE

March 4
March I || 732-558-3190 ||
April 1
April 15 NJ State Licensed HVACR Master Contractor
1\%1?]260 NJ State Registered Home Improvement Contractor
Deadlmefor Print AdS.’ June 3 Licensed, Insured, Bonded
June 17 24 Hrs/7 Days Service www.gmsofnj.com
7 p-m. Thursday July |
vy Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz
Office Hours: August S : idents i
. August 19 Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
September 2 We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-
M on. - Wed’ 9 a.m. - 5 p .M. September 16 phasize that it is important:
October 7 IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!
T h urs. 1 0 a.m. - 7 po m. October 21 Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!
F o 9 3 November 4 Do not think that any call or report is too small
ri. a.m. - po m. November 18 Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life
December 2 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

December 16 FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400
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Wilda Diaz
Leadership. 5

When we need it most.

El
"h
'S
-
.. 4

Mayor Diaz responded decisively to provide relief for those
Perth Amboy residents directly impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.
Mayor Diaz, in partnership with non-profits and the
business community, have organized over 250,000 meal, fruit
and produce deliveries to locations across the city.

i

=2 Iy

Courtesy of / =0
I I ' I

Mayor Diaz keeps us up to date by press conference and social media.

T=AM WILDA

DIAZ
2020

STRONGER TOGETHER

Wilda Diaz for Mayor

Bernadette Falcon Lopez &
Junior Iglesia for City Council

Paid by Team Wilda Diaz 2020 - Stronger Together, 437 Ashley Street, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
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Season's Greetings

Ana Maria Zevallos/Skrocki

HOME for FUNERALS

e Traditional Funerals *
e Cremation Services

e Pre-Planned Funeral Services
eShipment to Foreign Locations
e Public Assistance Accepted

732-826-1321
ﬁﬁ 469 State Street-Perth Amboy

During Your Time of Need......

Family Owned and Operated
Available 24 Hours / Se Habla Espanol

Ana M. Zevallos
ey Senior Director
NI License # 4192

Deck the House
Merry & Bright
House Decorat-

ing Contest

SOUTH AMBOY - Let’s light
up South Amboy this holiday
season and spread some joy!
Contestants wanting to partici-
pate in the “Deck the House:
Merry & Bright” holiday home
decorating contest can email
picture(s) of their decorated
home including address to kel-
lyj@southamboynj.gov starting
November 30th, 2020 until De-
cember 18th, 2020.

Photos will be posted for
judging and will also be fea-
tured in our Virtual Holiday
Trolley Tour video that will be
posted later in December on our
Facebook and website page.

Cookie Walk

PERTH AMBOY - St. John's
Annual Cookie Walk at 404
Division Street, Perth Amboy,
NJ will be Held on Saturday
December 19 from 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. please come
and pick out some homemade
baked goods.

Cake Sale

PERTH AMBOY - St. John's
Orthodox Church Winter Cake
Sale. Orders may be called in
on December 7 & 8 for: Wal-
nut, Poppyseed, Prune (Levar),
Apricot, Raspberry Cakes are
$13.00 to (732) 826-7067 be-
tween 9 am. and 12:00 p.m.
Call early before we sell out.
Cake orders may be picked on
December 16 or 17 between
12:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. at 404
Division Street.

Drive Thru the

Christmas Story
OLD BRIDGE - Welcome to
our 35" Annual Drive Thru the
Christmas Story! Sayre Woods
Bible Church, 2290, US High-
way 9 South, Old Bridge, NJ.
2020 may look a little different
this year, but the story remains
the same! So, bring your family
to celebrate with our family as
we revisit the life of Jesus, from
the Nativity thru the Resurrec-
tion.

In an effort to remain socially
distant, there will be no inside
activities...however, our bath-
rooms will be available.

Fri., Dec. 4" — 6 p.m.— 10 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 5" — 6 p.m. — 10 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 6" — 5 p.m. -9 p.m.
*parking lot opens 30 minutes
before start times

We will be accepting unex-
pired non-perishable food dona-
tions for our Bread of Life Food
Bin ministry, which serves doz-
ens of families monthly.
For more information, call 732-
679-5989 or email info@sayre-
woods.org or go to www.sayre-
woods.org We look forward to
celebrating this Christmas with
you!

GEORGE J. OTLOWSKI,JR.
| ATTORNEY AT LAW g

: "Jm

U

Happy Holldays

5% 717 CONVERY
S BOULEVARD (ROUTE 35)
PERTH AMBOY NEW JERSEY 08861
TEL: 732-826-5555. FAX: 732-826-4653

gy

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Manager

Season's Greetings

%:’ l(/!& c’&ﬂ(/ Serse

FUNERAL HOMES

©
#

23 Ford Ave., Edison-Fords

319 Amboy Avenue, Metuchen
Brendan J. Flynn, Jr.,, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4105

420-424 East Ave., Perth Amboy]
James J. Flynn, IV, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4105 NJ Lic. No. 4152

1-800-649-0358 www.flynnfuneral.com

Season’s Greetings!

Refinance Today at No Cost

Available for 1-4 family, owner occupied homes with a minimum of $50,000 and a maximum of $625,000. First lien positions only. Approved applicants responsible at closing for funding interim
interest and escrow account for property taxes and insurance. Subject to credit approvals and home appraisal. Additional terms and conditions apply. Offer may be withdrawn at any time.

Now is the time to refinance your
high rate mortgage. We don’t charge
the typical upfront fees, which can be
between $3,000 and $5,000, saving
you thousands in out of pocket costs
with Amboy Bank’s Zero Cost
Program.

A

&3

AMBOY Visit a branch or

3ank | call 800.94.AMBOY

TR




8. The Amboy Guardian *December 2, 2020

*Continued from Page 1

oride. Why do we have fluoride
added to our water while other
towns do not? Residents said
they don’t want fluoride.”

King responded, “You may
have to file papers with the DEP
if you want to remove the fluo-
ride from the water.”

Jimenez then talked about
R-489 — A contract with Center
State Engineering in relation
to the sewer separation project
increasing the contract in an
amount not to exceed $5,000.

He explained, “Some utilities
were not marked. The elevation
levels had to be redesigned and
this is also a closeout of some of
the finished projects.

R-490 — A contract with Elec-
tronic Drives and Controls for
the repairs to the frequency
drives throughout the water and
service utilities in an amount
not to exceed $25,000.

Jimenez explained, “The
drives do not break that often,
but there are very old ones at
the Runyon Facility. The ones
at the Second Street Pump Sta-
tion overheated, but we put in
an air conditioner to solve the
problem.

R-491 — A change order to
the contract with EN-TECH
increasing the contract for the
cleaning and lining of the sewer
main on Gordon Street from
Water Street to High Street in an
amount not to exceed $761.25.

Jimenez said, “This is to pay
the off-duty Auxiliary Police
which will bring the amount up
to $1,155.01”

King then added, “This is sub-
ject to certified funds.”

R-4925 — Authorizing the
2020-2021 renewal of plenary
retail consumption license held
in the name of Seabra’s Armory,
200 Front St. effective Novem-
ber 24, 2020.

Law Director King explained,
“This will give the Armory back
their license so we can impose
fines on them.”

Fire Chief Ed Mullen came
up to speak about R-494 — Au-
thorizing the city of Perth Am-
boy to enter into a contract to
acquire 990 Amboy Ave., Lots
1&2 and execute documents re-
lated to closing title.

He explained, “There was
$750,000 in the Capital Im-
provement Ordinance for this.”
He also wanted to thank the
City Council for recognized An-
ton Massopust Day on his birth-
day (November 23™) on behalf
of the Fire Department.

Mullen then continued, “This
is not a massive building (new
firechouse). We started talking
about this project about 6 years
ago. The owner of this property
paid 6 quarters of his taxes. We
are asking that you move on the
first property tonight. We have
$250,000 in place for architec-
tural work. We expect to have
the project to be completed in
2024. We recently had a fire,
and we were able to get there
in 4 minutes. We hope to have
a concrete and steel building
for this firechouse. We intend to
name it: The Memorial Fire Sta-
tion to remember the past mem-
bers and it will include singular
dorms. The expected comple-
tion date is 2024.”

Council President Bill Pet-
rick made a comment regarding
R-496 — Rejecting the bids for

Who Has the Authority?
11/23/20 Caucus & Council Meetings

A/V Systems Upgrades to the
council chambers and authoriz-
ing the advertisement for the
bid. He stated, “The element of
the rebid was not complete.”

The meeting was then opened
up to the public. The first
person to speak was Jeremy
Baratta. He questioned the le-
gitimacy of the business (Key
Marketing Company) who was
contracted to the QR Codes
for the businesses. “I went to
the State Business records and
only found two records: one
from 1985 and one from 1995.
There were no tax filings. This
could be a fictitious name. Who
are these people? If they are not
registered, they cannot get the
contract. I’ve looked at the up-
dated state files.”

Law Director King then spoke
up, “I advise you (the coun-
cil) not to pass this resolution
(awarding Key Marketing the
contract). If you do award this
contract, there is a screening
process.”

Tashi Vazquez Assistant Di-
rector of the Office of Economic
and Community Development
told the council, “You have their
(Key Marketing) proposal, W9,
insurance, and certification.”

King then spoke up, “Based
upon that, you can award them
the contract.”

Samantha Castro from Front-
line Youth spoke next regarding
the Citizen's Advisory Group.
“The point of our protest is to
advocate for human rights and
the de-escalation of tensions
between the police and public.
This will help to protect and
n empower the residents. It's
based on compassion and safe-
ty. We work with the YMCA,
the NAACP and the Citizen's
Campaign.”

The next person to come up to
speak was resident Betty Crews
who is also a member of the
Citizen's Campaign. “I came up
here to speak for Donna Stew-
art, who is the President of the
local Perth Amboy Chapter of
the NAACP. Perth Amboy can
be an example of how the po-
lice and civilians can work to-
gether.” She asked that the ordi-
nance be adopted by the council
and is approved by the NAACP
and it could change the course
of history that we can be proud
of.”

Resident Bob McCoy came
up next, “I am on the Board of
Trustees at the YMCA. This or-
dinance addresses systemic rac-
ism and social justice. There is
a need for police reform. I am
part of the JEDI Group (Justice,
Equality, Diversity, Inclusion).”
He then mentioned the names of
several black people who were
killed by police in the last six
years that made national news.
While praising the Perth Amboy
Police, he also urged the council
to adopt this ordinance for our
city. "We need a policy regard-
ing the use of force. Our group
includes police chaplains, the
NAACP, educators, clergy, and
members of the Citizen's Cam-
paign."

Law Director King then stat-
ed, “The ordinance can’t contra-
dict the police chief’s policies.”

Citizen’s Campaign founder
Harry Pozycki came up to speak
next. He reminded the council
he came here over a little about
a month ago to say that this or-
dinance would be consistent
with state laws. “The PBA (Po-

lice Benefit Association) and
FOP (Fraternal Order of Police)
met with us. Revisions were
proposed and the PBA part-
nered with us to improve pub-
lic safety. Through the policies
implement use of force law-
suits went down. Complaints
go down, and there is a reduc-
tion of injuries. There is also
a decline of police deaths and
injuries. I asked that this ordi-
nance be put on the December
7t 2020 meeting for first read-
ing. You have the revised ordi-
nance.”

Councilman Helmin Caba
spoke up, “I think this is great
for Perth Amboy, but I don’t see
anyone here from the PBA.”

Pozycki then stated, “The per-
son who is supposed to be here
from the PBA is in self-isolation
because they were in contact
who tested positive for Covid.”

Council President Petrick
spoke up, “We should review
the revisions, then we can con-
sider introducing this at our
next regular council meeting.”

King made a final comment
regarding this ordinance, “Since
it was not on the agenda, it can-
not be put on the agenda tonight
because people could not talk
about it.”

Resident Ken Balut came up
next. He was concerned about
the voter fraud, and a ranking
police officer who was sus-
pended. “An employee in Code
Enforcement was talking about
it. A Board of Education Mem-
ber is involved, and this issue is
a month old. There is a recount
in the Board of Education be-
cause of 10 votes. Were votes
destroyed? Or counted or not
counted?” Balut then referred
to a video that has been circulat-
ing widely on the internet. “We
can see people take ballots out
of mailboxes. The chief is si-
lent. I want transparency. Does
the Code Enforcement Director
have a badge? I've been get-
ting phone calls from people 1
haven’t from in years. This is
voter fraud. Were votes stolen
and not mailed?"

Council President Petrick
asked King, “What is our as-
surance that this will be inves-
tigated?”

King responded, “Investiga-
tions can’t be discussed.”

Petrick then questioned, “Are
there ramifications on employ-
ees talking about this on Face-
book?”

King answered, “With sensi-
tive or classified information, it
can’t be done by a city employ-
ee on their personal or the city’s
Facebook page.”

Councilman Irizarry then
asked, “Would we be in-
formed?”

King responded, “Investiga-
tions can be touched up by those
we don’t know about. You have
authority as the Council, but
not under the Prosecutor’s or
Attorney General’s Office. You
cannot investigate any criminal
attorney.

The caucus meeting ended at
6:53 p.m. The council meeting
started at 7:05 p.m.

The meeting was opened up to
the public for anyone to speak
on Ordinance No. 2 RE: The ad-
dition of a loading zone at 576
New Brunswick Ave.

Jeremy Baratta came up, “The
owner of this business has a
driveway and a parking lot.
The trucks deliver at night. A

lot of houses in that area don’t
have driveways and the streets
are always lined with cars. I’'m
concerned about the resident’s
parking. Why is there an eigh-
teen-wheel truck delivering to
such a small store? The parking
lot can accommodate an eigh-
teen-wheel truck.”

Petrick spoke up, “They were
parking on New Brunswick Av-
enue before. The loading zone
will be on Lawrie Street. The
time will be from 5 p.m. to 12
a.m. Monday through Sunday.
It’s wall-to-wall cars some-
times.”

Baratta then thought, “From
5 pm. to 12 am. — 7 days a
week is too much. Change the
delivery schedule or change the
times of the delivery.”

People were then asked to ad-
dress any agenda items.

Baratta went back up to the
mic to address R-487 — Accept-
ing the proposal of and award-
ing a contract to Key Marketing
for NPP-CRF: Restaurant Web-
site Design in an amount not to
exceed $20,000.

Baratta stated, “That is not
Key Marketing. Could it be
their trade name? Tashi Vazquez
(Assistant Director of the Office
of Economic and Community
Development) showed me the
documents on this company, but
the addresses don’t match. They
do not show enough profession-
alism and are not maintaining
their records. How will their
work be done?” He then dis-
cussed an article, “There is an
article in The New Jersey Globe
which was about a video show-
ing people taking ballots out of
mailboxes (in Perth Amboy).
There was also a police officer
suspended. This should have
been in the personnel report.
You should have been officially
notified.” He then spoke about
Ordinance No. 2 RE: Special
Event permits. Baratta suggest-
ed to the council that they look
at legal briefs citing the stature
on having events such as festi-
vals on city properties and city
beaches — not just a general ex-
planation. “This should not be
subject to interpretation.”

Ken Balut came up to speak
about R-487. “Was this bidded
out? You could probably get a
kid to do QR codes. I gave you
photos of former Police Chief
Ruiz doing election work while
in uniform. This city has to file
charges and you never did. King
said he would have filed charg-
es. The upper echelon of the po-
lice department and the police
director are at fault. Intimida-
tion by Code Enforcement is
still going on.”

Councilman Irizarry then ad-
dressed Balut’s last statement,
“You were told that it was a
mistake when Code Enforce-
ment went to your house re-
garding your hedges.” Irizarry
then asked, “How much did the
GIF (General Insurance Fund)
goup?”

Balut answered, “$400,000.”

Irizarry then finished the con-
versation, “We can’t file charg-
es if there is an investigation
going on.”

Hearing of Citizens: Jeremy
Baratta, Managing Member of
J. Baratta Industries came up to
speak about the proposed 2021
Business Improvement Budget.
He started by saying, “At the
last BID meeting, BID Chair
Barry Rosengarten said that the

council agreed to pass the BID
budget.”

Petrick responded, “We
didn’t.”

Baratta continued, “On No-
vember 17% Noelia Colon
(BID Coordinator) said it was
too soon to pass the budget.
“The administration does things
last minute so you can’t make
changes. It’s the same old scam.
6 out of 16 Board Members at-
tended the last BID Meeting.
There was no agenda. The sala-
ry for Noelia Colon is $105,000
which would be 3 to 4 times the
AGI (Average Gross Income) of
our citizens. There is supposed
to be revamping the fagade pro-
gram. They are giving grants to
nontaxpayers. Some businesses
got a $5,000 check. The busi-
nesses are shutting down, so
there is no need to spend money
on sprucing them up. $7,500
was spent for paperclips and
$2,500 for a phone bill. $23,000
for  professional  services;
$250/hour for a BID Attorney.
$15,000 on various projects.
The BID Budget is $247,650
and $144,000 in supplemental
money. Under marketing, they
have a Green Team which they
have at an additional cost. The
contractors for the planters are
$2,500 a month, but they are not
public contractors. The BID has
$400,000 in cash and supple-
mental money and they should
operate on a flat tax.”

On Ordinance No. 1 — 1-year
lease with Easter Seals of New
Jersey for office space in the
Jankowski Community Center
for non-monetary consideration
to be used for public purpose
commencing January 1%, 2021
thru December 31%, 2021 was
moved by Irizarry and seconded
by Tejeda.

Ordinance No. 2 — RE: Ad-
dition of Loading Zone to
576 New Brunswick Ave. was
moved by Irizarry and seconded
by Tejeda.

Ordinance No. 1 (first reading)
— designating restricted parking
spaces for use by a handicapped
person regarding addition was
moved by Irizarry and seconded
by Caba.

Ordinance No. 2 (first reading)
— RE: Special Event permits
was moved by Irizarry and sec-
onded by Tejeda.

Ordinance No. 3 (first read-
ing) — Administration of Gov-
ernment regarding budget and
fiscal procedures was moved
by Irizarry and seconded by
Tejeda.

For the consent agenda, R-467
thru R-473, R-476, R-478 thru
R-494, R-496 were moved
by Irizarry and seconded by
Tejeda. R-477 was asked to be
pulled to be voted separately
by Petrick. Irizarry asked that
R-495 be pulled to be voted on
separately. The consent agenda
was moved by Irizarry and sec-
onded by Tejeda.

R-477 — Authorizing a Fit Lot
partnership agreement to AARP
sponsored outdoor fitness park
at Dalton Park. It was moved by
Irizarry and seconded by Teje-
da. All voted “Yes.”

R-495 — Professional services
with Thomas Calcagni, Esq. of
the firm of Calcagni-Kanefski
for legal representation of the
council of the city of Perth Am-
boy in conjunction with liti-

*Continued on Page 9



*Continued from Page 8

gation regarding city officials
violation of law related to reap-
pointment of the business ad-
ministrator in an amount not to
exceed $25,000. It was moved
by Irizarry and seconded by
Tejeda. Irizarry voted, “No.”
Earlier in the meeting, the
council decided to move two
resolutions:  R-474-11/20 —
Commending Jeremy Barrata,
owner of J. Baratta Industries
on being a recipient of the 2020
Higher Vet Medallion Platinum
Award. It was moved by Irizarry
and seconded by Tejeda. When
it came to vote on the resolution
separately, Irizarry voted, “No.”
R-475-11/20 — Proclaiming
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Who Has the Authority?
11/23/20 Caucus & Council Meetings

November 23" as “Anton J.
Massopust Day in Perth Am-
boy” in acknowledgement and
celebration of all his contribu-
tions to the city, was approved
by all during the approval con-
sent agenda during the meeting.
Public Portion:

The first person to come to the
podium was Ken Balut who was
annoyed because New Jersey li-
braries were awarded $870,000.
“We lost out on this grant mon-
ey because we don’t have the
proper library staff. We had a
good library director.”

Petrick then spoke up, “Wilda
(Mayor Diaz) fired her for no
cause.”

Balut continued, “The council
should have a budget of $50,000
for legal representation. I don’t
know if we had a legal election.

It is your job to look at the video
(showing alleged ballot tamper-
ing). It’s serious when a police
sergeant was suspended. It is
about checks and balances. Joe
Vas (former mayor) also used
Code Enforcement to go after
people. The current Code En-
forcement Director is not quali-
fied. You (the council), and the
business administrator, should
investigate. 1 always come up
here with proof.”
Businessowner Jeremy Barat-
ta came up next to speak, “You
have a right to start investiga-
tions. You may get a letter to
stop if you go beyond your du-
ties, but that’s it. ’'m not a city
employee and I can speak freely.
I was going to share some text
messages between myself and
Councilman Fernando Irizarry,

but the people have spoken.”
Council Comments:

Helmin Caba said, “I thank
everyone for coming. Everyone
have a Blessed Thanksgiving.”

Fernando Irizarry wished all
a Happy, Safe, and Blessed
Thanksgiving.”

Milady Tejeda thanked every-
one for coming. She then said,
“Mr. Massopust was an icon. It
was my pleasure to serve with
him on the Board of Education.
I’m wishing him a happy birth-
day in heaven. Have a Blessed
Thanksgiving.”

William Petrick asked the
council members that were
present if they would be inter-
ested in changing the start time
of the Caucus to 5:00 p.m.

Law Director King spoke up,
“You would have to change the

ordinance.”

City Clerk Victoria Kupsch
then added, “You would have
to change it next year before the
2021 meeting schedule comes
out.”

Petrick then mentioned that
the purchasing department said
the council might have to have
special meeting at the end of
December. He thanked all for
coming, wished everyone a
Blessed Thanksgiving at to be
safe.

The meeting ended at 8:10
p-m. Councilman Joel Pabon
was absent from both meetings
due to illness.

In-Home Learning and Safety Concerns
11/19/20 Board of Education Meeting

By: Carolyn Maxwell

PERTH AMBOY —Superinten-
dent Dr. David Roman intro-
duced Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Vivian Rodriguez to present
her report on the anti-bullying
policy. Rodriguez started out by
stating, “The Anti-Bullying Re-
port has to be presented twice a
year according to the law. The
presentation can also be viewed
on the Board of Education’s
website. This report was from
the school year beginning from
2019-2020. The first report
deals with self-assessment of
the school and harassment pre-
vention. There are 26 questions.
Our district has met or exceed-
ed the expectations. We have to
score between 52-78 points. We
all have met or exceeded this.
The second part of the report
involves the student data and
harassment incidents, what kind
of training we have in place and
programs dealing with violence
and vandalism. This also in-
cludes any student that had to
be removed or suspended. The
final report must be submitted
by December 31, 2020.”

Board Vice President Junior
Iglesia asked if there was any
data from last year to compare
to.

Rodriguez responded, “I can
get it for you, but it was given
to you already. There was less
bullying because of remote
learning. This includes violent
vandalism, weapons, and oth-
er incidents. In the past, there
were also suspensions of stu-
dents who did not obey the code
of conduct.”

Board President Tashi
Vazquez asked if they had any
incidents of violence or van-
dalism since we’ve had remote
learning.

Dr. Roman then explained,
“There have been some inci-
dents that have been sexual in
nature. We have observed stu-
dents doing something. Some-
times parents or teachers will
report cyber-bullying. We have
been on top of it with secu-
rity and other departments in-
volved.”

After the presentation and
comments made referring to
the report, the Board of Edu-
cation went into executive ses-
sion at 5:49 p.m. The meeting
resumed at 7:07 p.m. Again,
there was only one public por-
tion in which anything could be
discussed.

Parent Mr. Ortiz was the first
speaker. He was concerned be-
cause the Board of Education
Members and Superintendent
are not communicating enough
with the parents when it comes
to remote learning. “Other
towns have Zoom Meetings
to teach parents better ways to
use technology for more of a in-
school learning environment.”

Mr. Ortiz then introduced his
son, who stated, “At home, you
have too many distractions.”

Mr. Ortiz then stated, “There
is not enough communications
with the superintendent. Why
are schools closed? The virus is
not spreading that much in the
schools.”

Perth Amboy Federation
President Pat Paradiso and Dis-
trict Representative of the Perth
Amboy Federation Lynn Audet
each read a statement. (See col-
umn right p.9 & p.10)

Board President Tashi
Vazquez thanked all for their
opinions. She told the speak-
ers they can email the Board of
Education Members and admin-
istrators about their concerns.
“We hear you,”

Vazquez then addresed some
of the remarks by the AFT
Members regarding the safety
of teachers and staff. “We are
learning as we go along regard-
ing our food workers and staff.
We have masks to give to any-
one who needs them. Our Num-
ber #1 priority is making sure
our students have what they
need to communicate. There is a
natural shortage of some equip-
ment.” She then addressed the
complaint about the AFT rep-
resentatives concerns about the
last contract that was signed.
“The salary guide requirements
were met in accordance with
the contract negotiation with the
AFT. The Board of Education
stands by their decision.”

Superintendent Dr. Roman
then addressed the father and
son who spoke earlier and urged
them to email your principal
about your concern. “We have
weekly meetings regarding the
pandemic situation which all
can participate in them. We are
doing one-on-one engagement
with the students. Other towns
may have different criteria
when it comes with when deal-
ing with the pandemic. We fol-
low the appropriate recommen-
dations when handing out food.
Thanksgiving is not going to be

easy this year. One of our Board
Members: Jesus Martinez is
leaving, and we want to recog-
nize his contributions, dedica-
tion, and his involvement as a
Board Member. We also want to
thank Board Member Maria Ro-
driguez for her service and how
she could see firsthand how the
Board of Education works.”

Board Member Ken Puccio
said, “A lot of students have
more engagement in the com-
munity and want some of the
clubs to be reactivated after the
pandemic is over. We hear your
concerns.”

Board Member Lissette Leb-
ron then spoke up, “There is an
organization that has a donation
of over 400 winter coats.”

Board Member Dianne Ro-
man then said, “We need an
assessment on how they will
be distributed. We may have
to meet with the Building and
Grounds personnel regarding
this matter.”

Superintendent Dr. Roman
thanked the Maintenance and
Custodial Staff for keeping our
buildings clean.

Board President Tashi
Vazquez then spoke up, “The
Remote Learning and Childcare
Contract with the YMCA is be-
ing reviewed before renewing
the contract.”

Board Member Stephanie
Marquez-Villafafie stated that
it is National Adoption Month.
“You can be a mentor or foster
parent. There are 122,000 youth
waiting for adoption and some
of them are at-risk.

After she spoke, Board Mem-
ber Lissette Lebron wished ev-
eryone a Happy Thanksgiving
and thanked all the churches
who participated by providing
food for people this Thanksgiv-
ing.
Board Member Dianne Ro-
man asked all to be cautious
when dealing with the Covid,
“Our numbers are going up.
There were over 600 new cases
in the last 17 days (in Perth Am-
boy). The numbers speak for
themselves. 1 was grateful to
serve with all the Board Mem-
bers.”

Board Member Ken Puc-
cio wished everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.

The meeting adjourned at 8:08
p.m. Board Members Dr. Dani-
elle Brown and Jesus Martinez
were not present.

Pat Paradiso Board Meet-
ing Statement at the 11/19/20
Board of Education Meeting

PERTH AMBOY - The current
remote schedules for middle
school and high school students
and staff are unsustainable. If
you were able to go into their
Google classrooms you would
see the strain and exhaustion
of the faces of our students and
staff. On top of the full day of
teaching, teachers spend hours
completing paperwork and pre-
paring and digitizing their re-
mote lessons. There is also the
expectation that teachers must
show up after their contractual
day to retrieve materials. This is
unacceptable.

Adding to this pressure, grad-
ing windows for report cards
and progress reports have been
reduced to an unreasonably
short amount of time. Teachers
have complained about this, and
the union has complained about
this. The response from the dis-
trict is the teachers should be
inputting grades all along. That
ignores the fact that teachers are
allowing their students to make
up missing work. We under-
stand that this is all difficult for
our students, too. And truthful-
ly, what possible harm is there
in keeping the grading window
open longer. Teachers should
not have to spend hours after
school trying to complete a task
that teachers from other districts
can do in a leisurely manner.

After the rush to get report
cards done, high school teach-
ers must then go through a maze
of documentation to show that
they did everything possible
to help their students pass the
class. This process can take
hours. This task also has an un-
reasonable deadline. Almost ev-
ery teacher task in this district

comes with an unreasonable
deadline.

Middle and High School
teachers are also losing their
preps to cover classes. In most
cases, it has not been voluntary.
Yes, they are being paid for a
missed prep, but teachers des-
perately need their prep periods
to prepare and upload qual-
ity remote lessons, contact par-
ents, grade assignments, upload
grades, do report cards, return
emails, speak with other col-
leagues, attend IEP meetings,
attend PLCs, and to digitize
their current resources. We are
petitioning for more planning
time for our Middle and High
School teachers. The amount of
work our teachers are tasked is
enormous.

We requested from central that
teachers and paraprofessional
be given time on a rotating
schedule during their contractu-
al workday to pick up supplies
that they need from their class-
rooms to be used for instruction
for our students for the second
marking period. No one in cen-
tral answered our request.

We also have paraprofession-
als who need laptops because
the ones they got from the dis-
trict in the spring no longer
work. Our students need their
paraprofessionals, and our para-
professional need laptops.

On a related note, you can
see that we are losing more
great teachers on this agenda...
through retirement and resigna-
tion. This should concern all of
us.

Pat Paradiso
President Perth Amboy Federa-
tion
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Statement by Lynn Audet
at the November 19, 2020
Board of Education Meeting

PERTH AMBOY - Lynn Audet,
Perth Amboy resident, 30-year
teacher, taxpayer, and voter. |
am also the District Representa-
tive for the Perth Amboy Fed-
eration.

I have been asked to speak this
evening on behalf of many dif-
ferent component groups on
many different topics, so please
bear with me as I attempt to
express to you everyone’s con-
cerns. Please know that Pat
Paradiso and I have reached out
to supervisors and/or central
administrators about these con-
cerns, and there was no commu-
nication back to us, so I am led
to believe that these problems
are still happening.

On behalf of our CST work-
ers who are currently testing
students in some of the build-
ings: We were told that there are
parents showing up at sites with
no masks. There have been chil-
dren with no masks coming into
very close contact, and in some
cases climbing on the CST
member testing them, no disin-
fecting after parents or students
are using the bathroom, some
testing being done in rooms
with no open windows, and
there is a building that is using a
shower curtain not plexiglass as
a divider. There is also testing
happening in a building where
the YMCA is housed, where
we are being told children are
not always wearing their masks
or practicing social distancing.
These practices are putting our
CST members at risk.

On behalf of our Food Service
workers: There are still sites
where it is being reported that
parents are showing up with-
out masks to pick up lunches,
and there are still sites with no
plexiglass dividers. It has been
reported to me that there are
sites where parents are com-
ing inside the building to pick
up lunches. Also, I understand
that food service workers
sometimes need to cover other
schools if there are entire teams
in quarantine or they are short-
handed. There have been times,
however, that food service
workers from a school are on
their "remote day" and then an-
other food service worker from
another school is sent to cover
that school. This seems unnec-
essary. Traveling from building
to building increases the chance
of exposure to Covid 19 for our
Food Service workers. I ask that
Food Service workers only be
sent to other buildings in abso-
lute emergencies.

I am also requesting that you

have our Food Service workers
go back to reporting on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday like
we did in the Spring and to stag-
ger their work day to minimize
exposure. They can give out
multiple breakfasts and lunches
on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday. Parents have been re-
questing at the schools more
than one breakfast/lunch when
they come to pick up, so they
don't have to come back every
day. This is bound to increase as
the weather begins to get colder.
I would hate to see a parent not
come out to get food for their
child(ren) because the weather
is too cold for them to walk to
school.
On behalf of our Food Ser-
vice workers and our SLEOs,:
We have heard that there have
been food service workers
and SLEOs that are being sent
emails after hours that they will
have a remote day the following
day, but then they are showing
up to work because the email
was sent after hours. Staff mem-
bers are not required to check
their emails at home during
non-contractual hours.

On behalf of our custodians:
I was informed yesterday that
custodians were given face-
masks that require disposable
filters, and they were told to
purchase coffee filters, in lieu
of being provided with replace-
ment filters. I am also concerned
that our custodians are tasked
with cleaning the building af-
ter the children leave from the
YMCA program. This concerns
me since I am hearing that not
all protocols have been fol-
lowed in the YMCA program.
On behalf of the entire staff of
the PAPS: People want to know
in writing what the protocol is if
a worker tests positive for Co-
vid 19.

In conclusion, as I said at last
month’s Board of Education
meeting, | am asking for you
to please include the AFT in
the decision-making process,
and communicate back to us
when we address concerns. We
are not you enemy. We want to
work collaboratively to help
move this district forward, and
to keep our members safe. We
are the people working in the
trenches. AFT leadership should
not have to file grievances to
be heard. We shouldn’t have to
have to fight for safety, fairness,
and respect for our dedicated,
amazing staff members. But
you know we will.

Our Gift Guide/Season's Greetings Issue are
Coming Up on & December 16, 2020
Deadline: December 11, 2020

We Have Special Advertising Rates
Call Carolyn: 732-896-4446
or Katherine: 732-261-2610
or Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Rutgers Leading Coronavirus
Therapeutic Clinical Trial

Researchers are investigating a potential treatment for people recently diagnosed with SARS-
CoV-2 who have no or mild symptoms

Press Release
NEW JERSEY - Rutgers is lead-
ing a clinical trial assessing the
combination of nitazoxanide,
ribavirin and hydroxychloro-
quine to treat people 21 or older
who are infected with SARS-
CoV-2 and are asymptomatic or
mildly symptomatic. The trial
is being conducted with Syna-
vir Corporation, a global health
company that works with aca-
demia, industry and government
to develop combination treat-
ments for new viral infections.
The trial — called Triple Com-
bination Antiviral Coronavirus
Therapy (TriACT) — seeks to
determine whether treating peo-
ple who test positive for coro-
navirus but who do not have
symptoms or have mild symp-
toms with this combination will
reduce the amount of virus and
their chances of getting sick.
There are no proven treat-
ments for COVID-19, but there
is some evidence that medica-
tions used to treat other infec-
tions might also work against
COVID-19, especially if they
are used in combination. This
three-drug combination has
been shown in experimental
studies to be highly effective
in suppressing viral replication.
Participants will be given the
drug combination or a placebo.
“Medications for outpatients
with COVID-19 that shorten

the duration of the illness, pre-
vent the need for hospitalization
and, perhaps most importantly,
prevent spread of the disease to
others are a critical need that are
currently missing in therapeu-
tics,” said principal investiga-
tor Jeffrey Carson, MD, a Pro-
vost at Rutgers Biomedical and
Health Sciences and a Distin-
guished Professor of Medicine
at Rutgers Robert Wood John-
son Medical School.

The trial will assess the rate of
decline in viral load in 70 peo-
ple over 10 days and compare
the proportion of participants
who are asymptomatic and
symptomatic at 10 days versus
the time of onset; the frequency
of the development of fever and
other symptoms of COVID-19
in those who were asymptomat-
ic at enrollment; the progression
in severity of COVID-19 symp-
toms, including hospitalization
and length of stay, admission
to an intensive care unit and
the number of days in the unit,
and death of any cause; the se-
verity of disease in participants
who develop symptoms of CO-
VID-19; and the side effects of
the therapy compared to a pla-
cebo. It also seeks to determine
whether the baseline viral load
predicts response to therapy and
new COVID-19 infection in
household members.

The trial was designed to al-

low the study participants to
largely participate safely from
home. They will visit the clin-
ic only three times. They will
receive a TriACT Study Kit,
which includes the study medi-
cine, swabbing kits and all other
materials needed to complete
the investigation, within 10
days, and will return to the clin-
ic at days 14 and 28 for a status
check.

“To successfully treat life-
threatening RNA viruses such
as SARS-CoV-2, we believe
that antiviral medicines must
act on multiple, sequential
points in the viral replication
life cycle,“ says Gregory T.
Went, co-founder at Synavir.
“We are pleased to collaborate
with Dr. Carson’s team to inves-
tigate this approach to treatment
of COVID-19 and potentially
help improve outcomes for
newly diagnosed patients.”

The researchers are seeking
referrals from physicians of out-
patients with a SARS-CoV-2
positive test within seven days.
To be eligible, patients must
have been diagnosed within the
previous six days, preferably
within the last two days. For
more information, call 833-874-
2281 (1-833-TRIACT1), email
triact@rwjms.rutgers.edu  or
visit www.triactl.com.

Stop & Shop’s
Christmas & New

Year’s Hours
NEW JERSEY - On Christmas
Eve, New Jersey stores will
close at 6 p.m., but the Phar-
macy will close at 5 p.m. Online
shopping will close at 5 p.m. On
Christmas Day, all stores will
be closed. On New Year’s Eve,
New Jersey stores will close at
9 p.m., but the Pharmacy will
close at 5 p.m. Online shopping
will close at 8 p.m. On New
Year’s Day, stores will follow
regular hours.

L2B> Library

to Business
SOUTH AMBOY — L2B seeks
to connect job seekers, busi-
nesses, and nonprofits of New
Jersey with organizations and
experts who are actively engag-
ing in business and workforce
development webinars. View
the CALENDAR for FREE
webinars and online training.
Click on eRESOURCES for
businesses, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and economic informa-
tion. https://libs2b.com/

For more information con-
tact the Sadie Pope Dowdell
Library: email: comments@
dowdell.org or go to www.
dowdell.org

Foster Adoption
Challenge

MIDDLESEX COUNTY - Ev-
ery child and every young per-
son deserves to have a family
who will love and support them,
forever. The Administration for
Children and Families ALL- IN
Foster Adoption Challenge is a
national effort led by Assistant
Secretary Lynn Johnson with
the goal of finding loving, per-
manent homes for the 122,000
children and youth who are cur-
rently waiting for adoption in
the foster care system.

Partners are needed in every
state, including governors, pub-
lic figures, agencies, courts,
faith-based and community or-
ganizations, businesses, and the
public. Join us and be #ALLIN-
FORWAITINGKIDS! Find out
how YOU can be ALL IN at
https://bit.ly/34Ym4V1

Everyone can do their part to
be ALL IN! Take the next step
toward becoming a forever fam-
ily for a waiting child/youth.
Be a support for foster/adoptive
families in your community.
Become a mentor for a youth
in foster care. Volunteer with a
local agency that supports chil-
dren and youth in foster care.

Free Family
Winter

Wonderland

SOUTH AMBOY- Join us for
some FREE Family holiday
cheer and fun at the South Am-
boy YMCA’s Winter Wonder-
land on Sunday, December 6,
2020 and located at 200 John T.
O’Leary Blvd. from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. We will have an outdoor
Zumba class, vendors, food
trucks, live music, photo booth,
hot cocoa bar and more!

A.C. Bus Trip

San Salvador Seniors

PERTH AMBOY - The San
Salvador Seniors are having
a bus trip to Caesars Casino,
Atlantic City on Thursday, De-
cember 3, 2020. Cost: $30 per
person, $30 back in slot play.
Everyone must bring a mask
to board the bus. Bus leaves
12 Noon. Bus will depart from
behind St. Stephens Church
parking lot on Mechanic Street,
Perth Amboy. For more info
call Joe at 732-826-0819.



Press Release 11/18/20

PERTH AMBOY, NJ — Today,
essential laundry workers em-
ployed by Unitex corporation
began a two-day unfair labor
practices strike at 35 Washing-
ton Street in Perth Amboy, New
Jersey.

Their co-workers in Mount
Vernon, New York, where Uni-
tex operates two facilities, also
walked off the job to honor the
primary picket line, and New
York State Senator Jamaal Bai-
ley joined them in solidarity.

These essential laundry work-
ers clean linens for many hos-
pitals in New Jersey and New
York City operating on the
frontlines of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The workers in Perth Amboy
are striking to protest illegal
threats of termination currently
under investigation by Region
22 of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board.

Their strike comes amid a dra-
matic spike in new COVID-19
cases in both New Jersey and
New York. Unitex’s illegal
threat of firing these unionized
workers appeared aimed at in-
timidating them into accepting
an unreasonable and unfair new
contract.

The company has also refused
to commit to basic protections
against COVID-19, such as
providing employees with two
facemasks daily and maintain-
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As COVID Cases Rise, Essential Laundry Workers in Perth Amboy Strike Over
Employer’s Illegal Threats to Fire Them

During Contract Negotiations, Unitex Corporation Has Threatened to Fire These Unionized Workers if

ir Right to Strike

o—tftebptresenta

ing six feet of social distance
between them. And it has re-
fused to disclose exactly how
many employees of its Perth
Amboy facility have contracted
COVID-19.

During the current pandemic,

these overwhelmingly low-
wage, Latina workers have
cleaned patient bed-linens,

gowns and other linens for hos-
pitals and nursing homes that
were often contaminated with
COVID-19. They are repre-
sented by the Laundry, Distri-
bution, and Food Service Joint
Board (LDFS Union), Workers
United/SEIU.

Unitex is a financially suc-
cessful and growing company
that reported more than $150
million in annual revenue as of
2014.

“Our members have stepped
up during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and faced significant
health risks to keep many New
York City hospitals and nurs-
ing homes safe. They wanted
to avoid a strike, but will not
accept intimidation or illegal
threats from Unitex. That's why
they were outside on the picket
line today protesting unfair la-
bor practices by Unitex,” said
Alberto Arroyo, Co-Manager
of the Laundry, Distribution,
and Food Service Joint Board,
Workers United/SEIU, and a
top union official negotiating on
behalf of the Perth Amboy Uni-
tex employees.

“I have dedicated years of my
life to this job. It’s very hard
work cleaning and processing
gowns, sheets, and other lin-

ens for hospitals and nursing
homes in New Jersey and New
York. But I am proud to help
keep these healthcare facilities
clean and safe every day, espe-
cially during the COVID-19 cri-
sis. My co-workers and I have
helped Unitex become a very
wealthy and successful com-
pany. Unitex forced us to strike
today after they illegally threat-
ened us and tried to intimidate
us into accepting an unfair con-
tract. We are essential workers,
and we deserve better from our
employer,” said Brigida Vidal, a
Unitex employee.

Once the unfair labor prac-
tice strike ends, the workers at
Perth Amboy will continue bar-
gaining for a fair contract with
Unitex.

New York State Senator Ja-

oo Dorre

district where two Unitex shops
are located, expressed strong
support today for the health and
safety proposals the workers
have made.

“The essential industrial laun-
dry workers deserve to be pro-
vided with COVID-19 safety
measures, and proper equip-
ment. It is the duty of corpora-
tions like Unitex to protect their
employees, especially after
they have risked their lives and
their families during the spike
of the pandemic earlier this
year. Especially in light of ris-
ing cases locally in the City of
Mount Vernon, I urge Unitex to
reconsider the proposals made
by their employees and implore
them to enact those proposals,”
said Bailey.
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MCFOODS Distributes 1,500 Turkeys Thanks to Stop & Shop’s Turkey Express
Program’s Donation to Community FoodBank of New Jersey

Thanksgiving Turkeys Go to Two Dozen Partner Agencies in Middlesex County

MIDDLESEX COUNTY - New York Giants players load food for Freeholder Tomaro's pantry, Hands of Hope *Photos Submitted

Press Release 11/19/20
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NIJ
— The Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution  Services (MC-
FOODS) today received a do-
nation of 1,500 Thanksgiving
turkeys which were distributed
to two dozen partner agencies
throughout the County, helping
feed families throughout Mid-
dlesex County this Thanksgiv-
ing. The turkeys were delivered
to MCFOODS’ distribution
center on Kennedy Boulevard
in East Brunswick this morning
by the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey, who received
the turkeys via Stop & Shop’s
Turkey Express program.

“In a year when food inse-
curity has increased sharply
throughout the State and the
rate of food insecurity among
children has nearly doubled in
Middlesex County, we are in-

credibly grateful for this dona-
tion,” said Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios. “Because of
Stop & Shop’s Turkey Express
program, thousands of Middle-
sex County residents can cel-
ebrate one of our country’s most
beloved traditions: a turkey din-
ner on Thanksgiving. On behalf
of the Middlesex County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, I thank
Stop & Shop for their donation,
Community FoodBank of New
Jersey for their coordination
in this effort, and former New
York Giants players Joe Mor-
ris, David Tyree, and Jonathan
Casillas for their assistance in
off-loading these turkeys at the
MCFOODS Distribution Center
this morning.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has
caused a sharp increase in food
insecurity in Middlesex County
and nationwide. Throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic, MC-

FOODS has organized food dis-
tribution events and food col-
lection events, all contact-free
and socially distanced, to com-
bat the severe need in the Coun-
ty. To date, MCFOODS has re-
ceived and distributed over 3.9
million pounds of food in 2020
as compared with 2.2 million
pounds in all of 2019

“Stop & Shop is proud to make
this donation and help so many
Middlesex County residents in
need,” said Stefanie Shuman,
Community Relations Manager
for Stop & Shop. “We’re thank-
ful for partners like Commu-
nity FoodBank of New Jersey
and MCFOODS who share in
and support our commitment to
eradicate hunger in the commu-
nities we serve.”

This holiday season, Stop &
Shop’s Turkey Express program
will deliver more than 21,000
turkeys to hunger relief orga-

nizations in New Jersey, New
York, Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, and Rhode Island. This
decades-old donation campaign
is larger this year as a result of
the increased need due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"More of our New Jersey
neighbors than ever before
may not have access to holiday
meals this year," said Carlos
Rodriguez, President & CEO
of the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey. "I'm grateful to
the Middlesex County Board
of Chosen Freeholders for their
partnership throughout the pan-
demic, Stop & Shop for their
turkey donation and ongoing
support, and former New York
Giants Players Joe Morris, Da-
vid Tyree, and Jonathan Casillas
for their help at this morning's
distribution. Together, we are
ensuring special Thanksgiv-
ing meals for those who need it

most."

Feeding America reports a
dramatic increase in hunger in
New Jersey since the start of the
pandemic in March:

*56% increase in food insecu-
rity throughout New Jersey a
result of COVID-19--an addi-
tional 432,000 residents.

*This rate is higher than the
national average of 46% and
greater than any of New Jersey's
neighboring states.

*The projected food insecu-
rity rate has risen from 8.2% to
12.9%.

*The increase in child hunger
in New Jersey is particularly
startling--the rate has risen 75%
due to COVID-19 (up to 1 in 5
children from 1 in 9).

In Middlesex County, the child
food insecurity rate has nearly
doubled - 18.4% from a pre-
pandemic level of 10.2%.
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World War II - 75 Years Ago

By Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed Guard,
USNR, and all men and women who have answered the country’s call in time of need. Phil can be
contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.

In Austria, the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division is deactivated on November 30, 1945. In Cali-
fornia, the U.S. Naval Drydocks, Roosevelt Base, near Los Angeles, is re-named Terminal Island
Naval Shipyard. The Chinese Communists enter Shantung Province, in the country’s northeast, that
was formerly held by the Japanese.

In Germany, British security troops on December 1 sweep the Ruhr and the Rhineland and arrest 76
German industrialists who aided the Nazi war effort. Allied troops withdraw from Czechoslovakia.
In Philadelphia, 100,000 fans, including President Truman, watch the Army-Navy football game.
Both teams, undefeated, are ranked one and two in the nation. Army beats Navy 32-13 in the contest,
which is televised for the first time.

In Japan, Allied occupation authorities arrest 59 Japanese on December 2 on suspicion of having
committed war crimes. In Albania’s parliamentary elections, the communist-led Democratic Front
wins all 82 seats.

Communist demonstrations in Athens on December 3 presage the Greek Civil War. Meeting in
Cairo, Egypt, the Arab League votes to boycott all products from Jewish Palestine.

The U.S. Senate on December 4 votes 65-7 to allow the U.S. to join the United Nations and to
permit the UN to use American forces to preserve peace and security around the world.

On December 5, a group of five U.S. Navy and Marine Corps Grumman Avenger torpedo bombers,
known as Flight 19, disappears while on a training mission off the coast of Florida over a section
of ocean later dubbed “The Bermuda Triangle.” A U.S. Navy PBM Mariner flying boat, sent out to
search for the missing planes, also disappears. All told, 27 personnel are lost: 14 in the five Avengers
and 13 aboard the rescue plane. Investigators believe the PBM may have exploded in mid-air from
accumulated gasoline vapors in its bilges (a known problem in this type of aircraft). However, there
is no definitive explanation for Flight 19°s disappearance.

In an effort to revitalize the precarious British economy, the U.S. government on December 6
grants a loan of $3.75 billion to the United Kingdom. The Canadian government subsequently also
provides a loan, of $1.25 billion, to the British as well. In Tokyo, Gen. of the Army Douglas MacAr-
thur orders the arrest of former Japanese Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe and eight others as war
criminals. At an inquiry into the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in December 1941, Gen.
of the Army George C. Marshall, former Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, testifies that he did not
anticipate the attack, but that an “alert” defense would have limited the damage done.

In Manila, the Philippines, Gen. Tomoyuki Yamashita on December 7 is found guilty of war crimes
committed by his troops during the Japanese defense of the Philippines and is sentenced to death.
(Afterward, the legitimacy of Yamashita’s conviction is called into question because there was no
proof offered at trial that Yamashita approved of the atrocities or even knew about them. In fact,
many of the atrocities were committed by troops that were not even under Yamashita’s command.
The case is appealed all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, which declines to hear arguments. The
finding against Yamashita — that a commanding officer can be held accountable for crimes commit-
ted by his troops even though he did not order them, did not stand by and allow them, possibly did
not even know about them, and be unable to stop them if he did know of them — has been incorpo-
rated into the so-called Yamashita Standard or Standard of Command Responsibility. This doctrine
of command accountability has been integrated into the Geneva Convention on Warfare, and has
been adopted by the International Criminal Court, established in 2002.) A U.S. patent is granted to
the Raytheon Mfg. Co. for the process of cooking food in an electronic (later called “microwave”
oven.

In Tokyo, Gen. of the Army Douglas MacArthur on December § orders Lt. Gen. Masaharu Homma
and four other Japanese commanders to be put on trial for their roles in the Bataan Death March of
April 1942. On the island of Guam, three U.S. Marines are ambushed and killed by Japanese soldiers
who had fled into the jungle at the island’s capitulation in August 1944. (The last of the Japanese
holdouts on Guam is discovered on January 24, 1972.) The prototype Bell Model 47 helicopter
makes its maiden flight. In 1946, the aircraft type will receive the first commercial helicopter certi-
fication in the U.S. In Buenos Aires, Argentina, armed Perdnistas fire into a rally of their opponents
— the Democratic Union — killing four people and wounding 40.

Gen. George S. Patton’s car collides at low speed with a U.S. Army truck near Mannheim, Germa-
ny, on December 9. While others in the vehicle suffer minor injuries, Patton, a passenger in the back
seat, is thrown forward and hits his head, breaking his neck and injuring his spinal cord. Paralyzed
from the neck down, he is rushed to a hospital in Heidelberg. In the Netherlands East Indies, Indone-
sian nationalists attack a British military truck convoy at Cibadak, about 58 miles south of Batavia.

In the Dutch East Indies, a sortie by the RAF causes major damage to the town of Cibadak. The
raid is in retaliation for the attack on a British Army convoy the previous day. U.S. entrepreneur
Preston Tucker on December 10 announces plans to manufacture the “Torpedo,” an automobile with
a hydraulic drive that will be capable of reaching a speed of 150 miles per hour. (The first “Torpedo”
produced —called the Tucker 48 — debuts in 1948. It can reach speeds of 114 miles per hour, but
only 50 vehicles are made before the company goes out of business.)

On December 11, Beatrice Patton, the wife of Gen. Patton, paralyzed after his automobile accident,
arrives at the hospital in Heidelberg, Germany, where he is being treated. In the U.S., the members
of the United Steelworkers union vote to begin a nationwide strike on January 14. Some 700,000
steelworkers plan to walk off the job to support demands for a wage increase of two dollars per day.

Soviet forces on December 12 establish an Azerbaijan People’s Government in Iranian territory
that they occupy and from which they refuse to withdraw.

Under a tripartite agreement with the Syrian government, the British and French governments on
December 13 agree to evacuate their military forces from that Middle Eastern nation. The evacua-
tion is to be completed by April 15, 1946. Josef Kramer, commandant of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
and Bergen-Belsen concentration camps — and 10 others on his staffs— are hanged at Hamelin,
Germany, for crimes against humanity. In the Netherlands East Indies, British troops burn the town
of Bekasi — 10 miles east of Batavia— in retaliation for the massacre by Indonesians of British and
Indian survivors of an RAF Dakota (Douglas DC-3) transport plane that had crashed nearby three
weeks earlier.

Attn: If Your Club changes its Schedule Due to the Holidays
Or if you have Community Events to Submit Please Give Us

Two Weeks Advanced Notice!
732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610
or email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Middlesex County Surrogate
Kevin J. Hoagland Announces
Retirement Following 28 Years of
Service to County

Press Release 11/25/20
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ —
After 28 years of service, Mid-
dlesex County Surrogate Kevin
J. Hoagland will retire effective
December 1, 2020.

Hoagland was first elected as
Surrogate in 1992, making him
the longest serving surrogate in
Middlesex County history. Dur-
ing his tenure, he established
11 satellite offices that have
served more than 33,000 people
throughout Middlesex County.
Hoagland also extended office
hours to better accommodate
the public and supervised the
digital recording of all probate
records in Middlesex County
dating back to 1790.

“It is with both pride and
gratitude that I announce my
retirement as Surrogate,” says
Hoagland. “I am deeply proud
of all that my colleagues and
I have accomplished over the
course of nearly three decades
and am grateful to the people of
Middlesex County who trusted
me to work on their behalf. As a
lifelong County resident, it has
been a true privilege to serve
my community as Surrogate.”

Hoagland’s long list of ac-
complishments as Surrogate
also includes initiatives de-
signed to better inform people
on legal matters involving wills,
trusts, and estates. He has pub-
lished booklets on these topics
and founded a speaking pro-
gram on wills and estates that
is available to any senior, civic,
or religious group in Middlesex
County.

In 2007, Hoagland established
Middlesex County’s National
Adoption Day. Held each No-
vember, the event promotes and
celebrates adoptions throughout
Middlesex County.

“On behalf of the Middlesex
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, 1 offer our sincerest
congratulations to Surrogate
Hoagland on his retirement
and thank him for this decades-
long service to the residents of
Middlesex County,” says Free-
holder Director Ronald G. Rios.
“The dedication he has had to
his work is unmatched, and the
commitment he makes to the
greater community, including
serving as the founder of Cen-
tral Jersey Spinal Cord Associa-
tion, is an inspiration to us all.”

Extending his community
service beyond his position at
Middlesex County, Hoagland
is the founder and president of
the Central Jersey Spinal Cord
Association. He has served on
the New Jersey Commission
on Spinal Cord Research, and
as Chairman of the Mayor's
Committee for A Barrier Free
New Brunswick and on the

Kevin J. Hoagland
Middlesex County Surrogate

New Brunswick Human Rela-
tions Commission. Hoagland is
a Fourth-Degree Member of the
Knights of Columbus and Past
Grand Knight of New Bruns-
wick Council #257. He is also a
member of B.P.O. Elks #324 in
New Brunswick.

Hoagland was appointed to
the Judiciary-Surrogate Liai-
son Committee by Chief Justice
Deborah Poritz in 2005. He is
a member of the Constitutional
Officers Association of New
Jersey (COANJ) for which he
served as treasurer from 2005
to 2011 and as conference chair-
man from 2005 to 2008. He is
a recipient of the Gil C. Job
Award from COANJ in 2007
for outstanding service to the
organization and the NJAC Ser-
vice Award in 1997.

In 2017, Hoagland was induct-

ed into the New Jersey Hall of
Fame when he received the Un-
sung Hero Award, and in 2014,
he received the Jefferson Award
for Outstanding Public Service.
Additionally, he has been hon-
ored by: the Middlesex County
AFL-CIO with the Hubert H.
Humphrey Award in 1997, the
Middlesex County Chamber of
Commerce with the 2001 Com-
munity Leaders of Distinction,
the Friendly Sons of Saint Pat-
rick of Central Jersey with the
"Irishman of the Year" in 2000,
and the North Brunswick Emer-
ald Society "Man of the Year"
award in 1995.

Prior to being elected Sur-
rogate, Hoagland spent four
years as the Director of Home
Care Services for the Middlesex
County Department of Human
Services and was a Patient Ac-
counts Representative at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital.

Hoagland is the proud father
of Kevin, Jr., a Health & Physi-
cal Education teacher for the
New Brunswick P-Tech High
School and Morgan, a Regis-
tered Nurse at Saint Peter's Uni-
versity Hospital.

Ads Sell! Call Carolyn!

732-896-4446




Review: Some of the Many Versions of
“A Christmas Carol”
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By: Anton Massopust III

One of the greatest Christmas
stories that has ever been writ-
ten is of course, “A Christmas
Carol” by Charles Dickens.
We all know the story about a
miser named Scrooge who is
redeemed by a visit of 4 differ-
ent spirits including his dead
partner, Jacob Marley. The past,
present, and future ghosts lead
him down his path of redemp-
tion.

So right here I will give you
the I'll breakdown of the many
different versions of the story.
You can check them out on
DVD or streaming in your col-
lection. In the end, there is a lit-
tle bit of different takes on this
wonderful story.

First, let's talk about the ani-
mated versions that are really
good. You can't go wrong with
Jim Henson's Muppets, and
this is the musical version won-
derful songs sung by Kermit
the Frog as Bob Cratchit and
Kermit’s nephew Robin plays
Tiny Tim. Miss Piggy is Mrs.
Cratchit, his wife add course the
great Michael Caine portrays
Scrooge. The inspiration is one
of the Henson’s last movies Jim
Henson which he worked on
with his son, Brian Henson. It’s
a fun romp with excellent mu-
sic.

Next, the Great Jim Backus
plays Scrooge in the classic
animated movie Mr. Magoo's
Christmas Carol, which was
originally done as a television
special. We see the bungling
Mr. Magoo's part, but most of
it is played straight. The spe-
cial has wonderful voice actors
from countless other animated
TV shows and broadway cali-
ber songs such as “When Win-
ter Was Warm” and “A Hand
for Each Hand” and “We’re No
Good”.

Mickey Mouse’s Christmas
Carol features the first on screen
appearance of Scrooge McDuck
(Alan Young). We also get many

g

other Disney characters includ-
ing Donald Duck and Jiminy
Cricket, Willie the Giant, and
Pete and the three ghosts in-
cluding Goofy as Jacob Marley.

For live-action versions,
Alastair Sim portrays Scrooge
in the 1951 British Version
of “A Christmas Carol”. This
classic version is something
to see. You really get the sense
that Sim’s Scrooge is truly re-
deemed.

George C. Scott plays Scrooge
in the Hallmark Hall of Fame
version (1984) shot exclusively
in England with an all British
cast. It’s an Emmy Award Win-
ner, and probably one of the
scarier versions of the story. It’s
has a good production value and
well done, and very close to the
novel.

Patrick Stewart who did it
as a one-man show on Broad-
way stared in a full TNT ver-
sion (1999) which is very good.
There’s a great performance by
Stewart.

Albert Finney stars in a mu-
sical version (1970) originally
from the play, “The Stingiest
Man in Town,” with huge musi-
cal numbers.

How did Charles Dickens
come up with such a wonderful
story? In the Man Who Invent-
ed Christmas,” we learn how
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Dickens came up with a story
when he thought he had writer’s
block and he would never write
again. Throughout this movie,
we also find out about where
many Christmas traditions
come from.

Lastly, we will talk about a
different “A Christmas Carol”
with Bill Murray who plays a
greedy TV executive forcing his
employees to work on Christ-
mas Eve when he is haunted by
4 very different spirits in this
dark and funny version.

Don’t forget the Doctor Who
Matt Smith take on the classic.
While trying to convince a man
turn off the force-field, a space
cruiseliner is about to crash
into the forcefield. Companions
Rory and Amy try to help the
crew on the ship while the Doc-
tor goes and uses is TARDIS
and goes to the man's past pres-
ent and future in order to change
his fate and save the ship.

There are many ways to tell a
story and that was one of them.
So, whichever version you love,
whether it be animated or live
action, there are many ways to
tell a wonderful story. As Eb-
enezer Scrooge said, “Heaven
and the Christmas time be
praised and a Happy New Year
to the World!”
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Perth Amboy’s Cathedral
International Celebrates 37 Years
of its First Family, Bishop Don-

ald and Pastor Phyllis Hilliard

Bishop T.D. Jakes and Gospel Singer
Donnie McClurkin to Headline Hilliard’s
25™ Episcopal Anniversary Celebration

Press Release 11/17/20
PERTH AMBOY - This week-
end marks 37 years that Bish-
op Donald and Pastor Phyllis
Hilliard have served Cathedral
International — The Historic
Second Baptist Church in Perth
Amboy. Even more to celebrate,
it is also the 25th episcopal an-
niversary of Bishop Donald
Hilliard being consecrated in
the Lord’s Church as a bishop.
This weekend, November 20-
22, the Cathedral International
family will celebrate with vir-
tual events for all including an
opening celebration featuring
renowned guest speaker Bishop
T.D. Jakes and a performance
by Grammy Award-winning
gospel singer Pastor Don-
nie McClurkin. Bishop Jakes
preached at Hilliard’s Episcopal
Consecration 25 years ago.

Since 1983, under the dynam-
ic leadership of Hilliard, Ca-
thedral International has expe-
rienced unprecedented growth,
expanding to three locations:
Perth Amboy, Asbury Park and
Plainfield. Other accomplish-
ments of Cathedral Interna-
tional under Bishop Hilliard’s
leadership include the establish-
ment of a fully licensed, state-
certified grades K4 through 6
learning center; the Cathedral
Community Development Cor-
poration, designed to economi-
cally empower the church and
its community; and, the acqui-
sition and renovation of addi-
tional properties, including the
Cathedral Family Life Center,
Cathedral Cafe, Timothy House
and the Donald Hilliard, Jr.
Community Affairs Complex.

“I thank God for guiding me

and giving me the vision, tools
and community to lead Cathe-
dral for these last 37 years,”
Bishop Hilliard stated. “I would
have never imagined we would
have grown to the church we
are today but I am so thankful
for a supportive congregation,

spiritual growth, educational
excellence and community de-
velopment.”

To kick off the momentous
celebration weekend, on Fri-
day, November 20, Hilliard is
hosting a Sons and Daughters
roundtable discussion and an
evening of worship featuring
Bishop T.D. Jakes and Pastor
Donnie McClurkin. As Hill-
iard has a laser focus on the
next generation of ministry and
mentorship, a feature event of
the weekend, 40 Leading Faith-
fully Under 40, will bring to-
gether young leaders, pastors,
entrepreneurs and influencers
under the age of 40 for dialogue
about life, leadership and lega-
cy. To conclude the celebratory
virtual events, Cathedral will
host Sunday worship online.

“It’s been in my heart for a
while to host a 40 under 40
discussion for young leaders,”
Hilliard said. “I want to pour
into these young lives and dis-
cuss ways to take your life and
ministry to the next level. I
pray that these young leaders
will leave equipped to do the
unimaginable and unthinkable
with their innovation and influ-
ence.”

For more information and to
register for these free events,
please visit donaldhilliardjr.org
or catherdralinternational.org,
or call (732) 826-5293.

Leading Political Environmental
Organization Celebrates Senate
Passage of Clean Energy Equity Act

Press Release 11/18/20
TRENTON — The following
is a statement from Lee Clark,
Environmental Justice Policy
Manager, New Jersey League of
Conservation Voters, supporting
Senate passage of legislation
that would establish an Office of
Clean Energy Equity within the
Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
and drive investments in clean
energy and energy efficiency in
low and moderate-income com-
munities.

“We applaud the Senate for
their passage of this needed leg-
islation (S-2484) to make sure
everyone, not only the privi-
leged few, have access to clean

energy and the good local jobs
that will be created from this
effort,” said Lee Clark, Envi-
ronmental Justice Policy Man-
ager, New Jersey LCV. “Over-
burdened communities of color
in New Jersey bear the brunt of
pollution and are often left out
of workforce development pro-
grams that train New Jerseyans
for the new economy. Post-CO-
VID, we must build a more sus-
tainable and fairer New Jersey.
We thank our partners at Vote
Solar for their tireless advocacy,
and urge quick passage by the
Assembly and Governor Mur-
phy’s signature for it to become
law.”
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Dowdell Library Events

SOUTH AMBOY - The Holidays are here, and the Dowdell Li-
brary is busy decking the halls and being jolly! Join us for a Holi-
day Celebration on Thursday, December 17, at 630 pm. Colle-
gium Musicum presents the Veritas Youth Orchestra- under the
direction of Dr. Mira Kang, Artistic Director (via Zoom). The
Zoom performance will be streaming live in the library. Patrons
can watch the performance and enjoy a cup of Hot Cocoa to go!
You may also view the performance from the comfort of your
own home. Zoom login information will be available soon on the
Dowdell Website!

Holiday Ornament Fundraiser! Stop-in anytime to help us deco-
rate the holiday tree and raise money! We wanted to do some-
thing fun and different this year for our holiday fundraiser. We
will have wooden ornaments to be personalized and hung on the
tree. Donations are only $1.00 per ornament.

If you need help carrying all your library books home (or even
those holiday packages), you can buy a Dowdell Library Tote
bag! Tote bags will feature the library logo and will go on sale
shortly!

If you find yourself stressed out after all the holiday planning,
decorating, or shopping, we recommend you check out the free
virtual Health Programs offered through the Robert Wood John-
son University Hospital and RWJBarnabas Health. Three courses
will be available in December. Nadine Roberts, a stress manage-
ment practitioner, will offer A Virtual Guided Imagery Relaxation
Session on December 8 and 22. Stretch It, a Stretching and Flex-
ibility Workshop guided by RWIJ Outpatient Physical Therapy
Specialist John Lancaster, will be available on December 3 and
17. Keeping You Healthy: Finding the Best Nutrients for Your
Body with Annie Truss, MD, will be hosted on December 15. All
classes start at 1:00 pm, and you must be pre-registered. For more
information or to pre-register, please email susan.capolongo@
rwjbh.org or kathleen.johnson@rwjbh.org. Additional informa-
tion will be available at Dowdell.org and in our December News-
letter.

Test Kitchen is back with an all-new video in December! Den-
nis and Maryanne are cooking up a holiday special! Learn how to
make simple yet delicious appetizers for your next holiday feast!

New Virtual Exhibition. Maryanne will be interviewing painter
Dennis Yanoski in a new YouTube Virtual Exhibition video. Mr.
Yanoski will showcase his oil paintings as well provide a brief
demonstration on his techniques. The video will debut in Decem-
ber on our YouTube channel.

The Dowdell Library will feature a new Celebrity Storytime
in December with special guest Councilwoman Christine Noble.
Councilwoman Noble will read a Holiday story that is guaranteed
to put a smile on anyone's face. Ms. Maryanne will also share a
holiday book this month in a new Storytime YouTube video.

It doesn't matter if you've been naughty or nice, swing by the
Dowdell Library, and pick up a free Take-home Holiday Craft
Kit. Stop in from December 7-18 to pick up a goodie bag to create
your own gingerbread man ornament!

Teen 3D Printer Contest. Tinkercad is a free, online 3D model-
ing program where you can create objects that can be 3D printed
at the Dowdell Library. Watch and learn while Ms. Laura explains
how to use Tinkercad and print her creation in the latest install-
ment of Sadie's Studio. Then, use all your new knowledge and
create your very own 3D model using Tinkercad at home or on
one of the library’s computers. Please submit your name and a
picture of your 3D item to comments@dowdell.org to enter our
drawing! The winner will be chosen at the end of December.

Want to be “in the know?” Sign up for the monthly newsletter
at dowdell.org
Comments, queries, compliments? Please visit www.dowdell.org,
or contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.
org. The library is located off John O’Leary Blvd, adjacent to
South Amboy Middle High School.

The Dowdell Library is still operating on a modified schedule,
as well as providing staff-assisted services. These changes have
helped us ensure the safety of our patrons and staff. Walk-in ser-
vice is available Monday-Friday 12-5 p.m. and Thursday 12-5
p.m. and 6-8 p.m. We offer a Grab-and-Go Curbside service Mon-
day morning from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

SOUTH AMBOY - Come in from the cold when you're finished
shopping and share some holiday cheer! Join the Dowdell Library
for a holiday celebration on Thursday, December 17 at 6:30 pm.
Enjoy a virtual zoom concert presented by Collegium Musicum
featuring the Veritas Youth Orchestra- under the direction of Dr.
Mira Kang, Artistic Director (via Zoom). The Zoom performance
will be streaming live in the library. While you're here, make a
donation and decorate a holiday ornament to hang on the tree or
purchase a new Dowdell Library tote bag! Don’t forget to let us
know what services you’d like at Dowdell in 2021! Before you
head out, make sure to pick up a free gingerbread ornament take-
home craft and grab a cup of Hot Cocoa to go! Staff will serve hot
drinks in disposable cups and use social distancing.

Comments, queries, compliments? Please visit www.dowdell.
org, or contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. The library is located off John O’Leary Blvd, ad-
jacent to South Amboy Middle High School. Walk-in service is
available Monday-Friday 12-5 pm and Thursday 12-5 pm and 6-8
pm. We offer a Grab-and-Go Curbside service Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Holiday Cheer at the Dowdell Library

Toy Drive

Press Release 11/28/20
SAYREVILLE, NJ - The
Sayreville Republican Munici-
pal Committee will be present-
ing a check and new unwrapped
toys to the Sayreville Recre-
ation Departments Annual Toy
Drive to support local families
during the Holiday Period.

Chair Art Rittenhouse and
Councilwoman Donna Roberts
along with other members of
the Republican Party will be
present at the Sayreville Rec-
reation Department 167 Main
Street, Sayreville, NJ at the
Mickey Sedlak Recreation Cen-
ter on Monday November 30,
2020 at 11:30 a.m.

The Sayreville GOP recogniz-
es the needs of families during
this difficult time of year. Espe-
cially 2020 with the Pandemic
and people out of work. The
Sayreville Recreation Depart-
ment will be collecting new un-
wrapped toys until December 4,
2020. If you have any questions
call Jeff Schnitzer at 732-390-
7096.

Friends of the
Perth Amboy

Library
Book Sale

PERTH AMBOY - The Friends
of the Perth Amboy Free Public
Library are once again having
a book sale on Saturday De-
cember 12% from 1 p.m. until
3 p.m. at the Brighton Avenue
Community Center at the cor-
ner of Brighton Avenue and
Sadowski Parkway in Perth
Amboy. We are delighted to be
back after being sidelined by the
pandemic for 7 months. I know
many people have been starving
for reading material for these
long months we were at home.
We will be wearing masks and
providing hand sanitizer and
bags if needed. We also insist
that anyone coming to peruse
our collection also wear a mask
as mandated by the State of NJ.
Paperbacks are $.50, hardcovers
are $1, $5 for a bag full, no limit
to size of bag except no lawn or
garbage bags. We have best sell-
ers by popular authors that are
like new. The money we raise
goes to support the library with
providing programs, promoting
literacy or to provide funds to
the library with their needs be-
yond their budget. We look for-
ward to your visit.

For more information email
us at friendsofperthamboyli-
brary@gmail.com, or call us
at 201-381-1903 and like us
on Facebook. Dealers are wel-
come.

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado
Specializing In
e Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959
Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Photos by the Bay

Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens
Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots
Photo Restoration/Digitization/Graphic Design

732-293-1090

All your Photography
Needs Under One Roof

Photography Done Right!

North Brunswick Joins
MCIA Recycling Program,
Shared Service Saves
Tax Dollars

Press Release 11/16/20
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ —
North Brunswick Township has
recently become the 17th mu-
nicipality to join the Middlesex
County Improvement Author-
ity’s (MCIA) curbside recycling
program. Confronted with a
challenging and complex recy-
cling marketplace, the town-
ship was facing recycling costs
potentially doubling or more as
has happened in many munici-
palities around the state.
“Recycling is our environmen-
tal and social responsibility to
ensure that we are safeguarding
our future on this planet,” said
Freeholder Director, Ronald G.
Rios. “Scaling our current recy-
cling program provides not only
the most seamless process but
also crucial tax savings for our
residents while helping to be-
come a more sustainable Coun-
ty — this is a win on all fronts.”
North Brunswick Town-
ship, Mayor Francis Womack
expressed his gratitude to the
County stating, “shared services
are vital to municipalities as we

try to deliver quality services
while protecting our taxpayers.
North Brunswick is thankful
to have the opportunity to join
with the Middlesex County Im-
provement Authority in its effi-
cient and cost-effective curbside
recycling program.”

Middlesex County is consis-
tently rated the best for recy-
cling in the State of New Jer-
sey largely due to the MCIA’s
shared recycling program. On-
going education and awareness
campaigns have been the driv-
er for the program’s success.
Clearly identifying items that
can and cannot be recycled has
enabled the MCIA to receive
the benefit of a stable and lower
cost of disposal, which many
municipalities cannot obtain on
their own.

“During this uncertain recy-
cling market, we are proud to
offer our towns fiscal stabil-
ity while making sure residents
continue to recycle wisely,”
stated MCIA Executive Direc-
tor, H. James Polos.

SkillUp Middlesex

MIDDLESEX COUNTY — County offering over 4,500 Courses
Through Free Online Learning Platform. Enhance skills and obtain
industry recognized credentials by taking online courses developed
by Skillsoft, a training provider used by Fortune-500 companies.
Transportation/Logistics, Business Etiquette, QuickBooks, Project
Management/Microsoft Office, Adobe, Accounting, Human Re-
sources, Six Sigma, Informational Technology, Sales/Marketing,
Custom Service, + 100’s More!

Explore Career Pathways, Browse the Catalog, Find a Job! Bonus:
Visit the Industry Certification page to choose from 130+ Certifica-
tions (Exam Fee May Apply)

Register Today at www.middlesexcountynj.gov
* Free of Charge
* Manage your own online training
* Flexible, self-paced learning of essential workplace skills
* Courses to train for industry-recognized certifications
* Pass courses with 80% or higher to earn a completion certification
* Download and print your completion certificates
¢ Certifications for your resume that provide new interview talking
points
* Professional development




YOUR NEW
MEDICAL TEAM

IS ON THE WAY.

AND WE’LL BE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

You've been waiting for a doctors office that doesn’'t make you wait, for truly
professional medical professionals, for medical care that actually cares. At
American Family Care (AFC), our skilled, licensed medical professionals
ensure you'll receive the highest quality medical care quickly, early or late,
seven days a week.

COMING SOON!
1107 Convery Blvd.
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
732.896.9962

AFCUrgentCarePerthAmboy.com
Open Daily: M-F: 8am to 8pm, S-S: 8am to 5pm

& N 4 %

URGENT/ACUTE X-RAY SERVICES LAB SERVICES COVID-19 VACCINATIONS & OCCUPATIONAL
MEDICAL CARE ON-SITE ON-SITE RAPID TESTING PHYSICALS MEDICINE

S

american family care’

URGENT CARE

MOST INSURANCE
PLANS ACCEPTED

Puerto Rican Flag Raising, City Hall Circle, Perth Amboy 12/2/20 *Photos by Paul W. Wang
i : 5 = ; £ r 3
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JETTER-ROOTER SERVICES
732-487-0256

Sewer & Drain Cleaning
SEWER CAMERA INSPECTION

WE ACCEPT ALL
COMPETITORS 99 *Sales tax
coumns’ not included

W/ACCESSIBLE CLEANOUT

HIGH PRESSURE WATER JETTING

www. jetter-rooter.com

WE ARE #1 IN THE #2 BUSINESS

- -
Car Raffle

PERTH AMBOY - Sponsored by Saint John Paul II Parish.
$20.00 Ticket - 1* Prize — 2020 Honda Civic; 2™ Prize — 70”
Smart TV, donated by Zevallos/Skrocki, Home for Funerals; 3
Prize — $500 Gift Card, donated by United Poles Federal Credit
Union; 4" Prize — 15.6” Laptop, donated by First Guard FG &
Julio’s Auto Repair; 5% Prize — Michael Kors Bag, donated by
Assemblywoman Yvonne Lopez; 6 Prize — iPad 10.2” 32GB,
donated by Rosemary Oarsley; 7" Prize — $300 Restaurant Gift
Certificate, donated by Dom Polski LLC; 8" Prize — Dual Fuel
Combination Charcoal/Gas Grill, donated by B&L Polish Deli
& Meat; 9" Prize — Men & Women’s Bike, donated by Alex
& Geri Barcheski; 10" Prize — Microwave Oven, donated by
Quisqueya Restaurant; Saturday, December 26%, 2020 @ 3:00
p-m. at St. Stephen’s Auditorium; 500 State Street, Perth Am-
boy, NJ; (732) 826-1395 - www.johnpaulsecond.com

No substitution of the offered prize may be made, and no cash
will be given in lieu of the prize.
No one under the age of 18 is permitted to participate. Winner
need not be present. Winner is responsible for all Federal and
State tax. ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT SAINT JOHN PAUL II

PARISH - I.D No 387-1-39661 - RL-4254.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Tell Our Advertisers
YOU SAWIT IN

Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

New Plans for the Service Direc-
tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-
ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-
ing, Home Health Aides, Landscap-
ing, Smow Removal, Dry Cleaning,
Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-
vices, Hair Stylists, Photography,
Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-
puter Repair etc.

Call For the Plan Which Will Best
Suit Your Needs.

732-896-4446

cuarDIAN

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50
5 Weeks for .... $30

Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!
Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 « PERTH AMBOY ° NJ 08862

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or
They will not be Published

For Sale:
Dining Room Set
Dining Room Table - 6
Chairs - Fabric Seats -
Asking $300 - 732-599-

2329

For Sale

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar.
Good for young child -
$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric Heater
Radiator. Was $65 Now
$20 New Never Used. 732-

For Sale

Lawn Mower - Sears -
Self Propelled Mulcher
- no bag 6.75 HP - $45
732-727-5056

Lionel Electric Train
Transformer KW 190

CUARDIAN

How to Publish a Novena

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian,
you may use this coupon.

Electric Husky P \ o D
Washer 1750psi - Good |40 Watts. Excellent Condi- s Pt ow e Cost $10. A Petition to
.. P tion $65 - 732-727-8417 St Joseph .
Condition $75 - 732-277- Solid Oak Coffee Table * p Pre-payment reqllll‘ed. St. Jllde
4635 $75; Oak End Table $50 | Da -
’ ybed  with pullout Dear St. Joseph, head of the
732-570-9732 sleeps  two.  Excellent - May the sacred Heart of

Umbrella - Patio, needs
cord and iron stand. $30 -
732-283-0975

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner
Mint Condition $45 - 732-
290-1551

Infrared Quartz Heater w/
remote - $25 - Weslo Ex-
ercise Bike $25 - 732-583-
2305

condition. - $75 - 732-
738-4283

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-
reo System - Dog Bed $65
ea. 732-293-0151

Bedroom set - twin bed,
dresser with mirror, chest,
mattress and spring.
$75 732-618-6985

Powerlift for motorcycle
$75 - must pick up. Please
call 732-738-7074

1 Large Christmas Tree
$25; 1 Small $15; Lounge
Chair $15 - 732-297-4457

Safe Combination 21" High
13 1/2" wide on wheels $75
732-634-1851

Dining Hutch - Wood
- Good Condition $50
- Self Pick-up 732-826-
6324

Older New Toy Trucks Su-
noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess
$20 Each or B.O. - 732-
316-5092

Misses Woman's Coat - Im-
itation Fur - Like New $75
732-634-3589

Free Firewood. Must pick
up and cart away. 732-
826-8024

Pancake Air Compressor 3
Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-
1551 -10 am. - 3 p.m.

Gold Carnival Glass Col-
lector Plate (5™ Day of
Christmas) $25 732-673-
6305

LP's Cassettes, CD's
DVD's $1.00 each; Radio,
CD $20 - 732-887-2235

Advertising Fence Enclo-
sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft.
$25 - 732-442-1093

Car Battery 75 Series under
1 year old. $50 - 732-442-
6057

Portable Sears Sewing Ma-
chine - Used Twice $25;
Epson Printer with new ink
(never used) - $40 — 732-
679-0086

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-
sonic LX Sport Twelve
Speed. Light Blue. $75 or
B.0. 908-501-3993

Sayreville Bombers 14 KT
Charm - $75 in Box; can
add Specialty Sport Charm,
etc. - 732-525-2405

Custom Jewelry $5-$10;
Sled $25; Sports Memora-
bilia $10; Dream Catcher
Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

Sissy Bar and Pad for
Harley Sportster - Great
Condition $65 - 908-590-
8885

Movano Watch SS Museum
Style Mint Condition $75
Firm. 732-540-5351

Gold Chandelier - Six
Lights - Excellent Condi-
tion - $30 - 732-721-7186

Power Lift $75. Wing
Chairs, Sofa, End Tables,
Lamps, Microwave $10-
$50 - 908-803-9623

most perfect household, foster
father of Jesus and guardian
of His mother Mary, I confi-
dently place myself and all my
concerns under your care and
protection. I ask that, through
your powerful intercession
with God, you obtain for me all
the help and graces that I need
for my spiritual and temporal
welfare and in particular, the
special favor I now ask there
mention or think of your home
sale or any other petition, es-
pecially family needs. Good
St. Joseph, I know with confi-
dence, that your prayers on my
behalf will be heard by God
and that He will grant my re-
quest, if it be for His glory and
my greater good. Thank you St.
Joseph, for having responded to
my call. Amen. G.TA.

Prayer To St. Clare

Name

Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved

Address

throughout the world, now
and forever. Sacred Heart

Phone ( )

of Jesus, have mercy on us.
St. Jude, worker of Miracles,

Initials at end of prayer

Please circle one prayer, and return
form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

pray for us. St. Jude, helper
of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a
day for nine days. It has nev-
er been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you, St. Jude
EM.J.

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

For Employment

Prayer To St. Jude

Tires - Firestone M&S
LT275170R 18 Two S$10
Each 732-727-1772

Children's Sports Lamp
w/shade. Really cute, BB,
FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-
670-4908

Prayer To Blessed Mother Prayer To Holy Spirit

Prayer To Blessed Virgin Thanksgiving Novena

St. Jude Novena

Pray The Rosary

Novena To St. Anthony
Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Classified Ads

Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Classiﬁed AdS WOl’k! Your Ad Can Go Here for Newspapers Newsletters
Website Design
! FREE CLASSIFIEDAD | $20 Website Updates
| | Call the communications experts at
FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER oA V-VeekR » AT
I Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-1 ee lnimum Kequire 732.548-7088
hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am- Call 732-896-4446 -d_i crond
boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell Wywenecislrends. oy

] those items. Merchandise must be used and not new items |

for sale items. Please send one ad per family per week. Dry Cleaning
KIMBER Ancient Order
I i DRY CLEANING of Hibernians
| | 271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ
73 2-72 1 -1 9 1 5 Hall Accommodates 100 Guests
| i * All Work Done On Premises Great for: Birthdays, Retirement,
* Same Day Cleaning Christenings, Communion Parties,
[ Tel: i » Expert Tailoring Baby or Wedding Showers
| | & Alterations $400 Plus Refundable Deposit
I.Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 106 S. Broadway, South Amboy Call: 732-721-2098
21. Furry sea 48, -l.:l}al:r 9, Fawn's
marmmal 44, Operation mother Mota Import rt LLC
23. Serving reminder 10, Gore and An”:JIpMotmrez
receptacle 52. Faol Jolson ng _
24. Mr. King {around) 11. Bathroom President 5. ggg NiTI-MOTA
ACROSS Cale 53. Fenee bar rug : Toll ﬁeesss-ﬁﬁfGﬁSZ
1. Atlas 7. Very enthu- 54 City vehicle 20, Ago after 7 www.motacargoexpress.com (%l‘m‘f“gglg '
I EIJ'LEEL?TE siastic 54, Mate of ’ b www.mticargoex .C '2317:3?;3241‘;23;2“
4. Elongated 23. Newport, 8-Arross 22, Final R Fay. aeyE0e 9510
A — Island 56. Nothing but ; _
circle 31. TV do 57. Daisy stalk 9. Expire 380 Market St. Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861
8. Genesis . Uk s 2 24 Word with [e-mail:mofaimport@yahoo.com | mtimport@yahoo.com |
34. Got misty- 58, Famly «
19 ﬂaﬂm eyed room “neither”
of % ws. (copy) DOWN citrus drink —————
13. Harsh 36. Typical 1. Poles on 26. TV's Your Ad Can
sentence freshman schooners Koppel Go Here for
14. Soda- 37, Uppermost 2. Without 98 Call on AVOid FOl'eClOSlll'e'
machine point any 30, Singer $12 )
ssibility 35, “E!“i*i“ § Eeay Williams Call me now
15. Sigmal for wrinkles Fettuceing gy « .
h:ﬁ:: From or ziti 8 Fromr P a week if you need to sell fast!
16. Be bald 40, B'.: awareof 4 LI_.RE Father dogs lie® 5 Week Tim: 917_747-0304
18, Blasting gassip 5. By means 23 W )
compound:  45. Rhyming of - e Required
abbr, heavy- 6. Scared swallow
“MFA" champ 8. Plays a role Command- -,
ments Your Ad Can
T E P P F P ] a6 Male feline Go Here for Your Ad Can Go
39, Takes five
. 7 41, Not $12 Here for
15 16 wearing
= any clothes a Week $20 a Week
i 42. Pimento- 5 Week 5 Week Minimum Required
b = © filled food ree
43. Become Minimum Call 732-896-4446
T |28 I T broader Required
44. In a
way TN |
46. Old hand Your Ad Can
47. Was a Go Here for Your Ad Can Go
CEROGES.
country $12 Here for
eompetitor
48, Petroleum a WeEk $20 a Week
= Efﬂt!tgi 5 Week 5 Week Minimum Required
. Lumber- . .
jack's tool Minimum Call 732-896-4446
51. Cup edge *Re uired




On Medicare?

Here’s how you could lower your

18. The Amboy Guardian *December 2, 2020

healthcare costs for 2021...

WOSPITAL  (PART

MEDICAL

(PART B

Coverage Starts/Co
A) 01-01-2029
01-01-2029

bertury empieza

Compare the Clover Health Choice PPO Medicare Advantage plan to popular plans in your
area. See how much you could save by switching to Clover Health!

Plan

Counties

Monthly premium

Primary care visits

Specialist visits

Part D deductible

Prescription costs
(30-day supply,
preferred pharmacy)

in-network
out-of-network

in-network
out-of-network

Comprehensive dental allowance

Over-the-counter items

Diabetes monitoring
supplies

Physical/speech
therapy

in-network
out-of-network

in-network
out-of-network

Clover Health
Choice (PPO)

Burlington, Camden,
Cumberland, Gloucester,
Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Ocean, Salem

$0

$0 copay
$0 copay

$20 copay
$20 copay

$0

Tier 1: $2, Tier 2: $10,
Tier 3: $40, Tier 4: $95,
Tier 5: 33%

$1,000 per year

$75 every quarter,
$300 per year

$0 copay

$0 copay

$20 copay
$50 copay

aetna
Medicare Explorer
Premier Plus (PPO)

Burlington, Camden,
Cumberland, Gloucester,
Hunterdon, Ocean, Salem

$36

$5 copay

30% coinsurance after
deductible

$40 copay

30% coinsurance after
deductible

S200 Tiers 3-5
Tier 1: S0, Tier 2: $10,

Tier 3: $47, Tier 4: $100,
Tier 5: 29%

Not covered

Not covered

0%-20% coinsurance
0%-20% coinsurance after
plan deductible

S40 copay

30% coinsurance after
deductible

AARP

Medicare Advantage
Choice (PPO)

Burlington, Camden,
Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Ocean

$0

S0 copay
SO copay

$40 copay
S40 copay

$240 Tiers 3-5

Tier 1: SO, Tier 2: $12,
Tier 3: $45, Tier 4: $95,
Tier 5: 28%

$500 per year

Not covered

SO copay
40% coinsurance

S$40 copay
$40 copay

With the Clover Health Choice PPO Medicare Advantage plan you could lower your out-of-pocket
costs, pay less for prescription drugs, and save on dental, over-the-counter items, and more.

Call Clover Health toll free today.
1-855-636-6099 TTY 711

8 am-8 pm local time, 7 days a week*
Or visit cloverhealth.com/jersey5

Remember, the enroliment period ends December 7th.

Clover Health

*From April 1st through September 30th,
alternative technologies (for example,
voicemail) will be used on the weekends and
holidays. Clover Health is a Preferred Provider
Organization (PPO) and a Health Maintenance
Organization (HMO) with a Medicare contract.
Enroliment in Clover Health depends on contract
renewal. Clover Health Choice (PPO) benefits
plan H5141-032. Aetna Medicare Explorer
Premier Plus (PPO) H5521-278. AARP Medicare
Advantage Choice (PPO) H8768-022.

YO0129_20EX058F2_M




Novena to St. Rita

Miraculous Invocation
to St. Therese

O holy protectress of those who
art in greatest need, thou who
shineth as a star of hope in the
midst of darkness, blessed Saint
Rita, bright mirror of God's
grace, in patience and fortitude
thou art a model of all the states
in life. I unite my will with the
will of God through the merits
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and
in particular through his patient
wearing of the crown of thorns,
which with tender devotion
thou didst daily contemplate.
Through the merits of the holy
Virgin Mary and thine own
graces and virtues, I ask thee to
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and
advocate, so that I may obtain
the pardon of all my sins and
the grace to persevere daily, as
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity
down the path of life. (Mention
your request.)

Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us.

Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us.

Recite the Our Father, Hail
Mary, and Glory Be three times
each. KM. & C.M.

O Glorious St. Therese, whom
Almighty God has raised up to
aid and inspire the human fam-
ily. I implore your Miraculous
Intercession. You are so power-
ful in obtaining every need of
body and spirit from the Heart
of God. Holy Mother Church
proclaims you “Prodigy of Mir-
acles . . . the Greatest Saint of
Modern Times.” Now I fervent-
ly beseech you to answer my
petition (mention here) to carry
out your promises of spending
Heaven doing good upon earth .
. . of letting fall from Heaven a
Shower of Roses. Little Flower,
give me your childlike faith,
to see the Face of God in the
people and experiences of my
life, and to love God with full
confidence. Saint Therese, my
Carmelite Sister, I will fulfill
your plea “to be made known
everywhere” and I will continue
to lead others to Jesus through
you. Amen.

“I will let fall from Heaven

. a Shower of Roses” — St.
Therese

Say this prayer for nine con-
secutive days. After the ninth
day your prayer request will
be granted. This prayer must
be published after the favor is
granted. KM. & C.M.

Remember to
Say Your Novenas!

Answers
From Puzzle
On Page 17

PERTH AMBOY — Music class circa 1950's.
*Photo Courtesy of the Perth Amboy Free Public Library
This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission
to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Blood Drive

SOUTH AMBOY/SAYRE-
VILLE - South Amboy Sayre-
ville Rotary Club, South Am-
boy Senior Center — Hall, 108 S.
Stevens Avenue, South Amboy
on Monday, January 11, 2021
from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Please call 1-800-RED

CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter: Rotary Club 5664 to
schedule an appointment.

Streamline your donation ex-
perience and save up to 15 min-
utes by visiting RedCrossBlood.
org/RapidPass to complete your
pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of
your appointment.

Give something that means
something!

Clothing Bin
Now Open

SAYREVILLE - The Clothing
Recycling Bin located at First
Presbyterian Church of Sayre-
ville, 172 Main Street, across
from Borough Hall has been
reopened for donations. With
ART, the recycling company,
one may donate in 3 ways:

1.) Usable clothing is donated
directly to the needy.

2.) High-quality clothing is
given to organizations that sell
to those who cannot afford new
clothing.

3.) Unusable clothing is washed
and sold for industrial use and
leftovers are used in the auto in-
dustry as seat stuffing for large
trucks. They also help charities,
schools, police departments,
fire departments and non-profit
organizations.

If you have clothes, shoes or
other fabrics please consider
using our recycling bin. Thank
You.

December 2, 2020 * The Amboy Guardian .19

Pets of the Week

PERTH AMBOY - The day
Santana was rescued from
Sherman Street in Perth Am-
boy he had a terrible upper
respiratory infection, and I
knew he had to be trapped or
he would've died. After recov-
ering and getting fixed I found
him a home, but he got sick
from toxicity. Now he's all bet-
ter after a major scare and he's
waiting for someone to give
him a chance to have a forever
home with someone that will
be patient in allowing him to
learn to trust. He's a sweet, shy

boy. If you want to adopt Santana fill out the adoption application
at Allforthepaws.org or email Vmoralespps@yahoo.com Santana is
fixed, vaccinated, dewormed, deflead, tested for FIV and leukemia,
had his nails trimmed and ears cleaned. Donation fee applies. Upon
approved application we transport to your home.

Have a Special Pet?

E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@
gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject
line and explain why your pet is special. Please
include Name and Phone# for verification.

l -

Robe

Like clothes always the wrong size,
Now too small, now too large,

The ill-fitting present I cast aside
And the future, the gamble of clowns,
I firmly decline like gaudy circus attire;
The past is what I wear.

Like some wonderous, linen robe,
Impossible to tear, impossible to stain,
The best of my life is woven there.
Glad moments in every thread.
Incredible memories in every fold,
This, this I put on wherever I go.

—_|| Jerry Shonda ||__
_ U. R ] B
) from S
K ATHERTINE MASSOPUST

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine
Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or
on Amazon.com. A Great Gift! Get it now along with Then
& Now: Perth Amboy!
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Happy Holidays from
Petra Best Realty

/ % -&
PETRA
BEST REALTY

329 SMITH STREET ¢« PERTH AMBOY
(732) 442-1400 « (732) 442-1480 fax

The Real Estate Team With

Dedication, Vision and Results!

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Enrique Hernandez
Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS
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PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

" | ey e € R

( NI B . ----i « IR o
PERTH AMBOY - Why rent when you can own this
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home in a gated community. off
street parking, close proximity to shopping, highways and
train stations. Priced to sell. $199,900

PERTH AMBOY - Back on Market! Buyer couldn't get
loan. Welcome to this large 3 level Townhouse, with 3
bedrooms, 3 full baths, family/office room, Master bed-
room has a full master bath with double sink, tub, and
shower stall. This unit also has a private front Paver Patio
yard before you enter the Townhouse. Two parking spots
in covered garage/parking deck included. Seller just got a

L

PERTH AMBOY - Great large single-family house only
a block from Perth Amboy business district and McGin-
nis School few blocks from train station, excellent condi-
tion easy access to Parkway, Turnpike, Routes 1,9,35,440
and 287. 3 spacious bedrooms, oversized formal dining
room, hardwood floors throughout, nice deck and more.
$365,000

Corner Restaurant is a well established business for many
years a turnkey money maker. great opportunity to be
your own boss. Large 2" floor apartment. $449,000

SOUTH RIVER - Large three family with lots of poten-
tial needs some TLC, apartment A has 2 brs, apartment B
has 3 brs and apartment C has 2 brs. Apartments B & C
entrance is around the back. large attic space for storage.
A must see. $409,000

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful & spacious 4-bedroom
apartment located off of State Street. This updated apart-
ment offers brand new stainless steel appliances, fresh
paint and floors. Central A/C and forced heat a plus!!
$2,300 Mo/Rent

SAYREVILLE - Move-in condition this property has
been manicured from to top to bottom. even more impres-

sive is its gleaming kitchen and bathroom. a must see.
$319,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great business opportunity, very busy
restaurant, great location. Owner offering 5-year lease
$1,800 monthly rent, this is a turn Key operation, be your
own Boss. $60,000

PERTH AMBOY - Welcome home to this cozy 1-bed-
room apartment in this quiet neighborhood. Employee
Verification and Credit Report are a MUST.

$1,300 Mo/Rent
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