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Sparring Over Public Entertainment Ordinance Takes Center Stage
2/7/22 Caucus

*Continued on Page 2

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – There was a 
lengthy conversation regarding 
Ordinance No. 1 (First Read-
ing) – To amend an ordinance 
entitled, “Public Entertainment” 
regarding public entertainment 
limited to certain locations.
   Councilman Joel Pabon asked 
if the Department of Recreation 
Director Kenny Ortiz was on-
line to answer questions regard-
ing this ordinance. Pabon talk-
ed about the ordinance which 
would have large festivals taking 
place in Rudyk Park. “Part of the 
entrance could be accessed on 
High Street, but because Rudyk 
Park is near a lot of small streets, 
it will be a burden on the neigh-
borhood. There already is a big 
festival that takes place there. 
Are we going to be dropping the 
work that is being done on the 
soccer field? The field is being 
destroyed because of festivals. 
Last year, during the baseball 
season we had issues, and there 
is no money to fix it. So, what 
are we doing here?”
   Director of the Department 
of Recreation Kenny Ortiz ap-
peared via Zoom. We are look-
ing to expand Rudyk Park. We 
are getting property on the High 
Street side, and we are working 

with Green Acres to obtain prop-
erty from multiple owners (Con-
rail, Duke Realty, and Kinderm-
organ). We’ll also need to do 
environmental testing. Original-
ly, Rudyk Park was built to be an 
entertainment site. We have in-
vested money for improvements 
for the baseball field which will 
include fencing and what would 
be the best option for a backstop. 
We also need improvements 
for the basketball courts for the 
summer.”
   Pabon said, “That will be ideal 
(after these improvements are 
made).”
   Ortiz continued, “Part of the 
Kindermorgan property was 
obtained and we are still work-
ing with Duke Realty to obtain 
some of their property. Conrail 
is our biggest holdout, and we 
are reaching out to Senator Cory 
Booker to help us out. Conrail 
said part of the property that we 
want is still an active rail line 
which we know is not true be-
cause tree branches and bushes 
are growing on the rail lines.”
   Pabon spoke up, “If these plans 
come through, whoever will be 
on the council in the future, this 
will be set up for them because 
Rudyk Park will be a perfect lo-
cation for festivals.”

   Ortiz continued, “The Port Au-
thority was surprised because 
they didn’t know about the park-
ing spaces underneath the Outer-
bridge.”
   Pabon suggested that they (the 
council) reach out to Assembly-
woman Yvonne Lopez to help 
out with the situation involving 
Conrail.”
   Ortiz agreed. “This is not 
unique to our city what’s going 
on when dealing with Conrail.” 
He indicated that Conrail has 
done this to other cities that have 
tried to acquire their property.
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
spoke up. “This is a huge change 
that will affect a lot of residents 
in different communities. I am 
asking you to table this ordi-
nance so everyone can be in-
formed of the changes.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
spoke up, “I am the one who put 
this up on the agenda for discus-
sion.” He also asked, “Who is on 
the Federal Transportation Com-
mittee and how is the drainage 
in Rudyk Park?”
   Ortiz responded, “There is a 
drainage issue in Rudyk Park, 
especially pertaining to the low-
est part of the baseball field. 
There is a lot of saturation dur-
ing rainfalls. To put in Astroturf, 

you need a permit. We also have 
mesh to help with the baseball 
field.”
   Councilwoman Rose Morales 
spoke up, “I agree with Council-
woman Tejeda to table this ordi-
nance.”
   Petrick had other comments to 
make regarding this ordinance, 
“The neighborhoods around 
Rudyk Park will not be greatly 
affected if you corner off cer-
tain streets during the festivals. 
Rudyk Park is accessible to get 
to from Rte. 440 and Rte. 287. 
The parking and traffic situation 
is better. Rudyk Park is near an 
industrial area and there will be 
less noise. You have many ware-
houses on High Street. Maybe 
they can provide parking for 
the festivals. There are only two 
festivals that have big crowds: 
The Dominican Festival and the 
Puerto Rican Festival.”
   Morales spoke up, “What 
about the Fourth of July Fire-
works?”
   Petrick replied, “It’s one night. 
It’s contained and funded by two 
cities. At one time, it was funded 
by three different cities.”
   Tejeda spoke up, “The Puerto 
Rican Festival is chaotic. And 
why was Caledonia Park elimi-
nated (as part of the ordinance)? 

They had a Peruvian Festival 
at Caledonia Park that had 200 
people in it and it was chaotic.”
   Petrick responded, “You can 
reach out to the people who 
planned that festival to see the 
number of people that attended.”
   Councilwoman Morales then 
mentioned, “National Night Out 
at Washington Park had over 
200 people.”
  Petrick answered, “It was one 
night.”

William Opel was named 

Law Director at the 2/9/22 

Council Meeting

Renewable Energy Presentation and
Revisiting Existing Problems

2/2/22 Council Meeting
By Carolyn Maxwell
SOUTH AMBOY – The meet-
ing was held electronically due 
to Covid. There was a presen-
tation made by Clint Plummer 
CEO from the Rise Light Power 
Company. He talked about the 
project proposal for the JPC&L 
Site. Mr. Plummer stated, “This 
will be an Offshore Wind Proj-
ect using major infrastructure. 
This is renewable energy, and 
it is to repurpose old fossil fuel 
energy. There are wind farms 
in New York and New Jersey. 
This is about bringing power 
to the shore that is responsible 
and a cost-effective way to 
bring offshore energy to New 
Jersey. This is a transformation 
for clean energy through wind 
power and building converter 
stations for that purpose. There 
will be minimal traffic on the en-
tire site. We will still have public 
access to the waterfront. New 
Jersey has a law in place for off-
shore wind power. We will be 
using two converter stations on 

the existing substation facili-
ties which we would modern-
ize. The converter stations will 
be the only item above ground. 
There is a lot of infrastructure 
already on site. There will be 
no power cables underground 
at the beaches. Neptune has re-
gional transmission similar to 
what we propose. There will 
be a lot of steps involved. We 
might ask for a PILOT agree-
ment. You will also be creating 
a lot of jobs (local suppliers, 
contractors) and working with 
your local youth for job training 
for this renewable energy. We 
will be converting an old coal 
plant. This will be a long devel-
opment project. It is in the early 
planning stages. An application 
to the Public Utility will be sub-
mitted along with BPU approval 
and EPA permits. If we get all 
the necessary approvals (from 
each agency), then we can start 
work in 2024.”
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin remembered when he first 

was contacted in 2020 about this 
project. “You have my full sup-
port as well as all the trades that 
will be involved.”
   Plummer said, “We are a union 
shop.”
   McLaughlin said, “It has been 
8 long years that we have been 
waiting for something like this.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross asked, “Will there be 
more discussions about this?”
   Plummer responded, “We can 
supply any additional informa-
tion you may need.”
   Gross then asked, “This will 
be renewable energy?”
  Plummer replied, “Yes”.
   Gross then ended the discus-
sion, “Hopefully we can help 
you on this road.”
   City Clerk Deborah Brooks 
spoke about the two liquor li-
censes on the agenda that were 
up for renewal. “These two li-
censes are currently inactive 
because they did not file Form 

Fatal Shooting Under
Investigation

Press Release 
PERTH AMBOY - Middlesex County Prosecutor Yolanda Cic-
cone and Acting Chief Larry Cattano of the Perth Amboy Police 
Department announced today that a fatal shooting is under inves-
tigation.
   On Friday, February 11, 2022, at approximately 5:24 P.M., 
authorities responded to the area of the train tracks near New 
Brunswick Avenue following the report of a shooting.  Upon 
their arrival, officers located Jonathan Molina, 22, of Perth Am-
boy who sustained a gunshot wound.  Molina was transported to 
a nearby hospital where he was later pronounced dead. 
   Anyone with information or surveillance footage of the area 
is asked to call Detective Frank Cristiano of the Perth Amboy 
Police Department at (732)324-3856 or Detective Paul Kelley of 
the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office at (732)745-3330.

Mayor Caba's Statement 
in Response

   "We mourn the loss of life that took place in our city from this 
incident. 
We ask residents to contact the police department with any infor-
mation to help bring justice to the family.
   We are also contacting the private company that owns the land 
to make this area completely inaccessible by putting additional 
measures for anyone being able to cross.
   Our condolences and prayers to the family."



2. The Amboy Guardian *February 16, 2022

*Continued from Page 1

Renewable Energy Presentation and

Revisiting Existing Problems
2/2/22 Council Meeting

job, as well as our first respond-
ers. With the council’s approval, 
I am looking to go back to have 
live meetings in-person start-
ing in March. It is not easy run-
ning the meetings. There are 
also going to be two presenta-
tions in March. We will have 
the Fireworks and the Arts Fes-
tival coming up this year. The 
March 20th St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade may be the last one be-
cause there is more work in-
volved and less people to help. 
I am 64 years old and two of our 
longtime committee members 
passed away.”
   Mayor Fred Henry said, “I 
want to thank Mr. Plummer for 
the presentation. It is a great 
opportunity for South Amboy.” 
He then mentioned, “The city is 
getting $180,000 grant from the 
DOT and there are other grants 
coming in.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski urged 
people to check out social me-
dia outlets. “There will also be 
a presentation tomorrow at the 
Redevelopment Meeting on 
what was done tonight with the 
renewable energy.”
  Law Director Womack said, 
“The Venetian trial will start on 
March 28, and the “Pigeon Pal-
ace” trial will begin this month.”
  Coordinator of Emergency 
Management Mark Herdman 
said, “Everything is looking 
good.”
Public Portion:
   Bill deMasi from John Street 
spoke first. He mentioned the 
work going on at Roosevelt 
Street. “Since that started, our 
water has been very cloudy.”
   B.A. Skarzynski said, “I will 
call Middlesex Water.”
   Resident Greg Babolack spoke 
next. He asked if the presenta-
tion tonight on renewable en-
ergy will be given again. 
   Gross said, “There will be ad-
ditional public hearings for the 
residents to attend.”
   Babolack asked, “Will they be 
looking for a PILOT and How 
many people will be running for 
office this year?”
   Gross responded, “The renew-
able energy company might ask 
for a PILOT and this meeting is 
not a political forum.”
   Gross concluded the meeting 
by apologizing for any problems 
with tonight’s meeting. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:04 
p.m. All council members called 
in.

1239 on time. They have to ap-
ply to the ABC to continue to 
hold their inactive licenses. A 
special petition has to be applied 
and approved. They will be on 
the next meeting agenda.”
    For Resolutions R-61 thru 
R-68, there was a motion by 
Councilman Reilly to approve, 
and seconded by Gross. 
   Reilly then spoke up stating 
that he could not hear the pre-
sentation. “I also have questions 
on the two liquor licenses on the 
agenda. People could not vote 
on items because of us being 
muted and the City Clerk should 
have stopped the meeting."
   City Clerk Deborah Brooks re-
plied, "It is not up to me."
   Reilly continued and ad-
dressed Council President 
Gross, "Mr. Gross, you have to 
take control.” Reilly then asked, 
“Did anybody reach out to the 
American Legion regarding not 
getting the liquor license re-
newed on time?”
   Gross responded, “I reached 
out to the American Legion yes-
terday.”
  Responding to Reilly’s re-
marks, Councilwoman Zusette 
Dato stated, “I was able hear the 
whole meeting.”
   McLaughlin had a question 
about one of the items on the 
bill list. “Are there any penalties 
for Middlesex County Utilities 
doing a horrible job?”
   Council President Gross re-
sponded, “It was because of Co-
vid.”
   Councilwoman agreed, “This 
company was shorthanded due 
to Covid.”
   McLaughlin disagreed, “They 
were horrible, even before Co-
vid stared.”
   Gross agreed with McLaugh-
lin’s last statement.
   Reilly then questioned the item 
on the bill list were JCP&L gave 
aid to the ambulance services.
   Law Director Francis Womack 
said that they (JCP&L) paid the 
electric bill. 
   McLaughlin moved the bill 
list, Gross seconded it.
Council Comments:
   Councilman Tom Reilly said, 
“Moving forward, stop the 
meeting if people can’t respond 
and if they are dropped off.”
  Gross responded, “That is why 
we need to have live meetings.”
   Reilly stated, “What if Covid 
happens again? We need to re-
solve this issue. I want to thank 
the first responders and the food 
pantry volunteers.”  He then 
asked about the blighted build-
ing on First Street.
   Business Administrator Glenn 
Skarzynski responded, “The 
Health Department and the 
Code Inspector have inspected 
this building. There have been 
no liens and no evidence of ani-
mal activity at this site.”
   Reilly then asked, “There is a 
new nonprofit agency that has 
been doing a lot of good work 
in town and I would like to have 
them added to our website.”
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin spoke next. He commended 
the DPW for doing a good job of 
snow removal from the storm. 
“Recently, a mixed-use building 

was bought which is good for 
the town.” He urged all to do-
nate the food pantry.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski re-
ported that there are no changes 
to the procedures about the First 
Aid Department. “Command 
Boxes are slated to be installed 
in the city. The First Aid Mem-
bers get paid for standby work. 
Their bills go through the nor-
mal bill list and there is a budget 
line (for their expenses).
   McLaughlin said, “$35,000 
are not enough funds for the 
Fire Department.”
   Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
spoke next. “Public Works did 
a good job removing the snow, 
but some businesses on Broad-
way did not do a good job re-
moving snow from their side-
walks. The homeowners living 
by McCarthy Towers also did 
not do a good job of snow re-
moval. I happened to see a mail-
man while he was delivering by 
a snow clogged street and I told 
him that he is doing a good job 
in spite of the difficulty (hav-
ing to navigate poor road con-
ditions). It was upsetting when 
he said, “This is South Amboy. 
This par for the course.” A lot 
of homeowners are not clear-
ing their properties after snow-
storms.”
   Council Vice President Chris-
tine Noble spoke next. “Kudos 
to the Department of Public 
Works, but some side streets 
were not cleared.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski said, 
“The sidewalks are the respon-
sibility of the home and busines-
sowners.”
   Dato said, “I think that the 
sidewalks and the crosswalks by 
the post office should be done 
by the DPW.”
   Law Director Womack said, 
“The city code states that home-
owners and businessowners 
are responsible for clearing 
their sidewalks after 12 hours 
of daylight (after the snow has 
stopped). There used to be a vol-
unteer program for city youth 
to help out seniors to clear their 
sidewalks.”
   Dato spoke up again, “I saw a 
resident that was shooting snow 
into the street.”
   Noble agreed, “I lot of people 
do that.”
  Womack said, “There is a law 
on the books prohibiting that.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross spoke, “DPW did a good 

St. John’s Orthodox Church 
Winter/Spring Pierogi & Cake 

Sale Schedule
PERTH AMBOY - Orders for Potato/Cheese and Jalapeno 
Cheddar Pierogi at $10.00 a dozen may be called in on March 7, 
8, &9 to 732-826-7067 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM.  Orders 
may be picked up on March 15 or 16, 2022 after 2:00 PM at 404 
Division Street, Perth Amboy. NJ
   Orders for Cakes (Walnut, Poppyseed, Prune (Lekvar), and 
Apricot) at $14.00 each by calling in March 28, 29, & 30, 2022 
to 732-826-7067 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM.  Orders may 
be picked up on April 6 or 7, 2022 after 2:00 PM at 404 Division 
Street, Perth Amboy NJ
   Orders for Potato/Cheese and Jalapeno Cheddar Pierogi at 
$10.00 a dozen may be called in on May 9, 10 & 11, to 732-826-
7067 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM.  Orders may be picked 
up on May 17 or 18, 2022 after 2:00 PM at 404 Division Street, 
Perth Amboy. NJ
   Please be sure to call early before we meet our quota.
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Public Entertainment and Appointments of Municipal Board Members Discussed
2/9/22 Council Meeting

PERTH AMBOY -  (L) The City Council gives a proclamation recognizing Auxiliary Police Officer Ro-
berto Rodriguez at the 2/9/22 Council Meeting. (LtoR) Councilwoman Milady Tejeda, Council President 
Bill Petrick, Auxiliary Police Officer Roberto Rodriguez, Councilwoman Rose Morales, Councilman 
Joel Pabon. (R) Council President Bill Petrick congratulates Officer Rodriguez.

*Photos by Paul W. Wang

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – At the be-
ginning of the council meeting, 
there were supposed to be pre-
sentations to one resident and 
four members of the police de-
partment to recognize them for 
their services to the community. 
The only one who was present 
was Auxiliary Police Officer 
Roberto Rodriguez. 
 After the presentation was over, 
people were invited to come 
up to talk on any of the resolu-
tions that had a public hearing. 
No one spoke in-person or via 
Zoom. People were then invited 
from the public and on Zoom 
to speak on agenda items. No 
one spoke on any of the agenda 
items.
   The council voted on the ordi-
nances. Ordinance No. 1 – Re-
funding Bonds and Refinancing 
of Bonds was moved by Pabon, 
seconded by Tejeda. 
   On Ordinance No. 1 (No pub-
lic discussion) – Entitled Desig-
nating Restricted Parking Spac-
es regarding deletions. Victoria 
Kupsch stated, “It is to eliminate 
some of the spaces from the city 
code because of having so many 

handicapped parking spaces.”
   The ordinance was moved by 
Pabon, seconded by Tejeda.
   The council then voted on the 
consent agenda. R-81, R-82, 
R-85 thru R-107 was moved 
by Pabon, seconded by Tejeda. 
R-83 and R-84 were voided on 
the caucus and regular council 
meetings. The entertainment or-
dinance that was on the Caucus 
Agenda was pulled so it did not 
appear on the regular council 
meeting agenda to be back on 
the agenda on a later date.
Public Portion (in-person only):
   Linda Ferreira who resides 
on Bruck Avenue said, “People 
are needed for Board positions. 
Who okays who is appointed 
to the board? I applied for the 
Rent Leveling Board. There 
were three openings. I was sent 
a letter stating that I wasn’t ap-
pointed. Now, when I look there 
are still two openings left. I de-
serve an explanation. Maybe I 
was missing some requirements 
I appreciated being interviewed. 
I’ve been a renter and now, I am 
a homeowner.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
spoke up, “I thought we should 

have a mixture of people on that 
board.”
   City Clerk Victoria Kupsch 
said, “I understand one person 
resigned from that board.”
   Ferreira continued, “People 
come who are interested in be-
ing on that board and are not 
given a position.”
   Petrick suggested that the may-

or get in touch with the mayor’s 
office and that the mayor’s aide 
was in the council chambers and 
pointed that person out to Linda. 
   Ferreira concluded, “Everyone 
advocated for me, and I even 
came in to be interviewed.”
   Attorney Daniel Gonzalez 
came up next. “I want to con-
gratulate William Opel as his 

appointment as new Law Direc-
tor. Good things are happening 
in the city. Potholes are being 
fixed. Covid is decreasing and 
people don’t have to wear masks 
as before. We should have ta-
bled the decision on festivals for 
a couple of months. There are a 
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Thoughts on
Black History Month

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Statement by 
Wilma R. Matey 

at the 1/26/22 
Council Meeting
   After serving the City for many 
years, I just gave up … I see all 
our volunteer’s efforts that go 
unnoticed in this town. As per 

your Congregation you stated 
we need fresh blood---Well, let 
me tell you, you have some very 
experienced people that you 
want taken off some boards, as 
per 1 LOW LIFE that tries to 
rule everything in this Town. I 
cannot believe you would even 
consider his suggestions.
   I will not name this UNDE-
SIRABLE MAN, but you all 

know who he is. If you allow 
this to happen, I want you all to 
know, I will lose all respect for 
all of you, you will no longer be 
considered leaders of this town, 
you are sheep, and I will be so 
embarrassed to say I know you.

Wilma R. Matey

Is The
$33 Billion 

Gateway Tunnel 
Ready to
Proceed? 

   There is more to the recent 
Amtrak Inspector General’s re-
port which was critical on the 
lack of adequate planning for 
the $33 billion Gateway Tunnel 
project. Ninety days after a con-
tract is awarded, it is common 
for the contractor submitting a 
detailed construction schedule 
that includes the critical path for 
completion of the project. This 
is reviewed and approved by the 
transit agency. The critical path 
documents what any future de-
lays could trigger other delays 
to the overall project schedule. 
For example, take $1.6 billion 
Portal Bridge. It integrates the 
scheduling of work to be per-
formed by the prime contractor, 
Skanska, with all 15 subcontrac-
tors.  If the work of one falls 
behind their portion of the proj-
ect, it could delay the start of 

work by another subcontractor 
or Skanska. This, in turn would 
delay the overall project. The 
more subcontractors you have, 
the greater the risk something 
could go wrong. How many 
subcontractors will be hired for 
the $12 billion first phase (two 
new tunnels and repairs to the 
two original 110-year-old tun-
nels) and $33 billion full scope 
Gateway project? 
   Any successful transit proj-
ect, especially those over $100 
million and/or in receipt of a 
Federal Transit Administra-
tion Full Funding Grant Agree-
ment should not only have an 
approved Project Management 
Plan, but also a Quality Assur-
ance and Quality Control Plan 
(this is used to insure that the 
contractor builds to the design 
and engineering specifications, 
Fleet Management Plan, An-
nual Force Account (in house 
employees who work with and 
provide support to third party 
contractors) and Annual Track 
Outage Plan.  
   This is needed to ensure that 
the Gateway Development Cor-
poration complete such a signif-

icant federal transit investment 
on time, within budget, built 
to the design and engineering 
specifications so that it will re-
main in beneficial use for the 
promised intended useful life.

Larry Penner
Retired
Former Director
Federal Transit Administration
NY Region
Office of Operations and
Program Management

(Larry Penner -- transportation 
advocate, historian and writer 
who previously worked for the 
Federal Transit Administra-
tion Region 2 New York Office. 
This included the development, 
review, approval and oversight 
for billions in capital projects 
and programs for NJ Transit, 
New York Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, NYC Tran-
sit bus, subway and Staten Is-
land Railway, Long Island and 
Metro North Rail Roads, MTA 
Bus, NYCDOT Staten Island 
Ferry along with 30 other tran-
sit agencies in NY & NJ.)

No Need
to Fear

   There's an old saying, "When 
everything else fails we go 
to war”. Well, here it comes. 
Some politicians and those on 
the left said that we failed on 
COVID but made billions on 

it. America went upside down 
on WOKE and on leftist ideas, 
but we know it's going to fail. 
Those brave Canadians have 
realized the Prime Minister Mr. 
Trudeau is a control freak and 
will fail. As for the Ukraine vs. 
Russia, this became a “Missile 
Crisis," but don't panic yet un-

til the puppet controlled main-
stream media said so. China is 
enjoying this and is ready to 
invade Taiwan. No need to fear 
Mr. Biden is here and yes, “Eat, 
Sleep and be Worried”.

Orlando “Wildman” Perez 

   February is Black History 
Month and every so often I hear 
people complain that it is cel-
ebrated in the shortest month 
of the year. Let’s highlight 
one part of that sentence. It is 
a month-long celebration and 
there is only one other ethnic 
group that has a month-long 
celebration which is Hispanic 
Heritage Month. As a matter of 
fact, Hispanic Heritage Month 
encompasses two months (Sept. 
15 thru Oct. 15). 
   Let’s compare this to other 
ethnic celebrations. The Italians 
have a big celebration on Co-
lumbus Day which the powers 
that be want to rename Indig-
enous People’s Day. The Irish 
celebrate their heritage on St. 
Patrick’s Day. Let’s face it, ev-
eryone is honorary Irish on St. 
Patrick’s Day. It is a fun holiday 
where people dress up in green 
and enjoy the Leprechauns and 
corned beef and cabbage. The 
Puerto Rican Day Parade nor-
mally takes place in June. 
   The reason that Black His-
tory Month falls in February is 
because of Abraham Lincoln’s 
Birthday (February 12th) and 
Fredrick Douglas’s Birthday 
(February 14th), so it makes 
sense that February is an excel-
lent month to celebrate Black 
History.
  Now, to mention something 
that will make some people un-
comfortable, but has to be said.  
We need to address the prob-
lems in our communities which 
has been going on for a very 
long time and you cannot blame 
white supremacists: Black on 
Black crime. I would love to 
see our prominent black lead-
ers in all different spectrums. 
I address this issue not only 
through lip service. Where are 
the marches to these communi-
ties in distress where the gangs 
and drug lord’s rule? How can 
you comfort the families who 
have lost their children to gang 
violence? Some of these songs 
that are coming out who glorify 
violence and thug life (certain 
rap culture) are doing nothing 
but making money off of those 
who could least afford it. Yet, 
I have to give kudos to some 
artists, even though I despise 
their music such as Cardi B 

who gave money to the families 
who lost their lives in the recent 
New York fire as well as anoth-
er artist by the name of Megan 
Thee Stallion who also donated 
money to victims of fire. If you 
ask me to name a song from ei-
ther one of them, I could not. I 
would love to see some of these 
entertainers actually go into 
drug and gang infested neigh-
borhoods and arrange a meeting 
with the residents. I’m sure they 
have more than enough money 
to provide their own security.
    A lot of people who live in 
these distressed neighborhoods 
only want to make sure that 
they are safe and that their chil-
dren can be safe in their neigh-
borhoods as they walk to school 
and get a good education. There 
are times when a mother would 
say, “My kid was smart and all 
of a sudden I hear a scream and 
my child is dead on the street.” 
   This has got to stop and needs 
to be addressed. You had pro-
tests worldwide when George 
Floyd was murdered as well as 
other cases when other people 
were victimized. What both-
ers me is that a large amount of 
these protests were not peaceful 
and there were a lot of victims 
who suffered collateral dam-
age and are still suffering. Their 
communities and businesses 
were destroyed and what kind 
of help have they received? A 
majority of these communities 
and businesses were in minority 
neighborhoods.
   So, these are just some of the 
things that I think about this, I 
know that George Floyd’s fam-
ily received a multimillion-dol-
lar settlement from the city of 
Minneapolis and the GoFund-
Me Page was one of the highest 
fundraising goals ever reached. 
When George Floyd was bur-
ied, his entire funeral was cov-
ered by celebrities, and he was 
even buried in a gold casket. 
Wouldn’t it be great if some of 
that money was put into these 
distressed communities to uplift 
people and help wipeout gang 
and drug activity? In my opin-
ion, this would be a start in the 
right direction.
   As always, I value your opin-
ion. Carolyn M. 

Friends of the Perth Amboy
Library Book Sale Return!

PERTH AMBOY - The Friends of the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library are once again having a book sale on Saturdays February 
26th & March 12th & 26th from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. at the Brigh-
ton Avenue Community Center at the corner of Brighton Avenue 
and Sadowski Parkway in Perth Amboy. I know many people 
have been starving for reading material for these long months 
we were at home. We will be wearing masks and providing hand 
sanitizer and bags if needed. We also insist that anyone coming 
to peruse our collection also wear a mask as mandated by the 
State of NJ. Paperbacks are $.50, hardcovers are $1, $5 for a bag 
full, no limit to size of bag except no lawn or garbage bags. We 
have best sellers by popular authors that are like new. The mon-
ey we raise goes to support the library with providing programs, 
promoting literacy or to provide funds to the library with their 
needs beyond their budget. We look forward to your visit.
   For more information email us at friendsofperthamboyli-
brary@gmail.com, or call us at 201-381-1903 and like us on 
Facebook. Dealers are welcome. At this time, we are not accept-
ing donations of books.



February 16, 2022 * The Amboy Guardian  .5

IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.

ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.

SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.

IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.

IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.

IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.

IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.

IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.

ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.

AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.

ANDERL & OAKLEY PC ................................................................ 309 MAPLE ST.

THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.

BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738 STATE ST.

C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.

CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.

CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.

EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.

FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.

FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.

HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.

INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.

JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.

JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.

KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.

LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.

LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.

LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.

NEW ELIZABETH CORNER RESTAURANT .................................175 HALL AVE.

PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.

PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.

POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.

PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.

PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.

PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.

QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.

QUICK STOP DELI .......................................................................814 AMBOY AVE.

QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.

QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.

RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.

SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.

SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.

SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.

SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.

SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.

TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 164 SMITH ST.

WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.

IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.

SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.

IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.

SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.

IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY BANK ...........................................................................100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 

CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY

COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.

KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY

KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 

SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY

SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.

WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY

IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.

MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.

NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.

ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
THURS. Feb. 17 Arts Council,6 p.m.

    via Zoom

WED. Feb. 23 City Council, Caucus, 5:30 p.m.

   City Hall, High St. & Zoom

 • City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High St. & Zoom

THURS. Feb. 24 Historic Preservation Commission, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

South Amboy
WED. Feb. 16 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   via GotoMeeting

WED. Mar. 2 City Council, Business, 6 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

*All meetings are subject to change. Check the City Website or 
www.amboyguardian.com to see if the meeting will take place 
via phone or video conference or for updates on meeting times, 
places, and details how to participate. 

Safety Announcement
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!

Do not think that any call or report is too small

Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Important!
   Always call ahead of time 
to make sure any event you 
intend to attend will take 
place.
   The  Amboy Guardian 
will only put a cancellation 
notice in if we receive notice 
from the organizer of the 
event.

2022
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January 5
January 19
February 2

February 16
March 2

March 16
April 6
April 20
May 4

May 18
June 1

June 15
July 6
July 20

August 3
August 17

September 7
September 21

October 5
October 19

November 2
November 16
December 7
December 21

Attention

Businesses 

Open During 

Pandemic

Crisis:
Let customers know 

your services are 

helping to serve the 

community. Con-

sider Advertising in 

the Amboy Guard-

ian. Our rates are 

reasonable for both 

print and/or online 

advertising. Are 

you hiring? Get the 

word out!

Call Carolyn: 

732-896-4446 or 

Katherine:

732-261-2610

Email the Amboy 

Guardian:

AmboyGuard-

ian@gmail.com

Attention!

 Our Newspaper is 

available at Shop-Rite, 

Perth Amboy at the 

Courtesy Counter! 

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959

Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM

Our Valentine's Day Issue is

Coming up on March 2, 2022 

Deadline: February 25, 2022

Please take advantage of our

Special Advertising Rates!
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Hackensack Meridian Raritan Bay Medical Center Begins
Construction on Behavioral Health Expansion

Press Release 2/10/22
PERTH AMBOY, NJ – Hack-
ensack Meridian Raritan Bay 
Medical Center has begun con-
struction on its multimillion 
dollar Behavioral Health expan-
sion, with a new modern, warm 
and more natural light design. 
   “We are excited that the con-
struction on our new state-of-
the-art Behavioral Health unit 
has begun,” said Robert C. 
Garrett, chief executive officer, 
Hackensack Meridian Health. 
“We look forward to opening 
the first phase of the Behavioral 
Health expansion later this sum-
mer.”
   “Now more than ever it is im-
portant that we invest in the be-
havioral health infrastructure of 
our community,” said Senator 
Vitale, Speaker Coughlin and 
Assemblywoman Lopez. As the 
impact of the pandemic contin-
ues to create a sharp increase in 
the demand for mental health 
services, especially among our 
children, Hackensack Meridian 
Health’s investment to expand 
inpatient Behavioral Health 
services at Raritan Bay Medi-
cal Center meets a critical and 
urgent need. We applaud the 
hospital for this project and look 
forward to construction and ul-
timately addressing the needs 
of the Middlesex County com-
munity by making Raritan Bay 
Medical Center a center for ex-
cellence in Behavioral Health.”
   “The Raritan Bay Medical 
Center Behavioral Health unit 
will become a specialized inpa-
tient center for excellence that 
will serve adults, providing both 
Geriatric Psychiatric care and 
Dual Diagnosis (psychiatry/ad-
diction) services. In addition, 
other specialty care programs 
will be added to the unit that will 
allow for patients and the com-
munity to receive comprehen-
sive Behavioral Health services 
within a seamless continuum of 
care, close to home,” according 
to Don Parker the President of 
Behavioral Health Care Trans-
formation Services for Hacken-
sack Meridian.
   "Preventing, treating, and sup-
porting recovery from behavior-
al health problems is essential 
for communities to be healthy, 
safe, and successful," stated 
Mayor Helmin J. Caba, City 
of Perth Amboy. "I greatly ap-
preciate Hackensack Meridian 
for their commitment to ensure 
everyone has the best chance 
to succeed by addressing the 
behavioral health needs of our 
residents."
   The full completion of the 
project is expected to be com-
pleted in the first quarter of 
2023.
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*Continued on Page 8

Obituary: Manuel Rafael Pacheco, Age 61

*Continued from Page 1

Sparring Over Public Entertainment
Ordinance Takes Center Stage

2/7/22 Caucus

   Tejeda spoke up again, “In the 
ordinance, you are only men-
tioning two festivals to be lo-
cated at Rudyk Park: the Puerto 
Rican and Dominican – and they 
are two big ones. It is not fair 
to put them both in Rudyk Park 
which is not ready to hold two 
big festivals.”
   Petrick responded,” “There 
is more residential and other 
problems in the neighborhood 
when the festivals are held at the 
Waterfront. Pabon and I talked 
about the condition of the parks. 
The event organizers would be 
responsible for any wear and 
tear of the parks after the fes-
tivals. You have to look at the 
impact of the community, espe-
cially when you have multi-day 
festivals. People complain about 
the noise, garbage, traffic, and 
people urinating in their drive-
ways.”
   Pabon said, “This could hap-
pen at Rudyk Park. There are no 
big festivals this year, so we still 
have time for discussions. The 
warehouses (located on High 
Street) are huge and we can talk 
to them about parking for the 
festivals (held at Rudyk Park). 
We just need to have everyone 
involved in talks, including the 
administration.”
   Petrick suggested that the fes-
tival organizers can talk to the 
warehouse owners about using 
their properties and we don’t 
have to get involved – only Code 
Enforcement, Public Works, and 
the Police Department.
   Pabon agreed, “If it is private 
property, let’s do it. Will we 
need more police? I live near the 
waterfront. I see the impact (of 
the big festivals).”
   Petrick continued, “There are 
no festivals this year. So, let’s 
start to implement this plan so 
the organizers know where they 
stand. We can modify and allevi-
ate all issues.”
   When it came time to see who 
wanted the table the ordinance, 
the only ones who voted no were 
Petrick and B.J. Torres.
   Petrick said, “We need to re-
visit this issue in a month.”
   Pabon then suggested that the 
council sit down with the admin-
istration and police to talk about 
this ordinance. “Let’s put the or-
dinance back on the agenda for 
the first meeting in April.”
   City Clerk Victoria Kupsch 
said she would do so.
   CFO Jill Goldy spoke briefly 
in regards to Ordinance No. 1 – 
A Bond Ordinance providing for 
the refunding of several general 
improvement bonds and appro-
priating $27,200,000 and autho-
rizing the issuance by the city of 
General Improvement Refund-
ing Bond in the principal amount 
not exceeding $27,200,000.
   She stated, “This is a Re-
fund Debt from 2020 and 
$20,000,000 to be used for the 
Public Safety Complex.” 
   Goldy then explained R-93-
2/22 – Accepting the proposal 
of and awarding a contract to 
Millennium Strategies LLC 
for grant writing services in an 
amount not to exceed $48,000. 
“This is just an extension of 
their contract.”
  OEM Coordinator and Acting 
Police Chief came up to explain 
R-95-2/22- A memorandum of 
understanding with the County 
of Middlesex for the use of spe-
cialized equipment. “This is 

technology that will help us with 
our investigations.”
   There was a brief discus-
sion regarding R-96-2/22 – A 
contract with Graybar Electric 
Company for the Public Safety 
Building Emergency Wiring Re-
pair in an amount not to exceed 
$50,584.12.
   Goldy explained, “This was 
due to the damage from the 
Storm Ida. Part of the cost will 
be covered by our insurance and 
FEMA.”
   Councilman Pabon said, “We 
are always getting updated wir-
ing, but nothing ever for the 
Council Chambers.”
  The IT Technician on duty said, 
“There seems to be a supply 
chain problem.”
   There was a brief discussion 
regarding R-97-2/22- A change 
order to the contract with Maser 
Consulting now doing business 
as Colliers Engineering & De-
sign for the Raritan Riverfront 
Park-Green Acres Project in an 
amount not to exceed $8,100. 
   Kenny Ortiz explained that a 
portion of the property is owned 
by the DEP and a line of demar-
cation will be drawn up by the 
engineer who will be presenting 
plans to the state for approval. 
“We want to make this more of a 
recreational area.”
   Pabon said, “The cost is almost 
doubled.”
   Ortiz continued, “It is not dou-
bled. The cost to the city will be 
$2.5 million with a $2.5 million 
matching grant. There have been 
delays from the DOT due to en-
vironmental issues.”
   There was a brief discussion 
on R-102-2/22 – Appointing ad-
ditional Green Team Members. 
   Acting Law Director William 
Opel said, “This is to appoint six 
additional members.”
   City Director Joel Rosa spoke 
up via Zoom, “We will be con-
ducting educational and com-
munity events focusing on our 
environmental needs. For people 
interested in becoming a Green 
Team Member, they need to at-
tend three Green Team Events 
and at least attend one Green 
Team Meeting before they be-
come a member. We have adver-
tised some of our events through 
word of mouth and through 
the schools. On March 22nd is 
World Water Day and we will 
have thirty students from the 
Charter School who are inter-
ested in the environment invited 
to attend one of the water/waste-
water facilities. They will also 
have a light lunch. We are hop-
ing we can have sponsors donate 
food.”
   Councilwoman Tejeda thought 
this was a good opportunity for 
our students. “I myself have 
toured a water/wastewater facil-
ity.”
 Ken Ortiz then explained 
R-104-2/22 – A contract with 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin for 
professional services for an en-
vironmental remedial investiga-
tion on property located at the 
Second Street Park in an amount 
of $195,218.43. Ortiz stated, 
“This goes back to 2019. The 
council approved the grant for 
this, and PARA also contributed. 
The DEP and the city provided 
funding.”
   Ortiz then explained R-105-
2/22 – A contract with Vanesse 
Hangen Brustlin for professional 
services for an environment re-
medial investigation on property 
located at Second Street Park 

for an amount of $201,294.60. 
Ortiz said, “It is 100% covered 
by grants and we’ll be having 
a drone scan done on the prop-
erty.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres ques-
tioned, “Are there going to be 
any additional cleanups?”
   Ortiz answered, “There are 
white phosphorus, and the DEP 
has been notified and the EPA 
will be doing evaluations at no 
cost to the city.”
   Torres then said, “Maybe the 
Green Team can educate the res-
idents about white phosphorus.”
  Council President Petrick said, 
“It is very dangerous.” He also 
remembered a couple of years 
ago, there was a couple of peo-
ple came who were interested in 
building a train museum in Perth 
Amboy. Maybe we could reach 
out to them for possible funding.
   Bill Petrick asked to go back 
and discuss some of the resolu-
tions on the agenda.
   While Ortiz was on Zoom, he 
talked about getting signage for 
a portion of the property by the 
Victory Bridge. Council Presi-
dent Petrick said that he would 
like to be involved in those dis-
cussions.
Other resolutions discussed:
   Petrick spoke about R-98-2/22- 
A contract with CME Associates 
for basketball court improve-
ments at Patten Center Park 
and Stanley Rudyk Park in an 
amount not to exceed $16,546. 
“We should talk to the Port Au-
thority about getting more bas-
ketball courts.”
   Pabon then questioned, “What 
is going on?”
   Ortiz explained, “We need to 
fill in cracks, get a total recon-
struction of the basketball courts 
with a 25-year warranty and to 
add an additional court at the 
Truxton Street Court. I asked 
CFO Jill Goldy to see if we can 
do this.”
   Luis Perez Jimenez - Direc-
tor of Operations at the USA-PA 
(Utility Service Associates Perth 
Amboy) Middlesex Water Com-
pany) explained R-99-2/22- A 
contract with Pumping Service 
Inc. for the rental of a bypass 
pump for the Second Street 
Pump Station in an amount not 
to exceed $30,635.60. “We have 
three pumps. Two are out of ser-
vice to be repaired. We expect 
to get the needed parts my mid-
February. We get ten hours of 
service out of one tank.”
   R-100-2/22- A contract with 
CDM Smith for professional ser-
vices for completion of a water 
& sewer rate study to determine 
an appropriate and adequate rate 
structure in an amount not to ex-
ceed $89,200.
   Petrick responded, “This is to 
legitimatize the rate increase.”
  Perez Jimenez explained, 
“There is a lot of work and proj-
ects that will take place. We 
have one aging pipeline.”
   B.J. Torres spoke up, “Will 
it take into account our CSO’s 
(combined sewer overflow).”
    Perez Jimenez said, “Yes, it 
will. We are running our lines to 
Middlesex Sewage and this is 
going to be a 5-year project.”
    Petrick said, “There are trees 
at the top of the reservoir, and I 
have concerns about this.”
   Perez Jimenez explained, “We 
have rocks and joints to take 
care of that problem so there is 
no root intrusion.”

Manuel R. Pacheco

Oct. 13, 1960 - Feb. 9, 2022

Submitted by Virginia Morales 
& Suzanne Popadin
PERTH AMBOY - Manuel Ra-
fael Pacheco of Perth Amboy, 
whose life revolved around 
his family, his music and his 
church, died Feb. 9 at Raritan 
Bay Medical Center surrounded 
by loved ones. He was 61.
   Manny was born in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, and came 
to Perth Amboy as a young teen-
ager. A story from those years 
summarizes Manny’s life.
   “I wanted my youth group at 
St. Stephen’s to perform some 
of the Christian songs they 
were learning,” wrote a child-
hood friend. “I asked Manny 
to help us with the music and 
play guitar while the kids sang. 
He showed up with a six-piece 
band. He had already rehearsed 
some of the songs.”
   Manny always did more than 
was asked of him. He went 
above and beyond. It was a hall-
mark of his life.
   He is remembered as a beau-
tiful soul and an inspiration, al-
ways full of positive energy.
   “His joy was infectious,” said 
his niece, Virginia Morales. "He 
was the light of our family's 
life."
   Manny "will forever be a part 
of our hearts," his niece said. 
"His legacy is the many people's 
lives he touched in the city of 
Perth Amboy. He was a very 
important part of the Perth Am-
boy community. We can only 
hope to continue to honor him 
and keep his memory and music 
alive."
   Manny attended McGinnis 
Middle School, Perth Amboy 
High School and Perth Amboy 
Technical School.
   He worked for more than a de-
cade at Newark Airport, at East-
ern and Continental airlines, 
starting at an entry-level ticket-
ing position and worked his way 
up to writing training manuals. 
He was head of security at the 
Hess Refinery in Port Read-
ing and was a supervisor at Dr. 
Leonard’s Healthcare Corp. in 
Edison. After teaching himself 
computer programming and oth-
er IT skills, Manny did freelance 
work for many companies. He 
also worked at Home Depot and 
was even part of a band there.
   "Manny came from nothing 
and taught himself everything 
— from electronics to comput-
ers to painting," Morales said. 
"As a young boy, he had taught 
himself to play the guitar, piano, 
drums and other instruments. As 
an adult, he wrote songs, record-
ed his own music, booked his 
own gigs. He was a trendsetter, 
ahead of his time and all self-
taught."
   Manny shared his musical 
gift, serving as the Perth Amboy 
Recreation Department music 
director at the Gallery Center 
for the Arts since April 2016, 
teaching city residents to play 
those instruments at the Patten 
Center.
   He was passionate about sing-

ing and performing and had a 
recording studio in his home. 
He helped others achieve their 
dreams by opening up his home 
studio so they could record. 
Manny recorded several al-
bums of his own and appeared 
on Spanish radio and televi-
sion programs. He was known 
for performing Salsa music in 
English, and he recorded al-
bums with well-known Salsa 
artists such as Felipe Muniz, 
singer Marc Anthony's father. 
He played at weddings, Sweet 
Sixteen parties and other cele-
brations, and he even wrote and 
performed a jingle for an envi-
ronmental campaign to keep 
Perth Amboy clean. 
   In recent years, Manny spent 
most of his time sharing his 
God-given talent by perform-
ing at church services. Through 
the years, Manny was a mem-
ber of Mount Carmel Church, 
L’Asuncion Catholic Church 
and Our Lady of Fatima R.C. 
Church, all in Perth Amboy. 
   Intensely proud of his Puerto 
Rican heritage, he received the 
prestigious Betances Award, 
which celebrates Latin culture 
and community, at the Puerto 
Rican Day Parade in New York 
City in 1995.
   "My uncle devoted himself 
to music, his family, his church 
and his community," Morales 
said. "No one handed him any-
thing. He worked tirelessly to be 
the best version of himself for 
his family and the city of Perth 
Amboy. We are very proud of 
him and his many accomplish-
ments."
   Manny is survived by his wife 
of 35 years, the former Maryann 
Roman; a son, Manny Brandon 
Pacheco; his mother, Alicia 
Gonzalez; three sisters, Mar-
garita Pacheco, Braulia “Lissy” 
Rios and Linda Rios; and sev-
eral nephews and nieces, includ-
ing Virginia Morales, Manuel 
D. Morales Jr., Roberto Rios, 
Shana Rios, Romany Rios and 
Priscilla Roman. He always said 
Priscilla was "the daughter he 
never had."
   Viewing will be Tuesday, Feb. 
15, from 5 to 9 p.m. at Gustav 
J. Novak Funeral Home in Perth 
Amboy, with a funeral service 
at Our Lady of Fatima R.C. 
Church on Wednesday, Feb. 16. 
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Pallone Applauds House Passage of
America COMPETES Act

Bill Will Strengthen Manufacturing, Solar, & Pharmaceutical Supply Chains at Home
Press Release 2/4/22
WASHINGTON, DC – Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr. 
(NJ-06) today applauded House 
passage of the America COM-
PETES Act. The bill will help fix 
our supply chains, ensure critical 
products are manufactured here 
in America, turbocharge Ameri-
can scientific and technological 
leadership, and strengthen our 
global competitiveness. Pallone 
spoke in favor of the bill on the 
House floor this week.
   The America COMPETES Act 
also includes Pallone’s legisla-
tion that provides $100 million 
to increase the domestic drug 
manufacturing base through the 
establishment of National Cen-
ters of Excellence in Advanced 
and Continuous Manufacturing. 
This funding would allow the 
Centers to work with the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and industry to further develop 
and implement advanced and 
continuous manufacturing tech-
nology and would allow FDA to 
partner with universities across 
the country with experience in 
these technologies to improve 
pharmaceutical production. Rut-
gers University is already play-
ing a key role in this emerging 
technology.
   “The America COMPETES 

Act lays the foundation to guar-
antee America leads the global 
economy, invests in American 
workers and manufacturing, and 
ensures that critical goods essen-
tial to our economy and national 
security are made right here in 
the United States. The bill in-
vests in America to strengthen 
supply chains, bolster domestic 
semi-conductor manufacturing 
capacity, and expand the produc-
tion of the components needed to 
build solar panels,” Pallone said. 
“The America COMPETES Act 
also includes my legislation to 
foster the development of ad-
vanced and continuous manu-
facturing technology to increase 
our ability to quickly produce 
prescription drugs. It also sup-
ports efforts to replenish and 
modernize strategic stockpiles 
of medical supplies to ensure 
we’re prepared for future public 
health emergencies. With pas-
sage of this legislation today, we 
are ensuring that America can 
outcompete the rest of the world 
by ending our reliance on other 
nations for the manufacturing 
of critical goods. We must now 
work with the Senate to quickly 
reconcile our bills into final leg-
islation that can become law.”
   As Chairman of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, Pallone 

included provisions to prevent 
shortages of critical goods and 
ensure that more of these goods 
are made right here in the United 
States, invest in our nation’s so-
lar manufacturing supply chain, 
and improve our medical prod-
uct supply chain including:
•$45 billion for grants, loans, 
and loan guarantees to sup-
port supply chain resilience and 
manufacturing of critical goods, 
industrial equipment, and manu-
facturing technology;
•$3 billion to fund the establish-
ment of a domestic solar manu-
facturing supply chain;
•$375 million to reduce the vul-
nerability of the electric grid;
•$1.5 billion to establish a medi-
cal supply chain flexibility man-
ufacturing pilot program;
•$10.5 billion for a new grant 
program to states to expand or 
maintain a strategic stockpile of 
drugs, medical equipment, per-
sonal protective equipment, and 
other products; and 
•$1.5 billion for the Public Wire-
less Supply Chain Innovation 
Fund to fund innovative technol-
ogies in the U.S. mobile broad-
band market.
   More information on the En-
ergy and Commerce provisions 
is available here. A full summary 
is available here.

Raritan Bay Medical Center 
Earns National Award for

Promoting Organ and
Tissue Donation

Press Release 2/4/22
PERTH AMBOY, NJ - Hack-
ensack Meridian Raritan Bay 
Medical Center has been hon-
ored with the 2021 Workplace 
Partnership for Life Platinum 
Award for its organ and tissue 
donation awareness program 
from the U.S. Health Resources 
and Services Administration 
(HRSA), an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. The Platinum 
Award is the highest accolade 
granted by HRSA to hospitals 
who promote organ and tissue 
donation among their commu-
nity and hospital.
   The recognition is part of 
HRSA’s Workplace Partnership 
for Life initiative, launched in 
August 2014, which connects 
organ and tissue donation orga-
nizations with hospitals to cre-
ate ongoing awareness and reg-
istry campaigns to educate team 
members, patients, visitors and 
community members. Raritan 
Bay Medical Center coordinates 
its outreach efforts with NJ 
Sharing Network, the nonprofit 
organization responsible for the 
recovery and placement of do-
nated organs and tissue in the 
Garden State.
   “We are proud to be recognized 
by HRSA for our ongoing part-
nership with NJ Sharing Net-
work to save and enhance lives 
through organ donation and 
transplantation,” said William 

DiStanislao, interim president, 
chief hospital executive, Rari-
tan Bay Medical Center. “There 
are nearly 4,000 New Jersey 
residents currently waiting for a 
life-saving transplant. We must 
continue to raise awareness of 
this critically important issue, 
and remind our community that 
registering as an organ and tis-
sue donor can help bring the gift 
of life to others.”
   Throughout the past year, Rar-
itan Bay Medical Center con-
ducted multiple awareness and 
registry activities to encourage 
new donor registrations. Activi-
ties included both in-person and 
online campaigns to reach inter-
nal and external audiences.
   “Raritan Bay Medical Center 
and our hospital partners are vi-
tal to our life-saving mission,” 
said Alyssa D’Addio, director, 
Hospital and Community Ser-
vices, NJ Sharing Network. “We 
have been fortunate to work 
with Raritan Bay’s dedicated 
team members. They are truly 
great advocates and have shown 
great passion and energy in edu-
cating others about the power of 
donation and transplantation.”
   One organ donor can save 
eight lives, and one tissue donor 
can enhance the lives of over 75 
people. To learn more, get in-
volved and register as an organ 
and tissue donor, visit www.
NJSharingNetwork.org.

Hackensack Meridian School of Medicine Names 
Dr. Jeffrey Boscamp Interim Dean 

Medical Leader Who Helped Shape Beginnings of Medical School 
to Take Top Role in Wake of the Passing of Dr. Bonita Stanton

Press Release 2/1/22
NUTLEY, NJ – Jeffrey 
Boscamp, M.D., will assume 
the role of interim dean of the 
Hackensack Meridian School of 
Medicine into the fall, it was an-
nounced today. 
   Dr. Boscamp takes the top 
leadership role in the wake of 
the sudden loss of founding dean 
Dr. Bonita Stanton, who passed 
away on Jan. 19. Boscamp had 
previously been vice dean of the 
school. 
   “Dr. Boscamp is a true leader 
who has been an integral part of 
the medical school since its in-
ception,” said Robert C. Garrett, 
FACHE, chief executive officer, 
Hackensack Meridian Health. 
“We know that his guidance for 
the institution will continue the 
mission and vision laid out by 
Dr. Stanton.”
   “Dr. Stanton left considerably 
big shoes to fill, but we have a 
terrific team of professionals at 
our School, and we will con-
tinue to forge a one-of-a-kind 
institution as part of her legacy,” 
said Dr. Boscamp. 
   Dr. Stanton served as the 
founding dean from 2016 un-
til her passing. She previously 
served on the faculty of the 
University of Maryland, West 
Virginia University, and Wayne 
State University in Michigan 
before arriving in New Jersey 
to help shape the new medical 
school. Dr. Stanton assembled 
a remarkable leadership team, 
partnered in the development 
of the school’s governance, se-
cured accreditation from five 
separate institutions, established 
the school as an independent 
Institution of higher educa-
tion, and guided the institution 
through a pandemic. She wel-
comed the class that entered in 

2018 and oversaw the gradua-
tion of the fast-track students 
in that cohort this past June, 
who then traveled to residencies 
across Hackensack Meridian 
Health.
   Dr. Boscamp serves Hack-
ensack Meridian Health as 
co-chief academic officer and 
senior vice president of Medi-
cal School Development and 
Integration. As co-CAO, Dr. 
Boscamp develops, promotes 
and organizes programs at 
Hackensack Meridian Health to 
promote lifelong learning across 
the continuum of undergradu-
ate medical education, graduate 
medical education and continu-
ing medical education.
   Dr. Boscamp also serves as 
professor of Pediatrics at the 
School. A longstanding and 
highly-regarded leader at Hack-
ensack University Medical Cen-
ter, he also serves as a member 
of the Hackensack Meridian 
Health Board of Trustees Aca-
demics Committee. 
   Prior to these positions, Dr. 
Boscamp held the Marvin I. 
Gottlieb, M.D., Ph.D., Endowed 
Chair of Pediatrics at the Joseph 
M. Sanzari Children's Hospital 
for 14 years. He founded the 
Section of Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases and the Steven Bad-
er Immunological Institute at 
Hackensack University Medical 
Center, is a frequent continuing 
medical education speaker and 
has received numerous teaching 
awards. 
   In his positions as Vice Dean, 
co-CAO and senior vice presi-
dent of Medical School De-
velopment and Integration, Dr. 
Boscamp serves as a liaison 
between Hackensack Meridian 
Health and the School of Medi-
cine to develop and coordinate 

undergraduate and graduate 
medical education programs 
across Hackensack Meridian 
Health. Dr. Boscamp partners 
in the design and development 
of educational policy and aca-
demic programs that create an 
interdisciplinary approach to 
teaching to identify, recruit and 
prepare students and residents 
as critical thinkers and problem 
solvers as they progress to the 
practice of medicine.
   Dr. Boscamp graduated from 
Williams College and New 
York Medical College. He was 
a resident in pediatrics at Babies 
Hospital-Columbia Presbyterian 
Medical Center and in internal 
medicine at Greenwich Hospi-
tal, Yale University School of 
Medicine. He completed a fel-
lowship in adult and pediatric 
infectious diseases at the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine in 
the Bronx.
   In addition, Dr. Boscamp was 
Chairman of the NJ Chapter, 
American Academy of Pediat-
rics, Committee on Infectious 
Diseases and a member of the 
executive committee of that or-
ganization. He was appointed 
by the Governor as a member of 
the Catastrophic Illness in Chil-
dren Relief Fund Commission. 
He is a fellow of the AAP and 
the Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
Society and a member of the 
Infectious Diseases Society of 
America, the Infectious Diseas-
es Society of New Jersey, and 
the American Society for Micro-
biology. Dr. Boscamp is board-
certified in Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases, is a member of Alpha 
Omega Alpha, and has received 
numerous professional awards 
in recognition of his teaching 
and clinical skills.

from when there will be a public 
hearing.”
Public Portion (in-person first):
   Resident Maria Garcia spoke 
first, “I have a problem with the 
Public Entertainment Ordinance. 
When I was on the Board of Ed-
ucation, there was a conflict of 
interest I had to recuse myself. 
Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
should have recused herself 
from voting on this ordinance. 
There is more of a problem than 
having an event at the waterfront 
because it is mostly residential. 
The music decibels are over the 
limit for that area and the streets 
are blocked which is hard when 
it comes to emergencies. I can 
hear the music from my address 
on Kearny Avenue. We love fes-
tivals, but we have to be consid-
erate.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
responded, “The ordinance is 
not about the Dominican Fes-
tival which is a nonprofit and 
our city attorney said there is no 
conflict of interest for me.”
   The next person to speak was 
Maria Vera who lives on Madi-
son Avenue. “Milady does have 
a conflict. We have 10,000 peo-
ple at that festival (Dominican). 
I have pictures of the festival. 
I’m speaking for the community. 
We have bike and gun problems. 
My answer is “No!”
  No one from Zoom spoke. The 
council went into closed session 
at 7:20 p.m. All council mem-
bers were present in person ex-
cept for B.J. Torres who attend-
ed via Zoom. 

   Petrick said that he still feels 
the trees should come down.
  Perez Jimenez responded, “I’ll 
look into it.”
   R-101-2/22- Change Order 
No. 1 to the contract with AC 
Schultes for the repairs and 
maintenance of pumps, motors, 
shafts, and columns for the wa-
ter and wastewater utilities in an 
amount not to exceed $7,876.97.
   Perez Jimenez explained, 
“Pump#3 at Runyon needs to be 
repaired. We are short on funds, 
and this is what we need. We 
pump water from the sand, and 
it is treated before it comes over 
to us. We have four wells that we 
use.”
   Petrick spoke up and updated 
everyone as to what was going 
on regarding the Patio Bar on 
Fayette Street. “The State ABC 
did an intervention and are still 
investigating. Former Law Di-
rector Peter King suggested we 
wait until to see what the ABC 
does. We can schedule a public 
hearing for April.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon was 
not happy, “They already gave 
this bar too much time.” He 
added that Acting Police Chief 
Cattano stated that last night 
there was a disturbance at the 
place and one police officer was 
jumped on and they had to close 
the bar early that night. “Reports 
will be sent out to the clerk.”
   City Clerk Victoria Kupsch 
said, “There has to be a time-
frame to give the bar a notice 

Sparring Over Public
Entertainment Ordinance 

Takes Center Stage
2/7/22 Caucus

*Continued from Page 7
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South Amboy to Receive $180,000 to Create a 
“Public Space” at the Train Station

South Amboy Train Station 2015 *Photo submitted

Press Release 2/2/22
SOUTH AMBOY – Imagine a 
typical summer night in the city.
   But when commuters pour 
off the NJ Transit train to head 
home, they are given pause. 
That’s because the area in front 
of the train station is suddenly 
alive with an outdoor concert, or 
an art show or a food festival.
   The sky is the limit, as the city 
has received $180,000 in state 
“transit village” funding to cre-
ate a vibrant public space at the 
train station, 140 North Broad-
way.
   City officials are planning to 
construct a fixed canopy, pow-
ered with lights and electric-
ity to host a multitude of events 
when the weather gets warmer.  
The uses are virtually endless, 
as the spot could serve as the 
grandstand for the city’s an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Parade or 
serve as a live theater or a place 
for a communal meal.
   City officials say the funding 
arrived through the support of 
the 19th District state legisla-
tors, Sen. Joe Vitale, Assembly 
Speaker Craig Coughlin and As-
semblywoman Yvonne Lopez.
   “Our designation as a Transit 
Village has allowed us to sus-
tain steady long-term growth,” 
explained South Amboy Mayor 
Fred Henry. “The continued 
support from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation through 
grant programs like this have 
allowed us to continue that suc-
cess.  

   “Strong support from Sena-
tor Vitale, Assembly Speaker 
Coughlin and Assemblywoman 
Lopez has helped make funding 
like this possible and allows us 
to continually improve our mass 
transit facilities,” the mayor 
added.
   City officials are eager to 
break ground on this project and 
have it open for residents to en-
joy later this year. The canopy 
will feature six columns and 
will be designed to blend into 
the character of the train station 
as a seamless amenity.
   The funding was earmarked 
through $3.8 million in fiscal 
’22 Transit Village grants, as-
sisting 14 municipalities to ad-
vance their transit-oriented de-
velopment projects.
   “We continue to explore ways 

in which we can make the South 
Amboy Train Station more 
pedestrian-friendly and acces-
sible in creative ways,” Cough-
lin said. “This state funding is 
the latest step in our efforts to 
design a more convenient and 
walkable community along 
Broadway.”
   The South Amboy station un-
derwent a substantial renovation 
from November 2006 through 
January 2010. A new $4.8 mil-
lion pedestrian overpass was 
constructed, allowing safe trans-
fers across the two tracks at the 
station, followed by a $29 mil-
lion overhaul that replaced the 
two original low-level side plat-
forms with a new ADA-accessi-
ble high-level island platform. 
The work included reconstruc-
tion of the station building.

State Legislators Announce 
Emergency Mortgage

Assistance for the 19th District
Press Release 1/31/22
TRENTON – Throughout the 
19th legislative district, many 
residents have been quietly 
struggling with mortgage pay-
ments as the pandemic drags to 
the end of its second year.
   In response, Sen. Joe Vi-
tale, Assembly Speaker Craig 
Coughlin and Assemblywoman 
Yvonne Lopez applaud the gov-
ernor’s office for creating the 
Emergency Rescue Mortgage 
Assistance Program (ERMA), 
administered by the New Jersey 
Housing and Mortgage Finance 
Agency (NJHMFA). 
   Under the plan, residents can 
receive up to $35,000 in as-
sistance to cover mortgage ar-
rearages, delinquent property 
taxes, and other housing cost 
delinquencies if they have been 
impacted by the lingering pan-
demic. 
   The three state lawmakers, 
who represent Carteret, Perth 
Amboy, Sayreville, South Am-
boy and Woodbridge, are urging 
residents throughout the district 
to take advantage of the pro-
gram.
   Vitale said the program taps 
into $325.9 million of federal 
Homeowner Assistance Fund 
(HAF) money, and is expected 
to help thousands of families 
get back on their feet, stabilizing 
New Jersey’s most at-risk com-
munities and reducing the threat 
of residents losing their homes. 
   “Foreclosures don’t just hurt 
the family experiencing them,” 
Vitale said. “They negatively 
impact the surrounding proper-
ties in their neighborhood and 
hurt their larger community. 
This assistance offers struggling 
families a lifeline, and can make 
other loss mitigation options, 
such as refinancing, viable.  
   Coughlin said the program 
will go a long way toward alle-
viating pandemic-related hous-
ing insecurity for many families 
in the 19th District, described 
ERMA as a smart strategy to 
prevent housing foreclosure. 
   “Housing continues to be 
foundational to economic and 
social opportunity,” the Assem-
bly Speaker said. “Helping lift 
the burden of owed mortgage 
and property tax payments due 
to pandemic-related financial 

struggles that no individual fam-
ily could have foreseen, this as-
sistance will ensure the most 
vulnerable homeowners among 
us are able to keep a roof over 
their families’ heads.”
   Coughlin noted the program 
includes free counseling servic-
es to help our fellow residents 
apply for this program, learn 
about the many available op-
tions, and even work with credi-
tors to achieve the best outcome 
available, noting the counselors 
will also be able to work with 
residents who do not have easy 
access to the Internet.
   Lopez, who chairs the Assem-
bly Housing Committee, said 
many working families in the 
19th District have contacted her 
legislative office over the past 
two years, desperate for relief 
from their mortgages. 
   “Our constituents have been 
waiting for a program of this 
scale,” Lopez said. “It is my 
hope that news of this program 
spreads far and wide and that 
any individual struggling to pay 
their mortgage or other housing 
obligations takes full advantage 
of ERMA funds.”
   Take the next step by calling 
855-647-7700. Residents will 
be connected with a housing 
counselor who can explain the 
program.  
   Visit www.njhousing.gov/dca/
hmfa/covid19/haf to review pro-
gram eligibility. The ERMA ap-
plication portal will open for ap-
plications at: www.njerma.com 
on Feb. 8, 2022 at 9 a.m.
   To qualify for the ERMA pro-
gram, homeowners must meet 
the following requirements:
• Be a New Jersey homeowner 
with a demonstrated COVID-
19-related financial hardship oc-
curring after January 20, 2020; 
• Own and occupy an eligible 
primary residence;
• Have an income below 150% 
of their Area Median Income 
(AMI).
   The three lawmakers ex-
pressed their appreciation to fel-
low lawmakers, advocates, and 
federal partners to launch the 
program, financed through the 
federal Homeowner Assistance 
Fund (HAF) under the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

Public Entertainment and Appointments of

Municipal Board Members Discussed
2/9/22 Council Meeting

lot of activities coming up this 
weekend. I miss Stanley com-
ing to the meetings and I haven’t 
seen Alan Silber at a meeting for 
a while.”
   The meeting was opened up to 
Zoom participants. 
   Resident Sharon Hubberman 
spoke first. She talked about the 
entertainment ordinance that 
was on the caucus agenda. “We 
are still in midst of the pandem-
ic which has not ceased. I talk to 
people in the community who 
are still suffering covid afteref-
fects. It is irresponsible to hold 
super-spreader events. We are 
4.4 square miles with 55,000 
residents. Look how festivals 
have grown and our quality of 
life. It is wise to cancel festivals 
for the health and welfare of our 
residents. People can’t work or 
pay their rent. There is a food 
supply shortage. The health and 
welfare of our residents come 
first. We can agree to disagree.”
   Petrick responded, “That or-
dinance was removed from the 
agenda to be put back on the 
agenda for April. 
   Maria Vera who resides on 
Madison Avenue spoke next, 
“Milady has a conflict of interest 
and she can’t vote on this ordi-
nance because she is on the Do-
minican Festival Committee.” 
She then asked Councilman Joel 
Pabon how many people can fit 
in Rudyk Park.
   Petrick answered, “We have to 
call the Recreation Department 
to get that answer.

   Vera continued, “When people 
come in to fill out an applica-
tion for a festival, they have to 
fill out how many people they 
expect to attend. Other people 
keep their festivals small. If you 
want to have 10,000 people – 
hold your festival at Madison 
Square Garden and we are NOT 
Madison Square Garden. We 
need to keep our festivals small. 
Our departments (Police and 
Public Works) are overworked. 
I appreciate Pabon and Petrick 
because they drive around town. 
We have too many slumlords 
that are putting a drain on our 
town. I hope that the people that 
are appointed to different boards 
are taking classes. People who 
own illegal housing are not 
paying the correct taxes and it 
is getting out of control. I want 
to thank Joel Pabon for talking 
about our parks.”
Council Comments:
   Councilwoman Rose Morales 
said, “I want to thank all who 
participated tonight. I want to 
congratulate our new Law Di-
rector Opel and Officer Rodri-
guez who was recognized to-
night.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon said, 
“I want to congratulate Opel. 
It is about time. And I want to 
also congratulate Officer Rodri-
guez on his thirty years as an 
Auxiliary Police Officer. I was 
hoping to see Auxiliary Police 
Officer O’Buck here tonight. 
My congratulations to the others 
who were supposed to be recog-
nized tonight but were unable 
to attend. These people deserve 

much more than just certificates. 
We are not on lockdown. Covid 
has not stopped me or anyone 
else. Every week, Kenny Ortiz 
has activities going on. Sports 
and other activities are going 
on in the schools. We want you 
to live and continue to live. We 
have no curfews in town. I urge 
Linda Ferreira to give the may-
or’s office a call for an explana-
tion as to why she wasn’t ap-
pointed to a municipal board. I 
want to thank all that came here 
to tonight’s meeting and all who 
called in on Zoom.”
   Councilwoman Milady Teje-
da said, “I want to congratulate 
Auxiliary Police Officer Ro-
driguez and all who give to the 
community. I am proud of them. 
Be safe. Take care of yourself 
and your families.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres had no 
comments.
   Council President Pertrick 
said, “Don’t let your guard 
down and get vaxed. Some un-
vaxed died from Covid. The 
vaccine is available at Dorothy 
Court (Off Convery Boulevard 
behind Wendy’s) and you could 
also get Covid tests. Com-
cast sent the city a check and I 
thought it was supposed to go 
towards upgrading our system 
at the Council Chambers instead 
of going into the general fund. 
Be safe. Take care of yourselves 
and your family.”
   The meeting adjourned at 7:44 
p.m. All council members were 
present in-person except for 
B.J. Torres who participated via 
Zoom.

Pallone Announces New Jersey 
Will Receive Over $8 Million to 

Support Sport Fish &
Wildlife Restoration

Press Release 1/11/22
LONG BRANCH, NJ – Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (NJ-
06) today announced that New 
Jersey will receive $3,996,614 
to restore and conserve sport 
fish populations and $4,410,062 
to restore, conserve, and man-
age wildlife populations. The 
funding comes from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Wildlife and Sport Fish Resto-
ration (WSFR) Program. The 
program supports state and lo-
cal outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities and wildlife and habitat 
conservation efforts.
   “New Jersey’s fish and wild-
life habitats are critical to our 
state’s economy and outdoor 
recreation,” Pallone said. “The 

fishing industry was especially 
hard hit by the pandemic, so 
I’m pleased to see New Jersey 
receive this support from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 
This funding will go a long way 
to protecting and sustaining 
our state’s fishing population 
and ensuring our state’s natural 
beauty will continue to attract 
visitors and residents alike for 
years to come.”
   The WSFR Program is made 
up of two funding sources: 
the Sport Fish Restoration and 
Boating Trust Fund, which was 
reauthorized as part of the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law, and 
the Wildlife Restoration Pro-
gram.
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   Milton J. Paris, President Getting Ahead in Business, Sales and 
Marketing Consultant, Management Coach, Motivational Speaker 
and Radio Host brings a wealth of experience to the table as a result 
of building businesses for the past 50 years. He has coached/con-
sulted CEO's, Presidents, entrepreneurs, salespeople and start-ups.
   Milton's insights and philosophy have also helped people and their 
business results. Milton travels with salespeople to visit potential 
clients. This is all to be accomplished within an environment that 
puts a premium on taking personal responsibility for results.
   No company is too small or too large for him to achieve rapid 
results in their business development. Milton for the past 15 years 
has been the host of Getting Ahead in Business on Fox Sports New 
Jersey 93.5/1450am every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. The only business 
radio talk show in New Jersey.
  Listen to Milton, but most important make an appointment with 
him to make 2022 a banner year!
 NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH MILTON ON BOARD!

Speaking to an Audience

   One of the best and cheapest ways of branding your business 
is to start speaking in front of target audiences, if you have not 
already done this.  Speaking in front of small or large groups, 
such as chambers, civic groups, business meetings, men’s and 
women’s organizations, rotary clubs and other professional orga-
nizations will bring you recognition.  With the economy the way 
it is today, companies are looking for speakers who can motivate 
their audience.  Some topics that are important today are: How 
to increase your sales, setting your goals and keeping focused, 
staying positive, networking and time management. Make sure 
your speech is in a positive way then be a sour-sounding whiner 
and complainer. 
   Many businesspeople would like to speak in front of an audi-
ence, but they have a fear of speaking.  At meetings I have at-
tended I notice that when businesspeople are called on to give 
their 60 second elevator speech, they stand there in fear.  These 
people would rather be in the audience than on the stage. You 
can overcome this by following a few basic rules: When you are 
asked to give a speech start practicing weeks in advance, do it in 
front of a mirror, in front of your family and with your friends.  
When you feel you have practiced enough (do not memorize 
your speech) practice more. 
   To help you be a calm, confident and compelling speaker, there 
are many good speaking coaches, mentors and classes that you 
can take in school.  If you are on a tight budget, I would highly 
recommend Toastmasters International.  They meet weekly at 
your local library and chamber. Go to their website:  www.toast-
mastersinternational.com
  Remember “Nothing is Impossible” to become an excellent 
speaker.
   Milton J. Paris, is President of the Monroe based consulting 
firm Getting Ahead in Business whose motto is “nothing is im-
possible.” www.gettingaheadinbusiness.com
Nothing is impossible when working with professional telemar-
keters! Nothing is impossible when working with Milton Paris! 

Any business questions?
Go to: www.gettingaheadinbusiness.com 
Getting Ahead in Business is looking for part-time telemar-
keters...work from your home!
e-mail Milton: milton@gettingaheadinbusiness.com
or call: 732-306-0040

Getting Ahead in Business By Milton Paris

Milton Paris

Food Drive for Local Families
SOUTH AMBOY - The South Amboy High School Interact 
Club (Rotary Club) and the City of South Amboy is holding a 
food drive to benefit local families. If you are able to donate, 
there will be a collection of non-perishable food, personal hy-
giene products and paper goods. Donations can be dropped off 
at the side door of the South Amboy Senior Center on Henry 
Street, Mondays – Friday’s from 8 a.m. to 3p.m. If you have any 
questions, please contact Jaclyn at (732) 525-5965. You can also 
contact Cathy at the Nurse's office in the South Amboy Middle/
High School at (732) 316-7668 option 3 to arrange curbside 
drop off.

This Week in the Civil War

 160 Years Ago
February 16, 1862 – March 1, 1862

By Phil Kohn   Phil Kohn can be reached at USCW160@yahoo.com.
   Brig. Gens. John Floyd and Gideon Pillow manage to escape Fort Donelson on the morning of 
February 16, 1862. Brig. Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner, left in command, sends a note to Brig. Gen. 
Ulysses Grant seeking surrender terms. Grant famously replies: “No terms except unconditional and 
immediate surrender can be accepted.” Some 13,000 Confederate troops are captured, as well as 48 
artillery pieces and much equipment. The federal victory is devastating for the Confederacy, which 
loses a third of its troops in Tennessee, as well as control of two strategic rivers, the loss of one of 
which — the Cumberland — leads to the evacuation of Nashville by Confederate forces.
   To reward Brig. Gen. Grant’s victories in Tennessee, President Lincoln on February 17 promotes 
him to the rank of major general of volunteers.
   The First Congress of the Confederate States meets in Richmond, Virginia, for the first time on 
February 18. Now a bi-cameral body, it succeeds the unicameral “secession convention” that had 
acted as a provisional Congress. Having set out from Rolla, in the central part of Missouri, Brig. 
Gen. Samuel Curtis’s 11,000 Union soldiers capture Bentonville, Arkansas, just south of the Mis-
souri state line.
   On February 20, Willie Lincoln, the 12-year-old son of President and Mrs. Lincoln, dies of typhoid 
fever at the White House in Washington, D.C. William and his younger brother Thomas (“Tad”), 
9, had been ill for several weeks. Tad recovered. In Tennessee, Governor Isham Harris decrees that 
the state capital will move to Memphis, as the current capital — Nashville — is in the line of Union 
advances.
   In the West, on Feb. 21, some 3,800 Union troops under Col. Edward Canby venture out of Ft. 
Craig to prevent Brig. Gen. Henry Sibley’s invasion force from crossing to the western side of the 
Rio Grande at a ford at Valverde, New Mexico Territory. The Federal troops are defeated by Sibley’s 
men, who capture six cannons. Most of the Federals manage to retreat to the safety of nearby Ft. 
Craig. Despite Sibley’s demand, Canby refuses to surrender. As the fort is felt to be too strong for 
the Confederates to attack, Sibley orders his brigade to keep moving northward toward Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe, leaving Ft. Craig and its complement of almost 4,000 Union soldiers in his rear.
   Jefferson Davis’s presidential inauguration is held in Richmond, Virginia, on February 22. He had 
previously been the provisional president of the Confederate States. In Washington, D.C., President 
Lincoln — feeling pressure from the public — agrees to permit prisoner-of-war exchanges. Ob-
servers in the Northern capital note that the Army of the Potomac — ordered to action on or before 
this date by the president — has not moved. Independence, Missouri, is attacked by a band of pro-
Confederate guerrillas led by William Quantrill.
   Brig. Gen. Samuel Curtis’s Union force occupies Fayetteville, in northwestern Arkansas, on Feb-
ruary 23, 1862.
   Federal troops, without any bloodshed, take over Nashville, Tennessee, on February 24, forcing 
Confederate cavalry there, commanded by Lt. Col. Nathan Bedford Forrest, to withdraw. Nashville 
will remain in Union hands for the remainder of the war.
   From Hampton Roads, Virginia, on February 25, transports carrying the first of Brig. Gen. Benja-
min Butler’s 15,000 Union troops depart for New Orleans. The U.S. War Department takes control 
of all telegraph lines, to facilitate military movements.
   In Virginia, President Davis on February 27 calls for martial law in Norfolk and Portsmouth, con-
sidering them to be cities “under threat.” The Federal iron-clad vessel USS Monitor departs from 
New York under sealed orders.
   In the western part of Confederate Arizona, the company of Arizona Rangers sent out by Brig. 
Gen. Henry Sibley to guard his invasion’s left flank, arrives at and occupies Tucson on February 28.

25 Crenshaw Ct.,
Monroe, NJ 08831 

Phone: 732-306-0040
Email: miltonjparis@yahoo.com
www.gettingaheadinbusiness.com

Ads Sell! Call Carolyn!

732-896-4446

March Madness at Dowdell 

Press Release
SOUTH AMBOY - During our Covid winter, we have many ways of presenting programs and con-
SOUTH AMBOY - March Madness, anyone? Stop in and take your shot in the March Madness Bas-
ketball Toss! Your slam dunk will earn a chance to win a new basketball! Don't let the cold weather 
slow you down! Get your game on and borrow sports equipment such as basketballs, footballs, 
and soccer/volleyballs from the Library! All you need is your Dowdell Library card! Thank you to 
Councilwoman Dato for kick starting the Game On! program and to the South Amboy/Sayreville 
Rotary Club for the generous donation.
   The Dowdell Library is 108 years old! They also celebrating Read Across America for Dr. Seuss's 
birthday. Stop by the first week in March to get a free Dr. Seuss hat and take your picture with The 
Cat in the Hat. 
   March is all about Makers Day. Makers Day encourages creativity and exploration using your 
imagination. Every Wednesday in the children's room, there will be a new Maker's challenge. On 
March 24, from 4:00 - 7:03, bring the whole family for a Makers Day event. There will be science, 
technology & engineering activities set up throughout the Library. 
   Is the luck of the Irish with you? Adults (18+) can stop by the Library and enter our Luck of the 
Irish Trivia Contest during the entire month of March. One lucky person will win an Irish gift bas-
ket. The contest runs from March 1- 17. 
   The 2022 Tax season is here! The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library is pleased to support financial sta-
bility in our community. Free, contactless tax return assistance is available for individuals earning 
less than $65,000 annually. The VITA program has operated for over 50 years, offering free tax help 
to low- to moderate-income, individuals with disabilities, and non-English speaking taxpayers. Pick 
up the tax documents at the Library. 
   Invest more time in yourself this year! The Dowdell Library offers free virtual classes through 
the Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital. Classes offered in March include A Virtual Guided 
Imagery Relaxation Session, a stretching and flexibility workshop, age-related hearing loss, and a 
course to learn what your nails say about your health. For more information or to pre-register, please 
email kathleen.johnson@rwjbh.org.
   Planning ahead in life secures your legacy. On Thursday, March 31, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, author 
and speaker Kenneth Vercammen will be at the Library to discuss wills, probate & Estate Planning. 
Learn about the 2022 Federal Estate tax changes and more! Limited seating.
   Please check dowdell.org and the library’s social media pages for the latest up-to-date information 
on upcoming programming.
   Library Hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am - 8 pm, Wednesday & Friday 10 am - 5 pm, 
and Saturday 12-4 pm. Comments, queries, compliments? Please visit www.dowdell.org, or contact 
the Library at 732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org. The library is located off John O’Leary 
Blvd, adjacent to South Amboy Middle High School.

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM
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*Continued on Page 14

Covid Protocols, Back to In-Person Learning, Student Safety Issues Discussed
2/3/22 BOE Meeting

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – The 2/3/22 
Board of Education Meeting 
began at 5:30 p.m. Live instruc-
tion had begun the past Monday 
(1/31/22) after a month of re-
mote learning due to a surge in 
Covid.
   The Board went into closed 
session at 5:44 p.m. They came 
back at 8:47 p.m. (3 hrs. 3 min. 
later).
   There were two presentations: 
one on the 2020-2021 HIB Self-
Assessment (HIB scores) and 
one on the New Jersey Strong 
Results. Both presentations 
were given by Assistant Super-
intendent of Curriculum & In-
struction Dr. Vivian Rodriguez 
and Director of Guidance and 
Related Services Mr. Eric Sw-
ensen.
  For the report on bullying, the 
Perth Amboy School District ei-
ther met or exceeded the State 
Anti-Bullying Requirements in 
every category. Upon BOE ap-
proval, the results will be sent 
to the New Jersey Department 
of Education.
   For the Start Strong results, 

the results were not so good. 
Much of the 2020-2021 school 
year was through remote learn-
ing. The tests indicated that 
strong teacher and student sup-
port was needed in nearly every 
subject. Dr. Rodriguez stated, 
“We are all concerned for our 
students.”
Public Portion:
   Theresa Chism spoke first. “I 
am a parent advocating for my 
son. On December 13, 2021, 
my son was physically assault-
ed. There were no guards pres-
ent. There are only 5-7 guards 
for 1,420 students. Two guards 
were out sick. The student who 
attacked my son has yet to be 
identified. The two security 
cameras were broken.”
   She then stated, “Children 
are standing outside for long 
periods of time in the morning 
before the doors open. The chil-
dren are out in the rain and the 
cold.”
  Perth Amboy Federation Presi-
dent Pat Paradiso spoke next 
followed by  Perth Amboy Fed-
eration Union Representative 
Lynn Audet.

  Parent Stephanie Sanchez 
spoke next. “The community 
needs to think outside of the 
box. Last year our sports season 
was cancelled. We are adjust-
ing ourselves. I had two Shull 
School Students – one for wres-
tling. Recently, there was an 
event. We were shut down and 
had parents scrambling around 
town because transportation was 
cancelled. Perth Amboy should 
come up with a better way. No-
body communicates back with 
us. There has to be a better com-
munication to work together for 
the kids. We should work to-
gether.”
   Another mother of a student 
spoke, “The GMC Tournament 
– students have lack of transpor-

tation. The GMC Event was still 
on. It should be better way to get 
students there. I see what these 
sports do for our children. My 
son didn’t have science all year. 
He attended the Dual Language 
School – there was no science 
teacher.”
   Superintendent Dr. David Ro-
man gave his report. “We are 
coming back from remote learn-
ing to live instruction. The pan-
demic is before us. The District 
and Board took a candid ap-
proach, we were one of the last 
districts to come back to live 
instruction. This demonstrates 
a respect for this pandemic. We 
did it with resilience and with 
the County Superintendent and 
the Department of Health. We 

met the requirements of the 
students and completed all that 
was necessary. For workforce 
strategies, we need teachers. 
Many have moved on for vari-
ous reasons. We understand that 
parents need to work. The staff 
handled different situations. 
The CDC changed its mandates. 
Also, there are mandates by 
the governor. There is no one 
answer. Decisions were made 
with many esteemed and intel-
ligent individuals to expedite 
the progress as it relates to the 
pandemic. I implore all of our 
community to speak with our 
principals. I would like the Di-
rector of Security to meet with 
the woman whose son was as-
saulted. I will speak with you 
as well. The Security/Staff ratio 
– I would like two colleagues to 
speak with you. Please parents 
understand I cannot legally open 
up a building without staff there. 
Perhaps parents need to come 
in to greet the students.  When 
staff comes in the building, I can 
open up. The Teacher Reten-
tions Committee is not reflective 
of the directive of the personnel. 
It is to reach out with teachers to 
find out what experiences they 
want. The committee never was 
designed as a Teacher Retention 
Committee. Don’t speak self-
care?  As teachers came back 
this week – we gave them time 
to let them acclimate. I find it 
hard to believe there are princi-
pals are not doing that. The par-
ent’s concerns of the building 
not being open took place dur-
ing a state of emergency called 
in at 3 p.m. We immediately rec-
tified the situation. We do have 
protocols in place. We provide 
busses in as many places as we 
can.”
   Dr. Roman then spoke about 
the archway in Water’s Sta-
dium, “We met with Mr. Dyke 
(Perth Amboy City Historian), 
the Mayor, Council, and Board. 
The decision of the Board is to 
take the archway down because 
it is dangerous. We will pay for 
an archway to go back up. All 
voices will be heard. For safety 
reasons, the quality of that stone 
cannot be used. We will do 
what we need to do and have a 
new one up in time for the new 
PAHS when it opens.”
   Dr Roman stated that there 
were staff shortages due to pro-
tocols which will remain upon 
whether or not we see the end 
of this pandemic. “They (other 
school districts) were not re-
mote – we were. We do what is 
right for this district. What can 
be done regarding Covid pro-
tocols? We will make the best 
decision at that moment. I want 
to thank the Board who helped 
with the transition form remote 
to live. We must proceed with 
everything as required by the 
State of New Jersey. It is a na-
tional issue. We are working dy-
namically to keep people safe.”
   Board Vice President Tashi 
Vazquez said, “I want to thank 



12. The Amboy Guardian *February 16, 2022

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar. 

Good for young child - 

$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric Heater 

Radiator. Was $65 Now 

$20 New Never Used. 732-

547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 

732-570-9732

Safe Combination 21" High 

13 1/2" wide on wheels $75 

732-634-1851

Nice Bard & 2 Stools $35; 

"Free" Washer - Works 

Great; Love Seat $30 - 732-

670-6649

Three Window AC's 

5000BTU, 5000BTU, 

8000BTU; $50; $75; $50 

732-636-3345

Gold Carnival Glass Col-

lector Plate (5th Day of  

Christmas) $25 732-673-

6305

Portable Sears Sewing Ma-

chine - Used Twice $25; 

Epson Printer with new ink 

(never used) - $40 – 732-

679-0086

Custom Jewelry $5-$10; 

Sled $25; Sports Memora-

bilia $10; Dream Catcher  

Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

Gold Chandelier - Six 
Lights - Excellent Condi-
tion - $30 - 732-721-7186

Tires - Firestone M&S 

LT275170R 18 Two $10 

Each 732-727-1772

LP's Cassettes, CD's DVD's 

$1.00 each; Radio, CD $20 

- 732-261-4703

Electric Husky Power 

Washer 1750psi - Good 

Condition $75 - 732-277-

4635

Umbrella - Patio, needs 

cord and iron stand. $30 - 

732-283-0975

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner 

Mint Condition $45 - 732-

290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-

reo System - Dog Bed $65 

ea. 732-293-0151

Older New Toy Trucks Su-

noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess 

$20 Each or B.O.  - 732-

316-5092

Good working Washer 

-Whirlpool - $75; 2 power-

washers $75; 1 lawn mower 

with bag $75 (both just 

tuned up) 732-335-8837

Pancake Air Compressor 3 

Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-

1551 - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 

$25 - 732-442-1093

Bicycle Tire Deluxe Foot 

Pump Color coded gauge 

$10 - 732-442-5806

Sayreville Bombers 14 KT  

Charm - $75 in Box; can 

add Specialty Sport Charm, 

etc. - 732-525-2405

Movano Watch SS Museum 

Style Mint Condition $75 

Firm. 732-540-5351

For Sale

Lawn Mower - Sears - 

Self Propelled Mulcher 

- no bag 6.75 HP - $45 

732-727-5056

Baseball & Basketball 

Complete Sets Mint Con-

dition $10-$30 Each Set - 

732-727-8417

White wicker settee with 

cushion $60 732-735-

2179

Powerlift for motorcycle 

$75 - must pick up. Please 

call 732-738-7074

Dining Hutch - Wood 
- Good Condition $50 
- Self Pick-up 732-826-
6324

Free Firewood. Must pick 

up and cart away. 732-

826-8024

100% Pure Nice Zealand 

Wool Rug 122x170 Bur-

gundy Pattern $60 848-

242-2152

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-
sonic LX Sport Twelve 
Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 
B.O. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for 

Harley Sportster - Great 

Condition $65 - 908-590-

8885

Power Lift $75. Wing 
Chairs, Sofa, End Tables, 
Lamps, Microwave $10-
$50 - 908-803-9623

Children's Sports Lamp 
w/shade. Really cute, BB, 
FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-
670-4908

Tell Our AdvertisersTell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and

telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,

P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 

form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 

most perfect household, foster 

father of Jesus and guardian 

of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 

concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 

your powerful intercession 

with God, you obtain for me all 

the help and graces that I need 

for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare and in particular, the 

special favor I now ask there 

mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 

St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 

behalf will be heard by God 

and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 

my greater good. Thank you St. 

Joseph, for having responded to 

my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 

Jesus be adored, glori-

fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 

and forever. Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 

pray for us. St. Jude, helper 

of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 

Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.

   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 

Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 

for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Here

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Junk Removal

Photography

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Ancient Order

of Hibernians
271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ

Seating Limited to Governor's Directive

Great for: Birthdays, Retirement,

Christenings, Communion Parties, 

Baby or Wedding Showers

$450 Plus Refundable Deposit

Call: 732-721-2098

Hall for Rent

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Photos by the Bay
All your Photography Needs 

Under One Roof
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Baby or Wedding Showers

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots
Photo Restoration/Digitization
Graphic Design

732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Parking Spots

Cars, Vans, 
Pickup Trucks, 
Landscaping 

Trailers, Small 
Boats on Trailers 

Parking Spots

Storage Available 

862-762-9226

Sayreville

Location
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Covid Protocols,
Back to In-Person Learning,

Student Safety Issues Discussed
2/3/22 BOE Meeting

everyone for their hard work.” 
Vazqeuz then spoke about retir-
ing security guard Mario Mar-
tinez. “He dedicated almost 25 
years of his life to being a secu-
rity guard.” She then said, “We 
have shortages in staff. The na-
tion is facing a shortage. I asked 
to fill of all open vacancies. HR 
is seeking teachers to work on 
various projects. These projects 
are geared to recruit and re-
tain our staff. We tried to build 
people up from within our com-
munity. You asked to give our 
teaching staff the opportunity. 
Why aren’t we giving people 
who taught here for 15+ years 
a chance for promotion? These 
are opportunities we are giving 
them. These projects are giving 
the teachers to opportunity to 
give them the necessary experi-
ence. This Board is committed 
to see these teaches grow.”
   Board President Ken Puccio 
stated that Mario Martinez will 
be sorely missed.

   Board Member Stephanie 
Márquez-Villafañe read a list of 
students who made accomplish-
ments over the past school year. 
She emphasized the importance 
of recognizing these achieve-
ments. The Board agreed.
   Superintendent Dr. David Ro-
man stated that Perth Amboy 
was one of five districts to re-
quest Covid Test Kits. He stated 
that they are here and under se-
cure lock and key.
    Board Vice President Tashi 
Vazquez stated that there is free 
Covid testing at the Youth Com-
plex on Convery Boulevard. “It 
is open and walk-in. There are 
no requirements.” 
   Dr. Roman stated that on Sat-
urday, April 9 through Tuesday 
April 12 there will be a job fair 
which will be advertised.
   The meeting adjourned at 
10:52 p.m. Board Members Mi-
chael George and Dr. Dannielle 
Brown (sick) were not present at 
the meeting.

*Continued from Page 11

Anita Costello & Zavier Mauldin -
A Perfect Match this Valentine’s Day

Press Release
SECAUCUS - When Anita 
Costello and Zavier Mauldin of 
Secaucus, New Jersey got mar-
ried 27 years ago, it seemed they 
were a perfect match. It was 
only recently, though, that the 
couple learned just how true that 
really was.
   Zavier, who has been suffer-
ing from chronic kidney disease, 
needed a kidney transplant. 
Although highly unusual, the 
spouses turned out to be a per-
fect match, having the exact 
same blood group.
   “We’ve always been a compat-
ible couple,” jokes Anita who 
donated her kidney to Zavier 
this past October, saving him 
from a life of daily dialysis.
   Siblings typically have the 
highest chance - 25% - of be-
ing an "exact match" for a living 
donor so Zavier and Anita were 

surprised and thrilled to hear 
they had matching blood types 
and antigens.
   “We really were meant to be 
together in more ways than 
one,” says Zavier who is doing 
really well and grateful to his 
bride for the organ donation.
   The couple say with each pass-
ing day, they’re feeling better 
together. “While not genetically 
related, the emotionally-related 
kidneys from spouses function 
just as well,” explains Michael J. 
Goldstein, M.D., FACS, director 
of Abdominal Organ Transplant 
at Hackensack University Medi-
cal Center’s Division of Organ 
Transplantation. “Hackensack 
University Medical Center had 
the fastest growing living do-
nor program in the US. in 2021. 
Our comprehensive living donor 
program offers several benefits. 
Kidneys from living donors last 

longer – almost twice as long 
– function better, and may take 
place once the donor and recipi-
ent are medically cleared.”
   Both retired now, Anita and 
Zavier spend their days watch-
ing their 20-month-old grand-
daughter, Arica. “So in a sense 
we’re still working together as 
day care providers,” quipped 
Anita, who said her husband 
will be treating her to a vegan 
Taylor ham and egg sandwich 
from one of her favorite vegan 
restaurants this Valentine’s Day.

Beacon Grant *Photos Submitted

SOUTH AMBOY/SAYREVILLE - South Amboy Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks #784 Has selected two First responder 
Squads in our community, to be recipients from our Elks National 
Foundation Awards committee. The South Amboy Firs Aide Squad 
will receive a Grant & certificate for, $ 1,750.00 to replace supplies 
used during this Covid-19 pandemic. In photo (L to R): President 
Rob Sekersk, LT. Kim Seber, Life Member James Ryan, and Elks 
National Foundation Chairman Valentine Tarr
    The Second Grant & Certificate for $ 1,750.00 will be awarded to 
Sayreville Emergency Squad for the purchase of a new AED unit (L 
to R) are: Squad Captain Kevin Ott, South Amboy Elks National 
Foundation Chairman Valentine Tarr, and Squad President Dexter 
Thomas 
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Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

PERTH AMBOY – American Springs Grand Opening W.H.B. Briant & Son's Garage, Sheridan Street 

circa 1920's.                                                    *Photo Courtesy the Perth Amboy Free Public Library

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

A.C. Bus Trip
San Salvador Seniors
PERTH AMBOY - The San 
Salvador Seniors are spon-
soring a bus trip to Resorts 
Casino in Atlantic City on 
Thursday, March 3, 2022. 
Bus will depart from behind 
St. Stephen's Church (St. 
John Paul II) Parking Lot 
on Mechanic Street, Perth 
Amboy at 11 a.m. Cost: $35 
per person; $20 back in slot 
play For more information, 
call Joe at 732-826-0819. 
Masks are required to be 
worn on the bus.
   You Must Reserve Your 
Seat!
   You must pay with exact 
amount of ticket and before 
you board the bus. We will not 
be able to give out change.

Remember to 

Say Your

Novenas!

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 
Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or at the 
Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth Amboy - 732-442-3000 
or at: www.amazon.com  A Great Gift! Get it now along with 
Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

Have a
Special Pet?

E-mail us your Pet 

Photos to Amboy-

Guardian@gmail.com 

with Pet of the Week 

in the Subject line and 

explain why your pet is 

special. Please include 

Name and Phone# for 
verification.

Pets of the Week 

PERTH AMBOY - Please open your heart and home to Leland 
rescued from the State Street apartments of Perth Amboy. He 
needs love and a chance. This kitty or another will be waiting 
patiently for you. Can't adopt, then become a foster. Each kitty is 
fixed, vaccinated to age, dewormed, deflead, tested for FIV and 
leukemia, microchipped and fully vetted.   Visit Allforthepaws.
org for adoption application and email to Vmoralespps@yahoo.
com. Donation fee applies. Upon approved application, adoption 
will take place at adopter’s home. Rescue will transport. Text 
1.732.486.6382 for questions. 

Friends of the 
Library Meeting
PERTH AMBOY – The Friends 
of Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library are having a meeting 
at the Children's Library, 196 
Jefferson Street, Perth Amboy 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 at 6 
p.m. All are welcome to attend.

You’re Invited to 
Sunday Worship
PERTH AMBOY - Please join 
us on Sunday mornings:  9:00 
AM for English Worship and 
Sunday School; 10:30 AM for 
Hungarian Worship and Sun-
day School
   Rev. András Szász – Pastor; 
Organ Prelude - Richard Rus-
sell, Organist. We Extend an 
Open Invitation to All!
   Magyar Reformed Church, 
331 Kirkland Place, Perth Am-
boy, NJ - 732-442-7799; www.
mrchurchnj.org
   Parking behind the church on 
the Wilson Street side.

Wind Creek 
Casino Trip
Good Shepherd

Seniors
HOPELAWN - Good Shepherd 
Seniors is sponsoring a bus trip 
to Wind Creek Casino, Bethle-
hem, Pennsylvania on Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022, Cost is $40 with 
$20 back in play. Bus leaves our 
parking lot at 10:00 a.m. For 
more information, please call 
Connie at 732-442-4978.

Hungarian 
Homemade
Nut Rolls

WOODBRIDGE – Sponsored 
by the Lorantffy Women’s 
Guild of the Calvin Hungarian 
Reformed Church, Corner of 
School and N. James Streets, 
Woodbridge. Each individually 
hand rolled. Made from the best 
ingredients. Each weighing 1 lb. 
8 oz. Available in: English Wal-
nut, Poppyseed, Prune-Lekvar, 
Apricot, Raspberry-Seedless, 
and Pumpkin-Cheese. Price 
$18 each. Deadline for orders is 
Sunday, March 20, 2022. Pick-
up date: Saturday, April 9, be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the 
Fellowship Hall of the Church. 
Please use the Ross Street En-
trance. All orders must be paid 
in full upon ordering. Please 
call: Florette Pastor: 732-636-
2868 or Audrey Marciniak: 732-
494- 1431. 

Fresh
Hungarian

Kolbasz Sale
WOODBRIDGE - Made by the 
members of the Calvin Hungar-
ian Reformed Church, Corner 
of School and N. James Streets 
of Woodbridge on Saturday, 
April 9, 2022.  Place your orders 
with Audrey Marciniak: 732-
494-1431 or Florette Pastor: 
732-636-2868. Price: $7 per lb. 
Deadline for orders: Saturday, 
March 26, 2022. Orders may 
be picked up at the Fellowship 
Hall, Ross Street Entrance on 
Saturday, April 9, 2022, be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. If you 
are ordering Nut Rolls, you can 
also place your order for Kol-
basz at the same time. Please 
pay by separate checks.
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PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

  

 

 

MIDDLETOWN - Garage was converted into a family 
room, buyer need to do due diligence. $439,000

PERTH AMBOY - A great opportunity to own this cozy 
house. Single family home with three bedrooms. $269,000

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

 

PERTH AMBOY - Great opportunity to become your own 

boss. Located in downtown Business area. All equipment in-

cluded on sale. Central air. $100,000

Call Petra and 

Start Packing!

PERTH AMBOY - Well maintained 2 family house, hospi-
tal section, and minutes away from NYC. Showings begin 
1/17/2022. $480,000

PERTH AMBOY - Very clean two family close to high 
school and most public transportation, off street parking, 
separated utilities, and much more. A must see. $454,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great condition two family. Front 
house 4brs, 1.5 bath, living-room and kitchen. 2nd house 
is located in the rear features 1 bedroom, kitchen, bath 
and living-room. Separated utilities including water. 
$389,000

PERTH AMBOY - Sold As is. Buyer is responsible C/O. 
$395,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great 2 family investment opportunity in 
Perth Amboy, good condition, fully rented, separated utilities. 
$375,000

EDISON - Don't miss this opportunity to own this move in ready 
1-bedroom mobile home built in 1990. Home sold partially fur-
nished! Monthly land fee of $917/month includes sewer/water, 
garbage removal and common area maintenance. Must be ap-
proved by Edgewood Properties Management. $34,000

Perla Seballos

Realtor/Agent

Congratulations to

Perla Seballos

for being the #1 Agent

for the Month of January!


