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Press Release 9/24/19
PERTH AMBOY – Perth Amboy Public School District leaders, students and the Perth Amboy Board of 
Education celebrated the Grand Opening of the Rose M. Lopez Elementary School with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony joined by the New Jersey School Development Authority, state and local officials and family 
members of Rose M. Lopez. 
   “The opening of the New Rose M. Lopez Elementary School will provide students of the Perth Amboy 
Public School District access to a state-of-the-art educational facility that will provide exemplary re-
sources to achieve greater standards of academic excellence,” said Dr. David A. Roman, Superintendent 
of the Perth Amboy School District. “I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all stakehold-
ers who have worked collaboratively in helping to establish a vibrant educational facility supporting the 
academic and social and emotional development of our students.” 
Rose M. Lopez Elementary School has been designated as the District’s second stand-alone dual lan-
guage school, servicing approximately 800 students in kindergarten through second grade. The 3-story, 
128,000-square-foot facility includes 38 classrooms, 6 small group instruction rooms, four basic skills/
ESL/resource rooms, a science demonstration room, a speech room, vocal and instrumental music rooms, 
a computer lab, a gymnasium, a media center, a cafeteria, a multipurpose room with stage and outdoor 
play and learning areas. 
   “SDA-constructed schools, like the Rose M. Lopez Elementary School, provide educational spaces and 
resources needed to enhance the educational opportunities for generations of students,” said Manuel Da 
Silva, SDA Interim CEO. “Today’s ribbon cutting ceremony affords us the opportunity to recognize the 
school district, state and local officials who partnered with us to make a positive impact in the lives of 
Perth Amboy students as we strive to address the overcrowding needs in the district.”
The Perth Amboy Public School District has two of the only public, free-standing dual language schools 
in the state of New Jersey servicing students in grades kindergarten through seventh grade. Rose M. 
Lopez Elementary School officially opened its doors to students on Thursday, September 4, 2019.

It Got Ugly
9/25/19 Council Meeting

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – During the 
public comments on agenda 
items, resident Stanley Si-
erakowski questioned R-417-
9/19 – A contract with Norris, 
McLaughlin, and Marcus, LLP 
for continued legal services in 
the matter of Perth Amboy vs. 
Catel Inc. in the amount not to 
exceed $100,000.
   He asked, “What is the issue?”
   Law Director King responded, 
“It’s a continuation of the li-
brary litigation.”
   Sierakowski suggested, “Be-
fore doing a contract, there 
should be a binding contract ne-
gotiation.”
   The next speaker to come 
up was lawyer Billy Delgado, 
whose position as chief pros-
ecutor was defunded. He first 
told the Council that 5 minutes 
was not enough time for him to 
speak. 
   Councilman Helmin Caba re-
sponded, “You were invited to 
our closed session meeting.”
   Delgado spoke up, “I was not 
informed about that.” He then 
went on to explain how he was 
appointed as chief prosecutor. 
“I was appointed on July 17, 
2017. We had one prosecutor for 
5 court sessions. I said I would 
take the position only if I had a 
team. With this position being 
defunded, a lot of cases will be 
dismissed because of not hav-
ing enough prosecutors. We 
also have bilingual personnel, 
and our revenue on Thursdays 
was $8,500. You (the Council) 
don’t understand what goes on 
in court when you are not there. 
The assignment judge runs the 
court. One prosecutor can’t cov-
er the courts.”
   Council President William 
Petrick then asked Delgado if 
he could come back at the next 
Caucus Meeting and do a pre-
sentation.
   Businesswoman and resident 
Sharon Hubberman came up to 
speak next to discuss R-415 and 
R-416 which dealt with placing 
a lien on properties for charges 
incurred by the Department of 
Public Works. She found these 
liens to be very interesting. 
“Can these liens be done on any 
property owing $10 or more?” 
She also stated, “It says that 
there will be any default on any 
payments as of November 11th, 
but a property owner has un-
til that day to make a payment. 
It’s illegal to put them on a tax 
sale list prior to that date. Sup-

pose a property owner dies be-
fore then? I believe it’s illegal. 
I have serious issues and late 
notices should be sent prior to 
putting properties on a tax sale 
list.”
   Law Director Peter King re-
sponded, “These two resolu-
tions are for Code Enforcement 
cleanups of the properties and 
not water bills.”
   Business Administrator Carr 
further explained, “It’s state 
statute, and it’s the law. The list 
you are talking about are accel-
erated tax sales. These resolu-
tions are abandoned property 
tax sales.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon then 
spoke up, “We had a person 
who came to a meeting who 
owed millions on their prop-
erty.”
   Carr explained, “This prop-
erty (Anchor Marine) went into 
foreclosure. The Armory Res-
taurant has a lien.”
   Resident Alan Silber came 
up next. He still had concerns 
about R-418 where there was 
a change to the name of Peter 
King’s law firm. Silber insisted, 
“This is a completely different 
law firm. Was there an RFP sub-
mitted?”
   King responded, “There was 
a new RFP submitted under a 
new name.”
   Silber also asked, “Why was 
Billy Delgado allowed to speak 
on something not on the agen-
da?”
   King responded, “He was 
asked to come here to speak to-
night.”
   Council President Petrick con-
firmed that the Council had in-
vited Delgado. 
   Silber then questioned, “Then 
why didn’t you allow him to 
speak?”
   King spoke up to clarify the 
prosecutor’s position, “The 
prosecutor comes under the 
Law Director. I’m getting 
something together to present to 
the Council numberwise. There 
used to be two prosecutors. One 
resigned, then we decided to go 
back to two prosecutors.”
   Nancy Diaz came up to speak 
next. She said, “I am an activ-
ist and I live in Sayreville. This 
is not a good time for Latinos 
when we are demeaned every 
day. It’s not good when other 
Latinos support a man who 
likes or makes misogynist posts 
and support white supremacy 
and demeans countries that 
have large Latino populations. 

It’s disgraceful of anybody who 
supports such vile posts.”
   Councilman Helmin Caba 
spoke up, “I never said those 
things. In 2016, those things 
(social media posts) were used 
for political gains. Petrick had 
posts from all political parties 
and views: Democrat and Re-
publican. These posts were held 
for two years and Petrick was 
even elected Council President, 
so let’s knock this off.  Mayor 
Diaz is just using this to di-
vide the community. In 2012, 
the Mayor accused Delgado of 
supporting someone who made 
misogynist comments. What is 
bad is the Mayor proposing a 
5% tax increase.”
   Resident Stanley Sierakowski 
came up and asked about the 
Anchor Marine property. “Who 
are the owners and the princi-
ples? $2.3 million over 20 years 

has not been collected. It didn’t 
go into foreclosure until 25 
years. The assessment should 
have gone up on that property. 
Kushner did get the additional 
acres.” 
   Carr responded, “I resent that 
you said I had no integrity. This 
happened 35 years ago.”
   Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
addressed Sierakowski, “You 
said you’ve done so much re-
search on this property and all 
that time you couldn’t find out 
who the owners were?”
   Resident Debbie Foley came 
up next. She stated, “This is to-
tally disgusting. I’m white, but I 
feel like I’ve been discriminated 
against. All I hear is Latino, La-
tino, Latino. This is a bunch of 
crap. We need to become a com-
munity again. All you do is call 
each other names and we are the 
laughingstock of the state. We 

need a 3% tax increase because 
of our sewer systems. We are 
not fixing the problem. We lost 
a prosecutor and Code Enforce-
ment Officer whom we need. 
Forget this Facebook crap! 
Look at all the crime we have.”
   Another resident  whose first 
name is Elizabeth came up to 
speak, “I am just as disgusted 
as the last speaker. We are sup-
posed to teach our children 
to give back to the commu-
nity. Mr. Petrick has a vendetta 
against these four women. You 
can’t run a business without 
raising taxes. Put those people 
back in those positions and de-
fund Mr. Petrick. The internet 
is forever. You want to claim 
me as a deduction? We will pro-
test as long as you (Petrick) are 
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Humane Society from the 
United States County Leader 
(Union County, NJ) Volun-
teer Larry Cohen speaks at 
the 9/18/19 Council Meeting 
*Photo by Katherine Massopust

Volunteers Needed to Help Children in Foster Care
MIDDLESEX COUNTY - Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Middlesex County is 
seeking volunteers to advocate for children in foster care. On any given night, about 250 children 
from Middlesex County are sleeping in foster homes or other out-of-home placements due to abuse 
or neglect. Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) are working to serve more of these children 
each year.
   CASA volunteers are appointed by a judge to speak for a child’s best interests. They meet with 
the child and learn about their circumstances, then share information and recommendations with the 
judge. CASA volunteers come from all walks of life and diverse backgrounds, with no special experi-
ence or education needed. Applicants must be at least 21 years of age, pass background checks and 
have compassion, objectivity and commitment to children.
   CASA volunteers work closely with an abused or neglected child or sibling group, advocating for 
their best interests. Essentially, CASA volunteers “speak up” for these children in the court, making 
sure they are safe and well-cared for, are getting the services they need and are placed in a permanent, 
safe, nurturing home as quickly as possible. 
   If you are interested in volunteering, or need more information visit our website, casaofmiddlesex-
county.org/volunteer.
CASA of Middlesex County is non-profit dedicated to standing up for the needs of children living in 
foster care, advocating for these children through the hard work of trained volunteers who are as-
signed to a child or sibling group.

Ordinance Prohibiting Puppy Mill Dogs and 
Cats Sales

9/18/19 Council Meeting
By: Katherine Massopust
SOUTH AMBOY –Humane 
Society from the United States 
County Leader (Union County, 
NJ) Volunteer Larry Cohen ad-
dressed the Council regarding 
Ordinance #20-2019 - Pro-
hibiting the sale of puppy mill 
dogs and kittens which was in-
troduced on first reading and 
advertised for second reading 
which is scheduled for the Octo-
ber 16, 2019 Meeting.
   “I’ve been a volunteer for 3 
years. I’ve been retired for 3 
years, and I came to know the 
horrors of puppy mills,” stated 
Cohen. “This ordinance is wel-
come. 137 Communities in New 
Jersey have laws prohibiting the 
sale of dogs and cats. 2 states 
have made it state law. It’s go-
ing mainstream. If you go to 
www.puppymillspetstores.com, 
there’s a ton of information.”
   Cohen continued, “There are a 
couple of pet store owners that 
bombard you with information. 
Their goal is to confuse or over-
come you. If you run into that 
instance - I did want to warn 
you. They come on strong. It’s 
a worthwhile cause. It’s easier 
to come into a town when you 
don’t have a store in town sell-
ing dogs and cats. There’s plenty 
of ways to get a dog or cat from 
a shelter or a reputable breeder. 
A responsible breeder will never 
sell a dog to a pet store.”
   Councilman Thomas Reilly 
stated, “I read about plenty of 
horror shows.”
   Cohen then added, “There are 
some people who operate fake 
rescues. They take the same 
dogs from puppy mills and laun-
der them.”
  Council President Mickey 
Gross stated, “I applaud what 
you do for our furry friends.”
   After Cohen spoke, the remain-
der of the business portion of the 
Meeting continued. Regarding 
Resolution R-153-2019 – Reso-
lution Authorizing grant appli-
cation to Middlesex County De-
partment of Planning, Division 
of Solid Waste Management 
for Recycling Center Signage. 
Council President Gross stated 
that this is a program that South 
Amboy appeals for grants from 
Middlesex County Department 
of Planning. “Different munici-
palities apply for the grants.” 
   Council President Gross want-
ed to make it clear that even 

though he is employed by the 
Middlesex County Department 
of Planning that he personally 
stays out of the loop of who gets 
these grants and these monies 
are determined by other indi-
viduals. “I am abstaining from 
the vote on R-153. I want that 
clear.”
   R-156 – 2019 - Resolution 
Appointing Camille Tooker to 
SARA (South Amboy Rede-
velopment Organization) and 
R-157 – 2019 – Resolution Au-
thorizing Mayor to sign NJDEP 
TWA Grant Application for 
Lighthouse Point. 
   City Clerk Debra Brooks stat-
ed that R-157 was time sensi-
tive.   
   Business Administrator Glenn 
Skarzynski explained R-157, 
“It’s a matter of approval for 
150 ft. of new piping, for expla-
nation to go to the DEP (Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion).”
   Law Director Francis Wom-
ack stated, “No township mon-
ey is being used. It is being paid 
for by the developer.” 
   Councilwoman Zussette Dato 
asked, “Has the project been ap-
proved by the Planning Board?”
   B.A. Skarzynski answered, 
“I’m not sure.”
   Law Director Womack then 
added, “If they didn’t have ap-
proved, it wouldn’t be time sen-
sitive.”
   Councilwoman Dato then 
said, “If we’re being told if it’s 
time sensitive, can we vote by 
email? (when more information 
is given)?”
   Skarzynski called the Plan-
ning Board Secretary to clarify 
the matter, but Gross then stated 
that he felt it was better to pull 
the Resolution. “There are too 
many questions.”
   Resolutions R-150 thru 
R-152, R-154, R-155 and R-158 
were all passed unanimously. 
For R-153, Council President 
Gross abstained. The Resolu-
tion passed. R-156 and R-157 
were both pulled to be put on 
the agenda for the October 2, 
2019 Business Meeting for fur-
ther discussion. Oridance #18-
2019 – An Ordinance adopt-
ing the enforcement of Title 
39 Entitled, “Motor Vehicles 
and Traffic Regulations” on the 
property located at 611 Bor-
dentown Avenue in the City of 
South Amboy. Was moved by 

Council Vice-President Chris-
tine Noble and seconded by 
Councilman Brian McLaughlin. 
It passed unanimously. 
   For Ordinances #19-2019 thru 
#23-2019, including #20 (Pup-
py Mills) all passed on the First 
Reading unanimously. 
   Regarding the South Amboy 
ArtFest (Sunday, September 22, 
2019) it was noted to thank Ca-
mille Tooker who spearheaded 
the event and the hard work that 
Joan Convery and Mary Zarrow 
that made the Arts Festival hap-
pen. 
   Council Comments: Council-
woman Dato spoke about the 
Scarecrow Contest. “Kids can 
pick-up a scarecrow to take 
home and decorate to be re-
turned to the Y for hanging and 
voting around town on the SA 
Arts Facebook page.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross announced the 2020 St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade Honorees: 
Grand Marshal  -  Tim and Kar-
en Woziak; Deputy Grand Mar-
shal  -  Larry Parsons
Honorary Grand Marshal  -  
Dennis Kelly; Special Honored 
Guests  -  Karen Robson & 
Mary Squaro; Congratulations 
to all our 2020 St. Patrick's Day 
Parade Honorees. The Parade 
will be on Sunday, March 15, 
2020.
   Councilman Thomas Reilly 
wanted to put the word out that 
the South Amboy First Aide 
Squad and Fire Department was 
looking for members and any-
one interested should come to 
City Hall. It was noted that any-
one interested will be directed 
whom to speak to.
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Photos by the Bay
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots

Photo Restoration/Digitization/Graphic Design

www.photosbythebay.com

All your Photography 
Needs Under One Roof

732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

It Got Ugly
9/25/19 Council Meeting

here. You (Petrick) don’t belong 
in our community and you nev-
er will!”
   Jeanette Rios whose position 
as Mayor’s Aide was defunded 
came up next. She addressed 
Councilman Helmin Caba and 
told him, “You agree with Pet-
rick. Why defund us to move us 
to another position? And now 
it’s okay to move us elsewhere? 
Mr. Petrick had a political po-
sition and we won’t forget it. 
Your binder for the budget has 
not been picked up yet.”
   Councilman Caba responded, 
“We took into consideration the 
taxpayers as a whole.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
spoke up, “If you want respect, 
then you have to give us re-
spect.”
   Yvette Rios, whose position 
in Code Enforcement was de-
funded came up to speak, “Ms. 
Tejeda is correct. We have to 
show respect. It was Mr. Petrick 
who decided who was being de-
funded. I have the documents. 
There has never been a council 
in the state who has defunded 
positions. This is a first. As of 
September 30th, we don’t have 
a job. You are replacing po-
lice officers – not hiring more. 
We’re not taking care of them. 
We have an open position for 
a supervisor in Code Enforce-
ment. I was told that a female 
could not fill this position. We 
are disappointed in you, Mr. Pa-
bon. And Mr. Caba – you need 
to grow up. To Ms. Tejeda – he 
is using you to destroy Hispan-
ics and women.”
   Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
translated for the next speaker, 
Antonio Merino who spoke 
only in Spanish. He resides on 
First Street and stated he was a 

bishop. “I am happy to do this 
meeting because the Mayor is 
here. I heard a decision could 
not be made without the leader 
being here. The budget will be 
tripled. These women solve the 
problems of the City. With all 
of your work, you don’t know 
what they do. Consider the se-
niors at Olive Street. You want 
to divide us and diminish the 
Mayor’s position.”
   Councilman Caba responded 
to Merino’s comments, “You 
are mixing religion and politics. 
You are going to use your posi-
tion as a religious leader to di-
minish us (the council).”
   Maria Peralta who lives on 
State Street came up next. She 
spoke only in Spanish and 
Councilman Irizarry translated. 
“I am here for the three women 
and thought it was good for our 
community to raise taxes. These 
women supported me, and it’s 
not good having this fighting. I 
work for the community. I think 
it’s against these women. Why 
did you only take Lissette who 
has worked for the city for 28 
years?  She has been working 
for our seniors. I witnessed her 
work with them, and they are 
not happy with Lissette leaving. 
You all supported the Mayor 
before, except for Milady who 
is new. I believe changing their 
positions is not right if they will 
make the same money.”
  28-year employee Lissette 
Martinez, whose position is be-
ing defunded came up to speak 
next. “Petrick called us useless 
and I wish that Milady had told 
Petrick to respect us.” Marti-
nez then addressed Councilman 
Caba and told him, “In 2016, 
Helmin, you came to us.” 
   Councilman Caba responded, 
“I never came to you.”
   Martinez continued, “I sup-
ported you (Caba) because you 

came to me. I had supported 
you all. You all use these meet-
ings to run for 2020. I didn’t say 
anything against you guys. I’m 
hurt because of what you’re do-
ing to me after I and my family 
supported you all. I urge you 
all to try to run that senior cen-
ter and have to write all those 
grants. You know that I do my 
work.”
   Sharon Hubberman came up 
next, “I give you all (the coun-
cil) credit for listening to all 
of this. America has no color. 
America is all of us. All we 
have here is vitriol. Where is the 
vitriol when we discuss the bad 
water? We are in debt. Who is 
in charge? The administration. 
It is up to her (the Mayor) to 
hire people. We are not seeing 
the money from the PILOTS. I 
propose that politics should not 
be involved in running the city. 
I was called a racist and a chau-
vinist by the Mayor at the NAC-
CP Mayoral Debate (in 2016). 
I’ve been talking about the wa-
ter situation since 2016 and we 
need to focus on the quality of 
life.”
   As Hubberman spoke, some 
of the audience members were 
booing her. 
   Noelia Colon who is presently 
the public information officer 
came up to speak, “The Coun-
cil doesn’t have the power to 
defund us. We have the quali-
fication and credentials for our 
positions. Civil Service does 
not recognize your power. Why 
don’t you forfeit your stipends 
to save money?”
   Mayor Diaz came up to speak, 
“You accepted a 3.7% budget. 
You misled the facts.”
   Petrick responded, “5.4% was 
presented to us in the begin-
ning.”
   Law Director Carr responded, 
“It went from 5.4% to 3.7%.”

   Mayor Diaz continued, “You 
voted to accept 3.7%. No as-
sessments were done for over 
300 employees. You arbitrarily 
decided to defund these women. 
Some of them were here before 
I became Mayor. I did not know 
about these meetings or conver-
sations that took place in 2016 
(about who will become Coun-
cil President). The posts (Pet-
rick’s Facebook page) came to 
my attention in 2018. I am stay-
ing focused on building up busi-
nesses and the community.”
   Resident Alan Silber came up 
to speak. He spoke about a po-
lice officer who made $100,000 
a year. “He drove the mayor 
to an event in New York. Les-
lie Dominguez (Former P.A. 
Dem Chair) was a Puerto Ri-
can woman who didn’t support 
the Mayor. What does Lissette 
Martinez do for her seniors 
at election time? She said she 
didn’t want to be political, but 
she was a challenger (during 
an election). Two Puerto Rican 
women left the city because 
they weren’t on the mayor’s 
team. They never went to a po-
litical function. President Lin-
coln was a Congressman from 
Illinois. He served only one 
term because he was against 
the American - Mexican War. 
Maybe people came here to try 
to get a city job. Sharon Hub-
berman was bullied while she 
was talking.”
   After Silber made that com-
ment, Hubberman shouted out, 
“Nobody bullies me!”
    Billy Delgado came up to 
speak, “I was disrespected 
when invited to speak before 
the council and was not given 
additional time when the time 
was up. I haven’t been to a 
meeting for two years. It’s the 
same misinformation and ev-
erything falls apart. Issues are 

not being faced and depart-
ments are in disarray. What do 
you expect if you invite people 
to speak and they are not given 
enough time? No one called the 
assignment judge about my po-
sition being defunded. I know 
because I talked to him. I came 
here in good faith and I fail to 
see leadership.”
   Councilman Caba responded, 
“This is embarrassing to the 
City of Perth Amboy that we 
are in this predicament because 
of the mismanagement of the 
administration. Can you imag-
ine what would happen if we 
didn’t get state funding? The 
school funding is $300 million, 
and we pay $25 million of it. 
We don’t have multiple busi-
nesses. Little people can’t pay 
high taxes and that’s why we 
have illegal housing. We did the 
right thing by having a small tax 
increase. This has been politi-
cal since 2012. Our prosecutor 
was a victim then. It shouldn’t 
be about race. Morale is down 
in all departments and I don’t 
want to say who they blame. We 
have barely 100 police officers. 
Is this going to continue every 
meeting? The 1% increase is 
better than the 2.5% increase 
and up. The important mat-
ters should be the sewers and 
crime.”
   Councilman Irizarry spoke 
up, “What was gained today? 
People can express themselves. 
It didn’t work if you wanted to 
change anyone’s minds. I’m not 
saying you should not be an-
gry or upset for losing jobs. It’s 
time for us to move on and take 
care of serious issues. The last 
9 months have been difficult for 
the public and those involved. 
The council, our employees, 
and the city are demoralized. 
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The Game is Over

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

What do you think? Send us a response!

City Council Election 2014
*File Photo by Carolyn Maxwell 10/19/2014

Gun Regulation
   A recent letter called for “strict 
firearms laws” to save lives, and 
quoted CDC statistics. Were 
neighboring states like Penn-
sylvania, Vermont, and New 
Hampshire omitted to stack the 
results? Since all states have 
democratic governments why 
do they have different laws? Is 
there something that can’t be 
mentioned? Rural areas have 
less crime than densely populat-
ed cities. Firearms are used for 
pest control and hunting.
    In 1968, a time of turmoil, 
Congress passed a Gun Control 

Act. There were 15,000 violent 
firearms deaths that year (8,000 
suicides, 7,000 murders). After 
25 years this number escalated 
to 30,000 deaths. No lives were 
saved by this strict firearms 
law! If a law has unintended 
consequences shouldn’t it be 
abolished or changed?
   I recommend doing your own 
research and not believing in 
unverified claims from Gun 
Prohibitionists. Statistics for an 
entire state distorts the figures 
for a particular area.

Ronald A. Sobieraj

The Perth Amboy 
Way

   As we all know by now, the 
old Naval Training Center on 
Front Street was torn down for 
something new. But what? Well, 
there's talk going around town 
there might be condos going 
up on that property. This is just 

talk, but it wouldn't surprise us. 
Yes, build baby! Build! Pack 
them in and bring in those new 
voters: "Waterfront Property". 
Yes, buy them now and then 
turn them over to "Affordable 
Housing (Sec-8)”. It's the Perth 
Amboy way.

Orlando “Wildman” Perez

City Council Election 2014
*File Photo Submitted 2014

   The game is over. Even a blind 
man can see it. 
   May 2008: Wilda Diaz, Fer-
nando Gonzalez, and Ken Balut 
defeated 18-year incumbent 
Mayor Joe Vas in a surprise up-
set landslide victory of 58% to 
42%. Fast-Forward: Novem-
ber 6, 2012: Mayor Diaz gets 
reelected with running mates 
Fernando Irizarry and Lisa Nan-
ton. Neither Irizarry nor Nanton 
had ran for a Council Seat be-
fore. Fast-Forward November 
2016: Mayor Wilda Diaz is re-
elected for a 3rd term. Running 
mate Fernando Irizarry was re-
elected, and Helmin Caba was 
elected for Council. Caba had 
previously run unsuccessfully 
for Council in 2014.
   Here is the thread: All the 
people who were running mates 
of Wilda Diaz secured a seat 
on the Council. I believe those 
candidates knew that Diaz had 
the star power and the backing 
(take it any way you want to) to 
help them secure a seat on the 
Council. 
   Let’s fast-forward to the last 

couple of years where it got ri-
diculous. At the last Council 
Meeting, all I heard from both 
sides of the podium was: “You 
are a liar! You are a liar!” This 
had to do with secret meetings 
and accusations being hurled by 
some council members and the 
Mayor that flew left and right.
   Personally, I’m not on Face-
book. When I do look on Face-
book, it’s on a public page. I’ve 
yet to have an account or to be 
“friends” with anybody. Face-
book can be great to share infor-
mation, but when you get to in-
sulting parts, it gets really nasty. 
To tell you the truth, there have 
been people on both sides of the 
fence who have engaged in a lot 
of nastiness. 
   People have come before the 
Council and have made com-
ments and talked about people 
who were City employees and 
had made derogatory comments 
about Perth Amboy residents. 
I think the whole world knows 
about the comments and post-
ings on Council President Pet-
rick’s Facebook pages. 

   Here’s a little fact that people 
try to hide – sometimes some 
of the most derogatory com-
ments made about certain ethnic 
groups are made by those of the 
same ethnic group!
   On one of my trips to Mexico, 
I remember saying a tour driver 
that he was driving too fast and 
that he might hit some of the 
pedestrians. He said to me that 
he would be doing the govern-
ment a favor because there are 
too many people here. I was 
taken aback. You want to hear 
some really derogatory com-
ments, and I don’t want to put 
people in a pigeonhole, but it’s 
lovely hearing some young peo-
ple walking out down the street 
after school referring to people 
with the “N” word. Isn’t that 
lovely?
   I have a friend who had an ex-
pression: “Here’s a dollar. Go 
buy yourself a clue.” 
   Some people should have a 
handful of dollars in their fist.
   In 2018, there was a big blow-
out pertaining Council Presi-
dent Bill Petrick's Facebook 
page where he liked some posts 
that were sent to him. Mayor 
Diaz responded with a rally at 
City Hall Circle where a small 
group of  people were protest-
ing with signs and speeches 
were made demanding Petrick’s 
resignation.
   This year there were protests 
again inside and outside City 
Hall and Petrick's business.
   Then there was a woman who 
worked for Governor Phil Mur-
phy who made derogatory com-

ments about certain religious 
groups and there was silence. 
Some of our leaders should 
have called her out on it. She 
was part of a group that would 
support Mayor Diaz. 
   Despite all the protests against 
Petrick to resign. Guess what? 
He and his running mates had a 
decisive victory over their op-
ponents including the Diaz en-
dorsed tickets. This is the first 
time that Diaz’s candidates for 
the Board of Education and the 
Council did not win a single 
seat.
   Here’s the bottom line: Ap-
parently, the voters do not have 
time for all of this nonsense go-
ing on. You can scream misog-
yny, racism, sexism, whatever. 
The people spoke at that elec-
tion loud and clear. They were 
over it. Enough already!
   We know what is going on 
with these games, (positions be-
ing defunded). It’s called tit for 
tat.
   People came up to speak and 
said that its Puerto Rican wom-
en who are being discriminated 
against. All of the people who 
worked in the Mayor’s Office 
had been Puerto Rican women, 
except for the late Marian Bre-
han (former Mayor’s Secretary 
who was already in place). Ev-
ery other person in that position 
after Brehan was a Latina wom-
an. Other than that, the only 
men in the Mayor’s Office were 
Hector Bonilla and Irving Loza-
da who were both the Mayor’s 
Aides. Many people felt it was 
unnecessary when a Chief of 
Staff position was established 
with a considerable salary at-
tached to it.
   It was stated at the last Coun-
cil Meeting of the over 400 City 
employees, over 300 are His-
panic.

   I can understand these wom-
en being frustrated about be-
ing moved to another position. 
There have been other City em-
ployees that were transferred 
to other departments from po-
sitions they really liked. It had 
nothing to do with defunding. 
I would not be surprised if in 
a few months those women 
would be right back in the office 
that they were in maybe under a 
new title.
   When I worked for the phone 
company, there was several 
times when I had to be relo-
cated because of restructuring 
of departments. One department 
was being moved from New 
Jersey to Colorado. This depart-
ment had around 30 employees. 
These employees had the op-
tion if they wanted to keep their 
jobs in that department, all they 
had to do was move to Aurora, 
Colorado. About 15 employees 
opted to do so, while the rest of 
them decided to find positions 
elsewhere either within or out 
of the company.
   So, here we go again. With the 
protests, the signs, the shouting, 
misogynists, white supremacy, 
no justice – no peace, racists, 
etc. 
   Many people are struggling in 
their own situations. Look at all 
of the temporary agencies that 
we have in town. Sometimes it's 
hard for people to sympathize, 
especially knowing you will 
still will be gainfully employed.
   I remember all those success-
ful Latina businesswomen that 
were with Diaz in the beginning 
that I no longer see. 
   2020 is just around the cor-
ner. I wouldn’t be surprised if a 
Darkhorse candidate comes in 
and rises to the top. People get 
fed up. Remember 2016. Let’s 
see how this all plays out. C.M.
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Proprietary 

House Open
PERTH AMBOY - The Pro-
prietary House, the last official 
Royal Governor’s residence 
still standing in the original 13 
colonies, is open every Wednes-
day from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
for tea and tours.  Tea  is served 
in our atmospheric candle-lit 
wine cellar, and includes our de-
licious homemade desserts and 
assorted teas. A $10 donation, 
$5 for children under 12, covers 
both the tea and a mansion. 
   Although the house is still in 
the process of being restored, 
some rooms have been newly 
decorated. Go back in time and 
learn about William Franklin 
and other residents of the house. 
It’s a perfect way to spend a 
pleasant afternoon. The gift 
shop is also open.
   Groups are welcome, although 
reservations are required for 
groups over six people. The 
Proprietary House is located at 
149 Kearny Ave., Perth Amboy, 
NJ. Tel. 732-826-5527 E-mail: 
info@proprietaryhouse.org. 
Follow us on our website, www.
theproprietaryhouse.org and or/
Facebook. 

IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE.......................................... 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.

SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.

IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.

IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.

IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.

ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.

AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.

ANDERL & OAKLEY PC ................................................................ 309 MAPLE ST.

ANITA’S CORNER .........................................................................664 BRACE AVE.

THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.
BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738 STATE ST.

C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.

CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.

CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.

COPA DE ORO .................................................................................... 306 SMITH ST.

DULCE'S SWEETS......................................................222 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

DUNKIN DONUTS ........................................................................ 587 FAYETTE ST.
EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.

ELIZABETH CORNER ..................................................................... 175 HALL AVE.

FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.
FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.
HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.

INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.

JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.

JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.

KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.

LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.
LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.

LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.

MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ...............................................788 CONVERY BLVD.

PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.

PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.

PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.

PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.
QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.

QUICK STOP DELI .......................................................................814 AMBOY AVE.

QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.

QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.

RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.

SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.

SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.

SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.

SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.

SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.

TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 238 SMITH ST.

WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.
ZPA ...................................................................................................... 281 GRACE ST.

IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.

SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.

SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT .............................................................. 111 MAIN ST.

IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.

SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.

IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ......................................................100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 

CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY

COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.

KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY

KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY

SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.

WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY
IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.

MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.
NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.

REO DINER ....................................................................................392 AMBOY AVE.

ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
MON. Oct. 7 City Council, Caucus, 4:30 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

TUES. Oct. 8 BID, 4 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

  Library Board of Trustees, 5 p.m.

   Library , Jefferson St.
WED. Oct. 9 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

THURS. Oct. 17  Board of Education, 5:30 p.m.

   PAHS, Eagle Ave.

THURS. Oct. 24 Historic Preservation Commission, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

South Amboy
WED. Oct. 2 City Council, Business, 6 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

WED. Oct. 16 City Council, Regular 7 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

*Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on 
meeting times and places

Kearny 

Cottage Open
PERTH AMBOY - Come visit 
the historic home of Commo-
dore Lawrence Kearny. The 
Cottage is located at 63 Catalpa 
Ave, Perth Amboy, and is open 
on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. and the 
last Sunday of the month from 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. by appointment. 
The Kearny Cottage needs your 
help.  Anyone interested in join-
ing the Kearny Cottage Histori-
cal Society please contact 732-
293-1090. We are on the web!   
www.KearnyCottage.org

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Historic Surveyor 

General's Office
PERTH AMBOY - The His-
toric Surveyor General's Office, 
which is adjacent to Perth Am-
boy City Hall, is now open for 
tours. At one time, this structure 
was the meeting place of the 
East Jersey Board of Propri-
etors & housed their records. 
Presently the Surveyor Gener-
al's Office is displaying artifacts 
from the John Watson (1685-
1768) archaeological site along 
with other items from Perth 
Amboy's rich history. Perth 
Amboy history DVDs are also 
available.
   Free tours are available 
Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fri-
days from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Clubs, classrooms & 
groups are welcome. Come & 
view this newly restored build-
ing! 

Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz 

Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!

Do not think that any call or report is too small

Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Attention! Our Newspaper is available at 

Shop-Rite, Perth Amboy at the Courtesy Counter! 

Volunteer 

Firefighters 
Needed

PERTH AMBOY - The Perth 
Amboy Fire Department: Vol-
unteer Division needs members. 
Accepting men and women 
ages 18 years or older. Volun-
teers must be a Perth Amboy 
resident. For more information 
please contact 732-442-3430.
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Ribbon Cutting of the Rose M. Lopez School, 435 Seaman Ave., Perth Amboy 9/24/19
  *Photos by Paul W. Wang

Collage of Rose M. Lopez Awards and Accom-

plishments
Welcome to the Ribbon Cutting

Jose Lopez, Husband to Rose M. Lopez stands by 

a portrait of Rose

The Rose M. Lopez Elementary School
Master of Ceremonies 

Dr. Vivian Rodriguez 
The JROTC Leads the 

Pledge to the Flag
Superintendent Dr. 

David Roman

Acting Chair of the 

SDA Manuel Da Silva

Board of Education 

President Ken Puccio

Board of Education VP 

Tashi Vasquez
Mayor Wilda Diaz

Asm. Speaker

 Craig Coughlin
Asw. Yvonne Lopez

Rose M. Lopez Principal 

Edwin Nieves

Jose Lopez The Audience Unveiling the Plaque Ribbon Cutting

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – On a bright 
Tuesday morning, the table was 
set for the ribbon cutting of the 
Rose M. Lopez Dual Language 
Elementary School, 435 Sea-
man Ave. Assistant Superinten-
dent Dr. Vivian Rodriguez was 
Master of Ceremonies. She 
thanked everyone for coming. 
   Superintendent Dr. David Ro-
man came up to speak, “This 
school is for beautiful spaces. 
We have a robust bilingual pro-
gram. We are a celebrated dis-
trict. This symbolizes the real-
ization and expression of 
dreams. It’s important at a time 
where this nation struggles with 
inclusiveness. This school ex-
emplifies what we have to offer. 
It shines the light where our stu-
dent voices can be heard. Perth 
Amboy has the only two stand-
alone Dual Language Schools. 
The Rose M. Lopez School 
stands as an example to the 
State. This is the birth of an idea 
that has come together for a 
purpose. We’re committed for 
the new High School to open up 
in summer 2024.”

   Acting Chair of the SDA 
(School Development Authori-
ty) Manuel Da Silva came up to 
speak next. “What a wonderful 
day here in Perth Amboy. I’ve 
had the privilege of opening 4 
schools myself. Millions benefit 
from schools built by the SDA 
since its inception. This $56.4 
million school addresses over-
crowding needs. This effort will 
continue with the new PAHS. I 
want to thank Governor Murphy 
and his administration. This 
(building schools) also creates 
jobs for New Jersey’s construc-
tion industry. This is a great day 
for Perth Amboy, honoring Rose 
M. Lopez.”
   Board of Education President 
Ken Puccio spoke next, “Ten 
years ago, this district was down 
here. We have grown by leaps 
and bounds. We’re a lighthouse 
district. Our graduation rate has 
improved immensely. We’re 
lucky the SDA ahs invested 
around a half billion dollars in 
Perth Amboy. Ms. Lopez was an 
advocate for our kids and the 
community. I want to thank Dr. 
Roman and the past and present 

Board of Education Members.”
   Board of Education Vice Pres-
ident Tashi Vasquez spoke next. 
“Perth Amboy is a City of Firsts. 
Ms. Lopez is one of them. When 
I was in the Fourth Grade, I had 
the privilege to be in the first 
New Jersey Public School to 
use uniforms: PS-5. Ms. Lopez 
back in 1989. This school is 
more than just a building – it’s a 
community. The boys and girls 
attending this school will be 
promoters of change and our fu-
ture leaders.” Vasquez thanked 
everyone who made this day 
possible.
   Mayor Wilda Diaz spoke next. 
She began by thanking every-
one. “You have created some-
thing special. It’s the first Dual 
Language School in the State of 
New Jersey. I remember her 
(Ms. Lopez) as a teacher. Her 
Saturday Morning Family 
School Programs enriched the 
lives of many families and chil-
dren. As we stand here hand in 
hand and build a community to-
gether. I thank the SDA for in-
vesting in our City.”
   Assembly Speaker Craig 

Coughlin spoke next, “There is 
a lot of thanks to go around. $56 
million from the State is money 
well invested. There will be an 
incredible education for genera-
tions of students to come. I be-
lieve public school education is 
the backbone of the students of 
this great country.”
   Assemblywoman Yvonne Lo-
pez spoke next, “I’m a proud 
product of Perth Amboy’s 
school system. I worked with 
Ms. Lopez at E. J. Patten School 
and the Saturday Morning Fam-
ily School. I remember Mrs. Lo-
pez. She would be proud of a 
dual language public school.”
   Edwin Nieves, Principal of the 
Rose M. Lopez School came up 
to speak next. “It’s an honor to 
be Principal of the Rose M. Lo-
pez School. There’s something 
special taking place here. It’s 
super special as a parent and a 
grandparent. This marks the end 
of the journey. For all of us, 
we’re here in the one moment. 
There’s 600+ people in here to 
come only as we work as a team. 
The hope is in that building. 
We’re not teaching kids as they 

did 100+ years ago. Learning 
spaces (here) are designed to 
teach kids how to think and col-
laborate. They are our future 
leaders. I’ve never met Rose M. 
Lopez. Now, after six months, 
she came to me in ways, what 
we believe in. These students 
are our future.”
   Rose M. Lopez’s husband 
came up to speak next and was 
greeted with a standing ovation. 
He thanked everyone. “Now, I 
have a place to put all of Rose’s 
trophies and plaques. I created a 
collage (of Rose’s accomplish-
ments). President Lyndon B. 
Johnson was a teacher who first 
worked with Mexican students. 
In the 1960’s the Bilingual Pro-
gram was one year which the 
following year became the Dual 
Language Program. Ralph Gunn 
was Director of the Bilingual 
Program and he set require-
ments of what being a bilingual 
teacher in New Jersey is. Rose 
went in Lakewood, New Jersey 
and began the first bilingual 
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Gardening & Lunch Programs Discussed
9/19/19 Board of Education Meeting

*Continued from Page 6

(Spanish/English) there. Every 
time Rose went to apply for a 
job, she brought a nun with her. 
Because of Rose’s time in Lake-
wood, she became Bilingual Di-
rector in Lakewood, Patterson, 
and Elizabeth. In 1977, Rose 
learned there was a job in Mid-
dlesex County. She brought a 
Roman Catholic nun with her. 
Rose got the job. In 1982 she 
was working with Dr. Kearny. 
Rose came into an interview as 
Principal in New Jersey with a 
nun. She came home and said I 
got a job with Frank Sinatra (re-
ferring to the Former Superin-
tendent of Schools in Perth Am-
boy). I thought at first (the 
singer). You see, Rose was a 
trained musician. Her school 
was pre-Julliard. Because of her 
love of music, we went to many 
concerts. “It’s not that Frank 
Sinatra,” she said. Rose gave 
her heart, body, and soul to the 
children of Perth Amboy. She 

Ribbon Cutting of Rose M. Lopez School
came to work at 7 a.m. I used to 
run sometimes for miles. I made 
friends with the owner of the 
Brass Rail in Matawan and the 
Red Paint Diner. Both got to 
know Rose and came to her fu-
neral. When she spoke of the 
Saturday Morning Family 
School, she said, “It’s my 
school.””
   Lopez continued, “She played 
in church. A musician, she was 
once a music therapist in the 
psychiatric wing of Belview 
Hospital. She could not stand 
the sadness, so she stopped go-
ing. Rose was an excellent typ-
ist and was once secretary for 
Peter Jennings (Commentator 
for ABC News).”
    Lopez, now in tears spoke of 
the children’s book, “Something 
Special for Me,” by Vera Wil-
liams. “The book mimics Rose’s 
life. There was a man on the 
street with an accordion. Rose 
played the accordion. I would 
like to give the schools Rose’s 
accordion, plus 25 plaques of 
Rose’s awards. Vera lived in 

Washington Heights. The accor-
dion is a delicate instrument. IN 
January 1998, many people 
didn’t know Rose was sick. At 
her retirement dinner, she was 
in incredible pain. “Smile” by 
Charlie Chaplain was her favor-
ite song. In January 1998, she 
was playing the accordion. “Joe, 
I can’t hold it any longer,” she 
said. She put the accordion on a 
stool. On the last day of her re-
tirement, I had secretly made ar-
rangements that the JROTC go 
to the Elementary School and 
blow their whistles just like a 
Captain leaving his ship. The 
Cadets whistled as she walked 
out of school, but she walked 
back in, “I’m not finished,” she 
said, referring to helping out the 
new Principal. There are a lot of 
stories.”
   After Jose Lopez spoke, there 
was a plaque unveiling and the 
ribbon cutting. The Rose M. Lo-
pez School has officially 
opened. 

Fire Chief Ed Mullen Discusses 
the Fire Department Needs

9/23/19 Caucus

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – The Board 
of Education Meeting was 
called to order at 5:31 p.m. Af-
ter a 2-hour closed session, the 
open portion of the meeting be-
gan.
   Student Representatives Deli-
lah Morales and Anthony Diaz 
spoke first. They stated that the 
Class of 2022 recognizes the 
important of pride. They stated 
that all students are receiving 
laptops and there are many AP 
(Advanced Placement) Courses. 
There are programs where stu-
dents can take courses at NJIT, 
Seton Hall, and Kean Universi-
ty. There is the launch of Fresh-
man Academy. The Perth Am-
boy High School football team 
is now 2-0.
   During the public comments 
on agenda items only, the sole 
speaker was Donna Tartz of the 
Perth Amboy Federation. She 
stated that the Federation at-
torney and Board attorney will 
discuss the details of issues with 
certain agenda items.
   There was a brief discussion 
about Item FIN-18)31. Ac-
ceptance of the Fresh Fruit & 
Vegetable Program Grant for 
the 2019-2020 school year for 
the following schools: Under 
the Supervision of each School 
Principal, Mrs. Carmen South-
ward, Director of Operations, 
and Ms. Jasmin Minaya, Food 
Service Manager: 
   Board Member Stephanie 
Márquez-Villafañe asked, “Is 

this who maintains the school 
grounds?”
   Board Secretary Derek Jess 
answered, “The gardens are 
straight run. We are able to pro-
vide vegetables that students 
never had before. It’s in the El-
ementary and Pre-K as well.
   Board Vice President Tashi 
Vasquez asked about FIN-18) 
37.) Approval to increase the 
cost of school lunches in ac-
cordance to Section 205 of the 
Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act 
of 2010 and as mandated by the 
PLE Price Adjustment Calcu-
lator. Paid lunch for preschool 
and elementary to be increased 
from $2.70 to $2.80 and paid 
lunch for Middle, High School 
and Adult School from $2.95 to 
$3.05. Under the supervision of 
Mrs. Carmen Southwood, Di-
rector of Operations, and Ms. 
Jasmin Minaya, Food Service 
Manager. 
   Board Secretary Derek Jess 
answered Vasquez’s question, 
“It’s increased at a 10 Cent raise 
so we all can be on the same 
page. In compliance with state 
requirements, every year it is 
raised 10 Cents more.
   Vasquez then added, “I want 
to know that it’s due diligence 
of the staff – we can pay for 
lunches online. You have the 
option of paying thru the parent 
portal.”
   Superintendent Dr. David Ro-
man answered, “We do have an 
app for this.”
   Director of Operations Car-

men Southward came up to 
speak on this matter, “Preschool 
parents can have an access code 
to parent portal. I’ve spoken to 
the preschool. Contact the sec-
retary to get the code to access 
parent portal. You can contact 
the homeschool liaison or the 
school secretary.”
   Later in the meeting, Board 
Member Junior Iglesia asked 
about the Student Code of 
Conduct, “When we make a 
promise, I feel it’s important to 
keep that promise. The Student 
Code of Conduct is in 2 layers. 
I would like to recognize Dr. 
David Roman and all staff. It’s 
important to take our district 
where we want it to be.”
   Board Vice-President Tashi 
Vasquez thanked everyone who 
helped build the playground on 
Chamberlain Avenue. “It was a 
success. There were over 240 
volunteers including a lot of 
Perth Amboy High School stu-
dents, and many (student) ath-
letes and staff who brought their 
families. Thank you. We’re 
planning to do it again across 
the town.”
   No one spoke at the public 
portion. Board Members Lisette 
Lebron and Dr. Danielle Brown 
were absent. Board Member 
Jesus Martinez left early, and 
Board Member Randy Convery 
arrived late. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

9/19/19 Board of Education Meeting
*Photos by Katherine Massopust

Fire Chief Ed Mullen

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – Fire Chief 
Ed Mullen discussed with the 
Council a desperate need for a  
new firehouse, additional equip-
ment, and additional personnel. 
“So far, this year between Sep-
tember 20, 2018 thru Septem-
ber 20, 2019 there have been 
over 2,500 incidents and 200 
fire responses. There is a need 
to have additional personnel 
because each shift requires 17 
people. We’re down to only 15 
(per shift). With the addition of 
the Seaman Street School, the 
response time to get to a fire on 
the other side of town has in-
creased to 8 minutes. Response 
time for all fires should be under 
4 minutes. That is why we need 
to have a second firehouse built. 
We have money for an architect 
and design work. We already 
looked at one location which 
has everything in place. Our 
response time to get to a fire is 
our number 1 priority. The Fire 
Prevention Program was moved 
to be put under the Fire De-
partment. 500 inspections are 
performed annually because of 
having two part-time employ-
ees. We’re asking to have fund-
ing for the firehouse in place 
for 2020. The revenue has been 
set in the ordinance. The State 
keeps a part of the money gen-
erated by the inspections. In-
spections should be made for all 
two-story structures annually. 
These inspections can help re-
duce fire hazards. People who 
have violations are given a 30-
day abatement to correct them 
before fines are issued. The 
current fleet is basically new, 
except for Engine #3 which 
needs to be replaced. The cause 
of some of the larger fires are 
due to smoking materials or 
improper electric wiring. As far 
as commercial buildings, all ap-
pliances should have their own 
outlets. We are coming up to 
Fire Prevention Month. We go 
around to schools and have an 
open house at the Fire Station. 
We have two crews instead of 
five. During the El-Boy (cor-
ner of State Street and Dekalb 
Avenue) fire, we had minimum 
staffing and we were there for 
17 hours. A South Amboy Fire-
fighter fell through a floor and 
was injured.”
   Council President William 
Petrick spoke up and asked 
Mullen, “Do you have any out-

reach programs to ask for vol-
unteers?”
   Mullen replied, “It’s hard. 
Even Avenel and Keasbey are 
getting paid firefighters. Some 
of our volunteers left because of 
not passing the test. Other towns 
are struggling (in getting vol-
unteers). Some volunteers left 
because it’s difficult to balance 
a full-time job and go through 
fire training. And we have those 
who claim presumptuous can-
cer. You can get paid medical 
care when you state you got 
the cancer from fighting a fire. 
We have received a donation 
of $195,000 from Buckeye for 
training firefighters and to use 
the foam tinder material. Mu-
tual aid is supplied by the Kind-
ermorgan Fire Department. The 
fire department is broken down 
into levels: The Fire Chief, 
Administration, Captains, Fire 
Officials, two part-time Fire In-
spectors, and Battalion Chiefs. 
Each truck has the driver plus 
two crew members. The fire 
engines are the only ones who 
have the hoses. We have 5 fire 
companies. We’re looking at 
two properties on Amboy Av-
enue that are possible locations 
for the new firehouse. I don’t 
see any congestion problems on 
Convery Boulevard, even with 
the proposed new High School. 
because it is a 4-lane highway.”
   Business Administrator Fred-
erick Carr spoke up, “We had a 
meeting with the designer and 
architect to look at the Convery 
Boulevard location. They are 
specialists at building firehous-
es and they will not have to use 
subcontractors. They have built 
over 300 firehouses. 70% of the 
2019 Fire Department budget 
has been expended.”

MIDDLESEX COUNTY – County offering over 4,500 Courses 
Through Free Online Learning Platform. Enhance skills and obtain 
industry recognized credentials by taking online courses developed 
by Skillsoft, a training provider used by Fortune-500 companies. 
Transportation/Logistics, Business Etiquette, QuickBooks, Project 
Management/Microsoft Office, Adobe, Accounting, Human Re-
sources, Six Sigma, Informational Technology, Sales/Marketing, 
Custom Service, + 100’s More!
   Explore Career Pathways, Browse the Catalog, Find a Job! Bonus: 
Visit the Industry Certification page to choose from 130+ Certifica-
tions (Exam Fee May Apply)
   Register Today at www.middlesexcountynj.gov 
• Free of Charge
• Manage your own online training
• Flexible, self-paced learning of essential workplace skills
• Courses to train for industry-recognized certifications
• Pass courses with 80% or higher to earn a completion certification
• Download and print your completion certificates
• Certifications for your resume that provide new interview talking 
points
• Professional development

SkillUp Middlesex



8. The Amboy Guardian * October 2, 2019

Discussion Focused on Prohibited Parking,
Lawsuits, and Trash Pickup

9/23/19 Caucus

2019
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

April 3
April 17
May 1
May 15
June 5
June 19
July 3

July 17
August 7
August 21

September 4
September 18

October 2
October 16

November 6
November 20
December 4

December 18

Ghosts and 
Legends with 
Jeff Belanger

WOODBRIDGE - Historical 
Association of Woodbridge 
Township presents.... Ghosts 
and Legends with Jeff Belanger. 
Award winning, Emmy nomi-
nated host, writer and producer 
of the New England Legends 
Series on PBS and Amazon 
Prime, Jeff Belanger is a noted 
speaker, media personality and 
the author of more than a dozen 
books on legends and paranor-
mal phenomena. Mr. Belanger 
explores unexplained happen-
ings, the weird and creepy side 
of life using photographs and 
images, audio and video clips 
and a crypt full of paranormal
experiences. A natural born sto-
ryteller, he captures believers 
and skeptics with his spooky 
tales and has been seen on The 
History Channel, CBS News, 
NBC and the Travel Channel.
   This supernatural evening of 
Ghosts and Legends also will 
include who is haunting The 
White House. The program will 
be presented free of charge to 
the public by the Historical As-
sociation of Woodbridge Town-
ship at their monthly meeting 
to be held at 7p.m. at the new 
Avenel Performing Arts Cen-
ter (APAC), 150 Avenel Street, 
Avenel. Children over 12 with 
their families are welcome to 
attend.  A question and answer 
session with a book signing will 
follow.
   Due to limited seating, tick-
ets are required to attend and 
will be distributed on a first 
order basis. To order online: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
hawt-presents-ghosts-and-leg-
ends-with-jeff-belanger-tick-
ets-73201173681

A.C. Bus Trip
St. John Paul II 

Seniors
PERTH AMBOY –  A trip to the 
Resorts Casino in Atlantic City 
will be held on. Wed. Sept. 25, 
2019. Cost $35 pp.; $25 back in 
slot play. Bus will depart from 
behind St. Stephens Church (St. 
John Paul II) parking lot on Me-
chanic Street at 9:30 a.m. Call 
Bobbi to reserve a seat: 732-
636-2867.

A.C. Bus Trip
San Salvador Seniors

PERTH AMBOY - The San Sal-
vador Seniors are sponsoring a 
bus trip to Caesar’s Casino in 
AC on Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019. 
Bus leaves 12 Noon. Bus will 
depart from behind St. Stephens 
Church parking lot on Mechan-
ic Street, Perth Amboy. (New 
Location) Cost 30 pp. Receive 
$30 back in slot dollars. For 
more info call Joe at 732-826-
0819. 

Friends of 
Perth Amboy 
Free Public 

Library Meeting
PERTH AMBOY – The Friends 
of Perth Amboy Free Public Li-
brary are having a meeting on 

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2019 at 6 p.m. 

at the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library (Children's Library), 

196 Jefferson St. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. For more 
info, call 732-261-2610.

Perth Amboy 
NAACP Meeting
PERTH AMBOY - The Perth 
Amboy Unit of the NAACP 
meets Monday Oct. 21, 2019 at 
the Jankowski Senior Center, 1 
Olive Street Perth Amboy NJ at 
7 p.m. sharp. All are welcome. 
Reverend Donna Stewart Presi-
dent. 

Pirohi Sale
PERTH AMBOY - St. John's 
Orthodox Church will be hold-
ing their Pirohi Sale at $9.00 
per dozen. Orders may be called 
in from September 23rd to 25th, 
2019 to 732-826-7067 between 
9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Please 
call early to be sure your order 
gets in. Orders may be picked 
up on October 1st or 2nd, 2019 at 
404 Division Street, Perth Am-
boy, NJ. Orders can be picked 
up after 2:30 p.m.

Farmers 
Market

WOODBRIDGE – The Wood-
bridge Farmers’ Market is 
OPEN every Wednesday after-
noon from 3:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at Parker Press Park.  This 
season, the WB Farmers’ Market 
has expanded with a brand-new 
“Jersey Fresh” farmer and spe-
cialty food vendors. Melick’s 
Town Farm Market joins the 
WB Market offering straight-
from-the-field produce, vegeta-
bles, fruits, flowers, plants and 
organic specialties.

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – During the 
discussion on Ordinances First 
Reading, Councilman Joel Pa-
bon had concerns about Ordi-
nance No. 2 regarding: Park-
ing Prohibited on Andrews 
Drive and Wagner Avenue. 
He discussed the HEAT Bar 
whose  patrons would park on 
those two streets. “If we grant 
these residents to have prohib-
ited parking, then I think the 
patrons of that bar will just go 
and park on other streets in the 
Spa Springs Section. You need 
more patrolling of that club. Al 
Cibelli’s (The former establish-
ment) never had any trouble.”
   Business Administrator Carr 
responded, “They (The HEAT 
Bar) had a deal with the gas sta-
tion next to it to allow the pa-
trons to park there.”
   Council President William 
Petrick then spoke up and stat-
ed, “The Andrews Street Resi-
dents are just looking for some 
kind of relief.”
   Pabon continued, “The HEAT 
Bar should hire a police officer. 
It would drastically help them.”
   Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
spoke up. He also had concerns 
about this ordinance. “What 
about other residents near bars? 
Do they ask for the same con-
sideration? And what happens 
if the police don’t respond to 
those resident’s complaints?”
   Petrick said, “If the police 
don’t enforce the ordinance, 
then we will have to bring the 
police here for discussions.”
   Irizarry then went to another 
subject regarding the trash pick-
up on Wagner Street. “We need 
to change the hours for the cars 
to be removed off of the street.”
    Department of Public Works 
Director Frank Hoffman came 
up to answer Irizarry’s question, 
“We need to get to the streets 
early, so we don’t interfere with 
the school buses on the road, so 
we start out at 5 a.m. We have to 
get our trucks in early for pick-
ups, and we may have to tow 
cars that are in the way.”
   There was a question if they 
could have smaller trucks come 
in pick up the trash in the Buda-
pest section (which has smaller 
streets).
   Hoffman explained that the 
smaller trucks would have to 
make more trips. “We have 
trucks (that have extended me-
chanical arms).”
   There was then a question re-
garding Resolutions 415-9/19 
and 416-9/19. 
   R-415 – Placing liens on prop-
erty for charges incurred by the 
Department of Public Works. 
B.A. explained that these prop-

erties were on the abandoned 
property list.
   Council President William 
Petrick questioned, “Why do 
we never go after people like 
Anchor  Marine like we do for 
people who own small proper-
ties?”
   Regarding R-418-9/19 – Ex-
tending the contract with Peter 
J. King Esq., and the law firm 
of King, Moench, Hirniak, and 
Mehta, LLP formerly known as 
King and Petracca, LLP to per-
form legal services beyond the 
regular duties of the Director of 
Law in an amount not to exceed 
$60,000.
   Law Director King explained, 
“Some of the cases are active 
litigation involving the City and 
PARA acting in bad faith. Kush-
ner was involved in that suit.”
   When Joel Pabon heard the 
name Kushner, he mentioned 
the lights that were out by the 
Landings property. “Those 
lights were connected to the 
old naval building and then all 
of a sudden the building was 
knocked down.”
   King went on to explain other 
duties were performed regard-
ing R-418. “There was an em-
ployee who went on maternity 
leave and was paid for it and 
she never came back. We went 
to get the money back and she 
filed for bankruptcy. We are still 
working on that case. Another 
case involved the Benny Ruiz 
lawsuit where he claimed back-
pay because he was found not 
guilty. We won that case.”
   Petrick spoke up and stated, “I 
would like to know what Kush-
ner will do with the old naval 
building property.”
   Pabon spoke up and stated, “I 
would guess that Kushner will 
pay less taxes now that building 
no longer exists.”
   During the public portion, 
resident Alan Silber came up 
next and asked, “Can some of 
the speakers can talk louder so 
people can hear what they are 
saying?” He then asked, “When 
we hired an assistant prosecu-
tor, was it a new position?”
   King responded, “There used 
to be two prosecutors and one 
left due to retirement but said 
they would return if they were 
paid more. An assistant pros-
ecutor was hired by the Mayor.”
   Silber continued stating that 
a judge shut down the court 
and this judge was in conflict 
because of having many rela-
tives employed by entities of 
the City. “Was it a conflict to 
have that judge close the court? 
Was it proper for the assistant 
prosecutor to come a Council 
Meeting to talk about Puerto Ri-

can women being discriminated 
against?”
   Silber then questioned R-414 
and stated, “This is a new law 
firm. If work was done, then 
it should say the exact amount 
and not the phrase not to exceed 
the amount of.”
   Petrick responded and said, 
“The Resolution did have an ex-
act amount.”
   Silber then said, “It should 
have stated that.”
   Resident Vance Mackiel came 
up to speak next. He had a ques-
tion regarding Communication 
No. 5 – Anchor Consultant, 
LLC submitted a copy of the 
NJDEP Waterfront Develop-
ment Permit Application Pack-
age for Kinder Morgan Perth 
Amboy Terminal Dock B Dock 
House at 920 High Street. 
   He asked, “When the City was 
recovering from Superstorm 
Sandy, there was 1 million gal-
lons of oil spills. Have they sta-
bilized their properties to pre-
vent this from happening again? 
The smell of stench was a result 
of those companies not taking 
care of their properties.”
   Council President Petrick 
spoke up and suggested that 
Mackiel write a letter to the 
NJDEP about this.
   Mackiel responded, “It’s not 
proper not to discuss this. Dis-
cuss this with the City Engi-
neer. It’s your responsibility. 
You submitted information to 
FEMA.”
   Petrick then suggested that 
Mackiel come to the Planning 
Board Meetings because the 
City Engineer is always there. 
   Mackiel then finished his 
statement with, “Environmental 
concerns are of interest to the 
whole state.”
   During the Council Com-
ments, Councilwoman Tejeda 
asked if the money that came 
from Comcast could be used for 
the safety of children in Wash-
ington Park.
   Petrick responded, “The mon-
ey went into the general fund 
and we can look at using it at 
Washington Park.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon sug-
gested that they talk to Kenny 
Ortiz in the Department of Rec-
reation and Frank Hoffman in 
the Department of Public Works 
regarding this information. 
   Tejeda also asked if the Coun-
cil can get the agenda earlier.
   B.A. Carr responded, “We 
needed to put the firefighter’s 
contract on the agenda and that 
is why it was delayed.”

Yard Sale
PERTH AMBOY - Magyar Re-
formed Church is having a Yard 
Sale, 331 Kirkland Place, Perth 
Amboy on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. in the Church Park-
ing Lot off Wilson Street. Tables 
are available: 1 for $20 or 2 for 
$30. In the event of inclement 
weather, we will hold the Sale 
in the Church center. For more 
information please call: Pam at 
732-257-7182 or Laura at 732-
521-1017.

Angioscreen Event
PERTH AMBOY - Hackensack Meridian Health Raritan Bay 
Medical Center-Perth Amboy is holding an Angioscreen event, 
Wednesday, October 23, 1:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., in Centennial 
Hall A, 530 New Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy. Learn your 
risk of heart attack and stroke. Screenings include carotid artery 
ultrasound, heart rhythm, blood pressure and screening for ab-
dominal aortic aneurysm and peripheral artery disease. Receive 
a color report of your findings, education materials and consulta-
tion with a registered nurse.  The cost is $49.95.  Registration 
is required, visit https://www.hackensackmeridianhealth.org/
events or call 1-800-560-9990.
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Tom's Tax Tips

Help Older Adults
Stand Up Against Scams

Courtesy of Tom Ploskanka C.P.A. 1-800-801-1099
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau recently reported in financial exploitation cases that old-
er adults lost an average of $34,200. Unfortunately, these funds are often never recovered. You can 
ensure this doesn't happen by learning more about scams and how to protect yourself. Here are some 
tips:
• Recognize the scams. The best way to protect yourself from a scam is to understand what they 
look and sound like. Here are a few key elements to look for when identifying a scam: Did you 
know? IRS impersonation scams are the No. 1 scam targeting older adults, according to the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration, with more than 2.4 million Americans targeted. 
 o You are promised a great offer or benefits
 o You are forced to make quick decisions
 o You are pressured to provide financial and/or personal information
 o You are threatened 
• Know why you are a target. You and other older adults may be targeted because you own a home, 
and have retirement savings and exceptional credit - a treasure trove for con artists to pillage. Scam-
mers take advantage of trusting older adults because they're less likely to say no and sometimes have 
cognitive issues that affect decision-making skills. In other cases, family members and non-related 
caregivers may have easier access to their funds, making them more susceptible to theft. 
• Keep your personal and financial information safe. Keep your bank information, Social Secu-
rity card and other finances stored somewhere secure in your home. Think twice about what you are 
sharing on Facebook, and don't give out your Social Security or account numbers without vetting the 
person or company asking you for it. Con artists find useful information on social media sites about 
your family members and then pretend to be a relative who asks for money, or they could directly 
ask you for sensitive information over the phone or via email. 
• Hang up if you feel uncomfortable. Don't worry about being impolite if someone on the phone is 
pressuring you into sharing sensitive information. Hang up. If the call comes from a company you 
trust, you can call back and ask for the department that handles your account to determine if the call 
is for a legitimate reason. 
• Turn down unsolicited offers. If you receive a call or an in-person visit from someone you don't 
know selling you a product or service you didn't request, turn it down or tell them you'll decide at a 
later time. If the service or product interests you, conduct independent research on three suppliers. 
Proactively contact all three and determine the best offer. Include a trusted family member in the 
decision-making process. Doing this can effectively eliminate most scams. 
• Use direct deposit. You can avoid having your checks stolen when you arrange for your checks to 
be directly deposited into your bank account. Ask your bank to show you how. 
• Speak up if you think you're a scam victim. There's no need to feel embarrassed or ashamed if 
you think you've been scammed. Instead, let people know right away. 
 o Call your bank and/or credit card companies.
 o Reset your account passwords.
 o Call the police to report stolen property.
 o Submit a consumer complaint using the FTC consumer Complaint Assistant.
 o Report the scam by calling the United States Senate Special Committee on Aging Fraud  
    Hotline at 1-855-303-9470.
 o If you suspect elder abuse is also involved, contact adult protective services.
As always, should you have any questions or concerns regarding your tax situation please feel 
free to call.

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@

gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject 

line and explain why your pet is special. Please 

include Name and Phone# for verification.

2019 Historic Perth Amboy Calendars are now available 

at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth Amboy 732-

442-3000 or at Fertigs Uniform Store, 195 New Brunswick 

Ave., Perth Amboy 732-442-1079, Perth Amboy City Hall or 

Call Paul or Katherine at 732-293-1090. Back by popular 

demand the Calendars feature old photographs from Perth 

Amboy. Sponsored by the Kearny Cottage Historical Asso-

ciation and the Friends of Perth Amboy Free Public Library. 

Calendars are $10 Each.

2019 Historic Perth Amboy 

Calendars

Pet of the Week

Candidates: There are Limited 
Dates to Send Your Platforms!

Last Print Ad Before Election is Oct. 16th

No Attack Ads for Oct. 16th Issue
Only Letters of Support for a 

Candidate will be Permitted for Oct. 16th Issue 

Call us for Website Ad Pricing for One or 
Multiple Weeks When Paper is Not Printed
No Attack Ads on Website One Week Before Election

Tyrion enjoys the South Amboy Arts Festival

#FTLO Quality Education Candidates Launch 
their Campaign

Press Release 
Perth Amboy—The #FTLO 
Quality Education Candidates 
Maria Rodriguez and Stan-
ley Sierakowski successfully 
launched their 2019 campaign 
for the Perth Amboy Board of 
Education this past Sunday, 
September 22nd. Rodriguez and 
Sierakowski will be running on 
Column G this November 5th 
and are looking forward to ad-
vocating for our children on the 
Perth Amboy Board of Educa-
tion. Both Maria and Stan have 
served our Perth Amboy Com-
munity with over a combined 
30 years of service as County 
Committeeman and County 
Committeewoman.

   Maria is a mother, a grand-
mother, and a retired business 
professional who has lived in 
Perth Amboy for over 45 years. 
“I know that a quality education 
is the only way our children will 
achieve success in life. They are 
the future and that is why I am 
running,” Rodriguez said.
   Stanley, who is a Perth Am-
boy Alumnus and a retired 
Middlesex County Coordinator 
for Senior and Disabled Trans-
portation, believes a quality 
education includes expansion 
of opportunities. “The path-
way to success in America is 
to increase opportunities for 
students who are interested in 
pursuing college, trade schools, 

or an artist’s profession,” said 
Sierakowski.
   Rapid growth of enrollment 
in the Perth Amboy Schools 
remains at the forefront of con-
cerns for both candidates. Smart 
planning and development is 
needed in our schools, and Ro-
driguez and Sierakowski are 
asking the Perth Amboy City 
Residents for the opportunity 
to serve on the Perth Amboy 
Board of Education to help en-
hance the education of our chil-
dren and provide new and fresh 
ideas, and innovative solutions.
   You can follow their campaign 
on facebook @FTLOQualityE-
ducation.

Perth Amboy 
Board of Education Forum

PERTH AMBOY – The Perth Amboy Federation is 
sponsoring the Perth Amboy Board of Education Can-
didate’s Forum on Wednesday, October 2, 2019 in 
the Perth Amboy High School Auditorium, 300 Eagle 
Ave., Perth Amboy from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The event 
will be moderated  by the League of Women’s Voters.
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World War II - 75 Years Ago

By Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed Guard, 

USNR, and all men and women who have answered the country’s call in time of need. Phil can be 

contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.
   The Red Army on September 29, 1944, begins to move toward Yugoslavia from Romania. Farther 
north, the Red Army begins amphibious landings to clear German Army Group North from islands 
in the eastern Baltic Sea.
   On September 30, the German garrison occupying the French port of Calais surrenders to besieg-
ing Canadian forces. There is rejoicing in the streets of Dover, England, at the announcement that the 
last of the German cross-Channel guns (at Calais), which have pounded the southeast coast of Great 
Britain for three years, have been silenced.
   Soviet troops enter Yugoslavia on October 1. In Finland, the Finnish Army continues its assault 
against German troops in Tornio, on the Gulf of Bothnia. In Greece, British commandos land at Po-
ros, about 30 miles south of Piraeus, while Greek troops land at Lesbos and Lemnos, islands in the 
northeastern Aegean Sea.
   The Germans on October 2 finally put down the Warsaw Uprising, after 63 days. The Armia Kra-
jowa (Polish Home Army) is forced to surrender after all its food and ammunition has run out. The 
Wehrmacht, recognizing the Poles’ valor, agrees to treat the surviving combatants not as partisans 
but as regular POWs under the Geneva Convention. Some 9,000 Polish fighters have been killed 
in action, and 6,000 are missing. Between 150,000 and 200,000 Polish civilians have died in the 
fighting. The center of Warsaw is in ruins. Almost immediately, the Germans begin expelling the 
500,000–700,000 civilians remaining in the city, moving them to a transit camp in Pruszków, about 
12 miles southeast of Warsaw. Around a fifth of these will be sent to Nazi death camps, the rest will 
be transported to various destinations and released. The Red Army remains immobile on the east 
bank of the Vistula River, across from the Polish capital. In the Aegean Sea, the Allies land troops 
on the island of Crete. The Australian Army’s II Corps assumes the responsibility for mopping up 
and securing Papua-New Guinea. This frees up the U.S. Army’s XIV Corps to assist in offensives 
in the Philippines.
   The Allies, which have besieged Dunkirk, in northern France, since September 15, 1944, on Octo-
ber 3 negotiate a 60-hour truce with the Germans to allow the evacuation of 17,500 civilians, as well 
as Allied and German wounded. North of Aachen, Germany, elements of the U.S. First Army break 
through the German forces holding the Siegfried Line. In Germany, the Messerschmitt Me-262 jet 
fighter officially becomes operational. A total of 40 are deployed at an airbase near Osnabrück, in 
northwestern Germany.
   The British on October 4 launch “Operation Manna,” involving joint British and Greek activities 
in Greece in the wake of German withdrawals. The British 2nd Airborne Brigade makes a landing 
at Patras. Additional landings take place on Crete and other islands in the Aegean Sea. The Soviet 
46th Army is within 10 miles of Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Meanwhile, the Soviet 3rd Ukrainian Front 
captures Pančevo, on the north bank of the Danube River, east of Belgrade. The Allies bomb Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, for the first time. On New Britain, in the Bismarck Archipelago of Papua-New 
Guinea, the Australian 5th Infantry Division arrives to relieve the U.S. Army’s 40th Infantry Divi-
sion, which will be transferred to the Philippines. The Australians will continue to contain Japanese 
troops who have been bypassed on the island and mop up pockets of resistance.
   Canadian troops cross from Belgium into the Netherlands on October 5. The Red Army enters 
Hungary. The Soviets begin an offensive to capture Riga, Latvia. The first German Me-262 jet fight-
er is shot down over the Netherlands; the “kill” is shared by five Royal Canadian Air Force pilots. 
In Germany, the minimum draft age for military service is cut to 16. Additionally, all hospitals are 
placed under military control.
   Soviet troops enter Czechoslovakia on October 6, 1944. The Allies conduct heavy daylight and 
night-time air raids over Berlin. On Bougainville, in the northern Solomon Islands, the Australian 
3rd Infantry Division comes ashore, relieving the U.S. Army’s 129th and 145th Infantry Regiments. 
The Australians will conduct offensive operations to contain or eliminate as many as they can of the 
40,000 Japanese troops that have been bypassed and remain on the island. Several squadrons of the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force will provide air support for the Australian ground troops.
   Forces of the U.S. Third Army make progress in Luxembourg and near Metz, France, on Octo-
ber 7. Warned of their imminent murder, Sonderkommandos — death-camp inmates forced by the 
Nazis to help dispose of corpses from gas chambers by burning them in crematoria — revolt at the 
Birkenau concentration camp (at Auschwitz), attacking SS guards with stones, axes and makeshift 
hand grenades. The uprising is put down by nightfall, with 451 Sonderkommandos killed, along with 
three SS guards. In the commotion, hundreds of other prisoners escape the camp, but all are quickly 
recaptured and immediately executed.
   In Greece, British forces occupy Corinth and Samos on October 8. On the Western Front, the Allies 
face strengthening resistance from the Germans. In Cairo, Egypt, a meeting of representatives from 
Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Transjordan ends with a call for the formation of an Arab League. 
In the U.S., The Adventures of Ozzie & Harriet makes its debut on the CBS Radio Network. The 
Nelsons’ sons, David and Ricky, are portrayed by professional actors, as the boys — aged 8 and 4, 
respectively — are considered too young to perform.
   In the Soviet Union, the Fourth Moscow Conference begins on October 9, with Winston Churchill, 
Joseph Stalin and U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union Averell Harriman discussing, among other 
things, post-war spheres of influence in the Balkans and elsewhere in Europe. Heavy fighting occurs 
in the region between Aachen, Germany, and Metz, France. In the Netherlands, the Germans shut off 
the electric power in Amsterdam.
   The Red Army on October 10 reaches the Nemen River in Prussia and continues the fighting 
around Riga, Latvia. The Soviets reach the Baltic Sea at Memel, Lithuania, and cut off 26 divisions 
of German Army Group North. Allied combined forces — primarily British and Greek — take 
Corinth, in southern Greece. In the Pacific Theater, U.S. Navy planes from Adm. William Halsey’s 
Fast Carrier Task Force 38 bomb Okinawa. At Auschwitz, 800 Romani (gypsy) children are mur-
dered by the Nazis.
   The Red Army captures Cluj-Napoca in Romania on October 11. The Soviet Union and Hungary 
begin secret negotiations for a ceasefire. In the Pacific, Peleliu, in the Palau Group of the Caroline 
Islands, is declared secured, although fighting against Japanese pockets of resistance continue for 
another month and a half.
   U.S. Navy carrier aircraft begin attacking Formosa on October 12. In the seven-day bombing 
campaign against the island off China, 650 Japanese planes are reported destroyed. In Greece, Allied 
paratroopers land at Athens airfield, British troops land on Corfu and the Germans evacuate Piraeus.

CASA of Middlesex County Seeking Volunteers
MIDDLESEX COUNTY - CASA of Middlesex County is seeking volunteers to advocate for children 
who have been abused or neglected. When a child is in foster care, having a CASA means they are more 
likely to find a permanent home, spend less time in foster care, and perform better in school.  Champion 
one of these children from your community and safeguard a child’s well-being through advocacy in the 
court today.  
   Join our next information session on Thursday, September 26th 6-7 PM and learn what it takes to be an 
advocate and change a child’s life forever.  
RSVP to Nora Siklosi Szabo, at nora@casaofmiddlesexcounty.org
Where: CASA of Middlesex County office, 77 Church Street, New Brunswick
When: Thursday, September 26th 6-7 PM
For more information: http://www.casaofmiddlesexcounty.org/volunteer

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-6646

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959

Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    

Book Sale
PERTH AMBOY - The Friends of the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library have a book sale every other Saturday from 1 p.m. until 
3 p.m. at the Brighton Avenue Community Center at the corner 
of Brighton Avenue and Sadowski Parkway in Perth Amboy. The 
schedule for the fall is as follows: Saturday, October 5, 19. Pa-
perbacks are $.50, hardcovers are $1, $5 for a bag full, no limit to 
size of bag except no lawn or garbage bags. We have best sellers 
by popular authors that are like new. The money we raise goes to 
support the library with providing programs, promoting literacy 
or to provide funds to the library with their needs beyond their 
budget.  For more information email us at friendsofpertham-
boylibrary@gmail.com, or call us at 201-381-1903  and like us 
on Facebook. Dealers are welcome.

Museum Pass Program
PERTH AMBOY - The Friends of the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library have generously provided FREE passes to some of the 
area’s most popular museums! Museum passes offer a great way 
for family and friends to experience educational and cultural 
fun.
Picking Up and Returning Passes: Passes can be picked up at 
the Circulation Desk. Patron must present the library card under 
whose name the pass was reserved. Only Adult patrons whose 
cards are in good standing will be able to check out Museum 
Passes.  Passes are good for a total of three days and are NOT 
renewable.  Passes can be returned at the Circulation Desk or at 
the Book Drop after hours.
Late, Lost or Unreturned Passes: There will be a $5 amount 
late fee each day the pass is past due. The maximum fine will 
not exceed $25.00. Passes not returned within 14 days after the 
due date, will be presumed lost and borrowers charged the full 
replacement cost.
Replacement costs for items are as follows:  Lost museum 
pass: Full cost of the pass. Replacement costs vary according to 
the museum and listed on the catalog record for each museum. 
Pass Case: $1
Museum Passes available:
•American Museum of Natural History, New York, NY | free 
admission and 1 free exhibit or show
•Grounds for Sculpture, Hamilton NJ | pass admits 4 people
•Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, New York, NY | pass 
admits 6 people
   Sponsored by the Friends of Perth Amboy Free Public Library. 
www.folperthamboy.com For more information, please call the 
Perth Amboy Free Public Library: 732-826-2600.

Do you or someone you know have 

Old Photographs or Documents?
 The Kearny Cottage Historical Society is

Looking for Old Photos and Documents of 

Perth Amboy, South Amboy, 

Woodbridge, Fords, etc. (Local Area)
For an Archiving Project - Your Photos & Documents 
will be scanned into digital format & returned to you.

For more info please call 732-293-1090

Table of Plenty
PERTH AMBOY – St. John Paul Parish will be serving meals on 
November 2nd, November 23rd, and December 21st from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at Perth Amboy Catholic School, 500 State St., Mechanic 
Street Entrance. Open to anyone who needs a hot meal. If you 
would like to donate food for these meals, please contact Rose-
mary: 732-826-5385 or Geri: 732-637-7593. Please use collec-
tion box in vestibule for monetary donations. 
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AMBOY SPOTLIGHT: Broadway Ange

Broadway Ange, 124 South Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 08879; Open: Mon.-Sat.: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

By: Carolyn Maxwell
SOUTH AMBOY – Broadway 
Ange is the latest business to 
recently open in South Amboy. 
The co-owners of this unique 
antique and décor shop are Re-
nee Banks and Julia Wyrzuc. 
The Instagram Page is @broad-
wayange124. 
   I recently got a chance to talk 
to the owners. Renee Banks said 
she also had a shop at Winter-
hill Antiques located in Scotch 
Plains, and Summit Antiques 
in Summit, and another store 
“Pieces of Time” in West Or-
ange. 
   As a little girl, Julia was al-
ways fascinated with antiques 
and would always play with 
old china sets placed on antique 
linen. Renee said that she and 
Julia’s mother, who is an actress 

were best friends.
   The shop also specializes in 
painting furniture and has online 
sales of any of their pieces. Not 
only that, but they did the paint-
ing and some of the carpentry 
work in the store itself. 
   Renee Banks lives in Lin-
den, and I was curious how 
she found out about the vacant 
storefront in South Amboy. She 
explained that her father (who 
recently passed away – Retired 
Detective Sonny DePeyster) 
was a patient at Venetian Care 
& Rehabilitation Center and she 
would constantly drive through 
Broadway when she would visit 
him. She was looking for a place 
to open up another antique store, 
and that particular spot caught 
her eye. 
   Banks explained, “In January 

of this year is when I noticed the 
sign in the window, and I con-
tacted the landlord. We acquired 
the property in July. We also 
specialized in doing estate sales. 
I remember at the age of 8 being 
fascinated with antiques. My 
first purchase at that age was an 
old doorknob.”
   Julia then chimed in and re-
membered that she herself used 
to have tea parties at the age of 
4.
   When I first walked into 
Broadway Ange, I felt as if I was 
walking into a Norman Rock-
well painting. It was very calm, 
relaxing, and inviting which is a 
reflection of the owners. There 
is something in this shop for all 
age groups and for all different 
kinds of tastes. There is a place 
for everything, and everything 

Grand Opening of Broadway Ange on 8/17/19 Mayor Fred Henry  
(far right) and Councilwoman Zusette Dato (second right), friends 
and family celebrate the ribbon cutting.

in it has its place. You really 
have to take your time to look at 
every nook and cranny because 
there is always something new 
to be discovered. I remember 
going from the front to the back. 
As I was walking back to the 
front, there was some things that 
I discovered that I missed on the 
first trip. There was one item 
that caught my eye which unfor-
tunately is not my size. It was a 
green, yellow, and white tweed 
suit. The outfit is timeless, well-
constructed, and could be worn 
today. 
   This shop brought back mem-
ories of when I was growing up, 
especially some of the furniture. 
My Mother’s vanity set would 
have been right at home  here. 
I could remember my mother 
sitting on the cushion seat look-

ing in the mirror as she combed 
her hair and applied her lipstick. 
Furniture and clothing was built 
to last, and that’s why they are 
called “antiques” and “vintage” 
– not like some of the throw-
away material of today.
   I think this shop is well suit-
ed and what is needed in South 
Amboy. I’ll say one thing. Re-
nee and Julia share the same 
interest in antiques and vintage  
items. They both share a pas-
sion for preserving the beauty 
of the past and bringing it into 
the future. They invite all to see 
what they have to offer, even if 
it’s just to browse. Don’t be sur-
prised if you walk away with a 
piece of history, (memories, and 
material).

Wizard of Oz Children's Table and Chairs was sold within one hour
Antiques for sale

*Photos by Carolyn Maxwell

Renee Banks (R) and Julia Wyrzuc (L) Mayor Fred Henry and wife, Linda Renee Banks

MOVIE REVIEW: DOWNTON ABBEY

By: Anton Massopust III
“Your Majesty's welcome, too.”
   Downton - the award-winning 
phenomenon has been made 
into a big scale movie which 
continues the adventures of lies 
and loves of this family that oc-
cupies Downton Abbey. A royal 
post has been sent to the family, 
and after it is received, they are 
overjoyed that the royal fam-
ily, the King and Queen of Eng-
land are coming to visit them. 
It’s just for an overnight visit, 
but there also will be a parade 
with the military. Many stories 
overlap and continue. With the 
royal visitors come to Downton 
Abbey, all of the original actors 
who portrayed their roles from 
the TV series reprise their roles. 
The movie picks up right where 
they left off. 
   If you have fans of this series, 
they will love this and its bigger 

grander scale showing off more 
of the grounds and the beauty of 
the house. The attention to detail 
is spot-on. What I really loved 
about this movie is they give a 
lot of story to the Grand Duch-
ess, who is probably the most 
wonderful and most interesting 
character, as she sorts out her 
little intrigue in this royal visit. 
You get to see much of their 
beautiful clothes and the ins-
and-outs of the servants as they 
sort out what this means for their 
household.
   My only complaint is that you 
probably would say that they 
could have just done this as a TV 
movie and that would have been 
that. However, I think that this 
is just as fun to see it on the big 
screen as it is to see it on a large 
TV screen. 
   What I always liked about this 
series is that it has a sense of 

humor and is also very serious 
all at the same time. This movie 
continues that wonderful tradi-

tion. Should you go see it? Ab-
solutely! Especially if you have 
fans in the family where this 

might be a great way to intro-
duce them to this to this series. 
Go see it! The family will be ex-
pecting you.

Lovely Memorabilia 
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Solar Pool Cover Roller - 

Easy to use 16 x 32 - $75 

- 732-236-4479

Lighted Three Piece Wall 

Unit Plenty Storage - Ex-

cellent $75 - 732-238-

8439

Umbrella - Patio, needs 

cord and iron stand. $30 - 

732-283-0975

Dinette Set with 4 Chairs 

Dark Wood- Mint - $70 - 

732-290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-

reo System - Dog Bed $65 

ea. 732-293-0151

New Deluxe Fireplace 
Glass Door Fire Screen 
and Tool Set $75 - 732-

297-4457

Older New Toy Trucks 

Sunoco, Exxon, Mobil 

Hess $20 Each or B.O.  - 

732-316-5092

6x8 Railroad Tie $20 - 

732-396-9537 - leave a 

message 

Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 

$25 - 732-442-1093

Sayreville Bomber Charm 

14 KT Gold $75 Boxed 

South Amboy: Call "Kitch" 

- 732-525-2405

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar. 

Good for young child - 

$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric 

Heater Radiator. Was 

$65 Now $20 New Never 

Used. 732-547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 

732-570-9732

Pool Filter Hayward Per-
flex - $40 - Pool Ladder 
- $20 - 732-583-2305

Safe Combination 21" 

High 13 1/2" wide on 

wheels $75 732-634-1851

Patio cushions - Perfect 

Condition- 6 - $30 -732-

634-3589

Gold Carnival Glass Col-

lector Plate (5th Day of  

Christmas) $25 732-673-

6305

Sewing Machine - por-

table Singer $35; Toilets, 

Shower Doors $20 Each 

732-679-0086

Custom Jewelry $5-$10; 

Sled $25; Sports Memora-

bilia $10; Dream Catcher  

Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

New never used Mirror 

27"/41" Brown Frame was 
$120 - Now $75 - 732-721-

7186

Roofing Supplies - Three 
Nail Guns and Shears $50 

Each - 732-727-1306

Tires - Firestone M&S 
LT275170R 18 Two $10 

Each 732-727-1772

For Sale

Baseball Card Collec-

tion, Old Mint Superstars 

in Binder $60 - 732-727-

8417

40 lbs. of Weights for $15. 

All 10 lb. weights. 732-

771-1961

Dining Hutch - Wood 

- Good Condition $50 

- Self Pick-up 732-826-

6324

Christmas Tree Lights - 

7 feet $25; 2 bikes: Girl 

- 23 inches; Man - 23 

inches 732-887-2235

Moving - tables, lamps, 

dresses, dishes, tools 

grandfather clock $5-$75 

- 732-925-6542

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-

sonic LX Sport Twelve 

Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 

B.O. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for 

Harley Sportster - Great 

Condition $65 - 908-

590-8885

Power Lift $75. Wing 

Chairs, Sofa, End Tables, 

Lamps, Microwave $10-

$50 - 908-803-9623

Tell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and

telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,

P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 

form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 

most perfect household, foster 

father of Jesus and guardian 

of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 

concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 

your powerful intercession 

with God, you obtain for me all 

the help and graces that I need 

for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare and in particular, the 

special favor I now ask there 

mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 

St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 

behalf will be heard by God 

and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 

my greater good. Thank you St. 

Joseph, for having responded to 

my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 

Jesus be adored, glori-

fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 

and forever. Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 

pray for us. St. Jude, helper 

of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          
        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 

Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.

   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 

Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446

For Sale: 

Bedroom Furniture

Tony Little Gazelle Free-

style Exercise - Excellent 

Condition $150 - 732-442-

5252  11/6
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Remember to 

Say Your Novenas!

LOOKING BACK

Senior Scene
Happenings

Perth Amboy
TUES. Oct. 1   Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m., 

     Presbyterian Center, Market St.

 • Good Shepherd Tuesday Seniors (HS) 12:30 p.m.

     Msgr. Gambino Hall, Florida Grove Rd.
WED. Oct. 2 Good Shepherd Wednesday Seniors, 12:30 p.m.,

        Msgr. Gambino Hall , Florida Grove Rd.

 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.

 • Holy Trinity Seniors, 1 p.m.,

      Church Hall, Lawrie & Johnstone St. 

THURS. Oct. 3 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m., 

     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.
MON. Oct. 7 St. James Golden Girls, 10 a.m., 

       Fellowship Hall, Commerce St.
TUES. Oct. 8   Market Square Seniors, 1 p.m., 

     Presbyterian Center, Market St.

 • Good Shepherd Tuesday Seniors (HS) 12:30 p.m.

     Msgr. Gambino Hall, Florida Grove Rd.
WED. Oct. 9 Good Shepherd Wednesday Seniors, 12:30 p.m.

        Msgr. Gambino Hall , Florida Grove Rd.

 • St. Stephen’s Seniors, 1 p.m., Cafeteria, State St.

THURS. Oct. 10 The Cathedral International Seniors, 9:30 a.m. 

     Family Life Center, Madison Ave.
 • Ukrainian Assumption Seniors, 12 Noon

     Church Basement, Alta Vista Pl.

South Amboy
WED. Oct. 2   St. Mary’s Seniors, 12 Noon, 

    Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.

MON. Oct. 7  South Amboy Seniors, 12 Noon, 

      Senior Center, S. Stevens Ave.

MON. Oct. 28  Sacred Heart Seniors, 12 Noon

     Memorial Hall, Wash Ave. 

Attn: If Your Club changes its 

Schedule due to the Holidays or if you have 

Community Events to Submit

Please give us two weeks advanced notice!

732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610

AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Answers

From Puzzle

On Page 19

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 

Massopust is available at the Barge Restaurant, 201 Front 

St., Perth Amboy or in Fertig’s Uniform Store, 195 New 

Brunswick Ave., Perth Amboy For more info call Katherine 

at 732-261-2610 or call the Barge at 732-442-3000 - or Fer-

tig’s at 732-442-1079 - A Great Gift! Get it now along with 

Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

PERTH AMBOY – Moose 1360 Little League Perth Amboy around 1967.

*Photo Courtesy of Al Hrehowsik
This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commis-

sion to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin

Raritan Bay 
Cruisers Car 

Show
WOODBRIDGE - Tuesdays 
May 14th thru Oct. 1st from 6 
p.m. – 9 p.m. at Pizza Hut, Rte. 
9, Woodbridge (Wal-Mart Park-
ing Lot). Weather Permitting. 
Rock & Roll Music, Trophies, 
Kids Games - Just Family Fun. 
For more info call 1-732-407-
2396.

(Never known to fail)
O Most Beautiful Flower of 
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful Vine, 
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me 
in my necessity. O Star of the 
Sea, help me and show me 
herein you are my Mother. O 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I 
humbly beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to succor 
me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can 
withstand your power. O Mary 
conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse to 
thee (3 times).
Holy Mary, I place this cause 
in your hands (3 times).
(Say this prayer for 3 consecu-
tive days. You must publish it, 
and it will be granted to you.) 
C.V.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
O Most Beautiful Flower of 
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful Vine, 
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me 
in my necessity. O Star of the 
Sea, help me and show me 
herein you are my Mother. O 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I 
humbly beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to succor 
me in my necessity (make re-
quest). There are none that can 
withstand your power. O Mary 
conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse to 
thee (3 times).
Holy Mary, I place this cause 
in your hands (3 times).
(Say this prayer for 3 consecu-
tive days. You must publish it, 
and it will be granted to you.)
J.M.P. 10/16

Miraculous Invocation 

to St. Theresa

Oh Glorious St. Theresa, whom 
Almighty God has raised up to 
aid and counsel mankind, I in-
vite your miraculous interces-
sion. So powerful are you in ob-
taining every need of body and 
soul, our Holy Mother Church 
proclaims you a "prodigy of 
miracles.  The greatest Saint 
of modern times."  Now I fer-
vently beseech you to answer 
my petition (mention here) and 
carry out your promise of doing 
good upon earth of letting fall 
from heaven a shower of roses, 
henceforth Dear Little Flower, I 
will fulfill your plea to be made 
known everywhere and I will 
never cease to lead others to Je-
sus through you.  Amen.
   Say prayer every day for 9 
days.  By the 4th day ask for a 
sign if prayer is to be answered 
between 4th and 9th day you will 
see a rose in a magazine, TV 
picture, or receive roses, also 
can get a strange scent of roses 
in home even if no roses pres-
ent.  Must promise publication. 
J.M.P.  10/16
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South Amboy Art Fest, North Broadway 9/22/19 
*Photos by Katherine Massopust

The old Naval building has been demolished

Blood Drive, Perth Amboy Fire House 9/17/19 
*Photos by  Paul W. Wang

It Got Ugly
9/25/19 Council Meeting

Fighting is not helping the situ-
ation. Put the axes and swords 
away everybody and move the 
city forward. This is a spectacle 
that people in other towns en-
joy watching because it doesn’t 
happen in other towns. Do I 
agree with what everyone says? 
I do disagree about what was 
said about our water. There are 
contaminants in the water of all 
towns. State and Federal stan-
dards say the water can have 
certain contaminants.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon spoke 
up, “I’m 60 years old. My ca-
reer is done and I’m moving 
forward. There are 476 city 
employees of which 334 are 
Latinos. The majority of people 
who voted in the last election 
put us back in here. I spoke for 
having money put back into the 
Mayor’s salary. I told the Mayor 
I needed one person from her 
side and one person from the 
Business Administrator’s side 
for layoff. I reached out to the 
prosecutor. You (the Mayor) 
did not defend those positions 
that were cut. I ask you to give 

*Continued from Page 3

me information on what those 
people did. You never presented 
anything to me.”
   Mayor Diaz responded, “You 
voted every year for them.”
   Pabon spoke up and stated, 
“Let’s look at those meeting 
minutes.”
 The Mayor answered back, 
“You (the Council) are always 
blaming someone else.”
   Councilwoman Tejeda spoke 
up, “Since I’ve been here, there 
hasn’t been any cooperation. 
You (the Mayor) are the leader, 
but you are talking over every-
one. You think this is the way 
to get people to come here. Em-
ployees got a $20,000 raise. I 
really didn’t like to see anyone 
defunded. Bring me the data 
about these defunded positions 
which was never given to me.”
   The Mayor shouted back, 
“You targeted them!”
   Petrick concluded the meet-
ing stating, “This is the image 
of our community. She (Mayor 
Diaz) promised to run for two 
terms. Now, she’s going for four 
terms. This is a disgrace what 
she is presenting to the public.”
   For the consent the agenda 
R-410 thru R-425, it was moved 

by Councilman Irizarry and sec-
onded by Councilman Caba. 
Ordinance first reading No. 1 
An Ordinance amending an 
ordinance entitled Fixing and 
establishing a schedule of sala-
ries and salary ranges and incre-
ments for officers and employ-
ees for the city of Perth Amboy 

re: Perth Amboy Uniformed 
Firefighters. 
  Ordinance No. 1 was removed 
from the agenda.
  Ordinance No. 2 first read-
ing (no public discussion) re: 
parking prohibited on Andrews 
Drive and Wagner Avenue was 
moved by Councilman Irizarry 

Old Naval Building  Demolished, Perth Amboy 9/22/19
  *Photo by Katherine Massopust

and seconded by Councilman 
Caba. Councilman Joel Pabon 
abstained. Reason given he felt 
it would be opening up a can of 
worms, and residents in other 
areas of town where there are 
bars would want the same con-
sideration. 
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 

for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Your Ad Here Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$11 

a week
10 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Make Dull 

Stuff Sharp
 Cheap!!!

Knives, Scissors, 

Garden Tools

732-442-3430

Sharpening

Hall for Rent

Ancient Order 

of Hibernians
271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ

Hall Accommodates 100 Guests

Great for: Birthdays, Retirement, 

Christenings, Communion Parties and 

Baby or Wedding Showers

$400 Plus Refundable Deposit

Call: 732-721-2098

Hall For RentDry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$19 
a week

10 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$11 

a week
10 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Pharmacy & Surgical Supplies

Cooling & Heating

We’re Cool…ARE YOU?

Stephen’s Cooling 
& Heating

Window, Wall, Central 
Air Conditioning
Repair or Replace

We beat all prices!!!

214-287-1731
40 Years Service Experience
Hudson/Bergen/Essex Co.

Your Comfort is Our Business

Tax Services

Save Your Credit

Tired of Taxes and 
Maintenance Costs?

Are you facing Foreclosure?
Pre-foreclosure?

Divorce? Separation? 
Just want to move? Family? Death?

Save your credit and reputation
I can solve your real estate problems
Email: McNairCapitalLLC@gmail.com

Se Habla Español
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PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

PERTH AMBOY - Well maintained 2 family house in 
the heart of the City. Hospital section of Perth Amboy. 
Boast 3 bedrooms/1 bath per apartment. Full basement & 
separate entrance attic. Close to everything, mins. from 
NYC. $399,900

PERTH AMBOY - Great investment property fully rented all 
separated utilities, 3brs ea. apartment, close to high school, pub-
lic transportation and most of the major highways. $369,000

PERTH AMBOY- Brick Center Hall Colonial on a large cor-
ner property. The home is listed as a 3 bedroom, but it actu-
ally has a bonus room attached to the Master Bedroom, used 
as a nursery. Also 2 large finished rooms in the finished base-
ment w/private full bathroom. Attic fully finished and easily 
accessible from the 2nd floor hallway. $309,900

PERTH AMBOY - This beautiful condo features 2 bedrooms, 2 
full baths, laundry facility, many upgrades including Hardwood 
floors, elevators, state of the art fitness center, water view, private 
garage parking, this is commuters dream close to downtown shop-
ping center and much more. $219,000

PERTH AMBOY - Move in ready, single family home in great 
location, blocks from downtown, train station, restaurants, school 
and Perth Amboy Waterfront. This home features kitchen, separate 
dining room, living room 3 bedrooms, finished basement, deck, de-
tached 2 car garage/rear entrance and central AC/Heating. $249,000

PERTH AMBOY - This Raritan Model elevation B is being 
built as an open floor plan design featuring living room, dining 
room,2 .5 bath, 4 bedrooms, full basement, A/C, 2 car garage, lots 
of upgrades, close to all major highways, parks, shopping centers 
and Staten Island. Located in the very desirable Spa Spring sec-
tion of Perth Amboy Hurry it won't last Gas fireplace, 2 windows 
each side, 2 zone AC/heat, Laundry tub, 6 recess lights, LED 
flood light in rear, Garage door opener. $450,900

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

NEW BRUNSWICK - Great single family needs some TLC 
but has lots of potential. Buyer is resp. for C/O and all repairs. 
$149,000

PERTH AMBOY - This Raritan model Elevation A to be built 
as an open floor plan design, features living room, dining room. 
Kitchen, 1/2 bath, full Basement A/C, 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths,2 
car garages lots of optional upgrades to choose from, see attach-
ments, close to all major highways, Parks located in the Spa 
Spring Section of Perth Amboy, Hurry make your dreams a real-
ity!!!!!!!!!!! $435,900

PERTH AMBOY - WOW AMAZING HOME TUDOR/VIC-
TORIAN STYLE HOME!!! FULL BRICK, 3 BED, 2 BATHS!!! 
HARDWOOD FLOORS THROUGHOUT 1ST & 2ND 
FLOORS. NEEDS A LITTLE TLC. COMMUTERS DREAM, 
CLOSE TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION & MANY MAJOR 
HWYS. HOME IS BEING OFFERED IN AS IS CONDITION, 
BUYER RESPONSIBLE FOR C/O. $265,000

Carmen Schlesinger

Realtor/Agent
Senior Real Estate Specialist SRES®

Congratulations to 

Carmen Schlesinger 

for being the 

#1 Agent for the 

Month of August


