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Supremo Food Markets Announces Grocery
Donation of Over $50,000 to Perth Amboy Families

Memorial Day Laying of Wreath 5/25/20 War Memorial,

 Sadowski Parkway, Perth Amboy *Photos courtesy of Javier Cruz

Mayor Wilda Diaz
Wreaths placed on the 

War Memorial
Playing Taps

Memorial Day Laying of Wreath at Fireman's

Memorial, Alpine Cemetery, Perth Amboy 5/20/20

 *Photo by Paul W. Wang

EJ Trujillo, Eddie Trujillo, Supremo Volunteer, 
Sebastian Trujillo, Kenny Ortiz  

Eddie Trujillo, Supremo Volunteer, Kenny Ortiz, 
Sebastian Trujillo   *Photos Submitted

PERTH AMBOY - Ex- Fire Chief and Pres. of PA Exempts Fire As-
soc. William Petrick (L) and PAFD Chief Ed Mullen (R) lay a 
wreath at the Fireman's Memorial at Alpine Cemetery

Press Release 5/28/20
PERTH AMBOY – Supremo 
Food Markets announced their 
ongoing donation of grocer-
ies to be supplied to Perth Am-
boy families. The magnitude 
of this donation is estimated 
to be worth over $50,000. In 
partnership with the Perth Am-
boy Human Services Depart-
ment and the Mayor’s Office, 
Supremo Supermarket will be 
preparing and providing food 
boxes for hundreds of families 
for the next four weeks. View 
the link to the video announce-
ment here https://www.face-
book.com/cityofperthamboy/
posts/3873168159421865.
   Supremo Supermarket owner, 
Eddie Trujillo, shared, “This 
is my home; this has been my 
home all my life,” said Trujillo, 
“And so, I love the City of Perth 
Amboy and when people need 
help, that’s when we all come 
together. It’s not only myself, 
many other people have been 
helping the community for 
many weeks now under this pan-

demic.” Trujillo mentioned the 
donation will total over 2,000 
food boxes and will be delivered 
to the people in need within the 
community. 
   Mayor Wilda Diaz commend-
ed Trujillo, stating, “Eddie has 
always given back, without even 
being asked. He has supported 
our youth programs and he has 
provided so many dinners for 
people in need for a long time. 
Perth Amboy is blessed to re-
ceive this support from Eddie 
and his business partner, Benja-
min.”
   Knowing how important it is 
to give back to the community, 
Trujillo’s sons, EJ and Sebas-
tian, have also been on-site pre-
paring food boxes. The City of 
Perth Amboy received over one 
hundred calls just this week in-
quiring about food assistance 
and is thankful for everyone 
who is making these donations 
possible. 
   For more information about 
these food donation deliveries, 
please contact Kenneth Ortiz, 

Director of the Department of 
Human Services, by phone at 
732-826-1690 extension 4305, 
or by email at kortiz@pertham-
boynj.org.
   Residents of Perth Amboy 
have been in dire need of addi-
tional food assistance since the 
onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Aside from Supremo 
Food Market’s donations, the 
City of Perth Amboy has been 
working with other community 
partners to help provide food 
for residents during this difficult 
time. The Perth Amboy Public 
Schools District continues to 
serve all Perth Amboy children 
with meals three days a week. 
Additionally, Food Pantries and 
Soup Kitchens have modified 
operations throughout the pan-
demic. For more information 
about these programs, please 
visit the City of Perth Amboy’s 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Up-
dates & Resources page at www.
perthamboynj.org/emergency_
center/notice.

Invoices, Road Conditions, and 
Quality of Life Among Topics 

Discussed
5/27/20 Caucus & Council Meetings via 

Phone Conference
By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – During the 
Caucus portion of the 5/27/20 
meeting, Councilman Fernando 
Irizarry had a question about 
a bid by Universal Gold Foam 
(RE: Training Specialty Inc.) 
for $121,600. “Who will be 
paying for this foam?”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
responded, “Buckeye.”
   Business Administrator 
Frederick Carr then spoke up, 
“Buckeye is also paying for all 
of the funding.”
   There was next a question re-
garding Resolution R-179 – A 
change order with underground 
utilities corporation increasing 
the contract for the sewer sepa-
ration project for an amount not 
to exceed $62,000.
   Louis Perez Jimenez, Direc-
tor of Operations at the USA-
PA Middlesex Water Company 
came up to speak when Coun-
cilman Irizarry asked for more 
clarification. “We are ahead of 
schedule. Pulaski Avenue, Cen-
ter Street, and Valley Place – the 
work is already in place. It’s a 
trench being dug on top of an-
other facility. This is to com-
pare elevations. Electricity and 
gas pipes were in the way, and 
we had to make sure we had 
enough clearance before start-
ing on this project.”
   Irizarry then questioned 
R-180 - A grant acceptance with 
the NJ Department of Transpor-
tation for the road improvement 

of several city streets.
   Irizarry stated, “I’m reluc-
tant to support this. Someone 
will decide that a trench will be 
needed for a newly paved road. 
Look at what happened to High 
Street and Rector Street after 
they were repaved. We have 
a committee who is supposed 
to avoid this type of situation. 
When is this going to stop?”
   City Engineer Jeffery Rauch 
responded, “The city has a road 
opening ordinance in place. If 
a road that was paved had to 
be opened up again by a util-
ity company within a 5-year 
timeframe, that utility company 
must do curb-to-curb restora-
tion of that road. We told Eliza-
bethtown Gas that they have 
to do this. In July or August, 
they’ll be doing pave-to-paving 
restoration at their cost.”
   When Council President Wil-
liam Petrick asked if they (Eliz-
abethtown Gas) will be putting 
up a bond to do this, Rauch re-
sponded, “Yes.”
   When Petrick asked Rauch 
if he is making sure this resto-
ration will be done, Rauch re-
sponded, “Yes.”
   Petrick then questioned, “Is 
this emergency work being 
done?”
   Rauch responded, “It’s for the 
upgrading of the main lines in 
those streets. We get notifica-
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Grievance with Business Administrator, 
Boarding Houses, New Owners of Woodmont 

Among Many Topics for Discussion
5/26/20 Council Meeting via Phone Conference

By: Katherine Massopust
SOUTH AMBOY – The 5/26/20 
was originally scheduled on 
5/20/20 but was rescheduled 
due to the call-in meeting infor-
mation on the agenda was incor-
rect. The meeting was called to 
order via teleconference at 7:02 
p.m.
   The first order of business was 
to resolve with the grievance 
filed by Officer Brain Noble 
which was carried over from 
the May 6, 2020 meeting. When 
asked, Officer Noble stated that 
no resolution had been made.
   President Gross suggested a 
vote by the council of whether 
or not to uphold the decision 
of the Business Administrator.  
Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
made the motion to uphold the 
decision of the B.A. regard-
ing the grievance. Councilman 
Thomas Riley seconded the mo-
tion. 
   Each Council Member made 
a statement regarding how they 
voted. 
   Councilwoman Dato stated, 
“Sgt. Noble has acted admira-
ble. I’m voting “Yes.””
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin stated, “This concerns labor 
and management, I’m voting 
“No.””
   Council Vice-President Chris-
tine Noble who recused herself 
from the discussion abstained.
   Councilman Thomas Reilly 
stated, “My first comment as 
grievances such as this, I refer 
back to the attorney. That’s the 
direction I am moving in. I vote 
“Yes.””
   Council President Mickey 
Gross voted “Yes.”
   The votes are: 3 Yes; 1 No; 1 
Abstention. Motion passes.
   Council President Gross stat-
ed, “There is no reason in the 
world we cannot work out our 
differences.”
   Officer Brian Noble stated, 
“This is my third meeting. I’ve 
done everything to make the 
union’s issues resolved between 
the union and the city.”
   The Amboy Guardian reached 
out to the City of South Amboy 
to explain the grievance. B.A. 
Glenn Skarzynski gave follow-
ing statement: 
   "At the beginning of the Co-
vid crisis the Chief of Police de-
veloped a new schedule to limit 
exposure of police personnel 
to potentially infected persons.  
In doing so he transitioned his 
personnel from a 5/2, 5/2, 5/3 
schedule based on a 9.5 hour 
day to a new schedule of 3 on 
3 off, 3 on home standby 3 off 
based on a 12 hour day.  This 
change compelled the PBA to 
file a grievance indicating that 
since their schedule was me-
morialized in the contract it was 
not permitted to make a sched-
ule change. The City’s position 
cited another passage in the 
contract which states that in a 
declared emergency the Chief 
of Police has the right to make 
such a change on a temporary 
basis. In our grievance process 
the first step is to submit to the 
Business Administrator. I de-
nied the grievance based on the 
language in the contract per-
mitting the Chief to make the 
change. The PBA elected to go 
to the next step in the grievance 
process which is a hearing in 

front of the City Council. Af-
ter their presentation the City 
Council ultimately upheld my 
denial by a vote of 3 to 1. Coun-
cil Member Noble had to recuse 
herself from the process as Sgt. 
Noble the SOA President is her 
brother. The PBA/SOA now has 
the option of step three which 
is a hearing in front of an arbi-
trator.  At this time we have not 
received a notification that they 
have exercised that option."
   For the consent agenda, Coun-
cilman Thomas Reilly had sev-
eral questions about item num-
ber No. 20-236 – A resolution 
of the city council of the city 
of South Amboy supporting the 
enactment of Assembly Bill No. 
3971 and Senate Bill No. 2475 
to authorize the issuance of 
coronavirus relief bonds by mu-
nicipalities and counties.
   Law Director Francis Womack 
stated, “It will allow municipali-
ties to front specific coronavirus 
bonds.”
   Reilly requested information 
on the use of all of these monies. 
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski stated, 
“We’re not currently seeking 
bonds for anything but coro-
navirus (related). We have ab-
solutely no intention of doing 
this.”
   Reilly then asked, “The 3 mil-
lion is not attached to this reso-
lution?”
   B.A. Skarzynski answered, 
“It will give you (the council) 
the ability to meet shortcomings 
(as a result of the coronavirus). 
They are not tied in. The bond-
ing we are doing is for capital 
purposes. The rate is favorable. 
Dan (Director of Revenue and 
Finance and CFO Balka) was 
satisfied. We got a better rate 
that we normally would have 
under these circumstances.”
   Councilman Thomas Reilly 
requested that the agenda items 
be voted upon individually in-
stead of grouping them togeth-
er as they were in the agenda. 
“There’s 14 different items. The 
uncertainties of the economic 
climate – I’m in favor of the 
fire truck. There could be other 
items in there we would want to 
move on.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski said, 
“We are watching our dimes. I 
absolutely assure you we are be-
ing economically responsible.”
Council Comments:
  Vice-President Christine Noble 
had no comments but wished 
everyone to be safe.
   Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
reminded everyone, “There’s 
still time to complete your 2020 
Census forms. Also, our primary 
election date has been moved to 
July 7, 2020. It’s very easy to 
vote by mail.”
   Councilman Thomas Reilly 
thanked the First Presbyterian 
Church Food Pantry. “It is in-
credible how so many people 
help in a time of need.  I thank 
First Presbyterian Church, the 
Friends of South Amboy, and 
our first responders.” He then in 
honor of Memorial Day, “I ac-
knowledge those who sacrificed 
their lives.” 
   Reilly then asked what the 
city’s reopening plan is. B.A. 
Glenn Skarzynski answered, 
“We’re waiting to hear from the 
state. We’ll be continuing with 
wearing masks in City Hall and 

in the public.”
   Reilly then turned his attention 
to Woodmont, who has recently 
been sold. “What do we know of 
the new owner of Woodmont? 
$43 million for a piece of South 
Amboy with a PILOT. I want 
to know about the buyer. We 
should be doing our due dili-
gence. We don’t know anything 
about the buyer.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski told 
him that next week they will 
have this discussion.
  Councilman Reilly asked, “If 
we have additional content, we 
need to share it with the council 
via email.” Reilly also stated he 
wanted the meetings to be put 
on Facebook. Reilly had addi-
tional comments about techni-
cal issues and the reason why 
the last meeting (5/20/20) was 
postponed. “To put out to the 
public – that the public is not 
there – we have to adjourn the 
meeting.”
  Law Director Francis Wom-
ack answered, “An amendment 
would be in an ordinance. Other 
towns in New Jersey have this 
regarding electronically con-
ducted meetings.”
   Reilly agreed with Womack. 
   Council President Mickey 
Gross commented, “We are not 
the only municipality with is-
sues going on.”
   Reilly then asked about the 
4-hour parking signs that he 
wanted taken down (on certain 
streets). 
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski stat-
ed, “If the council wants them 
down, we’ll take them down.”
  Reilly then brought up another 
issue, “We have boarding hous-
es in town. They are inspected 
by the state. I don’t want to 
leave that to the state. We need 
to take ownership of that. They 
have revolving doors.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross added, “What I’m pro-
posing is to enable us to have 
a local inspector inspect the 
boarding houses. We’ll get re-
imbursed for it.”
   Reilly added, “We need prop-
er regulations for the boarding 
houses.”
   Gross said, “It’s in the hands 
of the mayor and administration. 
The state will allow you once a 
year to do the inspection.”
  B.A. Skarzynski stated he 
would get working on that.
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin thanked all those involved 
during this pandemic and asked, 
“What are we doing for non-es-
sential businesses?”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski an-
swered that the city is waiting 
on the governor.
   Councilman McLaughlin said, 
“Regarding Woodmont – we 
gave a PILOT. Looking on who 
and what it cost to build and 
what they sold it for – 6 apart-
ments to 4 apartments?”
   Skarzynski admitted he had 
not been to a Planning Board 
Meeting recently. 
   McLaughlin stated that the 
residents received a certified 
letter (from Woodmont today 
5/26/20) and he had no time to 
go over it.
 Council President Mickey 
Gross was angry about the Pi-

*Continued on Page 7
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Invoices, Road Conditions, and Quality of Life Among Topics Discussed
5/27/20 Caucus & Council Meetings via Phone Conference

tions of any roadwork upgrades. 
They don’t inform us before-
hand about road openings.”
  Petrick then stated, “The city 
needs notifications in a timely 
manner for roads (that are going 
to be dug up).”
   Rauch agreed.
   Councilman Irizarry then had 
a question about R-181 – Autho-
rizing the city of Perth Amboy 
to enter into a city/county reim-
bursement agreement Corona-
virus Aid Relief and Economic 
Security Act (CARES) with 
Middlesex County.
   Business Administrator Fred-
erick Carr explained, “We gave 
the county all the paperwork 
and cost of what we needed. I 
also worked with OEM Director 
and Police Chief Cattano. The 
county provided the supplies 
and we picked up some of the 
supplies from the Fire Academy 
in Sayreville.”
   OEM Director Larry Cattano 
then joined the discussion, “We 
received PPE (Personal Protec-
tive Equipment) from the na-
tional stockpile. This included 
test kits some of which were 
given to the adult care centers. 
We (the city) already had a lot 
of equipment and are self-suf-
ficient. We talk the county and 
Health Department.” 
   Cattano then went onto talk 
about R-182-5/20 – A contract 
with Amazon Services LLC for 
the purchase of PPE and certain 
needed decontamination sup-
plies in respect to the COVID 
emergency in an amount not to 
exceed $40,000.
   “This is for the Office of Emer-
gency Management who are the 
ones who order supplies.”
   B.A. Carr added some com-
ments, “This is a centralized 
purchasing and ordering pro-
cess. All of the departments will 
go through the OEM for their 
needed supplies.”
   Irizarry then questioned 
R-185-5/20 – An agreement 
with the Perth Amboy Rede-
velopment Team for Neighbor-
hood Enterprise Revitalization 
(PARTNER) to obtain dona-
tions from various manufactur-
ers and providers, one being 
L’Oréal, of goods for the use of 
residents who are at risk and in 
need. 
   “Why are there a lot of chang-
es in this resolution? Some 
things are striked out or X’d 
out. Did the Law Director read 
over this agreement?”
   Law Director Peter King 
joined the conversation, “I 
made all the corrections on the 
agreement.”
   Carr then spoke up, “We sent 
the original documents to Law 
Director King and changes were 
made which were agreed upon 
by all parties involved.”
   Irizarry then asked, “Why are 
there question marks at the end 
of one of the items?”
   King responded, “I questioned 
L’Oréal not wanting publicity. 
It’s a loose agreement.”
   Petrick then questioned, 
“Shouldn’t we get a clean copy 
of the agreement?”
   Councilman Joel Pabon then 
stated, “We need more of an ex-
planation for this agreement.”
   Director of Human Resources 
Ken Ortiz joined the conversa-

tion, “L’Oréal contracted us to 
donate personal hygiene prod-
ucts. They cannot donate to 
government agencies, so it went 
through PARTNER.
Public Portion:
   Resident Jeremy Baratta was 
first. He was concerned about a 
lot of typos on the bill list. “Is 
it being done on purpose? There 
are a lot of expenses.” He ques-
tioned the reimbursement of 
referees and other sports coach-
es. “I thought everything is shut 
down. There is also a bill from 
Pizzarelli Restaurant under the 
Youth Alliance Program and 
there were services for a Unique 
Youth Program. What kind of 
services do the Youth Alliance 
Program provide?”
   He urged the council to look at 
the check registers for all these 
different items. Business Ad-
ministrator Frederick Carr was 
even reimbursed for his Zoom 
and travel expenses. Shouldn’t 
it be on the city’s account?”
   Petrick responded to the ques-
tion regarding Carr’s reimburse-
ment. “He (Carr) took it upon 
himself to do that.” Petrick then 
asked Ortiz to answer the other 
questions asked by Baratta.
   Ortiz explained, “The Unique 
Youth Program is aimed to-
wards third and fourth graders. 
The grant was funded before 
the pandemic happened. All of 
these services were already ren-
dered previously.”
   The next person who came 
to speak was a woman named 
Gladys who resides at 601 Pa-
cific Ave. “I still am having 
trouble with the neighbors at 
599 Pacific Ave. concerning 
their dogs and other issues. 
I’ve even asked Code Enforce-
ment to look into this. They (my 
neighbors) recently set off fire-
works and burned my fence and 
patio lining.”
   Petrick spoke up, “This is not 
my expertise, but it sounds like 
criminal mischief.”
   The resident continued, “I’ve 
sent several letters to the land-
lord. That is a one-bedroom 
house (599 Pacific Ave.) and 
there are 12 people living 
there.”
   B.A. Carr assured the resident, 
“I will follow up on your com-
plaint and I have all of your in-
formation.”
   The resident continued, 
“There was the incident where 
that same resident had a pit 
bull which bit a child, but that 
pit bull is no longer there. Now 
they have 2 smaller pit bulls 
that come there that are not on 
a leash.”
   Law Director King spoke up, 
“I will refer this to animal con-
trol.”
  Petrick then stated, “The coun-
cil has complaints attached to 
their paperwork from this resi-
dent at 601 Pacific Ave.”
   The next person to speak was 
Cristina Pinzon, of Stateside Af-
fairs, who lives at 120 Polk Dr., 
Brick, New Jersey. “I have been 
doing work for the city of Perth 
Amboy since October 2019. 
Our invoices have been on hold 
since March. We need to get 
paid for our services rendered.”
   Law Director King spoke up 
regarding this matter, “I re-
quested a need for a public rela-
tions person.”
   The next person to speak was 
Laura Gaviria of Stateside Af-

fairs, who resides at 750 Broad 
St., Elizabeth New Jersey. “I 
have done work which includes 
social media and digital media 
for the city. As of March, I have 
not gotten paid.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
responded, “The council will 
review this matter (payment to 
Stateside Affairs) and give it 
consideration.”
Council Comments:
   Councilmen Helmin Caba and 
Fernando Irizarry had no com-
ments.
Councilman Joel Pabon brought 
up the two individuals from 
Stateside Affairs. “I didn’t 
know they were involved in the 
city since late October 2019. 
They should be paid. That is 
the bottom line. They are small 
businesses.” He then questioned 
“When is the city opening up? 
We have plenty of social dis-
tancing. What about the tax 
money collected? Are we be-
hind? There are a lot of calls 
coming in about cars speeding. 
It’s almost as if we are at Race-
way Park. There are so many 
people driving at high speeds, 
especially on Market Street and 
High Street. People have also 
been complaining about cars 
coming down Kearny Avenue 
and Madison Avenue. We keep 
talking about speed bumps and 
we need something to stop this. 
We used to have a small po-
lice station downtown. There 
are a lot of kids on the street. 
Madison Avenue residents have 
complained to police about one 
particular car speeding and even 
gave the police the license plate 
number and the time the person 
was speeding. We need to get 
answers. The woman from 601 
Pacific Ave. has been complain-
ing for a very long time. I re-
tired from the post office over a 
year ago. I remember her com-
plaining about her neighbors for 
before I retired.”
   B.A. Carr responded to some 
of Pabon’s questions, “The new 
tax bills are going out on June 
2nd. Stateside Affairs was hired 
by the city and the council took 
no action. My hands are tied.”
   Petrick responded, “We (the 
council) never hired them 
(Stateside Affairs). The mayor 
can’t spend money not autho-
rized by us. I don’t know if we 
needed a public relations firm 
for the pandemic. We get bom-
barded everyday regarding the 
pandemic.”
   King responded, “OEM Di-
rector Larry Cattano uses them 
(Stateside Affairs) to get infor-
mation out to the residents. A lot 
of time the churches were able 
to get the word out to the resi-
dents, but now they are closed.”
  B.A. Carr added some com-
ments regarding opening up the 
city, “We have most of the staff 
back except for the court sys-
tem. The courts are looking at 
having virtual sessions with all 
parties involved. The public ac-
cess to the buildings has not yet 
been provided. Barriers have to 
be put in place to protect our 
employees. If people need go to 
Olive Street to visit the vital sta-
tistics office, they need to make 
an appointment beforehand. 
Some buildings have staggered 
staffing. We don’t know the 
restrictions for full restaurant 
openings.”
   Pabon thanked Carr for the 

update.
   Carr continued, “If I had a 
magic wand, I would wish we 
could open up the city sooner.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
said, “I have concerns about 
business openings. Some busi-
nesses are not paying atten-
tion to the instructions given to 
them. I was in Shoprite to pick 
up a prescription, and I left right 
away because people are not 
following the instructions put 
on the floor (in the aisles). It 
is difficult for the bodegas and 
it’s going to be hard to open up 
safely (for the city as a whole).”
   Carr then spoke up again, 
“City Hall will be retrofitted 
with plexiglass. Some offices 
will require employees to wear 
masks and physical dividers 
will be added between employ-
ees.”
   Council President William 
Petrick said, “I agree with 
Councilman Pabon and regard-
ing adding speedbumps on 
some streets as other cities have 
done. Harned Avenue needs a 
speed bump. Councilman Pa-
bon also has a list of streets (to 
be considered). Some of the 
masks that people are wear-
ing are not helpful. A lot of the 
masks people order online are 
not legitimate. The police are 
doing a lot of birthday celebra-
tions for residents with sirens 
blasting. People might think 
that it’s just a birthday party. 
People speeding and making 
loud noises were not tolerated 
under the Vas administration. 
He (Joe Vas) would have gotten 
results for the woman who com-
plained about not getting her 
problems solved with her next-
door neighbors.”
   The caucus concluded at 5:48 
p.m. The council resumed with 
the regular meeting at 6 p.m.
   The public was invited to 
speak on Ordinance No. 1 – 
“Wreckers”.
   Resident Jeremy Baratta ques-
tioned the tow fees which were 
raised from $75 to $125. He was 
pleased that cars were given ex-
tra storage time, but he noticed 
there were no payments for cer-
tain items such as cleanups. 
  Council President Petrick re-
sponded, “I’m not sure that I 
know of certain items being 
eliminated.”
   Baratta continued, “If towers 
are doing a certain service such 
as cleanups, they should get 
paid for it. If they are not reim-
bursed for a particular service, 
they shouldn’t be doing it. It’s 
dangerous work, especially if 
they are on roadways.”
   Petrick responded, “There are 
prices set for all services pro-
vided.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon then 
spoke up, “Everything may be 
included in the price hike. The 
weight limit was also changed 
(where larger vehicles are 
charged more to be towed). The 
insurance company will cover a 
lot of the cost.”
  Business Administrator Fred-
erick Carr then told the council 
that he wanted to have Ordi-
nance No. 2 – “Disasters and 
Emergencies” regarding the au-
thority of Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator to be tabled.
   Baratta spoke about this or-
dinance, “What is the OEM 
Coordinator duties in response 
to disasters and emergencies? 

Under what authority does the 
OEM act regarding this ordi-
nance?” He then questioned, 
“What information is being put 
out by the Public Information 
Officer?”
   Law Director Peter King stat-
ed, “The OEM works through 
the administration and OEM 
Director Cattano uses the ad-
ministration public information 
personnel.”
   Baratta then questioned, 
“Who gives the official authori-
zation: the administration or the 
OEM?”
   Petrick responded, “I believe 
the state police initiates the or-
ders and it goes to the OEM 
who has preference over the ad-
ministration.”
  King spoke up again, “We can 
rely on the county.”
  Petrick said, “You (the admin-
istration) are not using people 
from the city (Re: Stateside Af-
fairs).”
   King countered, “We are hir-
ing people who do what is best 
for the residents.”
   OEM Director Larry Cattano 
then joined the conversation, 
“We have 15 functioning An-
nexes. Each annex addresses a 
specific problem. Some of our 
annexes are the police, the fire, 
and health departments. At the 
end of the day, I am responsible. 
I decide what annex is used. 
The Public Information Officer 
sent out information to certain 
groups of people who need to 
be informed. Sometimes we use 
print media. You may have to 
use Public Information Officer 
to get out information regarding 
reverse 911.”
   Petrick then questioned, “Who 
is responsible (for getting infor-
mation out)?”
   Cattano answered, “In the 
past, it was Noelia Colon, but I 
have been in contact with these 
two individuals from Stateside. 
I don’t know if we can use Co-
lon.”
   Law Director King reminded 
the council, “You defunded her 
(Public Information Officer’s) 
position.”
  Councilman Irizarry then 
spoke up and questioned, “If we 
(the city) had a Public Informa-
tion Officer, would that be an 
annex? Because we don’t have 
one, you used an outside firm. 
What have they done?”
   Cattano continued, “I have 
not seen their bills (that they 
submitted) or hours they have 
worked, but I have emailed 
them, and they have communi-
cated with us.”
   Petrick asked, “What about 
utilizing Nixle?”
   Cattano responded, “There is 
a high use of Nixle, and we’ve 
had high number of new sign-
ups. You can sign up through 
your cell phone, but you have to 
op-in.”
   Carr then explained why he 
wanted to table Ordinance No. 
2, “We have to align the city’s 
code to the state statute. That’s 
why we have to make sure the 
OEM is also aligned with the 
state.”
  Resident Jeremy Baratta came 
up to speak on R-174 – Emer-
gency temporary appropria-
tions to extend CY: 2020 tem-
porary budget in the amount 
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Space shuttle Atlantis is seen as it lifts off from NASA Kennedy 
Space Center's Launch Pad 39A at 11:29 a.m. EDT. The launch of 
Atlantis on the STS-135 mission, is the final flight of the Shuttle 
Program.        *Photo by NASA/Bill Ingalls July 8, 2011
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A Voting
Problem?

   The flu epidemic has ended, 
perhaps a once in a lifetime 
event. What if it reappears at the 
end of October? Will the elec-
tions be cancelled, deferred, or 
extended?
   Would voting by last name 

order over a few days protect 
the people who show up at the 
polls?
   Voting by mail may cost more, 
take more time, and not be pre-
ferred by voters. It opens the 
door for irregularities as in the 
past.

Ronald A. Sobieraj

The STS-135 crew members pause for a final photograph in front of 
space shuttle Atlantis. From left are: Commander Chris Ferguson, 
Mission Specialist Sandy Magnus, Pilot Doug Hurley and Mission 
Specialist Rex Walheim Photo by NASA/Kim Shiflett

Astronauts Bob Behnken (L) and Doug Hurley (R)*NASA

NASA uses SpaceX Falcon 9 
to launch US astronauts into 
space from US soil for the first 
time in nearly 9 years, since the 
last space shuttle mission.  *AP

On Saturday, May 30, 2020 
at 3:22 p.m. the first success-
ful manned launch venture be-
tween SpaceX and NASA took 
place. The Falcon9 successfully 
launched into orbiting the earth 
to eventually dock with the in-
ternational space station on 
Sunday morning.
   On Friday, July 8, 2011 Space 
Shuttle Atlantis flew her final 
mission, and was the last flight 
of the space shuttle fleet. On 
that day, all involved with the 
space program knew it would 
be the last manned American 
spacecraft to launch on home 
soil. 10 years ago - tears of sad-
ness; 10 years later – tears of 
gladness. Congratulations to 
NASA, SpaceX and Elon Musk
C.M. & K.M.

Statement by 
Mayor Fred Henry on Incident 

at NJ Transit Station
*From South Amboy Facebook
SOUTH AMBOY - As many 
of you are already aware from 
media reports there was an in-
cident at the NJ Transit Station 
of Friday night that resulted 
in the death of one of our resi-
dents. The South Amboy Po-
lice Department, Middlesex 
County Prosecutors Office, and 
NJ Transit Police are working 
around the clock to identify and 
apprehend the person respon-
sible. At this time it appears to 
be an isolated incident.
   I have full confidence that 

Chief Darren LaVigne and the 
men and women of the South 
Amboy Police Department in 
cooperation with the Middlesex 
County Prosecutor and NJ Tran-
sit Police will leave no stone 
unturned in identifying and ap-
prehending the responsible per-
son.
   As this is an ongoing investi-
gation all further releases of in-
formation will come from either 
Chief LaVigne or the office of 
the County Prosecutor.

Sincerely, Mayor Fred A. Henry

Coughlin: “Americans, fellow 
New Jerseysans are
right to be angry.”

Press Release 5/30/20
TRENTON – Speaker Craig 
Coughlin (D-Middlesex) issued 
the following statement on the 
death of George Floyd:
   “Americans and fellow New 
Jerseyans are right to be angry. 
Our state and nation grieve for 
George Floyd, his family and 
friends. His tragic and sense-
less death offends our cherished 
commitment as a state and na-
tion to equal justice and equal 
rights. When that commitment 
is breached we all suffer. Let us 

not tolerate that suffering. 
   “We entrust law enforcement 
officers to keep us safe. That is 
a trust that should never be bro-
ken, and we must acknowledge 
that the overwhelming majority 
of New Jersey’s police officers 
conduct themselves honorably 
and professionally. 
   “So today let us rededicate 
to ourselves, together, to stand 
strongly in favor of justice, 
and in that way we honor Mr. 
Floyd.”

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM

US astronauts Doug Hurley 
and Bob Behnken have docked 
with, and entered, the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) 
*NASA
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IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

LIBERTY BAGEL CAFE.......................................... 326 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.

ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.

SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.

IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.

IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.

IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.

IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.

IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.

ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.

AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.

ANDERL & OAKLEY PC ................................................................ 309 MAPLE ST.

THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.

BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738 STATE ST.

C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.

CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.

CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.

COPA DE ORO .................................................................................... 306 SMITH ST.

DUNKIN DONUTS ........................................................................ 587 FAYETTE ST.

EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.

ELIZABETH CORNER ..................................................................... 175 HALL AVE.

FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.

FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.

HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.

INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.

JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.

JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER ......................... 272A HOBART ST.

KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.

LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.

LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.

LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.

MITRUSKA CHIROPRACTIC ...............................................788 CONVERY BLVD.

PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.

PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.

POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.

PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.

PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.

PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.

QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.

QUICK STOP DELI .......................................................................814 AMBOY AVE.

QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.

QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.

RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.

SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.

SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.

SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.

SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.

SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.

TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 238 SMITH ST.

WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.

ZPA ...................................................................................................... 281 GRACE ST.

IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.

SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.

SUNNYSIDE RESTAURANT .............................................................. 111 MAIN ST.

IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.

SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.

IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY NATIONAL BANK ......................................................100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 

CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY

COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.

KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY

KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 

SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY

SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.

WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY

IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.

MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.

NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.

ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
MON. Jun. 8 City Council, Caucus, 4:15 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

WED. Jun. 10 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High  St.

MON. Jun. 29 Board of Education, 5:30 p.m.

   PAHS, Eagle Ave.

South Amboy
WED. Jun. 3 City Council, Business, 6 p.m.

    City Hall, N. Broadway

WED. Jun. 17 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

All meetings are subject to change. Check the City Website to 

see if the meeting will take place via phone conference and for 

details how to participate

*Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on 

meeting times and places

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz 

Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!

Do not think that any call or report is too small

Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Important!
   Always call ahead of time 
to make sure any event you 
intend to attend will take 
place.
   The  Amboy Guardian 
will only put a cancellation 
notice in if we receive notice 
from the organizer of the 
event.

The Barge

Restaurant 

wishes everyone to 

stay healthy.

We look forward to 

serving you in the 

future.

2020
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January 15
February 5
February 19

March 4
March 18
April 1
April 15
May 6
May 20
June 3
June 17
July 1
July 15

August 5
August 19

September 2
September 16

October 7
October 21
November 4

November 18
December 2

December 16

PUBLIC NOTICE
JUNE 3, 2020 6PM SOUTH AMBOY

BUSINESS MEETING
THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD ELECTRONI-
CALLY. TO JOIN FROM YOUR COMPUTER, 
TABLET OR SMARTPHONE
 https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/ 932557005

To participate by computer, tablet or smartphone, it 
is necessary to download the following application:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/ 932557005
OR CALL 1 786-535-3211 AND ENTER ACCESS 
CODE 932557005 FOLLOWED BY THE # KEY

Attention! Our 

Newspaper is available at 

Shop-Rite, Perth Amboy at 

the Courtesy Counter! 

Please Submit Your Events 

to AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Attention Class of 2020 and/or

Father’s Day Greetings 
Have a Special Graduate or Dad?

Please e-mail photo and greeting to 

AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

or mail (in SASE) to: 

The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, 

NJ 08862-0127

 to be published in the 6/17/20 issue of 

The Amboy Guardian

(Must be prepaid) Deadline: 6/12/20 at 12 noon

$15 per greeting - Make check or money order pay-

able to: The Amboy Guardian

Name of Graduate or Dad 

Greeting Here

Photo Here

Joe Gonzalez (L) with his 

brother Hector Gonzalez (R) 

having fun in a bunny suit
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By Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed 

Guard, USNR, and all men and women who have answered the country’s call in time of need. 

Phil can be contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.

   In the Philippines, Japanese resistance on Luzon is reduced to rearguard actions by June 1, 1945. 
On the Philippines island of Mindanao, fighting continues. British troops occupy Lebanon and 
Syria, attempting to keep the peace between the local populations and the French military.
   From the Vatican, Pope Pius XII on June 2 expresses hopes that Germany will abandon the prin-
ciples of Nazism and build a new foundation. In Paris, President de Gaulle criticizes British inter-
vention in Lebanon and Syria, saying the U.K. is meddling in French affairs. The British, in turn, 
charge the French with using Lend Lease supplies against the Syrians and the Lebanese in violation 
of their agreement with the United States. In Santa Fe, New Mexico, Klaus Fuchs, a high-level and 
valued British theoretical physicist working on the Manhattan Project, gives a Soviet agent detailed 
drawings of the plutonium bomb that will shortly be tested at Los Alamos. Fuchs, a member of the 
Communist Party of Germany, had entered the United Kingdom as a refugee from the Hitler regime 
in 1933. He applied for British citizenship, which was granted in August 1942.
   Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces, in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, on June 3 
distributes captured maps of German minefields to all Allied governments in Europe. In the Middle 
East, French forces, escorted by British troops, leave Damascus, Syria.
   On June 4, two regiments of the U.S. 6th Marine Division make landings on Okinawa’s Oroku 
Peninsula in an attempt to outflank Japanese positions. In Bremen, Germany, two explosions occur 
at U.S. Military Police headquarters, killing 15 people.
   In Europe, the Allies on June 5 sign the Berlin Declaration, legally dissolving the government of 
Nazi Germany. They also agree to divide Germany — and separately, its capital, Berlin — into four 
sectors (one each controlled by the British, the French, the Americans and the Soviets) overseen by 
an Allied Control Council. The frontiers of occupied Germany are defined as those that existed on 
December 31, 1937. Radio Moscow announces the award of the highest (and rarest) Soviet military 
honor — the Order of Victory — to British Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery. Five days later, the 
Order of Victory is also awarded to U.S. General of the Army Dwight Eisenhower.
   On June 6, Gen. of the Army Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander, orders a holiday for troops 
in Europe in honor of the first anniversary of D-Day. Allied casualties during the eleven months 
from D-Day to VE-Day are 776,967, of which 141,590 were killed. On Okinawa, elements of the 
6th Marine Division advance on the Oroku Peninsula; Naha airfield is secured. Brazil declares war 
on Japan.
  In Kwanghsi Province, in the far south of China, three Chinese armies on June 7 prepare to launch 
an offensive to liberate the Hong Kong-Canton area. The first Allied cargo ship in three years enters 
Wewak harbor, in Papua-New Guinea. In Europe, King Haakon VII returns to Norway on the fifth 
anniversary of his leaving the country; he is greeted by cheering crowds. The U.K.’s King George 
VI visits the Channel Islands to congratulate the populace on its resolve during the German occupa-
tion. In Turin, Italy, U.S. troops find and arrest Rita Louisa Zucca, who had broadcast Axis propa-
ganda to Allied troops in North Africa and Italy from Rome. Closing her programs with the saying 
“a sweet kiss from Sally,” she was often referred to as “Axis Sally” much to the chagrin and annoy-
ance of Mildred Gillars, the “Axis Sally” who broadcast Nazi propaganda from Berlin. Although 
Zucca was born and raised in New York City, attempts by the U.S. government to prosecute her for 
treason come to nil when it is found that she had renounced her U.S. citizenship and had become an 
Italian national in 1938, well before her broadcasts began.
   On Okinawa, heavy fighting continues on the Oroku Peninsula on June 8. The Japanese heavy 
cruiser Ashigara, transporting Japanese troops, is sunk in the Java Sea by the British submarine 
HMS Trenchant. Over 1,200 troops and 100 crewmen go down with the ship. Some 400 soldiers and 
853 sailors survive. Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces reveals the details of Ger-
man plans to have exterminated all Jews in Europe by the summer of 1946. U.S. Undersecretary of 
State Joseph Grew denies that the Soviet Union will be “given” Korea and other territories in return 
for entering the war against Japan.
   On June 9, on Okinawa, Japanese forces defending the Oroku Peninsula are cut off and surrounded 
by units of the U.S. 6th Marine Division. Meanwhile, on the south end of the island, the U.S. 1st 
Marine Division is moving southward toward Kunishi Ridge, one of the last Japanese strongpoints. 
Radio Tokyo reports that 4.9 million Japanese have been displaced by Allied bombings. Japanese 
Prime Minister Kantarō Suzuki tells the Diet (the nation’s legislature) that Japan will “fight to the 
last.”
   Australian troops land near Brunei, Borneo, on June 10. While on picket duty off Okinawa, the 
destroyer USS William D. Porter is attacked and sunk by a Japanese kamikaze. Miraculously, while 
many of her crew of 243 are wounded, there are no fatalities. In Prague, there is worry over what is 
viewed as Soviet interference in Czechoslovakia, along with pressure for the “Sovietization” of the 
nation (that is, adoption of Soviet-like institutions, laws, customs and the Soviet way of life). Add-
ing to the concerns are the three Red Army divisions based in the outskirts of the capital.
   In China, Japanese forces recapture Ishan, in Kwanghsi Province, on June 11. The Allied South 
East Asia Command announces that an estimated 108,240 Japanese have been killed in Burma since 
1944. Soviet authorities begin the forcible expulsion of ethnic Germans from the Sudetenland, in 
western Czechoslovakia.
   On the Oroku Peninsula of Okinawa, on June 12, many of the encircled Japanese troops begin 
committing mass suicide to avoid surrendering. In Europe, the Yugoslav Army, per an agreement 
signed on June 9, departs Trieste, Italy, leaving New Zealand troops in control. The local population 
welcomes the arrangement.
   On Okinawa, Japanese resistance on the Oroku Peninsula ends on June 13. On Borneo, troops of 
the 9th Australian Infantry Division enter Brunei. U.S. Army ordnance experts state that German 
plans to attack the U.S. with V-2 rockets could have been realized by November 1945 had the war 
continued.
   In China, Chinese forces on June 14 recapture Ishan, in Kwanghsi Province. In Washington, the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff issue orders to Gen. of the Army MacArthur (Army), Gen. of the Army 
Arnold (Army Air Forces) and Fleet Adm. Nimitz (Navy) to prepare plans for the immediate oc-
cupation of Japan in the case of a sudden capitulation. German Foreign Minister Joachim von Rib-
bentrop is taken into custody by British troops near Hamburg, Germany. In Rangoon, Burma, Allied 
troops hold a victory parade.

World War II - 75 Years Ago

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM

JRMC Medical Center and 
Quest Diagnostics Team Up to 

Provide Testing for Newark 
School System Teachers

and Staff

Press Release 5/21/20
NEWARK - On Friday, May 
15, 2020, the JRMC Medical 
Center joined forces with Quest 
Diagnostics to provide the first 
round of testing services to 
members of the Newark Board 
of Education Faculty and Ad-
ministrative Staff as part of the 
ongoing COVID-19 prevention 
and treatment campaign. Test-
ing took place at the Malcom X 
Shabazz High School.
   There are 6,000 Board of 
Education employees, and the 
JRMC and Quest will assist in 
the testing of all employees in-
terested at the request of the 
Board of Education Administra-
tion.  Anyone who tests positive 
for COVID-19 is monitored by 
JRMC via telehealth.
   “The Jewish Renaissance 
Medical Center has been a criti-
cal partner in several health-re-
lated initiatives in our schools,” 
said Superintendent León.  It 
comes as no surprise that when 
it mattered the most to our staff, 
they stepped up for us.  The 
Newark school system is eter-
nally grateful for the generosity 
and assistance provided to us by 
JRMC.”
    “We’re proud to be working 
closely with Quest Diagnostics 
to increase access to COVID-19 
testing for faculty and staff of 
the Newark Board of Education 
during this health emergency,” 
said Jack O’Leary, CEO of 
JRMC. “This collaboration is a 

prime example of our mission 
in action, which is to engage in 
community outreach activities 
that improve healthcare access 
within our region.”
    To date, the JRMC has been 
testing at its Perth Amboy fa-
cility and has had a number 
of drive thru testing events 
whereby staff has seen 4,000 
COVID related patients, and 
tested 2,000 patients with an av-
erage of 40% of those patients 
testing positive for the virus. 
The JRMC is Federally Quali-
fied Health Center that provides 
healthcare services to patients 
regardless of insurance or in-
come status. 
   “COVID-19 testing is a criti-
cal component to curb this 
epidemic,” said Lakshmi Gu-
dapakkam, East Region Vice 
President & General Manager, 
Quest Diagnostics.  We are 
proud to join forces with JRMC 
to offer a COVID-19 testing 
strategy to the faculty and staff 
of the Newark Public School 
System. Supporting providers 
like JRMC with their testing 
strategy is a first step to getting 
our local communities back to 
care, school and work.”   
   Quest Diagnostics annually 
serves one in three adult Ameri-
cans, and half the physicians 
and hospitals in the US.
   For additional information on 
the JRMC COVID-19 testing 
program, visit www.jrmc.us

MIDDLESEX COUNTY – County offering over 4,500 Courses 
Through Free Online Learning Platform. Enhance skills and obtain 
industry recognized credentials by taking online courses developed 
by Skillsoft, a training provider used by Fortune-500 companies. 
Transportation/Logistics, Business Etiquette, QuickBooks, Project 
Management/Microsoft Office, Adobe, Accounting, Human Re-
sources, Six Sigma, Informational Technology, Sales/Marketing, 
Custom Service, + 100’s More!
   Explore Career Pathways, Browse the Catalog, Find a Job! Bonus: 
Visit the Industry Certification page to choose from 130+ Certifica-
tions (Exam Fee May Apply)
   Register Today at www.middlesexcountynj.gov 
• Free of Charge
• Manage your own online training
• Flexible, self-paced learning of essential workplace skills
• Courses to train for industry-recognized certifications
• Pass courses with 80% or higher to earn a completion certification
• Download and print your completion certificates
• Certifications for your resume that provide new interview talking 
points
• Professional development

SkillUp Middlesex

Ads Sell! Call Carolyn! 732-896-4446
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*Continued from Page 2
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The Raritan Bay Area YMCA Awarded 
NJ Department of Labor and Workforce 

Development Bridges to Employing Youth Grant
Grant to Address Career Development Needs of Pregnant or 

Parenting Youth 16-24
Press Release 5/12/20
PERTH AMBOY – The RARI-
TAN BAY AREA YMCA has 
received funding from the De-
partment of Labor and Work-
force Development. The grant 
will support a specialized popu-
lation of out of school pregnant 
and/or parenting youth, who 
have traditionally faced unique 
challenges and increased barri-
ers to career development and 
employment. This program will 
work to with each participant 
to identify individual and sys-
temic barriers to success, and 
to provide support that leads 
to increased skill-building and 
employability.
   As part of the program par-
ticipants will work with a case 
manager to develop an indi-
vidual success plan that will ad-
dress challenges such as lack of 
financial literacy, limited access 
to mentorship, the need for in-
creased pre- employment skills 
instruction, and the absence of 
internship opportunities. This 
planning is designed to allow 
participating youth to meet edu-
cation equivalency via a GED 
or High School diploma at-
tainment. Services will include 
hands-on skill-building through 

internships, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and in some circum-
stances paid part-time employ-
ment. To complete the program, 
participants must complete 
14-weeks of instructor lead skill 
building sessions and 6-weeks 
of hands-on employment prac-
tice. By the end of the program, 
participants will not only have 
the skills, assets, and résumé to 
find employment, but also the 
self-confidence to seek and ap-
ply for jobs, participate in inter-
views, and ultimately find a job 
that leads them and their fami-
lies to self-sufficiency.
   The Y, with the support of a 
diverse set of partners, seeks to 
assist in expanding the offerings 
of specialized services and sup-
ports by identifying, recruiting 
and providing a multi-compo-
nent framework of workplace 
readiness and career develop-
ment training to at least 50 
pregnant and parenting youth 
within a 20-month time-frame. 
Some of our partners are: the 
Department of Human Services, 
Department of Children and 
Family, Perth Amboy One-Stop, 
Perth Amboy Redevelopment 
Team for Neighborhood Enter-
prise and Revitalization (PART-

NER), Community Childcare 
Solutions, City of Perth Amboy, 
Central Jersey Family Health 
Consortium, Jewish Renais-
sance Foundation and United 
Way of Central Jersey.
   To participate in the Bridges 
to Employing Youth Program, 
participants must be between 
the ages of 16 and 24 years of 
age, live in Perth Amboy or 
Middlesex County, be out of 
school with no plans to return or 
attend college, and currently un-
employed. Participants can be 
male or female as long as they 
are parenting. Females may be 
pregnant at the time of accep-
tance into the program. “This 
program will truly serve as a 
“Bridge” to employment and 
self- sufficiency. The YMCA 
and its partners will work to 
eliminate barriers and create 
a clear pathway to job oppor-
tunities that were inaccessible 
before”, said Steve Jobin, Presi-
dent and CEO of the RARITAN 
BAY AREA YMCA.
   For more information or if you 
or someone you know can ben-
efit from this program please 
contact Lauren Capaci, lca-
paci@rbaymca.org or Rebecca 
Pauley, rpauley@rbaymca.org.

Invoices, Road Conditions, and Quality of Life 
Among Topics Discussed

5/27/20 Caucus & Council Meetings via Phone Conference

of $5,619,312.  Baratta ques-
tioned, “How much is outstand-
ing for the emergency appropri-
ations?” He then started to rattle 
off some items. 
   Council President Petrick in-
terrupted Baratta when he was 
speaking and stated, “This is 
not on the agenda. You can 
speak on this during the last 
public portion.”
   The council then voted on all 
of the ordinances, for Ordinance 
No. 1 (No public discussion- 
First Reading) – Adding a load-
ing zone portion on New Bruns-
wick Avenue. It was moved by 
Irizarry and seconded by Caba. 
Irizarry spoke up and said he 
was concerned about the load-
ing zone being 60 feet long. “It 
will eliminate 3 parking spaces 
– which is a lot!”
  Petrick spoke up and told 
Irizarry, “That is a legitimate 
concern.”
   Carr stated, “It’s a load-
ing zone requested by a liquor 
store.”
   Petrick suggested that the 
liquor store should ask for a 
smaller delivery truck.
   Irizarry said, “Let’s see how it 
works out.”
   When it came time to vote, 
Pabon, Tejeda and Petrick (who 
also stated it was too long) vot-
ed “No”. Irizarry and Caba vot-
ed “Yes”. Motion fails to pass 
on Ordinance No. 1. 
   Pabon stated, “There’s barely 
any parking for any businesses 
in that area.”

   Tejeda agreed with Pabon’s 
statement.
   For the consent Agenda R-174 
thru R-185 was moved by 
Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
and seconded by Councilman 
Joel Pabon.
  Irizarry spoke up and said, “I 
have a problem because on my 
agenda, I show we have a Reso-
lution R-186.”
   Petrick said, “It was put on by 
mistake.
   City Clerk Victoria Kupsch 
said, “It was removed. Items in 
that resolution were already in-
corporated into a previous reso-
lution.”
Public Portion:
   Resident Jeremy Baratta was 
the only person to speak. He 
referenced Stateside Affairs. 
“The council writes the checks, 
and the city pays the bills. They 
(Stateside Affairs) are not eli-
gible to be paid from the date 
of July 18, 2019. Why wasn’t 
this (their invoices submitted) 
discussed at previous meet-
ings? Go on their website. This 
is Wilda’s campaign team. Cat-
tano really didn’t know who 
they are. And what is this about 
an Annex Officer?”
   Cattano spoke up, “An annex 
can be anyone.”
   Pabon said, “We never voted 
on this (Stateside Affairs Public 
Relations).”
   Councilman Helmin Caba had 
no comments.
   Councilman Fernando Irizarry 
said, “Perhaps we need to have 
a resolution to pay Stateside for 
the money they are owed.”
   When Petrick asked Irizarry 

if he had looked at the services 
that Stateside provided, Irizarry 
responded, “No.” 
   Petrick then suggested, “You 
may be premature (asking for a 
resolution).”
   Irizarry spoke up again, “They 
still should get paid.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon spoke 
next and stated, “We need to 
have closed sessions for our 
meetings.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
had no comments.
   Council President William 
Petrick suggested, “Maybe 
we can have Zoom closed ses-
sions.”
   B.A. Carr said, “We really 
needed to have one tonight re-
garding litigation, but it’s my 
fault for not doing this. Maybe 
we can have closed sessions 
with the regular audience in at-
tendance.”
   Peterick continued, “We 
should have the council come 
in together in person in city hall. 
It would be under ten people 
(including all who are needed). 
Face to face would be better for 
closed sessions. We can use the 
council chambers. Think about 
it, and we can work on a date.” 
Petrick concluded the meeting, 
“Stay safe. Wash your hands 
and remember social distanc-
ing, especially in bodegas. God 
bless everyone.”
   All the council members 
echoed the same sentiments: 
“God bless everyone.” The 
council meeting adjourned at 
6:52 p.m.

Attend Public Meetings

Have Your Voice Heard!

 Buckeye Partners Donates 
More Than $130,000 To New 

York And New Jersey Charities 
Responding To COVID-19 

The donations are part of more than $1 million in 
charitable contributions being donated nationally

Press Release 5/26/20
NEW YORK – Buckeye Part-
ners, L.P. (“Buckeye”) an-
nounced today it is making 
more than $130,000 in chari-
table contributions across New 
York and New Jersey to help 
local nonprofits provide long-
term support and assist com-
munities impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Buckeye’s 
local teams in area across New 
York and New Jersey identified 
36 nonprofits that are making 
a positive impact in the fight 
against the pandemic. The do-
nations are part of more than $1 
million in charitable contribu-
tions being donated across all 
operating areas. 
   “The health and wellbeing 
of our local workforce and the 
communities where we operate 
are our top priority at Buckeye 
Partners,” said Buckeye Part-
ners President and CEO Clark 
C. Smith. “Given the impact 
this national medical emergen-
cy is having on so many of our 

communities, we’re proud of 
our employees and their support 
for all of the volunteers and or-
ganizations working so hard to 
assist those in need during this 
unprecedented time.” 
   Buckeye’s donations, which 
are coming from its general op-
erating funds, will benefit food 
banks, hospitals, first respond-
ers, shelters and other local 
charities in New York and New 
Jersey, such as The Apostles’ 
House in Newark and Food 
Bank for New York City. Lo-
cal teams chose nonprofits that 
have been instrumental in pro-
viding assistance to the victims 
and heroes of the pandemic. 
   These donations continue a 
tradition of charitable giving 
at Buckeye which has helped 
communities recover after di-
sasters and catastrophic weather 
events, including September 11 
as well as Hurricanes Sandy, 
Harvey, Matthew, Maria and 
Dorian.

Our Dads & Grads Issue is 

Coming Up on June 17, 2020

Deadline: Friday, June 12, 2020 

We Have Special Advertising Rates
Call Carolyn: 732-896-4446

or Katherine: 732-261-2610

or Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Grievance with Business 
Administrator, Boarding Houses, 

New Owners of Woodmont Among 
Many Topics for Discussion

5/26/20 Council Meeting via Phone Conference

geon Palace which is still stand-
ing. “It’s almost 3 years now. 
The Pigeon Palace has to go 
down! After 3 years this is a dis-
grace!”
   Mayor Fred Henry comment-
ed that the city had it scheduled 
to come down, but a stay was 
put on it.
   Council President Mickey 
Gross wanted to know what is 
happening this summer with 
swimming pools and camps. 
   Skarzynski stated, “I’ve spo-
ken to other people. We are 
waiting on the governor when it 
gets greenlighted.” 
   Gross thanked the Friends of 
South Amboy and the First Pres-
byterian Church. He then added, 
“Make sure seniors are okay, 
even if it’s just a phone call. 
Let’s be accountable. I’m start-
ing to agree about Woodmont. 
I don’t think it will hurt if we 

have a full understanding. It’s 
a good idea to look at it.” Gross 
then spoke about identification 
in city hall. He emphasized that 
everyone working for the city 
should have a collared shirt with 
a label on it or an ID on oneself 
(especially inspectors).
   Law Director Womack agreed 
stating there is a rule in the city 
that all inspectors are required 
to have IDs.
  No one spoke during the public 
portion. It was noted by Law Di-
rector Womack that speakers are 
not required state their full street 
address when making comments 
at the South Amboy Council 
Meeting, but it would be helpful 
to note if they were from South 
Amboy or not.
   The council went into closed 
session at 8:07 p.m. All council 
members were present at the 
meeting.
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Experienced Caretaker 

Cook, Clean, Shop, Do 

Hair - Part time Caring 

Person 732-707-4320; c- 

201-410-3365

 Caregiver

Solar Pool Cover Roller - 

Easy to use 16 x 32 - $75 

- 732-236-4479

Lighted Three Piece Wall 

Unit Plenty Storage - Excel-

lent $75 - 732-238-8439

Umbrella - Patio, needs 

cord and iron stand. $30 - 

732-283-0975

Lazy Boy Recliner - Color 

- Casual Oak - Hardly Used 

$70 - 732-290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-

reo System - Dog Bed $65 

ea. 732-293-0151

1 Large Christmas Tree 

$25; 1 Small $15; Lounge 

Chair $15 - 732-297-4457

Older New Toy Trucks Su-

noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess 

$20 Each or B.O.  - 732-

316-5092

Pancake Air Compressor 3 

Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-

1551 - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

6x8 Railroad Tie $20 - 732-

396-9537 - leave a message 

Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 

$25 - 732-442-1093

Car Battery 75 Series under 

1 year old. $50 - 732-442-

6057

Sayreville Bombers 14 KT  

Charm - $75 in Box; can 

add Specialty Sport Charm, 

etc. - 732-525-2405

Movano Watch SS Mu-

seum Style Mint Condition 

$75 Firm. 732-540-5351

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar. 

Good for young child - 

$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric Heater 

Radiator. Was $65 Now 

$20 New Never Used. 732-

547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 

732-570-9732

Safe Combination 21" High 

13 1/2" wide on wheels $75 

732-634-1851

Patio cushions - Perfect 

Condition- 6 - $30 -732-

634-3589

Gold Carnival Glass Col-

lector Plate (5th Day of  

Christmas) $25 732-673-

6305

Portable Singer Sewing 

Machine $35; Shower 

Doors $20 -  4'4"x 29 1/4" 

732-679-0086

Custom Jewelry $5-$10; 

Sled $25; Sports Memora-

bilia $10; Dream Catcher  

Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

New never used Mirror 

27"/41" Brown Frame was 

$120 - Now $75 - 732-721-

7186

For Sale

Tires - Firestone M&S 

LT275170R 18 Two $10 

Each 732-727-1772

Lawn Mower - Sears - Self 

Propelled Mulcher - no 

bag 6.75 HP - $45 732-

727-5056

Lionel Electric Train 

Transformer KW 190 

Watts. Excellent Condi-

tion $65 - 732-727-8417

Chairs - Dining- 6; 4 side; 

2 arms; good condition, 

oak - $75 - 732-738-4283

Dining Hutch - Wood - 

Good Condition $50 - Self 

Pick-up 732-826-6324

Free Firewood. Must pick 

up and cart away. 732-

826-8024

LP's Cassettes, CD's 

DVD's $1.00 each; Radio, 

CD $20 - 732-887-2235

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-

sonic LX Sport Twelve 

Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 

B.O. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for Har-

ley Sportster - Great Con-

dition $65 - 908-590-8885

Power Lift $75. Wing 

Chairs, Sofa, End Tables, 

Lamps, Microwave $10-

$50 - 908-803-9623

Children's Sports Lamp 

w/shade. Really cute, BB, 

FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-

670-4908

Tell Our AdvertisersTell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and

telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,

P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 

form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 

most perfect household, foster 

father of Jesus and guardian 

of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 

concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 

your powerful intercession 

with God, you obtain for me all 

the help and graces that I need 

for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare and in particular, the 

special favor I now ask there 

mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 

St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 

behalf will be heard by God 

and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 

my greater good. Thank you St. 

Joseph, for having responded to 

my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 

Jesus be adored, glori-

fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 

and forever. Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 

pray for us. St. Jude, helper 

of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 

Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.

   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 

Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446
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LOOKING BACK

Answers

From Puzzle

On Page 11

 PERTH AMBOY – The Holland being prepared in the Amboy Dry Docks.

*Photo Courtesy of the Perth Amboy Public Library

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

VIDEO REVIEW: 
Justice League Dark: Apokolips War

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959

Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    

By: Anton Massopust III
   “The Justice League never 
quits!” – Superman
   D.C. Comics produces better 
animated movies than their live 
action movies with some excep-
tions e.g. Batman and Wonder 
Woman.
   This new movie concludes 
the DC Animated Universe. 
Superman (Jerry O’Connell) 
prepares for a preemptive strike 
on the planet Apokolips on the 
Evil Darkseid, a godlike being 
who has tried to take over the 
earth several times. The Justice 
League’s information states that 
Darkseid is poised to attack our 
solar system. Superman's plan 
is to send a team into Apoko-
lips and stop Darkseid and his 
minions once and for all. Unfor-
tunately, the plan goes wrong. 
Many of the league either die or 
are turned into Darkseid’s min-
ions. Darkseid seems to know 
everything before it happens. 
Heroes and villains will have 
to put your differences before 
it's too late. All must unite to-
gether before earth’s resources 
are used up. Superman is left 
powerless with a Kryptonite 
tattoo so he and other few he-
roes, including Raven (Taissa 
Farmiga), Constantine, Etrigan 
the Demon (Ray Chase), Lois 

Lane (Rebecca Romijn), and 
Damian Wayne (Stuart Allan), 
Black Manta, Cheetah and 
a few villains led by Harley 
Quinn (Hynden Walch) and the 
Suicide Squad have to attack 
on two fronts: Lois leading the 
resistance on earth with Suicide 
Squad distracting Darkseid’s 
forces while Raven, Damion, 
and Constantine find Apoko-
lips’s main generator to destroy 
it. Darkseid is away busy try-
ing to take over another planet. 
Raven is dealing with her own 
problems with her father.
   I think you might have to be 
familiar with the DC roster of 
heroes and villains characters 
to really enjoy this movie or at 
very least have seen the previ-
ous DC animated films. They 
are worth downloading on de-
mand. It’s not for very young 
kids. There is plenty of gore and 
cursing and a lot of violence. 
The cursing I could have done 
without (it’s just there to get a 
R rating) The movie is well ani-
mated. Some of the voicework 
could have been changed. I only 
have a few criticisms (I did not 
like Rainn Wilson as the voice 
of Lex Luthor), but it's a lot of 
fun and available on demand to 
rent.

Memorial Day, Sadowski Pkwy,

Perth Amboy 5/25/20

 *Photos submitted by Javier Cruz
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Historical Reflections of Anguillian Offspring in Perth Amboy, NJ Pet of the Week 

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@
gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject 
line and explain why your pet is special. Please 
include Name and Phone# for verification.

ADOPT Squeaky 
PERTH AMBOY - I seriously 
can’t believe there is not ONE 
application for Squeaky! Just 
look at his adorable face, yet 
there's no interest in him. He has 
patiently waited for a forever 
home of his own while his world 
was turned upset down 4 1/2 
years ago when his mommy died 
& then when his caretaker died 
Oct. 2019 & her fiance no longer 
wanted Squeaky & his family.  It 
took weeks to adjust to his foster 
home.  He was so scared & con-

By Eric Hughes. I am the proud offspring of Anguillian im-
migrants who migrated to Perth Amboy, NJ and I am shar-
ing our story for posterity. Eric Hughes can be reached at 
richughes3741@gmail.com
   And now I proudly present the outstanding and historical stories, 
careers and talent of these pioneering young men, spear-headed 
by their dedicated Anguillian immigrant parents.
PART III
   In addition to these outstanding pioneers of class presidents, 
who are being profiled herein, Winston Hughes is also being rec-
ognized for his academics and consistently meeting the require-
ments for membership into the National Honor Society (scholar-
ship, service, leadership and character), showcasing his musical 
skills at high school assemblies, and for his incredible and out-
standing career as a music educator.
Winston Hughes – Academics and Music 
  Winston Hughes, my brother and the fourth of five (5) siblings, 
was born and raised in Perth Amboy to parents, Christopher Di-
ego Hughes, of West end and Long Bay, and Helen (Richardson) Winston Hughes

Hughes from Blowing Point. 
   “The Golden Voice,” for which Winston was known, got involved in music at a young
 age at the direction of his father.  He started out playing the piano at home, and enrolled at a talent 
agency to enhance his naturally gifted golden voice.  He made All-State Chorus, sang at numerous 
school assemblies and later was called on to sing at weddings, funerals and social events.
   Scholastically, Winston made the National Honor Society throughout his high school career and was 
a member of the Student Council Club. Winston was very popular in high school and as a result, his 
peers elected him “Student Mayor of Perth Amboy, NJ for a Day.” The election allowed him to run the 
city for a day and make intelligent agency and administrative decisions affecting the city’s residents. 
Based on Winston’s successful election as “Student Mayor,” the Perth Amboy Evening News (now 
defunct), featured Winston’s story and an impressive profile on the front page. It was indeed an amaz-
ing accomplishment for a young Anguillian offspring (or African American) in the early 1950s, within 
a small city like Perth Amboy with a majority white population.
   Winston’s goal was to follow his idol and mentor, Dr. Herbert N. Richardson, a music director, 
teacher and principal in the Perth Amboy School System.  He followed Dr. Richardson to Virginia 
State College (now university) where he too majored in music education.  In 1956, Winston received 
his B.Sc. in Public School Music, continued his musical studies at the College of New Jersey (for-
merly Trenton State College), where during 1966 he earned an M.A. in Conducting.  
   Subsequently, in 1959 Winston began his distinguished 40+ year career in music at the Edison 
Township Public Schools as a General Music and Choral Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Junior High 
School.  During 1964, he became Director of Choral Activities at Edison High School.  In 1966, he 
began a four-year term as the Chairman of Related Arts at Edison High School and served as liaison 
for the Departments of Art, Music and Industrial Arts.  During 1968, the Edison Jaycees named him 
Outstanding Young Educator of the Year.  In 1971, he served as Supervisor of Music K-12 (1977), 
and in1994, he was appointed Supervisor of Music and Art K-12 until his retirement in 1996.  Under 
his tutelage, the Edison High School Choir received numerous First Place and Overall Best Awards 
during 10 years of choral competitions.  
   His retirement from Edison Township Public Schools was earmarked by the Winston Hughes Schol-
arship, which was established to be given to students who exemplified the high ideals and standards 
he required. 
   In 1977, he became the first African American (and possibly the only one since then) to conduct and 
lead the New Jersey High School All-State Chorus.
   Winston was a former President of the Edison Supervisor’s Association and the NJ American Choral 
Director’s Association.  He also served on the boards of the American Choral Director’s Association, 
the North Jersey Philharmonic Glee Club and the New Jersey Music Educators Association.
   During 2004, Winston was inducted into the Perth Amboy High School Hall of Fame (NJ) as one of 
its distinguished graduates.  In 2006, he was named a Contemporary African American Achiever by 
the Sons and Daughters of the Anguilla Benevolent Society, Inc.
   Many years had passed by during the forty (40) years he served as music educator.  He had been 
in touch with many of his ex-students and when they discovered his illness, Winston invited them to 
the assisted living facility where he was residing, to sing some of the songs he taught them in high 
school over 30 years ago.  The lobby of the facility was filled with residents and the hallways echoed 
with harmony their melodious voices. Everyone was thoroughly satisfied with the performance and 
Winston was pleased he could help provide the entertainment.  
   Unfortunately, Winston passed away soon thereafter. The same group sang at Winston’s funeral 
and there wasn’t a dry eye during the funeral service.  His ex-students, many now in their 40s and 
50s, wept as they sang the songs that Winston had taught them when they were adolescents.  It was a 
stunning tribute to a man that contributed more than music education to his students; he also imparted 
knowledge of life’s lessons.
   After his transition, one of Winston’s legacies is that during October 2018, about seventy (70) of his 
former students stated on Facebook that Winston Hughes was the best music educator in the State of 
New Jersey; others ranked him among the top ten (10) in the country. One way or another, although 
there are no statistics to confirm how he was ranked as a music educator, his entire family was proud 
that so many people thought of him in this manner.
Honoring Mr. Hughes Posthumously
   The Edison High School, NJ Alumni Ensemble & PTA dedicated in November 2019 a new, polished 
granite bench outside the choir room dedicated to former choir teacher Mr. Winston Hughes.  It was a 
collaborative effort with former members of the Edison High School Alumni Ensemble, a choir com-
posed of Mr. Hughes’s past students, helping to raise funds for and design the bench.

fused. He wouldn't eat because he lost the only home he ever knew.  
Squeaky is ready for someone to open their heart & home to him.  
He needs a loving adopter.  He is a big, long boy that loves to love, 
be loved & be held like a baby. Squeaky's a lap cat & enjoys wet 
food.  He is utd on his vaccines, neutered, dewormed, flea treated, 
& fiv/felv negative. He is fully vetted & needs a home of his own! 
Could it be you? To adopt: Email Vmoralespps@yahoo.com  Text 
1.732.486.6382  Application & donation fee apply.

Photos by the Bay
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots

Photo Restoration/Digitization/Graphic Design

www.photosbythebay.com

All your Photography 
Needs Under One Roof

732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 

Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or 

on Amazon.com.  A Great Gift! Get it now along with Then 

& Now: Perth Amboy!

South Amboy 
Dowdell Library 

Issuing
Temporary

Library Cards
SOUTH AMBOY - Sign up 
for a temporary card (good for 
60 days) that will give you ac-
cess to great online resources 
cardholders already have. Free 
access to eBooks, eMagazines, 
eMusic/eMovies, Rosetta Stone 
and JerseyClicks - Reliable In-
formation 24/7. For more info, 
email comments@dowdell.org 
or visit us at www.dowdell.org.

Attn: If Your Club changes its 

Schedule due to the Holidays

or if you have 

Community Events to Submit

Please give us two weeks 

advanced notice!

732-896-4446 or 732-261-2610

AmboyGuardian@gmail.com
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 

for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Your Ad Here Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$20 
a week

5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Repairs

Cooling & Heating

We’re Cool…ARE YOU?

Stephen’s Cooling 
& Heating

Window, Wall, Central 
Air Conditioning
Repair or Replace

We beat all prices!!!

214-287-1731
40 Years Service Experience
Hudson/Bergen/Essex Co.

Your Comfort is Our Business

Let Me Help

Tired of Taxes
 & Maintenance Costs?

Are you facing Foreclosure?
Pre-foreclosure?

Divorce? Separation? 
Just want to move? Family? Death?

Save your credit and reputation
I can solve your real estate problems

917-747-0304 ask for Tim
Email: McNairCapitalLLC@gmail.com

Se Habla Español 3/18

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$20 
a week

5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Funeral Service

Hall for Rent

Ancient Order 

of Hibernians
271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ

Hall Accommodates 100 Guests

Great for: Birthdays, Retirement, 

Christenings, Communion Parties and 

Baby or Wedding Showers

$400 Plus Refundable Deposit

Call: 732-721-2098 4/1

Hall For Rent

4/1

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here



12. The Amboy Guardian *June 3, 2020

 

PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful Raritan Model ElevationB 
to be built as an open floor plan design featuring living 
room, dining room, 2.5 bath, 4 bedroom, full basement, 
A/C, 2 car garage more important lots of optional up-
grades to choose from see attachments, close to Staten 
Island, all major highways, parks and shopping centers. 
$450,000

SOUTH PLAINFIELD - Completely renovated property 
New bathrooms with designer ceramic, new kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances, designer cabinets and granite 
counter tops. Master rooms with his and hers closet and 
private bathroom. Big backyard with patio. A must see! 
$559,000

PERTH AMBOY - Welcome to this large 3 level Town-
house, with 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths, family/office room, 
Master bedroom has a full master bath with double sink, 
tub, and shower stall. This unit also has a private front 
Paver Patio yard before you enter the Townhouse. Two 
parking spots in covered garage/parking deck included. 
The unit has 1 assigned parking spot that comes with 
Townhouse and owner pays additional fee for 2nd spot 
which is already included in maintenance fee. $269,000

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful Bayshore Model elevation 
B, is being built as an open floor plan design featuring liv-
ing room, dining room, full basement, A/C, 2 car garage, 
4 bed rooms, 2.5 bath more important lots of upgrades to 
choose from see attachments, close to all major highways, 
Staten Island, Parks and shipping centers. $450,900

PERTH AMBOY - Huge two family only a block from 
waterfront lots of rooms, off street parking separated 
utilities but water, unique two-family great condition. 
$550,000

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

Enrique Hernandez

Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS

 WOODBRIDGE PROPER - Great neighborhood! 
Come to see this very well-maintained home. Close to 
everything (Train, shopping center, public transportation, 
etc.) Hardwood floors, foyer, large kitchen, separate din-
ing area, first floor with a big bedroom and bathroom in-
side, possible master on the second floor, big driveway 
for more than 3 cars. Property needs some TLC, but you 
won't be disappointed. $345,000

PERTH AMBOY - Looking to buy a new construction 
house? You got it! close proximity to shopping, schools, 
entertainment and recreation. Corner property minutes 
from major routes, 2 tory home. Brand new from top to 
bottom. Central AC Harwood floor and Ceramic, granite, 
2 car garage and more. 2 Brand new houses one next to 
the other one. $415,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great two move-in condition great 
high school location separated utilities, 2 car garage. 
$365,000

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful single-family home. Near 
Hospital and public transportation. Property is being sold 
AS IS. A MUST SEE! $299,000

Petra Best Realty

Wishes to thank all of our 

First Responders &

Healthcare Workers during 
the Covid-19 Pandemic


