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Keep	those	Letters	Coming!	We	Love	to	Hear	From	You!		E-mail	letters	to	the	editor	to	amboyguardian@gmail.
com	or	write	to	the	paper	at	Letters	to	the	Editor,	The	Amboy	Guardian,	P.O.	Box	0127,	Perth	Amboy,	NJ	08862-
0127.	Letters	must	 include	your	 full	 name,	 address	 and	daytime	 telephone	number	or	 cell	 phone	number	 for	
verification.	First	time	letter-writers	must	be	called	for	verification	or	your	letter	will	not	be	published.	If	you	are	
a	public	official,	please	include	your	title.	All	letters	are	subject	to	editing	or	rejection.	All	submissions	may	be	
published	or	distributed	by	us	in	print,	electronic	or	other	forms.	Opinions	expressed	in	Letters	to	the	Editor	are	
those	of	the	writers	and	do	not	represent	or	reflect	the	views	of	the	Amboy	Guardian.

There is Hope for Us

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

We Value Your Opinion! 

Please Send Us A Response!

An Outright Lie
			I	had	the	honor	and	privilege	
of	 serving	 our	 great	 city	 for	 a	
period of twelve years in the po-
sition	of	Council	President	and	
Councilman.	 I	 firmly	 believed	
in	 the	 Oath	 of	 Office	 I	 was	
sworn to uphold. To me, that 
Oath	meant	serving	with	dignity	
and	honesty	and	as	such,	should	
never	 be	 violated.	 In	 a	 recent	
campaign	 flyer,	 Mayoral	 can-
didates	 Joseph	 B.	 Vas	 told	 an	

outright	 lie	concerning	Captain	
Paul	 Cannamela	 of	 the	 Perth	
Amboy	 Police	 Department.	
Vas	lied	when	he	stated	that	the	
Captain	Cannamela	did	not	take	
the	 qualifying	 examination.	
That	 is	 a	 lie	 because	 Captain	
Cannamela	 did	 take	 and	 pass	
the	qualifying	examination.	We	
had	one	mayor	who	lied,	cheat-
ed,	and	stole	 from	 the	city	and	
in	fact,	was	sentenced	to	a	six-
year	jail	term.	Now,	we	have	the	

son	 of	 the	 same	 mayor,	 telling	
a	lie	in	his	campaign	literature.	
It	appears	 to	be	 that	 if	Vas	 lies	
as	 a	 candidate,	 what	 other	 un-
ethical	 things	 would	 he	 do	 in	
the	 unlikely	 event	 he	 becomes	
mayor?	I	am	sure	that	lurking	in	
the shadows, his most “trusted” 
advisor	would	be	his	convicted	
father.

Armand	Cannamela

Short-Term 
Memory

		One	of	the	mayoral	candidates	
in	 Perth	 Amboy	 states	 that	 he	
helped nearly a thousand home-
owners to lower their property 
taxes.	 While	 true,	 he	 almost	
makes it sound as if he did this 
work pro bono. Tens of thou-

sands of shekels went into his 
pocket	as	well!	The	same	person	
mentions the failures of the past 
twelve	 years	 conveniently	 (?)	
forgetting	 the	 previous	 admin-
istration’s	 fiascoes.	 Now,	 who	
was	 mayor	 then?	 And	 finally,	
both	investigating	and	litigating	
non-violent	crimes	also	cost	the	
taxpayers	money	as	does	hous-

ing,	feeding,	providing	medical	
care	 as	well	 as	other	 amenities	
if	 that	 individual	 is	 incarcer-
ated.	 Only	 one	 candidate	 that	
I	know	of	has	a	parent	 that	fits	
that	description!	Thank	you!

The	Honorable	
Michael	Rusznak

   There still is kindness in the 
world.	You	may	ask	how	I	know	
this? When my dad died this 
past	 March,	 I	 wanted	 to	 print	
photos	 at	 a	 local	 pharmacy.	
They had run out of photo pa-
per	 for	 the	 machine	 and	 could	
not	 print	 the	 photos.	 When	 I	
told	 them	 I	 desperately	 needed	
the	photos	printed	and	couldn’t	
wait,	 one	 of	 the	 workers	 actu-
ally	went	to	another	store	to	get	
the	paper	and	I	was	able	to	print	
the photos within a few hours. 
A	 friend	 came	 by	 later	 to	 pick	
them up for me. 
   Then there were friends who 
came	and	visited	my	dad	in	the	
hospital	and	others	who	offered	
their	kindness	through	favors.	
			Recently,	my	mom	and	I	had	
to	 go	 to	 the	 NJMVC	 in	 Ha-
zlet.	My	mom	dropped	her	cell	
phone	 and	 couldn’t	 find	 it.	 I	
tried	calling	it,	but	there	was	no	
answer.	After	looking	in	my	car	
and	 walking	 around	 the	 build-
ing	 (a	 strip	 mall	 that	 includes	
other	 stores	 -	 the	 line	wrapped	
all	 around	 the	 whole	 building)	
and	 asking	 if	 anyone	 found	 a	
cell	phone,	one	woman	told	me	
to	 ask	 the	 guard.	 I	 asked	 him	
and he handed me the phone. A 
woman	had	 found	 it	 and	given	
it to him.
	 	 	 We	 had	 brought	 foldable	
chairs	to	wait	in	the	line	(pay	in	
mind	this	is	at	7:30	a.m.	–	there	
were people there who had been 
in	line	since	8:30	p.m.	the	previ-
ous	night).	When	the	line	start-
ed	 moving,	 a	 young	 man	 saw	
that my mother’s and my hands 
were	 full,	 so	 he	 carried	 the	
chair	for	us.	(We	were	carrying	
packed	 lunches,	 water	 bottles,	
and the needed papers for the 
MVC	and	hand	sanitizer).	Note	
that	they	only	let	a	certain	num-
ber of people in per day.
   These individuals did not have 
to	do	these	things	-	but	they	did.	
There is kindness in the world.
   All over the news you see 
people	 rioting,	 looting,	 fight-
ing	with	each	other	 and	 full	of	
hate.	What	happened	 to	having	
your	opinion	on	politics	without	
being	 crucified	 by	 others	 who	
have	opposing	views	than	you?	
That was always a part of the 
beauty	 of	 the	 United	 States	 –	
you	are	free	to	voice	your	opin-
ion	without	 repercussions	 from	

the	 government	 or	 anyone	 for	
that	matter.	 It	 seems	 things	are	
different	now	and	we	are	slowly	
losing	 our	 freedom	 of	 speech	
and many of our other freedoms 
as	well.	We	cannot	let	this	hap-
pen.
	 	 	Coming	on	the	19th Anniver-
sary	 of	 9-11-01,	 I	 remember	
what	9-12-01	 looked	 like	–	 the	
day	after.	People	were	stuck	 in	
New	York	and	New	Jersey	and	
in	 airports	 everywhere.	 Cars	
lined up on Amboy Avenue 
from	the	Outerbridge	Crossing.	
People	 opened	 up	 their	 houses	
to	 strangers	 just	 so	 they	 could	
use the bathroom and have a 
bite to eat or so they did not 
have	 to	 sleep	 in	 their	 cars	 or	
outside.	People	proudly	flew	the	
American	flag	everywhere.	For	
a	brief	time,	everyone	was	nice	
to	everyone.	Have	we	forgotten	
those times?
   Terrorists later bombed the 
Boston	 Marathon,	 attacked	
England,	 Germany,	 and	 other	
places	and	at	other	times.	Some	
of these attempts were thwarted 
by	 authorities.	 Now,	 who	 is	 to	
say	our	enemies	are	trying	a	dif-
ferent	 approach:	 germ	 warfare	
and	 attacking	 us	 from	 within	
–	 divide	 and	 conquer.	 Weaken	
us.	Let	us	kill	each	other	–	then	
roll	 right	 in.	Take	 lessons	from	
history:	Rome	fell	from	within.	
When the apple rots from the 
core,	it	is	all	downhill.	We	can-
not let our enemies destroy us 
like	this.	We	must	work	togeth-
er.
	 	 	However,	 these	acts	of	kind-
ness	from	those	with	nothing	to	
gain	gives	me	hope.	A	fire	starts	
from	a	single	spark.	Light	your	
spark of kindness and pass it on. 
There is hope for us. K.M.

Perth Amboy Civic Trust Proposes Creating a
Citizens’ Public Safety Advisory Council Presents 

Proposed Ordinance to City Council

Press	Release	9/11/20
PERTH	 AMBOY	 -	 The	 Perth	
Amboy	 Civic	 Trust	 proposed	
establishing	 	 a	 Citizens’	 Pub-
lic	 Safety	 Advisory	 Council,	
presenting	 the	 proposal	 in	 the	
form	of	an	ordinance	to	the	City	
Council	 at	 its	August	 12	meet-
ing	and	continuing	to	make	the	
case	for	it	at	the	Sept.	9	Council	
meeting.	 	 Harry	 Pozycki,	 The	
Citizens	
	 	 	The	primary	goal	of	 the	Ad-
visory	 Council	 would	 be	 to	
advance	 best	 practice	 de-esca-
lation	 policies	 through	 a	 part-
nership	 between	 community	
members	and	the	police	depart-
ment.	 These	 policies,	 accord-
ing	to	The	Citizens	Campaign’s	

Law	 and	 Policy	 Task	 Force,	
are	 proven	 to	 not	 only	 reduce	
excessive	 force	 incidents,	 but	
to	also	reduce	police	officer	in-
juries	 and	 the	 costs	 of	 police	
abuse lawsuits.
	 	 	 More	 specifically,	 The	 Citi-
zens	 Public	 Safety	 Advisory	
Council	 will:	 conduct	 sessions	
to	 hear	 concerns	 of	 citizens;		
recommend	 to	 the	Mayor,	City	
Administrator	and	Police	Chief	
policies	 to	 enhance	 the	 opera-
tion,	management	 and	 efficien-
cy	 of	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	 Police	
Department,	 including	 but	 not	
limited	to	policies	that	enhance	
de-escalation	practices;	serve	as	
an	advisory	council	to	the	May-
or	and	Police	Chief;	review	any	

reports	 and	 performance	 audits	
of	 the	 Police	 Department	 with	
regard	 to	 progress	 on	 adoption	
and/or	 implementation	 of	 de-
escalation	 policies;	 and	 	 serve	
as	 an	 advisory	 council	 to	 the	
Mayor	and	Police	Chief.
	 	 	 “Connecting	 the	 police	 de-
partment	to	the	community	in	a	
shared	mission	of	de-escalation	
is	 a	 key	 to	 continued	 progress	
on	 ensuring	 that	 force	 is	 only	
used	as	a	last	resort,”	said	Harry	
Pozycki,	 a	 Perth	Amboy	 Civic	
Trustee	 and	 Founder	 of	 The	
Citizens	 Campaign.	 “This	 pro-
posed	 Citizens’	 Public	 Safety	
Advisory	Council	is	designed	to	
do	exactly	that.”

Temporary 
Employment 
Opportunity 

with Middlesex 
County Board 

of Elections
MIDDLESEX	 COUNTY	
-	 The	 Middlesex	 County	
Board	 of	 Elections	 is	 look-
ing	 for	 persons	 to	 assist	 in	
the	 counting	 of	 mail	 in	 bal-
lots. The temporary workers 
will be needed from the end 
of September until the end of 
November	 and	 will	 have	 to	
be	able	to	travel	to	Middlesex	
County	 College.	 Hours	 are	
flexible,	 there	 will	 be	 three	
shifts	and	the	wage	is	$15	per	
hour.	 If	 interested	 you	 may	
contact	 Maria	 at	 732-745-
3471.

Poll Workers Needed
Press	Release
MIDDLESEX	 COUNTY	 -	 John	 Anagnostis	 Regional	 Vice	
Chair	 of	 the	 Middlesex	 County	 Republican	 Organization	 has	
announced	 there	 are	 openings	 for	 Poll	 Workers	 for	 the	 2020	
General	Elections	to	be	held	on	November	3,	2020.
			You	can	be	a	poll	worker	if	you	are	18	years	old,	a	registered	
voter	and	live	in	Middlesex	County.	The	following	communi-
ties	 need	 poll	 workers:	 Carteret,	 Perth	 Amboy,	 Woodbridge,	
Sayreville and South Amboy.
			A	poll	worker	attends	a	training	class,	reports	to	the	polling	
places	 45	minutes	 prior	 to	 the	 polls	 opening	on	 election	day,	
prepares	the	polling	place,	verifies	voters	are	registered	in	the	
district,	assists	the	voter	if	there	are	questions,	maintains	order	
at	the	polls,	closes	polling	places	at	the	designated	times.	The	
pay	for	the	Election	Day	is	$200.00
			This	is	a	chance	for	residents	to	participate	in	our	democracy.		
If	you	are	 interested	please	 -contact	John’s	office	at	732-371-
9967	Monday	to	Friday	between	9:00	a.m.	and	7:00	p.m.	if	no	
answer	leave	a	message.
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IN FORDS:
COLONIAL	RESTAURANT.....................................	366	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AVE.
LIBERTY	BAGEL	CAFE..........................................	326	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AVE.
PUBLIC	LIBRARY............................................................................211	FORD	AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S	DELI	....................................................684	KING	GEORGE’S	RD.
SUPER	DUPER	DELI	III	..............................................	650	KING	GEORGE’S	RD.
IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683	FLORIDA	GROVE	RD.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S	DELI	...............................................................	5	LAURENCE	PKWY.
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE	LIQUORS	.................................................................467	S.	PINE	AVE.
IN PARLIN:
DAD’S	ROYAL	BAKERY..................................................3290	WASHINGTON	RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST	CONSTITUTION	BANK	.........................................................	145	FAYETTE	ST.
ADULT	CONTINUING	EDUCATION	CENTER	....................	178	BARRACKS	ST.
ALAMEDA	CENTER	............................................................................	303	ELM	ST.
AMBOY	CHECK	X-CHANGE	.........................................................321	MAPLE	ST.
ANDERL	&	OAKLEY	PC	................................................................	309	MAPLE	ST.
THE	BARGE	.......................................................................................201	FRONT	ST.
BAY	CITY	LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738	STATE	ST.
C-TOWN	.............................................................................................272	MAPLE	ST.
CEDENO’S	PHARMACY	...................................................................	400	STATE	ST.
CITY	HALL	............................................................................................260	HIGH	ST.
COPA	DE	ORO	....................................................................................	306	SMITH	ST.
DUNKIN	DONUTS	........................................................................	587	FAYETTE	ST.
EASTSIDE	DRY	CLEANERS	..............................................................	87	SMITH	ST.
ELIZABETH	CORNER	.....................................................................	175	HALL	AVE.
FAMILY	FOOT	CARE	........................................................................252	SMITH	ST.
FU	LIN	...................................................................................................	79	SMITH	ST.
HY	TAVERN	..........................................................................................	386	HIGH	ST.
INVESTOR’S	BANK	...........................................................................	598	STATE	ST.
JANKOWSKI	COMMUNITY	CENTER	................................................	1	OLIVE	ST.
JEWISH	RENAISSANCE	MEDICAL	CENTER	.........................	272A	HOBART	ST.
KIM’S	DRY	CLEANERS	......................................................................	73	SMITH	ST.
LAW	OFFICES	.............................................................................	708	CARSON	AVE.
LEE’S	MARKET	..................................................................................	77	SMITH	ST.
LUDWIG’S	PHARMACY	.................................................................75	BRACE	AVE.
MITRUSKA	CHIROPRACTIC	...............................................788	CONVERY	BLVD.
PETRA	BEST	REALTY.......................................................................	329	SMITH	ST.
PETRICK’S	FLOWERS	..........................................................	710	PFEIFFER	BLVD.
POLICE	HEADQUARTERS	......................................	365	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AVE.
PORTUGUESE	MANOR	........................................................................	310	ELM	ST.
PROVIDENT	BANK	...........................................................................	339	STATE	ST.
PUBLIC	LIBRARY	.....................................................................196	JEFFERSON	ST.
PUERTO	RICAN	ASSOCIATION	........................................................100	FIRST	ST.
QUICK	CHEK	.........................................................................853	CONVERY	BLVD.
QUICK	STOP	DELI	.......................................................................814	AMBOY	AVE.
QUISQUEYA	MARKET	.........................................................249	MADISON	AVE.
QUISQUEYA	LUNCHEONETTE	............................................	259	MADISON	AVE.
RARITAN	BAY	AREA	Y.M.C.A.	................................365	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AVE.
RARITAN	BAY	MEDICAL	CENTER	........................530	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AVE.
SANTANDER	BANK	.............................................................	365	CONVERY	BLVD.
SANTIBANA	TRAVEL	.......................................................................	362	STATE	ST.
SCIORTINO’S	RESTAURANT	.................................473	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AVE.
SHOP-RITE	.............................................................................365	CONVERY	BLVD.
SIPOS	BAKERY	.................................................................................	365	SMITH	ST.
SUPERIOR	DINER..............................................................................464	SMITH	ST.
SUPREMO	SUPERMARKET	...............................................................270	KING	ST.
TORRES	MINI	MARKET	..............................................................403	BRUCK	AVE.
TOWN	DRUGS	&	SURGICAL	.........................................................	238	SMITH	ST.
WELLS	FARGO	..................................................................................	214	SMITH	ST.
ZPA	......................................................................................................	281	GRACE	ST.
IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH	HALL	................................................................................	167	MAIN	ST.
SENIOR	CENTER	................................................................................	423	MAIN	ST.
SUNNYSIDE	RESTAURANT	..............................................................	111	MAIN	ST.
IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC	LIBRARY	.............................................................................546	WEST	AVE.
SEWAREN	CORNER	DELI	...............................................................514	WEST	AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY	NATIONAL	BANK	......................................................100	N.	BROADWAY
BROADWAY	BAGELS	...............................................................105	S.	BROADWAY
BROADWAY	DINER	..	................................................................126	N.	BROADWAY	
CITY	HALL	.................................................................................140	N.	BROADWAY
COMMUNITY	CENTER	.........................................................	200	O’LEARY	BLVD.
KRAUSZER’S	.............................................................................200	N.	BROADWAY
KRAUSZER’S	...................................................................717	BORDENTOWN	AVE.
PUBLIC	LIBRARY	...............................................................100	HOFFMAN	PLAZA	
SCIORTINO’S	HARBOR	LIGHTS	...........................................	132	S.	BROADWAY
SOUTH	AMBOY	MEDICAL	CENTER............................540	BORDENTOWN	AVE.
WELLS	FARGO	BANK..............................................................116	N.	BROADWAY
IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY	HALL	...............................................................................................1	MAIN	ST.
MAIN	ST.	FARM	...................................................................................107	MAIN	ST.
NEWS	&	TREATS	..................................................................................	99	MAIN	ST.
ST.	JOSEPH’S	SENIORS	RESIDENCE	................................1	ST.	JOSEPH’S	TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
TUES.	Sept.	15		 BID,	4	p.m.
	 	 	 YMCA,	New	Brunswick	Ave.
THURS.	Sept.	17	 Board	of	Education,	5:30	p.m.
	 	 				 PAHS,	Eagle	Ave.
MON.	Sept.	21	 City	Council,	Caucus,	4:30	p.m.
     		 YMCA,	New	Brunswick	Ave.
WED.	Sept.	23	 City	Council,	Regular,	7	p.m.
	 	 			 YMCA,	New	Brunswick	Ave.
THURS.	Sept.	24	 Historic	Preservation	Commission,	7	p.m.
	 	 	 Brighton	Avenue	Community	Center
	 	 	 Brighton	Ave.	&	Sadowski	Pkwy.
South Amboy

WED.	Sept.	16		 City	Council,	Regular,	7	p.m.
	 	 			City	Hall,	N.	Broadway
WED.	Oct.	7	 City	Council,	Business,	6	p.m.
	 	 			City	Hall,	N.	Broadway
All meetings are subject to change. Check the City Website to 

see if the meeting will take place via phone conference and for 

details how to participate

*Check our website www.amboyguardian.com for updates on 

meeting times and places

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Safety Announcement From Mayor Wilda Diaz 

Regarding the Recent Incidents in NYC and NJ
We	are	taking	safety	precautions	in	the	City	of	Perth	Amboy,	em-
phasize	that	it	is	important:
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report	Suspicious	Activity	-	Be	Vigilant	-	STAY ALERT!

Do	not	think	that	any	call	or	report	is	too	small
Don’t	allow	the	actions	of	a	few	dictate	your	quality	of	life
FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1

FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Important!
   Always call ahead of time 
to make sure any event you 
intend to attend will take 
place.
   The  Amboy Guardian 
will only put a cancellation 
notice in if we receive notice 
from the organizer of the 
event.

2020
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January	15
February	5
February	19

March	4
March	18
April 1
April	15
May	6
May	20
June	3
June	17
July	1
July	15

August	5
August	19

September 2
September 16

October	7
October	21
November	4
November	18
December	2
December	16

Attention

Businesses 

Open During 

Pandemic

Crisis:
Let customers know 

your services are 

helping to serve the 

community. Con-

sider Advertising in 

the Amboy Guard-

ian. Our rates are 

reasonable for both 

print and/or online 

advertising. Are 

you hiring? Get the 

word out!

Call Carolyn: 

732-896-4446 or 

Katherine:

732-261-2610

Email the Amboy 

Guardian:

AmboyGuard-

ian@gmail.com

Attention!

 Our Newspaper is 

available at Shop-Rite, 

Perth Amboy at the 

Courtesy Counter! 

Please Submit Community Events 

2 Weeks in Advance!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com
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Road Work on Rte. 35, Citizen Advisory Council, Water/Sewer Bill Dispute,
Vote-By-Mail Topics of Discussion

9/9/20 Caucus & Council Meetings

The	City	Council	met	at	the	YMCA	Auditorium
*Photo by Katherine Massopust

By:	Katherine	Massopust
PERTH	AMBOY	–	There	were	
several	 key	 topics	 discussed	 at	
the	9/9/20	Caucus	and	Council	
Meetings	 which	 were	 held	 in-
person	 at	 the	 YMCA	 Audito-
rium. 
			The	first	topic	discussed	at	the	
caucus	was	 referring	 to	R-314-
9/20	–	Authorizing	the	insertion	
of	revenue	in	the	CY	2020	Bud-
get	pursuant	to	N.J.S.A.	40A:4-
87	(Chapter	159,	P.L.	1948)	for	
the	 NJDOT	 FY2020	 Munici-
pal Aid Grant in the amount of 
$508,467.00	
		Councilman	Fernando	Irizarry	
remarked,	 “For	 2	 years	 there	
are	barriers	up	on	Rte.	35	which	
have	 inconvenienced	 our	 citi-
zens.	We	have	given	2	½	years.	
Those barriers are up with noth-
ing	happening.	
   When asked why this is so, 
Interim	Business	Administrator	
Patricia	Perkins	had	no	answer	
and	stated	she	will	research	the	
problem. 
	 	 	 Council	 President	 William	
Petrick	 stated	 the	 reason	 why	
there	was	 such	 a	 long	delay	 in	
the	 work	 to	 begin	 is	 because	
of multiple pipelines in the 
area.	 The	 NJDOT	 (New	 Jer-
sey	Division	of	Transit)	 had	 to	
get	 permission	 because	 of	 not	
damaging	 the	 pipelines	 when	
construction	 begins.	 He	 direct-
ed	 B.A.	 Perkins	 to	 City	 Engi-
neer	Jeff	Rauch	who	could	help	
with the matter. 
	 	 	Councilman	Joel	Pabon	stat-
ed,	 “It’s	 a	 pretty	 poor	 excuse.	
I’m	 not	 blaming	 the	 current	
B.A.	because	she	 just	got	here.	
They	 state	 there	 are	 differ-
ent pipelines buried here. We 
should	say	please	give	us	a	bet-
ter	 answer.	Once	 I	 saw	a	biker	
cutting	 weeds	 in	 that	 area	 (be-
cause	 he	 couldn’t	 get	 through	
on	his	bicycle).	I	called,	and	the	
city	came	and	cut	the	weeds	the	
next	day.	I	really	hope	someone	
comes	up	(with	an	answer)	why	
these	things	are	happening.”
	 	 	 Council	 President	 Petrick	
stated	 that	 City	 Engineer	 Jeff	
Rauch	 should	 reach	 out	 to	 the	
DOT.
	 	 	The	next	 topic	of	discussion	
was	 referring	 to	 R-324-9/20	
Authorizing	the	cancellation	on	
Menpe,	Corp.	BOD	bill	account	
no.	 10046-0	 in	 the	 amount	 of	
$22,866.66	due	to	ongoing	dis-
pute of April 23 bill.
				Councilman	Fernando	Irizar-
ry	 asked	 what	 BOD	 stands	
for.	 It	 was	 explained	 it	 means	
biochemical	 oxygen	 demand.	
BOD	 is	 the	 traditional,	 most	
widely used test to establish 
concentration	 of	 organic	 mat-
ter	 in	wastewater	 samples	 (i.e.,	
relative	strength).	BOD	is	based	
on	the	principle	that	if	sufficient	
oxygen	 is	 available,	 aerobic	
biological	 decomposition	 (i.e.,	
stabilization	 of	 organic	 waste)	
by	microorganisms	will	contin-
ue	until	all	waste	 is	consumed.	
(Source:	University	 of	Georgia	
Education:	Understanding	Lab-
oratory	Wastewater	Tests)
	 	 	 It	was	 further	explained	 that	
Tropical	Cheese	is	unique	in	the	
process	 they	 use	 and	 there	 are	
no	local	factories	that	use	a	pro-
cesses	similar	to	them.
	 	 Interim	Business	Administra-
tor	 Patricia	 Perkins	 explained	
that	 although	 they	 (Menpe	

Corp.)	 have	 questions	 of	 the	
bill, they paid 66% of the bill, 
they	ask	that	since	the	bill	is	in	
dispute, they asked if they don’t 
pay	 interest	 on	 the	 outstanding	
bill. 
	 	 Councilman	 Fernando	 Irizar-
ry	 asked	 that	 if	 they	 (Menpe	
Corp.)	 are	 asking	 for	 cancella-
tion	of	interest	because	they	are	
disputing	the	bill.	“If	the	bill	is	
resolved, why should they pay 
interest?”
	 	 Interim	 B.A.	 Perkins	 re-
marked,	“If	you	want	to	forgive	
the	bill,	you	can	do	it.”
			Councilman	Joel	Pabon	asked,	
“If	 we	 forgive	 the	 bill,	 what	
happens?”
		Council	President	Bill	Petrick	
answered, “That’s the power of 
the	 council.	 My	 understanding	
is	 Menpe	 and	 yourself	 should	
go	to	Middlesex	Water	Compa-
ny	for	an	appointment.”	Petrick	
then	 asked	 the	 Business	 Ad-
ministrator,	 “Has	 anyone	 actu-
ally spoken with someone who 
spoke to them?”
		Irizarry	asked,	“Can	you	tell	us	
what the dispute is about?”
	 	 	Luis	Perez	 Jimenez	 -	Direc-
tor	 of	 Operations	 at	 the	 USA-
PA	 (Utility	 Service	 Associates	
Perth	Amboy)	Middlesex	Water	
Company)	 answered,	 “Their	
dispute is that they state they 
think	they	are	paying	too	much.	
They	say	their	BOD	is	too	high.	
The	 lab	analyzes	 the	BOD	and	
sends the results every week. 
Tropical	Cheese	is	unique	in	the	
county	(referring	to	the	process-
es	they	use).”	
	 	 	 During	 the	 public	 portion,	
Harry	 Pozycki	 founder	 of	 the	
Citizen’s	Campaign	was	first	to	
speak.	He	talked	about	the	Civ-
ic	Trust	 Committee	 which	 was	
proposed	on	 the	agenda.	 “I	 am	
here	 to	 discuss	 the	 ordinance	
that	 was	 discussed	 a	 couple	 of	
weeks	 ago.	 The	 ordinance	 is	
moving	 along	 with	 the	 City	 of	
Patterson.	Mayor	Ras	J.	Baraka	
of	 Newark	 is	 moving	 forward.	
Perth	 Amboy	 has	 an	 opportu-
nity	to	lead	here.	We	are	asking	
tonight	to	vote	on	Introduction.	
This	 is	 a	 one-page	 ordinance.	
Introduction	 of	 it	 will	 clarify	
it	 and	 alleviate	 any	 confusion.	
When	 the	 ordinance	 comes	 up	
it	will	require	a	public	hearing.	
There	 is	 no	 commitment	 made	
with	an	introduction.	Perth	Am-
boy has an opportunity to lead 
with	 the	 commission	 it	 should	
create.	 I	 ask	 that	 a	 motion	 be	
made.”	 Pozycki	 continued,	
“Donna	 Stewart,	 President	 of	
the	Perth	Amboy	NAACP	states	
that	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	 Public	
safety	Ordinance	 –	 the	 process	
of	 creating	 the	 ordinance	 must	
continue	 without	 delay.	 Our	
generation	 must	 heal.	 I	 made	
a	 commitment	 with	 the	 Perth	
Amboy	PBA	to	promote	the	or-
dinance.”
	 	 Resident	 Ken	 Balut	 spoke	
next.	“Have	we	gotten	the	check	
from	Kushner,	yet?	He	owes	us	
$4	million	 for	 a	piece	of	prop-
erty that hasn’t been addressed. 
The streets on Amboy Avenue 
have	heavy	duty	trucks	(driving	
on	it).
			Council	President	Bill	Petrick	
stated,	“When	you	were	council	
president	 (addressing	 Balut),	
there were delays then. There 
was swampland. There was a 

delay	because	the	Board	of	Ed-
ucation	didn’t	know	how	much	
land	they	needed.”	Petrick	then	
added,	“There	needs	to	be	coor-
dination between the adminis-
tration	and	the	county.”
			Balut	stated,	“That	was	going	
to	 be	 negotiated.	 Amboy	 Ave-
nue	–	the	Mayor	gave	a	$11,000	
raise to someone she wanted to 
run	for	council.	Is	it	right	for	a	
mayor	to	give	out	raises?	What	
about	 covering	 up	what	 judges	
do?	 A	 judge	 who	 dismissed	 a	
sexual	 harassment	 complaint	 –	
no	 one	 touches	 the	 judge	 who	
misuses authority.”
			Robert	McCoy	came	up	next	
to	 speak.	 “I	 want	 to	 lend	 my	
support	 on	 the	 creation	 of	 the	
Public	Safety	Commission.”	
			Resident	Maria	Rodgers	came	
up	next	also	lending	support	for	
the	creation	of	the	commission.
	 	 	 Resident	 Alan	 Silber	 came	
up	to	speak	next,	“I	didn’t	hear	
anything	 about	 older	 people	
(referring	 to	 the	age	 range	 rec-
ommendations	suggested	in	the	
creation	 of	 the	 commission)	
as	 if	 they	 had	 nothing	 to	 say.	
We’re a small part of a nation-
wide	 movement.	 The	 Citizen’s	
Campaign	 sees	 things	 happen-
ing.	 When	 people	 all	 over	 the	
nation	 protest,	 an	 ordinance	 is	
put	 through.	 I	didn’t	hear	 there	
will	 be	 a	 police	 officer	 on	 the	
committee.	 I	 think	 it’s	 rushed,	
and we need to take time. Let’s 
get	more	of	a	finished	product,	
then	let’s	do	something.”
	 	 	 Resident	 and	 Businessman	
Jeremy	 Baratta	 spoke	 next.	 “I	
agree	 with	 the	 comments	 that	
Mr.	 Silber	 made.	 Those	 with	
special	 interests	 should	 not	
strongarm	the	council.”
	 	 	 Daniel	 Gonzalez	 PBA	 dele-
gate	to	Local	#13	came	up	next.	
“As	a	union	delegate,	we’re	not	
against	 it.	We	know	what’s	go-
ing	on	in	the	country.	We	should	
come	 together	 as	 a	 team.	 I	 do	
agree	some	of	this	should	not	be	
rushed.	 The	 (definition)	 of	 use	
of	force	is	very	broad.	If	we	are	
going	to	do	it	–	do	it	right.	It	can	
be	 positive	 for	 both	 the	 police	
and	citizens	alike.”
			Council	President	Petrick	add-
ed,	“The	council	will	appreciate	
your	feedback.”
	 	 	 Councilman	 Irizarry	 stated,	
“People	 who	 are	 on	 the	 board	
should	 be	 vetted.	 What	 age	
group	would	you	recommend	if	
not	15	 -20	years	old?	We	have	
to	invite	senior	citizens,	too?”
	 	 	Gonzalez	answered,	“I	don’t	
think	 age	 is	 a	 factor.	 It’s	 not	
clear	in	the	file	I	read	–	it’s	not	
clear	on	the	duties.”
	 	 	 Councilman	 Helmin	 Caba	
said, “We have to vet these 
Board	 Members.	 If	 they	 don’t	

have	a	preconceived	perception	
of	 police	 officers.	 We	 need	 to	
protect	 and	 support	 the	 police	
officers.	 Thank	 you	 for	 giving	
your point of view.”
			Councilman	Fernando	Irizarry	
said, “Suppose you have some-
one	who	does	not	have	a	(crimi-
nal)	background,	but	this	person	
was related to a family member 
who	 was	 (abused)	 by	 a	 police	
officer.	Would	 you	want	 some-
one	 (like	 that)	 on	 the	 commit-
tee?”
	 	 	 Gonzalez	 answered,	 “That	
would	 be	 your	 decision.	 The	
more maturity you have, that 
tells if you should sit on a 
board.	 Some	 people	 joined	 the	
protest	–	they	were	just	support-
ing	the	cause.”
			Councilman	Joel	Pabon	stated,	
“I	 was	 hoping	 the	 police	 chief	
would	come	up	with	something.	
Surprisingly	our	Mayor	and	Po-
lice	 Chief	 -	 he	 never	 spoke	 to	
the	PBA.	There	has	to	be	some	
things	 that	 need	 to	 be	 done.	 It	
needs	 to	 be	 put	 on	 the	 agenda	
and questions asked.”
			Councilwoman	Milady	Tejeda	
spoke	 up,	 “I	 agree	with	 every-
thing	said	here.	It’s	a	very	deli-
cate	time	–	not	only	here	–	but	
with	the	whole	country.”
	 	 	 The	 council	 convened	 to	 a	
closed	 session	 at	 6:20	 p.m.	
They	returned	at	7:07	p.m.	and	
adjourned	 the	 caucus	 at	 7:08	
p.m.	The	regular	portion	of	 the	
council	meeting	then	began.
			No	one	spoke	during	the	first	
public	 comments	 on	 agenda	
items only.
	 	 	Ordinance	No.	1	was	passed	
unanimously.
	 	 	Ordinance	No.	 2	 –	An	ordi-
nance	 to	 amend	 and	 ordinance	
entitled “Administration of 
Government”	 (Ordinance	 No.	
1-72	and	Amendments)	adopted	
July	 28,	 1972	 also	 known	 as	
Chapter	4	et	seq	of	the	code	of	
the	 City	 of	 Perth	 Amboy.	 RE:	
Interim	Appointments.
			Fernando	Irizarry,	Joel	Pabon	
voted	“no”;	Milady	Tejeda,	Hel-
min	Caba,	and	William	Petrick	
voted,	“yes”.	Motion	passes.	
			The	council	originally	passed	
the	 consent	 agenda	 but	 went	
backwards	 and	 reversed	 what	
they passed. They voided their 
original	 vote	 and	 voted	 again	
on	 the	 consent	 agenda	 as	 fol-
lows:	R-313	thru	R-323;	R-325	
thru	R-331;	R-333	 thru	R-342.	
R-332	was	removed;	R-343	was	
voided.	The	consent	agenda	was	
moved	by	Fernando	Irizarry	and	
seconded	 by	 Milady	 Tejeda.	 It	
passed unanimously.
	 	 	R-324	was	pulled	for	further	
discussion.	
			Interim	B.A.	Patricia	Perkins	
stated,	 “After	 meeting	 with	

Menpe	 Corp.	 and	 members	 of	
the administration, the dispute 
is	still	ongoing.	The	total	owed	
is	$22,866.66.	They	paid	2/3	of	
the amount owed until the end 
of this dispute.”
	 	 	 Council	 President	 Bill	 Pet-
rick	 said,	 “They	 could	 avoid	
interest in the dispute and late 
fees. There are residents who 
had	 a	 toilet	 running	 and	 have	
a	 water/sewer	 bill	 they	 can’t	
afford.	 They	 are	 paying	 on	 in-
terest	 charged.	They	are	 agree-
ing	 to	 settlements.	 I	 think	 this	
body needs to look at that and 
see	what	 it	 is	going	 to	cost	 the	
rest	 of	 the	 public.	 Maybe	 you	
can	intercede	with	the	Freehold-
ers	–	maybe	change	their	rates.	
I	hate	 to	wipe	 the	bill	out	with	
one vote.”
	 	 	 When	 it	 came	 to	 voting	 on	
R-324,	 the	entire	council	voted	
“No”.
Public	Portion:
	 	 	Resident	Ken	Balut	came	up	
to	speak	first.	He	referred	to	the	
misconduct	of	a	judge	whom	he	
feels	is	guilty	of	misconduct.	“A	
complaint	should	have	been	re-
viewed	by	a	different	judge	in	a	
different	 town.	 He	 did	 not	 talk	
to	 the	 victim.	 Our	 municipal	
judge	did	not	approve	it.	There	
was	 misuse	 of	 a	 handicapped	
placard.	 The	 Prosecutor	 gave	
3	 of	 us	 the	 finger.	 It	 happened	
a	 couple	 of	months	 ago.	There	
needs	 to	be	 an	 investigation	of	
the	court.”
			Law	Director	Peter	King	said,	
“You	 can	 send	 any	 complaint	
you want to me.”
			Balut	said,	“When	I	sat	in	that	
seat	(council	president),	I	called	
the	 Attorney	 General’s	 Office	
myself.	It’s	not	up	to	a	citizen.”
			Balut	then	said,	“Look	what’s	
happening	to	the	Kushner	Prop-
erty.	He	owes	us	$6,000	plus	the	
$4,000,000.	 Look	 at	 the	 law-
suits.	Look	at	the	Batista	case.”
			Petrick	answered,	“The	court	
went in our favor. She was un-
reasonable.”
	 	 	 Balut	 continued,	 “We	 bleed	
money.	 We	 were	 bleeding	 out	
thousands.	 Perth	Amboy	 is	 not	
one	of	the	safest	cities	in	Amer-
ica.	 Look	 at	 the	 FBI	 statistics.	
I	 put	 in	 how	 many	 calls	 from	
this year and last year. Some-
body has to hold these people 
accountable.	 Things	 have	 to	
change!”
			Resident	Jeremy	Baratta	came	
up	 next.	 “With	 regards	 to	 the	
judge	 and	parking	–	 I	 took	 the	
pictures.	I	have	at	least	one	pho-
to.	This	judge	parked	his	vehicle	
in	an	unlawful	manner.”	Baratta	
continued	 to	 complain,	 “The	
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prosecutor	 gave	 me	 the	 finger	
and made a statement after the 
meeting	broke.	If	anyone	wants	
photos	of	the	judge	parking	his	
car,	 I	 took	 them.”	 Baratta	 then	
referred	to	the	city’s	legal	bills,	
“The administration doesn’t 
care	about	the	legal	bills	for	two	
reasons:	 1)	 It’s	 not	her	money;	
2)	more	money	that	goes	to	legal	
bills means lawyers make more 
money.	The	only	ones	who	get	
rich	are	 the	 lawyers	–	 the	ones	
who	 suffer	 are	 the	 taxpayers.	 I	
am	 suing	 the	 city	 over	 OPRA	
requests.	The	City	 is	 in	 transit.	
It	has	to	do	with	the	BID.	What	
percentage	of	the	city’s	funding	
has been wasted on lawyers? 
Wilda	does	not	care.	It’s	not	her	
money.	Stop	the	bleeding.”
	 	 	 Council	 President	 Petrick	
asked, “What are the appropri-
ate	actions	to	take?”
		 	Law	Director	Peter	King	an-
swered,	 “I	 can	 interview	 him.	
I	 do	 not	 have	 an	 official	 com-
plaint.”
			Baratta	said,	“If	you	see	some-
thing	–	say	something!”	
			It	was	suggested	that	if	Barat-
ta	and	Balut	were	so	concerned	
about these individuals, they 
should	file	a	formal	complaint.
Council	Comments:
	 	 	 Councilman	 Helmin	 Caba	
said,	 “Honor	 the	 victims	 of	
9-11-01	 and	 responders	 who	
sacrificed	 for	 our	 freedom	 and	
those	who	fight	overseas.”
			Councilman	Fernando	Irizarry	
had	no	comments.
			Councilman	Joel	Pabon	said,	
“I	 want	 to	 give	 some	 remarks	
about our Governor made 
about	 vote-by-mail.	 Schools	
have	opened	up	-	 inside	dining	
-	 demonstrations	 all	 over.	 It	 is	
not	a	democratic	process,	 there	
should	have	been	a	choice.	 It’s	
unheard	of	this	day	and	age	that	
voters have to vote by mail. 
This	is	a	democratic	town.	Our	
legislatures	 signed	 and	 agreed	
to	that.	The	month	is	going	to	be	
spent	getting	that	in	place.	Bal-

lots	go	out,	you	fill	them	out	and	
send	it.	DO	NOT	GIVE	THEM	
OUT!	There	are	so	many	people	
that	just	go	through	the	motions.	
That	vote	goes	to	where	you	are	
registered.	When	I	first	worked	
in	the	post	office,	I	reached	out	
to	 the	 Board	 of	 Elections.	 We	
sent	 back	 ballot	 after	 ballot.	
There	are	going	 to	be	so	many	
ballots returned. We are not 
ready to do what the Governor 
wants. The only way to vote at 
the polls is if you are disabled. 
I	want	to	express	my	feelings.”
			Councilwoman	Milady	Tejeda	
stated,	“I	would	like	to	remem-
ber those who lost their lives on 
9-11-01.	 I	 wish	 the	 best	 to	 the	
Board	 of	 Education	 having	 to	
learn	remote.	I	wish	well	to	the	
parents	who	have	to	go	out	and	
work and make sure their kids 
learn.	 I	 work	 in	 a	 hospital	 and	
it hurts me when people don’t 
take this virus seriously.”
			Council	President	Bill	Petrick	
thanked	 everyone	 who	 came	
and	everyone	out	in	TV	land;	he	
thanked	Steve	 Jobin	 (CEO	and	
President	 of	 the	 YMCA),	 the	
YMCA	and	the	city	council.	“I	
echo	Councilman	Pabon.	There	
should be no reason not to use 
the	 voting	 machines.	 The	 state	
invested	 in	 brand	 new	 elec-
tronic	voting	machines.	Let	ev-
eryone	wear	a	mask	and	gloves.	
This	 decision	 is	 a	 mistake.	
Please	 remember	 to	 vote	 your	
conscience.	 Don’t	 put	 it	 aside.	
There	will	be	a	box	 in	 front	of	
police	 headquarters.	 You	 can	
also	use	any	mailbox.	The	ballot	
box	goes	directly	 to	Middlesex	
County.	I	invite	everyone	to	the	
9-11-01	 ceremony	 at	 noon	 on	
Friday	(9/11/20).	Remember	all	
of	our	service	men	and	women	
and those who are in and out of 
uniform	 defending	 our	 coun-
try.”
			Councilman	Helmin	Caba	not-
ed	 that	 anyone	 can	 bring	 their	
ballot	 to	 any	 polling	 place	 and	
bring	it	there	on	election	day.
			The	meeting	adjourned	at	7:57	
p.m.	All	council	members	were	
present.

Road Work on Rte. 35, Citizen
Advisory Council, Water/Sewer 
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Tom Reilly For South Amboy Council, 2nd Ward

Tom	Reilly

Press	Release
SOUTH	 AMBOY	 -	 As	 a	 life-
long	 resident	 of	 South	Amboy,	
I	 feel	 a	 special	 commitment	 to	
serve	 our	 people	 and	 to	 give	
them	 a	 voice	 in	 City	 govern-
ment	 and	 affairs.	 	 I	 have	 done	
so for the past four years, and 
I	will	continue	to	do	so	if	I	am	
reelected.		
	 	 	 South	 Amboy	 is	 a	 special	
place	 to	me.	 	 I	have	 lived	here	
for	six	decades,	raised	my	fam-
ily	here,	go	to	church	here,	and	
have	 many	 lifelong	 friends	
here.	 	 I	 feel	 this	gives	me	 spe-
cial	 insight	 into	 understanding	
the	 aspirations	 and	 anxieties	
of the individuals and families 
who	make	up	our	City.		My	first	
priority	as	a	councilperson	will	
always	 be	 the	 health	 and	well-
being	 of	 our	 City	 and	 its	 citi-
zens,	 and	 I	 feel	 that	my	 record	
as	 a	Councilperson	goes	 to	 the	
heart	of	what	allows	our	city	to	
function	as	a	great	 community,	
a	great	place	to	live,	and	a	great	
place	 to	 raise	 our	 families.	 	 In	
concordance	with	 those	values,	
I	have	in	my	time	as	a	Council-
person	 organized	 a	 number	 of	
programs	and	activities	 for	our	
community,	including:	
•	 starting	a	program	 to	provide	
business	 discounts	 to	 first	 re-
sponders;	
•	 organizing	 and	 conducting	 a	
street fair to help businesses on 
Broadway;	
•	 providing	 business	 break-
fasts to business owners to of-
fer	guidance	and	advice	and	 to	
assist	 them	 with	 gaining	 assis-
tance	from	local	and	state	gov-
ernment;	
•	 creating	 the	 “hometown	 he-
roes”	 program	 to	 recognize	
South	Amboy	residents	serving	

in	the	military;	
•	adding	to	the	city’s	website	to	
allow	residents	easier	access	to	
county	assistance	programs;	
•	 creating	 the	 Government	
Week	 program	 to	 educate	 the	
public	 on	 city	 government	 and	
services;	
•	 recognizing	 volunteers	 each	
April	 as	 part	 of	 “government	
week”;	
•	 establishing	 a	 co-op	 student	
program	 to	 allow	 high	 school	
seniors	 to	work	 in	 various	 city	
departments.
	 	 	For	me,	helping	our	citizens	
is	 not	 just	 a	 matter	 of	 politics.		
Rather,	 it	 is	 a	 deeply	 personal	
endeavor	that	I	constantly	strive	
to	 achieve.	 	 That	 is	 why	 I	 co-
founded	 the	 Friends	 of	 South	
Amboy in 2012 to provide relief 
to	 victims	 of	 Hurricane	 Sandy.		
Since	 that	 time,	 the	 Friends	
of South Amboy has provided 
aid to South Amboy residents 
ranging	 from	 those	 affected	 by	
COVID-19,	to	those	in	need	of	
food	 and	 clothing,	 to	 children	
with	 cancer.	 	 As	 the	 current	
president	 of	 Friends	 of	 South	
Amboy,	 I	 am	 proud	 to	 lead	 a	
group	 of	 dedicated	 volunteers	
who	assist	City	 residents	expe-
riencing	hardships.		
		 	As	a	councilperson,	I	am	not	
beholden to business interests, 
or	 the	 interests	 of	 out-of-town	
developers	 looking	 to	 make	
a	 quick	 profit	 off	 of	 our	 City.		
Rather,	 I	 am,	 as	 all	 elected	 of-
ficials	 should	 be,	 beholden	 to	
all	of	you	–	the	voters	who	have	
entrusted	me	as	the	custodian	of	
their	best	interests.		I	carry	your	
interests with me, and they are, 
and	will	always	remain,	my	first	
priority.		That	fact	is	reflected	in	
my	 record	 as	 a	 Councilperson.		

Over	 the	 last	 four	years	 I	have	
rejected	 an	 increase	 to	 sewer	
rates	as	unfair	 to	 residents;	op-
posed	 large	 tax	 abatements	
to real estate developers that 
would	inevitably	be	forced	back	
onto	individual	tax	payers;	pro-
vided	 a	 tax	 calculator	 to	 allow	
citizens	 to	 better	 understand	
how	their	 tax	dollars	are	spent;	
spoken	out	against	PILOT	(pay-
ment	in	lieu	of	taxes)	programs	
that	offer	tax	breaks	for	big	de-
velopers	that	shifts	the	tax	bur-
den	 back	 onto	 our	 residents;	
voted	 against	 proposed	 City	
budgets	 that	did	not	effectively	
prioritize	 individuals	and	 fami-
lies;	 introduced	 an	 ordinance	
that	promotes	“clean	fill”	when-
ever developers build on our 
land;	and	much	more.
It	has	been	a	privilege	 to	serve	
these	last	four	years,	and	I	have	
made it my utmost priority to 
ensure that the interests of our 
people	come	before	all	else.		If	
reelected,	 I	will	 continue	 to	do	
my	 best	 to	 ensure	 that	 I	 bring	
the	 voice	 of	 the	 people	 to	 the	
City	Council.		

Tom Reilly Bio

•	Born	and	raised	City	of	South	Amboy
Education
•	B.S.,	Rowan	University,	Glassboro,	NJ
Community Leadership
•	Councilman,	City	of	South	Amboy	-	2015-Present
•	Co-Founder	and	President,	Friends	of	South	Amboy	-	2012-Present
•	Volunteer	Fireman	City	of	South	Amboy	-	1979-Present
•	Board	of	Education	City	of	South	Amboy	-	2006-2009
•	Member	of	Ancient	Order	of	Hibernians
•	Member	South	Amboy	Historical	Society
•	Volunteer	at	First	Presbyterian	Church	food	pantry
•	Volunteer	youth	league	coach	South	Amboy	baseball	and	basketball.

Drawing of Ballot Positions City Hall Council Chambers, 9/10/20
*Photos by Paul W. Wang

PERTH	AMBOY	-	Ballot	positions	for	the	2020	Mayor/Council	Candidates	were	drawn	at	City	Hall	on	9/10/20	by	City	Clerk	Victoria	Kupsch	assisted	by	Assistant	City	Clerk	
Theresa	Lopez.	Fernando	Irizarry	(Line	I);	Joseph	B.	Vas	(Line	J);	Wilda	Diaz	(Line	K);	Helmin	Caba	(Line	L);	Joel	Pabon	(Line	M).	Pictured	Above	Left	Representatives	from	
each	campaign	make	sure	the	information	is	correct	the	drawing	of	ballot	positions.	Middle	Photo	(Assistant	City	Clerk	Theresa	Lopez	(L)	and	City	Clerk	Victoria	Kupsch	(R).	
Above	Right	the		representatives	from	the	campaigns	pose	for	a	group	photo.
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Attention Perth Amboy
Residents! 

RE: The November 3, 2020

Mayoral & Council Election
Please be advised that due to the Covid-19 Pan-

demic there will be no live Perth Amboy May-

oral Forum sponsored by the Amboy Guardian.

Therefore: The Staff of the Amboy Guardian 
will be composing questions for the candidates 

to answer. The answers will be published in the 

October 21, 2020 issue of the Amboy Guardian

Topics may include:
•Stabilizing Property Taxes 

•City Services - Quality of Life (garbage, noise, etc.)

•Excessive Lawsuits

•Creating private sector jobs

•Shared services

•Redevelopment Agency 

•Overdevelopment of properties

•Pension Reform

•Parking Problems

•Term Limitations for all Political Offices
•Crime

•Nepotism

•Enforcement of Ordinances

•Illegal Housing

•The Collapsing Infrastructure of the Sewer System, 

Streets and Roads

•Cap or Limit on Bonding

•Education

•Pedestrian Safety

•Election Reform (Pay to Play)

•Other Topics May Be Discussed

Anyone who wishes to submit questions to be an-

swered by the candidates may do so.
Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Or Regular Mail:  The Amboy Guardian

   P.O. Box 127

   Perth Amboy, NJ 08862-0127

Please submit your questions by

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

NO PERSONAL ATTACKS!
Each Chosen Question will be submitted to all of 

the Mayoral Candidates

*The Staff of the Amboy Guardian retains the 
right to edit, modify or refuse any question deemed 

inappropriate.

Fernando	Irizarry

It’s Time for A Change
Fernando Irizarry For Perth Amboy Mayor

Platform

I	will	focus	on	the	following	quality	of	life	issues:
•Make Perth Amboy a better place to live 
As	a	Councilman,	I	helped	to	 implement	alternate	street	clean-
ing	 in	 the	 Budapest	 section	 of	 Perth	Amboy,	 a	 neighborhood	
chronically	ignored	by	the	current	mayor.	I’ve	helped	secure	new	
garbage	cans	and	a	new	garbage	truck,	making	sure	all	areas	of	
the	city	receive	the	same	services.	As	Mayor,	I	will	care	for	the	
streets	so	that	residents	that	live	throughout	the	entire	city	get	the	
streets that they deserve.   
•Stabilize city taxes
Perth	Amboy	is	bursting	with	potential.	The	city	is	blessed	to	be	
on the bay, to have a downtown, to have a rail station and be 
close	to	all	major	highways	and	byways	in	central	New	Jersey.	
As	Mayor,	I	will	capitalize	on	our	ideal	location	and	amenities	to	
lower	your	taxes.	I	will	work	to	attract	businesses	that	would	be	
interested	in	all	that	Perth	Amboy	has	to	offer,	would	be	eager	to	
invest	here	and	offset	the	tax	burden	for	our	residents.	

•Improve city finances
Many	residents	are	unaware	that	Perth	Amboy	is	in	debt,	to	the	tune	of	approximately	$100	million.	
With	so	much	debt,	it	costs	Perth	Amboy	higher	interest	rates	to	borrow	money.	Those	extra	costs	
are	 funded	directly	by	 taxpayers.	As	your	Mayor,	 I	would	stop	city	borrowing,	unless	absolutely	
necessary,	and	begin	to	pay	down	all	this	debt	that	was	created	by	past	administrations.	Perth	Amboy	
needs	to	become	a	thriving	city,	where	we	have	enough	revenue	so	that	we	don’t	need	to	rely	on	
banks	to	afford	basic	government	services.
•Obtain the resources to address the pandemic
As	Mayor,		I	will	continue	to	concentrate	on	obtaining	the	resources	that	are	needed	to	address	the	
pandemic	and	this	aftermath,	as	I	do	now	as	a	member	of	the	city	council.

Fernando Irizarry Biography

	 	 	 Fernando	 is	 a	 life-long	
resident	of	Perth	Amboy.	He	
was	 educated	 in	 the	 Perth	
Amboy	 public	 schools	 and	
proudly	 graduated	 from	
Perth	 Amboy	 High	 School	
in	1979.	After	graduation	he	
began	 attending	 Kean	 Col-
lege,	 now	 known	 as	 Kean	
University.	In	1985	he	grad-
uated	 with	 a	 bachelor’s	 de-
gree	 in	 biology.	 His	 studies	
continued	 at	 Kean	 Univer-
sity	until	he	earned	certifica-
tions	 in	 bilingual	 education	
and supervision and a mas-
ter’s	 degree	 in	 instruction	
and	curriculum.
			In	1982	he	received	one	of	
the	greatest	blessings	of	his	
life,	 his	 wife	 Vivian.	 Their	
thirty-nine-year	 marriage	
was blessed with two beauti-
ful	daughters	Erica	and	Jes-
sica.	Both	of	their	daughters	
were	 educated	 in	 the	 Perth	
Amboy	 public	 schools	 and	
graduated	 from	 Perth	 Am-
boy	 High	 school.	 Erica	 is	

working	 at	 JFK	 hospital	 and	
graduated	 with	 a	 bachelor’s	
degree	 in	biology	from	Kean	
University.	 Jessica	 attended	
Georgian	 Court	 University,	
earned	 a	 master’s	 degree	
in	 special	 education,	 and	 is	
working	 for	 the	 Woodbridge	
Township	Public	Schools.
			From	1985	to	September	of	
1993	he	was	employed	by	his	
father’s	company,	A	&	I	Dry-
wall,	Inc.	Then	in	September	
of	 1993	 he	 began	 his	 teach-
ing	 career	 in	 the	 Elizabeth	
Public	 Schools.	 His	 career	
continued	 in	 the	Woodbridge	
Public	 Schools,	were	 he	was	
employed	as	a	science	depart-
ment	 head	 until	 the	 budget	
cuts	 of	 2010.	 Then	 he	 con-
tinued	 working	 as	 a	 science	
teacher	 until	 he	 retired	 in	
June	2020.
			His	community	involvement	
began	 in	 1991	 when	 he	 was	
elected	 to	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	
Board	 of	 Education.	 During	
his	nine-year	tenure	he	served	

on	 the	 curriculum,	 person-
nel,	 negotiations,	 and	 build-
ings	and	grounds	committees.	
Along	 with	 his	 fellow	 board	
members	 he	 replaced	 crum-
bling	schools,	aligned	the	cur-
riculum,	 approved	 balanced	
budgets	 and	 maintained	 a	
stable	school	tax.	It	was	here	
were he learned the valuable 
lessons	 of	 disagreeing	 with-
out	 being	 disagreeable	 and	
compromising	 without	 com-
promising	his	principles.
Upon	 becoming	 an	 ordained	
minister in 2002 his attention 
turned to the development of 
a	 different	 community	 –	 the	
community	 of	 saints.	 As	 a	
pastor	 of	 Flemington	 Chris-
tian	Center	and	associate	pas-
tor	of	Perth	Amboy	Christian	
Center	 he	 has	 endeavored	 to	
develop	 concerned	 citizens	
by	helping	his	congregants	to	
understand that they have a 
God-given	 potential	 to	 posi-
tively	 influence	 the	 world	 in	
which	they	live.

Lopez, Carter & McKnight Bill to Allow Long-
Term Care Workers to Earn Paid Sick Leave 

Clears Assembly Panel

Press	Release	8/24/20
TRENTON	 -	 With	 the	 goal	 to	
make it easier for employees in 
long-term	care	facilities	to	take	
time	off	 if	 they	become	 ill,	 the	
Assembly	Appropriations	Com-
mittee	 on	 Monday	 advanced	 a	
measure	to	allow	long-term	care	
workers	who	are	placed	through	
a	staffing	agency	to	accrue	paid	
sick	leave.
			Under	current	New	Jersey	law,	
employers must provide em-
ployees	 with	 earned	 sick	 leave	
at a rate of one hour for every 
30	hours	worked.	However,	this	
requirement does not apply to 
per	diem	health	care	employees	

such	as	long-term	care	workers.
	 	 	 The	 bill	 (A-4483),	 spon-
sored	 by	 Assembly	 Democrats	
Yvonne	 Lopez	 (D-Middlesex),	
Linda	 Carter	 (D-Middlesex,	
Somerset,	 Union)	 and	 Angela	
McKnight	 (D-Hudson),	 would	
amend	existing	law	to	no	longer	
categorize	 long-term	 care	 em-
ployees	 placed	 through	 a	 staff-
ing	agency	as	per	diem	workers,	
thus	 allowing	 them	 to	 accrue	
paid	sick	leave.
   The measure’s sponsors re-
leased	the	following	joint	state-
ment:
	 	 	 “Staffing	 shortages	 are	 all	
too	 common	 in	 long-term	 care	

facilities.	 If	 an	 employee	 feels	
sick	and	doesn’t	have	access	to	
paid	time	off,	they	might	choose	
to	 come	 to	 work	 anyway	 to	
avoid	 losing	 pay	 and	 to	 make	
sure	 residents	 receive	 care.	
Unfortunately, this means they 
may	 infect	 elderly	 residents	
with weak immune systems. 
This	 is	 extremely	 problematic	
in	a	COVID-19	reality.
			“Allowing	long-term	care	em-
ployees	 to	earn	paid	 sick	 leave	
is	 the	 right	 and	 responsible	
thing	 to	 do	 for	 staff	 and	 resi-
dents alike.”
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Building Our Future Team Announces Candidacy 
for 2020 Perth Amboy Board of Education

Press	Release	9/9/20
PERTH	AMBOY	 -	 The	 Build-
ing	 Our	 Future	 Team	 has	 in-
formation	available	for	citizens	
of	 Perth	 Amboy	 for	 the	 2020	
Perth	Amboy	 Board	 of	 Educa-
tion	election.	Candidates	on	the	
November	 ballot	 are	 R.L	 An-
derson,	 Lisett	 Lebron,	 Dianne	
Roman,	and	Marlenis	Rosa.	All	
candidates	 are	 running	 for	 full	
terms.
	 	 	 The	 Building	 Our	 Future	
hosted	their	socially	distant	an-
nouncement	 on	 Tuesday,	 Au-
gust	 18th,	 at	 Bayview	 Park	
among	family,	friends,	and	sup-
porters.	 Each	 candidate	 shared	
their personal statement to serve 
on	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	 Board	 of	

Education	 as	 one	 of	 the	 most	
meaningful	 contributions	 a	
citizen	 can	make	 to	 their	 com-
munity.	Anderson,	Lebron,	Ro-
man	and	Rosa	have	 the	collab-
orative skills and demonstrated 
capacities	 in	 education,	 com-
munity	 organizing,	 health	 and	
social	 services,	 and	 child	 and	
family	services	 in	 their	field	of	
expertise	 and	 experience.	They	
shared their vision for student 
achievement	 and	 excellence	
through:
	 	 	Academic	 growth	 Increased	
graduation	rates
Open	 communication	 and	 col-
laborations	 with	 faculty,	 staff,	
and	stakeholders	Fiscal	respon-
sibility

Respecting	the	Oath	of	a	Board	
of	Education	Member
	 	 	 The	 Perth	Amboy	 Board	 of	
Education	will	have	4	vacancies	
in	the	November	3,	2020.	A	full	
term	 on	 the	 school	 board	 runs	
for	 three	 years.	The	 election	 is	
scheduled	for	Tuesday,	Novem-
ber 3, 2020.
	 	 	 The	 Building	 Our	 Future	
Team	 includes	 Linda	 Cruz-	
Campaign	Chairperson,	Rozalia	
Czaban-	 Campaign	 Treasurer,	
Randy	 Convery-	 Social	 Media	
Manager,	and	Alma	Benavides-	
Photographer
			Follow	the	candidates	on	their	
Facebook	 @BuildingOurFu-
tureBOE2020.

Team Wilda Diaz 2020: Stronger Together

Mayor	Wilda	Diaz

   Wilda	Diaz	was	re-elected	as	
Mayor	of	the	City	of	Perth	Am-
boy	for	a	third	[four-year]	term	
in	 November	 2016.	 She	 was	
first	 sworn-in	 on	 July	 1,	 2008,	
becoming	 the	 first	 female	 to	
hold	that	office	and	is	currently	
the	 only	 elected	 Latina	 mayor	
of	 Puerto	 Rican	 descent	 in	 the	
State	of	New	Jersey.
   As she marks her 10 year an-
niversary	in	serving	the	City	of	
Perth	 Amboy,	 she	 remains	 at	
the	 forefront	 of	 issues	 such	 as,	
expanding	 programs	 for	 our	
children,	 youth	 and	 families,	
maintaining	an	open	and	honest	
government,	 business	 expan-
sion,	 economic	 development,	
job	creation	and	preserving	 the	
City’s	 history.	 Furthermore	 as	
a	recovery	effort	from	the	dam-
age	of	Superstorm	Sandy,	 over	
$17	million	for	renovations	and	
storm	mitigation	were	 invested	
to	 create	 a	 state-of-the-art	 wa-
terfront,	which	has	received	ex-
ceptional	awards	for	design	and	
completion.	
			Diaz,	most	notably	has	taken	
an	 unwavering	 stance	 to	 stabi-
lize	 the	 City’s	 financial	 condi-
tion.	 She	 continues	 to	 combat	
inherited	 debt,	 she’s	 achieved	
an	A+	bond	rating	upgrade	and	
stabilized	taxes	for	the	past	four	
consecutive	years.	Her	adminis-
tration’s	 Capital	 Improvement	
Program	and	several	other	cost	
cutting	 strategies,	 reduced	 the	
overall	debt	by	over	$50	million	

and	 saved	 a	 community	 from	
near	bankruptcy	within	the	first	
five	years	of	being	in	office.
			She	has	championed	plans	for	
the development and preserva-
tion	of	arts,	history	and	culture	
by	 creating	 a	 city-wide	 arts	
plan,	 inclusive	 of	 mural	 proj-
ects	and	economic	development	
features	that	advance	the	City’s	
strategic	 plan.	Additionally,	 by	
establishing	 a	 Historic	 Preser-
vation	 Commission	 and	 Green	
Initiatives,	the	city	has	seen	vast	
improvements and attention to-
wards	 both	 treasured	 structure	
and	 antiquated	 infrastructure.	
This	includes	her	efforts	placed	
towards	 two	of	 the	City’s	most	
utilized	 historic	 structures,	
the	 Perth	 Amboy	 Free	 Public	
(Carnegie)	Library,	with	nearly	
$2	 million	 in	 capital	 improve-
ments	 and	 the	 redesign	 plans	
and	 preservation	 of	 the	 Perth	
Amboy Train Station, while 
securing	 nearly	 $50	 million	 in	
NJ	Transit	funds	for	future	con-
struction.	
	 	 	 Diaz’s	 aggressive	 outreach	
and promotion of business ad-
vocacy	 has	 welcomed	 major	
corporations	 to	 Perth	 Amboy,	
such	 as	 Buckeye	 Partners	 and	
Target,	the	first	distribution	cen-
ter	 in	 the	 State	 of	 New	 Jersey.	
Her	administration	has	attracted	
over	half	a	billion	dollars	in	cor-
porate investments in the past 
five	 years,	 while	 creating	 local	
jobs	and	beautifying	and	reme-

diating	 over	 several	 hundred	
acres	of	industrial	property	that	
had	been	vacant	for	decades.
	 	 	 In	 December	 2017,	 Mayor	
Diaz	 completed	 her	 4-year	
term	as	the	first	Latina	to	serve	
as	 president	 and	 chair	 of	 the	
New	Jersey	Urban	Mayors	As-
sociation	 (NJUMA).	 Through	
her	 term,	 she	 was	 dedicated	
to	 working	 with	 state	 and	 fed-
eral	 lawmakers	 and	 officials	
to develop appropriate and ef-
fective	 public	 policy	 measures	
that	impacts	all	New	Jersey	ur-
ban	 communities.	She	 also	has	
served	on	 the	League	Manage-
ment	Reform	Committee	for	the	
New	Jersey	League	of	Munici-
palities	 and	 currently	 serves	 as	
the	 Chairwoman	 for	 the	 Perth	
Amboy	Redevelopment	Agency	
(PARA).
	 	 	Prior	 to	taking	office,	Mayor	
Diaz	spent	20	years	in	the	bank-
ing	 industry	 where	 she	 started	
as	 a	 teller	 at	 a	 local	bank	after	
graduating	 from	 Perth	 Am-
boy	 High	 School	 in	 1983.	 She	
quickly	 rose	 through	 the	 ranks	
and	was	an	assistant	vice-pres-
ident	with	Banco	Popular	when	
she won the mayoral seat in 
May	 2008	 and	 as	 a	 result,	 re-
signed	from	that	position.
	 	 	A	 dedicated	 community	 ac-
tivist,	 Mayor	 Diaz	 chaired	 the	
Board	of	Trustees	for	the	Jewish	
Renaissance	 Medical	 Center,	 a	
nonprofit	 group	 that	 provides	
health	care	to	underserved	com-

munities.
	 	 	 She	was	 a	 driving	 force	 be-
hind	 the	Puerto	Rican	Patriotic	
Cultural	 Committee	 (Comité	
Cultural	 Patriótico	 Puertor-
riqueño	 de	 Perth	 Amboy),	
which	sponsors	the	annual	Hall	
Avenue	 Puerto	 Rican	 festival.	
Additionally, she served as a 
member	 of	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	
Merchants	Association	(PAMA)	
and	 has	 been	 honored	 by	 local	
organizations	such	as	the	Puerto	
Rican	 Association	 for	 Human	
Development	(PRAHD)	and	the	
Jewish	Renaissance	Foundation	
(JFR)	for	her	involvement	in	the	
community.
			Diaz	was	inducted	in	the	New	
Jersey	 League	 of	 Municipali-
ties’	 Hall	 of	 Fame	 for	 serving	
as	Mayor	of	her	community	for	
10	years.	She	also	received	the	
“Community	 Leaders	 of	 Dis-
tinction”	award	by	 the	Middle-
sex	 County	 Regional	 Chamber	
of	 Commerce.	 At	 the	 end	 of	
2015,	 NBC	 Latino	 and	 NBC	
Nightly	 News	 released	 a	 fea-
ture	 story	 Diaz,	 as	 the	 “First	
Woman	 Mayor	 of	 a	 Changing	
New	 Jersey	 Town.”	 Addition-
ally,	 Mayor	 Diaz	 received	 the	
2015	 LatinoJustice	 “Latina	
Trailblazers”	 award	 for	 public	
service.	 In	 2014,	 she	was	 hon-
ored	 as	 “Community	 Leader”	
by	the	Hispanic	American	Law	
Enforcement	 Association	 and	
“Humanitarian	 of	 the	Year”	 by	
The	Coalition	of	Hispanic	Phy-

sicians.	Diaz	was	earlier	recog-
nized	 by	 El	 Diario	 La	 Prensa	
as	 “Mujeres	 Destacadas	 2012”	
(Outstanding	 Women	 of	 2012)	
and	was	featured	in	Real	Simple	
Magazine	 as,	 “The	 Accidental	
Politician”	 among	 only	 four	
female	 mayors	 nation-wide.	 In	
2012,	 Diaz	 was	 also	 inducted	
into	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	 High	
School	 Hall	 of	 Fame	 and	 sev-
eral	 months	 later	 received	 the	
NJ	 State	Association	 of	 Chiefs	
of	Police	“Professional	Law	En-
forcement	Leadership	Award.”
	 	 	Mayor	Wilda	Diaz	 is	 a	 life-
long	 resident	 of	 Perth	 Amboy	
and	a	graduate	of	Perth	Amboy	
High	School.	She	and	her	hus-
band	Greg	have	two	adult	chil-
dren,	Gregory	and	Samantha.

Junior Iglesia for
Perth Amboy Council

Junior	 Iglesia,	 is	 a	 father,	 a	
community	 leader	 and	 a	 dedi-
cated	public	servant.		As	a	pub-
lic	 school	 teacher	 for	 12	 years	
and	as	a	Vice	Chair	of	the	Board	
of	Education	he	has	focused	his	
talents	 in	 making	 sure	 every	
child	in	Perth	Amboy	gains	the	
knowledge	and	skills	they	need	
to	 achieve	 their	God-given	 po-
tential.		He	has	served	as	an	ac-
tive	member	of	the	local	Demo-
cratic	 Club,	 is	 a	 volunteer	 in	
many	 civic	 associations	 and	 is	
a	co-founder	and	Vice	Chair	of	
the	 Perth	Amboy	 Soccer	 Club.		
His	 passion	 for	 education	 and	
community	 coupled	 with	 his	
vision	for	a	vibrant	city	that	at-
tracts	young	families	like	his	to	
Perth	Amboy,	will	bring	a	much	
needed	approach	 for	collabora-

Junior	Iglesia

tion	and	innovation	to	the	Perth	
Amboy	City	Council.

Bernadette Falcon-Lopez for 
Perth Amboy Council

Bernadette	Falcon-Lopez

Pastor	 Bernadette	 Falcon	 Lo-
pez	 is	 Senior	 Pastor	 at	 God’s	
Armies	Ministries	 of	New	 Jer-
sey.	 “Pastor	 Berny”,	 as	 she	 is	
affectionately	 known,	 has	 built	
a	record	of	a	lifetime	of	service	
providing	 program	 assistance,	
job	 readiness	 and	 services	 for	
the homeless and those in dan-
ger	 of	 being	homeless,	 as	well	
as	 soft-skills	 and	 financial	 lit-
eracy	 for	 pregnant	 and	 parent-
ing	youth.	 	She	 is	 an	expert	 in	
mental	 health	 education,	 pre-
vention and awareness and is 
an	 advocate	 for	 the	 rights	 of	
women	who	are	victims	of	Do-
mestic	Violence.	In	our	current	
moment	 of	 a	 health	 crisis	 that	
is	 impacting	 our	 community’s	
personal	 lives	 directly,	 her	 re-
cord	 of	 compassionate	 service	
for those who needed the most, 

will	 bring	 a	 vision	 of	 service	
oriented	 leadership	 to	 the	 City	
Council	of	Perth	Amboy.	

Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz Seeks Reelection for 4th Term
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Helmin Caba’s “2020 Vision” Team Pledges a Clean 
Campaign & ‘Real Solutions’ for Perth Amboy

Press	Release
PERTH	AMBOY,	NJ	–	(Imme-
diate	 Release)	 –	 Mayoral	 can-
didate	 Helmin	 J.	 Caba	 and	 his	
“2020	 Vision”	 Team	 pledge	 to	
run	 a	 clean,	 positive	 campaign	
that	 gives	 voters	 “real	 solu-
tions”	 to	 the	 city’s	 most	 chal-
lenging	issues.
			Caba	and	his	City	Council	run-
ning	mates,	Rose	Brion	Morales	
and	Bienvenido	“BJ”	Torres	Jr.,	
say:	“People	who	live,	work	and	
own	businesses	in	Perth	Amboy	
deserve	 real	 solutions	 to	 actual	

issues	 that	 our	 city	 faces.	 We	
are	the	only	candidates	offering	
sensible answers and innovative 
ideas.” 
	 	 	 Priorities	 for	 Caba’s	 “2020	
Vision”	Team	are	to:	Keep	city	
taxes	stable	and	affordable;	en-
hance	 quality	 of	 life;	 improve	
public	safety;	upgrade	the	city’s	
aging	 infrastructure;	 and	 end	
City	Hall’s	record	of	instability	
and	turbulence.
	 	 	 “Unqualified	 opponents	 are	
trying	 to	 frighten	 voters	 with	
‘fake	 news’	 about	 water	 con-

tamination	 and	 trying	 to	 smear	
our	 dedicated	 police	 officers.	
Amateur	 scare-tactics	 are	
shameful,”	 said	 Councilman	
Caba,	also	the	city’s	Democrat-
ic	chairman.
			“I	am	confident	voters	clearly	
see	that	Rose,	B.J.	and	I	are	the	
only	candidates	on	the	Nov.	3rd	
ballot	 offering	 truthful,	 posi-
tive and sensible solutions that 
will	make	Perth	Amboy	a	better,	
stronger	and	safer	community,”	
Caba	said.

“2020 Vision for Perth Amboy” 
Fields 4 School Board Candidates

Press	Release	9/8/20
PERTH	 AMBOY,	 NJ	 –	 The	
“2020	Vision	for	Perth	Amboy”	
campaign	 now	 has	 four	 quali-
fied,	 knowledgeable	 candidates	
running	 for	 the	 city’s	Board	of	
Education	on	 the	Nov.	3rd	bal-
lot,	mayoral	 hopeful	Helmin	 J.	
Caba	announced.
Running	 for	 Perth	 Amboy	
school	 board	 under	 the	 “2020	
Vision	 for	 Education”	 banner	
are:	Willie	DeJesus,	Michael	D.	
George,	 Marisol	 Gonzalez	 and	
Stacey	 Peralta.	 These	 accom-
plished	 candidates	 collectively	
have	five	decades	of	experience	
educating	children	and	assisting	
local	families.
“Our	school	district	–	like	City	
Hall	 –	 needs	 energetic	 new	
leaders with innovative ideas to 
make	positive	changes	that	will	
benefit	 our	 children	 and	 fami-
lies,”	 said	 Councilman	 Caba,	
also	the	city	Democratic	Chair-
man.	“Willie,	Michael,	Marisol	
and	Stacey	are	the	best	qualified	
choices	 to	 address	 our	 school	
district’s	most	vital	issues.”
Their	 expertise	 includes:	 Cur-
riculum;	 preschool	 education;	
special	 education	 for	 children	
with	 disabilities;	 cutting-edge	
technologies,	 district	 adminis-
tration	and	years	of	community	
service.
The	 four	 candidates	 pledge	 to	
enhance	 curriculum	 and	 tech-
nology;	 improve	 teacher	 re-

sources;	 strengthen	 school	
safety;	 and	 reduce	 classroom	
overcrowding.	 The	 “Vision	
2020”	School	Board	candidates	
are:
•	Willie	DeJesus,	 a	 police	 offi-
cer	 in	 Scotch	 Plains	 and	 Perth	
Amboy	 since	 2016.	 He	 previ-
ously	 worked	 with	 non-profit	
social	 service	 agencies	 helping	
needy and homeless families 
find	 safe	 housing,	 healthcare	
and	meaningful	jobs.
•	 Michael	 D.	 George	 retired	
from	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	 School	
District	 in	 2003	 after	 a	 distin-
guished,	35-year	career	as	biol-
ogy	 teacher,	 vice	 principal	 and	
principal.	 He	 holds	 a	 Masters	
degree	in	school	administration	
and	supervision.	He	is	also	for-
mer	chairman	of	the	city’s	Port	
Authority.
•	 Marisol	 M.	 Gonzalez	 is	 an	
experienced	occupational	thera-
pist	with	a	host	of	special	edu-
cation	 credentials;	 expertise	 in	
infant	 and	 child	 development;	
family	 education	 and	 criminol-
ogy.	She	has	dual	Master’s	de-
grees	 in	 occupational	 therapy	
and	education.
•	 Stacey	 Peralta	 is	 director	 of	
the	Puerto	Rican	Assoc.	for	Hu-
man	Development’s	Mi	Escuel-
ita	Preschool.	She	has	a	Masters	
in	 special	 education;	 taught	
Spanish	 and	 mathematics	 and	
was	 site	 director	 for	 the	 Boys	
and	Girls	Club	of	Perth	Amboy.

William	DeJesus Michael	D.	George

Marisol	M.	Gonzalez Stacey	Peralta

Helmin	J.	Caba Rose	Brion	MoralesBienvenido	“BJ”	Torres	Jr.,

CANDIDATES WITH “2O2O VISION
for PERTH AMBOY”

HELMIN J. CABA for 
MAYOR of PERTH AMBOY
Helmin	 J.	 Caba,	 47,	 is	 a	 Perth	
Amboy	 Councilman	 and	 the	
city’s	Democratic	chairman.
A	 paraprofessional	 at	 Perth	
Amboy	 High	 School,	 Caba	
has owned several small busi-
nesses.	He	 serves	 on	 the	 city’s	
Arts	 Council,	 and	 its	 Catholic	
School	 Advisory	 Board.	 He	 is	
a	member	of	American	Federa-
tion	of	Teachers	Local	857	and	
a	past	member	of	the	Perth	Am-
boy	Municipal	Alliance.
Born	 in	 the	 Dominican	 Re-
public’s	 La	Vega	 Province,	 his	
family	came	to	Perth	Amboy	in	
1977.	An	alumni	of	Holy	Trin-
ity	 Catholic	 School	 and	 Perth	
Amboy	 High	 (‘91),	 Mr.	 Caba	
has	 degrees	 from	 Middlesex	
County	 College	 in	 marketing	
and	 advertising.	 He	 also	 stud-
ied	 at	 Manhattan’s	 prestigious	
School	 of	 Visual	Arts.	 He	 and	
his	 wife,	 Wendy	 (Leonardo)	
Caba,	have	two	children.

ROSE B. MORALES for 
PERTH AMBOY COUNCIL

Rose	Brion	Morales,	50,	is	cur-
riculum	coordinator	for	Middle-
sex	 County	 College’s	 Dental	
Hygiene	 Department.	 She	 has	
worked	 at	 the	 college	 since	
2008	and	is	an	AFSCME	mem-
ber.	Ms.	Morales	has	previously	
work	 experience	 in	 retail	 store	
management	 and	 in	 real	 estate	
sales. 
Born	 in	 Manila,	 Philippines,	
her	 family	 came	 to	 the	 United	
States	 in	 1976.	 She	 studied	 at	
the	 Fashion	 Institute	 of	 Tech-
nology	 in	 New	 York	 before	
majoring	 in	 communications	 at	
Rutgers	University.	She	and	her	
husband,	Miguel	Morales,	have	
three	children.

BIENVENIDO “BJ”
TORRES Jr. for 

PERTH AMBOY COUNCIL
Bienvenido	“BJ”	Torres	Jr.,	45,	
is	 a	graduate	 teaching	assistant	
at	Rutgers	University	where	he	
is	 pursuing	 a	 Master’s	 Degree	
in	 labor	 management.	 Torres	
previously	had	a	two-decade	ca-
reer	managing	charity	care	and	
providing	 financial	 counseling	
for	New	Jersey	hospital	patients	
before	he	returned	to	Rutgers.
Torres	is	a	Perth	Amboy	Demo-
cratic	 committeeman.	 A	 pro-
fessional	 musician,	 songwriter	
and	 guitarist,	 he	 is	 the	 Perth	
Amboy	 Arts	 Council’s	 chair-
man;	founder	of	the	Waterfront	
Neighborhood	 Association;	
producer	 of	 the	 city’s	 annual	
waterfront	 music	 festival;	 and	
serves	on	the	Perth	Amboy	Civ-
ic	Trust.	He	is	married	to,	Caro-
line	 (Pozycki)	Torres	 and	he	 is	
the	father	of	two	children.

Lopez on Census Deadline: “Together We Can
Protect Our State’s Future for the Better”

Press	Release	9/1/20
TRENTON	–	Assemblywoman	
Yvonne	 Lopez	 (D-Middlesex),	
member	 of	 the	 New	 Jersey	
Complete	 Count	 Commission,	
released	 the	 following	 state-
ment	 in	 anticipation	 of	 the	 up-
coming	 Census	 deadline	 on	
September	30:
			“New	Jersey	has	29	days	left	
to	 achieve	 a	 complete	 count	 in	
the	2020	Census	 and	 this	Cen-
sus is our most important one 
yet.
				“The	Census	is	something	that	
we	 cannot	 talk	 about	 enough	
nor	 too	often,	because	 the	con-
sequences	of	the	Census	impact	

our	great	State	 for	 the	next	 ten	
years.	 A	 complete	 count	 lays	
the	 groundwork	 for	 our	State’s	
prosperity	and	recovery	and	an	
undercount	weakens	our	State’s	
opportunities and the lives of 
residents	 all	 over	 New	 Jersey.	
Simply put, we do not have a 
choice	 and	 must	 work	 hard	 to	
ensure	a	complete	count.
   “At stake, we have representa-
tion,	billions	in	federal	funding	
and the opportunity to positive-
ly	impact	every	meaningful	sec-
tor	 in	 New	 Jersey.	 Everything	
from	business	to	healthcare	de-
pends	 on	 accurate	 Census	 fig-
ures and we must do our part to 

contribute	 to	 the	 future	 of	 our	
state.
			“The	threat	of	an	undercount	
is real and we are behind. An 
undercount	 is	 something	 we	
cannot	 afford	 and	 for	 the	 next	
30	 days,	 I	 am	 calling	 on	 my	
colleagues	 and	 every	 single	
New	Jerseyan	to	complete	their	
Census	 form.	 Together	 we	 can	
protect	our	State’s	future	for	the	
better.
	 	 	 “Please	 visit	
https://2020census.gov/	 or	 call	
844-330-2020	(English)	or	844-
468-2020	(Spanish)	to	complete	
your	Census	form	today.”
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Joel Pabon Sr. for Perth Amboy Mayor
A Dedicated Public Official and U.S. Army Veteran

Joel	Pabon	Sr.

	 	 	Councilman	 Joel	 Pabon	 is	 a	
lifelong	 resident	 of	 Perth	 Am-
boy	 currently	 serving	 his	 9th	
year	on	the	City	Council.	He	is	
retired	 US	 Postal	 Service	 Su-
pervisor	after	serving	34	years,	
and	 is	 also	 a	 retired	 First	 Ser-
geant	of	the	Army	after	serving	
our	Country	23	years.	Both	Joel	
and	his	wife,	Marilyn	are	proud	
parents	 of	 their	 two	 sons,	 Joel	
Jr.	and	Jason.
	 	 	 In	2004,	Joel	 received	a	dis-
tinctive	 award	 of	 Recognition	
by	 the	 US	 Postal	 Service	 Na-
tional	 Awards	 Program	 for	 his	
exemplary	 efforts	 for	Diversity	
Achievement	and	business	suc-
cess.
	 	 	 Joel	 has	 dedicated	 over	 20	
years	of	service	 to	his	commu-

nity	through	his	active	involve-
ment	as	follows:	Former	Coun-
cil	 President	 (2013),	 Former	
Board	 of	 Education	 Member	
(2000-2009),	 Coordinator	 for	
the	 Safe	 Haven	 After	 School	
Program	 (2004-2009),	 Former	
President	 and	 Coach	 of	 the	
Perth	 Amboy	 Youth	 League,	
Puerto	 Rican,	 Dominican	
and	 Latin	 American	 Softball	
Leagues,	 Former	 Chairman	 of	
the	Redevelopment	Committee,	
and	Former	Member	of	the	Na-
tional	 Association	 of	 Supervi-
sors	Branch	327.
	 	 	His	involvement	in	the	com-
munity	also	extends	 to	his	 role	
on	 the	 follow-ing	 committees:	
Recreation	Committee,	Munici-
pal	Alliance,	Perth	Amboy	High	

School	 Hall	 of	 Fame	 Commit-
tee,	and	Trustee	for	the	Histori-
cal	Proprietary	House.

Doris Fonseca for Perth Amboy Council
A Business Professional

	 	 	 Doris	 Fonseca	 is	 a	 lifelong	
resident	of	Perth	Amboy	and	the	
loving	daughter	of	Luis	and	Luz	
Roman.	 Doris	 aspires	 to	 make	
a	difference	in	the	City	of	Perth	
Amboy	 by	 servicing	 the	 City's	
residents	and	needs	with	strong	
new quality of life initiatives. 
Doris	 has	 over	 8	 years	 of	 ex-
perience	as	an	Administrator	in	
the	 Building	 and	 Construction	
Industry	and	attained	an	Associ-
ates	 degree	 in	Applied	Science	
in	 Office	 Administration	 with	
Magna	 Cum	 Laude	 Honors	 in	
2006.
	 	 	 Doris'	 experience	 is	 wide	
in	 scope	 and	 she	 has	 work- Doris	Fonseca

ing	 knowledge	 in	 contract	 ne-
gotiations,	 development,	 and	
comprehensive	 experience	 in	
curbing	waste	and	cutting	inef-
ficiency.	 Her	 career	 experience	
as an administrator will help 
bring	 more	 accountability	 and	
oversight	to	the	City.	In	the	role	
of	a	Councilwoman,	Doris	envi-
sions	 strong	and	good	commu-
nication	 with	 a	 new	 City	 Ad-
ministration.
   "I want to help our city be-
come a beacon of hope and pos-
itively impact our City's growth 
, and show that when we work 
together anything is possible."

Terotha “Tee” Frederick for Perth Amboy Council
A Youth Advocate

Terotha	L.	Frederick

			Terotha	L.	Frederick	has	been	
a	 resident	 of	 Perth	Amboy	 for	
26 years. She married the love 
of	her	life,	Mr.	Edward	Freder-
ick	 and	 is	 the	proud	mother	 of	
two	 adult	 chil-dren,	 Tychelle	
and	Westley.	 Most	 residents	 in	
Perth	 Amboy	 lovingly	 know	
her	as	"Tee"	or	"Coach	Tee"	be-
cause	 she	 has	 always	 been	 ac-
tive	with	our	City's	Youth.
Both	 of	 her	 children	 graduated	
from	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	 Public	
School	system	and	her	daughter	
is	 in	 the	Air	 Force	 serving	 our	
country,	 while	 her	 son	 works	
with her husband. "Tee" was 
also	 a	 "wrestling	 mom"	 and	
she	 made	 sure	 that	 each	 child	
she	met	at	the	matches	felt	wel-
comed,	safe,	and	cared	for.
	 	 	Her	passion	for	 the	care	and	
growth	 of	 children	 has	 called	

her	 to	 serving	 as	 a	 Baseball	
and	Softball	Coach	for	over	15	
years.	 Over	 the	 past	 two	 years	
Terotha	has	worked	as	a	Recre-
ational	Aide	on	a	part-time	basis	
for	the	City	of	Perth	Amboy.
Terotha aspires to help a new 
administration	move	Perth	Am-
boy	 forward.	 Because	 she	 is	
passionate	 about	 children,	 she	
wants	to	make	sure	every	child	
she	comes	in	contact	with	feels	
special.
	 	 	 Spending	 time	 with	 her	
grandchildren	 and	 baking	 are	
the	 most	 important	 activity	 for	
"Tee"	 because	 it	 means	 more	
family time.
   "I am running for council be-
cause I see that our youth and 
children need a voice to speak 
up for their needs. I've lived 
here long enough to see that we 

need change, and I hope to help 
our community be better and 
prosper."

#FTLO (For the Love of)
 Quality Education Team

Maria	E.	Rodriguez

As	 a	 mother,	 a	 grandmother,	
and a retired businesswoman 
and entrepreneur, who has lived 
in	Perth	Amboy	over	45	years,	
I	know	that	a	quality	education	
is	the	only	way	our	children	will	
achieve	success.	My	experience	
as	a	former	Quality	Control	Ad-
ministrator helps me identify ar-
eas of improvement to help our 
School	 District	 rise	 in	 excel-
lence.	As	a	current	Perth	Amboy	
Board	 of	 Education	 member,	 I	
aspire	for	our	School	District	to	
realize	its	full	potential	and	sup-
port	good	programming.	While	
one	 person	 can	 make	 a	 differ-
ence,	our	FTLO	Quality	Educa-
tion team will help with positive 
changes.

Maria E. Rodriguez for Perth Amboy BOE

Sharon D. Hubberman for Perth Amboy BOE

Sharon	D.	Hubberman

Perth	 Amboy	 is	 where	 I	 was	
born	and	raised.	I’m	very	proud	
to	be	a	member	of	our	commu-
nity	and	I	would	like	the	parents	
of	 our	 students	 to	 know	 I	 will	
work	 hard	 for	 you!	As	 a	 busi-
nesswoman,	 community	 advo-
cate,	 a	 Rutgers	 College	Alum-
nus, and a former Wall Street 
financial	 consultant,	 I	 know	
there	are	no	limits	when	a	child	
believes in the beauty of his or 
her	dreams.	Parents	play	a	criti-
cal	 role	 in	 communicating	 the	
needs	 of	 their	 children	 and	 as	
future	Board	Members	 it	 is	 vi-
tal	to	help	them	meet	their	goals	
of	 having	 a	 quality	 education	
for	 their	 children.	 Our	 school	
district	has	the	potential	to	soar	
and	I’m	humbled	for	the	oppor-

tunity	to	serve	you.	Please	vote	
for	our	#FTLO	QE	Team!

Keryn Morales for Perth Amboy BOE

Keryn	Morales

I	was	born	and	raised	in	Perth	
Amboy,	and	as	a	full-time	stu-
dent	who	also	works	as	a	tech-
nician	for	a	Pharmacy,	 I	have	
high	 hopes	 to	 help	 our	 youth	
become	 more	 productive	 in	
their	goals.	As	a	youth	 leader	
in	my	church,	I	see	that	having	
more	 after	 school	 programs	
for our kids helps them stay 
on	the	right	path.	After	school	
programs	 help	 motivate	 stu-
dents	 to	continue	 their	educa-
tion	like	college	in	order	to	get	
a	good	job.	I’m	running	for	the	
Board	 of	 Education	 because	
I	want	 to	help	society	be	bet-
ter	 and	 make	 sure	 education	
is	 number	 ONE	 in	 our	 lives.	
Please	vote	for	US	via	mail	in	
ballot.

Hattie Harrell for Perth Amboy BOE

Hattie	Harrell

I	 am	 a	 lifelong	 resident,	 a	
graduate	 of	 Perth	Amboy	High	
School,	 a	 retired	 EKG	 Techni-
cian,	a	County	Committeewom-
an,	and	a	grandmother	to	several	
children	 in	 our	 school	 system	
who	is	looking	for	the	opportu-
nity	 to	 help	 make	 a	 difference	
in	our	children’s	education.	I’m	
running	 for	 the	 School	 Board	
because	 I	 hope	 to	 help	 bridge	
the	 gap	 of	 communication	 be-
tween	the	parents	and	schools.	It	
is	important	to	enhance	the	qual-
ity	of	the	school	experience	for	
all	students.	The	children	in	our	
school	district	 are	 the	 future	of	
our	country,	and	our	team	cares	
about	the	quality	of	their	educa-
tion.	On	Tuesday,	Nov.	3rd,	I’m	
asking	you	for	your	support	and	

your	vote	for	our	TEAM.

In It For You
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Vanessa Bermudez for
Perth Amboy Council
Together We Could Do Better

“As	a	member	of	the	Zoning	
Board	 I	 have	 seen	 firsthand	
how	 the	 City’s	 overall	 lack	
of	 leadership	 and	 political	
interference	 has	 Negatively	
impacted	Perth	Amboy’s	eco-
nomic	growth	and	quality	of	
life for its residents.”

•Zoning	Board,	member	
•VFW,	lifetime	member
•Moose	Lodge,	member
•Latin	American	 Motorcycle	
Association,	member
•National	 Sales	 Manager,	
LED	 Manufacturing	 Com-
pany

Vanessa	Bermudez

Angel Mota Ramirez for
Perth Amboy Council
Together We Could Do Better

Angel	Mota	Ramirez

•Self-made	 businessman-	
MTI	Imports
•Redevelopment	 Authority,	
former member

	 	 	 “Perth	 Amboy	 is	 blessed	
with	 a	 great	 geographic	 lo-
cation	 and	 a	 hardworking				
Community,	yet	 constant	po-
litical	infighting	over	the	past	
12 years has prevented the 
City	 from	 fully	 realizing	 its	
redevelopment potential and 
has denied its residents better 
employment opportunities at 
a time when they are needed 
most.”

Joseph B. Vas for Mayor
Together We Could Do Better

•Expert	in	Public	Finance
•Financial	Analyst	(8	years)
•Attorney	in	Perth	Amboy
•Governor’s	 Executive	 Fel-
low
•Democratic	 Committeeman	
(3	terms)
•	Past	Deputy	Grand	Knight,	
Knights	of	Columbus
•Former	 Board	 Member	
of	 the	 Jewish	 Renaissance	
Medical	Center
Education:
•Law	Degree,	Rutgers	Univ.	
School	of	Law
•MBA,	Rutgers	Univ.	School	
of	Business
•	BS	in	Finance,	The	College	
of	NJ

“In	the	past	12	years	Perth	Amboy’s	tax	rate	has	continued	to	in-
crease	nearly	every	year	from	one	of	lowest	effective	tax	rates	in	
the	County	in	2008	to	one	of	the	fastest	increasing	tax	rates	per	
capita	in	the	county	in	2020,	far	outpacing	nearly	every	Middle-
sex	County	municipality.	Elected	city	officials	from	the	Mayor	
to	City	Council	have	endorsed	unnecessary	tax	abatements	and	
payments	 in	 lieu	 of	 taxes	 (PILOTS)	 to	 the	 wealthiest	 outside	
taxpayers	shifting	the	tax	burden	on	residential	taxpayers.	While	
local	residential	property	owners	have	seen	consistent	taxes	in-
creases,	public	services	decline	and	there	has	been	overall	decay	
to	the	City’s	infrastructure	and	in	the	quality	of	life.	My	greatest	
concern	 is	 that	 no	 one	 has	 proposed	 a	 comprehensive	 plan	 to	
stabilize	taxes	or	provide	relief	to	its	residential	property	own-
ers	-	instead	it	appears	their	only	plan	to	balance	the	municipal	
budget	is	to	continue	to	raise	taxes.”

Joseph	B.	Vas

•Lifelong	Resident	of	Perth	Amboy
•Married,	father	of	two	children

ROSS, ROMAN AND FERNANDEZ FILE
 FOR SCHOOL BOARD

IMPROVING EDUCATION TOGETHER ANNOUNCES
BID TO UNSEAT INCUMBENTS IN

BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION

Justin	Ross Romina	Roman Manuel	Fernandez

Press	Release
PERTH	AMBOY	 -	Today,	 Jus-
tin	 Ross,	 Romina	 Roman	 and	
Manuel	 Fernandez	 submitted	
their	petitions	to	be	on	the	gen-
eral	election	ballot	for	the	Perth	
Amboy	Board	of	Education	this	
November.	 The	 three	 are	 seek-
ing	three	three-year	terms.
			Justin	Ross	is	a	lifelong	resi-
dent	of	Perth	Amboy.	Currently	
a	member	of	the	fourth	genera-
tion in his family to live in his 
home,	Ross	is	a	proud	husband	
to	Graciela,	an	 immigrant	 from	
Peru.	 Together,	 they	 are	 rais-
ing	their	bilingual	children	who	
both	 attend	 Rose	 Lopez	 Ele-
mentary	School.	Ross	is	himself	
an	 educator	 at	 St.	 Benedict’s	
Prep	 in	 Newark,	 NJ,	 where	 he	
serves	 as	 the	 Faculty	 Chair	 of	
the	English	Department.	At	 the	
school	 Ross	 is	 also	 known	 for	
teaching	his	students	to	become	
engaged	and	informed	members	
of	 their	 community.	 He	 does	
this	by	 serving	as	 the	 leader	of	
Youth	 Civic	 Action	 which	 en-
ables	students	to	reach	out	to	the	
community	 to	 register	 voters,	
become	 educated	 and	 educate	
others	 on	 politics	 on	 a	 local,	
state and national level, while 
teaching	his	students	the	power	
of	 the	 voice	 and	 vote	 we	 were	
given.	This	year,	Ross	is	starting	
another	civic	engagement	group	
known	as	Race	to	Action	which	
will	 dive	 into	 the	 issues	 facing	
our	communities	of	color,	civic	
engagement	 and	 politics.	 At	 a	
local	 level,	 Ross	 maintains	 an	
active	 role	 in	 the	 community.	
He	 has	 served	 as	 a	 member	 of	
the	Citizen’s	Campaign,	 served	
as	 Secretary	 of	 the	 Library	
Board	of	Trustees	and	currently	
serves	on	the	Perth	Amboy	Zon-
ing	Board.
	 	 	Coming	 from	an	educational	
background,	 Ross	 believes	 in	
the	 value	 of	 a	 bountiful	 educa-
tion,	 the	 importance	 of	 team-

work between the administra-
tion	and	the	Board	of	Education,	
as	 well	 as,	 the	 critical	 role	 the	
community	must	play	 in	estab-
lishing	 an	 exceptional	 educa-
tional	 system.	 “Public	 schools	
must	be	the	cornerstone	of	civic	
engagement	 and	 experiential	
learning.	 Together	 it	 can	 help	
reshape	the	future	of	Perth	Am-
boy,”	stated	Mr.	Ross.
	 	 	 Romina	 Roman	 is	 a	 proud	
product	 of	 the	 Perth	 Amboy	
School	District.	Born	in	Mendo-
za,	Argentina,	 Roman	 came	 to	
Perth	Amboy	in	2000	at	the	ten-
der	age	of	14.	Upon	arrival,	she	
entered	 her	 Perth	Amboy	High	
School	as	a	sophomore.	Romina	
prides	 herself	 on	 her	 academic	
achievements	 and	 has	 seen	 the	
direct	 results	 and	 rewards	 of	
her	 educational	 investments.	
She	 is	 currently	 a	 proud	 wife	
to Gustavo and mother of four 
children-	 all	 of	 whom	 are	 cur-
rently	 students	 in	 the	 district’s	
schools.	Romina	fondly	remem-
bers	 the	 struggles	 she	 had	 to	
face	 as	 an	 immigrant	 who	 had	
to	navigate	her	way	through	the	
Perth	 Amboy	 School	 District.	
Roman	worked	her	way	through	
both	of	her	pregnancies;	work-
ing	 at	 a	 fast	 food	 chain	 while	
she	was	pregnant	with	her	first	
daughter	 and	 when	 she	 was	
pregnant	with	her	first	son,	she	
was	in	nursing	school.	She	later	
worked	 at	Amboy	 Care	 Center	
and	Alameda	Care	Center.	 She	
currently	 works	 as	 a	 technical	
support	 agent	 specializing	 in	
computers	at	a	small	electronics	
retailer.
			“As	a	working	mother	or	four	
school	children,	I	can	easily	re-
late to what other parents are 
feeling	 especially	 in	 the	 midst	
of	 a	 pandemic.	 It’s	 time	 to	 fi-
nally	 bridge	 the	 gap	 between	
our	 schools	 and	 our	 homes.	
Without	 joint	 collaboration	 be-
tween	 teaching	 staff	 and	 par-

ents/guardians	our	children	will	
never truly be prepared to fully 
enter	 our	 community	 as	 em-
powered	 and	 civically	 engaged	
members	of	society,”	 remarked	
Mrs.	Roman.
			Manuel	Fernandez	is	a	youth-
ful	member	 of	 our	 community.	
At	 27	 years	 old,	 he	 looks	 to	
improve the internal quality of 
life	for	our	students.	Fernandez	
comes	from	an	immigrant	back-
ground	himself	as	he	was	raised	
in	the	Dominican	Republic.	His	
parents	 came	 to	 Perth	 Amboy	
where they later opened a res-
taurant	 in	 the	 city.	 Fernandez	
was	 taught	 the	 value	 of	 hard-
work	and	perseverance	through	
the	 struggles	 he	 saw	 himself,	
and	his	parents,	forced	to	navi-
gate.	He	too	works	at	a	business	
located	within	 the	 limits	of	 the	
city.
			“In	a	working-class	communi-
ty	like	Perth	Amboy	our	public	
schools	should	be	neighborhood
safe	 havens,	 providing	 after	
school	 activities	 for	 students	
who	 are	 otherwise	 returning	
from	 school	 to	 empty	 homes	
or	the	vices	of	the	streets,”	pro-
claimed	Mr.	Fernandez.
			The	three	are	running	for	the	
full	 terms	 (3	 years)	 under	 the	
Vas	2020	campaign.	 IMPROV-
ING	 EDUCATION	 TOGETH-
ER	hopes	to	promote	increased	
civics	 education	 and	 partici-
pation,	 eliminate	 the	 continu-
ous	 disconnection	 between	 the	
school	 life	 and	 home	 life	 of	 a	
child,	and	provide	youth	growth	
opportunities to ensure our stu-
dents	leave	Perth	Amboy	Public	
Schools	 fully	 prepared	 for	 the	
next	chapter	of	their	lives.
			For	continuous	campaign	up-
dates,	follow	the	ticket	on	Face-
book	and	Instagram	at
@IMPROVINGEDUCATION-
TOGETHER.

Improving Education Together Platform Points
•	Ensure	all	students	are	receiving	a	quality	education,	especially	during	remote	learning.
•	Strengthen	transportation	to	reduce	traffic	congestion	and	maximize	resources	already	in	the	dis-
trict.
•	Establish	and	maintain	a	strong	relationship	between	the	district,	community,	and	parents	to	en-
sure	our	students	are	wholly	prepared	for	college	and	21st-century	careers.
•	To	ensure	all	staff	and	educators	are	treated	fairly	and	respectfully	while	providing	them	with	the	
necessary	resources	for	an	optimal	educational	and	professional	environment.
•	Enhance	Civics	instruction	for	all	students	to	instill	the	importance	of	service	to	the	community	
and	to	develop	skills	necessary	to	be	a	well-rounded	and	contributing	member	of	society.
•	Work	with	parents	and	school-based	parent	organizations	to	reinforce	and	cultivate	learning	in	the	
home.
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By Phil Kohn. Dedicated to the memory of his father, GM3 Walter Kohn, U.S. Navy Armed Guard, USNR, and all men and women 

who have answered the country’s call in time of need. Phil can be contacted at ww2remembered@yahoo.com.

			The	Belgian	government	announces	on	September	14,	1945,	that	three	Belgian	army	divisions,	comprising	17,000	men,	will	partici-
pate	in	the	occupation	of	Germany	as	part	of	the	British	Army	of	the	Rhine,	under	the	supreme	command	of	Field	Marshal	Bernard	
Montgomery.
			On	September	15,	300	RAF	aircraft	overfly	London	to	mark	the	fifth	anniversary	of	the	Battle	of	Britain;	commemorative	parades	are	
held	throughout	the	nation.	In	Washington,	D.C.,	the	U.S.	Department	of	War	issues	figures	showing	that	a	total	of	7,306,000	soldiers	
(including	a	small	number	of	Allied	forces	and	civilians)	and	126,859,000	tons	of	war	cargo	had	been	moved	from	American	ports	to	
all	fronts	between	December	1941	and	August	31,	1945.	The	U.S.	Office	of	War	Information	is	dissolved.
			The	Japanese	garrison	in	Hong	Kong	officially	surrenders	on	September	16.	The	British	Royal	Navy’s	Rear	Adm.	Cecil	Harcourt	
signs	the	formal	surrender	instrument	with	American,	Chinese	and	Canadian	representatives	present.	The	British	land	troops	at	Batavia,	
Netherlands	East	Indies,	and	announce	that	their	mission	is	to	secure	the	area	until	Dutch	authorities	arrive	to	resume	their	colonial	rule.
			In	Germany,	on	September	17,	Josef	Kramer,	former	SS	commandant	of	the	Auschwitz	and	Bergen-Belsen	concentration	camps,	and	
44	male	and	female	SS	personnel	on	his	staffs	are	brought	before	a	British	military	tribunal	at	Lüneburg	on	charges	of	conspiracy	to	
commit	mass	murder.	Kramer	and	10	others	are	found	guilty	and	subsequently	executed,	19	are	given	prison	terms	and	14	are	acquitted;	
one	individual	is	never	tried,	because	of	illness.	Chinese	Nationalist	troops	occupy	Peking.	In	Batavia,	Dutch	East	Indies,	rallies	take	
place	supporting	Indonesian	independence.
			In	Egypt,	on	September	18,	Mahmoud	El	Essawy	is	executed,	after	Prime	Minister	Mahmoud	El	Nokrashy	Pasha	confirms	the	sen-
tence.	The	28-year-old	lawyer	had	assassinated	the	late	Egyptian	prime	minister,	Ahmad	Maher	Pasha,	El	Nokrashy’s	predecessor,	on	
February	24,	1945,	moments	after	Maher	announced	that	Egypt	had	declared	war	on	the	Axis	countries.
			On	September	19,	in	London,	William	Joyce,	who	had	broadcast	Nazi	propaganda	as	“Lord	Haw-Haw,”	is	sentenced	to	death	for	
treason.	In	Korea,	Kim	Il-sung,	after	eight	years	of	exile	in	the	Soviet	Union,	arrives	at	the	northern	port	of	Wonsan	aboard	the	Soviet	
warship	Pugachev	and	begins	organizing	the	Korean	Workers’	Party.	In	the	southern	part	of	the	Korean	peninsula,	U.S.	occupation	
authorities	revoke	all	Japanese	laws	restricting	freedom	of	religion,	assembly,	speech	and	press.
			Mohandas	Gandhi	and	Jawaharlal	Nehru	on	September	20	demand	that	all	British	troops	depart	India.	British	Prime	Minister	Clement	
Attlee	promises	independence	for	India	“at	the	earliest	possible	date.”	In	the	U.S.,	German	rocket	engineers,	who	had	been	captured	
and	brought	to	the	U.S.,	begin	to	work	on	America’s	rocket	program.	Zionist	leader	Chaim	Weizmann,	a	senior	member	of	the	Jew-
ish	Agency	for	Palestine,	makes	an	appeal	to	the	U.S.,	the	U.K.,	France	and	the	U.S.S.R.	for	compensation	from	Germany	for	crimes	
against	Jews.
			Indian	leaders	Mohandas	Gandhi	and	Jawaharlal	Nehru	and	the	All-India	Congress	Party	on	September	21	demand	that	all	of	South-
east Asia should be free of imperialist domination.

			British	troops	on	September	22	release	1,400	Vichy	French	soldiers	from	former	Japanese	prison	camps	around	Saigon,	Vietnam.	
Many	of	the	released	soldiers	enter	Saigon	and	go	on	a	deadly	rampage,	attacking	Viet	Minh	(anti-French	Vietnamese	nationalist)	sup-
porters	and	killing	innocent	civilians,	including	children.	The	soldiers	are	abetted	by	some	of	the	estimated	20,000	French	civilians	
who	live	in	Saigon,	who	join	in	the	rampage.	In	Germany,	Gen.	George	S.	Patton,	military	governor	of	Bavaria,	publicly	questions	the	
necessity	of	the	“de-Nazification”	program	(the	removal	of	former	Nazi	Party	members	from	political,	administrative	and	governmental	
positions)	being	carried	out	there.	Patton	likens	“this	Nazi	thing”	to	“a	Democratic	and	Republican	election	fight,”	offering	the	opinion	
that	Germans	with	experience	in	infrastructure	management	were	forced	to	join	the	Nazi	Party.	The	comments	spark	outrage	back	in	
the	U.S.	and	garner	a	large	amount	of	negative	press.
			In	Cairo,	the	Egyptian	government	on	September	23	demands	that	British	forces	withdraw	from	the	Sudan,	an	Anglo-Egyptian	condo-
minium.	The	U.K.	demurs.	(In	international	law,	a	condominium	is	a	territory	over	which	two	or	more	countries	formally	agree	to	share	
equal	sovereignty	and	to	exercise	their	rights	jointly	without	dividing	the	territory.)	Per	the	Potsdam	Agreement,	Nationalist	Chinese	
soldiers	occupy	the	Kingdom	of	Laos	north	of	the	16th	parallel.
			In	Tokyo,	Japanese	Emperor	Hirohito	says	on	September	24	that	he	did	not	want	war;	he	blames	former	prime	minister	Hideki	Tojo	
for	the	attack	on	Pearl	Harbor.	In	Saigon,	Vietnam,	the	Viet	Minh	successfully	organize	a	general	strike	that	shuts	down	all	commerce,	
along	with	electricity	and	water	supplies.	In	a	Saigon	suburb,	members	of	a	Vietnamese	criminal	organization	massacre	150	French	and	
Eurasian	civilians,	including	children,	in	retaliation	for	the	French	rampage	in	Saigon	two	days	earlier.
	 	 	On	September	25,	 the	National	Socialist	German	Workers’	(Nazi)	Party,	 the	German	armed	forces	(Wehrmacht),	 the	SS,	 the	SA	
(Sturmabteilung,	the	Nazi	Party’s	original	paramilitary	security	force)	and	the	Gestapo	are	officially	declared	illegal	in	Germany	by	the	
Four-Power	Allied	Control	Commission.	All	German	foreign	affairs	will	be	handled	by	the	Allies.	Germans	are	ordered	to	turn	in	all	
gold,	silver	and	platinum	coins	and	bullion.	All	items	looted	from	Nazi-conquered	countries	are	also	to	be	turned	over.	The	last	Soviet	
soldier	leaves	Norwegian	territory	at	8:55	p.m.,	local	time.
			In	Washington,	D.C.,	President	Truman	announces	on	September	26	that,	per	a	decision	at	the	recent	Potsdam	Conference,	surviv-
ing	German	naval	vessels	will	be	divided	equally	between	the	United	States,	the	United	Kingdom	and	the	Soviet	Union.	He	notes	also	
that	no	decision	has	yet	been	made	on	the	disposal	of	what	remains	of	the	Imperial	Japanese	Navy’s	fleet.	The	first	American	death	in	
Vietnam	occurs,	in	Saigon,	as	OSS	officer	Lt.	Col.	A.	Peter	Dewey	—	a	distant	relative	of	New	York	Governor	Thomas	Dewey	—	is	
shot	and	killed	at	a	roadblock	by	three	Viet	Minh	guerrillas.	Dewey	was	leading	a	seven-man	team	searching	for	missing	American	
pilots	and	assessing	the	condition	of	the	country	after	the	Japanese	surrender.	The	guerrillas	say	they	mistook	him	for	a	French	officer.	
Before	his	death,	Dewey	had	filed	a	report	on	the	deepening	Vietnam	crisis,	urging	that	the	U.S.	“ought	to	clear	out	of	Southeast	Asia.”	
Dewey	becomes	the	first	of	more	than	38,200	U.S.	soldiers	(and	58,220	military	personnel	overall)	killed	by	Hồ	Chi	Minh’s	forces.
			Japanese	Emperor	Hirohito	on	September	27	visits	Gen.	of	the	Army	Douglas	MacArthur	at	the	latter’s	headquarters	in	Tokyo.	In	
India,	17	people	are	killed	and	75	injured	during	religious	violence	between	Hindus	and	Muslims	in	Bombay.
			On	September	28,	Gen.	of	the	Army	Dwight	D.	Eisenhower,	military	governor	of	the	American	Occupation	Zone,	after	a	heated	argu-
ment	with	Gen.	George	S.	Patton	over	Patton’s	naïve	and	impolitic	de-Nazification	comments	made	on	September	22,	relieves	Patton	
as	military	governor	of	Bavaria.	Across	Indonesia	(technically,	the	Netherlands	East	Indies),	anti-Dutch	riots	take	place.	In	India,	police	
in	Bombay	fire	on	rioters	during	the	third	day	of	sectarian	violence	in	the	city.
			British	troops	land	on	Java,	in	the	Dutch	East	Indies,	on	September	29	to	help	the	Dutch	battle	Indonesian	nationalists.	In	Buenos	
Aires,	Argentina,	an	estimated	500,000	conservative	protesters	—	upset	by	social	reforms	he	had	gotten	passed	—	call	for	the	resigna-
tion	of	Juan	Perón,	the	nation’s	Vice	President,	Secretary	of	War	and	Minister	of	Labor.
			U.S.	Marines	of	the	III	Amphibious	Corps	land	at	Tientsin,	in	northern	China,	on	September	30	to	disarm	630,000	Japanese	troops	
and	participate	in	the	occupation	there.	In	the	U.S.,	“War	Time”	(year-round	Daylight	Saving	Time)	is	ended.
			The	U.S.	Office	of	Strategic	Services,	known	as	the	OSS,	disbands	on	October	1,	1945.	Heavyweight	boxing	champion	Joe	Louis	is	
discharged	from	the	U.S.	Army.	King	Leopold	III	returns	to	Belgium	from	Austria,	where	he	had	been	exiled	by	the	Germans.	A	royal	
proclamation	defends	his	actions	during	the	war	(including	surrendering	to	the	Germans	in	1940	and	meeting	with	Hitler,	for	example),	
but	his	return	to	the	Belgian	throne	is	met	with	popular	resistance.
			Gen.	George	S.	Patton	is	notified	by	Gen.	of	the	Army	Eisenhower’s	office	on	October	2	that	he	is	being	removed	from	command	of	
the	U.S.	Third	Army	and	will	head	an	Army	unit	compiling	a	history	of	the	war	in	Germany.	President	Truman	receives	a	gift	from	an	
old	friend	in	Missouri:	A	painted	glass	sign	mounted	on	a	walnut	base	that	says:	“The	buck	stops	here.”	Truman	places	it	on	his	desk	
and	refers	to	it	occasionally	during	his	time	in	office.
			The	United	Nations	Executive	Committee	on	October	3	recommends	that	the	organization’s	permanent	headquarters	be	located	in	
the	U.S.,	with	San	Francisco	as	the	most-favored	site.	Ten-year-old	Elvis	Presley	makes	his	first	public	appearance,	singing	in	a	contest	
at	the	Mississippi-Alabama	Fair	&	Dairy	Show.	Dressed	as	a	cowboy,	young	Elvis	stands	on	a	stepstool	to	reach	the	microphone.	He	
sings	“Old	Shep,”	and	places	fifth.
			In	Paris,	the	trial	of	Pierre	Laval,	former	head	of	state	of	Vichy	France,	opens	on	October	4.	The	charges:	Plotting	against	the	security	
of	the	state	and	collaboration	with	the	enemy.	In	Japan,	Gen.	of	the	Army	Douglas	MacArthur,	Supreme	Commander	for	the	Allied	
Powers,	orders	civil	liberties	restored	within	the	country.	One	thousand	Dutch	troops	arrive	in	Batavia,	Netherlands	East	Indies.	Some	
cities	are	in	the	hands	of	Indonesian	nationalist	separatists,	including	Surabaya	and	Bandung.

World War II - 75 Years Ago A.C. Bus Trip
San Salvador Seniors
PERTH	AMBOY	 –	The	 San	
Salvador	 Seniors	 are	 having	
a	bus	trip	to	Caesars	Casino,	
Atlantic	 City	 on	 Thursday,	
October	 1,	 2020.	 Cost:	 $30	
per	 person,	 $30	 back	 in	 slot	
play.	 Everyone	 must	 bring	 a	
mask	 to	 board	 the	 bus.	 Bus	
leaves	12	Noon.	Bus	will	de-
part from behind St. Stephens 
Church	 parking	 lot	 on	 Me-
chanic	 Street,	 Perth	 Amboy.	
For	more	info	call	Joe	at	732-
826-0819.
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CASA Online 
Information 

Series
NEW	 BRUNSWICK	 –	 CASA	
(Court	 Appointed	 Special	 Ad-
vocates	for	Children	Middlesex	
County)	 is	 seeking	 volunteers	
to	 advocate	 for	 children	 who	
have	been	abused	or	neglected.	
When	 a	 child	 is	 in	 foster	 care,	
having	a	CASA	means	they	are	
more	likely	to	find	a	permanent	
home, spend less time in fos-
ter	 care,	 and	 perform	 better	 in	
school.	 	We	 are	 conducting	 in-
formation sessions for people 
who would like to learn more 
about	 our	 organization	 and	 the	
role	of	the	volunteer	advocate.
	 	 	CASA	of	Middlesex	County	
is	 having	 online	 information	
sessions	on	 the	 following	date:		
September	19th at 10 a.m. This 
session will be held online via 
Zoom.	 CASA	 of	 Middlesex	
County	 Our	 fall	 training	 starts	
in	 October,	 so	 you	 still	 have	
time to apply for this unique 
volunteer	 position.	 Please	 join	
us	 to	 learn	 more	 about	 CASA	
and the role of the volunteer 
advocate.	For	more	information	
and	 to	 register	 please	 email:	
nora@casaofmiddlesexcounty.
org	

Sayreville’s 
Centennial

1920-2020
SAYREVILLE	 -	 The	 Borough	
of	Sayreville	 is	 hosting	 a	Cen-
tennial	Celebration	on	Septem-
ber	 26,	 2020	 in	War	Memorial	
Park	 behind	 Borough	 Hall.	 It	
will	 be	 a	 celebration	 of	 Sayre-
ville's	rich	history	and	commu-
nity.	 We	 are	 inviting	 our	 resi-
dents	 to	 participate	 in	 various	
events that we have planned. 
If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 volunteer	
please email sayre100@sayre-
ville.com.	

L2B> Library 
to Business

SOUTH	AMBOY	–	L2B	seeks	
to	 connect	 job	 seekers,	 busi-
nesses,	 and	 nonprofits	 of	 New	
Jersey	 with	 organizations	 and	
experts	who	are	actively	engag-
ing	 in	 business	 and	 workforce	
development	 webinars.	 View	
the	 CALENDAR	 for	 FREE	
webinars	 and	 online	 training.	
Click	 on	 eRESOURCES	 for	
businesses,	 nonprofit	 organiza-
tions,	 and	 economic	 informa-
tion.	https://libs2b.com/	
	 	 	 For	 more	 information	 con-
tact	 	 the	 Sadie	 Pope	 Dowdell	
Library:	 email:	 comments@
dowdell.org	 or	 go	 to	 www.
dowdell.org	



September	16,	2020	*	The	Amboy	Guardian		.17

 PERTH	AMBOY	–	1964	Champs.	St.	Mary's	Catholic	Youth	Organization	(CYO)	won	the	1964	Tren-
ton	Diocese	Championship	 for	Cheerleading.	The	 team	 included:	 (Front	 from	Left)	Donna	Chuilli,	
Kathy	Marshall,	Linda	King,	Judy	Koslowski	and	(Rear	from	Left)	Kathy	Haag,	Geneva	Lewandowski,	
Coach	Kennedy,	Diana	McAndrew,	Patty	Conahan.	

*Photo Courtesy of Fay McAndrew

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.
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Novena to St. Rita

O	holy	protectress	of	those	who	
art	 in	 greatest	 need,	 thou	 who	
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita,	 bright	 mirror	 of	 God's	
grace,	in	patience	and	fortitude	
thou art a model of all the states 
in	life.	I	unite	my	will	with	the	
will	of	God	through	the	merits	
of	my	Savior	Jesus	Christ,	and	
in	particular	through	his	patient	
wearing	of	the	crown	of	thorns,	
which	 with	 tender	 devotion	
thou	 didst	 daily	 contemplate.	
Through	the	merits	of	the	holy	
Virgin	 Mary	 and	 thine	 own	
graces	and	virtues,	I	ask	thee	to	
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided	it	be	for	the	greater	glory	
of	God	and	my	own	sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention,	O	holy	protectress	and	
advocate,	 so	 that	 I	may	 obtain	
the pardon of all my sins and 
the	grace	to	persevere	daily,	as	
thou	didst	in	walking	with	cour-
age,	 generosity,	 and	 fidelity	
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint	Rita,	advocate	of	 the	im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint	Rita,	advocate	of	the	help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@
gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject 
line and explain why your pet is special. Please 
include Name and Phone# for verification.

Prayer to St. Jude

To be said when problems arise 
or when one seems to be de-
prived of all visible help, or for 
cases almost despaired of.
Most	 holy	 Apostle,	 St.	 Jude,	
faithful	servant	and	friend	of	Je-
sus, the name of the traitor who 
delivered	 our	 beloved	 Father	
into	 the	 hands	 of	 His	 enemies	
has	 caused	you	 to	 be	 forgotten	
by	many,	but	the	Church	honors	
and invokes you universally, as 
the patron and invokes you uni-
versally, as the patron of hope-
less	cases,	of	 things	almost	de-
spaired	of.		Pray	for	me,	I	am	so	
helpless	and	alone.	Make	use	 I	
implore	 you,	 of	 that	 particular	
privilege	given	to	you,	to	bring	
visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of.  
Come	 to	 my	 assistance	 in	 this	
great	need	that	I	may	receive	the	
consolation	and	help	of	heaven	
in	 all	 my	 necessities,	 tribula-
tions	 and	 sufferings,	 particu-
larly (Here make your request) 
and	that	I	may	praise	God	with	
you	and	all	the	elect	forever.	 	I	
promise,	O	blessed	St.	Jude,	 to	
be	ever	mindful	of	this	great	fa-
vor, to always honor you as my 
special	 and	 powerful	 patron,	
and	to	gratefully	encourage	de-
votion to you. Amen.  
Thank you, Saint Jude
K.M. & C.M.

Miraculous Invocation 

to St. Therese

Remember 

to Say Your 
Novenas!

Please	ADOPT	Peanut!	 	He	 is	 the	sweetest	most	affectionate	boy	
that	doesn't	deserve	to	be	on	the	streets	of	Perth	Amboy.		He	loves	
being	held	and	petted.		He	is	vaccinated,	neutered,	dewormed,	flea	
treated,	&	FIV/FELV	negative.	He	is	fully	vetted	&	needs	a	home	
of	his	own!	Could	it	be	you?	To	adopt:	Email	Vmoralespps@yahoo.
com		Text	1.732.486.6382		Application	&	donation	fee	apply.

Pet of the Week 
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O	 Glorious	 St.	 Therese,	 whom	
Almighty	God	has	 raised	up	 to	
aid and inspire the human fam-
ily.	 I	 implore	 your	 Miraculous	
Intercession.	You	are	so	power-
ful	 in	 obtaining	 every	 need	 of	
body	 and	 spirit	 from	 the	 Heart	
of	 God.	 Holy	 Mother	 Church	
proclaims	you	“Prodigy	of	Mir-
acles	 .	 .	 .	 the	Greatest	 Saint	 of	
Modern	Times.”	Now	I	fervent-
ly	 beseech	 you	 to	 answer	 my	
petition (mention here)	 to	carry	
out	 your	 promises	 of	 spending	
Heaven	doing	good	upon	earth	.	
.	.	of	letting	fall	from	Heaven	a	
Shower	of	Roses.	Little	Flower,	
give	 me	 your	 childlike	 faith,	
to	 see	 the	 Face	 of	 God	 in	 the	
people	 and	 experiences	 of	 my	
life, and to love God with full 
confidence.	 Saint	 Therese,	 my	
Carmelite	 Sister,	 I	 will	 fulfill	
your plea “to be made known 
everywhere”	and	I	will	continue	
to	 lead	 others	 to	 Jesus	 through	
you. Amen.
   “I will let fall from Heaven 
. . . a Shower of Roses” – St. 
Therese
   Say this prayer for nine con-
secutive days. After the ninth 
day your prayer request will 
be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is 
granted. K.M. & C.M.
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Classic Car Parade & Food Drive to
Benefit Community

Press	Release
SOUTH	 AMBOY/SAYRE-
VILLE	 -	 The	 City	 of	 South	
Amboy	&	South	Amboy/Sayre-
ville	Rotary	Club	will	 be	host-
ing	 a	 Classic	 Car	 Parade	 and	
Food	Drive	to	benefit	local	food	
pantries	 at	 St.	 Mary’s	 Roman	
Catholic	Church	and	First	Pres-
byterian	 Church	 in	 South	Am-
boy.	 	Both	churches	have	been	
supporting	 the	 needs	 of	 food	
insecure	 during	 the	 pandemic	
and	 need	 constant	 replenishing	
to	 continue	 to	 serve	 the	 com-
munity.  
   The event will be held on Sun-
day, September 20th, weather 
pending.		The	parade	will	begin	
at	1:00pm	starting	at	 the	South	
Amboy	 High	 School	 parking	
lot.	 	 The	 parade	 will	 continue	
through	 the	 following	 streets:		
John	 T.	 O’Leary	 Boulevard,	
Broadway	 to	 Main	 Street,	 Fel-
tus	Street	crossing	over	Borden-
town	Avenue,	traveling	to	Portia	
Street,	then	South	Pine	Avenue,	
and	travel	to	the	intersection	of	
Pine	 and	 John,	 finishing	 at	 the	
end	of	John	Street.		A	rain	date	
of	Sunday,	September	27th	has	
been	 planned	 for	 the	 Classic	
Car	 Parade	 and	 Food	 Drive	 in	
case	of	inclement	weather.		
			A	map	of	the	parade	route	can	
be	found	on	the	Rotary	of	SASY	
Facebook	page.	 	All	participat-
ing	vehicles	will	 be	numbered,	
and	 photos	 of	 each	 numbered	
car	will	be	posted	on	the	social	
media	page.	Voting	for	best	car	
will	 be	 held	 via	 the	 Facebook	
page	 by	 “liking”	 your	 favorite	
car(s).	 	The	winner	will	be	an-
nounced	on	that	page	following	
the event.    
	 	 	Community	members	are	in-
vited	 to	 listen	 for	 the	 DJ	 float	
coming	down	the	street	and	en-
joy	the	South	Amboy	Police-es-
corted	parade.		Everyone	should	
plan	 to	 follow	 social	 distanc-
ing	guidelines	 if	placing	chairs	
along	the	route.		
	 	 	 The	 South	 Amboy	 High	
School	 InterAct	 Club,	 spon-
sored	 by	 the	Rotary	Club,	will	
be	collecting	food	at	the	end	of	

the	 parade	 with	 a	 goal	 to	 “fill	
the	 float”.	 	 Community	 mem-
bers	along	 the	parade	route	are	
encouraged	 to	 donate	 non-per-
ishable	 goods	 to	 replenish	 the	
local	 food	 pantries	 as	 the	 need	
continues	 to	 rise	 during	 this	
critical	 time.	 	The	most	critical	
non-perishable	 needs	 to	 keep	
the	 pantries	 stocked	 include:	
peanut	 butter,	 canned	 fish	 and	
meats,	 beans,	 and	 other	 high-
protein	goods.		
	 	 	Anthony	Conrad,	South	Am-
boy	 Board	 of	 Education	 Presi-
dent	 and	 Rotary	 Club	 member	
stated, “We are proud of our 
high	 school	 students’	 engage-
ment	in	the	Interact	Club	spon-
sored	by	the	SASY	Rotary	Club	
and	celebrate	their	involvement	
in	service	to	their	community.		I	
encourage	all	families	to	donate	
any	 canned	 goods	 during	 the	
parade	to	support	their	efforts	to	
serve others.”
	 	 	 Those	 with	 classic	 cars	 in-
terested	 in	 participating	 in	 the	
parade	 event	 should	 contact	
SASYRotary@gmail.com	 for	
registration	 information.	 	 The	
streets will be swept prior to the 
event	 to	ensure	clean	 roads	 for	
delicate	 vehicles.	 	 The	 South	
Amboy	 Police	 Department	
will	 escort	 the	 parade	 through	
the	 route.	 	 The	 Rotary	 would	
like	to	extend	special	 thanks	to	
the	 South	 Amboy	 Police	 De-
partment	 and	 Patrolman	 Steve	
Clark	 for	 helping	 to	 plan	 the	
event	route	and	providing	traffic	
control.			
			“Many	local	families	are	still	
unemployed,	 causing	 a	 rise	 in	
food	 insecurity,”	 said	 Mark	
Herdman,	 Office	 of	 Emer-
gency	 Management	 Coordina-
tor.	 	“The	community	of	South	
Amboy has been tremendously 
impacted	 by	 the	 ongoing	 pan-
demic	 and	 the	 need	 for	 non-
perishable	 donations	 is	 greater	
than	 ever.	 	 Over	 12,000	 lbs	 of	
food	 was	 distributed	 through	
the	 month	 of	 July	 and	 we	 ex-
pect	this	need	to	rise	in	the	next	
few	months.		We	are	so	grateful	
for	the	Rotary’s	event	to	ensure	

our	emergency	food	pantries	are	
stocked	as	we	grant	hope	in	the	
midst	of	 this	pandemic.	 	Those	
need	of	any	support	should	con-
tact	 the	 South	 Amboy	 Office	
of	 Emergency	 Management	 at	
saoem@southamboynj.gov	 or	
732.588.5830	for	assistance.”		
	 	 	Mayor	Henry	 supported	 this	
event	 from	the	 time	of	concept	
and	said	“Despite	the	hardships	
our	community	has	faced	during	
these	 difficult	 times,	 our	 com-
munity	 has	 banded	 together	 to	
support those who are in need.  
We are proud to partner with 
the	club	to	raise	our	community	
spirit	 and	 collect	 food	 for	 the	
emergency	 food	 bank	 that	 has	
risen	due	to	the	pandemic.”
			The	Rotary	Club	also	recently	
hosted	a	successful	blood	drive	
honoring	our	local	heroes.		Up-
coming	events	will	be	shared	on	
the	 club’s	 social	 media	 Face-
book	 page,	 called	 Rotary	 Club	
of	 SASY.	 	 Community	 mem-
bers	can	follow	the	club’s	page	
to stay informed of event details 
and be prepared to vote for their 
favorite	classic	car(s)	during	the	
event.
	 	 	The	South	Amboy/Sayreville	
Rotary	 Club	 sponsors	 several	
outreach	 programs	 including	
a	 high	 school	 student	 member	
Interact	 Club,	 Dictionary	 Proj-
ect	 for	all	 third-graders	 in	both	
school	 districts,	Daddy-Daugh-
ter	 Dates,	 Polka	 Dances,	 and	
scholarships	 for	 South	 Amboy	
and	 Sayreville	 college-bound	
students	 with	 a	 focus	 on	 com-
munity	 service.	 	 Sponsors	 are	
needed	 for	 these	 programs	 as	
fundraisers	have	been	cancelled	
due	 to	 the	 pandemic.	 	 Please	
contact	 Rocco	 Cuoco,	 Club	
President	 at	 SASYRotary@
gmail.com	 with	 any	 sponsor-
ship	or	club	membership	inqui-
ries.  

Girls on the Run Expands Out-
reach with Virtual Fall Season

Girls on the Run of Central New Jersey 
(GOTRCNJ) is Offering Virtual and At-Home 

Programming Options for Girls in Third 
Through Eighth Grade for the Fall 2020 Season

Press	Release
CAMDEN/MIDDLESEX/
MONMOUTH/OCEAN/SOM-
ERSET	 COUNTIES	 -	 Virtual,	
online	 practices	 will	 be	 held	
with	 three	 options	 available:	
schools	 where	 their	 girl	 at-
tends	(if	available),		the	county	
of	residence,	or	a	day	and	time	
that	 work	 for	 a	 girl’s	 sched-
ule	within	 the	five	counties	we	
serve:	 Camden,	 Middlesex,	
Monmouth,	 Ocean	 and	 Somer-
set.				We	are	excited	to	be	able	
to	offer	this	last	option	as	partic-
ipants will have the opportunity 
to	 meet	 girls	 from	 other	 areas,	
make	 new	 friends	 and	 connect	
with	girls	outside	of	their	school	
and	local	community!
			The	virtual	fall	programming	
will be delivered by trained 
coaches	with	lessons	that	mirror	
the	 in-person	Girls	 on	 the	Run	
program.	 The	 programming	
will	 include	 physical	 activity	
and	 social-emotional	 learning,	
providing	 girls	 with	 an	 oppor-
tunity	 to	 still	 build	 meaningful	
connections	with	their	peers	and	

caring	adult	role	models.
	 	 	 	 “Our	 staff	 and	 coaches	 are	
ready	 to	 bring	 critical	 social-
emotional	programming	to	Cen-
tral	NJ	girls	at	a	time	when	they	
need	 it	 the	 most,”	 said	 Donna	
York,	 GOTRCNJ	 Executive	
Director.	 “We	 have	 adapted	 to	
100%	virtual	programming	this	
fall	 based	 on	 the	 decisions	 of	
local	 governments	 and	 school	
districts.	 Our	 virtual	 program	
options will make it possible for 
girls	to	stay	active	and	connect-
ed	despite	the	pandemic.”				
			The	program	fee	is	$125	and	
includes	 16	 virtual	 lessons	 led	
by	GOTR	trained	coaches,	jour-
nal,	program,	T-shirt,	5K	medal	
and	end-of-season	certificate	all	
shipped to their homes. Teams 
are	limited	to	12	girls,	so	those	
interested	 are	 encouraged	 to	
register	 soon!	 For	 registration	
go	to	www.gotrcnj.org.	
			For	additional	information	on	
the	virtual	fall	program	contact	
Executive	Director,	Donna	York	
at	 donna.york@girlsontherun.
org	or	908.642.4321.

MIDDLESEX	 COUNTY	 –	 County	 offering	 over	 4,500	 Courses	
Through	Free	Online	Learning	Platform.	Enhance	skills	and	obtain	
industry	recognized	credentials	by	taking	online	courses	developed	
by	Skillsoft,	 a	 training	provider	 used	 by	Fortune-500	 companies.	
Transportation/Logistics,	Business	Etiquette,	QuickBooks,	Project	
Management/Microsoft	 Office,	 Adobe,	 Accounting,	 Human	 Re-
sources,	 Six	 Sigma,	 Informational	 Technology,	 Sales/Marketing,	
Custom	Service,	+	100’s	More!
			Explore	Career	Pathways,	Browse	the	Catalog,	Find	a	Job!	Bonus:	
Visit	the	Industry	Certification	page	to	choose	from	130+	Certifica-
tions	(Exam	Fee	May	Apply)
			Register	Today	at	www.middlesexcountynj.gov	
•	Free	of	Charge
•	Manage	your	own	online	training
•	Flexible,	self-paced	learning	of	essential	workplace	skills
•	Courses	to	train	for	industry-recognized	certifications
•	Pass	courses	with	80%	or	higher	to	earn	a	completion	certification
•	Download	and	print	your	completion	certificates
•	Certifications	for	your	resume	that	provide	new	interview	talking	
points
•	Professional	development

SkillUp Middlesex

Ads Sell! Call Carolyn! 732-896-4446

Sayreville Wills & Power of Attorney Seminar
SAYREVILLE	–	There	will	be	a	Wills	&	Power	of	Attorney	Seminar	at	the	Sayreville	Public	Li-
brary	via	zoom	on	Thursday	October	20	@	6:00	p.m.	Open	to	the	public.	You	do	not	need	to	be	a	
resident. 
Speaker:	 Kenneth	Vercammen,	 Esq.	 Edison,	 (Author-	ABA’s	 “Wills	 and	 Estate	Administration	
book”)
Main Topics:
	 1.	NJ	Estate	Tax	eliminated
 2. Wills and problems if no Will
	 3.	Power	of	Attorneys	recommendations
	 4.	Living	Will	&	Advance	Directive
	 5.	Administering	the	Estate/Probate	/Surrogate
	 6.	Avoiding	unnecessary	expenses	and	saving	your	family	money
Wills & Estate Administration-Protect Your Family and Make Planning	-	This	event	is	free	&	
open	 to	 the	public.	Registration	at	 sayrevillelibrary.org	or	732.727.0212	 is	 suggested.	Sayreville	
Public	Library		
Complimentary Material:	Brochures	on	Wills,	“Answers	 to	Questions	about	Probate”	and	Ad-
ministration	of	an	Estate,	Power	of	Attorney,	Living	Wills,	Real	Estate	Sales	for	Seniors,	and	Trusts.
https://www.facebook.com/events/950851175326327/
Can’t attend?	We	can	email	you	materials.	Send	email	to	VercammenLaw@Njlaws.com

Votes for Women: A Portrait of Persistence
Exhibition at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library

SOUTH	AMBOY	–	Celebrate	the	centennial	of	women’s	suffrage	with	commemorative	posters	on	
exhibition	at	the	Sadie	Pope	Dowdell	Library.	Organized	by	the	Smithsonian	Institution	Traveling	
Exhibition	Service	in	collaboration	with	the	National	Portrait	Gallery.	The	project	received	sup-
port	from	the	Smithsonian	American	Women’s	History	Initiative.	sites.si.edu	For	more	informa-
tion	including	library	hours,	call	732-721–6060	or	go	to	www.dowdell.org.	The	Dowdell	Library	
is	located	at	100	Harold	G.	Hoffman	Plaza	adjacent	to	South	Amboy	Middle	High	School.
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MOVIE REVIEW: BILL & TED FACE THE MUSIC

By:	Anton	Massopust	III
“How	 are	 you	 guys	 doing?	
Well,	we're	 dead	but	 otherwise	
not bad.”
		Yes,	it's	been	many	years	since	
we've	seen	those	wild	stallions,	
but	now	they're	back	again,	but	
the	 song	 that	 got	 them	 there	
was supposed to unite the world 
and	 help	 everyone.	 The	 song	
seems to have eluded them, 
and	of	course.	even	their	father	
doesn't	 believe	 that	 they	 trav-
eled	 through	 time.	Rufus's	 (the	
late	George	Carlin)	daughter	of	
the	 original	 time	 traveler	 finds	
Bill	(Alex	Winter)	and	Ted	(Ke-
anu	Reeves)	and	brings	them	to	
the	future	to	face	the	Council	of	
the	Great	Ones.	If	Bill	and	Ted	
don't	come	up	with	the	song	af-
ter	a	certain	 time,	all	of	 reality	
will undo itself and time and 
space	 will	 collapse,	 ceasing	 to	
exist.
	 	 	 The	 Council	 gives	 Bill	 and	
Ted	 everything	 they	 need,	 but	
creating	 the	 song	 proves	 more	
difficult	 than	they	imagined,	so	
they	 both	 decide	 that	 the	 only	
way	they	can	find	the	song	us	to	
steal it from themselves in the 
future. They meet alternate real-
ities versions of themselves and 
their	life	seems	to	get	worse	and	
worse. The better story is about 
their	 daughters,	 who	 put	 a	 su-
perband	together.	The	daughters	
go	thru	time	and	space	looking	
for	 the	 greatest	 musicians	 ever	
which	 include	 musicians	 Jimi	
Hendrix,	 Louis	 Armstrong,	
Ling	Lun,	and	Mozart	who	join	
their band. 
   A killer robot sent from the fu-
ture destroys the band and sends 
them	to	hell.	Now,	Bill	and	Ted	
must	rescue	their	daughters	and	

the	 band	 and	 convince	 Death	
(William	Sandler)	to	bring	them	
back	to	the	land	of	the	living.
    A lot this movie is very stu-
pid	silly	and	doesn't	really	make	
much	 sense,	 but	 the	 music	 is	
pretty	 good,	 and	 I	 wish	 they	
would	 have	 concentrated	 more	
on	the	daughters	who	were	fun-
ny.	 The	 historical	 figures	 were	
great	 and	 they	 do	 not	 make	
fun	 of	 them	 which	 is	 nice	 and	
it	was	nice	to	see	them	all	play	
together	 as	 a	 band.	 The	 same	
actor	 who	 played	 death	 in	 Bill	
and	 Ted's	 Bogus	 Journey	 re-
prised	his	role	in	this	film.	Alex	

Winter	 and	 Keanu	 Reeves	 fall	
right	 back	 into	 their	 characters	
as	 though	 no	 time	 has	 passed.	
They	find	out	more	about	them-
selves	as	time	goes	on.	
			Is	it	worth	is	it	worth	watch-
ing?	Yes,	if	you	just	want	a	silly	
fun time and a little bit of nos-
talgia.	If	you	remember	the	oth-
er	to	Bill	and	Ted	movies,	you’ll	
love	 this.	 It	 was	 a	 fun	 film	 to	
watch.	With	all	 the	 turmoil	go-
ing	 on	 in	 the	 world,	 I	 wish	 it	
was	 so	 simple	 that	 song	would	
unite	 us.	 Bill	 and	 Ted	 please	
save	us!

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 

Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or 

on Amazon.com.  A Great Gift! Get it now along with Then 

& Now: Perth Amboy!

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653

1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959

Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    

Photos by the Bay
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots

Photo Restoration/Digitization/Graphic Design

All your Photography 
Needs Under One Roof

732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!
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Help Wanted: 
Cleanup

Solar	 Pool	 Cover	 Roller	 -	
Easy	 to	 use	 16	 x	 32	 -	 $75	
-	732-236-4479

Lighted	 Three	 Piece	 Wall	
Unit	Plenty	Storage	-	Excel-
lent	$75	-	732-238-8439

Umbrella	 -	 Patio,	 needs	
cord	 and	 iron	 stand.	 $30	 -	
732-283-0975

Dyson	 Vacuum	 Cleaner	
Mint	 Condition	 $45	 -	 732-
290-1551

GPS	Tom	Tom	-	3	pcs	Ste-
reo	System	 -	Dog	Bed	$65	
ea.	732-293-0151

1	 Large	 Christmas	 Tree	
$25;	 1	 Small	 $15;	 Lounge	
Chair	$15	-	732-297-4457

Older	New	Toy	Trucks	Su-
noco,	 Exxon,	 Mobil	 Hess	
$20	 Each	 or	 B.O.	 	 -	 732-
316-5092

Pancake	Air	 Compressor	 3	
Gal	100	PSI	$30	-	732-395-
1551	-	10	a.m.	-	3	p.m.

6x8	Railroad	Tie	$20	-	732-
396-9537	-	leave	a	message	

Advertising	 Fence	 Enclo-
sure	 -	 Heavy	 Duty	 10	 ft.	
$25	-	732-442-1093

Car	Battery	75	Series	under	
1	year	old.	$50	-	732-442-
6057

Sayreville	Bombers	14	KT		
Charm	 -	 $75	 in	 Box;	 can	
add	Specialty	Sport	Charm,	
etc.	-	732-525-2405

Movano	 Watch	 SS	 Mu-
seum	Style	Mint	Condition	
$75	Firm.	732-540-5351

3/4	 Size	 Acoustic	 Guitar.	
Good	 for	 young	 child	 -	
$50.	732-541-5491

Brand	New	Electric	Heater	
Radiator.	 Was	 $65	 Now	
$20	New	Never	Used.	732-
547-7406

Solid	 Oak	 Coffee	 Table	
$75;	 Oak	 End	 Table	 $50	
732-570-9732

Bedroom	 set	 -	 twin	 bed,	
dresser	 with	 mirror,	 chest,	
mattress	and	spring.
$75		732-618-6985

Safe	Combination	21"	High	
13	1/2"	wide	on	wheels	$75	
732-634-1851

Gold	 Carnival	 Glass	 Col-
lector	 Plate	 (5th	 Day	 of		
Christmas)	 $25	 732-673-
6305

Portable	Sears	Sewing	Ma-
chine	 -	 Used	 Twice	 $25;	
Epson	Printer	with	new	ink	
(never	 used)	 -	 $40	 –	 732-
679-0086
Custom	 Jewelry	 $5-$10;	
Sled	 $25;	Sports	Memora-
bilia	 $10;	 Dream	 Catcher		
Cane	$15	-	732-713-0536

New	 never	 used	 Mirror	
27"/41"	Brown	Frame	was	
$120	-	Now	$75	-	732-721-
7186

For Sale

Tires	 -	 Firestone	 M&S	
LT275170R	 18	 Two	 $10	
Each	732-727-1772

Lawn	Mower	-	Sears	-	Self	
Propelled	 Mulcher	 -	 no	
bag	 6.75	 HP	 -	 $45	 732-
727-5056

Lionel	 Electric	 Train	
Transformer	 KW	 190	
Watts.	 Excellent	 Condi-
tion	$65	-	732-727-8417

Daybed	 with	 pullout	
sleeps	two.		Excellent	con-
dition.	 -	 $75	 -	 732-738-
4283

Powerlift	 for	 motorcycle	
$75	-	must	pick	up.	Please	
call	732-738-7074

Dining	 Hutch	 -	 Wood	 -	
Good	Condition	$50	-	Self	
Pick-up	732-826-6324

Free	Firewood.	Must	pick	
up	 and	 cart	 away.	 732-
826-8024

LP's	 Cassettes,	 CD's	
DVD's	$1.00	each;	Radio,	
CD	$20	-	732-887-2235

Girl's	 Bicycle	 24"	 Pano-
sonic	 LX	 Sport	 Twelve	
Speed.	Light	Blue.	$75	or	
B.O.	908-501-3993

Sissy	Bar	and	Pad	for	Har-
ley	Sportster	-	Great	Con-
dition	$65	-	908-590-8885

Power	 Lift	 $75.	 Wing	
Chairs,	 Sofa,	 End	 Tables,	
Lamps,	 Microwave	 $10-
$50	-	908-803-9623

Children's	 Sports	 Lamp	
w/shade.	Really	cute,	BB,	
FB,	Etc.	Large	$20	-	917-
670-4908

Tell Our AdvertisersTell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and

telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,

P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name	______________________

Address	____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials	at	end	of	prayer_________

Please	circle	one	prayer,	and	return	
form	with	check	or	money	order	to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear	 St.	 Joseph,	 head	 of	 the	
most	 perfect	 household,	 foster	
father	 of	 Jesus	 and	 guardian	
of	 His	 mother	 Mary,	 I	 confi-
dently	place	myself	and	all	my	
concerns	 under	 your	 care	 and	
protection.	 I	 ask	 that,	 through	
your	 powerful	 intercession	
with God, you obtain for me all 

the	help	and	graces	that	I	need	
for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare	 and	 in	 particular,	 the	
special	 favor	 I	 now	 ask	 there	
mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-
pecially	 family	 needs.	 Good	
St.	 Joseph,	 I	 know	 with	 confi-
dence,	that	your	prayers	on	my	
behalf will be heard by God 

and	 that	 He	 will	 grant	 my	 re-
quest,	if	it	be	for	His	glory	and	
my	greater	good.	Thank	you	St.	
Joseph,	for	having	responded	to	
my	call.	 	Amen.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  G.T.A.

May	 the	 sacred	 Heart	 of	
Jesus	 be	 adored,	 glori-
fied,	 loved	 and	 preserved	
throughout	 the	 world,	 now	
and	 forever.	 Sacred	 Heart	
of	 Jesus,	 have	mercy	on	us.	
St.	Jude,	worker	of	Miracles,	
pray	 for	us.	St.	 Jude,	helper	
of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer	To	St.	Clare

Prayer	To	Blessed	Mother

Prayer	To	Blessed	Virgin

St.	Jude	Novena

For	Employment

Prayer	To	Holy	Spirit

Thanksgiving	Novena

Pray	The	Rosary

Prayer	To	St.	Jude

Novena	To	St.	Anthony

Novena	To	St.	Joseph

OTHER	___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 

Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.

   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 

Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 

one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published

Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn! 

732-896-4446

Port	 Reading	 Bakery	 -	
Competitive	 Wages	 -	 Op-
portunity to learn trade. 

Call	908-334-8424
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use	this	space	for	10	words	or	less	to	sell	your	small	house-
hold	 items	 that	 are	 too	 inexpensive	 to	 advertise.	 The	Am-
boy	 Guardian	 will	 print	 your	 classified	 and	 help	 you	 sell	
those	 items.	 	Merchandise	must	be	used	and	not	new	items	
for	 sale	 items.	 	 Please	 send	 one	 ad	 per	 family	 per	 week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send	to:	The	Amboy	Guardian,	P.O.	Box	127,	Perth	Amboy,	NJ	08862

Your Ad Here Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can Go Here for 

$20 
a week

5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Import/Export

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here



22. The Amboy Guardian *September 16, 2020

We Remember 9-11-01 - Perth Amboy - South Amboy 

*Photos by Paul W. Wang, Ray Kawka Jr.

Grand Opening of Good Health Pharmacy, 653 New Brunswick Avenue, Perth Amboy 9/3/20
*Photos by Paul W. Wang
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Girl Scout Cleanup, Washington Park,

Perth Amboy 9/4/20
*Photos submitted by Dianne Roman

PERTH	AMBOY	-	This	past	Friday	(9/4/20),	PA	Girl	Scouts	Troop	
80714,	continued	their	community	service	efforts	by	cleaning	gar-
bage	at	Washington	Park!	

Clock Tower Repairs Begin at the

Simpson Methodist Church, Perth Amboy
*Photos by John K. Dyke, City Historian

Restoration	 of	 Perth	Amboy's	 Historic	 Town	 Clock	 begins!	 This	
unique	timepiece	dates	back	to	1869.
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PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

PERTH AMBOY - Very	large	single	family	for	over	50	
years has been used as two family. 1st level features liv-
ing	room,	dining	room	nice	kitchen,	bath	and	2	bedrooms	
2nd	floor	features	3	bedrooms,	bath	living	room/kitchen	
combo.	great	condition	a	must	see.	Showings	begin	Sep-
tember	12	at	1PM. $399,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great	two-family	house	well-kept	in	
the	family	for	many	years.	Separated	utilities,	large	apart-
ments,	great	investment,	great	location	close	to	shopping	
and	most	public	transportation.	$425,000

PERTH AMBOY - This	 cozy	 single-family	great	 loca-
tion with many possibilities needs work but it is full of 
potential.	Buyer	is	responsible	for	C/O,	Termite	certifica-
tion	and	all	 repairs.	preferable	CASH	or	203K.	Hurry	 it	
will	not	last!!!!!!!!!!!! $175,900

PERTH AMBOY - Large	 single-family	 house	 in	 the	
heart	of	Perth	Amboy	only	1/2	block	from	train	station,	
close	 to	 most	 public	 transportation	 and	 major	 high-
ways,	one	block	from	business	district.	great	condition.	
$289,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great potential needs some work 
large	apartments	is	being	sold	in	AS	IS	condition	buyer	is	
responsible	for	all	repairs	and	C/O. $365,000

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

 PERTH AMBOY - Back	on	Market!	Buyer	couldn't	get	
loan.	Welcome	 to	 this	 large	 3	 level	Townhouse,	 with	 3	
bedrooms,	3	 full	baths,	 family/office	 room,	Master	bed-
room has a full master bath with double sink, tub, and 
shower	stall.	This	unit	also	has	a	private	front	Paver	Patio	
yard	before	you	enter	the	Townhouse.	Two	parking	spots	
in	covered	garage/parking	deck	included.	Seller	just	got	a	
reduction	in	property	taxes	via	tax	appeal! $259,000

PERTH AMBOY - Stunning	new	construction	home	plan	
featuring	2,200	square	feet,	3	bedrooms,	3	bathrooms,	2	
car	 garage,	 open	 concept	 with	 dining	 and	 living	 room.	
Great	landscaping	in	front.	Relax	with	all	the	benefits	of	a	
new	construction.	Close	to	the	Outerbridge	Staten	Island,	
440.	Showing	on	08/28/2020.	$415,000

OLD BRIDGE - Enjoy	 peace	 of	 mind	 in	 this	 stun-
ning	4	bedrooms	2.5	baths.	 lots	of	 storage	3	car	garage	
9'x8'doors,	beautiful	Salt	water	 in-ground	pool.	parklike	
yard,	tiki	bar,	 large	finished	basement.	florida	room,	fire	
place,	beautiful	kitchen	with	many	upgrades	and	granite	
counter	tops,	2	zoned	A/C	units,6	zone	baseboard	Heating	
unit,	14	kilowatts	generator,	multiple	 sheds,	 close	 to	all	
majors	highways	Rt9,	Rt34&35	and	Parkway	a	must	see	
too	much	to	mention.	$649,000

PERTH AMBOY - WOW,	WHAT	A	CASH	COW!!!	4	
family,	 boasting	 2-2	 bedrooms	 &	 2-1	 bedrooms.	 Units	
are	well	maintained.	4	of	everything,	down	to	the	water	
meters.	Tenants	pay	all	utilities.	Showing	start	Saturday	
9/5/2020. $599,900

Nancy Soto

Realtor/Agent

Congratulations to 

Nancy Soto

for being the 

#1 Agent for the 

Month of August


