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PERTH AMBOY - Good eve-
ning, Perth Amboy family, 
friends, and loved ones.
   Thank you for joining us for 
the 2022 State of the City Ad-
dress in person at Perth Amboy 
High School and streaming live. 
Thank you to Dr. David Roman, 
Principal Heidelberg, and the 
Board of Education for allow-
ing us to host this special event 
at my beloved high school alma 
mater. I am incredibly thankful 
to be the Mayor of this beautiful 
city we all love. I am pleased to 
have our elected officials from 
the state, county, and local lev-
els joining us this evening.
   Thank you, Assembly Speaker 
Craig Coughlin, for the gener-
osity of your time and thought-
ful introduction. Your unyield-
ing dedication to our city and 

state is unmatched and we are 
thankful to have you cham-
pion for us. Thank you to our 
city council members for keep-
ing the lines of communication 
open with my administration in 
the best interest of our residents. 
I also express my appreciation 
to all our city employees. Please 
stand from your seat to be rec-
ognized.
   The outstanding work each of 
you perform every day in meet-
ing the needs of our residents 
enhances their quality of life 
and represents what building 
a connected community is all 
about. You deserve a rewarding 
applause.
   And lastly, to our city resi-
dents. You are the fabric of 
Perth Amboy and contribute 
significantly to the progress and 

advancement of our beautiful 
City. You are appreciated. It is 
also important to take the time 
this evening to remember those 
we’ve lost in the last year.
   There is a scripture reading 
whose words have offered com-
fort to those who have mourned 
a loss of a loved one and have 
also brought joy to those expe-
riencing life’s miracles. These 
words have truly stood the test 
of time. The scripture begins 
with, “For everything there is a 
season, a time for every activity 
under heaven,” I ask for a mo-
ment of silence as we remember 
all our loved ones. Thank you.
 
   When I stepped into office, 
the city’s financial conditions, 
budget deficit, and the public 
health emergency of COVID-19 

were alarming, as they threat-
ened our city finances and ser-
vices to our residents. We have 
emerged stronger than ever. 
And today, we are beginning 
to transform our city together 
and build a Perth Amboy, where 
everyone can thrive. In the last 
year, we adapted and learned 
our strengths. We saw small 
businesses innovate to survive 
and our neighbors stepped up 
to support each other. I take this 
moment to thank
• Governor Phil Murphy
• Our legislators from District 
19 - Assembly Speaker Craig 
Coughlin, Senator Joe Vitale, 
and Assemblywoman Yvonne 
Lopez
•Our esteemed Middlesex 
County Commissioners
•County Administrator and staff 

for their unyielding commit-
ment to our city.
   Our future is being shaped in 
new ways, full of new possibili-
ties because of our partnerships, 
thank you! Everything my ad-
ministration has done to date 
has been with a determined ef-
fort to be fiscally lean without 
compromising any services to 
our residents.
Our focus is and continues to be 
on
•Economic growth
•Public safety
•and Building Community
In 2021, despite the challenges, 
we surprised our community 
and shocked the naysayers by 
not raising taxes. And this year, 
our administration proposed a 
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Traffic Ordinances, Lunch & Learn,
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Topics of Discussion

3/16/22 Council Meeting
By: Katherine Massopust
SOUTH AMBOY – At the start 
of the council meeting, there 
was a moment of silence for 
Ukraine and for thanks to Po-
land for their kindness. 
   There was a brief discussion 
regarding Ordinance 10-36 – 
Traffic Ordinance. Councilman 
Tom Reilly gave his analysis of 
the outdated ordinance. “This 
ordinance is over 40 years old. 
It needs a lot of work. We start-
ed by addressing handicapped 
parking spaces in town. Back in 
1980 Ricky Schultz was Coun-
cil President and Tom Kross 
was Mayor.” Reilly cited con-
tent in the ordinance that was 
outdated. “We really should 
revamp the entire ordinance.” 
Reilly stated that the ordinance 
is 40 pages long. It was recom-
mended by the Business Ad-
ministrator Glenn Skarzynski 
and the council that Traffic Of-
ficer Sgt. Clark and the Police 
Chief Darren Lavigne along 
with Council President Gross 
and Councilman Reilly would 
go over the ordinance and make 
any necessary changes.
   The second discussion was 
about the Sayreville Associa-
tion for Brain Injured Children 
Charity Ball. City Clerk Debo-
rah Brooks said that the city al-
ready paid for the ad which was 
cancelled in 2020 due to the 
pandemic.  The event now has 
a new date, and the ad was re-
vised. Brooks advised the coun-
cil that anyone who wishes to 
purchase tickets may do so and 
there is a form to fill out.”
  Council President Gross stated 
that the council has bought tick-
ets before and the new date is in 
April at the Grand Marquis.
   The consent agenda was 
passed along with the minutes 
and bill list. There was some 
discussion on Resolution No. 
22-087 – Resolution request-
ing approval for authorizing 
an emergency temporary ap-
propriation in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20. B.A. Glenn 
Skarzynski stated that the city 
is still operating on a temporary 
budget and needed some more 
money to operate until the 2020 
budget was approved.
   Resolution 22-091 – Resolu-
tion of the City of South Am-
boy, County of Middlesex State 
of New Jersey, accepting the 
certification of the Director of 
Public Works concerning costs 
incurred in the boarding up of 
the property located at 139 S. 
Rosewell St., Block 161.02, Lot 
22, and authorizing the place-
ment of a lien against said prop-
erty for said costs.
   B.A. Skarzynski stated that 
this resolution was to collect 
costs for cleanup for a house 
next to playground. The house 
was cleaned up by the city and 
now a lien is against the sale of 
the property.
Council Comments:
   Councilman Tom Reilly said, 
“I want to thank the food pantry 
and first responders.” He com-
mented about flyers which are 
distributed in the street and are 
blowing around, accumulating, 
and making a mess.
   Law Director Francis Wom-
ack said, “We can limit it, but 
not eliminate the right…”
   Councilwoman Zusette Dato 

said, “They are a nuisance. It is 
littering. There is a number to 
call to remove them.”
  Womack added, “They must 
be placed in a place that the 
wind does not blow them.”
   Councilman Tom Reilly said, 
“I encourage anyone who sees 
them blowing around to report 
it to Code Enforcement.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross commented that one once 
blew in his snowblower.
   Councilman Reilly contin-
ued, “Car repairs on the street 
– There are popup car repairs 
opening up already.”
   Law Director Womack said, 
“You can’t repair a vehicle on 
the street.”
   Reilly then spoke about up-
coming Government Week 
from April 3rd to April 9th. “The 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
First Aid Squad need new mem-
bers. We could ask the Police 
Chief and Fire Chief to come 
and speak.” Reilly then stated, 
“I hope everyone comes out 
for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
(March 20, 2022).”
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin thanked the emergency ser-
vices – both professional and 
volunteer. “Covid numbers are 
down. I’m glad to see some nor-
malcy come back. The Parade 
is Sunday. Keep the families in 
Ukraine in your prayers.”
   Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
said, “There are a lot of pro-
grams at the Senior Center: 
Lunch and Learn is at 12 noon. 
An attorney spoke at the last 
one. She was very good and 
thorough. I thought it was ex-
ceptional. They have really 
good programs. We are all there 
for Ukraine. They (Russia) 
bombed a building that is a ma-
ternity hospital with children in 
it. Keep Ukraine in our thoughts 
and prayers.” Dato then ap-
plauded the Parade Committee 
for all the hard work they did to 
make the St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade possible. 
   Council President Mickey 
Gross said, “There cannot be 
a parade without Mark Herd-
man. The South Amboy Fire 

Department will be leading the 
parade. On Saturday (March 
19th), there will be a mass at 9 
a.m. We will not play an Irish 
hymn (as done traditionally) 
when they walk in. We will play 
the Ukrainian National Anthem. 
At 10 a.m. there will be a flag 
raising and at 11 a.m. there will 
be breakfast at the Hibernians. 
At 7 p.m. there will be an Irish 
Concert. My wife heads that up. 
On Sunday, at 2 p.m. the Parade 
starts.” Gross then spoke about 
the upcoming plastic bag ban. 
“It is the first week in May. It 
applies to stores 25,000 square 
feet or larger. We will know a 
lot more in the next few weeks. 
Start looking for your (reus-
able) bags. You will need them. 
It is a statewide ban. It will take 
awhile to get used to.” Gross 
then noted, “On July 2, 2022, 
there will be the fireworks. The 
fireworks are paid for by spon-
sors. On October 1, 2022, will 
be the Irish Festival. There will 
be fireworks there, too.” Gross 
then inquired about the new 
First Aid Vehicle.
   B.A. Skarzynski stated that 
the First Aid Squad did not pick 
one out yet.
   Mayor Fred Henry said, “I 
wish everyone will enjoy the 
parade. Congratulations to all 
the honorees. Lunch and Learn 
is a new program for seniors. 
My condolences to Camille 
Tooker (former South Amboy 
Business Administrator), whose 
mother-in-law recently passed 
away. Our hearts go out to 
Ukraine. On our website, there 
are eight different options to 
help those people. They are in 
dire need of everything.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski said, 
“Please be respectful of any Po-
lice Officer and what they ask 
you to do at the parade. A lot of 
work goes into the parade.”
   Gross then added, “This will 
be a multicultural event – a lit-
tle bit of everything – Chinese, 
Polish, etc.”
No one spoke at the public por-
tion. Council Vice President 
Christine Noble was not present 
at the meeting.
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South Amboy Elks Donation to PRAHD
*Photo Submitted

Press Release

SOUTH AMBOY - South Amboy Elks Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks # 784 has selected the Puerto Rican Associa-

tion for Human Development (PRAHD) to be recipients from 

our Elks National Foundation Awards Committee, for their com-

mitment to their community service in Perth Amboy, by provid-

ing a food pantry that gives hope to the less fortune in need. It is 

with great pride that our Lodge has chosen PRAHD to receive a 

Grant in the amount of Two Thousand Dollars along with In a 

Certificate of Excellence for their commitment to the communi-
ty: Photo (L to R): Elks National Foundation Chairman Valentine 

Tarr, PRAHD Executive Director/CEO Kim V. Ruiz, Frank Gle-

non Past District Deputy, Past Exalted Ruler.

Statement of Kilolo Kijakazi, 
Acting Commissioner: Social Security

Administration to Resume In-Person Services at
Local Social Security Offices

Online Services and Telephone Remain
Most Convenient Ways to Contact Agency

Press Release
NEW JERSEY - “I am pleased 
to announce that local Social 
Security offices will restore in-
person services, including for 
people without an appointment, 
on April 7, 2022.
   To avoid waiting in line, I 
strongly encourage people, who 
can, to use our online services at 
www.socialsecurity.gov, call us, 
and schedule appointments in 
advance rather than walking in 
without an appointment.  Phone 
appointments can save you a 
trip to a busy office.  I thank the 
public for your patience as we 
work to increase service.
   Customers who walk in with-
out appointments may encoun-
ter delays and longer waits at 
our offices.  Be aware that our 
offices tend to be the busiest 
first thing in the morning, early 
in the week, and during the ear-
ly part of the month, so people 
may want to plan to visit at oth-
er times.
   Given that many of the people 
we serve have health vulnera-
bilities, and consistent with our 
union agreements, we are con-
tinuing to require certain safety 
measures including masking, 
physical distancing, and self-
health checks for COVID-19 
symptoms.  We will provide 
masks to the public and em-
ployees if they need them.  
Thoughtful planning and prepa-
ration have shaped our process 
to restore in-person services.  
Social Security employees are 
dedicated to serving the public, 

and we are ready to welcome 
the public back to our offices.  
Our local managers understand 
and can address the needs of 
their communities.  We have 
also implemented office-to-of-
fice support as well as brought 
recently retired employees back 
to assist the public.  We thank 
the many interested stakehold-
ers including the Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
Administration for Community 
Living and national advocate 
organizations for your help.
   Throughout the pandemic, 
millions of people have used 
our secure and convenient on-
line services and received help 
by phone.  People who have ac-
cess to the internet should first 
try our online services before 
calling us or visiting an office.
   As we transition to a new mod-
ern phone system, some people 
may experience a busy signal or 
be unintentionally disconnected 
from their call.  We sincerely re-
gret this disruption and recom-
mend people call when our Na-
tional 800 Number may be less 
busy, such as before 10 a.m. or 
after 4 p.m. local time or later in 
the week.  Like our offices, our 
waits are generally shorter later 
in the month.
   To learn more, please visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/coro-
navirus/gethelp/ and www.
socialsecurity.gov/onlineser-
vices/.”
Additional Information
   Most Social Security services 
are available to the public on-

line at www.socialsecurity.gov 
and with a my Social Security 
account, or by telephone.  And 
most Social Security services 
do not require the public to take 
time to visit an office. People 
may create their my Social Se-
curity account, a personalized 
online service, at www.socialse-
curity.gov/myaccount.
   People who set up their my 
Social Security account have 
access to additional personal-
ized services.  They can request 
a replacement Social Security 
card online if they meet certain 
requirements.  If they already 
receive Social Security ben-
efits, they can start or change 
direct deposit online, request 
a replacement SSA-1099, and 
if they need proof of their ben-
efits, they can print or download 
a current Benefit Verification 
Letter from their account.
   People not yet receiving bene-
fits can use their online account 
to get a personalized Social 
Security Statement, which pro-
vides their earnings informa-
tion as well as estimates of their 
future benefits.  The portal also 
includes a retirement calculator 
and links to information about 
other online services, such as 
applications for retirement, dis-
ability, and Medicare benefits.
   Many Social Security services 
are also conveniently available 
by dialing toll-free, 1 800 772 
1213.  People who are deaf or 
hard of hearing may call Social 
Security’s TTY number, 1 800 
325 0778.

Fire at 161 First St., Perth Amboy 4/3/22
*Photos Courtesy of PAFD Facebook

From PAFD Facebook

PERTH AMBOY – On 4/3/22 at 2307 hours, the PAFD was dis-

patched to 161 First Street for a reported fire. Upon arrival, 
heavy fire conditions were found from the front of 159 & 161 
First Street and a second alarm was transmitted. Crews immedi-

ately began searches and fire attack with two hoselines. The fire 
was quickly contained as all occupants were accounted for. Ex-

tensive overhaul was needed to fully extinguish the fire. One 
resident was treated and transported to the Medical Center with 

minor burns. In total there were ten residents displaced from the 

two houses. The cause of the fire is under investigation by the 
PAFD. City units on scene were E-1, E-2, E-3, T-2, T-3, R-1, 

C-1, C-2, C-4, C-5 & C-9. Mutual aid on scene was Hopelawn 
Rescue 8, Keasbey Truck 4-2-4 & Sayreville Engine 3. E-4 cov-

ered the City during the incident.
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THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Pray for World Peace and 
Healing of All Nations

The Things We 
Really Need

   Does it ever occur to anyone 
that not everybody can afford a 
car or a cellphone or a computer, 
especially those on a fixed in-
come? Yet society today almost 
demands that we get at least 
the latter two of these devices! 
Meanwhile we have thousands 
of younger folks who cannot do 

simple math without a tech gad-
get or speak proper English if 
their lives depended upon it. It 
seems to me we shouldn’t even 
have history teachers or geogra-
phy teachers or a whole bunch 
of other educators when one 
can simply punch a key here 
and there and find the solution 
to a myriad of questions. Imag-
ine the taxes we wouldn’t have 
to pay! Perhaps when we older 

folks could afford a computer 
or a fancy cell phone and pay 
for their monthly service fees. 
Perhaps then we could afford 
to pay for groceries. . . and the 
things we really need!

Thank you,
The Honorable
Michael Rusznak. 

Rich Man’s War
Poor Man’s 

Grave
   As we all know already what's 
going on in the Ukraine “WAR” 
and those talking heads are stall-
ing on the peace talks. I guess 

they want this war to go on. At 
the same time here in America, 
inflation keeps going up with 
no end in sight, and Mr. Biden 
is blaming the war in Ukraine 
is the cause of it. What an ex-
cuse! Inflation has been going 
on before the war in Ukraine, 
and it is just so odd when Biden 

got in, those in power caused 
more problems with this infla-
tion. Wall Street is making bil-
lions on this price gouging and 
what's in your wallet?  Yes, 
“Rich Man’s War - Poor Man’s 
Grave.”

Orlando “Wildman” Perez 

   Sometimes all you can do is pray. Pray for yourself, your fam-
ily, your town, your country, the world and may peace reign. 
We pray that the innocence of our children is never robbed from 
them. Let children be children. Remember the words from the 
classic musical “South Pacific”: You have to be taught how to 
hate. Remember the song “The Greatest Love of All,” written 
by Linda Creed and Michael Masser made famous by Whitney 
Houston. 
 I believe the children are our future,
 Teach them well and let them lead the way.
Show them all the beauty they possess inside.
Give them a sense of pride to make it easier.
Let the children’s laughter remind us how we used to be.
Learning to love yourself is the greatest love of all.
C.M. & K.M.

Where is the
Accountability?

  I have watched in amazement 
and shock the recent events that 
have come to light in the town 
of Clark, New Jersey where 
Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, Police 
Chief Mato’s and Sergeant Tes-
ton (Head of Internal Affairs) 
were caught on various audio 
tapes secretly recorded by an-
other high-ranking officer mak-
ing incredibly inappropriate and 
racist remarks.  
   Words like “spook”, “shine” 
and of course the “N” word 
were used without fear and of-
ten said in a laughing carefree 
manner. As bad as that sounds… 
add to it the Mayor himself de-
grade the ability of female of-
ficers to do the job as well as a 
man in front of other township 
employees - it’s really bad.  
   But wait - this happened sever-
al years ago, the Prosecutor’s of-
fice took over the Police Depart-
ment, identified another Police 
Captain with credible miscon-
duct allegations and promised a 
full investigation…. 21 months 
later after a $400,000 secret 
payout to the whistleblower Po-
lice Officer, (3) fully paid high 
ranking officer suspensions and 
still no determination by the 
prosecutor’s office???  Could it 
be the Mayor is in his sixth term 
in office with substantial politi-
cal power?  Are we to assume 
the Clark City Council had no 
idea what was going on when 
it approved this settlement? 
Wasn’t it true that until a few 
days ago this outrage was com-
pletely swept under the rug with 
the hope it would “go away”?? 
If the justice system typically 
took this long for criminal mat-
ters to be resolved just imagine 
how long a homicide, robbery or 
drug case would take to see the 
scales of justice. Our justice sys-
tem would be rendered useless.  
   We take great pride in the City 

of Perth Amboy with our com-
mitment to having partnerships 
with the community we serve as 
reflected in the various awards 
we have received in the area 
of community policing, junior 
police academy, females in law 
enforcement to speak to young 
ladies about gender equality, 
police /chaplain corps, com-
munity meetings, etc. We un-
derstand the police department 
needs to represent the commu-
nity we serve in relation to di-
versity in its officers.  Officers 
of different ethnic, gender and 
cultures have blended together 
to become one for the better-
ment of those we serve proudly 
each and every day.  
   Yet less than a year ago - a fe-
male Sergeant who happens to 
also be Hispanic was attacked 
as a racist by social media out-
siders looking for attention over 
the arrest and confiscation of a 
bicycle…the outrage???  He 
happened to be a young man 
of color… he wasn’t assaulted, 
called vile names or treated 
unfairly.  The Sergeant did her 
job in response to numerous 
complaints by city residents in 
regards to reckless bike riders 
in groups all over town, was 
trying to protect the young man 
from hurting himself or oth-
ers, had previously warned the 
young man and the group he 
was with to enjoy riding your 
bicycles but just do it safely as 
to not endanger citizens, motor-
ist and themselves.  The irony is 
the guardians of the young man 
and others involved understood 
the officers’ actions, the bicycle 
was returned within an hour and 
the young man left with no im-
pact on his record but hopefully 
a valuable lesson learned 
   But a full investigation was 
launched by the prosecutor’s 
office for full transparency to 
those outside the city who were 
concerned, and the Sergeant 
rightfully was cleared of wrong-

doing several months later. For 
several months, the Sergeant 
had a cloud of suspicion over 
her head which she had to en-
dure and ultimately lost out on 
an opportunity to oversee the 
community policing unit de-
spite a long and proactive role 
with helping city youth and of-
ficers alike. 
   So where is the accountabil-
ity within the City of Clark for 
clearly outrageous and offen-
sive behavior by its so called 
“leaders”?  Imagine being a 
person of color driving through 
Clark or living there…. Would 
you have confidence in your lo-
cal PD to have your best inter-
est at heart during any type of 
encounter whether confronta-
tional or not???  Not when you 
hear the types of foul language 
that is apparently acceptable in 
Clark…It’s disgusting. 
   Body cameras, transparency 
and accountability are com-
pletely and correctly used to en-
sure policing is done correctly 
but the blatant misuse of tax-
payer money, political power, 
and accountability does way 
more damage to the community 
trust in its officers than taking 
a bicycle ever did which was 
solely done to protect the young 
man from himself….so why is 
this not on the national radar???  
I think we know the answer…
True change in the national 
narrative of policing will nev-
er change until the old school 
mindset of protecting your own 
at the top is condemned… Rac-
ism is ignorance based on mis-
conceptions and sadly the lead-
ership of Clark NJ is the ugly 
example of this especially when 
those aware of this behavior ac-
cept this by their silence even 
when they know in their hearts 
it’s an outrage.

Roman McKeon
Retired Police Chief
of the City of Perth Amboy

*Letters to the Editor Continued on Page 13

Over $2.1 million in Middlesex 
County Arts, History, and
Historic Preservation & 

Capital Grants Awarded for 2022
Awarded to 109 Municipal Agencies and

Nonprofit Organizations
Press Release 3/23/22
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ – Middlesex County is pleased to 
announce the 2022 Arts & History Grant Awards in the amount 
of $2,178,672 to 109 municipal agencies and local nonprofit arts 
and history organizations.
   Currently, three types of funding opportunities are available: 
General Operating Support, Program Support, and Historic Pres-
ervation & Capital Grants. The grant cycle opens each summer 
with the announcement of the grant guidelines and a series of 
Grant Writing Workshops, which were held virtually last year.
   Funding for these grants is made possible by the Middlesex 
County Board of County Commissioners through the Middlesex 
County Cultural and Arts Trust Fund. Middlesex County funding 
partners include the New Jersey Historical Commission and the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts.
The following is a list of total funding amounts by discipline:
•Dance total amount granted: $ 327,450
•Festivals/Folklife total amount granted: $233,425
•Multidisciplinary total amount granted: $260,025
•Music/Choral total amount granted: $158,950
•Public Art total amount granted: $24,325
•Theatre total amount granted: $945,457
•Visual Art total amount granted: $69,675
•History total amount granted: $120,365
•Historic Preservation and Capital total amount granted: $39,000
   With a strong tradition of supporting arts, culture, and history, 
Middlesex County aspires to reach all County residents through 
these funded programs and directly through virtual and in-person 
programming provided by the Arts Institute of Middlesex Coun-
ty. The Arts Institute oversees arts, culture, folklife, and history 
for the County with offices in the New Brunswick Performing 
Arts Center and at the East Jersey Old Town Village. The Insti-
tute provides technical assistance workshops, arts and history 
lectures, artist interviews, folklife events and workshops, cultural 
foodways tutorials and kits, makerspace workshops, arts educa-
tion programs, public art partnerships, and a variety of interac-
tive arts and wellness programs for seniors and veterans.
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IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.

ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.

SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.

IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.

IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.

IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.

IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.

IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.

ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.

AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.

ANDERL  PC .................................................................................... 309 MAPLE ST.

THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.

BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738 STATE ST.

C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.

CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.

CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.

EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.

FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.

FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.

HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.

INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.

JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.

KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.

LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.

LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.

LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.

NEW ELIZABETH CORNER RESTAURANT .................................175 HALL AVE.

PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.

PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.

POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.

PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.

PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.

PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.

QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.

QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.

QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.

RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.

SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.

SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.

SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.

SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.

SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.

SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.

TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.

TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 164 SMITH ST.
WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.

IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.

SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.

IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.

SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.

IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY BANK ...........................................................................100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 

CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY

COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.

KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY

KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 

SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY

SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.

WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY

IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.

MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.

NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
TUES. Apr. 5 PARA, 6 p.m.

   Zoom

THURS. Apr. 7 Board of Education, 5:30 p.m.

   PAHS, Eagle Ave.

MON. Apr. 11 City Council, Caucus, 5:30 p.m.

   City Hall, High St. & Zoom
TUES. Apr. 12 BID, 4 p.m.

   City Hall, High St.

 • Library Board of Trustees, 5 p.m.

   Library, Jefferson St.
WED. Apr. 13 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High St. & Zoom
South Amboy
WED. Apr. 6 City Council, Regular, 6 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

WED. Apr. 20 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

*All meetings are subject to change. Check the City Website or 
www.amboyguardian.com to see if the meeting will take place 
via phone or video conference or for updates on meeting times, 
places, and details how to participate. 

Safety Announcement
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!

Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!

Do not think that any call or report is too small

Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1
FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Important!
   Always call ahead of time 
to make sure any event you 
intend to attend will take 
place.
   The  Amboy Guardian 
will only put a cancellation 
notice in if we receive notice 
from the organizer of the 
event.

2022
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January 5
January 19
February 2

February 16
March 2

March 16
April 6
April 20
May 4
May 18
June 1
June 15
July 6
July 20

August 3
August 17

September 7
September 21

October 5
October 19
November 2

November 16
December 7
December 21

Attention

Businesses 

Open During 

Pandemic
Crisis:

Let customers know 
your services are 
helping to serve the 

community. Con-

sider Advertising in 

the Amboy Guard-

ian. Our rates are 

reasonable for both 

print and/or online 

advertising. Are 

you hiring? Get the 

word out!

Call Carolyn: 

732-896-4446 or 

Katherine:

732-261-2610

Email the Amboy 

Guardian:

AmboyGuard-

ian@gmail.com

Attention!

 Our Newspaper is 

available at Shop-Rite, 

Perth Amboy at the 

Courtesy Counter! 

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Social Security to Offer Self-Attestation of Sex 
Marker in Social Security Number Records

Press Release
   Kilolo Kijakazi, Acting Commissioner of Social Security, 
announced that the agency will offer people the choice to self-
select their sex on their Social Security number (SSN) record.  
The agency anticipates this option will be available in the fall 
of 2022.
   “The Social Security Administration is committed to reducing 
barriers and ensuring the fair treatment of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity by updating our procedures for Social Security number 
records,” said Acting Commissioner Kijakazi.  “This policy 
change will allow people to self-select their sex in our records 
without needing to provide documentation of their sex designa-
tion.”
   People who update their sex marker in Social Security’s re-
cords will need to apply for a replacement SSN card.  They will 
still need to show a current document to prove their identity, but 
they will no longer need to provide medical or legal documenta-
tion of their sex designation once the policy change becomes 
effective.  SSN cards do not include sex markers.
   In February 2022, the agency issued guidance instructing em-
ployees to accept evidence documents that contain non-binary 
identifiers (e.g., “X”) for original SSN and replacement SSN 
card applications, and other updates to the agency’s internal 
SSN records.  The agency is exploring possible future policy 
and systems updates to support an “X” sex designation for the 
SSN card application process. 
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stable budget to our city coun-
cil members, once again, with 
no municipal tax increase. We 
were able to balance our City 
budget, fund our priorities and 
provide fiscal relief for our resi-
dents. I want to recognize our 
budget committee, leading with
•Michael Greene, our Business 
Administrator,
•Jill Goldy, our Chief Financial 
Officer,
•and our city directors for their 
diligence and efficiency
   This demonstrates that we 
take our fiscal responsibilities 
very serious with the decisions 
we make. We also earned an 
“A+” long-term rating, citing 
our stable fiscal management 
and budgetary flexibility from 
Standard & Poor’s, one of the 
nation’s top credit rating agen-
cies, What does this mean for 
the City of Perth Amboy?
•It means increased purchasing 
power and provides better lend-
ing opportunities with lower in-
terest rates.
   Housing is also essential to the 
economic strength of our city. 
When we can attract and retain 
residents to invest, we build 
Perth Amboy up. Our city’s fu-
ture developments will look to 
provide high-quality housing 
to stimulate our economy and 
strengthen our neighborhoods. 
When the city conducted its 
housing study, it highlighted the 
need to develop luxury projects 
to attract disposable incomes 
while protecting our current res-
idents with safe and affordable 
opportunities. When the hous-
ing element was adopted by our 
city council last year, it allowed 
Perth Amboy to begin collect-
ing fees from developers to ad-
dress our housing and rehabili-
tation requirements. In the fall 
of 2021, we collected our first 
development fee in the amount 
of $2.25M. With this new fund-
ing, we plan to rehab homes to 
be safe and affordable in Perth 
Amboy.
Here are some of the additional 
accomplishments in housing, 
development and business:
•We re-established our Rent 
Control Board
•We awarded $150,000 dollars 
in Tenant-Based Rental Assis-
tance
•And received $1.4M from the 
American Rescue Plan through 
the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development that will 
help stabilize those at risk of 
homelessness.
•I want to thank the Puerto Ri-
can Association for Human De-
velopment, the Jewish Renais-
sance Foundation, the Raritan 
Bay Area YMCA, and the Perth 
Amboy Housing Authority for 
their support in executing these 
initiatives.
•We are also in the final phases 
in the street repayment, expand-
ed waterfront promenade, and 
pier in the Harbortown commu-
nity.
•And are working to enhance 
our city's entrance, by cleaning 
up the contaminated old Ce-
lotex property to beautify the 
Gateway Neighborhood.
   And great news, everyone, we 
are finally revitalizing our train 
station, with the groundbreak-
ing scheduled later this Spring! 

I want to thank Governor Phil 
Murphy, our legislators, NJ 
Transit, and previous admin-
istrations for their advocacy 
and commitment to making 
this possible. Perth Amboy is a 
transportation hub with a solid 
retail base in our downtown and 
a strong network of institutions, 
including healthcare, education, 
social services, and workforce 
development- all committed to 
collaboration.
   With these assets, we look to 
expand our business corridor 
and invest more opportunities 
for our businesses. Last fall, 
the Business Improvement Dis-
trict Board of Directors unani-
mously voted to endorse the 
Business Improvement Expan-
sion Project. The project is set 
to enhance economic develop-
ment programming and expand 
business benefits to all mer-
chants, city-wide. Last summer, 
I joined Lt. Governor Sheila 
Oliver, as she signed the new 
legislation to reform the Urban 
Enterprise Zone program. The 
UEZ program supports 37 of the 
564 municipalities across New 
Jersey, including Perth Amboy 
for revitalization and business 
growth in urban communities. 
And I am pleased to say that the 
funds will reinvest nearly $1 
million in public improvements, 
sanitation, economic develop-
ment, and financial assistance 
programs, throughout all of our 
local commercial districts, with 
a commitment to continue the 
program for the next 10 years. 
And with our dedicated County 
partners, Destination 2040 and 
various NJ state departments, 
our path to opportunity will be 
paved with physical and capital 
improvements in our downtown 
district.
   As we move the city forward, 
we realize the importance of 
strategic planning, understand-
ing our City’s needs and the 
ever changing landscape of ur-
ban municipalities. For those 
reasons, we’ve initiated the 
updating of our Master Plan, 
which will guide our invest-
ments and initiatives citywide 
for the next 20 years. Thanks to 
our directors, Tashilee Vazquez, 
Noelia Colon, and Annie Hin-
denlang, for their dedication to 
these projects.
   I’m proud of how our city has 
responded and continues to re-
spond to the pandemic. We are 
a city that innovates to survive.
The partnership with Middlesex 
County and its Telehealth pro-
grams is an example of the need 
to adapt to create opportunities 
to extend the reach and expand 
healthcare services to our resi-
dents and reimagine how our 
health policies need to address 
our communities’ most pressing 
health and wellness needs.
   Each of us stepped up to turn 
the tide of this pandemic inclu-
sive of our COVID-19 Task-
force, whom I’d like to person-
ally thank for
•Establishing Middlesex Coun-
ty Vocational School as a super-
site for vaccinations.
•Hosting over 40+ mobile vac-
cination clinics
•Distributing educational ma-
terials about vaccinations and 
myths versus facts, establishing 
COVID-19 testing locations, 
creating a dedicated city hot-

line, organizing volunteers to 
canvass in the business district, 
and deploying a series of social 
media and website campaigns.
•In addition to feeding over 
27,000 people.
This was indeed a coordinated 
effort of over 40 partnerships, 
including
•Governor Murphy
•Our state legislators
•NJ Department of Health
•Middlesex County Department 
of Health
•Hackensack Meridian Raritan 
Bay Medical Center
•The Jewish Renaissance Medi-
cal Center and Foundation
•Raritan Bay Area YMCA
•McFoods
•NJ Community Food Bank
•US Foods
•The NJ Feed Program
•Our houses of worship, busi-
nesses, schools and countless 
volunteers.
   And I want to thank our OEM 
Director, Acting Police Chief 
Cattano and Dianne Roman for 
leading the task force to an 88% 
vaccination rate in 2021. Pub-
lic safety continues to be our 
top priority. We recognize the 
critical role our officers play in 
keeping Perth Amboy safe. To 
enhance our response, solve and 
deter crimes, we look to expand 
staff and technology, such as
•An intelligence unit
•State of the Art cameras
•And license plate readers
   We also have increased our 
police force by 17 officers, the 
single most hire of police offi-
cers in Perth Amboy’s history, 
and added to the ranks of our 
Special 1 and Special 2 Officers. 
We are reimagining public safe-
ty and policing through tech-
nology and innovation, moving 
Perth Amboy into a smart city, a 
City of the Future.
In addition,
•We signed the PBA Contract 
and have reached an agreement 
with the FOP moving the con-
tract towards ratification.
•We passed the ordinance that 
created the Citizens Public 
Safety Advisory Board. A spe-
cial thank you to Harry Pozycki 
and the Citizens’ Campaign for 
your advocacy.
•We’ve increased our patrols in 
our parks, waterfront, and our 
business district.
•We have also expanded our Ju-
venile Bureau’s Station House 
Adjustment Program for the di-
version of youth offenders.
•And increased our community 
outreach through positive inter-
actions and partnerships.
   A strong relationship of mutual 
trust with our residents is key to 
maintaining public safety. And 
our police and fire know how 
important it is to foster these re-
lationships with our school dis-
tricts, especially with our youth. 
Last year, Felix Velez, home/
school liaison of Perth Amboy 
High School’s Personalized 
Learning Program, identified a 
student exhibiting a decline in 
his motivation, academics, and 
attendance.
   The student, Andres Castillo, 
dreamed of a career in criminal 
justice, and there was a need to 
help restore his confidence to 
see his future. Felix reached out 
to our juvenile police bureau for 
assistance. Detective Rafelito 
Cruz and Sergeant Jessica DeJe-

sus responded immediately and 
coordinated a tour of our police 
department, introduced him to 
other officers, and allowed him 
to experience a day in the life of 
an officer, they even sang him 
happy birthday. Following the 
visit, a group of officers made 
a promise to mentor him. Since 
then, Andre’s outlook on life 
has transformed. His mother 
shared his story with us and its 
impact on his life and the Cas-
tillo family.
   I want to recognize Andres for 
his courage, the school commu-
nity and police staff that rallied 
around him. Andres is a shin-
ing example of how strong re-
lationships between the police 
department and our community 
reflects our core values. First re-
sponders are the foundation of 
our city, as safety is a vital com-
ponent of our community. When 
we think of firefighters, we have 
the iconic image of responding 
to fires, automobile accidents, 
and medical emergencies. It 
takes a special kind of person 
to become a firefighter. Being a 
firefighter means more than just 
battling blazes. They save lives. 
Last year, our Perth Amboy Fire 
Department responded to 2,232 
incidents, including 183 fires. 
With God’s grace, there were 
no fire fatalities for the 3rd con-
secutive year. This is a proven 
result of our three top priorities.
•First is fire safety, education 
and fire prevention, where edu-
cation and enforcement work 
together to reduce the risk of 
fires from ever happening, in-
cluding cross-training staff as 
fire inspectors.
•The second is to make sure all 
properties have working smoke 
alarms,
•And the third is rapid depart-
ment response from our dedi-
cated staff.
   We also held the 100th-an-
niversary memorial ceremony 
for the 1921 train accident that 
killed 9 Perth Amboy Firefight-
ers, the single most significant 
loss in New Jersey’s history at 
a single incident. A plaque was 
dedicated by the Middlesex 
County Commissioners that 
will be installed near the crash 
site. And a second memorial 
plaque will be installed in the 
Perth Amboy Train Station once 
renovations are completed. Our 
investment in public safety con-
tinues with the promotion of 
members of the Police and Fire 
Departments to fill existing va-
cancies in the ranks of the De-
partments. Congratulations to 
all, and thank you:
•Police
•Auxiliary Police
•Fire
•our Fire Volunteers
for your life saving service to 
the City of Perth Amboy.
   As our City continues to move 
towards a brighter future, we 
must pay close attention to 
necessary improvements to our 
City’s infrastructure. That in-
cludes our water and sewer in-
frastructure, streets, and parks. 
We have made investments in 
each department by streamlin-
ing our processes, incorporating 
tracking key performance indi-
cators, and improving our cus-
tomer service. For example, we 
have increased Code enforce-
ment Departments’ capacity and 

abilities with the following im-
provements:
•Hiring 2 new Code enforce-
ment officers and a full-time 
plumbing inspector.
•We have increased our use 
of Spatial Data Logic (SDL) 
technology with many staff 
members having gone through 
training to process and view 
inspections, violations, and re-
spond to concerns.
•In addition, Perth Amboy resi-
dents will be able to submit 
permit applications, make in-
spection requests and address 
concerns online.
   Have any of you seen the app? 
If you haven’t - get SDL Citizen 
by downloading the mobile app.
  Thank you to our Code en-
forcement Director Irving Lo-
zada, and our Administrative 
Analyst, Joel Rosa, for coor-
dinating efforts with the SDL 
team and our city staff. In keep-
ing with my pledge to improve 
our city’s beauty, I created the 
Anti-Graffiti and Vandalism 
Taskforce, made of various city 
staff and community volunteers 
to oversee the enforcement of 
clean-ups and education ef-
forts regarding graffiti. We also 
have expanded city routes for 
trash collection with automat-
ed vehicles and were awarded 
two ELECTRIC-POWERED 
sanitation trucks to expand our 
fleet while minimizing our car-
bon footprint. Our physical im-
provements are seen throughout 
the city and in our highlights, 
including the LED lighting, 
benches and trees and the reac-
tivation of the Green Team. We 
also want to thank NJDEP Com-
missioner Shawn LaTourette for 
stopping by to plant the state’s 
first Salem Oak Tree seedling. 
I greatly appreciate our DPW 
staff’s daily commitment to pro-
viding top of the line services to 
our residents under the direction 
of Interim Director, Matthew 
Nieves. Thank you.
   The global pandemic has un-
derscored that close-to-home 
parks are crucial to a commu-
nity’s quality of life. During the 
crisis, people have turned to our 
parks like never before—for 
fresh air, exercise, meditation, 
and a sense of peace. Under-
standing the need for public 
open space for our children, 
families, athletic leagues, and 
visitors, we made a commit-
ment to updating our parks 
leading to a year of accomplish-
ments.
•First was the fencing installed 
at Washington Park made possi-
ble through the advocacy of our 
District 19 legislative partners. 
We also re-activated the park 
with free WIFI.
•Another success was the long-
awaited groundbreaking last 
summer for the future 2nd 
Street Park. It was an honor to 
be joined by Korean War Vet-
eran PFC Ervin Machado at the 
park’s dedication as Borinque-
neer Park after the 65th Army 
Infantry. Thank you Sam Del-
gado for the inspiration for the 
park’s name.
    This new park will create op-
portunities for programming 
and activities for the entire 
community and restore part of 
the City's natural coastline. It 

*Continued on Page 27
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Tribute: Charles W. Wiley

Charlie Lecturing The Veteran Sage   *Photos Submitted

By: Vilma E. Novak
SAYREVILLE, NJ - Charles 
Wiley, Combat Journalist, was 
a loyal fan of Perth Amboy, so 
much so he challenged Perth 
Amboy’s Edward Patton for his 
seat in the 1976 and 1978 con-
gressional elections. In 1978 
Charlie lost the election by 1%. 
A remarkable achievement in it-
self. The race was so close that 
one of the TV networks, early 
on, mistakenly called the race 
for Charlie. 
   Every year Charlie looked for-
ward to receiving Kearny Cot-
tage’s Historic Perth Amboy 
Calendar. Charlie spoke several 
times at Kearny Cottage, The 
Ferry Slip Museum, Perth Am-
boy Free Public Library and the 
Kiwanis Club. He told fascinat-
ing stories about American cul-
ture during WWII, his experi-
ence on the Sino-Soviet border 

witnessing their war games. He 
told about the time he was in 
Viet Nam when Saigon fell and 
how he snuck into Afghanistan 
during the Soviet occupation 
posing as a Pakistani physician. 
He taught Americanism at the 
University of St. Petersburg.  I 
remember a time when my TV 
was on in the background and 
thought I heard Charlie’s voice 
on “Crossfire”, when I went to 
see, sure enough, it was Char-
lie!!  Mostly I think of his kind-
ness, humor and wisdom and 
how much a blessing it was to 
have known him and how fortu-
nate our organizations were to 
have him speak to us.  
   For many years one of Char-
lie’s pet projects was founding 
the National Committee for Re-
sponsible Patriotism, (NCRP). 
Their purpose is to inform all 
as to how Viet Nam Vets, con-

trary to popular opinion, were 
honored when they returned 
home. One way they were hon-
ored was that there was a huge 
welcome home parade in New 
York City that lasted hours, me-
dia focused mostly on the few 
but raucous protestors there 
and that’s what most people re-
member. The following is the 
NCRP webpage where you can 
learn about the parades. Charlie 
founded and directed this orga-
nization to make sure there is 
a vehicle in place to show that 
Viet Nam Vets’ service was ap-
preciated and that they were 
welcomed Home with Honor.
  To see the parade and hear the 
story go to:
https://www.homewithhonor.us/
   The work of NCRP will con-
tinue through Mrs. Charles Wi-
ley, Alice, and the NCRP, Trust-
ees.

Obituary: Charles W. Wiley, 95
Journalist, Writer, Lecturer

SAYREVILLE Charlie Wi-
ley died peacefully at home on 
March 9 at the age of 95.
    Charlie was born in New York 
City on November 17, 1926, to 
Faye and Charles Wiley. He be-
gan life as a child actor.  He had 
the distinction of being cast, as a 
child, in two Pulitzer Prize win-
ning Broadway productions. At 
the age of 7 he appeared in "The 
Old Maid." Later, he appeared 
as Wally Webb in the original 
cast of Thornton Wilder’s "Our 
Town."
   Soon after Pearl Harbor, at age 
15, Charlie joined the USO and 
entertained at bases throughout 
the United States. He answered 
his country’s call by enlisting 
in the Navy, serving during the 
battle of Okinawa and taking 
part in the initial occupation of 
Japan. He later participated in 
the operation to evacuate the na-
tives of Bikini Atoll prior to the 
atom bomb tests.
   After the war, Charlie studied 
journalism at NYU. His great 
hunger for truth led him to travel 
to more than 100 countries and 
cover 11 wars, writing for pub-
lications such as The New York 
Times, U.S. News and World 
Report, Time, and Newsweek. 
His reporting also appeared on 
NBC, UPI, and The London Ex-

press.
   As a journalist, he spent 4 
tours in Vietnam, covering the 
war in 1962, 1964, the Tet Of-
fensive in 1968 and the Easter 
Offensive in 1972.
   For the last 50 years, Char-
lie was a well-known radio/TV 
talk show personality and com-
mentator. He appeared on hun-
dreds of networks and local pro-
grams- including many times on 
CNN and C-Span and was both 
a guest and host on Barry Far-
ber’s Radio show.  
   Until his passing he was also 
an active lecturer in all 50 states 
and on six continents, some-
times under the auspices of the 
U.S. government.  He was also 
on the AIM Speakers Bureau 
for over 30 years.
   He also was a master of orga-
nization. In 1967, he organized 
the massive Support Our Boys 
in Vietnam Parade in New York 
City.  In 1973, he organized the 
“Home With Honor” Parade.
   One of Charlie’s great pas-
sions was educating young 
people. He spoke at dozens 
of colleges, high schools, and 
youth organizations all over the 
country. He spoke annually at 
UC Berkeley’s political science 
classes and Boys State high 
school groups in New Jersey 

and Wisconsin.
   But in addition to all his pro-
fessional accomplishments, 
Charlie was also a beloved 
character. He was quick with a 
joke and always there for peo-
ple. He loved playing the hors-
es and after WWII even tried 
briefly to see if he could make 
a living that way (he couldn't). 
Charlie also prided himself for 
being able to play quarterback 
in the neighborhood touch foot-
ball games even into his 70s 
"Life with Charlie was an amaz-
ing adventure," recalls Alice 
Bell Wiley, Charlie's wife of 38 
years. "I always felt loved and 
privileged to have such a won-
derful husband. I am so grateful 
to have been able to play a part 
on his world stage.”
  Charlie will be sorely missed 
by his family and by count-
less numbers of friends who 
were fortunate to have known 
him. He is survived by his de-
voted wife Alice, his son Scott 
of Sayreville NJ and daugh-
ter Chris of Los Gatos CA and 
grandchildren Adrian and Kath-
erine. He was pre-deceased by 
his first wife Tina and son Cliff.
   Burial arrangements will be 
private, per the family.

Play Ball: Liberty Base Ball Club
 of New Brunswick

Is In Search of New Players
Season Opener on April 2 at East Jersey Old Town Village 

*Photos Submitted

Press Release 3/23/22

MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ – Middlesex County’s Liberty 

Base Ball Club of New Brunswick is looking for players. The 

club plays base ball (originally two words) by 1850s rules, using 

period-accurate replica uniforms, bats, balls, bases, and other 

equipment. The club competes against other historically accu-

rate opponents across the tri-state area and strives to remain true 

to the time they represent while maintaining a competitive pres-

ence on the field.
   Players of all genders with an interest in history and/or base-

ball, and are 18 years of age or older, should contact Captain 

Lawrence Major at nblbbc@gmail.com. Previous baseball expe-

rience is preferred.

   The season opener will take place on Saturday, April 2 when 

the Mutuals of New York take on the Liberty Base Ball Club at 

the Liberty’s home field at East Jersey Old Town Village. For the 
full schedule, find the club on Facebook at https://www.face-

book.com/LibertyBBCofNB/

   “There’s no better time than Spring to get outside and get in-

volved in your community,” said Director of the Board of Coun-

ty Commissioners Ronald G. Rios. “While many in-person 

events were rescheduled or canceled last year, the Liberty Base 

Ball Club of New Brunswick is recruiting players to return to the 

field this season. Whether you’re a history buff or simply enjoy 
playing baseball, this is a great opportunity to play ball the way 

it used to be played back in the 19th Century.”

HISTORY OF THE LIBERTY BASE BALL CLUB OF 

NEW BRUNSWICK

   Originally conceived in 1857, the Liberty Club exclusively 

played local New Jersey teams until the inception of the Na-

tional Association of Base Ball Players (NABBP, of which they 

helped found) in 1858. The Liberty played formidable clubs 

from around the New York/New Jersey region, most notably the 

fearsome Atlantic Base Ball Club of Brooklyn and established 

themselves as a reputable and highly skilled club. The onset of 

the Civil War saw the Liberty members disperse, but shortly af-

ter war's-end they were back on the field. By the early 1870's the 
Liberty had all but disappeared, however their legacy on the 

game of baseball, both nationally and within New Jersey, is well 

documented.

   Taking the field for the first time in 2018, the modern interpre-

tation of the Liberty club uses period-accurate replica uniforms, 

bats, balls, bases, and other equipment and play their home 

games on the field adjacent to the East Jersey Old Town Village 
in Piscataway. The Liberty competes against other historically 

accurate opponents ranging all the way from Maine to Mary-

land, along with four other clubs within New Jersey, and strive 

to play in strict accordance to the rules and customs of the time 

they represent while maintaining a competitive presence on the 

field.
   The Liberty plays home games on the Liberty Field at East 

Jersey Old Town Village, located at 1050 River Rd., Piscataway.

   For more information on the Liberty Base Ball Club of New 

Brunswick, visit: https://arcg.is/1T55mG or find them on Face-

book at https://www.facebook.com/LibertyBBCofNB/
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PILOTS and Addressing Behavioral Issues in the School District
3/30/22 Council Meeting

By: Carolyn Maxwell & Kath-
erine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – All Council 
Members were present in per-
son except for Councilwoman 
Rose Morales who participated 
in the meeting via Zoom.
   Resident Ken Balut spoke 
on Ordinance No. 1 which had 
to do with an amendment to a 
bond ordinance. He questioned, 
“What is the difference between 
Tennessee and New Jersey? 
The federal money they receive 
could be used on lowering their 
taxes. We are sitting on $8 mil-
lion and so far, the only expense 
I’ve seen were for the new park-
ing meters. How much are the 
legal fees when for the amend-
ment to the bonds?
   Business Administrator Mi-
chael Green replied, “$1,200 
for each bond. Since there were 
two bonds, it was $2,400 for 
this ordinance.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
responded, “These amended 
bonds are to save interest.”
   Balut continued, “That’s a lot 
of funding for bonds. When our 
former Business Administra-
tor Greg Fehrenbach was here, 
he applied a different method 
to save money.” Balut asked a 
question regarding Ordinance 
No. 3. “What is the difference 
between full taxes and having a 
PILOT?”
   Green explained that for Sayre 
Avenue land, which is underde-
veloped, the city’s share would 
be $22,000 a year and at the end 
of the 25 years, the city would 
only get $700,000. The lender 
will not give a contract with any 
money under a certain amount.”
   Ordinances No. 1 and No. 2 
were passed unanimously.
  Ordinance No. 3 – Ordinance 
of the city of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, New Jer-
sey approving the application 
for a long-term tax exemption 
and authorizing the execution of 
a financial agreement with 585 
Sayre Avenue Urban Renewal, 
LLC for the property located at 
Block 183 Lot 29.01 and Block 
189.03. lot 24 on the tax map of 
the city of Perth Amboy.
   Ordinance No. 4 – Ordinance 
of the City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, New Jer-
sey approving the application 
for a long term tax exemption 
and authorizing the execution 
of a financial agreement with 
Victory Center Urban Renewal, 
LLC for the property located at 
Block 38, Lot 1, Block 77, Lot 
72.03 Block 83, Lots 14, 15 and 
30, Block 84, Lots 14, 15, 29 
and 30, Block 85, Lots 14, 15, 
29 and 30 on the tax maps of the 
city of Perth Amboy. 
   Council President Bill Petrick 
noted that the agreement is for 
25 years - not 30 years for both 
Ordinances No. 3 and No. 4. A 
chart was put up on the screen 
in Zoom for both Ordinances 
No. 3 and No. 4 for the hypo-
thetical tax money that would 
be returned if the land stayed 
as is if and there was no PILOT 
and if there was a PILOT. The 
chart stated what the tax rev-
enue would be after 25 years in 
all three scenarios. It was noted 
on the chart that both projects 
would not be possible without 
the PILOT. Business Adminis-
trator Michael Green gave the 

numbers off the chart that ap-
peared on the screen.
   First, he explained the Sayre 
Avenue. “If it stayed an empty 
lot, the projected tax revenue 
would be $700,000. With the 
PILOT, the city will wind up 
getting in total after 25 years, 
$9,743,081.”
Comments were open to the 
public on Ordinance No. 3.    
The first person to speak was 
Ken Balut. He was concerned 
about the PILOTS. “I remember 
when a guy went to jail (over 
illegal dealings). Who is watch-
ing the henhouse? I believe that 
Eddie Trujillo will give us what 
he says. Kushner has the ma-
fia on his side. When Vas was 
Mayor, he would give detailed 
speeches on PILOTS. Were PI-
LOTS mentioned during the 
State of the City Address?”
   Green then recalled that PARA 
gave a presentation regarding 
these PILOTS at a previous 
council meeting.
  Balut ended by telling Green, 
“You are taking a lot of heat (for 
things that happened before you 
came here).”
   B.A. Green stated that if the 
lot stays undeveloped, the city 
will collect $700,000 in tax rev-
enue versus $9,743,081 with the 
development and PILOT. With 
an empty lot, the city would 
only collect after 25 years, $2 
million. 
   Maria Garcia spoke via Zoom. 
“If we receive $700,000 for an 
empty lot, it would be with-
out any more services, people, 
schools. Those $9 million over 
years are nothing compared to 
when to we have more people 
with more schools. Right now, 
we have a debt. Someone that 
already has a lot of properties 
in town is good at building. If 
a bank states that if you don’t 
get a PILOT, we will not service 
you – I don’t know what bank 
is asking for this. It’s dubious if 
a builder needs a PILOT to get 
a bank loan. If you put in the 
numbers, again it is not a good 
idea.”
   Sharon Hubberman spoke via 
Zoom, “Rather than just assess 
land value, we need to assess 
the following with no PILOT. 
A land worth $10 million or 
more? What is the projected 
ratable? We have a developer 
who has stated that he is about 
people. We are a highly dense 
area. If a developer is about 
serving the community, then 
why not donate the land to the 
city for the residents to use for 
open space instead? We have an 
obligation to our pension plans 
which are not fully funded. It 
offsets a deficit of in terms of 
our pension plan. I am surprised 
there are no union (reps) speak-
ing on this topic. We have to 
fund the pensions. Whoever ne-
gotiated this, if you are going to 
collect the fee, why were we not 
collecting the land tax. I am not 
for any of these PILOTS unless 
there are studies with terms of 
value. There are other avenues 
we can create to enhance our 
town. There are various ways 
of the tax assessor to assess the 
land. Say there is no PILOT. 
That is calculating by gross 
revenue. The land and property 
value, if we were not going give 
a PILOT, what is the projected 

value? The benefits do not out-
weigh the costs.”
   Petrick asked, “Should the 
land assessment be separate?”
   Hubbemran said, “The growth 
revenue which is the land and 
property value need to have 
separate calculations.”
   B.A. Green said, “For the re-
cord, there is not a deficit in 
pensions in the City of Perth 
Amboy. The pension is expen-
ditures, and we have $9 million 
for our pensions. There are no 
deficits. It is important to say 
what would be if there is no PI-
LOT: $721,000. If we get a PI-
LOT, it will be $9,743,000 over 
25 years. If we do not grant the 
PILOT, the lender will not fund 
the project.”
   One of the developers said, 
“What Green said was correct. 
This project will have to pay 
land tax. When it comes to the 
land tax, 60% goes to the city; 
26% goes to the schools; and 
14% goes to the county. The 
land is totally undeveloped”
  When it came to vote, all coun-
cil members voted, “Yes.”
      For Ordinance No. 4.  Ken 
Balut spoke in person: “In 2012 
I talked to a developer who 
wanted to build a marijuana 
factory in town. This building 
would have been well guarded.” 
Balut then asked about what 
kind of money they would re-
ceive from the Victory Center 
Project.
  B.A. Green answered, “The 
developer would pay $44,000 
a year and the city would get 
$26,000. With the 25-year PI-
LOT, the city would wind up 
getting $49 million. Without 
developing the land, the city 
would only receive after 25 
years would be $851,846.
  Sharon Hubberman spoke via 
Zoom. “I want to object to the 
PILOT for the same reasons I 
reject the first one.”
   Maria Garcia spoke via Zoom. 
“I have to reject the PILOT for 
the same reasons. As of today, 
how many PILOTS does the 
city have in place?”
   B.A. Green answered, “Home 
Depot has a PILOT. That land 
was not developed. We received 
$1 million. It was undeveloped 
property.”
   Garcia asked, “How many 
jobs will this project bring in?”
   Green answered, “It is not re-
ally a job generator.”
   Garcia said, “The develop-
ment is generating money and 
is it saving us money in taxes? 
How much are we getting? How 
much are we losing? The new 
High School they are building - 
they are going to be packed by 
the time we are finished. The 
more people we are bringing in, 
the more schools that need to be 
funded. We don’t have enough 
spaces. I don’t understand what 
we are planning. We are not 
thinking about how we should 
widen the roads and building 
schools. With residential proj-
ects it affects everything. We 
keep losing open land. We are 
supposed to think about the en-
vironment, and we keep build-
ing.”
   When it came to vote, Rose 
Morales, Joel Pabon, Milady 
Tejeda, and Bill Petrick voted 
“Yes”. B.J. Torres stated that 
he had issues with a develop-

ment of this magnitude and the 
work should be union driven 
and they should create career 
opportunities and apprentice-
ship programs. Therefore, B.J. 
Torres voted, “No.” Although 
Bill Petrick agreed with him, he 
voted, “Yes.”
Public Comments on Agenda 
Items Only:
   Ken Balut spoke in person. 
“We got money from T-Mobile. 
You can use this money to help 
Veterans and set up mental 
health programs and housing 
for Veterans. There is a church 
up for sale and you can use that 
church for the homeless and as 
a satellite for psychiatric ser-
vices. Each year, we get money, 
and you have the power to allo-
cate that money. Someone else 
always benefits. Each year, you 
get a lot of money for grants. 
You should meet with the ad-
ministration on how to use 
those funds. I wish we had the 
$8 million when I was in office. 
You need a 10-year plan. If the 
school money is taken away, 
our taxes will go up. After I 
left the city, it got changed. It’s 
never transparent – somebody’s 
getting the kickbacks. It’s time 
we got a lot of money here.”
   Sharon Hubberman spoke 
next via Zoom. “There was a 
comment made regarding the 
land tax. The land will be by 
taxation. In the financial agree-
ment, there is a land exemption, 
and this has been misrepresent-
ed. The information presented 
by the card is misrepresenta-
tion by the city. This is falling 
on deaf ears. Yes, in Code En-
forcement, there are some good 
and bad aspects. I feel we are in 
for a disappointment down the 
road. You have voted to approve 
a project. If you listen carefully, 
there are areas we need to ap-
prove land tax. Councilman B.J. 
Torres is practical. Look at Sec-
tion 4.0.9. When the project is 
completed, that land tax will not 
be effective.”
   Resident Denise Miranda who 
lives at Central Place spoke 
next via Zoom. “I am address-
ing the festivals being moved to 
Rudyk Park. Why are residents 
not being told that the festivals 
are being moved to the part of 
town where the poorer people 
live? I found out from a friend. 
By the way, I am not poor; I 
have a modest house. We don’t 
want to deal with the festivals. 
It’s hard enough for one festi-
val that lasts for 3 days which 
means I can’t leave my house 
for 3 days. We should have a 
say to the area. It’s okay that 
rich people from the waterfront 
area don’t want a festival. Why 
do we have to bring thousands 
of people who start traffic prob-
lems, drunks, and drug addicts 
and loud music for 3 days? This 
is not a festival – it’s a 3-day 
concert.  They should put flyers 
out. I live on a dead-end street. 
God forbid there is a fire. It is 
not fair to us. It is bad enough. 
And now you want to bring all 
these festivals here. You should 
give all of all of us a voice.”
   Maria Garcia spoke next via 
Zoom. I think these festivals 
have gotten out of hand. I live 
on Kearny Avenue, and I am not 
rich. When they have the Greek 
Festival, we don’t have noise or 

issues, or people urinating on 
property. When we have Con-
certs by the Bay, people come 
and there is no problem. When 
there is Family Day at the wa-
terfront – no problem. We have 
a lot of festivals at the water-
front. These are normal festi-
vals and concerts. You are put-
ting a concert in a residential 
area. There are so many people 
for 3 days. If they move festi-
vals to the other side of town, 
it’s ridiculous. You make life 
miserable for 3 days. They de-
stroy our property. We have 
drunks fighting. You have Rte. 
440 if you want to get out. In 
the waterfront area, if you want 
to get out in case of an emer-
gency, you can’t get out. All 
roads except High Street are 
very narrow. What kinds of fes-
tivals are we going to have for 
people who live in this area? I 
don’t think festivals have to go 
on for 3 days. Back when Joe 
Vas was Mayor, the police had a 
machine that measured decibel 
levels (during the festival).”
   Acting Police Chief Larry 
Cattano spoke via Zoom, “You 
cannot enforce noise for decibel 
levels. I  have been on the force 
for years and I don’t remember 
anything like that.”
   Madison Avenue Resident 
Maria Vera spoke next, “As for 
the PILOT, I agree with Maria 
and Sharon – our town is so 
overcrowded and now over 50 
teachers quit. I agree with De-
nise (Miranda) and Maria (Gar-
cia). Festivals are a nightmare. 
We can’t get out of our house. 
We are stuck for 3 days. It is 
not a festival – it is a concert. 
Festivals should be small and 
one-day. We can’t get in and 
out. Only two streets – Madi-
son Avenue and Lewis Street 
are clogged. Sometimes the 
traffic doesn’t move. It is not 
safe, not healthy – a nuisance. 
I feel it is very detrimental to 
the environment. They should 
go someplace else if they want 
concerts.”
  For Ordinances No. 1, No. 2 
(First Reading) passed unani-
mously.
   Ordinance No.3 – An Ordi-
nance to amend an Ordinance 
entitled “Public Entertainment” 
(Ordinance No. 830-96 and 
Amendments, adopted April 2, 
1996) Also known as Chapter 
343 et seq of the code of the 
city of Perth Amboy. Re: Public 
entertainment limited to certain 
locations. 
    Rose Morales, Joel Pabon, 
Milady Tejeda voted, “No.” B.J. 
Torres, William Petrick voted 
“Yes.” Motion does not pass. 
Council President Petrick stated 
that amendments needed to be 
made regarding these types of 
events. Only two festivals ex-
ceed the multiple days and large 
crowds: the Dominican Festival 
and the Puerto Rican Festival.  
   For the consent agenda, Reso-
lutions R-145 thru R-171 and 
R-173 thru R-175; R-151 was 
voided, the consent agenda 
passed. 
  R-172-3/22 – Authorizing set-
tlement in the matters of Ivette 
Rios vs. City of Perth Amboy, 
et als, United States District 

*Continued on Page 13
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A Lot on Their Plate
3/24/22 Board of Education Meeting

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM

By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – At the be-
ginning of the Board of Educa-
tion Meeting, Student Repre-
sentative Charlize Leon gave a 
brief overview of activities that 
went on during the last couple 
of months. First of all, she men-
tioned March being Woman’s 
History Month and that her 
mom was her biggest role mod-
el. She then mentioned other fe-
male leaders that were also her 
role model and that this month 
some of the students dressed as 
women they admired. She also 
mentioned that March also in-
cluded Read Across America 
and that Perth Amboy had a top 
female wrestler, Ahsia Torres 
who was recognized nation-
wide. She urged all to attend the 
annual musical, “Kinky Boots.” 
She added, “No, it’s not bad.  
We appreciate the counselors 
that support the students.”
Public Portion: 
   Perth Amboy Federation Pres-
ident Pat Paradiso spoke first. 
She read a statement. Part of 
her statement read as follows: 
“We are often accused of lying. 
We have raised red flags about 
teachers leaving. Even Board 
Member Junior Iglesia would 
talk about this, but he no lon-
ger does. We’ve discussed staff 
injuries by students and stu-
dents injuring each other (it’s 
too many). For too long, things 
were swept under the carpet. (It 
took a video to bring this out in 
the open).”
   Perth Amboy Federation 
Union Representative Lynn Au-
det spoke next: “In November, 
we reported about the staff be-
ing injured by students and how 
to improve these conditions. We 
welcome Board Members to at-
tend meetings where we discuss 
these problems.”
   The next person to speak was 
Retired Attorney George Boyd, 
“I was a 1962 graduate of Perth 
Amboy High school. I serve as 
the Executor of Katherine Mc-
Dermott who left a portion of 
her estate to the Perth Amboy 
Education Center for scholar-
ship for the students. At a previ-
ous meeting, I voiced concerns 
on how the funds were used. 
You went into an executive ses-
sion that lasted for four hours, 
and I wasn’t able to stay that 
long. In February of 2020, I 
gave the Board of Education the 
first check from that estate for 
$240,000. On October 20, 2020, 
I gave a check for $224,000. I 
was not informed on how this 
money was used. I heard a com-
mittee was formed on how to 
distribute the monies. Tonight, 
I am presenting a third check 
of $101,641. The McDermott 
Family wishes everyone well 
and enjoy the money.”
   Acting Business Administra-
tor/Board Secretary Michael 
LoBrace answered for the 
Board. “We will have a meeting 
about the monies received and 
will be distributed.”
   Board President Ken Puccio 
thanked Mr. Boyd for his ser-
vice and what you have done 
for the McDermott Family.”
   Boyd responded, “I was on the 
Board of Education, and it was 
the toughest job I ever had.”
   Board Member Junior Iglesia 
said, “This is my opinion only, 

but the public must have the 
right of having advanced notice 
of meetings.” He also read an 
email that was sent to him by 
a resident. The letter said, “We 
should have the public partici-
pate in meetings electronically. 
Even if you are vaccinated, you 
can still transmit the virus.” 
Junior then said, “We are rep-
resentatives of the people and 
public communications matter 
to me. I make a motion that we 
could also have meetings via 
Zoom, online, or by phone or 
in-person.”
   Board Member R.L. Anderson 
seconded the motion. 
   Superintendent Dr. David Ro-
man spoke up, “There may have 
to be a policy change first.”
   Board Attorney Isabel Mach-
ado mentioned, “I revised the 
policy for the Board to look 
at, and you could vote to table 
until the Board can look at the 
policy.”
   Vice-President Tashi Vazquez 
questioned, “Should we have a 
first and second reading?”
   Board Attorney Machado sug-
gested they table this matter for 
the Board to look at the policy.
   Iglesia was not happy, “The 
city council just takes a simple 
vote at their council meetings if 
they want to do the meetings re-
mote and in person.”
   Vazquez responded, “We 
need to table this and see how 
to manage this. I know there are 
restrictions, and I am making 
a motion to table this decision 
and bring it back at a later date.”
   Puccio seconded that decision. 
  Igelsia agreed to discuss it at 
the next meeting, but Dr. Ro-
man spoke up and said that it 
might not be until June. Igelsia 
stated, “It might be more ben-
eficial to us if the public can at-
tend (in-person or via Zoom).”
   R.L. Anderson stated that he 
was against tabling this issue. 
“The public should be more 
aware if something happens 
like if we get another pandemic. 
If the legal work was already 
done, let’s just make this hap-
pen.”
   Board Attorney Machado said, 
“The legal work for this policy 
has already been done.”
   Board President Puccio said, 
“I’ve been on the Board for 12 
years, and I’ve seen the public 
come here in mass when some-
thing affects them, but in the 
last couple of meetings, it is 
the same 2 or 3 people who al-
ways come to the mic. The per-
son who sent that email (about 
meetings should be held re-
motely and in-person) is sitting 
home and running for office.”
   Vazquez spoke up, “If the le-
gal work is done for this policy, 
we can view it and present it at 
the April meeting. I am still vot-
ing to table.”
   Puccio agreed, “We need to go 
about it the right way. It has to 
be an act of emergency by the 
Governor (to have remote meet-
ings).”
   Iglesia said, “We discussed 
this a few months ago.”
   R.L. Anderson said, “There 
are still people who can be im-
mune compromised and cannot 
come to meetings.”
   Superintendent Dr. Roman 
said, “The policy committee can 
meet. It is a sense of urgency.”

   The Board decided to vote to 
table; the only two Board Mem-
bers to vote “No,” was Ander-
son and Iglesia. Motion to table 
was carried.
   Vice President Vazquez briefly 
talked about Perth Amboy Edu-
cation Foundation. “The Execu-
tive Team were moving forward 
on the McDermott Scholarship 
Money. I want to thank all who 
donate money. 50 scholarships 
will be given out this year. You 
can also donate your time.”
   Council President Puccio said, 
“I want to congratulate all the 
students.”
   The Board went into closes 
session at 6:19 p.m. and re-
turned at 8:17 p.m.
   When they came back, Board 
Member Junior Iglesia had con-
cerns about the February 3rd 

Meeting. He said, “Mr. Ander-
son voted "No" on one of the 
items. They had him abstain-
ing on some of the items on 
the minutes of the February 3rd 

Meeting. I have a recording of 
the meeting, and you can hear 
exactly how he voted. He did 
not vote to abstain. As you hear, 
he voted, “No,” and it should be 
corrected.”
   When President Ken Puccio 
read his report and mentioned 
that a bus driver had passed 
away suddenly. For Woman’s 
Month Puccio recognized the 
women on the Board and what 
you bring to the table. "My 
mom set an example. She was 
a cleaning woman at the school 
and never missed a day. We get 
raked through the coals, and we 
don’t get paid for this. When 
we hear something, we do care. 
There are some things that we 
are prohibited from talking 
about in public. WE care im-
mensely and that is why we are 
behind. In 2012 I was sued, and 
I had ethics charges against me 
for talking out. I apologize for 
my rant.”
   Superintendent Dr. Roman 
gave his report, “I concur with 
what Puccio said. I want to rec-
ognize all the woman on the 
Board, and my mom who is no 
longer here, and my wife. Re-
cently, we had discussions about 
national security where all staff, 
students, parents, and police 
participate in every school to 
talk about positivity. We have 
a zero-tolerance policy (when 
it comes to unacceptable be-
havior) and there are programs 
to support our children. Some-
times expulsions and arrests are 
necessary. All are responsible 
for what happens in the district 
and to make it better.”
   Board Member Junior Igle-
sia wanted to briefly talk about 
the state funded surplus money, 
“Our balance from November 
30, 2021, thru January 31, 2022, 
is a little bit over $76 million. 
“Due to the fact that we’ve had 
an increase in state aid this year, 
I vote that we remove the prop-
erty tax increase in this budget.”
   Vice President Vazquez spoke 
up, “It’s the temporary budget.” 
She wanted an explanation of 

what exactly would be the 2% 
tax increase and the state aid 
and the fair share.
   Superintendent Dr. Roman 
explained that, “The new high 
school has to be taken into con-
sideration.”
  B.A. Michael LoBrace ex-
plained, “The surplus we have 
will decrease because it is now 
being placed in the appropriate 
accounts.”
    Dr. Roman interjected, “The 
new high school will eat up 
some of that surplus money.”
   LoBrace added, “The surplus 
net will be 5.6% and the state 
aid is based on the property tax-
es. The fair share is the amount 
from the state and what the dis-
trict should tax the resident. Our 
tax levy is $26 million. We are 
undertaxing the residents. $15 
million to $18 million will de-
crease the surplus because of 
the cost associated with the new 
high school.”
   Dr. Roman explained, “The 
tax increase will amount to $37 
per household.”
   LoBrace then mentioned, 
“May 7th is the last day we can 
make changes to the budget. $5 
million will be used for trans-
portation associated with the 
new high school.”
   Board Member R.L. Ander-
son spoke up, “$37 is only the 
school tax. There will be other 
increases.”
   Vice President Vazquez said, 
“The school, the county, the 
state, and the library will also 
increase your taxes besides the 
$37 already mentioned.”
   Council President Puccio 
asked, “What happens if we 
do not approve the preliminary 
budget?”
   Iglesia spoke up, “The District 
is only obligated to provide suf-
ficient education which includes 
all of our programs. The new 
high school will have teachers 
that are already employed in 
the current high school. We pay 
3 times as much as other states 
in property taxes. Inflation is 
going up and more housing go-
ing up means more students and 
more state-funding aid.”
   Dr. Roman responded, “There 
will be need for more staff 
members which will cost mil-
lions of dollars for the new high 
school.”
   When it came time to vote 
for adoption the 2022 budget, it 
was moved by Iglesia, seconded 
by Anderson. George, Gon-
zalez, Vazquez, Puccio voted 
“Yes,” and Anderson, Iglesia 
voted “No,” Peralta abstained. 
(Brown and Márquez-Villafañe 
were absent). Motion passes.
   There was a long discussion 
regarding the amount of teach-
ers leaving the district. Iglesia 
said, “149 Staff Members left in 
the last 6 months which affects 
our students and the quality of 
education they receive. It could 
be a number of factors, maybe 
large class sizes. We should 
have a yearly survey to ask what 
are the reasons for resigning?”
   Vice President Vazquez re-

sponded, “Some have to resign 
because they may be in a part-
time position, and are being  
promoted to a full-time posi-
tion.”
   Igelsia continued, “We should 
have a yearly survey asking 
what are the reasons that people 
want to resign.”
   R.L. Anderson spoke up, 
“Resignations are not always 
about being removed from the 
district.”
   Board Member Marisol Gon-
zalez said, “I’ve been an educa-
tor, and it has been pretty hard 
years for teachers. We should 
look at other schools, because 
they have a lot of people who 
are leaving their schools also. 
Some people just want a career 
change.”
   Iglesia spoke up again, “We 
are going through a difficult 
time. A lot of people are switch-
ing jobs and careers. Let’s take 
a survey to see why people 
leave and how we can address 
everyone’s needs and how we 
can make our district better.”
   Vazquez spoke up, “We know 
there are concerns. We are not 
ignorant to discipline and mo-
rale issues, and we hear your 
concerns. We have people leav-
ing after 10 years of service.”
   Dr. Roman stated, “We hired 
31 people. A lot of things have 
to take place in what we have to 
do. Accountability is our con-
cern.”
   Gonzalez said she agreed with 
having a survey done.
  Iglesia asked, “As long as we 
show respect in our disagree-
ments, it is okay.”
   Puccio ended this discussion, 
“There has been a lot of dia-
logue tonight. Teaching is one 
of the hardest jobs to do and 
some may think after a while, 
this job is not for me. The pan-
demic has changed people’s be-
havior. It is hard to fill positions 
all over – not just here.”
   Under New Business, Iglesia 
talked about the new by-laws 
and policies. “I don’t remember 
voting for this. The language 
was changed from “shall” to 
“may.”
  Board Attorney Machado said, 
“I will have to see when the by-
laws were last changed. It could 
be a first reading if no changes 
were made.”
   Dr. Roman spoke about the 
growth and the positivity of our 
district. “The graduation rate 
has gone up and we are moving 
up with the QSAC Mandates. 
We are moving forward on tran-
sitional skills for employment 
for our disabled students. We 
are in the design phase for the 
archway improvements at Wa-
ters Stadium. We’ll share posi-
tive points during PowerPoint 
Presentations.”
   The Board went into execu-
tive session at 10:04 p.m. with 
no further action taken. Board 
Members Dr. Danielle Brown 
and Stephanie Márquez-Villafa-
ñe were not present. 
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One Day to be Inspired: Woman's Day Panel, Perth Amboy Free Public Library 3/26/22

The Panel Members were given citations from the City of Perth 

Amboy    *Photos by Katherine Massopust
The Library Board of Trustees along with the Panel Members 

a community outreach program 
to give community awareness. 
I feel complete without an urge 
to go back to Jamaica. Wen I 
got my citizenship, the judge 
thanked us for being so brave. 
Don’t forget where you came 
from. I really don’t miss Jamai-
ca. We all do the same things in 
all countries. Your job is every-
where you do everything. My 
dream is to see more involve-
ment - more community spirit.   
It matter - a little like the librar-
ies in the parks. We are all one 
and have the same dream – the 
same inspiration.
Woman’s Club Art & His-
tory Director and Art Teacher 
Marcella Massopust: I am a 
lifelong resident of Perth Am-
boy. I graduated from New 
York University and Parsons 
School of Design. I taught art 
for 44 years in the Perth Am-
boy School System. My journey 
began with my grandmother 
sitting at the kitchen table. She 
asked me to read a letter to her. 
I was 7 years old. “Baba, why 
did you ask me to read this?” 
I asked her. She answered, “I 
can’t read.” I was shocked. 
“There was no school in my vil-
lage in Ukraine,” she stated, “I 
can write my name.” She was 
proud of that. I learned how 
important it is to learn to read. 
Once I wrote to my uncle in 
France where he was stationed 
during WWII. It was Christ-
mas and I was excited by all the 
Christmas presents I received. 
He wrote back, “The chil-
dren of France have nothing. 
Everything is destroyed. You 
shouldn't just think of yourself.” 
You learn from your family. My 
grandparents were immigrants. 
My grandmother wanted to be-
come a citizen. Her two sons 
served in WWII and third son 
served in Germany post war, so 
the judge let her become a citi-
zen. I started in No. 5 School, 
then  Shull School, and then I 
went on to Perth Amboy High 
School where I was a good stu-
dent and became a member of 
the National Honor Society. I 
was a member of 3 clubs: the 
Art Club, President of the Ju-
nior Red Cross, and the Junior 
Hospital Guild where I did vol-
unteer work for the Hospital. 
"What you are to be, you are 
now becoming," said my guid-
ance counselor. I advised the 
Church Sodality in Ukrainian 
Assumption Church where I 
am a member. I wanted either 
an art career or to be a teacher. 
I worked in New York for a 
publishing company and I de-
cided I wanted to leave, so I 
could become a teacher. I met 
my husband, Tony (I knew him 
from high school) on my way 

By: Katherine Massopust 
PERTH AMBOY – The Perth 
Amboy Free Public Library 
Board of Trustees held a Wom-
an’s History Month Panel at the 
library. Featured on the panel 
were six successful women, 
each with their own story who 
shared their experiences with 
the community.
   Board of Trustees Secretary 
Brenda Delgadillo introduced 
each panel member.
Municipal Judge Michelle Ro-
man: I used to come home from 
school and watch “The People’s 
Court,” and “LA Law,” when 
I was 8 years old. I grew up in 
a single parent household in 
public housing – The Stockton 
Building and Delaney Homes. 
I wanted to be an attorney and 
I realized in order to do so, you 
had to have an education. I grad-
uated 9th in my class in 1991. I 
was the first person in my fam-
ily to go to college. I attended 
Douglas College and was in the 
Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society. 
I went to Rutgers Law School in 
Newark and graduated in 1998. 
I loved being an attorney. I do 
family law and divorces. I had 
the honor of being appointed a 
Municipal Court Judge in 2017. 
I was the City Public Defender 
for 14 years. I volunteer for the 
Charter School. I knew I want-
ed to become an attorney since 
8th Grade. I worked for Central 
Jersey Internal Services in New 
Brunswick. I learned family 
law. I helped people who do not 
have any resources. It gives you 
a sense of purpose. As a Munic-
ipal Court Judge, I feel that you 
must judge a person with fair-
ness and justice. I love being a 
Municipal Court Judge. The di-
versity in the Judiciary Profes-
sion is important. In 1998 I was 
the only Latina Attorney. Often, 
I was confused as an interpreter. 
Your job is to advocate for your 
client as a woman and an attor-
ney. Things are changing slow-
ly. Perth Amboy has so much to 
give to the community.
Sgt. Jessica DeJesus PAPD: I 
am Dominican American. My 
parents came in 1972 from the 
Dominican Republic. I was 
born in 1982. In 1985 my par-
ents bought there first home on 
State Street where they raised 
me, my brother, and sister there. 
Our basis, our foundation was 
there. I went to Ukrainian As-
sumption Catholic School and 
then went to Perth Amboy High 
School. I went to Rutgers to 
study the criminal justice sys-
tem and sociology with hopes 
to be a Federal Agent. I took a 
course with my sister, Wanda 
and it was amazing. I prefer my 
boots on the ground. In 2004 I 
took the Civil Test and in 2005 
joined the Perth Amboy Police 
Department. This is the best 
career. I wouldn't change it for 
the world. In 2009 I left the 
PAPD for a while and went to 
Miami for 6-7 months. It was 
awesome. I came back to the 
PAPD. I did 2 years on patrol, 
but most of the time I spent in 
the Detective Bureau. During 
last year, I was promoted to Ser-
geant. Initially I was asked what 
I really want to do. Years later, 
everyone is proud I became a 
Perth Amboy Police Officer. 
It is a male dominated field. In 
2007 I rode in the Police Unity 
Tour (A bicycle tour from New 
York to Washington D.C.). One 
Lieutenant bet a case of beer I 
would not make it. He had to 

eat that beer. One time on a job 
myself and another female offi-
cer had issues when a male of-
ficer wouldn’t deal with me. We 
are all very important. We can 
do the job just the same. I have 
2 children. One officer said, 
“She’s not the same after hav-
ing children.” That is not true.  
Always maintain that positivity. 
Always make sure we leave a 
little piece of yourself along the 
way.
Firefighter Ariele Bonilla 
PAFD: I was born and raised 
in Perth Amboy. After high 
school, I decided I was not a 
college person, so I focused on 
the military. At age 18 I dived 
in headfirst. My parents were 
not too happy. My grandfather 
was in the Vietnam War, the 
only person in my family that 
was ever in the military. I real-
ized I was a shy person. I made 
it there from 2011-2015. In the 
military, you eat or get eaten. I 
was promoted to 3rd Class Petty 
Officer in charge of people at 
age 19. The military helped me 
come out of my shell. I did three 
deployments overseas. I spent 
more time on sea than on land. 
It is a male dominated field and 
I was one of two females on the 
job. I had to learn to be as good 
as the guys. In the military, you 
have to reapply for an appoint-
ment. You have 8 times to get 
reappointed to the same posi-
tion. I reapplied 4 times and was 
rejected. My rank was maxed 
out – so you would have to go 
back to school and go where the 
Navy puts you. So, I came back 
home and took the civil service 
test to be a firefighter in the 
Perth Amboy Fire Department. 
I left taking the test thinking I 
didn’t do well when my brother 
called and told me I had gotten 
the #1 spot. I was in shock. I 
would go through the process of 
getting into another male domi-
nated job. Another obstacle and 
nerve racking. My parents are 
proud of me. I just took the cap-
tain’s test.
Councilwoman Milady Teje-
da: This reminds me of Satur-
day Morning Classes. I really 
miss that time. A lot of people 
said,"You were a mother and fa-
ther for those kids." Neither one 
can do the job of the other one. 
You can do part of it, but those 
kids need that parental father 
figure in their life like they need 
the mother figure. I know we 
have it hard. We have to work 
harder. What in the world in 
1962 made my parents feel they 
needed to migrate to the United 
States? In 1962 they picked up 
and left the Dominican Repub-
lic looking for the United State 
for a better life. The boys stayed 
with the paternal grandparents 
and the girls stayed with the 
maternal grandparents. At that 

time, it was something that they 
had to deal with. My grand-
parents sent the oldest girl and 
the oldest boy to the university 
because that is what they could 
afford. You sit as a child won-
dering. Now, as an adult you 
can’t judge them, but you have 
to be in that same situation to 
understand. My parents came 
here, and I stayed behind. At 15 
years old, I came to the United 
States with a desire that I only 
would stay for 2 years – and 
that was it. I came to Perth Am-
boy High School. Most students 
there were mainly Puerto Rican. 
I was a Junior at that time not 
knowing the language. You go 
to high school and get used to 
it. I was a Straight A Student. 
I felt lost. I have to appreciate 
everyone that was around me. 
Obi Gonzalez was my Guid-
ance Counselor. She said I need 
to go to college. My dream was 
to become a pediatrician. I saw 
the reality - how will my par-
ents pay for medical school? 
So I went for something in that 
direction. I went for Medical 
Lab Technician. I did an in-
ternship at Rahway Hospital. I 
already made my fusion of the 
Dominican Republic and the 
United States – no more think-
ing and looking back. I got to 
love this country and love my 
Dominican Heritage. By that 
time, I am very settled. I fin-
ished Middlesex County Col-
lege, I changed the way I was 
thinking. I got a job at Rahway 
Hospital, and from there I paid 
for my education at Kean Uni-
versity. I got married, had two 
kids, then unfortunately I got  
divorced. My kids did not have 
to struggle like I did. They sup-
port themselves and they have 
jobs. During the time they were 
in school, there were fights go-
ing on in the schools. A group 
of parents got together - over 
400 people in my church. I was 
there for my kids. No one want-
ed to go up and speak so guess 
who they threw me under the 
bus – they forced me to go up 
and speak. I did not know how 
much an impact that I had. I was 
appointed to the Board of Edu-
cation when Mr. Gumbs retired 
from the Board. I became so in-
volved with the Board of Edu-
cation. A lot needed to be done. 
We had a united Board. We had 
obstacles – we hired the wrong 
person. We dealt with that the 
way that we could. From then 
on, we found another person 
and worked with the communi-
ty – the place I will never leave. 
Later on, I was asked to run for 
City Council, and I won. To me, 
it's the experience of always 
working for the community.
Special Education Teacher 
Loris Welch: I teach English 
at Perth Amboy High School. 

As a teacher, I feel as I am that 
part of my lesson, my students 
ask me where do I start? I say 
start anywhere. I came from Ja-
maica in 1982 straight to Perth 
Amboy. I had a friend from high 
school who lived in Perth Am-
boy who was a social worker. I 
came one summer, and I didn’t 
want to come back to Jamaica. 
I worked to get my citizenship, 
which I ultimately did 7 years 
after I came My first job was 
with the Board of Education. I 
got a job as a secretary. I had no 
idea I wanted to have a career in 
teaching, but it is the  most ful-
filling experience I ever had. I 
got an apartment with no furni-
ture for more than a year. Some-
one gave me a bed, but I never 
used it. My kids went to Shull 
School. My house was packed 
with kids every day. When my 
kids got to the high school, 
They played sports including 
football. My neighbor gave me 
a Chevy Malibu Classic, this 
huge car so I would take all the 
kids home. Things continued to 
be tight so I moved to Delaney 
Homes for 17 years. I was at 
my job at the Board of Educa-
tion when Gloria Harzold, the 
Head of Curriculum said you 
need to be a teacher. I said I 
don’t have a high school diplo-
ma. She kept saying, you need 
to go to school to be a teacher.  
One day, she walked me over to 
the adult school and said I need 
to take the GED exam. I didn’t 
want to take the GED because I 
was afraid of failure. Gloria was 
there and pushed me to go, so I 
went. I took off two days from 
work. All the kids that were tak-
ing the test left. I was close to 40 
years old. I passed the GED and 
immediately applied and was 
accepted to Kean University. It 
took me 8 years to get my bach-
elors. I wanted to be a special 
education teacher. I wanted to 
teach the hardest, most difficult 
kids to teach at the high school. 
They offered me a job in Linden 
High School, but I wanted a job 
in my hometown, son I came 
back to my secretary job in the 
Board of Education in May af-
ter graduation. A special educa-
tion teacher either retired or re-
signed. I applied and got the job 
– my dream job. I at no point 
felt that this job was not for me 
to this day. I wanted to give a 
little bit more to the community. 
The motivation is to give back 
are where you got your lessons 
from. I went to teach at the adult 
school, and I started to teach 
high school to kids that didn’t 
have their diplomas. I love to 
hear their stories. I had the dis-
tinct honor to channel people to 
do what they want. This is Am-
boy. This is your town. I wanted 
to get kids to feel like they are 
part of the community. I found 
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Irish Flag Raising, City Hall Circle and the Hibernians, Perth Amboy 3/17/22
*Photos by Paul W. Wang & R.J. Kawka

PERTH AMBOY – The wreath is dedicated to all the men and women 

who belonged to the Organization for the past 137+ years, especially 

the four they lost recently: Michael Seman, Robert Goodwin PAFD, 

Charlie (Mav) Logan (RJ’s uncle) and oldest Ladies Auxiliary Mary 

Logan (RJ's grandma). Always be remembered, thank you to the bag-

pipers first time in a long time. An Irish Prayer: May the roads rise to 
meet you. May the winds be always at your back. May the sunshine 

warm upon your face the rains fall soft upon your fields until we meet 
again. May God hold you in the hollow all of his hand.

Slovakian Flag Raising, City Hall Circle s, Perth Amboy 4/2/22
*Photos by Paul W. Wang 

One Day to be Inspired: Woman's Day Panel,
Perth Amboy Free Public Library 3/26/22

*Continued from Page 10

to class. I was waiting in front 
of the hospital for a bus to go 
to New Brunswick to go to 
Rutgers for education courses 
where he was also going. He 
gave me a ride and we started 
to go out. I started teaching in 
Shull School, then (after having 
two children) I went to teach in 
the high school. I loved it from 
the beginning. My students 
painted murals in the hospital 
every Christmas and the mu-
ral for the Veterans in the City 
Hall Council Chambers. I was 
President of the Ernest Han-
sen Auxiliary for 12 years. I 
continue my work with the 
Woman's Club. I will now talk 
a little about the Woman’s Club. 
It was founded in 1910 with 

the support of the Temperance 
Movement. There was a lot of 
domestic abuse (due to alcohol 
abuse). In 1916 during WWI, 
the Woman’s Club sent bandag-
es to soldiers and made them 
sweaters. During WWII, they 
acted as hostesses at the USO 
Canteen. They purchased an air 
ambulance which was called, 
"Perth Amboy Woman's Club". 
They promoted awareness for 
the blind with Helen Keller and 
her Teacher, Anne Sullivan who 
appeared at Perth Amboy High 
School. They began a school 
milk program for children (be-
fore the government did). They 
saved the Proprietary House 
and saved the Perth Amboy City 
Seal. I was interested because 
the Woman's Club ran competi-
tions and gave out scholarships 

to Perth Amboy students. My 
husband’s mother belonged to 
the Woman’s Club and had an 
Art Scholarship for children. 
I’ve been a member for over 55 
years. The Woman's Club con-
tinues to support the Perth Am-
boy Free Public Library. They 
helped restore the Statue of 
Liberty and helped out the Ani-
mal Shelter. They donated food 
for the hospital workers during 
the pandemic. Recently, the 
Woman’s Club donated money 
for the people of Ukraine. I re-
tired from teaching in the High 
School, but I still continue my 
volunteer work with the Wom-
an's Club and the hospital until I 
am unable to do so.
   There was a brief intermis-
sion, and two questions were 
asked of the panel when the 

program resumed.
Question #1) To Judge Michelle 
Roman: How do you navigate 
the male dominated world of 
law?
Judge Michelle Roman: You 
have to be assertive. You can’t 
let that hold you down and in-
terfere with your goals. You 
have to believe in yourself. Dai-
ly affirmations help.
Question #2) I have autism 
along with other disabilities. 
What are your most significant 
challenges?
Loris Welch: As a teacher of 
special education, the challenge 
for me is going to school, I had 
certain speech. One professor in 
college accused me of plagia-
rism because I would use cer-
tain words. She stated that’s she 
had students from other coun-

tries, and they didn’t use words 
like this. I think her expecta-
tions of me were so low. Often 
the smartest kids need support.
   A woman in the audience 
spoke up, “I work at Verizon. 
We all have different challenges. 
One of our employees is a quad-
riplegic. It is difficult for him to 
do what he does. He can think 
and has so many great qualities. 
Focus on our strengths.”
   The Library Board of Trustees 
thanked the panel and everyone 
who attended the event. Each 
panelist was also presented with 
flowers from the Library Board, 
and a citation from Mayor 
Caba, which was given out by 
the Mayor’s Aid, Miguel Aro-
cho.
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Happy Easter!
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Ads Sell! 

Call Carolyn!

732-896-4446

PILOTS and Addressing Behavioral Issues in the School District
3/30/22 Council Meeting

*Continued from Page 10

Court, District of New Jersey 
Case No. 2-19-cv-19336-SDW/
ESK in an amount not to exceed 
$75,000.
   Rose Morales, Joel Pabon, Mi-
lady Tejeda, B.J. Torres voted, 
“Yes,” Bill Petrick Abstained.
Public Portion:
   Ken Balut spoke first in per-
son. “I could not make it to the 
State of the City yesterday. Did 
they mention anything about the 
Recovery Act Funds? We nor-
mally get a copy of the speech. 
Right now, I still get calls about 
illegal housing and Code En-
forcement says I call in the com-
plaints. Code Enforcement is 
dysfunctional. They should be 
seen. They drive around. Noth-
ing ever happens when it comes 
to improper behavior. Some-
thing is wrong here with some 
of these lawsuits The interest of 
taxpayers is lacking. There are 
serious problems here. Nobody 
is protecting the taxpayer. This 
has to stop.
   Sharon Hubberman said, “I 
read the entire context in the 
program. Look at section 4.0.9. 
I am correct. Look at the legal 
jargon as a whole. The munici-
pal operating cost and schools – 
they need more detail and clar-
ity. Does the council know of a 
nearby power plant in Keasbey 
with pollutants? Our air quality 
has deteriorated. What have we 
done regarding our air quality? 
There is no phone number to 
call to report these problems. I 
would appreciate if the council 
and B.A. will look into this mat-
ter. This will cause respiratory 
problems and maybe will be 
harmful to our children. Our air 
quality is not good.”
   Petrick stated that maybe the 
DEP should come out and sam-
ple the air quality. Green stated 
that he wrote down the prob-
lems that Hubberman spoke 
about. 
   Petrick stated, “It depends on 

the way the wind blows. I don’t 
know where the bad air comes 
from.”
   City Clerk Victoria Kupsch 
stated, “It’s Keasbey.”
   Acting Police Chief Larry Cat-
tano spoke via Zoom. “There 
was a plant located in Keasbey 
which was handled by the Mid-
dlesex County Health Depart-
ment. They used to have petro-
leum products burned there, but 
that plant is no longer there.”
   Maria Garcia spoke next. “I 
am very disappointed on how 
the Council voted on the PI-
LOTS. I hope I am wrong, 
and taxes will not go up for 25 
years. If I am right, it will be 
on the taxpayers.  I don’t un-
derstand how Milady Tejeda 
can vote because she is on the 
Dominican Festival Committee. 
When Peter Jimenez was on the 
council, he did not vote on the 
Puerto Rican Festival. He ab-
stained.”
   Bill Petrick then answered, “I 
believe we have 5 PILOTS.”
   Garcia said, “Our property 
values are low, and our taxes are 
high. In other areas, the proper-
ty values are high, and the taxes 
are low.”
   Milady Tejeda responded to 
Maria Garcia, “This is not about 
the Dominican Festival and I 
was advised by our lawyer. It 
is nonprofit and I do not get a 
penny.”
   Resident Maria Peralta came 
up in person. She spoke in 
Spanish and Councilman Pa-
bon translated. “I have nothing 
against Tejeda. You never voted 
for the festival before and you 
have created controversy with 
the festival. I am not against the 
Dominican Festival, but I have 
concerns about the pandemic. 
The day of the flag raising, we 
were disrespected. There should 
not be speakers from any other 
groups to speak at our flag rais-
ing. It was disrespectful for the 
mayor not being there. Many 
things have been done to me. I 

was removed from the festival 
committee because I took down 
names of vendors, but this was 
to help the community.”
Council Comments:
   Rose Morales said, “I want to 
thank all the people last night 
who came to the State of the 
City and see all the accomplish-
ments. Congratulations to the 
mayor, the administrators, and 
the progress made to help the 
city move forward. 
   Joel Pabon said, “I’ve had 
things stolen from my back yard 
and mattresses thrown in my 
back yard. It happens to all of 
us. As for Rudyk Park, until ad-
justments are made down there, 
I just can’t see both the Puerto 
Rican and Dominican Festivals 
being down there and they are 
not getting smaller. If we do 
improvements to Rudyk Park, 
it will be bigger. And will the 
festivals get bigger? More than 
half of the people who come 
to the festivals are from out of 
town. Even when sports are be-
ing played at Rudyk Park, park-
ing is hard. There are 3 dead-
end streets, and we need to talk 
to the festival organizers. What 
area of Sadowski Parkway are 
designated for festivals?"
   Larry Cattano answered, “Be-
tween Madison Avenue and the 
promenade at the end of High 
Street.”
   Pabon turned his attention to 
the topic of bullying in the Perth 
Amboy Schools. “This is out 
of control. I’ve seen 5 of these 
videos (of kids being attacked 
by other kids). In one video, 
there was a kid that was kind 
of husky on the floor and be-
ing beaten on. That is unaccept-
able. One lady intervened to try 
to cover the boy. The school is 
responsible for school to home 
and home to school. At another 
time, the lady got the student in 
her car (to protect him). Other 
cars drove by but ignored the 
problem. This broke my heart. 
There was an incident at Shull 

School. I said talk to me. I en-
courage the 9 members of the 
School Board to address why  
this behavior is happening. 
Something has to be done. They 
are our kids. We cannot wait un-
til a kid is seriously hurt, dies, 
or commits suicide to bring at-
tention to this problem.”
   Milady Tejeda said, “Council-
man Pabon, I feel the same way. 
It’s time to do something. When 
we live in a community, the way 
we are, we need to respect our-
selves. When the Mayor’s Aid 
came to our flag raising, that’s 
acceptable. One of the main 
things are kids respecting one 
another. Each ethnicity in the 
town needs to live, play, in this 
town. We need to respect each 
other.”
   B.J. Torres said, “I echo off of 
what Councilman Pabon says. 
There has been an increase in 
violence. After 2 years of Covid 
and lockdown. One video is of 
a kid being assaulted by other 
kids. That video was shared by 
adults. The issues in our school 
are nothing new. Our teachers 
have been working without a 
contract for a year. We are los-
ing teachers left and right. Par-
ents have to wait hours at Board 
Meetings to speak while the 
Board goes into closed session. 
These parents work and don’t 
have time to wait this long to 
be heard. These are our children 
and are the responsibility of the 
entire community. These kids 
need help. They don’t need to 
be sent home.”
   Bill Petrick mentioned that at 
the April 11th and 13th Meet-
ings that some of the Depart-
ment Heads come in and pres-
ent their budgets. City Clerk 
Kupsch stated that there is sup-
posed to be a public hearing on 
the budget on April 13th. Petrick 
requested that remaining de-
partments come on April 25th 
and 27th to present their budgets. 
   Petrick then stated, “I saw the 
video of the students in Shull 

School being beaten and there 
should be changes. The school 
system is only responsible for 
actions on school property and 
not the public streets. There 
should be criminal charges. 
Things are happening on public 
streets. They need to keep the 
public schools safe.”
   B.A. Green said that there 
were arrests made. 
   Petrick then said, “Conse-
quences need to be made for ju-
venile crimes. Criminal behav-
ior is criminal behavior. There 
has to be repercussions. They 
are going to grow up and think 
there are no consequences. I 
don’t remember issues like this 
when I went to school. How 
can you have learning going 
on when you have children at-
tacking children? Things need 
to be addressed by the School 
Administration and the Public 
Administration. Things need to 
change. People need to consider 
the feelings of the victims and 
not the criminals.”
   B.J. Torres stated, “They are 
children, not criminals. They 
need intervention.”
   Pabon then said, “I don’t want 
to hear Covid as an excuse any-
more. The School Board has 
money to rectify the situation.”
   Petrick said, “They are sup-
posed to be an institute of learn-
ing. Children should not fear 
going to school. Those children 
with issues in school should be 
placed in a different environ-
ment.” Petrick then thanked the 
Marines and Police who con-
ducted the services for his fa-
ther who recently passed away. 
“Good night, be well, and hope 
we see changes soon.” 
  The meeting adjourned at 9:03 
p.m.

THE COMMUNITY VOICE

Crossing to 
Staten Island

The Port Authority is consider-
ing widening the Outerbridge 
Crossing between Perth Amboy 
and Staten Island. This sounds 
like a mistake to me.

    Would a 90-year-old structure 
be able to support the added 
weight and load of extra traf-
fic? Would the roads in Perth 
Amboy be able to handle the in-
creased traffic without becom-
ing a bottleneck?
   Maybe the better solution 

would be a new bridge north 
of the Outerbridge Crossing 
with new roads as needed. This 
would not create any problems 
with construction to the existing 
bridge.

Ronald A. Sobieraj

Congestion 
Price Tolling

   New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority Chair-
man Janno Lieber announced 
that Congestion Price Toll-
ing should begin by December 
2023. In coming months, there 
will be another round of public 
hearings prior to implementa-
tion. NJ residents will be paying 
a portion of revenues generated 
by these new fees.  The MTA 
estimates it will generate $1 bil-
lion annually. These revenues 
will be used to leverage another 
$2 billion annually via bonding. 
This is supposed to raise $15 

billion that which will help pay 
for the MTA $51 billion 2020 
- 2025 Five Year Capital Plan.  
Both NJ Transit and the Port 
Authority have similar multi-
year Capital Plans.  New Jersey 
residents should consider ask-
ing for a fair share of revenues 
generated by these new tolls 
that they will be paying.
  Some of these dollars could 
go toward the NJ share for the 
$12 billion Gateway Tunnel 
(two new tunnels plus rehab of 
existing tunnels) or full build 
$33 billion version, $10 billion 
Port Authority 42nd Street Bus 
Terminal, NJ Transit and PATH 
capital programs or other trans-

portation improvements that 
would benefit NJ residents. Af-
ter all, fair is fair.
 
Sincerely,
Larry Penner
(Larry Penner is a transporta-
tion advocate, historian and 
writer who previously worked 
for the Federal Transit Admin-
istration Region 2 New York 
Office. This included the devel-
opment, review, approval and 
oversight for billions in capital 
projects and programs for NJ 
Transit, NY MTA, NYC Transit, 
Long Island and Metro North 
Rail Roads along with 30 other 
transit agencies in NY & NJ).

WiFi on NJ 
Transit Busses

   One of the most exciting pro-
posals coming out of the cur-
rent Democratic-majority leg-
islature is the prospect of every 
New Jersey Transit bus being 
equipped with fast, complimen-
tary Wi-Fi access.
   As a Central New Jersey edu-
cator, I find this idea to be ex-
ceptionally overdue. While it 
might be true that ubiquitous 
LTE/5G access exists in the 
Garden State, for many stu-
dents the cost of an ‘unlimited’ 
plan remains out of reach. Most 
monthly plans hover around 
$50 a month per line. 
   With fast Wi-Fi coverage, stu-
dents will now be able to get 
work done during their typi-

cally long commutes and other 
travels on public transportation. 
Whether attending a virtual 
class, downloading a required 
documentary, or engaging in 
group study via team software, 
hundreds of thousands of learn-
ers will now be more empow-
ered and connected.   
   I want to personally thank As-
semblyman Dan Benson and 
Assemblywoman Yvonne Lo-
pez for strongly supporting this 
initiative. These Democratic of-
ficeholders are getting the job 
done for all our residents en-
gaged in self-improvement.

Sincerely,
Daniel B. Kurz, M.A.

We Value Your Opinion!  Please Send Us A Response!
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By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – Business 
Administrator Michael Green 
talked briefly regarding R-139-
3/22 – Passage of Senate Bill 
330 which will increase distri-
bution to municipalities from 
the Energy Tax Receipt Proper-
ty Tax Relief Fund over 5 years.
   “This bill is supported by 
the League of Municipalities. 
It requires additional aid to be 
subtracted from the Municipal 
Property Tax Levy.”
   He also explained R-155-3/22 
– Awarding a contract to Son-
nenfeld and Trocchia Architect 
for design services for City Hall 
alterations Phase II.
   Council President Bill Petrick 
said, “This will be in the clerk’s 
office.”
   When Councilman Pabon 
questioned, “Will this company 
charge for the mistakes they 
made?”
   Green replied, “No. There is a 
cost for the publication of docu-
ments, and these are the same 
architects – just different con-
tractors.”
   Green also provided informa-
tion about R-157-3/22 – A grant 
application to United Way of 
Central Jersey for the Middle-
sex County Local FEMA Re-
port for Emergency Food and 
Shelter Program in the amount 
of $230,000. “This is for Code 
Blue. To date, we’ve had 65 
Code Blue Days and we shel-
tered 881 people. We have a 
partnership with the YMCA, 
Jewish Renaissance, Salvation 
Army, and food was provided.”
   Dianne Roman from the De-
partment of Human Resources 
spoke via Zoom, “The Jewish 
Renaissance has the Family 
Success Center by the Housing 
Authority. Tashi Vazquez, John, 
and I talked about how we can 
support our local food pantries. 
They help with relocation ser-
vices, and we purchase a lot of 
foods from businesses located 
in the town. Toiletries, blankets, 
socks are provided by other en-
tities. We need to hire personnel 
to help with mental health is-
sues. Those hired will have the 
proper certification, and Tashi 
Vazquez put the grant together.”
   Council President Petrick 
asked if the county and state so-
cial services could be used for 
these purposes.
   Roman replied, “They would 
have to be compensated if 
working outside of their regular 
hours. We can explore seeing if 
we can work with the hospital 
to help with mental services. 
The Y has caseworkers who 
have the history of clients that 
have used their services and that 
list may have what those cli-
ent’s mental health needs are. 
Vending, laundry, and cleaning 
services have to be calculated in 
the cost of grants. Raritan Bay 
Medical Center gets involved if 
there are clients who have men-
tal issues (that need additional 
help).”
   Green then talked about 
R-159-3/22 – An application to 
the New Jersey Clean Energy 
Program Community Energy 
Planning Program.
   “This is for green infrastruc-
ture projects within the city in 
partnership with Rutgers re-
garding our CSO. The $25,000 

associated with this resolu-
tion follows the Best Practices 
Guidelines regarding Green-
house gas emissions.”
   R-160-3/22 – An application 
to the AARP Community Chal-
lenge Grant in the amount of 
$15,000.
   Councilman B.J. Torres 
voiced his concerns, “This is 
another art project that came 
into fruition without the Arts 
Council being involved.”
   Green replied, “There was a 
very quick deadline.”
   Torres still wasn’t satisfied, 
“There are PILOTS and other 
projects that are dealing with 
the arts and the Arts Council are 
being bypassed.”
   Council President Petrick 
agreed with Torres. “I hope this 
money is not to just complete an 
Arts Project. Anything that has 
to do with art should not be sub-
mitted until the Arts Council is 
consulted.”

   Green replied, “It’s just two 
pillars at the Outerbridge to be 
painted. In the future, we will 
go to the Arts Council.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
questioned, “How soon did you 
know about the grant?”
   Green answered, “It was a 
short timeframe.”
   Tejeda finished, “It is essen-
tial for the Arts Council to be 
involved.”
   R-161-3/22-A grant from the 
State of New Jersey Department 
of Community Affairs for the 
Local Recreation Improvement 
Grant.
   Green said, “It is for Raritan 
River Smart Park. It will include 
benches, charging stations, and 
smart water fountains.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
spoke briefly about Ordinance 
No. 1 – Entitled “Court” regard-
ing parking offenses.
   Petrick stated, “This is to up-
grade the fines with steps.”

      Ordinance No. 2 – Entitled 
“Vehicles and Traffic” regard-
ing truck parking regulations.
   Green said, “This will be for 
trucks that are 4 tons, mobile 
homes, and popup campers. 
Busses will also be included.”
   Pabon asked if the courts were 
open yet.
   Green replied, “Yes.”
      There were a couple of ques-
tions regarding Ordinance No. 3 
– Public Entertainment regard-
ing Public Entertainment lim-
ited to certain rotations.”
   Pabon started, “There were 
questions about the Rudyk 
Park locations. We also talked 
about the Elizabeth Street and 
Division Street connections. If 
Kenny Ortiz is on Zoom, he can 
give us more details.”
   Ortiz was not on Zoom.
   Tejeda spoke up. She ques-
tioned Section 6D on the Ordi-
nance. “It says that the festivals 
have to be relocated if it is over 

70 people. In the beginning, it 
said 700.”
   Petrick replied, “We went with 
the old ordinance that was on 
the books. We need to change 
that to 200. When I talked to the 
Peruvian Committee, they said 
when they had their gathering, 
their attendance was under 200 
people.”
   City Clerk Victoria Kupsch 
spoke up, “R-151-3/22 – A spe-
cial permit for the Dominican 
Festival to be held August 12, 
13, & 14 was to be removed per 
the request of the Dominican 
Festival Chair.”
   Fire Chief Ed Mullen came 
forth to explain R-165-3/22 – A 
contract with Skyland Area Fire 
Equipment and Training for 
Firefighter Turnout Gear in an 
amount not to exceed $90,311. 
“This would be just for coat and 
jackets which will be 27 sets. 
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We expect them to last 5 years. 
We are still using rescue packs, 
but they need to be replaced in 
about a year.”
   Green explained R-166-3/22 – 
A contract with EIG Sports for 
the purchase of uniforms and 
equipment in an amount not to 
exceed $30,000. “This will be 
for our youth.”
   Green then explained R-168-
3/22 – Determining the form 
and other details of not exceed-
ing $2,020,000 bonds for the 
city of Perth Amboy and pro-
viding for their sale to the New 
Jersey Infrastructure Bank and 
authorizing the execution of 
various agreements all pursuant 
to the New Jersey Water Bank 
Financing Program.
   Green said, “This is a short 
term to a 40-year financing sew-
er separation, separating State 
Street, Parker Street, and James 

Street. The American Rescue 
Funds can be used as well as 
some community grants. We 
have $8.4 million more money 
coming in May. We have also 
applied for $100 million in 
State Funds.”
   Luis Perez Jimenez, Direc-
tor of Operations at the USA-
PA (Utility Service Associates 
Perth Amboy) Middlesex Water 
Company) talked about R-169-
3/22 - An emergency contract 
with Pumping Services for the 
purchase of a bypass pump 
to use at the Second Street 
Pump Station in the amount of 
$53,056.24. 
   “The pump that we are get-
ting is fairly new which will 
maintain. In the long run, it is 
cheaper because it will cost us 
$15,300 a month to rent one.”
   Jimenez then talked about 
R-170-3/22 – A contract to Rap-
id Pump and Metering Services 
in an amount not to exceed 

$20,000 for maintenance and 
repairs of the Frequency Drive 
Pump.
   “This has to be fixed in place 
or replaced. 
   For R-175-3/22 - A Person-
to-Person transfer of Plenary 
Retail Consumption License 
held in the name of Caribbean 
Dugout to La Playita Sports Bar 
effective March 31, 2022.
   City Clerk Kupsch said, “This 
is an existing license held by a 
father and son.”
   Council President Bill Pet-
rick spoke up and stated, “We 
should be hearing more about 
the El Patio Bar and what hap-
pened from former Law Direc-
tor Peter King.”
Public Portion:
   Resident Ken Balut spoke 
in person first. He asked, “Are 
there any tax increases?”
   Green replied, “No.”
   Balut then asked, “Any tax in-
crease from the School Board?”

   Pabon answered, “Yes.” 
   Balut wanted to know who 
represented the city (when it 
came to PILOTS).
   Green responded, “The CFO, 
PARA, and Tax Assessor.”
   Balut continued, “If we keep 
giving PILOTS to billionaires, 
the state will stop giving us 
money. This has got to stop. 
We have a lot of problems with 
density, illegal housing, and 
PILOTS should be a part of 
the mayor’s State of the City 
Speech. I want to know if there 
was illegal housing in two re-
cent fires. I still see busses park-
ing illegally. The mayor should 
discuss illegal housing and how 
the American Rescue Funds 
were spent or will be spent.”
   Resident Vince Mackiel came 
up next. He was concerned how 
the new proposed housing units 
will affect traffic, especially the 
intersection of Smith Street and 
Convery Boulevard. “A traf-

fic study is needed. We need to 
know the exact amount of what 
the city will receive and the 
county. Charging stations are 
needed as well as better trans-
portation.” He then turned his 
attention to R-156 and R-157 
which had to do with grants 
for emergency food and shelter 
services. “It was a half million 
dollars that were given out 6 
months ago for food and shelter. 
The Office of Economic Devel-
opment Director said the Salva-
tion Army was looking to have 
shelters in town. Specialists are 
needed, but shelters are needed 
more.”
   Fire Chief Ed Mullen came 
up and said, “The fire on Sec-
ond Street – there were units in 
the attic where the building was 
destroyed. The other fire – there 
was no illegal housing. If we 
find illegal housing, it is report-
ed to Code Enforcement.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres spoke 
up, “15 years ago, a homeowner 
died in a house that had ille-
gal housing. An ordinance was 
created because of that fire. An 
ordinance should be created 
so that illegal property can be 
seized. Strategy Group said il-
legal housing is a problem. 
Now, we have people displaced. 
Homeowners can repair their 
units, then sell after repairing 
them.”
  Mullen continued, “If you see 
something, report it.”
   Torres said, “We can’t’ have 
residents policing.”
   Pabon spoke up, “The fire on 
Spruce Street was a car fire. You 
should contact the insurance 
company, especially when it 
comes to illegal units, because 
they may drop the homeowners’ 
insurance and this will be a stop 
to illegal housing.”
   Petrick replied, “When Code 
Enforcement was under Hous-
ing, it was more strict.”
   Torres concluded, “A house 
was recently purchased. The 
new homeowner probably knew 
there were illegal units already 
existing.”
   Petrick then suggested we 
look into the Jersey City Ordi-
nance (involving illegal hous-
ing).
   A Resident from 130 Broad 
Street came up to speak. She 
spoke only in Spanish, so a city 
employee translated for her. 
“This resident received a letter 
from Code Enforcement that 
she had a (private) school bus 
parked illegally on her property. 
I lived here for 40 years, and 
I’ve had that bus parked on my 
property for 15 years and this is 
my only source of income. The 
bus is parked in my driveway.”
   Pabon spoke up, “Code En-
forcement is going throughout 
the city to see what commercial 
vehicles are being parked in 
private driveways. This woman 
was lucky she got away with 
this for 15 years, but now they 
are starting to crack down.”
   The woman said, “I have 
talked to other people who also 
park school busses in front of 
their home or in their driveway 
and I am the only one who had a 
summons.”
   Pabon also said, “Some busi-
nesses are charging people to 

*Continued on Page 19
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Press Release
SOUTH AMBOY — April showers bring May flowers, but they 
also bring a fun-filled month of programs at the Dowdell Library. 
   National Library week is the first week in April, but we cele-
brate all month long. Stop in and pick up a Scavenger Hunt game 
card, you can also log onto Dowdell.org to get the game card.  
Fill in your card and learn about the numerous online programs 
we offer. The digital scavenger hunt will run through April 30th. 
Complete your game card and enter to win a 3D printed charm!
   Do you want to be more financially savvy or be able to save 
more money but are unsure where to start? Money Smart Week 
is dedicated to educating and teaching individuals how to make 
their money work for them. You can visit www.moneysmart-
week.org and attend a new webinar Monday-Thurs the week of 
April 9-16, for free. Topics covered will include household bud-
geting, boosting credit scores, buying a home, and more! 
   The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meets on April 1 and 8. TAB 
is a teen-led club that invites local teenagers to get more involved 
at the library. TAB is for teens ages 13 - 17 that live in South Am-
boy. To join, please fill out an application at the library. 
   There will also be a teen lock-in on Friday April 29 from 4:30 
- 7:30pm. Teens ages 13 - 17 are welcome. There is no cost but 
space is limited. All participants need their parent / guardians 
to fill out a permission form at the library. There will be games, 
food, and of course fun! 
   In celebration of Earth Day, during the week of April 18, chil-
dren may stop in the library and plant a live flower to take home. 
The program will run from April 18 - 22 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm 
daily. 
   Storytime will take place on Monday, April 4 from 10:30 – 
11:30 am and April 18 1:00 – 2:00 pm.  Ms. Maryanne will read 
stories play games, and there is always a fun craft. 
   Please stop in anytime this month to view our newest art dis-
play. Local artist and illustrator Cella Mahoney is a whimsy 
watercolorist that brings emotions to life in the quirky way she 
paints characters, color relationships, and lines. Her work has 
been featured in National Geographic Kid's Magazine, and she 
has a Catholic greeting card line. Her art will be on display 
through April at the Dowdell library but can also be viewed and 
purchased on her website, cellabellailluminations.com.
   Please check dowdell.org and the library’s social media pages 
for the latest up-to-date information on upcoming programming.
   Library Hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am - 8 pm, 
Wednesday & Friday 10 am - 5 pm, and Saturday 12-4 pm. Com-
ments, queries, compliments? Please visit www.dowdell.org, or 
contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org. 
The library is located off John O’Leary Blvd, adjacent to South 
Amboy Middle High School.

April Showers at Dowdell 

Brainfuse Help Now at Dowdell

Press Release
SOUTH AMBOY — Have you heard of Brainfuse Help Now? 
It's a free online tutoring and learning website offered at Dowdell.
org. Brainfuse Help Now is designed for all individuals, children 
in grades K-12, and includes numerous adult learning programs.
   Resources for school-age individuals include powerful study 
tools, homework help, and live academic support. Brainfuse pro-
vides live tutoring and homework help in all core academic sub-
jects, including math, science, social studies, writing, English, 
and language arts.
   Adults have access to job search tools and live job coaches. 
Veterans can utilize professional resume reviews and free anony-
mous help figuring out a career path. Adult learners that need to 
prepare for the GED can take practice tests, build skills, and so 
much more! 
   Visit Dowdell.org today and click on the Brainfuse logo. All 
you need is your library card number to access the site. 
   Library Hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am - 8 pm, 
Wednesday & Friday 10 am - 5 pm, and Saturday 12-4 pm. Com-
ments, queries, compliments? Please visit www.dowdell.org, or 
contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org. 
The library is located off John O’Leary Blvd, adjacent to South 
Amboy Middle High School.

Bag Bingo
PERTH AMBOY – Bag Bingo Tricky Tray Raffle & 50/50. Mi-
chael Kors, Coach, Kate Spade, Dooney/Bourke, Arcadia & Ma-
rio Valentino. Friday, April 8, 2022. Doors open at 6 p.m. Game 
starts at 7:30 p.m. $30 per person (11 bingo games, plus one spe-
cial bingo/3 bingo cards per game). Includes a ticket for door 
prizes. Complementary coffee & cake. St. John Paull II Parish, 
St. Stephens School, 500 State St., Perth Amboy. For more infor-
mation, call 732-826-1395 or 732-485-9367. 
   *No one under the age of 18 is allowed to play*. No refund of 
any kind. If more than one player is found to be the winner on 
the call of the same number in the same game, the designated 
prize will be divided as equally as possible and when the divi-
sion is not possible, substitute prizes whose aggregate value will 
not exceed that of the designated prize will be awarded, but such 
substitute will be of equal value to each other.
   ID: 387-1-39661; RA: 4272 RA: 4273 BA: 1061

Woodbridge Public Library Events

Some of our programs this month will be in-person although 
most will be virtual. Please make sure to check which format 
the presentation will be presented in.

April 4  |  3PM  |  Main Library (In-person)
Mystery/Thriller Book Club
Join us for an in-person discussion of The Maidens by Alex Mi-
chaelides. No Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12155&backTo=Cal
endar&startDate=2022/04/01

April 5  |  7PM  |  Main Library (Hybrid)
Wills & Estate Administration-Protect Your Family And 
Make Planning Easy
Join guest speaker Kenneth Vercammen, Managing Attorney 
from Kenneth Vercammen & Associates, for this comprehen-
sive seminar. Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12293&backTo=Cal
endar&startDate=2022/04/01

April 12 |  7PM  |  Main Library (Hybrid)
Natural and Organic Gardening
Learn how to manage your flower bed, shrubs, trees, lawn, and 
vegetable gardens with minimal, if any, use of synthetic chemical 
additives. Presented by Rutgers Master Gardener Pat Donahue. 
Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.info/
signup/EventDetails?EventId=12307&backTo=Calendar&startD
ate=2022/04/01

April 19  |  7PM  |  Virtual Program
10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer's 
Join the Alzheimer's Association Greater New Jersey Chapter to 
help you recognize common signs of the disease in yourself and 
others and next steps to take, including how to talk to your doctor. 
Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.info/
signup/EventDetails?EventId=12310&backTo=Calendar&startD
ate=2022/04/01

April 26  |  7PM  |  Virtual Program
Holocaust Survivors Speak
In order to remember, and most importantly, learn from the past, 
the Holocaust Council of the Jewish Federation of Greater Me-
troWest has offered its Survivor Speak program. We will hear 
from a Holocaust survivor followed by a question-and-answer 
session. Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12453&backTo=Cal
endar&startDate=2022/04/01

April 30  |  Iselin Branch Library
Meet the Author: Deepti Paikray
Middlesex County author and resident Deepti Paikray will read 
and discuss her new book, Stories at My Doorstep. More details 
to come about this event can be found on our calendars!

Movies at Main | Fridays at 2PM 
Join us every Friday at 2PM to catch a free movie! This 3-week 
series is themed is Sci-Fi Movies!

Computer Classes
Our Free computer classes are at the Main Library are back! 
Classes are offered at various times and cover different topics 
such as... 
- Introduction to Computers
- Microsoft Office 365 Word 
- Microsoft Office 365 Excel 
- Microsoft Office 365 Publisher
- Microsoft Office 365 PowerPoint  
Registration is required!

Annual Friends Book Sale!
Sept 23 - Sept 26 | Main Library
The Friends of the Libraries of Woodbridge Township Annual 
Book Sale is back! Friends of the Library members get special 
early bird access on Thursday evening! Join early or right at the 
door!

Try our new app, WPL on the Go!
www.woodbridgelibrary.org
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram!

Thank you for your support!
Woodbridge Library Programming Department

Woodbridge Public Library
1 George Frederick Plaza,
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095

Wind Creek 
Casino Trip

San Salvador Seniors
PERTH AMBOY - The San 
Salvador Seniors are spon-
soring a bus trip to Wind 
Creek Casino, Bethlehem, 
P.A. on Thursday, April 
7, 2022. Bus will depart 
from behind St. Stephen's 
Church (St. John Paul II) 
Parking Lot on Mechanic 
Street, Perth Amboy at 11 
a.m. Cost: $35 per person; 
$25 back in slot play For 
more information, call Joe 
at 732-826-0819. Masks are 
required to be worn on the 
bus.
   You Must Reserve Your 
Seat! You must pay before 
you board the bus.

Wind Creek 
Casino Trip
Good Shepherd

Seniors
HOPELAWN - Good Shepherd 
Seniors is sponsoring a bus trip 
to Wind Creek Casino, Bethle-
hem, Pennsylvania on Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022, Cost is $35 with 
$25 back in play. Bus leaves our 
parking lot at 10:00 a.m. For 
more information, please call 
Connie at 732-442-4978.

Position
Available

PERTH AMBOY - ZONING 
OFFICER – Perth Amboy 
(Middlesex County). Seeking 
Full Time Zoning Officer. Must 
have three (3) years Zoning Of-
ficer experience or equivalent, 
clean driver’s license. Position 
responsible to enforce zoning 
and property maintenance laws 
and regulations. Submit resume 
and cover letter via e-mail to: 
Employment@perthamboynj.
org”
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South Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade, South Amboy 3/20/22
*Photos by Paul W. Wang

*For more Photos of the South Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade, go to www.amboyguardian.com
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Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine, City Hall Circle, Perth Amboy 3/15/22
*Photos by Katherine Massopust & Paul W. Wang

By: Katherine Massopust
PERTH AMBOY – On Tues-
day, March 15, 2022, the com-
munity of Perth Amboy held a 
prayer vigil to pray for Ukraine. 
The vigil was organized by the 
city of Perth Amboy and As-
sumption Catholic School. 
Over a hundred people gathered 
at city hall circle in support of 
Ukraine. Participants included 
Mayor Helmin Caba, members 
of the Perth Amboy City Coun-
cil, local politicians, students 
from Assumption Catholic 
School, and citizens of Perth 
Amboy and surrounding com-
munities. 
  The vigil began with Prin-
cipal of Assumption Catholic 
School Mrs. Lissette Shumny, 
who spoke of the generosity 
of the community which has 
been incredible. She stated that 
many donations were received 

toward the humanitarian fund 
for Ukrainian aid. Mrs. Shumny 
stated that the school has unit-
ed in prayer daily for the last 
3 weeks to pray to the Blessed 
Mother for peace in Ukraine. 
She gave a brief history of the 
Perth Amboy Ukrainian Com-
munity, “The Ukrainian Catho-
lic Community has gathered 
to worship in the City of Perth 
Amboy since 1908 at its origi-
nal location on Wayne Street. 
Our current church, the Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on Alta Vista Place was 
built in 1952 by Ukrainian im-
migrants which established 
themselves in our city. In 1963, 
our school (Ukrainian Assump-
tion School which was later 
renamed Assumption Catholic 
School) opened and has been 
a staple in this community. 

It has served as an important 
foundation in many families 
lives as they entered Assump-
tion Catholic School to edu-
cate their children. These same 
children have become pillars 
of the community of whom 
we are immensely proud. Cur-
rently, our demographics have 
added a beautiful diversity to 
our school, yet our Ukrainian 
Catholic identity is at the root 
at who we are. We need your 
generosity and support. Pray for 
the nearly 3 million Ukrainians, 
mothers, children, and refugees. 
Pray for the soldiers that stood 
their ground against all odds. 
Pray for the world leaders that 
they find the strength and guid-
ance to help put an end to this 
unprovoked attack.”
 Fr. Michael Morgan, Priest at 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
Perth Amboy gave the opening 

prayer. “We need to pray for 
peace among the nations of the 
world. Let us pray for peace on 
earth.”
   NJ Legislative District 19 
Assemblywoman Yvonne Lo-
pez offered her remarks, “We 
are here to offer our collective 
support to people of Ukraine to 
this evil attack on democracy.” 
She denounced the Russian air-
strike on a maternity hospital 
intentionally killing women and 
children. “Despite these horrors 
and against all odds the Ukrai-
nian people are holding strong 
in their determination to remain 
a free and sovereign nation. I 
am proud that our country and 
our state has taken action to 
block the Russian government 
in every turn to make sure that 
they do not engage in the world 
economy while waging a sense-
less war. I urge everyone to pray 

for the people of Ukraine - for 
the brave men and women on 
the front lines fighting for free-
dom and the loved ones they are 
fighting for. Let us all pray for 
an end of this conflict and for 
the recovery of the Ukrainian 
people.”
   Members of the Assumption 
Catholic School choir sang a 
hymn to the Blessed Mother.
   The next person to speak was 
Mayor Helmin Caba who rec-
ognized the members of the 
City Council, County Commis-
sioners, and other politicians 
who were present to unite in 
the power of communal prayer. 
He cited the definition of local 
leaders, “Our job is to protect 
our residents and provide ser-
vices to preserve the best life 
in our cities. We are to serve 

Perth Amboy Community Gathers for Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine

*Continued on Page 19
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Updates on City Services, Grants Amongst Topics Discussed
3/28/22 Caucus

*Continued from Page 15

park in their lots and bypass-
ing city parking. I won’t be 
surprised if more people come 
in to complain about the same 
thing.”
   Torres stated, “In Sayreville, a 
firefighter successfully sued the 
city because of vehicles parking 
illegally and engines running 
with diesel fumes near where 
he lives and it was affecting his 
health.”
   Councilman Petrick piggy-
backed off of Torres’s remark, 
“With all the warehouses and 
trucks, it is causing health prob-
lems here.”
   Petrick also suggested, “If the 
woman has a garage, maybe she 
can park the bus inside it.”
   Torres agreed, “If it is not a 
diesel bus, she should put it in 
her garage.”
   Code Enforcement Director 
Irving Lozada spoke via Zoom, 
“We have distributed several 
letters to people who have been 
parking busses illegally and 
given them a 30-day grace pe-
riod. The law is across the board 
for everyone.”
   Resident Sharon Hubberman 
spoke via Zoom. She talked 
about the PILOTS, air pollu-
tion, and quality control issues 
with idling of vehicles. “With 
695 new apartments, you are 
looking at 1400 additional cars. 
Multi-families will inhabit 
these apartments which means 
more traffic congestion and pol-
lution. It will be a strain on our 
system and adding to health is-
sues. Advisory Boards are be-
ing ignored. The Rent Leveling 
Board has tried to stabilize rent 
and has sent suggestions to the 
council. I hope the resolution 
we proposed to the council will 

be on the next agenda. Please 
heed our concerns affecting the 
present and the future.”
   Petrick responded, “We have 
looked at your suggestions. In 
the past, landlords have burned 
and neglected their buildings 
due to not being able to sustain 
them because of low rent, espe-
cially going from 5% down to a 
3% yearly increase of rent.”
   Resident Maria Garcia spoke 
via Zoom. She also referenced 
Ordinances No. 3 and No. 4 
(PILOTS). “If we have a huge 
surplus, why are you giving 
tax extensions instead of giving 
money back to the taxpayers? 
Most builders do not live in the 
town where they have their proj-
ects. The more people we bring 
in, we have to provide more 
services, classroom sizes will 
increase. I pay more in taxes for 
my empty lot than my home be-
cause we don’t have the land. I 
agree with Councilman Torres 
that the Arts Council should be 
more involved when it comes 
to anything to do with the arts. 
We are wasting money putting 
artwork on the Outerbridge pil-
lars.”
   A resident on High Street on 
Zoom wanted more informa-
tion on the two PILOT Projects 
coming up. “What kind of tax 
abatement will they be given, 
and what kind of jobs will they 
provide?”
  Petrick responded, “If you 
go online, you will see all of 
your questions answered on 
the backup material provided. 
The jobs will be associated 
with the building. There will be 
construction jobs. When that is 
completed, all the jobs for those 
two apartment buildings will be 
inhouse jobs. Each PILOT has 
separate agreements, but the 

maximum amount of years for 
any PILOT is only 25 years.”
Council Comments:
   Councilwoman Rose Morales 
had no comments.
   Councilman Joel Pabon said, 
“We need a traffic study for 
Riverview Drive. The lights 
have gone out underneath the 
(Victory) bridge, and there are 
car and truck traffic and a lot of 
blind turns.”
   Acting Police Chief Larry 
Cattano came up to speak, “The 
original bypass was for Raritan 
River Steel. In the last year or 
two, DPW Supervisor Danny 
Cleaver has been talking about 
getting the lights fixed down 
there.”
   Petrick asked, “Who is re-
sponsible for the lights, since it 
is our roads?”
   Cattano said, “The property on 
the east side is state property.”
   Petrick suggested that we may 
need speed bumps. 
   Councilman B.J. Torres spoke 
up and said, “We had 4-way 
stop signs put in the intersection 
of Grant and Patterson Streets. 
We need more oversight, so we 
don’t put people in hazardous 
positions when we are putting 
in these developments.”
   Councilman Pabon continued, 
“I sent out an email regarding 
the proposed firehouse on Am-
boy Avenue. The owner of one 
of the properties said he got 
a letter from the city to fix his 
property.”
   B.A. Green said, “The state 
got involved to check to see if 
that is a proper place for a fire-
house and we need to get a re-
sponse from the state.”
   Law Director William Opel 
then said, “The issue is that in 
November 2020, the apprais-
als did not include an interior 

inspection which put the prop-
erty owner in a bind. We are 
pulling the offer right now but 
reserve the right to do eminent 
domain.”
   Petrick said, “If the owner 
decides to do improvements, 
we may need to pay him more 
money if we decide to take the 
property.”
   Opel said, “Either way, we 
have to send the property owner 
that letter.”
   Petrick said, “We own the 
other property and invested in it 
and had drawing and appraisals 
which were faulty.”
   B.A. Green said, “My mother 
used to say, you don’t want to 
throw good money after bad.”
   Petrick continued, “Some-
one thought the initial property 
was good for a firehouse. There 
were other properties that we 
had that were good locations 
for a firehouse. There is not too 
much land left. Notify the prop-
erty owner that we are still in-
terested in this property.”
   Pabon continued, “We stopped 
the owner from investing, but 
he is still paying taxes on it. We 
dropped the ball again. I saw 
detailed renderings on the new 
firehouse, and I thought it was 
done deal. How much have we 
spent so far? I also want to say 
that Second Street hasn’t been 
this clear for a long time, and 
hopefully it will stay that way. I 
want to make sure all the parks 
are ready to be used for the kids 
and all the residents to enjoy.”
   Councilwoman Milady Teje-
da, “We were excited about get-
ting a new firehouse. Now, we 
are finding out that the appraisal 
was not done correctly. Now, 
we are waiting for the state to 
approve the plans. Was this 
done in the past?”

   Law Director Opel respond-
ed, “The appraiser said that 
he was not aware that this ap-
praisal was being based on the 
condemnation of the property. 
It is for public need, and there 
are more details needed and no 
– we don’t always have to go to 
the state.”
   Tejeda then thanked the Li-
brary Board of Trustees for 
inviting her to participate on 
a panel with other women. “I 
was amazed by their jobs and 
their struggles. I am glad to see 
events happening at the library 
and look forward to seeing 
more events there.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres said, 
“I met with Dianne Roman 
(Head of Human Resources) 
about the expansion of Health 
Services and the environmental 
impact on our city. Hopefully, 
we can get our own Health De-
partment in the city. I am also 
requesting that starting in May, 
that members of the various 
municipal boards come in to 
give updates on their activities 
and to answer any questions 
that we may have.”
   Council President Bill Pet-
rick said, “I want to thank the 
marines, and the Marine Corps 
League and Sergeant DeJesus 
for the escort for my father’s 
funeral. They do this on a regu-
lar basis. I want to thank all for 
their concerns and condolences 
which includes the Clerk’s Of-
fice and my fellow Council 
Members.”
   The Council went into closed 
session at 8:13 p.m. No further 
action was taken. All Council 
Members were present in per-
son.

Perth Amboy Community Gathers for Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine
*Continued from Page 18

our communities and represent 
our residents to preserve their 
welfare. We are to serve our 
community to preserve their 
wellbeing.” Mayor Caba spoke 
of the sorrow of the people of 
Ukraine. “Imagine leaving all 
your belongings, your home, 
your job, your community – all 
of it - leaving it behind. Their 
reality serves as a reminder to 
each and every one of us that 
we should not take our freedom 
and our liberties for granted. We 
are a diverse community made 
up of many different back-
grounds, cultures, religions, and 
beliefs. There is so much that 
divides us, yet there is so much 
that unites us, and perhaps noth-
ing is more important than our 
shared beliefs on democracy 
and freedom. Today we stand 
united in support for peace with 
the Ukrainian people in prayer 
for the protection. We remain 
humble by their remarkable 
courage. We stand in solidarity 
for peace and for freedom.”
   Assumption Catholic School 
Student Kiera Colon read a 
poem.
   Mrs. Shumny explained that 
the significance of the Mole-
ben Prayer Service which be-
gan in the beginning of the 20th 

Century in Ukraine. “It honors 
Mary, the mother of God, which 
is usually said during the month 
of May, but we will honor her 
now for the love of Ukraine.”
  Mrs. Shumny introduced Fr. 
Ivan Turyk, Pastor at Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church of the As-
sumption in Perth Amboy. Fr. 
Ivan began, “It is painful to see 
forces of darkness at work.” He 
quoted the Gospel of John 1:5 
“The light shines in the dark-
ness and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” Fr. Ivan continued 
“What is going on in Ukraine is 
very dark, but each candle that 
is lit at today’s vigil, reminds all 
who gather that Jesus Christ is 
the Light of the World and who 
brings Hope and Peace to all 
of us even in the midst of the 
darkness of war. I ask you to 
light the candles. They are made 
from the beeswax, the same 
ingredients from Ukraine, the 
Breadbasket of Europe which 
flows with honey and milk. It 
is so prosperous and good. We 
stand here together to pray for 
my motherland Ukraine, and I 
am so proud and honored that of 
my adoptive land of the United 
States of America who gave us 
so many opportunities to my 
fellow immigrant Ukrainians 
to participate in today’s service 
to show that the voice of the 

Ukrainian people cannot be si-
lenced by the munitions of the 
Russian army. We pray for the 
ceasefire and the withdrawal of 
the Russian occupants.  We pray 
to the Blessed Mother of God 
for her to intercede on her be-
half to our Lord Jesus to bring 
an end to the war in Ukraine.” 
Fr. Ivan Turyk then led the vigil 
in the prayer of the Moleben.
   After the Moleben, Assump-
tion Catholic School Alumni 
Apryl Coffman Shumny sang a 
beautiful rendition of “Via Do-
lorosa”.
   Mrs. Anna Maria Kukuruza, 
the Second Grade Teacher at 
Assumption Catholic School 
and parishioner at Ukraini-
an Assumption Church gave 
a brief history of Ukraine. 
“When someone says: “Glory to 
Ukraine,” you respond, “Glory 
to its heroes!” She explained 
giving the Ukrainian transla-
tion.
   Mrs. Kukuruza continued, 
“I am here today to talk to you 
a little about courage. I am a 
second-generation Ukrainian, 
which means my grandpar-
ents came here from Ukraine. 
My family and I have always 
been active participants in the 
Ukrainian American Commu-
nity. We have never been shy 
when talking about our Ukrai-

nian background or explaining 
where Ukraine is. We are proud 
of our Ukrainian ancestry. Our 
families were forced to leave 
our beloved homeland to escape 
during World War II and never 
to return for fear of retribution. 
Being courageous was instilled 
in us to never forget what we 
left behind, our country, cul-
ture, and language. Twenty days 
ago, Russia illegally invaded 
the independent country of 
Ukraine. Millions of Ukrainians 
have become displaced refu-
gees. Prior to February 25th, 
Ukraine had a total population 
of 40 million people. To put it 
in perspective, it would be as if 
the entire city of Los Angeles, 
the second most populous city 
in the United States would just 
up and leave. Families leaving 
everything behind with nothing 
but a backpack on their backs 
to leave home for safety. Oth-
ers are staying behind to pre-
serve what has and always been 
rightfully theirs. If there is any 
word to describe Ukraine or its 
people, it is “Courage”. Olena 
Zelenska, wife of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
described the blitz of Russian 
missiles, especially the death of 
at least 71 children as genocide. 
We are no strangers to that. In 
1932, Russia tried to eliminate 

Ukraine by hunger, a genocide 
called the Holodomor (forced 
famine), yet we survived, and 
we have courage because we re-
fuse to let history repeat itself. 
We here today must have cour-
age. We must no longer silently 
observe like we had for decades 
during the Russian regime 
where you cannot express your 
opinions and beliefs in peace, 
where the nation has turned into 
slaves. We must have courage 
and understand that Ukraine is 
not only protecting itself, but 
also Europe and the world’s 
shared values. We must have 
courage in our convictions to 
help in any way we can. So of-
ten we have seen the power of 
prayer. Our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine need our help more 
than ever.”
   Fr. Michael T. Chendorain 
from St. John the Baptist Or-
thodox Church gave the ending 
prayer. Students from Assump-
tion Catholic School then sang 
another hymn. Fr. Ivan Turyk 
then led the vigil singing “God 
Bless America” and then the 
Ukrainian National Anthem. 
“The glory and freedom of 
Ukraine has not yet perished”. 
This ended a beautiful evening 
of prayer.
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Criterions for Successful Telemarketing
There are countless numbers of do's and don'ts to successful tele-
marketing. Although the goal is to sell your product and/or ser-
vice, you must understand and respect that there is a process or 
journey towards that endeavor.  The reality is that it is human 
nature to get turned off by a sales call.  We have all been there, 
that is why it is important, as a telemarketer, to put yourself in the 
place of the recipient, and that means to give that
person a reason to want to listen to you.  Your other choice, if 
you can't devote the time or it is not your forte, is to hire or out-
source telemarketing specialists.
A successful telemarketer will do the following in order to sell 
your product:
1. Know your products and services so they can start educating 
potential clients
2. Express themselves in a positive and enthusiastic fashion.  Be-
lieving in your brand and getting others to believe in it as well.
3. Telemarketers must begin with an attention getting introduc-
tion, continue on with an engaging middle and close with a call 
to action.  They are ready for objections with an arsenal of open-
ended questions that they respond to with thoughtful consider-
ation.
4. They are good listeners, speak with clear and professional 
voices and ask for the best time to follow-up. 
5. They call the Decision-Maker at times they expect the Gate-
Keeper to be absent, such as before 9:00am, lunchtime or after 
5pm.
6. A sale is usually not made instantly.  A telemarketer knows to 
be patient and stay consistent with using these concepts. As they 
continue, they begin to build relationships and trust that will cre-
ate a climate to draw new business for their clients.

Nothing is impossible when working with professional telemar-
keters!
   Milton J. Paris, is President of the Monroe based consult-
ing firm Getting Ahead in Business whose motto is “nothing 
is impossible.” No company is too small or too large for him 
to achieve rapid results in their business development. For 
the past 15 years, Milton Paris has been the host of Getting 
Ahead in Business on Fox Sports New Jersey 93.5/1450am 
every Sunday at 11:00am. The only business radio talk show 
in New Jersey.

Contact Milton: 732.306.0040 
email: milton@gettingaheadinbusiness.com
www.gettingaheadinbusiness.com

Nothing is impossible when working with professional telemar-
keters! Nothing is impossible when working with Milton Paris! 

Getting Ahead in Business By Milton Paris

Milton Paris

25 Crenshaw Ct.,
Monroe, NJ 08831 

Phone: 732-306-0040
Email: miltonjparis@yahoo.com
www.gettingaheadinbusiness.com

Used Clothing 
Drop-Off Shed

 Sponsored By:
First Presbyterian 

Church with the Help 
of Turnkey

Enterprises, LLC
SAYREVILLE - Location: 172 
Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872 
(Parking Lot). Items Accepted: 
All clothing, shoes, belts, purs-
es, blankets, linens, and stuffed 
toys. (Your donation will not 
be cut up or shredded). (Please 
no rags, fabric scraps, pillows, 
rugs, toys, or household goods, 
please understand that the 
above-mentioned items are a 
hardship and expense to dispose 
of.)
   Turkey Enterprises LLC is 
a for-profit company that part-
ners with non-profit organiza-
tions in communities to help 
support their fundraising needs 
by recycling unwanted clothing. 
The clothing collected is used 
as clothing – not cut into rags. 
Turnkey services each location 
and pays the sponsoring organi-
zation by the pound for the un-
wanted items. www.turnkey-
enterprises.com
   ***Help us keep your dona-
tion clean and dry*** Please 
put your donation in plastic 
bags. Thank you.

Friends of the 
Perth Amboy
Library Book 
Sale Return!

PERTH AMBOY - The Friends 
of the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library are once again having 
a book sale every other Satur-
day from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. 
at the Brighton Avenue Com-
munity Center/Teen Center at 
the corner of Brighton Avenue 
and Sadowski Parkway in Perth 
Amboy. I know many people 
have been starving for reading 
material for these long months 
we were at home. We will be 
wearing masks and providing 
hand sanitizer and bags if need-
ed. We also insist that anyone 
coming to peruse our collection 
also wear a mask. Paperbacks 
are $.50, hardcovers are $1, $5 
for a bag full, oversize bags or 
boxes are $10, no lawn or gar-
bage bags. We have best sell-
ers by popular authors that are 
like new. The money we raise 
goes to support the library with 
providing programs, promoting 
literacy or to provide funds to 
the library with their needs be-
yond their budget. We are now 
accepting donations. We look 
forward to your visit.
   For more information email 
us at friendsofperthamboyli-
brary@gmail.com, or call us 
at 201-381-1903 and like us 
on Facebook. Dealers are wel-
come. We are also welcoming 
new members.

Journey To The Cross
PERTH AMBOY - We invite you to join us for an Easter Holy 
Week excursion, Journey to the Cross, a guided meditative 
prayer-walk. We hope this evening will give you space to reflect 
on the events of Jesus' crucifixion that you find the experience 
unique in a meaningful way.
   We are going to hold the Journey on Thursday, April 14 & Fri-
day April 15 doors open at 5:30 p.m. The last tour is at 7 p.m. On 
Saturday, April 16 hours are 3-5p.m. Experience displays that 
invoke:
1) The Garden
2) Betrayed by Judas
3) Condemned by Pilot
4) Denied by Peter
5) Whipped and Mocked
6) Nailed to the Cross
7) It is Finished
8) Buried in a Tomb
9) Letting Go
10) Communion
   Why do we do this? In this stressful world, we give people an 
opportunity to stop and meditate on the essence of Easter, and 
the Salvation that Jesus brought. We extend an invitation to All 
and to those who don't have a church to worship please join us in 
the future. This is a Free event; people from all walks of life are 
welcome. Magyar Reformed Church, 331 Kirkland Place, Perth 
Amboy, NJ, For more information, call 732-442-7799. Parking 
is available in the church parking lot behind the church on the 
Wilson Street side.
  Good Friday 4/15/22 service at 7 p.m. 

A Poet Remembers
What he missed most of local diners, long vanished,
More than waitresses who almost always blushed,

Or praised him outright for his good looks, 
More than oversized desserts, even more

Than the background voices of real people
Speaking plainly of real things,

Was the way those ever glistening coffee mugs,
Hefty, smoothly heavy and reassuring,
Always seemed to be there to impart

Their familiar feel of solidity and calm,
Their look of permanence, security without end,

Into his hands, into his soul,
Like the hand of an old faithful friend.

Sometimes tan, but more often a shaded white,
It made little difference to him

Whether they stood there nearly empty,
Or still brimming to the top,

Still wafting their magic aroma
From stool to stool, from wall to wall,

Like a vague but unmistakable promise
Of still better things to come.

By Jerry Shonda

You’re Invited to Sunday Worship
PERTH AMBOY - Please join us on Sunday mornings:  9:00 
AM for English Worship and Sunday School; 10:30 AM for 
Hungarian Worship and Sunday School
   Rev. András Szász – Pastor; Organ Prelude - Richard Russell, 
Organist. We Extend an Open Invitation to All!
   Magyar Reformed Church, 331 Kirkland Place, Perth Amboy, 
NJ - 732-442-7799; www.mrchurchnj.org
   Parking behind the church on the Wilson Street side.
   Good Friday 4/15/22 service at 7 p.m.

Join Us for Holy Week at
St. John’s Lutheran Church

PERTH AMBOY - Join Us for Holy Week at St. John’s Luther-
an Church.
April 10th - Palm Sunday with Communion and the distribution 
of Palms
April 14th - Maundy Thursday
April 15th - Good Friday with the Service of the Shadows
April 17th - EASTER with Communion and refreshments after 
the service
All services will be at 10 am at 664 Amboy Ave. Perth Amboy, 
NJ. Regular Sunday service are also at 10 a.m.  All Invited!

Easter at the
Cathedral International

PERTH AMBOY – An unforgettable Worship Service – Lov-
ing – Lifting – Liberating. Sunday April 17, 2022, at 277 Madi-
son Ave., Perth Amboy at 6 a.m., 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Livestream, Facebook Live, YouTube Bishop Donald Hillard, Jr. 
D.Min., Senior Pastor. www.cathedralinternational.org 

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653
1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959
Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com

Law Office of
ERALIDES E. CABRERA

Abogado

                        Specializing In    
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Prayer to St. Jude
Prayer to St. Martha 

The Dominator

A Petition to St. Jude

LOOKING BACK

Answers

From Puzzle
On Page 23

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

PERTH AMBOY – PAHS Chair of the Science Department and Biology Teacher Anton J. Massopust 

with a student on one of many class trips to the Pine Barrens circa 1980's. 

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Remember to

Say Your Novenas!

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 
Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or at the 
Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth Amboy - 732-442-3000 
or at: www.amazon.com  A Great Gift! Get it now along with 
Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@
gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject line 
and explain why your pet is special. Please include 
Name and Phone# for verification.

Pets of the Week 

PERTH AMBOY - Please open your heart and home to these 
little angels rescued from Brace Avenue in Perth Amboy. They 
need love and a chance. This kitty or another will be waiting pa-
tiently for you. Can't adopt, then become a foster. Each kitty is 
fixed, vaccinated to age, dewormed, deflea’d, tested for FIV and 
leukemia, microchipped and fully vetted. Visit Allforthepaws.
org for adoption application and email to Vmoralespps@yahoo.
com.  Donation fee applies. Upon approved application, adop-
tion will take place at adopter’s home. Rescue will transport. 
Text 1.732.486.6382 for questions.

Patron Saint of Servants, Single 
Laywomen, Servers, House-
wives, and Cooks
   Let us begin, In the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
   Saint Martha, I resort to thy 
aid and protection. As proof 
of my affection and faith, I of-
fer thee this light, which I shall 
burn every Tuesday. Comfort 
me in all my difficulties and 
through the great favors thou 
didst enjoy when the Savior 
was lodged in thy house, in-
tercede for my family, that we 
be provided for in our necessi-
ties. I ask of thee, Saint Martha, 
to overcome all difficulties as 
thou didst overcome the dragon 
which thou hadst at thy feet. In 
the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
(Mention your request here)
Saint Martha, pray for us.
(Say 1 Our Father,1 Hail Mary, 
1 Glory Be) E.N.Y.

To be said when problems arise 
or when one seems to be de-
prived of all visible help, or for 
cases almost despaired of.
Most holy Apostle, St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Je-
sus, the name of the traitor who 
delivered our beloved Father 
into the hands of His enemies 
has caused you to be forgotten 
by many, but the Church honors 
and invokes you universally, as 
the patron and invokes you uni-
versally, as the patron of hope-
less cases, of things almost de-
spaired of.  Pray for me, I am so 
helpless and alone. Make use I 
implore you, of that particular 
privilege given to you, to bring 
visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of.  
Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the 
consolation and help of heaven 
in all my necessities, tribula-
tions and sufferings, particu-
larly (Here make your request) 
and that I may praise God with 
you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise, O blessed St. Jude, to 
be ever mindful of this great fa-
vor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, 
and to gratefully encourage de-
votion to you. Amen.  
Thank you, Saint Jude A.L.S.

Annual Cabbage & Noodle Sale
PERTH AMBOY - St. John’s Evg. Lutheran Church is having 
a cabbage & noodle sale. Orders taken March 1st through April 
9th. Pick up will be at 664 Amboy Ave (use the side door on 
Meredith St.) on Sunday April 10th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  
Contact Lorraine at 732-996-8860 or kookie.mc@gmail.com to 
place your order. Cost:  $6.00 for 1 pound or buy 3 lbs. or more 
save $1.00 per pound!

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world, 
now and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, have mercy on us. St. 
Jude worker of Miracles, pray 
for us. St. Jude, helper of the 
hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer nine times a day 
for nine days. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must 
be promised.
Thank you, St. Jude M.P.
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Movano Watch SS Mu-

seum Style Mint Condition 

$75 Firm. 732-540-5351

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar. 

Good for young child - 

$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric Heater 

Radiator. Was $65 Now 

$20 New Never Used. 732-

547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 
$75; Oak End Table $50 

732-570-9732

Safe Combination 21" High 

13 1/2" wide on wheels $75 

732-634-1851

Nice Bard & 2 Stools $35; 
"Free" Washer - Works 

Great; Love Seat $30 - 732-

670-6649

Three Window AC's 

5000BTU, 5000BTU, 

8000BTU; $50; $75; $50 

732-636-3345

Gold Carnival Glass Col-

lector Plate (5th Day of  

Christmas) $25 732-673-

6305

Hardly Used Bird Cage 16" 

x 16" x 24" $40 - 732-689-

6178

Custom Jewelry $5-$10; 

Sled $25; Sports Memora-

bilia $10; Dream Catcher  

Cane $15 - 732-713-0536

Gold Chandelier - Six 
Lights - Excellent Condi-
tion - $30 - 732-721-7186

Tires - Firestone M&S 
LT275170R 18 Two $10 

Each 732-727-1772

LP's Cassettes, CD's DVD's 

$1.00 each; Radio, CD $20 

- 732-261-4703

Electric Husky Power 

Washer 1750psi - Good 

Condition $75 - 732-277-

4635

Umbrella - Patio, needs 

cord and iron stand. $30 - 

732-283-0975

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner 

Mint Condition $45 - 732-

290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-

reo System - Dog Bed $65 

ea. 732-293-0151

Older New Toy Trucks Su-

noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess 

$20 Each or B.O.  - 732-

316-5092

Good working Washer 

-Whirlpool - $75; 2 power-

washers $75; 1 lawn mower 

with bag $75 (both just 

tuned up) 732-335-8837

Pancake Air Compressor 3 

Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-

1551 - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Melmac Plates, saucers, 

bowls, never used plastic 

glasses $25 732-442-0151

Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 

$25 - 732-442-1093

Bicycle Tire Deluxe Foot 

Pump Color coded gauge 

$10 - 732-442-5806

Sayreville Bombers 14 KT  

Charm - $75 in Box; can 

add Specialty Sport Charm, 

etc. - 732-525-2405

For Sale

Lawn Mower - Sears - 

Self Propelled Mulcher 

- no bag 6.75 HP - $45 

732-727-5056

Miller Beer Electric Pen-

dulum Clock $10 - Bud-

weiser Mugs $10 - 732-

727-8417

White wicker settee with 

cushion $60 732-735-

2179

Powerlift for motorcycle 

$75 - must pick up. Please 

call 732-738-7074

Dining Hutch - Wood 
- Good Condition $50 
- Self Pick-up 732-826-
6324

Free Firewood. Must pick 

up and cart away. 732-

826-8024

100% Pure Nice Zealand 

Wool Rug 122x170 Bur-

gundy Pattern $60 848-

242-2152

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-
sonic LX Sport Twelve 
Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 
B.O. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for 

Harley Sportster - Great 

Condition $65 - 908-590-

8885

Power Lift $75. Wing 
Chairs, Sofa, End Tables, 
Lamps, Microwave $10-
$50 - 908-803-9623

Children's Sports Lamp 
w/shade. Really cute, BB, 
FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-
670-4908

Tell Our AdvertisersTell Our Advertisers

YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 

you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 

form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 

most perfect household, foster 

father of Jesus and guardian 

of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 

concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 

your powerful intercession 

with God, you obtain for me all 

the help and graces that I need 

for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare and in particular, the 

special favor I now ask there 

mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 

St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 

behalf will be heard by God 

and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 

my greater good. Thank you St. 

Joseph, for having responded to 

my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 

Jesus be adored, glori-

fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 

and forever. Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 

pray for us. St. Jude, helper 

of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 

Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 
Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 
Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.
   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 
Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!

Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 
one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 

for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Here

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Junk Removal

Photography

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Ancient Order
of Hibernians

271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ
Seating Limited to Governor's Directive

Great for: Birthdays, Retirement,

Christenings, Communion Parties, 

Baby or Wedding Showers

$450 Plus Refundable Deposit
Call: 732-721-2098

Hall for Rent

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Photos by the Bay
All your Photography Needs 

Under One Roof
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Baby or Wedding Showers

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots
Photo Restoration/Digitization
Graphic Design

732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Parking Spots

Cars, Vans, 
Pickup Trucks, 
Landscaping 

Trailers, Small 
Boats on Trailers 

Parking Spots

Storage Available 

862-762-9226

Sayreville

Location
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This Week in the Civil War

 160 Years Ago
April 6, 1862 – April 19, 1862

By Phil Kohn

Phil Kohn can be reached at USCW160@yahoo.com.
    In western Tennessee, on April 6, 1862, Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston launches his 44,000 Con-
federates at Ulysses Grant’s unsuspecting Union force, camped at Pittsburg Landing. The name of 
a small church in the vicinity gives the ensuing two-day bloody battle the name it is widely known 
by in the North: Shiloh. While the Confederates have successes on the first day, they are poorly 
organized. The arrival of Federal reinforcements allows Grant to counterattack on the morning of 
the second day, forcing the Confederates to retreat to Corinth, Mississippi. The toll of 13,000 Union 
casualties and 10,700 Confederates shocks both nations: the numbers are greater than those of the 
American Revolution, the War of 1812 and the Mexican War combined. In addition, Confederate 
Gen. Johnston is mortally wounded on the first day, the highest-ranking officer of either side killed 
in action during the war. Confederate command is assumed by Gen. Pierre Beauregard.
   After months of maneuvering by Federal naval vessels and ground troops led by Brig. Gen. John 
Pope, the Confederate garrison of 7,000 defenders at Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River near 
New Madrid, Missouri, surrenders on April 7. The loss of Island No. 10 represents a serious break 
in the Confederate defense of the Mississippi. In the New Mexico Territory, Col. Canby’s combined 
Union force nears Albuquerque, lightly defended by 200 Confederates and three cannon.
   On April 8, Sibley’s Brigade, whose supply train had been destroyed at Glorieta Pass in March, 
leaves Santa Fe, New Mexico Territory, in a retreat down the Rio Grande Valley toward Albuquer-
que.
   Federal troops pull out of Jacksonville, Florida, on April 9, with Confederates quickly moving in 
and emplacing an artillery battery in the city. In New Mexico, Sibley’s Confederates begin arriving 
in Albuquerque from Santa Fe, reinforcing the garrison there.
   At Savannah, Georgia, Fort Pulaski, which guards the city, on April 10 comes under fire from 
Federal long-range, rifled artillery situated across the Savannah River on Tybee Island. The masonry 
fort is no match for the powerful Union shells and is heavily damaged. Some 360 Confederates are 
taken prisoner and the fort’s 40 guns are captured.
   On April 11, Maj. Gen. Henry Halleck — overall Federal commander in the West — arrives at 
Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, to organize the “Grand Army” that has collected there. With a force 
comprising the combined troops of generals Grant, Buell and Pope (who has arrived from New Ma-
drid), Halleck intends to follow up the victory at Shiloh by moving on Gen. Beauregard’s Confeder-
ate positions at Corinth, Mississippi. Meanwhile, a Federal force under Brig. Gen. Ormsby Mitchel 
— capitalizing on the fact that there are few Confederate troops between Corinth, Mississippi, and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee — captures Huntsville, Alabama.
   At Big Shanty, Georgia, on April 12, a group of 21 volunteer Federal soldiers led by a civil-
ian, James Andrews, steals a locomotive (“The General”) and three cars of its train in a plan to 
burn bridges and wreck the tracks of the Western & Atlantic Railroad, which runs between Atlanta 
and Chattanooga. However, the train’s conductor follows in three different locomotives (including, 
lastly and most famously “The Texas”) and foils the plan in what becomes popularly known as “The 
Great Locomotive Chase.” Andrews and seven of his volunteers are captured and executed. The 
others escape or are captured and later paroled. The first-ever Medals of Honor are bestowed upon 
some of the U.S. soldiers who survive the raid. In New Mexico, Sibley’s Confederates begin heading 
southward from Albuquerque. They have 20 days’ food and one day’s ammunition for the 240-mile 
trek to Mesilla, the capital of the Confederate Arizona Territory. Lacking the resources to support 
the taking of prisoners, Col. Canby’s Union force does not engage the Confederates, but shadows 
them southward.
   Union forces take Decatur, Alabama, on April 13. In the Far West, the main body of Col. James 
Carleton’s California Column of roughly 2,350 Union infantry, cavalry and artillery begins heading 
eastward from Fort Yuma, California. On the same day, Arizona Ranger Lt. Jack Swilling arrives in 
Tucson and reports that his detachment ran into Union Army forward elements at Stanwix Station, 
about 80 miles east of Fort Yuma. Based on that information, Capt. Sherod Hunter posts 10 Arizona 
Rangers as pickets at Picacho Peak, about 50 miles to the northwest. From that high ground, the 
Confederates can observe the surrounding, flat countryside for miles.
   Being exceedingly low on ammunition, Brig. Gen. Sibley on April 14 moves his Confederate 
column to the west side of the Rio Grande, while Canby’s Union force continues to shadow him on 
the east bank.
   In New Mexico, the forces of Sibley and Canby catch up with each other on April 15 at the village 
of Peralta, strung out for around a mile along both banks of the Rio Grande. The two sides begin fir-
ing at each other across the river, but the thick-walled adobe structures provide good cover and mini-
mize casualties. Finally, a thick sandstorm ends the action. The Confederates withdraw and continue 
their movement southward. Farther west, forward elements of the Federal California Column learn 
of Confederates in the vicinity of Picacho Peak and plan a two-pronged attack on the position on 
April 15. The plan: Two small diversionary cavalry detachments will attack from the east and south 
while the main body of troops will attack from the north. For some reason, Lt. James Barrett of the 
1st California Cavalry doesn’t wait for the main body to approach or even for the other diversion-
ary detachment to attack from the south, but instead prematurely leads his diversionary detachment 
of 12 troopers into thickets at the base of Picacho Peak from the east. There, he and his men are 
ambushed by the waiting Arizona Rangers that had been posted there as pickets. Following fierce 
and confused fighting that lasts over 90 minutes, Barrett and two of his troopers are killed and three 
more are wounded. Three Arizona Rangers are captured and taken prisoner. The Union cavalrymen 
retreat (with their prisoners) and rejoin the still-approaching main body. Thinking they are facing a 
larger Confederate force than is the case, they all take flight back to the Pima Indian villages, some 
107 miles away. The remaining seven Arizona Rangers return to Tucson and warn Capt. Hunter of 
the Union soldiers’ arrival. The fighting at Picacho Peak is considered the farthest-west battle of the 
Civil War.
   After several weeks of preparation, Confederate President Jefferson Davis on April 16 signs into 
law a bill that will require a military draft in the Confederate states of men between the ages of 18 
and 35; service will be for three years. In Alabama, Tuscumbia is captured by Brig. Gen. Ormsby 
Mitchel’s Federal troops. In Washington, President Lincoln signs into law a bill that bans slavery in 
the District of Columbia.
   Caught between Col. Edward Canby’s shadowing force behind him and the strong Fort Craig 
— which he had bypassed on his way north — ahead of him, Brig. Gen. Henry Sibley on April 17 
abandons his wagons and horses, leaves his wounded to the mercy of Col. Canby, and has his men 
head west on foot into the rugged and hostile Magdalena Mountains to bypass Fort Craig.
   Attempting a move on Richmond, Virginia, from the south, a Federal force is defeated at South 
Mills, North Carolina, on April 19. After its retreat from Picacho Peak in Confederate Arizona Ter-
ritory, the forward element of the 1st California Cavalry arrives at the Pima Indian villages (near 
present-day Phoenix) and establishes Fort Barrett nearby, named for the Union officer killed at 
Picacho Peak.

Soy Awesome 
BOGO Sushi 
Deal for Lent

EDISON - The Lenten season is 
right around the corner, which 
means many will be swapping 
meat for fish on Fridays, begin-
ning March 4th.
   In case you’re considering a 
round-up of meat-free deals, I 
wanted to let you know about 
Stop & Shop’s sushi offer for 
the Lenten season. Stores with 
a fresh sushi department will 
offer buy one roll, get one for 
50% off throughout the Lenten 
season.
   Rainbow, shrimp tempura, 
salmon avocado, California – 
and many more made fresh in-
store daily, the mix and match 
options are endless.

St. John’s
Orthodox Church 

Winter/Spring 
Pierogi & Cake 
Sale Schedule

PERTH AMBOY - Orders for 
Potato/Cheese and Jalapeno 
Cheddar Pierogi at $10.00 
a dozen may be called in on 
March 7, 8, &9 to 732-826-7067 
between 9:00 AM and 12:00 
PM.  Orders may be picked up 
on March 15 or 16, 2022 after 
2:00 PM at 404 Division Street, 
Perth Amboy. NJ
   Orders for Cakes (Walnut, 
Poppyseed, Prune (Lekvar), and 
Apricot at $14.00 each by call-
ing in March 28, 29, & 30, 2022 
to 732-826-7067 between 9:00 
AM and 12:00 PM.  Orders may 
be picked up on April 6 or 7, 
2022 after 2:00 PM at 404 Divi-
sion Street, Perth Amboy NJ
   Orders for Potato/Cheese and 
Jalapeno Cheddar Pierogi at 
$10.00 a dozen may be called 
in on May 9, 10 & 11, to 732-
826-7067 between 9:00 AM 
and 12:00 PM.  Orders may 
be picked up on May 17 or 18, 
2022 after 2:00 PM at 404 Divi-
sion Street, Perth Amboy. NJ
   Please be sure to call early be-
fore we meet our quota.

South Amboy 
Seniors

SOUTH AMBOY - The South 
Amboy Senior Citizens club is 
looking for new members. Any-
one 60+ years old that lives in 
South Amboy or has a 08879 
zip code is eligible to join. The 
meetings are the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month at 12:00 Noon at 
the Senior Building on Stevens 
Avenue. Come have fun and 
join the members for lunch and 
see if you're interested in join-
ing the club. Social activities 
include trips to local shopping 
centers and restaurants, lunch 
and learn seminars, bingo, chair 
yoga, senior clubs, book club, 
Medical transportation within 
a 10 mile radius of town is also 
available. If interested or seek-
ing more information, please 
call or additional information 
please call the center at 732-
525-5960. Visit www.southam-
boynj.gov/page/senior-citizen 
for calendar of monthly activi-
ties.

Cruise Nights 
on Broadway

SOUTH AMBOY – Join us 
for fun, music, prizes, 50/50’s. 
Great people and their cars. 
2022 Cruise Nights on Broad-
way will be the second Wednes-
day of every month on May 
11th, June 8th, July 13th, Au-
gust 10th, September 14th, and 
October 12th from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. All parking on Broadway. 
Sponsored by the City of South 
Amboy. For more information, 
call 908-930-3497.

Lenten
Fish Fry's

SOUTH AMBOY – The South 
Amboy Elks, 601 Washington 
Ave, South Amboy are having 
Lenten Fish Fry’s starting Fri-
day, March 4th thru April 15th 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Eat 
in or take out. For more infor-
mation, call 732-727-7170 or 
find us on Facebook for a full 
menu.

Hungarian 
Homemade
Nut Rolls

WOODBRIDGE – Sponsored 
by the Lorantffy Women’s 
Guild of the Calvin Hungarian 
Reformed Church, Corner of 
School and N. James Streets, 
Woodbridge. Each individually 
hand rolled. Made from the best 
ingredients. Each weighing 1 lb. 
8 oz. Available in: English Wal-
nut, Poppyseed, Prune-Lekvar, 
Apricot, Raspberry-Seedless, 
and Pumpkin-Cheese. Price 
$18 each. Deadline for orders is 
Sunday, March 20, 2022. Pick-
up date: Saturday, April 9, be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the 
Fellowship Hall of the Church. 
Please use the Ross Street En-
trance. All orders must be paid 
in full upon ordering. Please 
call: Florette Pastor: 732-636-
2868 or Audrey Marciniak: 732-
494- 1431. 

Fresh
Hungarian

Kolbasz Sale
WOODBRIDGE - Made by the 
members of the Calvin Hungar-
ian Reformed Church, Corner 
of School and N. James Streets 
of Woodbridge on Saturday, 
April 9, 2022.  Place your orders 
with Audrey Marciniak: 732-
494-1431 or Florette Pastor: 
732-636-2868. Price: $7 per lb. 
Deadline for orders: Saturday, 
March 26, 2022. Orders may 
be picked up at the Fellowship 
Hall, Ross Street Entrance on 
Saturday, April 9, 2022, be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. If you 
are ordering Nut Rolls, you can 
also place your order for Kol-
basz at the same time. Please 
pay by separate checks.
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Woodbridge St. Patrick's Day Parade, 3/13/22
*Photos by Carolyn Maxwell

*For more Photos of the Woodbridge St. Patrick's Day Parade, go to www.amboyguardian.com
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Happy Easter!
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State of the City Address
3/29/22

*Continued from Page 6

will be enhanced with cutting-
edge technology to help pro-
mote the health and safety of all 
of its users.
•We also continue to honor our 
history with the newest County 
Park in honor of Thomas Mun-
dy Peterson.
   It includes a synthetic turf 
multi-use fields to host soccer, 
football, softball and baseball; 
and a stunning waterfront walk-
way.
•We also partnered with AARP 
and FitLot to build an outdoor 
fitness station at Dalton Park.
   Perth Amboy will also be 
making necessary updates to the 
Veterans Youth Memorial Com-
plex, the city’s largest park. 
Since its initial build, this will 
be the first time; the park will 
see significant field and tech im-
provements with an investment 
of over $5.5 million dollars. 
Combining modern technol-
ogy with the persistent need for 
open space, these enhancements 
will revitalize the park experi-
ence.
   We had many celebrations last 
year with groundbreakings and 
dedications. Added to the list 
was the naming of Washington 
Park Basketball Courts after 
Brian Taylor, a local legend and 
former professional basketball 
player with the Former New 
Jersey Nets, whom I had the 
honor to present with my very 
first key to the city. I want to 
thank our Office of Recreation 
for their responsive and creative 
ideas in park planning and rec-
reational programing.
   I’d also like to thank the lo-
cal business community for 
sponsoring our recreational 
leagues, programs, events and 
meals. Many of our local res-
taurants and businesses such 
as ETC Management, Target, 
Home Depot, Dunkin Donuts, 
and Domino’s Pizza play a vi-
tal role in supporting our city. 
I want to personally recognize 
Syed Zaidi, owner of Perth Am-
boy Dominos Pizza, for being 
the highest revenue generating 
franchise location in Central 
Jersey.
   As a former student-athlete, 
sports have had a tremendous 
impact on my life, creating life-
long lessons that I carry with 
me. 
On May 23rd, the Perth Amboy 
Soccer Club, U15 Wildcats, 
won the New Jersey Presidents 
Club Championship. As a re-
sult of winning the New Jersey 
Cup, the team went on to win 
the United States Youth Soccer 
- Eastern Regional Champion-
ship. This team has captured 
the hearts and minds of our city 
by putting Perth Amboy Soccer 
on a national stage. Their ef-
forts have brought our commu-
nity closer together through this 
amazing sport. We are grateful 
to the parents, coaches, and vol-
unteers for supporting the team 
and allowing them to represent 
Perth Amboy with honor and 
humility. We are so proud of our 
student-athletes. Join me with a 
round of applause for the Wild-
cats as the United States Youth 
Soccer Eastern Presidential Cup 
Champions and finalist of the 
National President’s Cup. 
   Today, another student-ath-
lete, Ahsia Torres, 107lb wres-

tler dominated her weight class 
with an undefeated record of 18 
and 0, and became champion 
for both the Greater Middlesex 
Conference and the New Jersey 
State Interscholastic Athletic 
Association. Ahsia Torres is the 
second state wrestling champi-
on in the City’s history and the 
first female to accomplish this 
feat. And this weekend she be-
came Amboy’s 1st High School 
All American after placing 
5th in the Nation. Please join 
me in congratulating Ahsia as 
NJ.com’s Girls Wrestler of the 
Year.
   There is a saying that there is 
nothing stronger than the heart 
of a volunteer, and that holds 
true to board appointments. I 
want to express my gratitude to 
the individuals on our boards 
for volunteering their time to 
improving our city. Thank you 
to all board members serving 
our Library, Planning, Zon-
ing, Redevelopment Agency, 
Housing Authority, BID, Green 
Team, Rent Control Board, His-
toric Preservation Commission, 
and Arts Council for their time 
and service to our city.
   We continue to invest in our 
city, including our history. It is 
essential to learn from it and 
examine the past to better the 
future. Our city tells a story of 
many lifetimes and generations, 
lasting far longer than you and 
I. I want thank, City Historian, 
John Dyke for telling our sto-
ries.
   Last year, the city unveiled 
the newest historical marker ac-
knowledging Perth Amboy, as 
one of 55 documented
U.S. Middle Passage arrival 
sites. I want to thank all in-
volved, including our residents, 
for securing the marking and 
educating the community about 
our past and promoting a more 
inclusive Perth Amboy. I also 
want to congratulate the mem-
bers of the Proprietary House, 
for not only their commitment 
to maintaining its history but 
also being a 2021 Historic Pres-
ervation Award winner from 
Preservation NJ. My vision is 
to revive our local history to a 
national platform and it is ex-
citing to announce the City of 
Perth Amboy will be part of the 
celebration for the 250th anni-
versary of the United States to 
take place in 2026. By preserv-
ing our history, embracing our 
future and celebrating the fabric 
of our diverse community we 
provide the finest programming 
and resources to our residents 
through our Department of Hu-
man Services.
   Thank you to the Office of Vi-
tal Statistics, the Office of Rec-
reation and the Office of Aging 
for providing programming that 
builds a stronger, healthier and 
happier Perth Amboy. I’d like 
to recognize some of our se-
nior friends who are with us this 
evening. In the coming weeks, I 
will be announcing the activa-
tion of the Mayor’s Advisory 
Board, the Mayor’s Wellness 
Campaign and Youth Advisory 
Council to create community-
based, supportive, and people-
centric initiatives allowing 
future leaders the ability to mo-
bilize and spearhead change.
   We continue to be a place 
where people come to try new 
ideas. Our predecessors invest-

ed in Perth Amboy, and as such, 
we must continue investing in 
our existing assets, maximizing 
their potential, and investing in 
our youth. The times we live 
in are truly extraordinary, and 
now, more than ever, our future 
rests on the talents, ideas, and 
ambition of our next genera-
tion of leaders. Our educational 
institutions provide the founda-
tion for us to thrive.
•Middlesex College, my alma 
mater
•Our Perth Amboy Public 
Schools,
•Middlesex County Vocational 
and Technical High School
•the Academy for Urban Lead-
ership,
•Middlesex County STEM 
Academy,
•Perth Amboy Catholic Schools 
and
•Ukrainian Assumption Catho-
lic School
   I would like to thank their 
staff and board members for 
their time and commitment to 
our youth. Revitalizing our li-
brary operations to meet the 
needs of the 21st century con-
tinues to be my priority as we 
work towards becoming a hub 
to connect people to people and 
people to information. As such, 
Perth Amboy was awarded $1.5 
million dollars by Congressman 
Pallone. Through our continued 
partnerships and working rela-
tionships we were able to secure 
these much needed funds to re-
hab the historic Perth Amboy 
Public Library, built-in 1903, 
with renovations and upgrades 
to meet our current needs. In 
addition, to our library renova-
tions, our 2022 budget also out-
lined specific capital improve-
ment investments upwards of 
$1.8 Million to strengthen our 
water infrastructure. With these 
investments, I uphold my com-
mitment to provide the very 
best that we have to offer our 
residents and business owners.
   We look forward to the an-
nouncement of Perth Amboy’s 
allocation from the Infrastruc-
ture Bill that will assist us with 
making our water cleaner and 
safer. I want to personally thank 
Congressman Pallone for his 
advocacy for the State of New 
Jersey, our City, our library and 
our water infrastructure.
   Over the past year, we’ve 
come a long way in working 
towards innovation, transfor-
mation, and accomplishing our 
goals illustrated through our 
city highlights in 2021. While 
there are still many challenges, 
I am proud of what we have ac-
complished together to position 
Perth Amboy for a better and 
brighter future. 
   Being mayor comes with 
many personal sacrifices, and 
I want to thank my family and 
friends for their support. Quiero 
agradecer a mis padres, Jorge y 
Gladys, por su apoyo incondi-
cional. Los quiero mucho.
   And to one of greatest gifts 
in my life, my wife, Wendy. I 
thank God every day for giving 
me such a loving, thoughtful, 
kind, and compassionate wife. 
I would not be the husband and 
father to our beautiful children, 
Adam and Audrey, that I am to-
day without your loving support 
and encouragement. I love you.
   I am also privileged to have 
my office staff dedicated to 

their work. They genuinely care 
about what they do. This is an 
exceptional team, and I am very 
fortunate to have them working 
for our city. Thank you Lisett, 
Isamar and Myrna for making 
my days easier. I would be re-
miss if I did not acknowledge 
the creative and forward think-
ing ideas of our Office of Infor-
mation Technology and our Au-
dio/Visual Team.
  Our city is no stranger to ad-
versity. And our resilience has 
prevailed once again. We hold 
tremendous promise and oppor-
tunity for the City of Perth Am-
boy and all who live here. An 
actual test of what our city will 
accomplish is still ahead and I 
will not be able to accomplish 
anything significant alone.
•Together, we put this pandemic 
behind us.
•Together, we ensure a safe 
community for everyone.
•Together, we embark on a jour-
ney to revitalize our historic 
community with innovation and 
technology.
•Together, we create more vi-
brant open spaces.
•Together, we build an inclusive 
economy with access to oppor-
tunity and shared growth for our 

businesses.
•Together, we create sustainable 
infrastructure investments.
•Together, we meet the chal-
lenge of this moment and make 
our city stronger and healthier 
AND
•Together we all RISE!
   The commitment and signifi-
cant contributions of our city 
employees should consistently 
be recognized. I’m grateful 
for your unrelenting support 
and dedication to serving our 
great residents. I look forward 
to working together to ensure 
Perth Amboy is a welcom-
ing and a well-maintained city, 
where streets and parks are 
beautiful, public safety is up-
held, tourism boosts our econo-
my, businesses thrive, and inno-
vation becomes a driving force 
to prosperity.
   As Henry Ford stated. Coming 
together is a beginning; keep-
ing together is progress; work-
ing together is a success. Join 
me to build a better and brighter 
future for Perth Amboy – TO-
GETHER!
   Thank you all for coming, 
God bless you all- Que Dios me 
lo Bendigas a todos.

Perth Amboy's Human Services Director 
Lauded on Assembly Floor

*Photo Courtesy of the Office of the 19th Legislative District

By: John Mooney of Tap into Raritan Bay
PERTH AMBOY, NJ - Dianne Roman, the new director of the 
human services department in Perth Amboy, was lauded on the 
Assembly floor this week for directing the local pandemic re-
sponse.
   Roman, who has served the city for 20 years in various leader-
ship roles in the public and private sector, was directly respon-
sible for creating and leading the city’s COVID-19 response, 
bringing together healthcare providers, community organizations 
and government services to increase testing, educate residents 
and strengthen the city’s resiliency measures.
   "Perth Amboy faced an especially challenging time during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, consistently leading Middlesex County in 
rates of infection and incidents of death," said Assemblywoman 
Yvonne Lopez, (D-19th Dist.) in presenting the Assembly reso-
lution.  "When vaccines became available, Dianne led the city’s 
vaccination campaign to increase vaccine rates, helping Perth 
Amboy go from one of the lowest rates in the county to achiev-
ing the strongest rate of improvement.
      Prior to becoming human services director in January, Roman 
served as the city's business administrator, operations officer for 
the Puerto Rican Association for Human Development and ad-
ministrator of the Perth Amboy Chamber of Commerce.
   "Thanks to Dianne’s leadership and hard work, Perth Amboy 
residents have been consistently informed and prepared through-
out the health crisis," Lopez said. "Her work continues to be in-
valuable to the City and we are all grateful for her leadership."
  Roman also served on the Perth Amboy Board of Education for 
11 years, until last month. She was appointed last month to the 
Board of Trustees of Middlesex College. She earned her under-
graduate degree from Rutgers College in New Brunswick.
   Roman has also volunteered for the Girl Scouts, for the NJ 
Sharing Network and for Raritan Bay Medical Center in Perth 
Amboy.
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PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

  

 

 

PERTH AMBOY - Great opportunity to become your own 
boss. Located in downtown Business area. All equipment in-
cluded on sale. Central air. $100,000

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

 

MIDDLETOWN - Garage was converted into a family 
room, buyer need to do due diligence. $439,000

PERTH AMBOY - Welcome to a great opportunity to be a busi-
ness owner with a amazing property that includes a 3-bedroom 
apartment on 2nd floor and your very own business of a fully oper-
ating Bar along with liquor license. The bar was completely reno-
vated, it has an amazing luxurious design with TV's, VIP seating 
area, a dance floor, DJ booth, 2 bathrooms, and so much more! 
This building has been 100% meticulously remodeled from top to 
bottom. No expense was spared. This is a very rare opportunity to 
own a corner property with so much potential! Thousands of cars 
pass by this building weekly coming over from New York right 
off the 440 highway. Take over the bar and business and cater it to 
fit your needs. Must come to see in person to truly appreciate all 
the details that went into the remodeling process of this property. 
Parking for multiple vehicles and two amazing garages for extra 
storage. Huge basement with everything brand new! The apart-
ment on the 2nd floor has 2 full bathrooms and 3 bedrooms! Come 
see asap! Will not last, showings starts 2/13/2022. $949,900

PERTH AMBOY - Very clean two family close to high 
school and most public transportation off street parking, 
separated utilities and much more. A must see. $454,000

PERTH AMBOY - Large warehouse space with endless pos-
sibilities. Landlord willing to subdivide space to accommodate 
all needs. $10,000

PERTH AMBOY - Showings start Saturday 3/5/2022, By 
appointment only through showing time. Beautiful starter 
home. Entire house fully renovated about a year ago. Laun-
dry room conveniently next to kitchen. Central Heat/A/C, 
full unfinished basement, waterproofed with secondary en-
trance from backyard. 1 block from waterfront and in front 
of elementary school. Come see, won't last. $315,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great 2 family investment opportunity in 
Perth Amboy, good condition, fully rented, separated utilities. 
$375,000

PERTH AMBOY - Don't miss this opportunity to expand your 
business or start fresh! Newly renovated 2nd floor unit features 
5 spacious office spaces, common area, small kitchenette and 2 
half bathrooms. Ready for immediate occupancy! you can also 
lease entire building for $6,000/month (1st floor has 1,820 sqft 
of warehouse/office space, 1 half bathroom and up to 10 vehicle 
private parking space available). $3,000 rental

Enrique Hernandez

Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS

Happy Easter from
Petra Best Realty!

PERTH AMBOY - This two-family lies in the hard to find 
section of Hopelawn close to most major highways, shop-
ping centers and Parks. Great opportunity here to live in one 
unit while renting out the other or could be a great invest-
ment. Separate utilities. Come & see today! Will not last!!!! 
$485,000


