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By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – Office of 
Economic and Community De-
velopment (OECD) Assistant 
Director Tashi Vazquez present-
ed their budget first. “There are 
four people in the office, includ-
ing myself. We also share of-
fices with the UEZ and the BID. 
We offer a diversity of services 
with a decrease in cost. So far, 
we have received $2.5 million 
for park improvements and Co-
vid related items. $1.4 million 
was received from HUD for 
Homeless Prevention Services. 
We also get funding from HUD 
to use for other various servic-
es. We help the Office of Aging 
in offsetting some of their costs 
and to help them with some of 
their housing. We have received 
$500,000 from the United Way. 
Some of this money was used 
for library renovations. We put 
out a request of $7 million for 
new money. Some of the money 
will be for historic renovations 
in city hall, road repairs, and 
transportation.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon asked 
Vazquez about some of the grant 
money that was on the handout 
given to the council provided 
by the OECD office. One item 
was about the NJ Department of 
Law and Public Safety Bolster-
ing Police – Youth Trust Grant 
Program. 
   Vazquez explained that it was 
for three bicycle events with the 
police and our youth. She then 
explained the money for the 
renovation of the Youth Com-
plex Facility and Rudyk Park. 
“Equipment is needed for our 
parks. With the Rose Lopez 
School, safety improvements 
were needed. The amount re-
quested for that was $650,000. 
It was a safety improvement 
route because students that at-
tended that school come from 
all over the city. There needs to 
be improvement with the light-
ing, the bumps, and the public 
schools gave us many students 
that either walk or use public 
transportation to get to the Rose 
Lopez School.” She then talked 
about some of the money re-
quested. “We need to make the 
parks more disabled friendly, 
and the Board of Education 
is taking looking to make the 
parks more friendly for disabled 
kids.”
   Someone questioned what 
group they are using to get these 
grants.

   Vazquez answered, “We are 
getting grants through the Mil-
lennium Strategy Group whom 
we pay $4,000 a month. They 
are consultants.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres asked 
if they would be able to put in 
more skate parks.
   Vazquez said, “We are hoping 
to relocate one of the skateboard 
facilities to the Second Street 
Park when it is finished.” She 
briefly talked about the Youth 
Complex Park (Located behind 
Wendy’s on Convery Boule-
vard). “It has not been updated 
since the 1980’s and it is heav-
ily used. Last year, we received 
a Congressional Award for the 
improvements to Washington 
Park. Any grant money that we 
received from HUD is managed 
by the OECD.”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
asked if there is any oversight to 
the make sure the grant money 
is spent for the purposes they 
were requested for.
   Vazquez responded, “The Pur-
chasing and Finance Depart-
ment and the B.A.’s Office also 
keeps an eye on our funding. 
We also applied for a $500,000 
grant from the DCA (Depart-
ment of Community Affairs) to 
acquire the Fink Park Property. 
We can follow up on updates on 
the Second Street Park and see 
if a portion of it can be set aside 
to add skateboarding to it.”
   Petrick then said, “I am im-
pressed with the money coming 
in through the OECD.”
   Vazquez added, “A portion of 
any grant money also goes to 
management.” She said, “The 
Second Street Park will also 
need additional site investiga-
tion. We are also looking at mu-
nicipal parking lots for putting 
in charging stations. We have 
the funding to add connections 
(for those stations). There are 
also requests that any residen-
tial buildings coming in to in-
clude charging stations.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
asked about the money from 
United Way for the Emergency 
Food and Shelter Program for 
$530,000.
   Vazquez explained, “It will 
help the Salvation Army and 
PRAHD to help stock their food 
pantries. They could also even 
hand out food vouchers. It will 
also help those organizations 
who help people when it comes 
to Code Blue Sheltering and 
Mental Health Services such as 

the YMCA, the Office of Hu-
man Services, and the Jewish 
Renaissance.”
   Judge Kenneth Gonzalez 
came up next to speak about the 
budget for the courts. “There 
are two aspects of the court 
system. One is personnel and 
the other one is the operating 
expenses. I am going to com-
pare the same 3-month time-
frame of January 1, 2021 thru 
March 31, 2021 to January 1, 
2022 thru March 31, 2022. Our 
budget last year was $91,650 
and for 2022 we are asking for 
$111,410. For 2021, we spent 
$30,000 for professional ser-
vices. For the first three months 
of 2022, we’ve already spent 
$50,000 so far this year. In the 
same timeframe (2021) for our 
contractional services, we spent 
$3,100. For the same timeframe 
of 2022, we have spent $3,260 
and this is for Zoom Services. 
The processed tickets that were 
written up by the Police Depart-
ment in 2021 was $91,660. This 
year, so far it is $111,410. In 
2020, the Supreme Court closed 
us down and we had reduced 
services. In 2021 we started 
using Zoom which was a big 
learning experience. For now, 
the Supreme Court wants Zoom 
to continue. I don’t know how 
likely that it will be used perma-
nently. When we had courts in-
person, we could move quicker 
due to less technical problems. 
We have a big backlog of cases 
and Zoom increased the number 
of cases. There are a lot of cases 
involving traffic, criminal, and 
restraining orders. Sometimes 
we will hear five restraining 
order cases in one day. In the 
timeframe of January through 
March 2021, the police is-
sued 5,068 parking tickets. In 
the same timeframe this year, 
they’ve issued 5,244. Moving 
violations went from 1,677in 
the three-month time period in 
2021. In 2022 it increased to 
1,865. In 2021 there were 541 
criminal cases and there are 702 
so far this year. We are looking 
to have additional court ses-
sions this year. Cases resolved 
have been threefold. In 2021 
from January through March we 
collected $188,000. So far this 
year, we’ve collected $343,598. 
We are still drowning in old 
cases and now we have new 
cases. If we added more court 

Former Mayor Wilda Diaz
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New Superintendent Introduced
4/20/22 Council Meeting

By: Katherine Massopust
SOUTH AMBOY - The first 
order of business was the Intro-
duction of the new Superinten-
dent of Public Schools in South 
Amboy. The outgoing Super-
intendent Jorge E. Diaz spoke 
first, “Thank you for the op-
portunity to address the mem-
bers of the council. Five years 
ago, our Middle High School 
ranked last in New Jersey. 
There was chronic absenteeism 
and a poor graduation rate. We 
did a number of presentations to 
the community in order to get 
the entire community behind 
the school system. There are a 
number of accomplishments we 
realize over the years. I want to 
thank the Board Members for 
their support which is critical 
to a Superintendent. Our pro-
ficiency in standardized tests 
went from 85.9% to 96.4%. The 
State Benchmark is 95%. A lot 
of the work with students main-
tained in the term of finances. 
The School was on the brink 
of bankruptcy. We needed a 
plan to get to our teachers. We 
immediately looked at Special 
Education and determined that 
too many of our special educa-
tion students went out of dis-
trict. 25% of the district budget 
was to out of district place-
ments. Why not have your child 
that is developmentally delayed 
be educated in our school sys-
tem? We settled another teacher 
contract all because of smart 
fiscally responsibility of the 
Board. Mayor Henry, you were 
available to new teachers’ ori-
entation providing guided tours 
of the community. The support 
you gave us as a former teacher 
and athletic director. Coun-
cil President Gross, anytime I 
called, you answered. Thank 
you for your support. Council-
woman Dato, you introduced 
me to this community. We’ve 
been friends for a long time.” 
Councilman Reilly, you were 
instrumental with the co-op 
program and Government Club. 
Your Chief of Police – any-
time I called the Chief Lavigne, 
he was available. He is will-
ing to jump in at all costs. He 
is an asset to this community. 
Glenn (Business Administrator 
Skarzynski), anytime I called, 
you answered. I cannot thank 
you enough.” Diaz then stated, 
“Let the Board President speak. 
When I met him, he was a stu-
dent representative. He finished 
his undergraduate in three years 
and finished two masters (with a 
scholarship) at Rutgers.”
   BOE President Patrick Walsh 
said, “With the old Superinten-
dent at Middlesex Vocational 
School, it was a different part-
nership to help us through the 
pandemic. We have a very spe-
cial school. Our Board was able 
to complete the process in less 
than ninety days. In the past, a 
search for a new superinten-
dent is a strain on a district. It’s 
a 90-day process starting with 
the New Jersey School Board 
Association, a job posting on 
the website so people can know 
there is a vacancy. 30 people ap-
plied. We looked at the top 15 
– what they would bring to the 
school district. We looked at the 
candidates and three things: an 

SOUTH AMBOY - (L to R) Board of Education Member John 
Dragotta, Board of Education President Patrick Walsh, Former 

Superintendent of Schools Jorge E. Diaz, Mayor Fred Henry, 

New Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frederick Williams, Board 

of Education Member Lynn Kasics, Board of Education Member 

Janet Kern   *Photo by Katherine Massopust

experienced program, success, 
and exploring diversity.”
  The new Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Frederick Williams 
came up to speak, “It is an hon-
or and a privilege. I will build 
upon what has been established 
and continue to move forward. 
I look forward to working with 
you.”
   Board of Education Mem-
ber John Dragotta came up to 
speak, “I want to thank Mr. 
Diaz for five years. It’s been a 
great 5-year run. We did a lot 
for this town. It was a pleasure 
to work on the Board with you.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross said, “Thank you, Mr. 
Diaz, you will not be forgotten.”
   Mayor Fred Henry said, “Pat, 
very well spoken. It’s unfor-
tunate when schools get beat 
up by people. We’ve had some 
graduates go to Princeton. All 
three of my children went to 
college and got a good start. 
If you want an education, you 
can get it. It was a great plea-
sure to present $300,000 worth 
of chromebooks. It shows what 
two entities can do for South 
Amboy. You have big shoes to 
fill.”
   Councilman Tom Reilly said, 
“I’d like to start up the co-op 
again and reinstate the Govern-
ment Club. We try to extend 
relationships with the city coun-
cil. It is up to us as a council, 
and we are making an effort to 
work with the Board of Educa-
tion.”
   Diaz then stated that the co-op 
program and Government Club 
were put on hold because of the 
pandemic.
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin said, “Welcome Dr. Wil-
liams to South Amboy.”
   Council Vice President Chris-
tine Noble said, “Welcome.”
   Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
said, “I express all my apprecia-
tion to Mr. Diaz to our commu-
nity. Dr. Williams, we believe 
that the Board chose wisely.”
   Diaz came back up to speak, 
“We have great teachers who re-
ally care a promise we made in 

five years – we passed the very 
first time the QSAC. We show 
we have an excellent school 
system.”
   Walsh then added, "When 
we voted to declare racism as a 
public health crisis, it was ahead 
of time. The CDC then declared 
this."
Council Comments:
   Councilman Tom Reilly said, 
“I want to thank the Food Pan-
try (Both Donators and Vol-
unteers) and First Responders.  
The ballfield will be completed 
ahead of schedule, and we will 
also do the softball fields. We 
need to promote our local busi-
nesses. When outdoor dining 
comes up, I am in favor of it. 
Anyone who wants to volunteer 
can come and volunteer. The 
Business Breakfast – is there 
someone from county to help 
revitalize Broadway?”
   Councilman Brian McLaugh-
lin said, “Can the sign on 
Broadway have advertisers?”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski said, 
“We can feature a Business of 
the Week.”
   Reilly added that local busi-
nesses can be featured on the 
city’s Facebook page.
   McLaughlin said, “The Amer-
ican Legion is selling bricks as 
a fundraiser.” He then asked 
about potholes and “The Hole 
in the Wall.”
   B.A. Skarzynski said, “If we 
put speed bumps in the alleys, 
this is an issue. They will lose 
their designation as an alley.”
   McLaughlin said, “Thank 
you to the food pantry and vol-
unteers.” He asked what the 
master plan for parking is and 
offered his condolences to the 
McCartney Family. "Pat Mc-
Cartney passed away. We all 
wish Dr. Williams good luck."
   Councilwoman Zusette Dato 
said, “There was another suc-
cessful Lunch and Learn on 
Brain Health and Aging. We 
had an amazing speaker. If you 
haven’t seen the ballfields, its 
going to be remarkable. There 

*Continued on Page 3
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Raritan Bay Area YMCA Kicks Off Summer 
with Annual Healthy Kids Day

Press Release
PERTH AMBOY, April 28, 
2022 — The Raritan Bay Area 
YMCA is hosting the Y’s annu-
al Healthy Kids Day® on Satur-
day, May 14th, 2022, encourag-
ing families to take a moment to 
help kids be kids and set them 
up for a summer of success. The 
family-friendly event is free and 
open to the public. 
   Healthy Kids Day will fea-
ture activities such as obstacle 
courses, soccer drills, family 
ZUMBA, and arts and crafts to 
motivate and teach families 
how to develop and maintain 
healthy routines at home. There 
will also be music, giveaways 
and, so much more. 
“At the Y, we believe in the 
potential of all children, and 
each day we work to help kids 
find that potential within them-
selves,” said Brenda Guilles, 
Senior Program Director at 
the Raritan Bay Area YMCA. 
“Healthy Kids Day is a fun, free 
community-wide event to kick 
off summer and remind us all 
how important it is for kids to 
stay active physically and men-
tally throughout the summer.” 
   Celebrating its 30th anniver-
sary in 2022, Healthy Kids Day 
is the Y’s national initiative to 
improve health and well-being 
for kids and families. The Y 
hopes to use the day to get more 
kids moving and learning, cre-

ating healthy habits they can 
continue while they’re away 
from the classroom. When kids 
are out of school, they can face 
hurdles that prevent them from 
reaching their full potential. 
Research shows that without 
access to out-of-school learn-
ing activities, kids fall behind 
academically. Kids also gain 
weight twice as fast during 
summer than during the school 
year. With all that’s going on 
in the world right now, Healthy 
Kids Day is a reminder to fami-
lies that we can help ensure all 
children have access to what 
they need to reach their full 
potential, even during out-of-
school time. 
Keeping Kids Healthy All 
Summer Long 
In celebration of YMCA’s 
Healthy Kids Day, the Y offers 
the following tips to help fami-
lies develop healthy habits this 
summer that can have a lifetime 
effect: 
• High Five the Fruits and 
Veggies – Make sure kids get 
at least five servings of fruits 
and veggies each day, the mini-
mum number nutritionists rec-
ommend for healthy childhood 
development. And to keep kids’ 
taste buds evolving, have every-
one in the family try at least one 
bite of a new fruit or vegetable 
at least once a month. 
• Read Together – The sum-

mer is a great time to enjoy 
books with summer program 
participants—and 30 minutes a 
day goes a long way! Take trips 
to the local library or create a 
family reading challenge to see 
who can log the most minutes 
of reading. Encourage youth to 
create their own stories as well. 
• Get Moving! – Activities that 
require movement also help 
kids flex their mental muscle. 
Use materials in unique ways: 
ask youth to build models, ma-
nipulate tools or develop their 
own theatrical scenes. 
• Play Together – Play may be 
the best way to prevent child-
hood obesity. By putting more 
play into your family’s day, you 
will soon find yourself getting 
the activity that will have your 
family feeling energized and 
strong. 
• Make sleep a priority – Doc-
tors recommend 10-12 hours 
of sleep a day for children ages 
5-12 and 7-8 hours per night 
for adults. Sleep plays a critical 
role in maintaining our healthy 
immune system, metabolism, 
mood, memory, and learning. 
   The Raritan Bay Area YMCA’s 
Healthy Kids Day takes place at 
357 New Brunswick Ave from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
   For more information, contact 
Vanessa Ibarra at 732.442.3632 
ext. 6526 or visit rbaymca.org

New Superintendent

Introduced
4/20/22 Council Meeting

*Continued from Page 2

is a lot of activity at Waterfront 
Park”
   Council Vice President Chris-
tine Noble asked when the Fer-
ry is starting.
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski an-
swered, “We meet every Tues-
day.”
   Council President Mickey 
Gross thanked the Firefighters. 
“What you do all year round is 
a lifelong dedication. We live 
in the greatest city in the world. 
The food pantry – great job!”
   Mayor Fred Henry thanked 
the County Commissioners for 
getting the parks revamped. He 
stated that there was a Beach 
Cleanup and more coming up. 
“Lunch and Learn is a good 
program for seniors. May 18th 
there will be a health seminar. I 
want to thank the Board Mem-
bers for being here tonight. At 
Sunday Mass we had an inci-
dent and a very quick response 
from the Police Department and 
First Aid Squad who took the 
man to the hospital.”
   B.A. Glenn Skarzynski stated 

that he got the specs for the new 
ambulance today. “As far as the 
parking issue, we are aware of 
an issue in the city. It is not a 
quick fix. We have some ideas 
on the table. On June 25th will 
be Asm. Speaker Craig Cough-
lin’s Bowling for Hunger at Ma-
jestic Lanes.”
Public Portion:
   Mary Szaro spoke first, “I’m 
glad to hear parking brought up. 
I will add to it. The 2017 Plan 
current parking model is partial-
ly congestive. There should be a 
public meeting to discuss park-
ing.  A great idea is for a Parking 
Management Survey. It will in-
clude residents in the decision-
making process. Any possibil-
ity the three lots on Broadway 
expanding? What can be done 
to serve both residents and busi-
nesses? If you don’t take them? 
(Two are owned privately and 
one is owned by NJ Transit).
   The council went into closed 
session with no further action 
taken. All council members 
were present. 

• Immigration

We are bilingual and have offices at:
708 Carson Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 

 Phone: 732 - 826-5020; Fax: 732-826-4653
1201 E. Grand St., Unit 3A, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

Phone: 908-351-0957; Fax: 908-351-0959
Email: ecabrera52@hotmail.com
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The Legacy of Henrietta Szold

*Letters to the Editor Continued on Page 8

A Cleaner
Environment 

Starts with
Everyone

   Let us celebrate Earth Day 
April 22nd all year long. Be-
sides recycling newspapers, 
magazines, glass, plastics, old 
medicines, paints and cleaning 
materials, there are other ac-
tions you can take which will 
also contribute to a cleaner 
environment. Leave your car 
at home. For local trips in the 
neighborhood, walk or ride a 
bike. As more people receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine, for 
longer travels, consider many 
public transportation alterna-
tives already available. De-
pending upon where you live, 
New Jersey Transit, New York 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority NYC Transit bus and 
subway, Port Authority Trans 
Hudson (PATH), Port Imperial 

ferry and other transportation 
providers may offer various 
options, such as local and ex-
press bus, ferry, jitney, light rail, 
subway and commuter rail ser-
vices. Most of these systems are 
funded with your tax dollars in-
cluding grants from the Federal 
Transit Administration. They 
use less fuel and move far more 
people than cars. Many employ-
ers offer transit checks to help 
subsidize a portion of the costs. 
Utilize your investments and 
reap the benefits. You'll be sup-
porting a cleaner environment 
and be less stressed upon arrival 
at your final destination.  
   Many employers allow em-
ployees to telecommute and 
work from home full and part 
time.  Others use alternative 
work schedules, which afford 
staff the ability to avoid rush 
hour gridlock. This saves travel 
time and can improve mileage 
per gallon. You could join a car 
or van pool to share the costs of 
commuting.  

   Use a hand powered lawn 
mower instead of a gasoline or 
electric one. Rake your leaves 
instead of using gasoline pow-
ered leaf blowers. The amount 
of pollution created by gasoline 
powered lawn mowers or leaf 
blowers will surprise you.
   A cleaner environment starts 
with everyone. 
Sincerely,
 
Larry Penner

(Larry Penner is a transporta-
tion advocate, historian and 
writer who previously worked 
for the Federal Transit Admin-
istration NY Region 2.  This 
included the development, re-
view, approval and oversight 
for grants supporting billions 
in capital projects and pro-
grams on behalf of the New 
Jersey Transit, MTA, NYC Tran-
sit, LIRR & Metro North Rail 
Roads and 30 other New York & 
New Jersey transit operators).

Legal Weed
in N.J. 
Creates

Quandary 
for Students, 

Schools
   On Nov. 3, 2020, New Jersey 
residents voted to legalize mari-
juana, and it took until April 21, 
2022, for the first recreational 
dispensaries to open in the state.
   So much has happened during 
the 17 months in between, nota-
bly the heated debates about tax 
rates, governing boards and cer-
tifying licenses. Some clear reg-
ulations were put into place dur-
ing that time, including those 
related to legal age and driving 
under the influence.
   But as an educator for 33 
years, my concerns are with 
what is not in place — issues 
that can affect our students and 
schools.
   Research and data have docu-
mented the developing brain be-
tween birth and five years old. 
We have also learned through 
the years that young children 
in households where an adult 
smoked tobacco were more 
likely to develop asthma and al-
lergies.
   The impact of secondhand to-

bacco smoke has become com-
mon knowledge. Has there been 
a discussion at any level how 
secondhand smoke from mari-
juana can impact brain develop-
ment? We are warning parents 
to keep their edibles away from 
children and pets. But where 
is the education messaging for 
parents on the impact of young 
children being exposed to par-
ents and adults who are legally 
smoking weed and about keep-
ing edibles out of reach?
   The state adjusted its current 
curriculum to include canna-
bis legalization. Do we have an 
educational program or messag-
ing for parents and the general 
public on what the laws are and 
the consequences for violating 
them?
   What procedures, if any, does 
an educator or school employee 
follow if a student comes to 
school with a “contact high”? Is 
this something that we will just 
accept as a consequence of le-
galization, or is this something 
school employees need to report 
— and if so, who do we report 
it to?
   School district policies have 
specific regulations on no-
smoking zones and coming to 
work under the influence of al-
cohol or drugs. Testing methods 
are defined and standards are 
established. To my knowledge, 
New Jersey has not conveyed 

any type of cannabis regula-
tions to school districts. Most 
districts will just add them to 
the existing policy. However, 
without clear guidance and 
standards related to marijuana, 
there will be disputes on what 
is deemed acceptable for the 
workplace.
   I realize that during this time 
frame between legalization 
and implementation, we were 
faced with the pandemic, but 
we found time and energy to 
work out the nuts and bolts of 
opening dispensaries. Gov. Phil 
Murphy said he is looking at 
a “legislative fix” that would 
prevent off-duty police officers 
from using marijuana. But I be-
lieve our students, schools and 
cannot wait another 18 months 
for policymakers to deal with 
these issues. We don’t need to 
reinvent the wheel: There are 
other states we can learn from, 
and all it would take is a phone 
call or an email.
   Passing and signing the legis-
lation was a financial and social 
win for New Jersey residents, 
but we all lose if we don’t have 
legal and safety procedures in 
place to protect our most valu-
able resource: our children.

Donna M. Chiera
President / American Federa-
tion of Teachers New Jersey 
(AFTNJ)

You're Having 
a Bad Dream

   Welcome to Mr. Biden's 
World “Obey and be Misera-
ble.” And another 33 BILLION 
DOLLARS for the war in the 
Ukraine with no peace talks - 

just keep the war going. Mean-
while, Americans are wonder-
ing how far they can survive 
from paycheck to paycheck. 
More working poor are going 
to those food banks or churches 
that give free meals. We hope to 
never see a homeless camp in 

town but then anything is possi-
ble. Those politicians on the left 
will tell us “Everything is fine”, 
“No need to panic”, “Just a bad 
dream you're having”.

Orlando “Wildman” Perez

Henrietta Szold
*Alexander Ganan - National 
Library of Israel, Schwadron 
collection

   In some countries such as 
Ethiopia , Mothers are celebrat-
ed for 3 days. Since Holocaust 
Remembrance Day is coming 
up, we thought it apropos to 
highlight Henrietta Szold who 
although had no children of her 
own, saved countless children's 
lives. The Jewish population of 
Israel used to celebrate Mother's 
Day on Shevat 30 of the Jewish 
calendar, which falls between 
30 January and 1 March. The 
celebration was set as the same 
date that Henrietta Szold died 
(13 February 1945) 
   Henrietta Szold was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, December 
21, 1860. She was the daugh-
ter of Rabbi Benjamin Szold of 
Hungarian birth, who was the 
spiritual leader of Baltimore's 
Temple Oheb Shalom. She was 
the eldest of eight daughters, 
and her younger sister Adele 
Szold-Seltzer (1876-1940) was 
the translator of the first Ameri-
can edition of Maya the Bee.
   In 1877, Henrietta Szold 
graduated from Western High 
School. For fifteen years she 
taught at Miss Adam's School 
and Oheb Shalom religious 
school, and gave Bible and his-
tory courses for adults. Highly 
educated in Jewish studies, she 
edited Professor Marcus Jas-
trow's Talmudic Dictionary. To 
further her own education, she 
attended public lectures at Johns 
Hopkins University and the Pea-
body Institute.
   In 1896, one month before 
Theodor Herzl published Der 
Judenstaat (The Jewish State), 
Szold described her vision of 
a Jewish state in Palestine as a 
place to ingather Diaspora Jew-
ry and revive Jewish culture. In 
1898, the Federation of Ameri-
can Zionists elected Szold as the 
only female member of its exec-
utive committee. During World 
War I, she was the only woman 
on the Provisional Executive 
Committee for General Zionist 
Affairs.
   In 1899, she took on the li-
on's share of producing the first 
American Jewish Year Book, of 
which she was sole editor from 
1904 to 1908. She also collabo-
rated in the compilation of the 
Jewish Encyclopedia.
   In 1902, Szold took classes in 
advanced Jewish studies at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. However, its rabbinic 
school was restricted to males. 
Szold begged the school's presi-

dent, Solomon Schechter, to al-
low her to study, he did only 
with the provision that she not 
seek ordination. Szold did well 
at the seminary, earning the re-
spect from other students and 
faculty alike. 
   Her commitment to Zionism 
was heightened by a trip to Pal-
estine in 1909, at age 49. Here, 
she discovered her life's mis-
sion: the health, education and 
welfare of the Yishuv (pre-state 
Jewish community of Palestine). 
Szold joined six other women to 
found Hadassah, which recruit-
ed American Jewish women to 
upgrade health care in Palestine. 
Hadassah's first project was the 
inauguration of an American-
style visiting nurse program in 
Jerusalem. Hadassah funded 
hospitals, a medical school, den-
tal facilities, x-ray clinics, infant 
welfare stations, soup kitchens 
and other services for Pales-
tine's Jewish and Arab inhabit-
ants. Szold persuaded her col-
leagues that practical programs 
open to all were critical to Jew-
ish survival in the Holy Land. 
She founded Hadassah in 1912 
and served as its president until 
1926.
   In the 1920s and 1930s, she 
supported Brit Shalom, a small 
organization dedicated to Arab-
Jewish unity and a binational 
solution. In 1933, she immi-
grated to Palestine and helped 
run Youth Aliyah, an organiza-
tion that rescued 30,000 Jew-
ish children from Nazi Europe. 
In October 1934, Szold laid the 
cornerstone of the new Roths-
child-Hadassah-University Hos-
pital on Mount Scopus.   Szold 

*Continued on Page 5
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IN FORDS:
COLONIAL RESTAURANT..................................... 366 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................211 FORD AVE.
ROOSEVELT’S DELI ....................................................684 KING GEORGE’S RD.
SUPER DUPER DELI III .............................................. 650 KING GEORGE’S RD.
IN HOPELAWN:
KRAUSZER’S................................................................683 FLORIDA GROVE RD.
IN LAURENCE HARBOR:
HOFFMAN’S DELI ............................................................... 5 LAURENCE PKWY.
IN MORGAN:
SOUTHPINE LIQUORS .................................................................467 S. PINE AVE.
IN PARLIN:
DAD’S ROYAL BAKERY..................................................3290 WASHINGTON RD.
IN PERTH AMBOY:
1ST CONSTITUTION BANK ......................................................... 145 FAYETTE ST.
ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER .................... 178 BARRACKS ST.
ALAMEDA CENTER ............................................................................ 303 ELM ST.

AMBOY CHECK X-CHANGE .........................................................321 MAPLE ST.

ANDERL  PC .................................................................................... 309 MAPLE ST.

THE BARGE .......................................................................................201 FRONT ST.

BAY CITY LAUNDRYMAT..................................................................738 STATE ST.
C-TOWN .............................................................................................272 MAPLE ST.

CEDENO’S PHARMACY ................................................................... 400 STATE ST.

CITY HALL ............................................................................................260 HIGH ST.
EASTSIDE DRY CLEANERS .............................................................. 87 SMITH ST.
FAMILY FOOT CARE ........................................................................252 SMITH ST.
FU LIN ................................................................................................... 79 SMITH ST.
HY TAVERN .......................................................................................... 386 HIGH ST.
INVESTOR’S BANK ........................................................................... 598 STATE ST.
JANKOWSKI COMMUNITY CENTER ................................................ 1 OLIVE ST.
KIM’S DRY CLEANERS ...................................................................... 73 SMITH ST.
LAW OFFICES ............................................................................. 708 CARSON AVE.
LEE’S MARKET .................................................................................. 77 SMITH ST.
LUDWIG’S PHARMACY .................................................................75 BRACE AVE.
NEW ELIZABETH CORNER RESTAURANT .................................175 HALL AVE.
PETRA BEST REALTY....................................................................... 329 SMITH ST.
PETRICK’S FLOWERS .......................................................... 710 PFEIFFER BLVD.
POLICE HEADQUARTERS ...................................... 365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
PORTUGUESE MANOR ........................................................................ 310 ELM ST.
PROVIDENT BANK ........................................................................... 339 STATE ST.
PUBLIC LIBRARY .....................................................................196 JEFFERSON ST.
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION ........................................................100 FIRST ST.
QUICK CHEK .........................................................................853 CONVERY BLVD.
QUISQUEYA MARKET .........................................................249 MADISON AVE.
QUISQUEYA LUNCHEONETTE ............................................ 259 MADISON AVE.
RARITAN BAY AREA Y.M.C.A. ................................365 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
RARITAN BAY MEDICAL CENTER ........................530 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SANTANDER BANK ............................................................. 365 CONVERY BLVD.

SANTIBANA TRAVEL ....................................................................... 362 STATE ST.
SCIORTINO’S RESTAURANT .................................473 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE.
SHOP-RITE .............................................................................365 CONVERY BLVD.
SIPOS BAKERY ................................................................................. 365 SMITH ST.
SUPERIOR DINER..............................................................................464 SMITH ST.
SUPREMO SUPERMARKET ...............................................................270 KING ST.
TORRES MINI MARKET ..............................................................403 BRUCK AVE.
TOWN DRUGS & SURGICAL ......................................................... 164 SMITH ST.
WELLS FARGO .................................................................................. 214 SMITH ST.
IN SAYREVILLE:
BOROUGH HALL ................................................................................ 167 MAIN ST.
SENIOR CENTER ................................................................................ 423 MAIN ST.
IN SEWAREN:
PUBLIC LIBRARY .............................................................................546 WEST AVE.
SEWAREN CORNER DELI ...............................................................514 WEST AVE.
IN SOUTH AMBOY:
AMBOY BANK ...........................................................................100 N. BROADWAY

BROADWAY BAGELS ...............................................................105 S. BROADWAY

BROADWAY DINER .. ................................................................126 N. BROADWAY 
CITY HALL .................................................................................140 N. BROADWAY
COMMUNITY CENTER ......................................................... 200 O’LEARY BLVD.
KRAUSZER’S .............................................................................200 N. BROADWAY
KRAUSZER’S ...................................................................717 BORDENTOWN AVE.
PUBLIC LIBRARY ...............................................................100 HOFFMAN PLAZA 
SCIORTINO’S HARBOR LIGHTS ........................................... 132 S. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY MEDICAL CENTER............................540 BORDENTOWN AVE.
WELLS FARGO BANK..............................................................116 N. BROADWAY

IN WOODBRIDGE:
CITY HALL ...............................................................................................1 MAIN ST.
MAIN ST. FARM ...................................................................................107 MAIN ST.
NEWS & TREATS .................................................................................. 99 MAIN ST.
ST. JOSEPH’S SENIORS RESIDENCE ................................1 ST. JOSEPH’S TERR.

Where to Find Us . . . 

Community Calendar
Perth Amboy
TUES. May. 3 PARA, p.m.
   City Hall, High St. & Zoom
THURS. May 5 Board of Education, 5:30 p.m.
   PAHS, Eagle Ave.

MON. May 9 City Council, Caucus, 5:30 p.m.

   City Hall, High St. & Zoom
TUES. May 10 BID, 4 p.m.
   City Hall, High St.

 • Library Board of Trustees, 5 p.m.

   Library, Jefferson St.

WED. May 11 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, High St. & Zoom
South Amboy
WED. May 4 City Council, Regular, 6 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

WED. May 18 City Council, Regular, 7 p.m.

   City Hall, N. Broadway

*All meetings are subject to change. Check the City Website or 
www.amboyguardian.com to see if the meeting will take place 
via phone or video conference or for updates on meeting times, 
places, and details how to participate. 

Safety Announcement
We are taking safety precautions in the City of Perth Amboy, em-

phasize that it is important:

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!!
Report Suspicious Activity - Be Vigilant - STAY ALERT!
Do not think that any call or report is too small

Don’t allow the actions of a few dictate your quality of life

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 9-1-1
FOR ALL NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL: 732-442-4400

Important!
   Always call ahead of time 
to make sure any event you 
intend to attend will take 
place.
   The  Amboy Guardian 
will only put a cancellation 
notice in if we receive notice 
from the organizer of the 
event.

2022
Amboy Guardian
Publication Dates

January 5
January 19
February 2

February 16
March 2

March 16
April 6
April 20
May 4
May 18
June 1
June 15
July 6
July 20

August 3
August 17

September 7
September 21

October 5
October 19
November 2

November 16
December 7
December 21

Attention

Businesses 

Open During 

Pandemic
Crisis:

Let customers know 
your services are 
helping to serve the 
community. Con-

sider Advertising in 
the Amboy Guard-

ian. Our rates are 

reasonable for both 

print and/or online 

advertising. Are 
you hiring? Get the 

word out!
Call Carolyn: 

732-896-4446 or 

Katherine:

732-261-2610

Email the Amboy 

Guardian:

AmboyGuard-

ian@gmail.com

Attention!

 Our Newspaper is 

available at Shop-Rite, 

Perth Amboy at the 

Courtesy Counter! 

Deadline for Print Ads: 

7 p.m. Thursday

Office Hours: 
Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

was the oldest of eight daughters 
and had no brothers. In Ortho-
dox Judaism, it was not the norm 
for women to recite the Mourn-
ers' Kaddish. In 1916, Szold's 
mother died, and a friend, 
Hayim Peretz, offered to say 
Kaddish for her. In a letter, she 
thanked Peretz for his concern 
but said she would do it herself.
   On February 13, 1945, at age 
84, Henrietta Szold died in the 
same Hadassah Hospital she 
helped to build in Jerusalem. 
She was buried in the Jewish 
Cemetery on the Mount of Ol-
ives in Jerusalem.
   Kibbutz Kfar Szold, in Upper 
Galilee is named after her. The 
Palmach, in recognition of her 
commitment to "Aliyat Hanoar" 
Youth Aliyah, named the illegal 
immigration (Ha'apalah) ship 
"Henrietta Szold" after her. The 
ship, carrying immigrants from 
the Kiffisia orphanage in Athens, 
sailed from Piraeus on July 30, 
1946, with 536 immigrants on 
board, and arrived on August 12, 
1946. The passengers resisted 
capture, but were transferred to 
transport for Cyprus.
   In 1949, Hadassah inaugurated 
the Henrietta Szold prize, which 

was awarded that year to Elea-
nor Roosevelt.[14]
   The Henrietta Szold Institute, 
National Institute for Research 
in the Behavioral Sciences, lo-
cated in Jerusalem, is named 
after her. The institute is Israel's 
foremost planner of behavioral 
science intervention and training 
programs.
   Public School 134 on Manhat-
tan's Lower East Side in New 
York City is also named after 
her.
   In Israel, Mother's Day is cel-
ebrated on the day that Szold 
died, on the 30th of Shevat.
   In the northwest corner of 
Szold's home city of Baltimore, 
Szold Drive, a short street in a 
residential neighborhood with 
homes built in the 1950s, is 
named after her as well. The 
northernmost part of the street is 
in Baltimore County.
   In New York City, Szold Place, 
formerly Dry Dock Street[18] 
runs from East 10th Street to 
East 12th Street in the East Vil-
lage neighborhood of Manhat-
tan.
   In 2007, Szold was inducted 
into the National Women's Hall 
of Fame in Seneca Falls, New 
York. (Article From Wikipedia)

The Legacy of Henrietta Szold
*Continued from Page 4
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Happy Mother's Day!

Mother’s Day 
Rose Sale

SOUTH AMBOY - Indepen-
dence Engine & Hose Co. #1 
South Amboy is having a Rose 
Sale on May 7th & 8th from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. One dozen roses 
- $15; Two dozen roses - $25 
at the Independence Firehouse, 
127-129 North Broadway. 
*Cash Only. 
  Come out and Support Your 
Local Firefighters. 
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*Letters to the Editor Continued from Page 4

Statement from 
Viridian
Partners

PARA's Vision Plan 

NOT Feasible
   On April 5th, Perth Amboy Re-
development Authority (PARA) 
presented their Vision Plan for 
the Downtown Gateway Re-
development Project (“Gate-
way”). This plan includes 6,000 
residential units as well 7,000 
parking spaces and 700,000 
square feet of retail and munici-
pal buildings. As stated in the 
meeting, PARA never evaluated 
whether the Vision Plan was 
feasible.
   Viridian Partners, the desig-
nated redeveloper for Gateway 
since 2015, hired Nassau Capi-
tal, a highly qualified and rec-
ognized New Jersey expert for 
assessing the financial feasibil-
ity for real estate development, 

to evaluate the feasibility of 
PARA’s Vision Plan. Nassau’s 
study clearly demonstrates PA-
RA’s Vision Plan does not work. 
The full study is posted at www.
saveperthamboy.com. The 
study concludes that PARA’s 
Vision Plan can never be built 
because:
•Based upon current costs of 
construction and the market val-
ue of each residential unit, the 
developer would lose $182,230 
per unit.
•At 6,000 units, the developer 
would lose a whopping $1.1 bil-
lion! No developer would build 
a project to lose that kind of 
money. 
•This site served as a solid 
waste landfill for decades. To 
clean up this space for base-
ments and sub-terranean park-
ing, as PARA’s plan calls for, 
the price of testing, air moni-
toring, dewatering and removal 
costs would be $143 per ton – 
approximately $100,000,000 
for this entire site.
•PARA’s plan suggests both 
a performing arts center and 

a new public school. To build 
these, the cost would be ap-
proximately $120 million, 
which would prorate the capital 
cost of each of the suggested 12 
apartment buildings built on site 
to $10 million per apartment 
building.
   PARA’s Vision Plan is not fi-
nancially feasible. PARA’s fail-
ure to analyze feasibility before 
and during preparation of their 
Vision Plan is utterly irresponsi-
ble. “Sometimes doing nothing 
is doing something.” This pro-
cess wasted $17,500 of public 
money producing the plan and, 
since August 17, 2021 (the date 
PARA announced it would pur-
sue this Vision Plan process), 
lost an additional $1,487,256 of 
Perth Amboy’s tax revenue. PA-
RA’s failure to enact a realistic 
redevelopment plan is costing 
Perth Amboy taxpayers!
   We encourage PARA to en-
gage with Viridian to work on a 
plan that benefits Perth Amboy.

Ads Sell! Call Carolyn! 732-896-4446

South Amboy – Sayreville
Rotary Little Library Project

Athletic Field Renovation 
Reaches Critical Milestone

Press Release 4/26/22

SOUTH AMBOY - Yesterday was a pivotal day in the ongoing 
renovation of the Allie Clark Athletic Complex in South Amboy 

when representatives of Land Tek began the installation of the 

new artificial turf.
   “While the project will not be completed until July 1 the instal-
lation of the turf is a visual representation of just how hard we 

have worked over the winter to deliver this state-of-the-art ath-

letic facility for South Amboy’s youth”, said Mayor Fred Henry.

   With the generous support of the Middlesex County Board of 

Commissioners, who provided 1.5 million dollars in matching 

funds, the project will result in the complete re-construction of 

three of the five fields at the complex.  Future phases will include 
the renovation of the two remaining fields at the complex.
   “During the winter months while there was a great deal of ex-

cavation on site and it was difficult to appreciate just how com-

prehensive this improvement would be” said Mayor Henry.  “We 
are very excited to cut the ribbon on this project this summer”.

   The complex, which is named after NY Yankees Allie Clark, is 

home to the South Amboy Youth Athletic Association and is a 

mainstay in the City’s youth recreation program.
  *Photo Submitted

Press Release 4/26/22
SOUTH AMBOY/SAYRE-
VILLE - This week the Mayor 
Henry was pleased to announce 
the installation of a “little li-
brary” at the entrance to the 
City beach courtesy of the 
South Amboy/Sayreville chap-
ter of Rotary International.
   Embracing the Rotary motto 
of “service before self” the local 
club donated four of the small 
lending libraries which will 
be located in various locations 
throughout the towns.
   Spearheaded by club president 
Mike Poll, a long-time educator 
in both communities, the idea 
is quite simple.  If you need a 
book, take a book.  There is no 
fee and all that is asked is for 
persons “borrowing” to return 
the books to the “little library” 
when done.
   “This is a fantastic addition to 
our beach front.  There aren’t 
too many places more suited to 
relaxing while enjoying a good 
book.  I am grateful to the Ro-
tary for their hard work on this 
project.”, said Mayor Henry.
   In addition to the beachfront 
location the Rotary has also 
installed the libraries at three 
other sites including John Street 
in front of the South Amboy 
Board of Education offices, at 
the Woodside Mall near Karen 
Street, and at the Sayreville 

Board of Education complex/
Selover School in the Morgan 
section.
   Rotary is a global network of 
1.4 million neighbors, friends, 
leaders, and problem-solvers 
who see a world where people 
unite and take action to cre-
ate lasting change – across the 
globe, in our communities, and 
in ourselves.  The South Am-
boy/Sayreville chapter is com-
prised of local professionals, 
business leaders, and dedicated 
volunteers all working to pro-
mote positive change in their 
communities.
   For more information about 
Rotary International or to join 
your local chapter please vis-
it https://www.rotary.org/en/
about-rotary.

  *Photo Submitted

WWW.AMBOYGUARDIAN.COM
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Budget Hearings Continued
4/25/22 Caucus

sessions, it would help out. We 
are down two staff members. 
We have hired some people on 
flextime. We began starting our 
evening sessions at 4 p.m.”
   Councilman Pabon said, “We 
noticed that you have two staff 
members that you have shown 
absent right now.”
   Gonzalez explained that one 
is on maternity leave and one 
staff member was promoted as 
a Deputy Court Administrator. 
“We need someone to take the 
place of her old job.”
   Pabon continued, “People 
have called me and said they 
have paid their tickets but still 
are getting warrants for their ar-
rests.”
   Gonzalez explained, “Some-
times people are issued multiple 
summonses. Some of them may 
have 40-50 tickets and they 
just may have paid for 1 or 2 of 
those tickets. There are some 
people who have no income. 
In those cases, sometimes the 
money cannot be collected from 
them. Everything I am saying 
regarding the backlog of cases, 
etc. is happening statewide – 
not just here. The judges and 
court staff feel we can’t work 
as efficiently as in the past. We 
are trying to resolve the cases 
electronically instead of going 
to court. Zoom is very technical 
and new. In some cases, people 
can do a plea by mail. They are 
sent a form to fill out to plead 
their cases. Since the courts 
are open now, the sessions are 
scheduled.”
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
spoke up to talk about the park-
ing tickets issued that went up 
(from 2021 to 2022), “People 
should be able to add time to the 
meters.”
  Gonzalez explained, “This is 
not a court problem. Commer-
cial vehicle parking tickets went 
up.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres asked, 
“If we have a backlog, do we 
have people who do remedia-
tion of cases?”
   Gonzalez answered, “Yes, 
we do. We just hired two part-
timers. The administration 
has been good to us. There are 
currently three judges and ten 
staff members which includes 
the two part-timers. We have 
the one Deputy Court Admin-
istrator who used to be a regu-
lar employee for 7 years, then 
promoted to that position. She 
completed all the courses re-
quired. All the technical equip-
ment needed for Zoom is State 
Required. DWI cases are more 
complicated when you use 
Zoom.”
  The next person to present their 
budget was the Acting Director 
of the Library Herschel Chom-
sky along with a President of 
the Library Board of Trustees 
Rosalie Morillo. Chomsky ex-
plained that Covid did a lot of 
damage, and the library was 
closed for a few months. “Curb-
side pickup and delivery servic-
es were used. We opened back 
up slowly and in September of 
2021 we started to open up full-
time. We are in partnership with 
30 other libraries, and we carry 
a lot of old specialty books. Our 

*Continued from Page 1
circulation increased and in 
March we had a total of 1,258 
materials that were checked out. 
In February, the total was 1,161. 
We have 64 clients which we do 
home deliveries for. We have 
2,692 registered library cards 
and more people are signing up. 
789 visitors used our services 
in March. Our Notary Services 
are popular, especially for the 
handicapped and sometimes 
the schools use those services. 
There were 147 references that 
came from people calling from 
out of state, and sometimes 
from people that were out of 
the country. We are trying to 
digitize more. We are one of 
the oldest Carnegie Libraries 
and we have a new Board of 
Trustees who have scheduled 
a lot of popular events. There 
is a lot of activity going on. 
We received a grant for $1.5 
million. We hope to use some 
of that money to renovate the 
downstairs restroom, the his-
tory room, the staff breakroom, 
and to do renovations to the ex-
terior stairway. We are looking 
to add removable shelves and 
specialized equipment to clean 
books. We need to update our 
Wi-Fi and furniture to make it 
more ADA accessible. Improve-
ments are needed for lighting, 
security cameras need to be in-
stalled, and possibility we could 
have a garden in the back. It is 
important that people call ahead 
of time if they need our notary 
services to make sure that the 
two people that can do it are 
available. A lot of the ADA 
Compliances are mostly com-
pleted. Danny Cleaver (DPW 
Supervisor) is the person who 
is in contact with the contrac-
tors working on the building. 
Our upstairs restroom is handi-
capped accessible.”
   President of the Library Board 
of Trustees Rosalie Morillo 
spoke up, “We have money to 
hire a new Library Director and 
a Reference Librarian.”
   Councilwoman Milady Teje-
da spoke up, “I am glad to see 
all the activities in the library. 
I also had the opportunity to 
be on the Library Panel (For 
Woman’s History Month). All 
of these activities need to be 
promoted more.”
   Councilman B.J. Torres said, 
“We need a media literacy pro-
gram, especially for the seniors 
on how to decipher misinforma-
tion.”
  After the budget hearing, 
Council President Petrick read 
the ordinances and resolutions.
   Business Administrator Mi-
chael Green explained Ordi-
nance No. 1 (First Reading) 
– Entitled “Streets and Side-
walks” for those businesses 
that want to add outside seating 
and what would be required of 
them.
  “There is a $100 application 
fee. If the application is ap-
proved, then they would have to 
pay a $300 fee for the permit.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon had a 
problem with R-194-4/22 – The 
extension of the interim ap-
pointment of Matthew Nieves 
as Acting Director of Public 
Works for a period no longer 
than 60 days retroactive from 
April 1, 2022.
   “This should have been put 

on the agenda the first week of 
April.”
   B.A. Green said, “It is my fault 
for not doing so, but Nieves is 
taking the required tests needed 
for the position.”
   For R-195-4/22 – Consent-
ing the Appointment of Dianne 
Roman for her appointment as 
Director of the Department of 
Human Services.
   Petrick congratulated Mrs. 
Roman on her appointment as 
Director of the Department of 
Human Services.
   There was a discussion re-
garding R-202-4/22 – Autho-
rizing Settlement of Jamie Ro-
driguez vs. The City of Perth 
Amboy in an amount not to ex-
ceed $1,200,000.
   B.A. Green explained that the 
city’s liability because of in-
surance will only be $100,000. 
He explained that we initially 
make the full payment, but then 
the city gets reimbursed minus 
$100,000.”
   B.J. Torres requested informa-
tion on what would be the im-
pact on the city’s finances going 
forth.
   There was a long presentation 
regarding R-207-4/22 – Ap-
proving an Affordable Housing 
Spending Plan contingent on 
the court approval of a consent 
order.
   Elizabeth McManus, New Jer-
sey Professional Planner from 
the New York Architect Firm 
of Perkins Eastman gave the 
presentation. “Part of this reso-
lution has to deal with develop-
ment fees. The production and 
management are now under the 
courts. Any spending and costs 
have to be approved the courts, 
especially when it comes to af-
fordable housing. You will be 
able to pay for the administra-
tive costs with these funds. $2.2 
million has been collected so far 
for the city to use if you approve 
this resolution this week.”
   Tashi Vazquez came up to also 
make comments. “This resolu-
tion is for new development 
only.”
   McManus continued to talk, 
“The Administration will have 
$983,000 to use between now 
and July 25, 2022. The housing 
will also be discussed, especial-
ly when it comes to affordabil-
ity and rental assistance. There 
also will be energy assistance 
for affordable housing units un-
der the Housing Authority.”
   Councilman Torres spoke up, 
“We have to make sure that this 
money is being properly moni-
tored so that it is not being mis-
used.”
   McManus responded, “We 
have a series of steps to make 
sure the funds are properly 
managed. When it comes to af-
fordable housing, a proper deed 
restriction has to be put in place 
which is very critical.”
   Vazquez then commented, 
“We want to attract people with 
disposable income and provide 
for others that are already here. 
A lot of people pay 80% of 
their income on rent. That is too 
high.”
   After the presentation was 
made, Milady Tejeda spoke up, 
“There were phone calls from 
residents and from the United 
Dominican Organization to 
have their festival be put back 

on the agenda and why hasn’t 
that been done?”
   Council President Petrick 
said, “The Covid numbers are 
going up. Even in Philadelphia, 
they cancelled many of their 
events and are putting the mask 
mandates back in place. We can 
put it on the agenda for Wednes-
day.”
   Councilman Pabon asked 
Council President Petrick to 
read Communication No. 4 – 
Buckeye Perth Amboy Terminal 
will hold a public information 
session at the ZPA at 281 Grace 
St. on June 1st, 2022, from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on the NJDEP 
Application to allow the instal-
lation of two natural gas fire hot 
water heaters.
   Council President Bill Pet-
rick asked City Engineer Ernest 
Feist who was on Zoom if he 
wanted to add any information 
about this.
   Feist explained that he had 
not received any information on 
this.
   Fire Chief Ed Mullen re-
sponded via Zoom, “This is a 
Biodiesel Project for a new tank 
to move that project.”
   Council President Petrick ex-
plained that it will be coming on 
railcars. 
Public Portion (in-person first):
   Resident Ken Balut spoke first 
about an incident involving a 
boat at the Marina and about the 
Acting DPW Director.  “There 
was an incident at the Marina 
where someone was driving 
a Police Marina Boat without 
the necessary license. The Act-
ing DPW Director should have 
their name on the agenda. Also, 
have the company names on the 
agenda to identify any entity in-
volved with grants. You are still 
going to have million-dollar 
lawsuits continuing because of 
having people with question-
able backgrounds in charge. All 
these people are unqualified and 
can’t go to court to defend the 
city. A lot of out-of-towners are 
running this town. We had a guy 
sitting on the council getting a 
lot of freebies.”
   Law Director William Opel 
responded to Balut. He gave the 
names of some of the people in-
volved in giving out grants.
   The next person to speak was 
Resident Luis Cruz from High 
Street, “If you brush us off in 
the community, it's disrespect-
ful. We ran our festival (Domin-
ican) for over 25 years. Most of 
the people who attend differ-
ent city events are from out of 
town. We are a nonprofit and we 
give out scholarships and school 
supplies to low-income com-
munities. We are losing our or-
ganizers and fundraisers. I lost 
a lot of family members from 
Covid. The festival is a cultural 
event for the Latino Communi-
ty. We take pride in this event. If 
it doesn’t take place, it is going 

to backfire. It is a nonprofit and 
an economic boost to our com-
munity.”
   A resident from Florida Grove 
Road came up to speak, “You 
want to use Covid for your rea-
son to reject the festival. What 
about the Fourth of July event 
that Petrick approves of? The 
numbers of Covid cases went 
up in Philadelphia and none of 
you are wearing masks. The 
mostly Dominican Community 
deserve respect and we put you 
in those seats. Remember, we 
are the majority.”
   Dominican Festival Commit-
tee Member Fermin DeJesus 
spoke next, “I’m a little bit un-
comfortable talking about this, 
but you need to be flexible. Co-
vid will be here for a very long 
time, and we need to leave the 
politics alone. We have large in-
door events. Just got to the web-
site VisitNJ.com. You will see 
all these large events take place 
out of town. We should sit down 
to talk about making a plan.”
   Resident Vince Mackiel came 
up to speak, “I want to thank the 
council for talking about Com-
munication No. 5 – The Meet-
ing at the ZPA in June 1st. We 
are moving towards renewable 
energy. The Citizens living near 
where the terminal is located 
should be informed as well as 
the council. I’m glad plug-in fa-
cilities will be put in place (for 
electric cars).”
   Mr. Guzman spoke next in 
Spanish. A member of the audi-
ence translated for him. “I am 
a 27-year resident and I live 
on Lewis Street. There are a 
lot of residents and businesses 
here and I am very happy living 
here. We are here for each other. 
Don’t take away the festival.”
   The meeting was opened up to 
Zoom participants:
   Resident Maria Garcia spoke, 
“I have concerns about people 
who spoke about the festival. 
I agree that festivals bring in 
people from the outside, but 
where is the proof of them 
awarding scholarships (through 
these festivals) and other things 
that they talk about? They talk 
about the Fourth of July, but 
that is celebrated all around the 
country. The Fourth of July is 
only for a couple of hours on 
one day. Theirs is a 3-day fes-
tival with long hours. Traffic is 
bad. There are backups and it’s 
bad if there is an emergency. 
You have to account for all resi-
dents living here. I’ve been to 
the Dominican Festival and all 
the festivals. We need to have a 
solution for the bigger multiday 
festivals. We also have a lot of 
activities for adults.”
   After closing the public por-
tion, the council went into 
closed session at 8:17 p.m. All 
council members were present 
in person.



May 4, 2022 * The Amboy Guardian  .9

Budget Hearings Continue, Concerns About Effects of Illegal Housing, 
Large Festivals Discussed

4/27/22 Council Meeting
By: Carolyn Maxwell
PERTH AMBOY – Acting Po-
lice Chief/OEM Coordinator 
Larry Cattano spoke about the 
Parking Utility Budget. “The 
Parking Utility has merged 
with the Police Department.” 
He stated. “Additional light-
ing has been added in some 
of the municipal parking lots 
which include the one on Ho-
bart Street. They hope to add 
more lights in the parking lot 
next to the Public Library. We 
need additional funding for the 
Jefferson Street Parking Deck. 
They need to replace the Water 
Intrusion on the ramp because 
of water leaking into the Park-
ing Utility Office. We need to 
add additional ADA Ramps on 
some of the sidewalk curbs. 
We’re looking to automate the 
gate leading to the parking deck 
by using swipe cards for cars 
that enter at later hours. Cars 
can leave the deck, but right 
now can not go back into the 
deck after hours. All parking 
permits are currently done by 
hand. We hope to do these ser-
vices online. People have park-
ing permits that use decals. We 
are looking to change that, so 
the permits are done by plate. 
We are cross training the Park-
ing Utility Officers so they can 
issue (certain) additional tickets 
that in the past only Police Of-
ficers can issue. They will be 
trained in CPR and how to ad-
minister Narcan. Our revenue 
is on a track to increase, and 
we issue more tickets and get 
more revenue by compliance. 
Not many summonses bring in 
revenue. Warnings will be is-
sued first.” He then compared 
the amount of money spent to 
2021 which was $148,116 to the 
same timeframe in 2022 (Janu-
ary 1st to current) - $151,555. 
Over 1,000 parking permits 
were issued free to qualified 
residents. When we have these 
services online, all the data will 
be encrypted. For the doors 
leading up to the parking deck, 
we will be able to tell if people 
leave the doors ajar.” Cattano 
stated that once the swipe card 
system is in place, that will 
not be necessary. He contin-
ued, “We have cameras in the 
stairwell. We have special offi-
cers looking at any blind spots. 
We had damage in the parking 
deck after Superstorm Sandy 
and there were immediate con-
cerns such as having cracks. We 
have been using a certain kind 
of cement to fix those cracks. In 
the Parking Utility Office, we 
changed some of the flooring, 
added new carpet, and the walls 
are painted. Currently we have 
seven Parking Utility Officers. 
After they all become Special 
I Officers, there will be a salary 
increase and they all have to go 
to the academy. The academy 
that they will be attending will 
be for traffic enforcement and a 
civil service test is not needed 
for that position. The academy 
classes that they will be attend-
ing only happen once a year and 
it is a 40-hour class. The Auxil-
iary Officer Class is 200 hours.”
   The next person to make a 
presentation was City Clerk 
Victoria Kupsch to go over the 
budget of the City Clerk’s Of-
fice. She stated, “A lot of people 
don’t realize all that we have 
to do. We have to issue 25 dif-

ferent types of licenses. Now, 
we have two new ones that 
we have to issue: flag raisings 
and people who want to have 
outside seating for their res-
taurants. Some of the licenses 
include bingo, raffle, rabies 
clinics, elections and everything 
that goes with having elections 
such as petitions and making 
sure all the results are certified 
and shipped to the County Clerk 
on time. Other duties include 
foreclosures, notice of claims, 
prepping of the agenda for the 
council meetings. We also have 
a lot of people coming in with 
different walk-in requests. Cur-
rently we are doing a clean out 
of our office and everything has 
to go though the auditor before 
any records are destroyed. We 
are asking for an increase of our 
budget of $58,805 for an Ad-
ministrative Clerk and I am ask-
ing for a particular person to be 
put in that position. My people 
are working a lot of overtime 
and they informed me that they 
would only work mandatory 
overtime and not any further.”
   No one spoke about any of the 
ordinances that had their own 
public hearing on the agenda.
Public Comments on Agenda 
Items Only (in-person first):
   The first person to speak was 
Fermin DeJesus who is a mem-
ber of the United Dominicans of 
Perth Amboy Festival Commit-
tee. He read a statement from a 
law firm who was hired by the 
committee who was prepared 
to file a lawsuit against the city 
if they denied having the per-
mit for the Dominican Festival. 
The statement referenced two 
events that have been approved 
by the council. One was the Na-
tional Night Out that was held 
last summer and the Christmas 
Parade that was held in early 
December 2021. The letter also 
stated that if the Dominican 
Festival is not held, then they 
must also cancel the July 4th 
Celebration of which Council 
President Petrick is part of that 
committee and therefore has a 
conflict of interest.
   Petrick spoke up and stated 
that he is Co-Chair of the July 
4th Celebration, and that event is 
only 4 hours long. Petrick then 
asked DeJesus, “Is this a law-
suit?”
   Fermin DeJesus responded, 
“Not yet, and I made some cor-
rections to the statement.”
   The next person to come up 
to speak was Resident Ken 
Balut, who talked about R-194-
4/22 – The extension of the In-
terim Appointment of Matthew 
Nieves to Acting Director of the 
Department of Public Works for 
a time period no longer than 60 
days retroactive from April 1, 
2022.
   “Has he been reappointed, 
yet? I heard that someone ran 
a boat into a pier and that may 
have possibly been a police 
boat. The person driving that 
boat wasn't licensed and some-
one requested a tape of that in-
cident. This should be looked at 
first before voting on this reso-
lution. People who are political-
ly connected can get away with 
murder. There are longtime em-
ployees who do good work for 
years and don’t get recognized 
while higher ups get away with 
too much. Don’t promote peo-
ple or give them higher salaries 

when they don’t deserve it.”
   Acting Police Chief Larry 
Cattano came up to address 
some of these concerns, “That 
boat is not under us. It belongs 
to the person who runs the Boat 
Safety Program.”
   Council President Petrick then 
spoke up, “I heard it was an 
aluminum row boat and it kept 
bopping up and down in the wa-
ter.”
   Cattano continued, “It’s not a 
police boat, and I don’t know if 
they need a boat license for that 
particular type of boat. All of 
our vessels have a boat log.”
   Councilman Joel Pabon spoke 
up, “If it is a boat for police use, 
it should have a log.”
   Business Administrator Mi-
chael Green spoke up, “I’ll get 
an answer about that boat.”
   Petrick then asked, “Do we 
have camera coverage?”
  Cattano answered, “We used 
to.”
   Victoria Kupsch spoke up, 
“We had an OPRA Request of 
that incident that was filled.”
   The meeting was opened up to 
people on Zoom:
   Resident Sharon Hubberman 
spoke first, “Regarding the Do-
minican Festival, the Council 
voted “No” for having a 3-day 
festival. The reason it was not 
passed was because of residents 
concerns about Covid cases. 
There have been 24 new cases 
and 2 people have died and one 
from Perth Amboy. Other towns 
have had masked events. There 
were not thousands of people 
at the Christmas event. It is dis-
criminatory not to be concerned 
about other residents. At this 
time, we shouldn’t have large 
gatherings, and this is a litigious 
threat referring to the possible 
lawsuit letter earlier. The real-
ity is we are still in a pandemic 
and people are still recovering 
from the aftereffects of having 
Covid.”
   Resident Maria Garcia spoke 
next, “I agree with Sharon and 
what she said about the Covid 
cases. A person threatened a 
lawsuit (against the city) and 
at a previous meeting, they 
said they cared about the com-
munity. You can’t compare the 
Fourth of July which is only 
a couple of hours to the Do-
minican Festival. To be fair, 
we should just change the Do-
minican Festival to one day and 
have it for 3-4 hours. Let’s be 
truthful because we keep play-
ing with the numbers (Covid).”
   Resident Paul Ortiz spoke 
next, “I agree with the last two 
callers. People’s health and 
lives are at risk. You are talking 
about 3 days of noise compared 
to 3 hours for one day.”
   For the Ordinances, Ordi-
nance No. 1 – Restrictive Park-
ing Spaces for the Handicapped 
Regarding Additions was 
moved by Tejeda and seconded 
by Morales. 
   Ordinance No. 2 – Vehicles 
and Traffic regarding a stop sign 
at Market & High Street was 
moved by Pabon and seconded 
by Tejeda. 
   Ordinance No. 3 – A Lease 
Agreement between the city of 
Perth Amboy and New Cingular 
Wireless (AT&T) with respect 
to 800 Albert Street was moved 
by Pabon and seconded by Teje-
da. 
   Ordinance No. 4 – Fixing and 

Establishing a schedule of sala-
ries and salary ranges regarding 
the FOP (Fraternal Order of Po-
lice) was moved by Pabon and 
seconded by Tejeda.
   Ordinance No. 1 (First Read-
ing) - “Streets & Sidewalks” 
was moved by Pabon, seconded 
by Tejeda.
   Ordinance No. 2 (First Read-
ing) - Designating Restricted 
Parking Spaces for use by 
Handicapped Persons regarding 
additions was moved by Pabon, 
seconded by Tejeda. 
   Ordinance No. 3 (First Read-
ing) - Approving the Easement 
for Open Space Purposes at 
Block 427 Lot 3 was moved by 
Pabon, seconded by Tejeda. 
   Ordinance No. 4 (First Read-
ing) - Amending Section 430, 
Zoning and Land Development 
to create Section 430-126 af-
fordable housing. Council Pres-
ident Petrick made a motion for 
this to be tabled. It was second-
ed by Councilman Pabon. The 
only Council Member to vote 
“No,” was Councilwoman Mi-
lady Tejeda.
   Ordinance No. 5 (First Read-
ing) - Creating Chapter – (In-
clusionary Zoning) of the 
Municipal Code requiring all 
applicable development to in-
clude a mandatory on site af-
fordable housing set-aside. 
Council President Petrick also 
made a motion for this to be ta-
bled. It was seconded by Coun-
cilman Pabon. Councilwoman 
Tejeda was the only Council 
Member to vote “No.”
   When it came time to vote 
on the consent agenda, R-192 
thru R-194, R-196 thru R-206, 
R-208 thru R-215 was moved 
by Pabon, seconded by Tejeda. 
For R-195 – Consenting to the 
appointment of Dianne Roman 
as Director of the Department 
of Human Services was moved 
by Pabon, seconded by Tejeda. 
Pabon wanted to congratulate 
Roman “Who does an awesome 
job which she has done for 
many years.” 
   For R-217 – Approving a Spe-
cial Permit for Public Entertain-
ment to the United Dominicans 
of Perth Amboy for the Domini-
can Festival to be held on Au-
gust 12, 13, & 14, 2022 at the 
Robert Wilentz Athletic Field 
on First Street and Sadowski 
Parkway. It was moved by Teje-
da, seconded by Morales. 
   Rose Morales voted, “Yes.”
   Before Pabon voted, he want-
ed to make a statement, “We 
still have issues, and it is not 
right for so many people to 
congregate together right now. 
I have records on the last 10 
years on the Dominican Festival 
and I and Councilman Petrick 
has always said, “Yes,” to have 
that festival. In 2015 there was a 
hearing about that Festival and 
a lot of problems were resolved. 
I always went to their festivals 
in the past and enjoyed them. I 
stand by my original position. 
We’ve had over 260 deaths due 
to Covid. The other surrounding 
towns have not had the number 
of cases that we’ve had. Some-
one had come to a meeting and 
complained we don’t have any 
activities for adults. There are 
a lot of adult activities. I just 
asked for you to sit out one year 
(having the festival). You came 
here at the other meeting to ask 
us to help you, then you do this 

(threaten with a possible law-
suit)? We need to sit down and 
talk so we could move forward. 
No one can prove that I am a 
racist.” Pabon voted, “No.”
   Milady Tejeda then made a 
remark, “They (The United Do-
minicans of Perth Amboy) only 
wanted approval for tonight to 
give them the option to be able 
to cancel the Festival them-
selves, even with a last minute 
notice. People should have a 
choice whether they want to 
attend the Festival or not. I at-
tended an event at the State 
Theater in New Brunswick that 
was packed. They gave you an 
option to wear a mask, and I 
wore a mask.” Tejeda voted, 
“Yes”
   Council President Petrick then 
spoke up, “I was elected to be 
responsible to everyone and it 
is important that we do the right 
thing for everyone. My vote is 
“No.”
   2 “Yes” votes; 2 “No” votes. 
Motion does not pass. Council-
man B.J. Torres was absent and 
therefore could not vote.
   Petrick remarked, “Even Chi-
na shut down a whole town.”
Public Portion (In-Person First):
   Resident Ken Balut spoke 
first, “Have any of the city em-
ployees receive a letter from 
the city’s insurance company 
to see of they got hacked? I just 
received a letter telling me that 
certain employees had their ac-
count hacked.”
   Business Administrator Mike 
Green responded, “It was retir-
ees that received the letters and 
they notified the employees and 
provided them with free secu-
rity programs.”
   Balut then asked, “Did it hap-
pen through a broker? Because I 
don’t trust them.”
   Petrick then responded, “Even 
Former Business Administrator 
had his account hacked.”
   Balut said, “I finally got the 
Certificate of Occupancy (re-
quested on a certain address 
through OPRA). How do you 
lose paperwork? This address 
had a lot of work done without 
a permit. I heard the Code En-
forcement Director had a baby 
a couple of months ago and he 
should have been here to speak 
personally on the budget.”
   Petrick then stated, “If Code 
Enforcement records are online, 
then a Certificate of Occupancy 
should be there.”
   Green stated that he would 
check on that.
   Fermin DeJesus from the 
United Dominicans of Perth 
Amboy came up next to speak. 
He wished to clarify that the 
Fourth of July Event is more 
than the 3 hours  than otherwise 
stated in the statement he read 
on Monday (4/25/22). He asked 
Petrick if he would like to make 
a comment regarding this.
   Petrick said, “On the advice 
of the city attorney, I can’t com-
ment since it appears to be a no-
tice of a possible lawsuit.”
  DeJesus then concluded, 
“We’ll have our lawyer contact 
your lawyer.”
   The next person to speak was 
Businessman Mr. Wilson. “You 
are overexaggerating the event 
(the Dominican Festival). Will 
you be supporting other events 
taking place this year?”

*Continued on Page 11
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Happy Mother's Day!Employment 
Opportunities

TAX COLLECTOR – Perth 
Amboy. Seeking Full Time Tax 
Collector. Must have five (5) 
years’ experience or equivalent, 
possess a current State of NJ 
Certified Tax Collector’s Li-
cense. Submit resume and cover 
letter via e-mail to: Employ-
ment@perthamboynj.org

SOCIAL SERVICE ASSIS-
TANT – Perth Amboy. Seeking 
Full Time Social Service Assis-
tance. Position responsible to 
perform paraprofessional work 
involved in the operations of a 
social service program. Submit 
resume and cover letter via e-
mail to: Employment@perth-
amboynj.org

SEASONAL MARINA AT-
TENDANT – Perth Amboy. 
Seeking a part-time Seasonal 
Marina Attendant.  Position 
responsible to perform janito-
rial responsibilities, assist with 
boating needs, and other related 
job duties. Submit resume and 
cover letter via e-mail to: Em-
ployment@perthamboynj.org

ZONING OFFICER – Perth 
Amboy (Middlesex County). 
Seeking Full Time Zoning Of-
ficer. Must have three (3) years 
Zoning Officer experience or 
equivalent, clean driver’s li-
cense. Position responsible to 
enforce zoning and property 
maintenance laws and regula-
tions. Submit resume and cover 
letter via e-mail to: Employ-
ment@perthamboynj.org”

Poll Workers 
Needed

Press Release
MIDDLESEX COUNTY - John 
Anagnostis regional Chair of 
the Middlesex County Repub-
lican Organization, is seeking 
poll workers for the June 7, 
2022, Primary Election. This 
year is scheduled to be an in 
person election so the need for 
poll workers is great. Poll work-
ers are needed for Perth Amboy, 
Old Bridge, Sayreville, and 
South Amboy. There is paid 
training for poll workers. 
   If interested, please call 732-
371-9967 and leave a message. 
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*Continued from Page 9

Budget Hearings Continue, Concerns About Effects of Illegal Housing, 
Large Festivals Discussed

4/27/22 Council Meeting

   Councilman Joel Pabon spoke 
up, “I sat with the President of 
the Puerto Rican Festival, and I 
told her that I will not support 
having the Puerto Rican Festi-
val this year”
   Wilson spoke up again, “I 
have been to many large festi-
vals, and I don’t trust anything 
the Chinese Government says. 
I almost died from Covid, and 
I’ve had family members who 
have died from Covid. We have 
been wearing masks and we’ve 
been kept in the house, and we 
still got Covid. We just have to 
keep moving. That’s why we 
have all these venues opening 
up.”
   The next person to come up 
to speak was Police Captain 
Miguel Pellot. He thanked the 
council for voting on the FOP 
Contract tonight. “This thank 

you is on behalf of all of our 
members.”
   The meeting was opened up to 
Zoom Participants:
   Resident Paul Ortiz was the 
first to speak. He asked about 
the registering online system for 
parking permits. “Would there 
be any fee?”
   Council President Petrick re-
sponded, “There are no fees for 
residential parking permits.”
   Ortiz continued, “I live on 
High Street, and we have park-
ing permits, but there should be 
a limit on how many permits 
can be issued per household. 
Maybe the hours should be re-
stricted. And were some of the 
meters removed that used to 
be on Fayette Street? Resident 
Parking Signs need to be erect-
ed.”
   Resident Maria Vera spoke 
next. She opened up by thank-
ing the Councilmen for thinking 

about the community. “Talking 
about the festival, I don’t want 
to hear music (and having all 
those other problems) and being 
locked up for 3 days. They can 
take that festival to Sayreville 
where they have a large park.” 
She also wanted to thank Dep-
uty Police Chief Cattano for the 
police patrols on Market Street.
   Resident Maria Garcia spoke 
next. She was concerned about 
illegal housing and wanted to 
know if people can rent base-
ment rooms. “The zoning code 
says “No,” unless you are classi-
fied as having a rooming house. 
Some people are thinking that 
these codes are just made up 
(banning rooms in basements 
and attics). Code Enforcement 
should hold classes to make 
landlords aware that they can 
be fined for illegal units. If there 
are any fires for any type of ille-
gal housing, the owners of these 

are liable and their insurance 
can be cancelled. Landlords are 
not being taxed on these illegal 
units and it is a burden on our 
services and increases our taxes, 
schools, and there is too much 
traffic and not enough parking.”
   Council President Petrick 
suggested, “When tax bills go 
out, put in notices about illegal 
units. Code Enforcement should 
also make a video (regarding 
these problems). We also have 
a third public access channel 
which needs to be activated.”
   Sharon Hubberman spoke 
next, “I called Animal Control 
because of some feral cats that I 
saw. They told me I would have 
to catch them and bring them in 
to be neutered. Why can’t they 
come out to where I saw them?” 
Hubberman continued, “A cou-
ple meetings ago, I talked about 
air pollution in the city. I have 
not heard back about the report 

that I submitted.”
   B.A. Green responded, “The 
DEP would handle this because 
they are the regulatory agency.”
   Acting Police Chief Cattano 
came up to talk about feral cats, 
“If people feed them, then more 
cats will come, and then they 
become your responsibility. We 
will trap ones that are alone and 
sometimes rescue groups can 
help out.”
   Petrick then commented, “We 
(the council) should talk to Ani-
mal Control to be more toler-
able with dealing with our older 
seniors.”
   Cattano said he would talk to 
Animal Control about this prob-
lem.
   Resident Philip Clark, who 
lives near Walgreens said, 
“There is a problem when 
streetsweepers come because 
no one moves their cars, and the 
garbage cannot be fully picked 
up. I agree with everything the 
previous caller said in regard 
to illegal housing units.” He 
continued, “Festivals should be 
held on solid ground and not 
grass. The Meadowlands would 
be a perfect place for large fes-
tivals.”
Council Comments:
   Councilwoman Rose Morales 
had no comments. 
   Councilman Joel Pabon said, 
“I will investigate the missing 
meters that the resident talked 
about earlier today. He is also 
happy about the good turnout 
that they had for the Men's, 
Women's, and Little League 
Baseball Teams. There is a lot 
of participation on the programs 
that the Recreation Department 
have on the schedule. A lot of 
spots have already been filled 
up, and that is why they had to 
close some of the sign up on 
some of those programs.” He 
also asked for a report on the 
Second Street fire and asked if 
hazardous materials were in-
volved. He also asked for an up-
date on the plans for the Second 
Street Park. Lastly, he asked 
if one of the officers can come 
and talk about the various youth 
programs (run by the Police De-
partment).
   Councilwoman Milady Tejeda 
wanted to thank all who partici-
pated tonight. “This week was 
we also celebrated all Medical 
Technicians and next week we 
will be recognizing the Profes-
sional Municipal Clerks (May 
1st thru May 7th).”
   Council President Bill Petrick 
said, “I want to thank all who 
participated in person and on 
Zoom. Covid is not over, and 
some of my family members 
caught it – not the ones who are 
living with me. Thanks, be safe, 
and have a good night.”
  The meeting adjourned at 8:53 
p.m. Councilman B.J. Torres 
was out sick and did not par-
ticipate at all in the meeting in-
person or on Zoom.
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Woodbridge Public Library Events

Some of our programs this month will be in-person although 
most will be virtual. Please make sure to check which format 
the presentation will be presented in.

May 3  |  7PM  |  Virtual Program
Meditation: Connecting Body, Mind and Spirit
Join Arvind Naik, Long time Meditator to learn about how med-
itation can be used to minimize the effects of stress and speed 
healing. Learn the tools needed to make meditation part of daily 
life. Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.
info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12311&backTo=Calendar&st
artDate=2022/05/01

May 4  | 6PM  |  Virtual Program
Paper Quilling
Join local artist Komal Mehra via Zoom to learn the basics of 
paper quilling! Supplies will be provided by the library. Partici-
pants must pick up their kits from the Main Library. Registration 
Required - 
https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?Eve
ntId=12467&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/05/27

May 9  |  7PM  |  Main Library (Hybrid)
Outdoor Rock Climbing
Get an introduction to outdoor rock climbing! President/Owner 
of Northeast Mountain Guiding Joey Vulpis will introduce us to 
the basics of rock climbing and how to get started. Registration 
Required - 
https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?Eve
ntId=12439&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/05/01

May 10  |  3PM  |  Main Library (In-person)
Mystery/Thriller Book Club
Join us for an in person discussion of The Push by Ashley Au-
drain. No Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12156&backTo=Cal
endar&startDate=2022/05/01

May 17  | 7PM  |  Virtual Program
Understanding and Responding to Dementia Related Behav-
iors
Review caregiver tips and strategies to respond to common be-
haviors exhibited by individuals living with dementia, such as 
agitation, confusion and more. Registration Required - 
https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?Eve
ntId=12263&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/05/01

May 23 |  7PM  |  Main Library (In-person)
Drying Herbs & Flowers
Attendees will learn simple techniques of how to grow, dry, and 
store herbs for use all year. Attendees will also learn how to create 
sachets and works of art using dried flowers and other inexpen-
sive materials. Presented by Rutgers Master Gardener Pat Dona-
hue. Registration Required - https://woodbridgelibrary.evanced.
info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12308&backTo=Calendar&st
artDate=2022/05/01

May 26  |  1PM  |  Main Library (In-person)
Effective Doctor Visits for Seniors
A free cholesterol screening will be available to program attend-
ees. This presentation walks people through the steps to prepare 
for a doctor visit. No Registration Required - https://woodbridge-
library.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=12955&back
To=Calendar&startDate=2022/05/01

Movies at Main | Fridays at 2PM 
Join us every Friday at 2PM to catch a free movie! This 9-week 
series is themed is Spring into Movies!

Woodbridge Library Programming Department
Woodbridge Public Library
1 George Frederick Plaza,
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095

Try our new app, WPL on the Go!
www.woodbridgelibrary.org
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! 

You’re Invited to 
Sunday Worship
PERTH AMBOY - Please join 
us on Sunday mornings:  9:00 
AM for English Worship and 
Sunday School; 10:30 AM for 
Hungarian Worship and Sunday 
School
   Rev. András Szász – Pastor; 
Organ Prelude - Richard Rus-
sell, Organist. We Extend an 
Open Invitation to All!
   Magyar Reformed Church, 
331 Kirkland Place, Perth Am-
boy, NJ - 732-442-7799; www.
mrchurchnj.org
   Parking behind the church on 
the Wilson Street side.

PAHS 35th

Class of 1987 
Reunion

PERTH AMBOY – PAHS 
Classmates, please join us at 
the beautiful Raritan Yacht Club 
for food, drinks, and dancing! 
Saturday, August 6, 2022, from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Raritan 
Bay Yacht Club, 160 Water St. 
#4703, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861. 
Tickets are $85 each. No tickets 
at the door. Checks & Zelle Ac-
cepted. Questions? Message on 
Facebook @Class of 1987 Re-
union or Email at: Classof1987.
PAHS@gmail.com

Press Release 5/1/22

SOUTH AMBOY - Hundreds of volunteers descended on the 
South Amboy beachfront today to participate in a large-scale 

beach cleanup.  Participants from the International We Love 
You Foundation, Amazon employees, and local residents 

pitched in to remove debris, pick up litter, and even plant wild-

flowers at the City’s Fisherman’s lot.
   “We are very grateful that the hundreds of volunteers gave 
freely of their time today to participate in this event.  The posi-

tive energy and “can do” attitude of the volunteers was simply 
amazing!”, said Mayor Fred Henry.

   City Council President Mickey Gross echoed that sentiment 

when he said “We are thankful to The International We Love 
You Foundation and the Amazon employees who volunteered 

today.  Our waterfront is a precious natural resource, and our 

Green Team/Clean Communities Coordinator works constantly 

to bring events like this to South Amboy.”

   South Amboy is home to approximately one mile of shoreline 

on the Raritan Bay.  As part of their ongoing redevelopment ef-

forts the City is planning to move forward with the construction 

of additional waterfront walkway this year to provide additional 

public access to the Raritan Bay.

   “Our goal has been and will continue to be the transformation 
of vacant waterfront property into a comprehensive publicly ac-

cessible recreational area to compliment all of the growth we 

have worked so hard to achieve.” Said Mayor Henry.

South Amboy Beach Cleanup Draws
Hundreds 5/1/22 *Photos Submitted

Trinity
Treasures 

Thrift Shop
SOUTH AMBOY - Trinity 
United Methodist Church Trin-
ity Treasures Thrift Shop locat-
ed at: 815 Bordentown Avenue, 
South Amboy is open on Tues-
day, Thursday, and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. through 12 p.m. 
weather permitting. Household 
items, clothing, appliances, 
and much more. Any questions, 
please call 732-763-6232.  

Join the
Cub Scouts!

FORDS – Pack 53 wants you 
to join the cub scouts! For 
boys K thru 5. Our 70th year. 
Sign up now! Be ready to start 
up in September! Our 2021-2 
Plans are done and ready for 
the Scouts to have lots of fun! 
These pictures are our scouts 
and some of the numerous ac-
tivities they participated in last 
year. Fishing, hiking, BB guns, 
archery, service time (planting, 
Scouting for Food, Cleanups, 
and toy collections), parades, 
Pinewood Derby, Raingutter 
Regatta and much, much more.
   We are Pack 53 Fords Clara 
Barton, but scouts are from 
all over. We are Sponsored by 
Fords Fire Department, Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
and Fords Middle School. See 
our website: pack53fordsnj.
shutterfly.com for more infor-
mation! Send me your email to 
pack53cs@gmail.com for more 
information.

Israeli Flag 
Raising &
Holocaust

Remembrance 
Day

PERTH AMBOY - The Israel 
flag raising ceremony will be 
held om Thursday, May 5 at 
5:30 p.m. at City Hall Circle 
followed by Holocaust Re-
membrance Day at 6:00 p.m. in 
Council Chambers.
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DVD/ON DEMAND REVIEW
Doctor Who Easter Special: Legend of the 

Sea Devils/Galaxy 4: Missing Episode

Build Your Business
Through Strategic Networking

60 Second Elevator Pitch
   I have been in the selling business for over 55 years and I 
haven’t worked a day in my life.
Over the years I have given many seminars to major and mid-size 
companies  on 31 different subjects pertaining to sales, market-
ing and positive thinking.  There is one subject that is always in 
demand and that is “How Can I Improve My 60 Second Eleva-
tor Pitch”? The definition of elevator pitch is a short summary of 
your service, product or company and how it adds value to cus-
tomers.
It is a useful tool for communicating core information quickly 
that will hopefully yield you an invitation to have a longer con-
versation with potential clients down the road.
This 60 second pitch can be given to an individual when you meet 
them or when you go to a network group of business people and 
you are called on to discuss your services in 60 seconds.
In some cases, when you are called on to do a 30 second pitch, I 
would still give my 60 second pitch.
   Make sure your pitch comes from your heart and don’t make it 
sound like a recording.  Most of all please do not pull out a card 
and read from it. This will be an embarrassment for you and your 
company. Come prepared and make your statement.
Prior to coming to any network meeting you should practice at 
home your pitch in front of your wife and in front of a mirror. 
Watch your expressions to be sure you give a high and low on 
certain words about yourself and your company.  The last person 
to practice in front of is your pet…if he runs while you are speak-
ing, then you are in trouble.
I remember giving a seminar to 30 managers of assisted living fa-
cilities and asked each one to give their pitch. The one that stands 
out, to this day, was the gentleman who made his pitch singing 
opera. 
   Remember in logic you have a beginning, middle and a power-
ful ending. I want to leave you with a powerful sample of a 60 
second elevator pitch:
I am Milton Paris, President/Founder of Getting Ahead in 
Business, 
We are a Business Development, Consulting, Coaching, Sales 
and Marketing firm.
We bring a wealth of experience to individuals and companies 
to the table, as a result of building businesses for the past 40 
years.
We have consulted/coached CEO’s, Presidents, Entrepre-
neurs, Start-up businesses and salespeople.
No company or individual is too small or too large for us to 
achieve rapid results in their business development.
We will help you stay on track to achieve your goals.
Our philosophy is Nothing is Impossible!
I am, Milton Paris, President/Founder of Getting Ahead in 
Business.
If you are interested in reaching your company or individual 
goals, please meet with me for a free consultation or come to 
my many free business Meet N’ Greets held at different ven-
ues.

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE!
If you have any business questions or would like to meet with 
me in person: e-mail: milton@gettingaheadinbusiness.com
732.306.0040

Getting Ahead in Business By Milton Paris

Milton Paris

25 Crenshaw Ct.,
Monroe, NJ 08831 

Phone: 732-306-0040
Email: miltonjparis@yahoo.com
www.gettingaheadinbusiness.com

Used Clothing 
Drop-Off Shed

 Sponsored By:
First Presbyterian 

Church with the Help 
of Turnkey

Enterprises, LLC
SAYREVILLE - Location: 172 
Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872 
(Parking Lot). Items Accepted: 
All clothing, shoes, belts, purs-
es, blankets, linens, and stuffed 
toys. (Your donation will not 
be cut up or shredded). (Please 
no rags, fabric scraps, pillows, 
rugs, toys, or household goods, 
please understand that the 
above-mentioned items are a 
hardship and expense to dispose 
of.)
   Turkey Enterprises LLC is 
a for-profit company that part-
ners with non-profit organiza-
tions in communities to help 
support their fundraising needs 
by recycling unwanted clothing. 
The clothing collected is used 
as clothing – not cut into rags. 
Turnkey services each location 
and pays the sponsoring organi-
zation by the pound for the un-
wanted items. www.turnkey-
enterprises.com
   ***Help us keep your dona-
tion clean and dry*** Please 
put your donation in plastic 
bags. Thank you.

Friends of the 
Perth Amboy
Library Book 
Sale Return!

PERTH AMBOY - The Friends 
of the Perth Amboy Free Public 
Library are once again having 
a book sale every other Satur-
day from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. 
at the Brighton Avenue Com-
munity Center/Teen Center at 
the corner of Brighton Avenue 
and Sadowski Parkway in Perth 
Amboy. I know many people 
have been starving for reading 
material for these long months 
we were at home. We will be 
wearing masks and providing 
hand sanitizer and bags if need-
ed. We also insist that anyone 
coming to peruse our collection 
also wear a mask. Paperbacks 
are $.50, hardcovers are $1, $5 
for a bag full, oversize bags or 
boxes are $10, no lawn or gar-
bage bags. We have best sell-
ers by popular authors that are 
like new. The money we raise 
goes to support the library with 
providing programs, promoting 
literacy or to provide funds to 
the library with their needs be-
yond their budget. We are now 
accepting donations. We look 
forward to your visit.
   For more information email 
us at friendsofperthamboyli-
brary@gmail.com, or call us 
at 201-381-1903 and like us 
on Facebook. Dealers are wel-
come. We are also welcoming 
new members.

South Amboy Seniors
SOUTH AMBOY - The South Amboy Senior Citizens club is 
looking for new members. Anyone 60+ years old that lives in 
South Amboy or has a 08879 zip code is eligible to join. The 
meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 12:00 Noon 
at the Senior Building on Stevens Avenue. Come have fun and 
join the members for lunch and see if you're interested in join-
ing the club. Social activities include trips to local shopping 
centers and restaurants, lunch and learn seminars, bingo, chair 
yoga, senior clubs, book club, Medical transportation within a 
10 mile radius of town is also available. If interested or seeking 
more information, please call or additional information please 
call the center at 732-525-5960. Visit www.southamboynj.gov/
page/senior-citizen for calendar of monthly activities.

By: Anton Massopust III
   In this two-part review, one is 
on Doctor Who: Legend of the 
Sea Devils (featuring current 
Doctor Jodie Whittaker) and the 
other the classic Doctor Who 
(featuring the First Doctor Wil-
liam Hartnell).
   In the new Easter Special: The 
Legend of the Sea Devils, The 
Doctor (Jodie Whittaker) along 
with her two companions Yas-
min Khan (Mandip Gill) and 
Dan Lewis (John Bishop) travel 
back in time to Ancient China 
in 1807 looking for a lost trea-
sure (a Keystone). Pirates led 
by Pirate Queen Madam Ching 
(Crystal Yu) steals the gem (the 
Keystone) that frees a Sea Devil 
Captain that was trapped inside 
a statue. He calls his fellow Sea 
Devil warriors in order to get 
this Keystone so he could bring 
worldwide disaster by flooding 
the earth so the Sea Devils can 
reinhabit the earth. The Doctor 
and Yaz leave in the Tardis to 
find out where the treasure is. 
Dan who is trapped becomes a 
member of the pirate crew, so he 
goes with the Pirate Queen and 
Local Villager Ying Wai (David 
K. S. Tse) to go to battle with 
the Sea Devils. The Doctor and 
Yaz use the Tardis to find the 
missing treasure, get attacked 
by a sea monster and eventually 
the Sea Devils. They run into 
another Chinese Pirate Cap-
tain whom the Doctor thinks is 
working for the Sea Devils, but 
it turns out he is trying to stop 
them. He knows what the Sea 
Devils are up to and is willing 
to sacrifice his life to stop them 
and prevent them from getting 
the Keystone. 
    The Doctor, her companions, 
and new friends defeat the Sea 
Devils. Although the Doctor is 
comingl close to the end of her 
regeneration, Yaz expresses her 
feelings that she really loves the 
Doctor and the Doctor knowing 
that her regeneration is coming 
to the end wishes that her ad-
ventures will go on forever, but 
this may be the end. 
   It's a fun adventure story, but 
it has some flaws. Everybody 
speaks so fast, it’s hard to fol-
low it. You have to turn up the 
sound on the TV to understand 
what is going on. It's nice to see 
the sea Devils again. We haven't 
seen them since they teamed up 
with the Silurians in “Warriors 
from the Deep.” They are relat-
ed to the Silurians. They are the 
warrior class of that race. 
   Galaxy 4 is a classic missing 
Doctor Who adventure. Galaxy 
4 is probably one of the weird-
est Doctor Who's stories ever 
made. The newly remastered 
through animation and audio 
that was given to the BBC by 
fans is brought back to DVD. 
William Hartnell, the First Doc-
tor and his two companions, 

Vicki (Maureen O’Brien) and 
Steven Taylor (Peter Purves) 
journey to a mysterious planet 
that should contain life but has 
none at all. They find two fac-
tions of two different races, one 
or group of warrior women. 
However, only one of them is 
a real human, a woman named 
Maaga (Stephanie Bidmead) 
being and the others are manu-
factured clones that are only 
bred to do one thing and that 
is what they are ordered to do 
which is fight. The other fac-
tion is a group of aliens on a 
disabled ship who have to live 
behind glass because they can 
only breathe ammonia. They 
journey outside their ship us-
ing little robots that Vicki nick-
names Chumlies. The Doctor 
doesn't know who to trust. The 
planet is destroying itself. The 
Doctor finds the aliens with the 
alien spacecraft want to help the 
warrior women escape, but they 
refuse. The leader, Maaga wants 
to go to war with them and steal 
their ship. Eventually one fac-
tion (the women warriors along 
with Maaga) die as the planet 
disintegrates. The Doctor gives 
the damaged ship energy from 
the Tardis so the alien race can 
escape. The Doctor and his 
companions return and escape 
in the Tardis and continue their 
adventures.
   The writer (William Emms) 
said that he wanted to make the 
good guys the bad guys and the 
bad guys the good guys. Should 
we add these two DVDs to our 
growing Doctor Who DVD col-
lections? Absolutely. The Leg-
end of the sea Devils also has a 
trailer for the next Autumn spe-
cial which leads into the 60th 
Anniversary of Doctor Who. 
The old Companions and old 
enemies join the doctor in this 
big adventure coming up this 
autumn 2022. I also recommend 
Galaxy 4 which is the next of 
these continuing reproductions 
of missing adventures that we 
may never had a chance see. 
You can watch it in black and 
white or in color. It is fun to see. 
Let's hope they bring us more of 
them in the future. Both DVDs 
are highly recommended.
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This Week in the Civil War
 160 Years Ago

May 4, 1862 – May 17, 1862

By Phil Kohn

Phil Kohn can be reached at USCW160@yahoo.com.
   On May 4, 1862, Yorktown, on the Virginia Peninsula, falls to the Union Army. In Confederate 
Arizona, Capt. Sherod Hunter’s 75 or so Arizona Rangers — with some 2,350 Union troops from 
California approaching and no chance of receiving reinforcements — withdraw eastward from Tuc-
son. Brig. Gen. Henry Sibley, commander of the ill-fated Confederate invasion of New Mexico, 
arrives at Fort Bliss, in Franklin, Texas, well ahead of his troops.
   The next day, May 5, after serious fighting with retreating Confederates, the Federal Army of the 
Potomac takes over Williamsburg, Virginia. In the West, a foraging party from Hunter’s company of 
Arizona Rangers at Tucson is attacked while camped near Dragoon Springs, Confederate Arizona, 
by around 100 Chiricahua Apaches — led by their chief, Cochise. The Arizonans suffer four killed, 
with 20 horses and 35 mules run off. (The Chiricahuas — as well as the Mimbreño Apaches, led by 
Cochise’s father-in-law, Mangas Coloradas — have been on the warpath since an attempt in January 
1861 by U.S. soldiers to capture Cochise, wrongly accusing him of kidnapping a young boy from 
a nearby ranch. From that time on, both groups attack with ferocity any outsiders that they catch in 
Apache Pass on their lands in the Dos Cabezas and Chiricahua Mountains, about 70 miles east of 
Tucson.)
   On May 6, Maj. Gen. Halleck’s approach towards Corinth, Mississippi, decelerates from an ad-
vance to becoming more of a siege before the town.
   From Tucson, Capt. Hunter dispatches a detachment of his Arizona Rangers on May 7 to track 
down the Apaches that attacked his foraging party at Dragoon Springs two days earlier.
   In the Shenandoah Valley, on May 8, a combined force of 10,000 Confederates under Maj. Gen. 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson and Brig. Gen. Edward Johnson defeats 6,000 Union soldiers under 
Brig. Gen. Robert Milroy at McDowell, Virginia. In the Deep South, Athens, Alabama, is sacked by 
Federal troops under Maj. Gen. Ormsby Mitchel.
   On May 9, President Lincoln meets with Maj. Gen. George McClellan, admonishing him to 
do better in coordinating with his corps leaders. Norfolk, Virginia, and its massive Gosport Naval 
Base —dangerously exposed with McClellan’s large Union army on the Virginia Peninsula — are 
hastily abandoned by the Confederates, giving Federal ships free rein on Chesapeake Bay. At Hil-
ton Head, South Carolina, Maj. Gen. David Hunter, commander of the Federal Dept. of the South, 
declares slaves in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida free. Hunter’s action is authorized by neither 
President Lincoln nor Congress. Near Apache Pass, Arizona, Capt. Sherod Hunter’s detachment of 
Arizona Rangers catches up with the Apache band that had attacked the foraging party and killed 
four Rangers and engage in a firefight. Five Apaches are killed, with the Rangers recovering their 
livestock with no casualties.
   At Plum Run Bend, Tennessee, on the Mississippi River, on May 10, the eight-gunboat Confeder-
ate River Defense Fleet, based in Memphis, attacks a seven-ship federal flotilla of ironclads. After 
sinking two U.S. ironclads, the lightly armed Southern vessels are forced to retreat.
   On May 11, with its home port (Gosport) gone and it being too large to sail up the James River, 
the ironclad CSS Virginia is scuttled. Its guns are sent to Drewry’s Bluff, which overlooks the James 
River south of Richmond.
   Partially rescinding his blockading order, President Lincoln on May 12 authorizes the re-opening 
of formerly Confederate-held ports at Beaufort, North Carolina, Port Royal, South Carolina, and 
New Orleans, Louisiana, for commercial operations, effective June 1.
   Maj. Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson on May 13 readies his troops to engage the Federal force of Maj. 
Gen. Nathaniel Banks at Strasburg, Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley. At Richmond, Virginia, 
many residents evacuate the city in anticipation of the advancing Federal army.
   Despite overwhelming numerical superiority over Confederate defenders, Maj. Gen. George Mc-
Clellan on May 14 halts his Army of the Potomac 20 miles outside of Richmond, Virginia, to await 
reinforcements. In Arizona, Capt. Sherod Hunter — having received no response from Gov. Bay-
lor concerning his request for reinforcements and aware of the approach of the Federal California 
Column — leads his Arizona Rangers from Tucson and heads east for the Rio Grande and Mesilla.
   On May 15, the guns at Drewry’s Bluff, high above the James River seven miles south of Rich-
mond, repel an approach by a U.S. naval flotilla led by the ironclad USS Monitor. The Federal ships 
cannot raise their guns high enough to hit the Confederate fort and, after four hours of sustaining 
heavy damage, the Union vessels head back downriver. In New Orleans, Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler, 
in command of U.S. occupation troops, issues his notorious “Woman Order” (General Order No. 
28), which states that women of the city who insult Union Army personnel will be treated as if they 
were prostitutes. This order — along with alleged administrative corruption and harsh suppression 
of the citizenry — earns Butler the nickname “Beast” throughout the city and, ultimately, the South. 
In Virginia, Confederate troops under Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall attack Princeton, which had 
been taken by the Union on May 1, and force a Federal retreat.
   Union troops capture Plymouth, North Carolina, on May 17, solidifying their hold on the region 
around Albemarle Sound. On the Virginia Peninsula, Brig. Gen. Irvin McDowell, at Fredericksburg, 
receives orders to advance his force towards Richmond and McClellan’s Army of the Potomac.

Middlesex County Forges
Forward with Regional

Strategy as Edison Township is 
Added to its Emergency

Radio System
Participating in this County-wide Service 

Will Create Greater Efficiencies and
Annual Cost Savings for Edison

Press Release 4/20/22 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ 
– In keeping with an ongoing 
strategy to offer regional solu-
tions, Middlesex County and 
the Township of Edison are 
pleased to announce the addi-
tion of Edison to its emergency 
radio system. Participating in 
this County-wide service will 
save Edison millions of dollars 
each year and ensure greater 
efficiencies in communicating 
emergencies. This arrangement 
will provide access to a state-of-
the-art radio system that enables 
Edison to maintain communica-
tions with County agencies and 
other municipalities in Middle-
sex County that are also on this 
network.
   Edison’s participation in the 
County’s regional radio system 
was approved by the Edison 
Council in September 2021 and 
by the Middlesex County Board 
of County Commissioners in 
November 2021. The Edison 
Police and Edison Fire Depart-
ment will be using the regional 
radio system.
   In the wake of Superstorm 
Sandy, Middlesex County in-
vested $9 million dollars in 
Capital Improvement Funds to 
upgrade its emergency radio 
system to a 700/800 MHz P25, 
Phase II, microwave redundant 
radio network. This robust up-
grade provides seamless in-
teroperability with all County 
agencies and municipal police, 
fire, and emergency medical 
services, while almost com-
pletely eliminating radio out-
ages by utilizing advanced tech-
nology. The County’s regional 
radio system saves each par-
ticipating municipality millions 
in infrastructure improvements 
and ensure all systems meet 
new Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) mandates. 
   Middlesex County has in-
vested $5 million dollars toward 
enhancing the infrastructure of 
this dynamic radio system to 
further regionalize its capabili-
ties. The County will also cover 
the cost of maintenance, yield-
ing 1.35 million in savings for 
Edison over the next 15 years.
   “When Superstorm Sandy hit 
the tri-state area 10 years ago, 
first responders had difficulty 
communicating with their coun-
terparts in other municipalities 
due to incompatible radio sys-
tems,” said Middlesex County 
Commissioner Director Ronald 

G. Rios. “The County’s state-
of-the-art regional radio system 
directly addresses this need, 
making it possible for first re-
sponders from different munici-
palities to easily communicate 
with and support one another 
during emergencies – and to 
maintain communication with 
County agencies. As with any 
shared service, it will also save 
participating municipalities 
millions of dollars each year. 
This is truly a win-win situation 
for all involved.”
   “Collaboration makes amaz-
ing things possible, and this 
new deal my administration 
negotiated is no exception,” 
said Mayor Sam Joshi, Edison 
Township. “This will save Edi-
son taxpayers about 5 million 
dollars while continuing to en-
sure their safety.”
   “Our first responders rou-
tinely put themselves in harm’s 
way to protect us, and at times 
they may need to call for back-
up or other assistance from the 
County or another municipality. 
Middlesex County’s regional 
radio system will help ensure 
that communication is possible, 
and that our first responders get 
the support they need to contin-
ue their outstanding work,” said 
Middlesex County Commis-
sioner Deputy Director Shanti 
Narra, chair of the County’s 
public safety and health com-
mittee.
    “I am very pleased for the 
new radio system and the 
shared partnership with Middle-
sex County to ensure the effi-
cient and effective communica-
tions for the police department, 
as the safety of my officers and 
the community as a whole is of 
paramount concern,” said Chief 
Thomas Bryan, Edison Police 
Department Swat Commander. 
“The County’s representatives, 
from their Administrator on 
down, were extremely open to 
working with the Township to 
provide Edison with the very 
best in Public Safety Radio 
Communications.”
   Municipalities currently us-
ing the County’s shared radio 
system include Highland Park, 
Jamesburg, Middlesex, Mill-
town, Monroe, North Bruns-
wick, South Amboy, South 
Plainfield, South Brunswick, 
and Sayreville. Additionally, 
the boroughs Dunellen and 
Metuchen have signed on to 
join the County’s radio network.

New Local History Book
Perth Amboy's Historic Neighborhoods

By Gregory Bender, Albert Jekelis, Marilyn Dudash Anastasio, and Mona Shangold
Available: Monday, May 9, 2022

PERTH AMBOY 
About the Book 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey, has 
always been a wonderful and 
unique place in which to live. 
Centrally located in New Jer-
sey on Raritan Bay, the city has 
a deepwater seaport, a marina, 
white sand beaches, many his-
torical landmarks, and prox-
imity to New York City. The 
residences, businesses, and 
industries intertwined in each 
neighborhood gave the areas 
their own identities. Indus-
trialization and immigration 

changed the land and lifestyle 
of its residents. As immigrants 
moved into areas with those 
of similar ancestry and cul-
ture, their descendants studied, 
worked, and played with peo-
ple from other cultural back-
grounds. The resulting assimi-
lation created a strong, unified 
community in which all Perth 
Amboy residents accepted, re-
spected, and celebrated their di-
versity without racial, religious, 
or ethnic disharmony.
About the Author 
Born and raised in Perth Am-

boy, Gregory Bender, Albert 
Jekelis, Marilyn Dudash Anas-
tasio, and Mona Shangold are 
proud members of the Perth 
Amboy High School class of 
1964. Although they have re-
tired from their primary careers 
(in engineering, science, edu-
cation, and medicine, respec-
tively), their interest in and 
passion for Perth Amboy have 
not diminished. They prepared 
this book to share their images, 
knowledge, and appreciation of 
Perth Amboy’s history, land-
marks, and unique features.
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Happy Mother's Day!
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Advertising Fence Enclo-

sure - Heavy Duty 10 ft. 

$25 - 732-442-1093

Bicycle Tire Deluxe Foot 

Pump Color coded gauge 

$10 - 732-442-5806

Movano Watch SS Mu-

seum Style Mint Condition 

$75 Firm. 732-540-5351

3/4 Size Acoustic Guitar. 

Good for young child - 

$50. 732-541-5491

Brand New Electric Heater 

Radiator. Was $65 Now 

$20 New Never Used. 732-
547-7406

Solid Oak Coffee Table 

$75; Oak End Table $50 

732-570-9732

Set of Three Roof Racks 

for cargo van - $75 - 732-

583-2305

Safe Combination 21" High 

13 1/2" wide on wheels $75 

732-634-1851

Large Garment Bag & 

Hooks - $5, Ladies Imita-

tion Fur Coat- Small - $50 

732-634-3589

Nice Bard & 2 Stools $35; 

"Free" Washer - Works 

Great; Love Seat $30 - 732-

670-6649

Three Window AC's 
5000BTU, 5000BTU, 
8000BTU; $50; $75; $50 
732-636-3345

Gold Carnival Glass Col-

lector Plate (5th Day of  

Christmas) $25 732-673-

6305

LP's Cassettes, CD's DVD's 
$1.00 each; Radio, CD $20 

- 732-261-4703

Electric Husky Power 

Washer 1750psi - Good 

Condition $75 - 732-277-

4635

Umbrella - Patio, needs 
cord and iron stand. $30 - 

732-283-0975

Dyson Vacuum Cleaner 

Mint Condition $45 - 732-

290-1551

GPS Tom Tom - 3 pcs Ste-

reo System - Dog Bed $65 

ea. 732-293-0151

Older New Toy Trucks Su-

noco, Exxon, Mobil Hess 

$20 Each or B.O.  - 732-

316-5092

Good working Washer 

-Whirlpool - $75; 2 power-

washers $75; 1 lawn mower 

with bag $75 (both just 

tuned up) 732-335-8837

Pancake Air Compressor 3 

Gal 100 PSI $30 - 732-395-
1551 - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Melmac Plates, saucers, 

bowls, never used plastic 

glasses $25 732-442-0151

For Sale

Custom Jewelry $5-

$10; Sled $25; Sports 

Memorabilia $10; Dream 

Catcher  Cane $15 - 732-

713-0536

Lawn Mower - Sears - 

Self Propelled Mulcher 

- no bag 6.75 HP - $45 

732-727-5056

Miller Beer Electric Pen-

dulum Clock $10 - Bud-

weiser Mugs $10 - 732-

727-8417

White wicker settee with 

cushion $60 732-735-

2179

Dining Hutch - Wood 
- Good Condition $50 
- Self Pick-up 732-826-
6324

Free Firewood. Must pick 

up and cart away. 732-

826-8024

100% Pure Nice Zealand 
Wool Rug 122x170 Bur-

gundy Pattern $60 848-

242-2152

Girl's Bicycle 24" Pano-
sonic LX Sport Twelve 
Speed. Light Blue. $75 or 
B.O. 908-501-3993

Sissy Bar and Pad for 

Harley Sportster - Great 

Condition $65 - 908-590-

8885

Power Lift $75. Wing 
Chairs, Sofa, End Tables, 
Lamps, Microwave $10-
$50 - 908-803-9623

Children's Sports Lamp 
w/shade. Really cute, BB, 
FB, Etc. Large $20 - 917-
670-4908

Tell Our AdvertisersTell Our Advertisers
YOU SAW IT IN

If you wish to publish a Novena in The Amboy Guardian, 
you may use this coupon.

Send check or money order (no cash), include your name and
telephone, to: THE AMBOY GUARDIAN,
P.O. Box 127 • PERTH AMBOY • NJ 08862

How to Publish a Novena

A Petition to 

St. Joseph
A Petition to 

St. Jude
Cost $10. 

Pre-payment required.

Name ______________________

Address ____________________

Phone_(____)________________

Initials at end of prayer_________

Please circle one prayer, and return 

form with check or money order to:

The Amboy Guardian

P.O. Box 127

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dear St. Joseph, head of the 

most perfect household, foster 

father of Jesus and guardian 

of His mother Mary, I confi-

dently place myself and all my 

concerns under your care and 

protection. I ask that, through 
your powerful intercession 

with God, you obtain for me all 

the help and graces that I need 
for my spiritual and temporal 

welfare and in particular, the 

special favor I now ask there 
mention or think of your home 

sale or any other petition, es-

pecially family needs. Good 

St. Joseph, I know with confi-

dence, that your prayers on my 

behalf will be heard by God 

and that He will grant my re-

quest, if it be for His glory and 

my greater good. Thank you St. 

Joseph, for having responded to 

my call.  Amen.          G.T.A.

May the sacred Heart of 

Jesus be adored, glori-

fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now 

and forever. Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

St. Jude, worker of Miracles, 

pray for us. St. Jude, helper 

of the hopeless, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a 

day for nine days. It has nev-

er been known to fail. Pub-

lication must be promised.          

        Thank you, St. Jude

                                                 F.M.J.

Prayer To St. Clare

Prayer To Blessed Mother

Prayer To Blessed Virgin

St. Jude Novena

For Employment

Prayer To Holy Spirit

Thanksgiving Novena

Pray The Rosary

Prayer To St. Jude

Novena To St. Anthony

Novena To St. Joseph

OTHER ___________

To Place Your Classified:
First 10 Words .... $6.50

5 Weeks for .... $30
Each additional word over 10 words 30¢

Tel:Classified Ads

For SaleFor Sale

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

   New Plans for the Service Direc-

tory Effective 1/1/16 Are Now in 
Effect. If You Offer a Service, the 
Place to Advertise is Here! Cater-

ing, Auto Repair, Heating, Plumb-

ing, Home Health Aides,  Landscap-

ing, Snow Removal, Dry Cleaning, 
Chauffeuring, Exterminators, Hall 

Rentals, Insurance, Delivering Ser-

vices, Hair Stylists, Photography, 
Counseling, WebSite Design, Com-

puter Repair etc.
   Call For the Plan Which Will Best 
Suit Your Needs. 

732-896-4446

Please Notify Us Immediately After Your Item is Sold!
Email: AmboyGuardian@gmail.com

Please Note: Only One Classified Ad per Phone# will be 
published per week. If you already have a classified ad in 
the paper and another is sent, the new one will replace the 
one that's already published

Please Include Prices of Items on Classified’s or 
They will not be Published

Items Needed

1) English/Spanish 
Hound-Help Voice 
Translator
2) Sunlamp
3) Marine Type Hand-
held GPS for Boat
Call Bob: 732-822-
9268
Will Pay Reasonable 
Prices
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LOOKING BACK

Answers

From Puzzle

On Page 19

Novena to St. Rita

O holy protectress of those who 
art in greatest need, thou who 
shineth as a star of hope in the 
midst of darkness, blessed Saint 
Rita, bright mirror of God's 
grace, in patience and fortitude 
thou art a model of all the states 
in life. I unite my will with the 
will of God through the merits 
of my Savior Jesus Christ, and 
in particular through his patient 
wearing of the crown of thorns, 
which with tender devotion 
thou didst daily contemplate. 
Through the merits of the holy 
Virgin Mary and thine own 
graces and virtues, I ask thee to 
obtain my earnest petition, pro-
vided it be for the greater glory 
of God and my own sanctifica-
tion. Guide and purify my in-
tention, O holy protectress and 
advocate, so that I may obtain 
the pardon of all my sins and 
the grace to persevere daily, as 
thou didst in walking with cour-
age, generosity, and fidelity 
down the path of life. (Mention 
your request.) 
Saint Rita, advocate of the im-
possible, pray for us. 
Saint Rita, advocate of the help-
less, pray for us. 
Recite the Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be three times 
each. K.M. & C.M.

PERTH AMBOY – Military Parade\ 1940's  *Photo Courtesy of Perth Amboy Free Public Library

This photo was restored under a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

to the Kearny Cottage Historical Association.

Stories From Perth Amboy
PERTH AMBOY - Stories From Perth Amboy by Katherine 
Massopust is available from Katherine at 732-261-2610 or at the 
Barge Restaurant, 201 Front St., Perth Amboy - 732-442-3000 
or at: www.amazon.com  A Great Gift! Get it now along with 
Then & Now: Perth Amboy!

Have a Special Pet?
E-mail us your Pet Photos to AmboyGuardian@
gmail.com with Pet of the Week in the Subject line 
and explain why your pet is special. Please include 
Name and Phone# for verification.

Pets of the Week 
Cruise Nights 
on Broadway

SOUTH AMBOY – Join us 
for fun, music, prizes, 50/50’s. 
Great people and their cars. 
2022 Cruise Nights on Broad-
way will be the second Wednes-
day of every month on May 
11th, June 8th, July 13th, Au-
gust 10th, September 14th, and 
October 12th from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. All parking on Broadway. 
Sponsored by the City of South 
Amboy. For more information, 
call 908-930-3497.

Church
Yard Sale

SAYREVILLE - The First 
Presbyterian Church of Sayre-
ville will be having a One Day 
Only Church Yard Sale on Sat-
urday, May 7th. All items will 
be priced to go and feel free to 
make an offer. You never know 
what treasures you may find! 
We have everything from ac-
cent pieces to furniture to yard 
tools. The Church is located at 
172 Main Street, Sayreville, di-
rectly across from the Borough 
Hall. The hours are from 8 a.m. 
until Noon.  

PERTH AMBOY - Duncan is a super cute puppy who (read this 
carefully) needs WORK as most puppies do! He is not fully 
housebroken and has an abundance of energy that requires ex-
ercise and play time! If you are committed to the time, energy, 
effort and patience it takes to dedicate to his success please 
come visit this adorable guy today! He is totally worth it! Perth 
Amboy Animal Shelter Email:kruiz@perthamboynjpd.org  
Website:www.perthamboynj.org  Phone:(732) 324-3877

Wind Creek 
Casino Trip
Good Shepherd

Seniors
HOPELAWN - Good Shepherd 
Seniors is sponsoring a bus trip 
to Wind Creek Casino, Beth-
lehem, Pennsylvania Tuesday 
June 21, 2022.  Cost is $35 with 
$25 back in play.  Bus leaves 
our parking lot at 10:00 AM. 
For more information, please 
call Connie at 732-442-4978 or 
Nancy 732-541-5929. 

Wind Creek 
Casino Trip

San Salvador Seniors
PERTH AMBOY - The San 
Salvador Seniors are spon-
soring a bus trip to Wind 
Creek Casino, Bethlehem, 
P.A. on Thursday, May 
5, 2022. Bus will depart 
from behind St. Stephen's 
Church (St. John Paul II) 
Parking Lot on Mechanic 
Street, Perth Amboy at 11 
a.m. Cost: $35 per person; 
$25 back in slot play For 
more information, call Joe 
at 732-826-0819. Masks are 
required to be worn on the 
bus.
   You Must Reserve Your 
Seat! You must pay before 
you board the bus.
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Orthodox Easter, St. Demetrios Church, Perth Amboy, 4/22/22
*Photos by Paul W. Wang 

Celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Martyrs, Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima Church, Perth Amboy,
4/23 - 4/24/22     *Photos Courtesy of Anita Pires
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The Amboy Guardian 

Classified Ads Work!

Classified Ads
Send to P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Call Carolyn @ 732-896-4446

Use this space for 10 words or less to sell your small house-

hold items that are too inexpensive to advertise. The Am-

boy Guardian will print your classified and help you sell 
those items.  Merchandise must be used and not new items 

for sale items.  Please send one ad per family per week.

FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

FOR ITEMS $75 & UNDER

Tel:

Send to: The Amboy Guardian, P.O. Box 127, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Website & Graphic Design

Your Ad Here

Dry Cleaning

KIMBER

DRY CLEANING

732-721-1915
• All Work Done On Premises

• Same Day Cleaning

• Expert Tailoring

& Alterations

106 S. Broadway, South Amboy

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Junk Removal

Photography

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Here

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Ancient Order
of Hibernians

271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ
Seating Limited to Governor's Directive

Great for: Birthdays, Retirement,

Christenings, Communion Parties, 

Baby or Wedding Showers

$450 Plus Refundable Deposit
Call: 732-721-2098

Hall for Rent

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Photos by the Bay
All your Photography Needs 

Under One Roof
Portraits/Weddings/Sweet Sixteens

Baby or Wedding Showers

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s/Head Shots
Photo Restoration/Digitization
Graphic Design

732-293-1090

Photography Done Right!

Your Ad Can 

Go Here for 

$12 

a week
5 Week 

Minimum

Required

Your Ad Can Go 

Here for 

$20 a week
5 Week Minimum Required

Call 732-896-4446

Your Ad Here

Parking Spots

Cars, Vans, 
Pickup Trucks, 
Landscaping 

Trailers, Small 
Boats on Trailers 

Parking Spots

Storage Available 

862-762-9226

Sayreville
Location
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PETRA BEST REALTY WILL GET YOUR HOUSE SOLD FAST!!!
PLEASE CALL FOR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

FOR MORE OF OUR FEATURED LISTINGS, PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PETRABESTREALTY.COM

Dedication, Vision and Results!
The Real Estate Team With

  

 

 

PERTH AMBOY - This Retail unit is located in the heart of 
the business District zoned C-1, many possibilities, tenant is 
responsible for all due diligences and approvals. Landlord will 
provide 60 days rent free for the tenant to customize the unit. 
$2,500 Rent

329 SMITH STREET • PERTH AMBOY

(732) 442-1400 • (732) 442-1480 fax

 

PERTH AMBOY - Welcome to a great opportunity to be a busi-
ness owner with a amazing property that includes a 3-bedroom 
apartment on 2nd floor and your very own business of a fully 
operating Bar along with liquor license. The bar was completely 
renovated, it has an amazing luxurious design with tv's, VIP seat-
ing area, a dance floor, DJ booth, 2 bathrooms, and so much more! 
This building has been 100% meticulously remodeled from top to 
bottom. No expense was spared. This is a very rare opportunity to 
own a corner property with so much potential! Thousands of cars 
pass by this building weekly coming over from New York right 
off the 440 highway. Take over the bar and business and cater it to 
fit your needs. Must come to see in person to truly appreciate all 
the details that went into the remodeling process of this property. 
Parking for multiple vehicles and two amazing garages for extra 
storage. Huge basement with everything brand new! The apart-
ment on the 2nd floor has 2 full bathrooms and 3 bedrooms! Come 
see asap! Will not last. $949,900

PERTH AMBOY - Beautiful 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms 
condo. The master bedroom has a full bathroom. Formal dining 
room. Spacious living room. Move-in condition. Located close to 
downtown, public transportation and major highways. $225,000

EDISON - Welcome To Edison!!new Construction. 3,500 
Square Feet Approximately With 5 Bedrooms. First Floor 
With En-suite Bedroom. Living Room, Dining Room, White 
Cabinets, Granite Countertop, Ss Appliances, Gas Stove 
With Hood Included. Second Floor Master Bed With The 
Huge Closet That Everyone Is Looking For, Nice Size Bath-
room With Double Sink. 3 More Bedrooms With An Ex-
cellent Sizes. 2 Photos Are From A Similar Home By This 
Builder, Property To Be Build On The Original Foundation/
Slab. Showing Only During The Weekend. $899,000

PERTH AMBOY - Great investment lots of potential with this 
brick four family all separated utilities, lots of parking space, 
needs a little bit of work a must see to appreciate, close to most 
public transportations and major highways. It is being sold strict-
ly in " AS IS" condition buyer is responsible for C/O and all 
repairs. $575,000

PERTH AMBOY - Come check out this 1st floor ware-
house\Storage plus office space available for immediate 
occupancy. This recently renovated building offers fenced 
parking for up to 10 vehicles. Building is conveniently lo-
cated close to major highways, train, business districts and 
much more! Building can also be Leased entirely for $6,000/
month (upstairs features 5 spacious office space, kitchen and 
2 bathrooms. If interested, we have option to Lease 1st and 
2nd floor individually or entire building. $3,500 Rent

PERTH AMBOY - Great 2 family investment opportunity in 
Perth Amboy, good condition, fully rented, separated utilities. 
$375,000

PERTH AMBOY - Beautifully updated 3rd floor unit. 2bd & 
2bth gives anyone plenty of space to enjoy this gem in the heart 
of Perth Amboy. Kitchen updated with all stainless-steel appli-
ances. $240,000

Enrique Hernandez
Broker/Owner CRB, SFR, CRS

PERTH AMBOY - Great opportunity to become your own 
boss. located in downtown Business area. All equipment includ-
ed on sale. Central air. $100,000

Happy Mother's Day 

from

Petra Best Realty!


